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Piracies in Indian Archipelago. 


NOTICES HISTORIQUES sur les Pirateries commises dans I’ Archipel Indien- 
Oriental, et sur les Mesures prises pour les réprimer par le Gouvernement 
Neéerlandais, dans les 30 derniéres années. 


: Par 
Jur. J. P. Corners pz Groor,' ~ 
Secrétaire-Général au Ministére des Colonies, : 
1846. . : 


INTRODUCTION. 
(Extraits.) 

ON a admis qu’il y aurait absurdité 4 désirer que le Gouvernement extirpat 
d’un seul coup et comme par enchantement un mal aussi général et aussi 
profondement enraciné que la piraterie; mais en exprimant le voeu qu'il fallait 
proportionner les remédes a 1’étendue de ce mal, on a prétendu, a ce qu’il parait, 
que le Gouvernement Néerlandais devrait faire plus qu’il ne faisait jusqu’ici.* 

Depuis quelque temps on s’est plus particuli¢rement occupé de ce sujet. 
Les journaux Néerlandais et les feuilles Anglaises en ont rempli leurs colonnes: 
les premiers, pour faire connaitre les mesures prises par le Gouvernement; .les 
derniéres, pour lui reprocher de ne pas satisfaire aux obligations qui-pésent sur’ 
lui, sauf quelques rares occasions ov elles le louent de son activité. L’affaire 
attira de plus en plus V’attention, 4 mesure que I’intérét dans nos possessions 
d’outre-mer s’éveillait et croissait sous l’influence de circonstances particuliéres. 
Les notices historiques que nous offrons au public, qui renferment une période 
de 30 ans, prouveront d’une maniére évidente, et jusque dans les moindres 
particularités, la sollicitude avec laquelle le Gouvernement a toujours combattu 
cette odieuse barbarie. 

Les nombreuses tribus qui s’en rendent coupables paraissent ordinairement 
soccuper de la péche. Sur l’eau, la plus grande partie de l’année, elles ne se 
retirent qu’a certaines époques dans des lieux déterminés, et constamment pour 
s’y préparer & de nouvelles entreprises. Ces tribus de pirates sont disperstes le 
le long de la cdte méridionale et orientale de I’Ile de Sumatra, dans les Iles de 
Linga, sur les Cétes de Bornéo, de Célébes, de quelques-unes des Moluques et 
des Philippines; et méme il existe dans le Détroit de la Sonde, entre la Baie de 
Batavia et le Détroit de Banka, et le long de la Céte de Java, une multitude de: 
petites files qui servent de retraite aux pirates, nommés en langue Malaie badjak. 
Leurs bateaux ou praux (praauwen) sont connus sous les designations de 
de Penjajap, Kakap, Balloor, et Binta. Léquipage se compose ordinairement 
de 40 4 60 hommes, armés de petits canons ou lilla, de piques et de 
sabres (kléwang). Ces bateaux sont le plus souvent réunis au nombre de 
6 ou de 8; quelquefois on en compte jusqu’a 20 ou 30; et, dans de trés-rares 
occasions, le nombre s’en est élevé jusqu’a une centaine. En combinant |’action 
des voiles et des rames, ils poursuivent leur proie ou échappent eux-mémes au 
danger qui les ménace. D’ordinaire ils opposent une vigoureuse résistance ; 
mais quand leur infériorité est trop marquée, ils fuient vers des retraites qui leur 
sont bien connues, dans les petites fles ou dans des criques ov il est impossible 
de les suivre. Dans le but d’enlever des hommes, on les a vus, plus d’une ‘fois, 
faire des descentes sur les cétes et y surprendre le paisible laboureur. : 

L’Abrégé de Géographie de V'Inde Néerlandaise publié parla Société.de 
PUtilité Publique en 1843, donne une description trés-exacte de ces pirateries. 
‘De petites files,” nous traduisons littéralement, “que les écueils cachés dont, , 


* Voir les Bijdragen tot de kennis der Nederlandsche en Vreemde kolonién lijzonder betrek- 
kelijk de vrijlating dev slaven. (Notices sur les Colonies Néerlandaises et étrangéres, surtout 
Telativement & l'affranchissement des esclaves.) Utrecht, 1846, p. 113. 
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elles sont entourées rendent 4 peu prés inabordables, servent de retraite aux 
pirates. Du milieu de ces écueils ils s’élancent 4 l’improviste avec leurs praux 
remplis de monde, non seulement sur les navires des indigénes, mais méme sur 
ceux des Européens, profitant des calmes, des vents contraires, ou de la faiblesse 
de l’équipage pour satisfaire leur audacieuse rapacité. 

“S’ils craignent de ne pouvoir se défaire 4 prix d’argent de I’équipage 
prisonnier, ou d’étre atteints dans leur fuite, ils massacrent alors sans pitié tous 
leurs prisonniers, jusqu’aux femmes et aux enfants. I] n’est pas rare de leur 
voir exercer la méme cruauté a l’égard d’un équipage qui s’est vaillamment 
défendu contre leurs attaques. Quelquefois ils permettent a l’un des prisonniers 
ou au principal d’entr’eux dese racheter ; et, dans ce cas, ils se hasardent jusque 
dans le voisinage des lieux ov ils trouveront la rangon ; et c’est encore un des 
prisonniers qu’ils chargent de I’aller chercher. La multitude de leurs retraites 
rend l’extirpation des pirates 4 peu prés impossible.” 

Cette calamité de l’Archipel Indien date depuis bien longtemps; et il est 
d’autant plus difficile d’y remédier avec efficacité, que la piraterie, exercée jadis 
par les grands et par les Princes eux-mémes, est aujourd’hui encore, secrétement 
permise, encouragée par eux ; en tout cas, soit mauvaise volonté, soit impuis- 
sance, ils n’y mettent qu'une opposition bien faible. C’est ainsi que nous lisons 
dans une Histoire de |’Empire Malais (avant l'arrivée des Portugais dans ces 
contrées), “ que vers la fin du XVe siécle, sous le régne du Sultan Mantsoer 
Sjah, les cdtes de Malacca furent inquiétées par des écumeurs de mer de 
Célébes, et que Kraing Samerloek, fils du Prince de Baloeloen, était 4 la téte dé 
ces pirates*.” 

Il est méme quelques-uns de ces pirates qui viennent de contrées ow les 
habitans ne sont pas, proprement dit, soumis & l’autorité d’un chef ou Prince 
particulier. C’est ainsi que les habitans de Papoe-Onie et d’Amalas (Nouvelle 
Guinée), 4 Vest de Céram-laut, ont coutume d’équiper annuellement 100 ou 120 
de leurs praux, et se rendent & des distances quelquefois trés-considérables de 
leur demeure. Ces Papoes ne se servent d’autres armes que d’arcs et de fléches 
et de lances. On assure qu’ils dévorent leurs prisonnierst. 

Les pirates de Magindano ou IIlanoen, une des Iles Philippines, communé- 
ment appelés Magindanais et Lanoenois, inquiétent sans cesse I’Ile de Bintang 
et les fles avoisinantes dans les parages de Linga, ainsi que les fles situées entre 
Bornéo et la Presqu’ile de Malacca, savoir: Poeloe Auwer, Siantan, Boengoeran, 
Poeloe Tingi, Poeloe Laut et Tammelan. Au milieu du mois d’Avril, ils quittent 
d’ordinaire leurs retraites et se dirigent le long des cdtes orientales et occiden- 
tales de Bornéo, du cété du Détroit de Banka et Billiton, ow ils arrivent environ 
vers le commencement de Mai. Leur flotte se partage en petites divisions, qui 
vont exercer leurs brigandages sur la céte orientale de Sumatra jusqu’a Rétéh, 
dans les eaux de Linga et de Bintang et dans les groupes d’ilots qui s'‘étendent 
jusqu’au Cap de Romania. Vers le mois de Juin, les pirates se rassemblent 
d’ordinaire a Poeloe Tingi, od ils s’emparent de beaucoup de batimens de Pahang, 
Trenganoe, Kembodja et Kelambang, dans la Presqu’tle de Malacca. En 
Septembre et en Octobre, ils quittent ces parages pour regagner leurs repaires. 
Pendant leur retour, ils trouvent encore le temps de piller les cdtes des Iles de 
Siantan, de Poeloe Laut et de Tammelan. 

Les praux de la plus grande espéce sont défendus d’un double bastingage 
et montés par 50 4 80 hommes. Ils ont deux rangs de rames, chacun de 30, et 
sont armés sur le devant de deux fortes pitces de 6 ou de 8, outre six ou huit 
killa ou pierrierst. 

Parmi les pirates les plus redoutés et les plus connus, il faut compter aussi, 
outre ceux de Magindano, les pirates, généralement connus sous le nom de 
Tobellorais (Tobellorezen), dispersés dans |’Archipel des Moluques et dans la 
Baie de Tolo, sur le céte orientale de Célébes; puis ceux de Bornéo et de 
Linga. 
a 6a du temps de V’ancienne Compagnie des Indes-Orientales, on avait 
souvent pris des mesures pour réprimer la piraterie dans les mers de I'Inde. 

* Voir le Tijdschrift voor Neérland's Indié (Journal des Indes-Orientales), 6e année, tom. III, 

+ Voir D. H. Kolff's Reize door den weinig bekenden zuidelijk Molukschen archipel en langs 
de geheel onbekende xuidwest Kust van Nieuw-Guinea in de saren 1825 en 1826. (Voyage & la 

ie méridionale de l’Archipel des Moluques, et le long de la céte sud-ouest entiérement inconnue 
de la Nouvelle-Guinée, pendant les années 1825 et 1826.) Amsterdam, 1827, p. 322. 

¢ Pour les particularités de Magindano et ses Pirateries, voir P. P. Roorda van Eysinga, Hand 
boek der taal-, land- en volkenkunde van Noderl. Indid. Amsterdam, 1841, p. 283, 


- 


Dés l’année. 1705, on avait déja fixé le nombre des hommes de I’équipage et des 
passagers pour tous les bitimens indigénes. Un batiment de 30 tonneaux 
pouvait avoir 14 matelots, et un navire de 60 tonneaux 40; le premier pouvait 
transporter 11 passagers, et le second 15, s'il venait de Mangkasser; 15 et 30 
tivement, s’il venait de Mandhar; 11 et 15, de Sumbawa, Bima, Boeton, 

et de la Cdte de Malacca ; 25 et 45,.de Bali, et seulement 9 et 13 de Bornéo, et 
les autres batimens en proportion. Il résulte d’un arrété du 29 Juillet, 1708, 
que quelques pirates avaient été remis au Sultan de Bantam pour étre punis; 
d’un autre arrété du 8 Février, 1726, que la Compagnie avait entre les. mains 
des pirates originaires des parages de Timor, et que le Constable Claas Van 
Cleef, avec une chaloupe montée par six matelots de Solor, avait été attaqué par 
6 batimens corsaires de Mangkasser et forcé de fuir. L’Arrété du 19 Avril, 
1715, fait encore mention de 3 bdtimens croiseurs de la Compagnie; il y en 
avait donc déja alors. Ces bitimens, soutenus par d’autres, armés aux frais des 
Princes de Chéribon, donnérent la charge & 17 corsaires sur la Cédte de 
Java. Lun des plus grands corsaires fut cerné de fagon ce qui toute chance 
de fuite fat impossible.. Les pirates y mirent le feu et s’élancérent a la mer. 
Ils se défendirent si vaillamment avec leurs crids et leurs sabres, que la plupart 
préférérent se faire massacrer. Il n’y en eut que 16 qui se rendirent prisonniers. 

Pour prouver que les fles du Détroit de la Sonde et les cdtes voisines étaient 
infestées de pirates, il suffira de rappeler que la gourabe le ‘‘ Lion de Mer” (de 
“Zeeleeuw ”), montée par 24 hommes, et croisant, en Novembre 1769, dans la 
Baie de Lampong, rencontra un praux corsaire de Mandhar, monté par 48 
pirates, qui l’aborda aussitdt et massacra tout |’équipage*. ; 

L’Arrété. du 25 Février, 1755, renouvela les mesures prises par celui de 
1705, par rapport au nombre de matelots et de passagers qui pouvaient se trouver 
& bord des batiments indigénes: en outre on invita les Princes Indiens qui 
étaient en relation avec la Compagnie des Indes-Orientales, 4 munir leurs 
batiments de passeports convenables, indiquant la. grandeur du batiment, 
Parmement et la force de l’équipage. Les passagers eux-mémes devaient étre 
soumis au contrdle, de sorte que mention fut faite de leur départ et de leur arrivée. 
Les armes 4 bord devaient étre visitées comparativement avec le contenu du 
passeport. Enfin on décida que, pour protéger plus efficacement les batiments 
contre les pirates, au lieu de croiseurs sous la forme de galéres Venitiennes qui 
avaient été recommandeées, on ferait usage désormais de batiments en état de 
marcher a la voile ou a la rame, connus sous le nom de mille pieds (duizend 
beenen), montés par 6 Européens et pour le reste par des indigénes. 

_Il résulte ensuite de l’Arrété du 4 Novembre, 1760, qu’une croisiére avait 
&é établie vis-a-vis de la Riviére de Jambi (Sumatra), pour empécher les pirates 
de s’y fixer ; de l’Arrété du 26 Mars et de celui.du 20 Aoit, 1760, que le Sultan 
de Bantam fut sévérement repris des relations qu’il entretenait avec les pirates : 
on l’avertit de veiller 4 réprimer ces brigandages et de défendre a ses sujets 
d’acheter aux pirates leurs prisonniers. L’Arrété du 18 Juin, 1773, porte qu’on 
signifia aux Sultans de Johor et de Pahang: ‘‘ Dat vermits gebleken was dat zij 
het zijn, die de zeeroovers ondersteunen, en in den buit deelen, zij, door vernieti- 
ging van alle vaartuigen en het stellen uit hunne dienst van al die dieven en 
moordenaars welke zij dus ver gebezigd hadden, ten eerste alle zeerooverijen die 
langs de kust van Java en elders door dat gespuis zijn ondernomen, zullen 
moeten doen ophouden, nadien men anders vast besloten had met eene genoeg- 
zame magt de rijken van Johor en Pahang in te dringen en door vuur en zwaard 
alles te vernielen wat men oordeelen zal tot de bereiking van het oogmerk in deze 
te zullen strekken (puisqu’il est évident que ce sont eux qui soutiennent les 
elas et prennent part au butin, ils auront d’abord a mettre un terme & toutes 
les pirateries entreprises par ces brigands le long des cdtes de Java ou ailleurs, 
soit en détruisant eux-mémes tous les corsaires, soit en renvoyant de leur service 
tous ces voleurs infames qu’ils ont employés jusqu’a présent: que s’il en était 
autrement, on avait pris la ferme résolution de pénétrer avec des forces suffisantes 
dans les Etats de Johor et de Pahang et de détruire par le fer et par le feu tout ce 
qu’on jugerait nécessaire pour atteindre le but proposé.”) Cependant, il parait 
par un arrété subséquent du 10 Mai, 1774, que le Sultan de Johor sut se 
disculper complétement des accusations portées contre lui (zich op de aller 
Gannemelijkste wijze had gepurgeerd). 

* Beknopte beschrijving der Oost Indische Etablissementen. (Description succincte des 
Etablissemens des Indes-Orientales.) Par Arij Bnet 1792, p. 133. 

2 


4 


Il fut ordonné par la publication du 16 Mai, 1806, que non-seulement on 
n’accorderait aucun passeport aux capitaines, armateurs ou propriétaires de 
Penjajaps, de Kakaps, ou Balloors, pas plus qu’aux batiments d'une construction 
pareille, mais méme, toutes les fois qu’ils se montreraient dans quelque rade, port, 
baie ot la Compagnie s’était établie, qu’on les arréterait comme des batiments 
appartenant a des pirates, bien qu’ils fussent pourvus de passeports de quelque 
Prince ou chef indigéne. Dans les traités politiques ou commerciaux conclus 
avec les Souverains indigénes, l’une des conditions était de contribuer de tout leur 
pouvoir aux mesures prises contre la piraterie; et méme du temps de la Com- 
pagnie, on institua une marine coloniale, qui fit éprouver plus d'une fois aux 
pirates des pertes considérables. Un batiment de commerce fut un jour attaqué 
par 40 praux de pirates dans le Détroit de Banka. Deux habitants de 
Soemanap, dans I’'Ile de Madura, nommés Phefferkorn et Wensing, se trouvaient 
a bord de ce batiment, et ne voyant aucune chance de résister aux pirates ou de 
leur échapper, ils les laissérent monter en grand nombre @ bord et firent alors sauter 
le b@timent ;* telle était donc la crainte qu’inspiraient alors les pirates, qu’on 
préférait la mort plutét que de tomber entre leurs mains. M. Van Bronkhorst, 
alors Résident de Soemanap, fit élever un monument pour perpétuer le souvenir 
d'une aussi rare intrépidité. : 

La croisiére (pantjallang) de guerre ‘de Vrede,” commandée par le Lieu- 
tenant C. Beckman, fut attaquée, en Mai 1807, dans la Rade d’Indramayoe, 
par 7 batiments corsaires, montés chacun par environ 100 hommes. Aprés 
quelque résistance, la plus grande partie de I’équipage abandonna le navire pour 
gagner avec la chaloupe le rivage voisin. Beckman et son second, J. Stokbroo, 
sautérent dans la mer au moment oi les pirates montaient a bord. Le premier 
se noya, mais Stokbroo tomba entre les mains des pirates, qui lui rasérent la téte, 
le dépouillérent de ses vétements, et l’emmenérent avec eux aux Lampongs, ov il 
eut 4 supporter toute espécede mauvais traitements, et fut méme menacé de la mort. 

N’oublions pas de mentionner ici que l’ancienne Compagnie des Indes- 
Orientales s’établit sur beaucoup de points de l’Archipel, dans le but de réprimer 
la piraterie, et que de nos jours encore ce louable exemple a été suivi. 
Citons 4 ce sujet les propres paroles d’un auteur étranger: ‘‘ Le Gouvernement 
Néerlandais ne possédant plus comme autrefois des plantations d’épices a 
Ternate et ailleurs, des raisons politiques peuvent seules l’engager 4 y main- 
tenir sa domination ; et c’est essentiellement pour protéger dans ces parages le 
commerce contre la piraterie. Le traitement des employés, des militaires, les 
secours pécuniaires fournis au Sultan, et le maintien des édifices du Gouverne- 
ment absorbent des sommes supérieures au revenu de tout ce groupe d’iles. 
Aussi trouvons-nous quelque chose de noble et de grand dans la persévérance 
avec laquelle le Gouvernement, malgré des dépenses considérables, maintient 
son autorité dans ce pays, pour réprimer la barbarie des habitants de Magindano 
et jeter l’effroi parmi ces hardis pirates. Car s’ils ne rencontraient aucune 
barriére dans les eaux des Moluques, non-seulement Célébes, mais Amboina et 
Banda méme resteraient exposées a leurs dévastations. Sans les énergiques 
efforts du Gouvernement de |’Inde, ils deviendraient un objet d’épouvante 
dans Ies Iles Moluques et plus loin, le long de la céte occidentale de Bornéo, 
a Java, 4 Madura, 4 Sumatra, 4 Banka, 4 Riouw, &c., bien plus encore qu’ils ne 
le sont actuellement et qu’ils ne peuvent l’étre +.” 

Pendant les trois années que dura l’administration du Gouverneur-Géneral 
Daendels, 1808—1811, on travailla sans relache 4 s’opposer aux pirates et a 
protéger le commerce maritime, en continuant de suivre les mesures prises par 
la Compagnie des Indes-Orientales et en tant que le permettaient les circonstan- 
ces dans lesquelles on se trouvait. En 1810 on avait équipé une flottille de 
quarante praux armés dans le but spécial de protéger les cétes de Java. Au 
commencement de cette année, un brick Anglais, ‘“‘ The Ply,” Capitaine Kemmel, 
recut 4 la hauteur de Soemanap la visite de quelques naturels qui avaient su 
monter a bord sous prétexte de commerce, et qui, aprés avoir massacré le com- 
mandant et le pilote, se rendirent maitres du batiment. Dans son arrété du 22 
Aoit, 1810, le Gouverneur- Général Daendels décréta la formule du serment que 


* Voir de Oosterling, t. II, p. 115, et l'ouvrage cité plus haut, Handleiding tot de aardrijks- 
kunde van Nederlandsch Indié. (Abrégé de Géographie de I’Inde Néerlandaise.) P. 77. 

+ Berigt omtrent Indie gedurende een tienjarig verblijf aldaar. (Deétails sur l'Inde, recueillis 
pendant un séjour de dix ans dans ccs contreés.) Par E. H. Réttger, missionnaire. Traduit de 
V'Allemand. Deventer, 1846, p. 122. 
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devait préter le nouveau Sultan de Bantam. Le Prince promettait qu’il ne 
souffrirait aucun pirate, et que s’il lui en tombait quelques-uns entre les mains, 
il leur infligerait une punition exemplaire, ou invoquerait contre eux le secours 
du Gouvernement. : 

Le Gouverneur-Général Janssens, par son Arrété du 6 Juin, 1811, adjugea 
une portion des prises et du butin fait sur les pirates—Quant aux pirateries et 
a ceux qui s’en rendaient coupables, ou simplement complices, comme aussi & 
l’égard de toute spoliation, de tout pillage ou vol commis sur le navire ou la 
cargaison, en pleine mer, les hautes cours de justice, ainsi que les cours inféri- 
eures, devaient prononcer leur jugement aprés les enquétes nécessaires, en se 
conformant au droit des gens, au droit politique généralement admis en Europe 
et en particulier dans l’Empire Francais, sans toutefois se départir des lois et 
usances établies dans la colonie. 

Pendant l’administration Anglaise 4 Java, la cdte de cette ile fut plus que 
jamais infestée par les pirates. En Mars 1812, ils furent vivement attaqués par 
le schooner de guerre Anglais le “ Wellington,” Capitaine Cromey, soutenu 
par 2 chaloupes-canonniéres et par 6 batimens indigénes armés. Le plus 
grand des praux corsaires n’hésita pas a accoster le “ Wellington,” qui n’échappa 
qu’avec peine a l’abordage et eut 5 blessés parmi les gens de l’équipage. Le 
mois de Mai suivant, les pirates soutinrent un combat contre les chaloupes 
armés du navire de guerre Anglais le “‘Modeste.” Nombre de pirates fréquen- 
taient les eaux des Iles de Kangéan et y faisaient méme des descentes. Le 
“Coromandel” ayant échoué sur la céte de Bornéo, fut pris et brilé par des 
pirates. La ‘Mathilda’ apercut ailleurs 17 grands praux corsaires; et la 
‘Helen’? en vint aux mains dans le Détroit de Banka avec un batiment dont 
Péquipage se composait d’environ 80 pirates : ceux-ci tentérent l'abordage, mais 
un feu de mitraille bien soutenu les écarta. Le ‘“ Nautilus,” venant de Mang- 
kasser, en Mai 1813, apporta la nouvelle qu’un jeune Anglais, Thomas Brooks, 
se trouvait 4 Koetei (Bornéo). Deux ans auparavant il avait survécu au 
pillage de son navire et le Sultan l’avait pris auprés de lui. 3 Européens, 
2 Chinois et 5 Bengalais, qui faisaient partie de l’équipage, avaient été massacrés, 
et le reste tous vendus comme esclaves. L’année suivante, Avril 1814, le Capi- 
taine Hall, commandant du croiseur ‘]’Antilope,” annonca qu'il avait vu 80 
batimens corsaires de Linga dans Je Détroit de Banka, et qu’il leur avait donné la 
chasse avec le secours de quelques cannoniéres armées. 

Il résulte de ce que nous venons de dire, que le Gouvernement Anglais 
se contenta d’ordinaire de combattre les pirates en pleine mer. Du moins 
nous n’avons pas trouvé de traces de quelque autre mesure prise pendant la 
période qui s’écoula de 1811 & 1816. 


Premiére Partie. 1816—1829. 


La Hollande ayant recouvré ses possessions aux Indes-Orientales en 1816, 
il fut expressément ordonné par |’Article 36 du Réglement Gouvernemental 
introduit en 1818, que le Gouverneur-Général aurait a veiller & la sdreté des 
personnes et des biens des colons, contre les pirateries de quelques Princes et 
peuplades indigénes (‘‘dat de Gouverneur-Generaal zou zorgen voor het 
beveiligen van der Ingezetenen persoon en goederen tegen de zeerooverijen van 
sommige inlandsche vorsten en volken.’’) 

L’un des premiers actes du Gouvernement Néerlandais, aprés sa restau- 
ration, fut d’améliorer la marine coloniale et de la mettre en état de protéger 
efficacement le commerce. On assigna aux batiments de cette marine des 
stations fixes, ot ils devaient rester en croisiére. 

Au moyen des renseignements que lui fournissaient les experts en cette 
matiére, le Gouvernement se trouva bientét en état de porter un jugement mieux 
fondé sur la nature et |’étendue de la piraterie, et sur les moyens qui pourraient 
conduire a mettre un terme 4a ce fléau funeste des colonies. 

Il existe sur ce sujet un rapport rédigé par le Conseiller des Indes, 
Me. H. W. Muntinghe, alors Commissaire 4 Palembang et 4 Banka. Les con- 
naissances variées et étendues et l’expérience de l’auteur, d’ailleurs avantageuse- 
ment connu, ajoutent encore a ]’importance de ce rapport ; aussi ne pouvons- 
nous mieux faire que d’en insérer ici la plus grande partie. Il est daté de 
Muntok, capitale de I’Ile de Banka, 25 Mai, 1818, et adressé au Gouverneur- 
Général, M. le Baron Van der Capellen. L’auteur y décrit, de fagon & ne laisser 
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que bien peu de choses & ajouter, I’éi1t des affaires de son temps, quant aux 
pirateries qu’exercaient les habitants «'e Linga, de Riouw, de la cédte orientale de 
Sumatra, de Biliton, de Carimata, et 'e la céte occidentale de Bornéo. 

‘* Depuis qu’il a plu 4 votre Exce'!ence,” dit le rapport, “ de me faire remar« 
quer a plus d’une reprise, jusqu’a quc! point les méfaits des pirates avaient attiré 
votre attention, je me suis soigneusei. ent appliqué, aussitét aprés mon arrivée 
dans cet endroit, a recueillir des ren: :ignements plus deétaillés sur la force de la 
population, la puissance, s’il m’est p rmis de m’exprimer ainsi, le vrai siége des 
pirates, leurs repaires et leurs moyen: de subsistance outre la piraterie. 

“ Voici les données les plus exact.:s ct les plus complétes que j’ai pu recueillir 
a cet égard: elles m’ont été fournies par un indigéne nommé Radja Akil. Je 
tiens de lui que, par rapport 4 Linga ct 4 Riouw, les peuplades de ce territoire, 
qui s’adonnent & la piraterie, n’habite: t pas proprement dit les tles de ce nom, 
mais qu’elles sont indistinctement étal.lies dans cette multitude de petites fles qui 
composent l’Archipel situé autour de Linga et de Riouw et entre ces deux iles ; 
que cependant l’autorité supréme sur ces populations est entre les mains du 
Sultan de Linga. La direction imméuiate de tous les pirates J.inganais appar- 
tiendrait, sauf la suzeraineté du Sultan de cette fle, en premier lieu: aux soi- 
disant Orang Kaija Linga, deux fréres, l’un nommé Datoe Moeda, et l'autre 
Datoe Panghoeloe, et établis tous deux dans la petite Poeloe Mapar ou Mapauw, 
vers la pointe sud-ouest de Linga, et en second lieu: a un autre chef subalterne, 
nommé Ongko Tomongeng, qui réside dans la petite ile Poeloe Boeaya, aussi 
appelée Poeloe Lima. ae 

“ Les soi-disant Orang Kaija Linga auraient sous leur direction trois lieux 
de rassemblement ou de séjour pour les pirates: Sakanah, Barok et Banahoong, 
formant ensemble une force disponible de 400 hommes et de 18 navires. Par 
contre, Ongko Tomongong compterait sous son autorité sept lieux de rassemble- 
ment, savoir: Galang, Timian, Poeloe Boeaya, Slat (détroit de) Singa Poera, 
Soeghi, Pakako et Bollang, offrant ensemble une force disponible de 1200 
hommes environ et de 48 navires. 

* Ces pirates Linganais ne cultivent pas le sol des {lots ou rochers qui 
habitent ; l’on n’y voit pas de riziéres ou de trembles: ils vivent de poissons, et 
surtout de sagou, qu’ils préférent au riz, et qu’ils trouvent en abondance dans la 
grande Ile de Linga, en l’achetant ou en l’échangeant contre d’autres objets.: 
Quand ils partent pour quelque expédition, la coutume est que leurs chefs 
immédiats, les Orang Kaija Linga et Ongko Tomongong, leur avancent des vivres, 
des armes et tout ce qui peut servir au grément de leurs navires; mais au retour: 
des pirates, ils recouvrent leurs avances avec un gain de 100 pour cent; ou du 
moins ils les évaluent 4 100 pour cent au-dessus de leur valeur. En outre, les 
pirates doivent céder au Sultan de Linga toute lartillerie Européenne dont ils 
ont pu s’emparer, et peut-étre aussi d’autres objets de valeur; ils doivent égale- 
ment lui céder au plus bas prix tous les effets dont ils ne peuvent faire usage 
eux-mémes. Le Sultan revend ensuite ces effets, avec un gain considérable, aux 
jonques Chinoises et aux autres navires qui viennent faire le commerce 4 Linga. 
Dans le cas ov les pirates ont été empéchés par quelque circonstance de faire 
leur tournée annuelle, ou aussi aprés leur retour de ces tournées, ils s’occupent 
uniquement de la péche du tripang et de l’agar-agar, qui abondent dans ces 

et qu'ils vont chercher jusque sur les cétes de Biliton et de Banka. — IIs 
sont contraints de céder a bas prix toute leur péche au Sultan de Linga; et le 
peu qu’ils en retirent leur sert 4 se procurer du sagou. Ces pirates Linganais 
ont coutume d’entreprendre chaque année une expédition dont la route est bien 
connue et semble calculée de fagon ace qu’ils aient toujours l’avantage des vents 
et des courants: ils se mettent en route vers la fin de la mousson d’ouest, ou 
méme perdant les mois de Décembre et Janvier. Ils se dirigent d’abord par le 
Détroit de la Sonde vers la cédte méridionale de Java, et sy arrétent jusqu’s’ 
Yarrivée de la mousson d’est: alors, traversant quelques-uns des détroits a l’est 
de Java, ils longent la céte orientale et septentrionale de cette fle, qu’ils con- 
tinuent a infester jusqu’au commencement du mois de Mai. Arrivés a la 
hauteur de leur premiere route, ils reprennent le chemin de leurs retraites, et 
pew encore en passant les cétes de Banka et de Palembang. S’ils réussissent 
faire quelque prise importante, ils se retirent aussitét; mais si, au contraire, 
comme cela a souvent lieu, leur tournée a été infructueuse, ils continuent & 
infester ces cétes jusqu’a la fin de la mousson d’est, époque & laquelle ils 
regagnent infailliblement leurs repaires, avec ou sans butin. 
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“A Végard de Rété, située sur la céte de Sumatra, entré l’embouchure des 
Riviéres de Djambi et d’Indragiri, voici les renseignements que m’a fournis 
‘Radja Akil. Les pirates de Rété sont d’une race entidrement distincte, 

w’aucune alliance, aucune relation n’unit avec les deux contrées entre lesquelles 
té est située. Toujours selon Radja Akil, ces pirates descendraient des 
fameux pirates appelés Lanounais ou IIlanounais, qui habitent Mindanao. La 
‘premiére cause de leur émigration est due Ala guerre que la Compagnie des 
ndes-Orientales entreprit, il y a quelques années, contre le Sultan de Linga. 
-Machmoed, Sultan d’alors, avait appelé & son secours les Illanounais de Min- 
danao; et ce fut des forces qu’ils lui envoyérent que prit naissance Rété. Radja 
Akil prétend que cette race de Rété est aussi redoutable et aussi dangereuse que 
celle des Lanounais mémes; ils ne connaissent d’autre moyen de subsistance 
que la piraterie. Le reste de la population dans les lieux qu’ils occupent se 
compose de quelques indigénes et de quelques prisonniers qu’ils traitent comme 
esclaves. Les forces réunies de Rété peuvent se monter a mille hommes en 
état de porter les armes. Leurs navires au nombre de 10 ou 12, chacun de 8 & 
10 koyangs (16 & 20 tonneaux), ont un équipage de 50 4 80 hommes, et portent 
chacun une piéce de canon de gros calibre et deux autres piéces d’un calibre 
inférieur. Les Lanounais de Rété font aussi chaque année une expédition, 
presque toujours dans les mémes parages. D’aprés les détails que je me suis 
procurés, ils ont coutume de mettre en mer aussitét que les violentes bour- 
Tasques de la mousson d’ouest ont cessé, et que le temps commence & s’apaiser. 
Ils se dirigent d’abord vers les Lampongs et s’y arrétent quelque temps. Je 
me permettrai de rappeler 4 l’attention de votre Excellence, mais par un mot 
seulement (car je me souviens d’avoir vu un rapport du Résident de Bantam, 
M. de Bruin, sur ce sujet), que des relations de famille peuvent expliquer le 
séjour des pirates auprés du Raden Intang.* Des Lampongs, ils se rendent 
ensuite sur la cote méridionale de Java, et s’appliquent surtout A enlever les 
habitants établis le long de cette céte et a recueillir des nids d’oiseaux de la 
meilleure espéce sur quelques rochers bien connus d’eux. Aussitdt que les 
vents d’est commencent a souffler, ils font le tour de Java et viennent croiser a 
Yentrée du Détroit de Banka pour capturer les batiments Javanais; ou, de 
temps 4 autre, ils tentent une descente & Banka, dont le résultat est toujours 
d’éclaircir la population déja si clair-semée de cette fle. Le chef de ces pirates 
de Rété porte, dit-on, le titre de Radja Moeda, le méme que porte encore le fils 
du Sultan d’Ilianoun & Mindanao. 

* Dans le territoire de Siak, le nombre ordinaire des corsaires ne monte pas 
& moins de 40, sous les ordres immédiats de Tongko Long Poeti et de Tongko 
Mahamath, tous deux cependant subordonnés a Said Ali, qui commande actuelle- 
ment dans ves parages. Toutefois, quand ce Said Ali se met en personne & la 
téte de l’expédition, le nombre des batiments peut s’élever jusqu’a 80. Chaque 
batiment est de 4 ou 6 koyangs, et porte de 20 4 30 hommes d’équipage, deux 
pieces d’artillerie de 6 4 8, et quatre lillas. : 

‘© C’est d’ordinaire dans les environs de Salangoor que les pirates de Siak 
vont exercer leurs brigandages. Ils s’y rendent vers le mois de Juin, dans la 
saison de ]a mousson d’est, et y séjournent jusqu’a qu’ils aient fait quelque 
prise ; dans le cas contraire, leur retour n’a lieu qu’a la fin de la mousson d’est ; 
et ainsi il ne parait pas que les pirates de Siak viennent inquiéter les mers de 
Java. ; 

‘“ LTle de Bliton ou Biliton nourrirait, s’il faut en croire Radja Akil, des 
pirates de deux races distinctes, l’une, jadis établie dans le district de Marawang 
(Ile de Banka), connue sous le nom d’Orang Sekat, et l’autre descendue d’une 
famille appelée Soekoe Djoeroe, jadis soumise au Sultan de Djohor. Ces deux 
bandes de pirates vivent habituellement sur ]’eau, dans de petits praux recouverts 
de nattes, et dont chacun sert d’habitation 4 toute une famille. Ils ne mettent 
jamais pied a terre pour s’occuper d’agriculture ou de quelqu’autre industrie 
utile et licite ; aussi forment-ils une classe entiérement distincte des vrais habi- 
tants de I’Ile de Biliton. Ds possédent des praux de deux sortes; car ceux 
qu’ils montent dans leurs expéditions sont tout différens de ceux dans lesquele 
ils font leur demeure habituelle. Les lieux ot les petits praux rassemblés 
séjournent d’ordinaire, sont au nombre de trois, savoir: Tjeroetoe, Blantoe et 


© Dans fa période de 1880-1835, nous donnerons quelques détails sur ce Prince indigéne, 
grand protectear des pirates. 
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1818 Siajok, tous dans ]’Ile.de Biliton. Le nombre de bdtimens des pirates de la 
famille de Soekoe Djoeroe ne s’éléve guére & plus de 50 petits praux, 
servant de demeure, et de 4 praux corsaires, répartis dans les trois endroits 
que je viens d’indiquer. La famille des Orang Sekat posséde a Tjeroetoe 80 
petits praux & demeure et 6 praux de course : 4 Blantoe 120 praux & demeure 
.et 10 praux de course; enfin, 4 Siajok, 30 petits praux et 2 praux de course. 
Des praux corsaires de Biliton sont rarement plus grands que 2 4 3 koyangs 
chacun, et ne portent guére qu’une couple de pierriers et quelques piques. 

“ La petite Ile de Carimata dans le voisinage de Biliton, contient, dit-on, 
environ quarante familles soumises au Prince de Riouw; elles ne possédent en 
commun que deux batimens destinés aux courses et armés chacun de deux 
pieces. Cette population vit principalement de la péche du tripang, dont elle 
fait chaque année une provision de deux cents picols environ. Les pirates de 
Biliton et de Carimata ne visitent point d’autres endroits, au dire de Radja Akil, 
que la céte septentrionale de Java. Au commencement d’Avril, aussitét que 
la mousson d’est se fait sentir, ils entreprennent leur course le long de la céte 
de Java, course qu’ils renouvellent jusqu’a trois fois pendant la durée de la 
méme mousson. 

“ Enfin le Sultan de Matam, sur la céte de Bornéo, équipe et entretient 
3 grands praux corsaires, de 5 ou 6 koyangs chacun, qui, aprés une tournée 
vers la céte ouest de Célébes, pendant la mousson d’ouest, ont contume d’entre- 
prendre, aprés leur retour, trois expéditions sur la cote de Java, 4 partir du 
commencement de Juin, comme les pirates de Biliton et de Carimata. 

“« Je n’ai pas besoin de rappeler 4 votre Excellence, que dans cette énumé- 
ration ou j’ai fait entrer tous les renseignements obtenus jusqu’a présent, il n’est 
pas fait mention des forces du Sultan de Sambas, de Succadana, de Bornéo, des 
Lanounais proprement dits de Mindanao, ni méme de celles des pirates de Soeloe 
et du pays des Boegis. 

‘ Quoique la réduction des repaires que je viens de décrire ne suffise pas 
pour extirper la piraterie de l’Archipel des Indes-Orientales, il n’en est pas moins 
vrai qu’elle serait diminuée de moitié si l’on s’en rendait maitre ; et cela justement 
dans les lieux oi les pirates causent le plus de dommage a nos possessions, c’est- 
a-dire le long des cdtes de Java, de Banka et de Palembang. Ets’il m’est permis 
de faire ici usage de la liberté que votre Excellence m’a accordée, et d’exprimer 
mon opinion au sujet de cette expédition, je crois qu’il serait inutile de l’entre- 
prendre, 4 moins de mettre sur pied une force suffisante pour soumettre et 
maintenir sous le joug toutes les {les et retraites que j’ai décrites, 4 l’exception 
du seul Etat de Siak. Je crois ensuite qu’il s’agirait, pour parvenir 4 quelque 
bon résultat, bien moins de détruire et d’extirper, que de désarmer et de 
soumettre ces populations ; cependant, quant aux pirates de Rété, il est difficile 
de déterminer leur sort d’avance. ; 

“Je me garderai bien de donner quelque avis quant aux moyens 
d’exécution, du moins pour ce qui regarde la soumission entiére des points 
ponopsur, Linga et Riouw; car je suppose que cette soumission n’aura guére 
ieu que par l’emploi de la force militaire. Quant 4 la réduction des forces 
navales des pirates, je me permettrai de mettre sous les yeux de votre 
Excellence le plan congu par le méme Radja Akil, auquel je dois tous mes 
Trenseignements. Il] voudrait qu’on équipat & Java 30435 petits batimens de 
5 a 10 koyangs, construits d’aprés un modeéle taillé en bois que j’aurai l"honneur 
de présenter 4 votre Excellence 4 la premiére occasion. Quoiqu’un peu plus 
forts, ces batimens doivent avoir la méme forme, la méme marche rapide des 
praux de pirates, et pouvoir avancer aussi bien a 1a voile qu’& la rame. Une 
flottille ainsi.compos¢e, appuyée.de 5 ou 6 chaloupes-canonniéres bons voiliers, 
et de deux a trois corvettes ou frégates, suffirait, selon toute vraisemblance, pour 
que le Gouvernement pit atteindre son but A l’égard de la piraterie.” 

Le rapport détaillé de M. Muntinghe jeta beaucoup de jour sur la nature 
et l’étendue du mal. L’on peut voir aussi dans cette piéce, avec quel soin le 
Gouverneur-Général Baron Van der Capellen veillait sur le commerce et la 
navigation et sur la sdreté et la tranquillité des cédtes, désireux qu'il était, par 
Yaccomplissement d’un devoir sacré, de répondre A la confiance de son auguste 
Souverain. Le Conseil des Indes s’occupa aussitét, d’aprés ses ordres, de la 
rédaction d’un nouveau traité avec le Sultan de Linga, par lequel ce dernier devait 
s’engager solennellement & réprimer de tout son pouvoir la piraterie dans ses 
Etats ; et la méme année encore (1818), le traité fut juré par le Sultan. Dés 
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1817, une alliance dans le méme sens avait été contractée avec le Sultan de 
Banjermassin (Bornéo) ; et il fut convenu, dans le Traité conclu en 1819 avec le 
Sultan de Pontianak, que le Gouvernement Néerlandais entretiendrait sur la 
céte de Bornéo une flotte de petits batiments pour protéger et assurer le com- 
merce, et que les Sultans contribueraient de tout leur pouvoir 4 faire réussir 
ces mesures. Les traités conclus la méme année avec les Sultans de Mampawa 
et de Sambas, portent expressément que les batiments de ces Etats devront étre 
munis de passeports Néerlandais, s’ils veulent étre admis ailleurs. La méme 
clause fut toujours stipulée dans les contrats passés avec les chefs indigénes de 
Menado (Célébes), et la piraterie y fut placée sous une judicature spéciale. 
Ces mesures ct d’autres semblables étaient devenues de la derniére nécessité. 
En Mai 1819, par exemple, le schooner le ‘“ Lucifer” fut attaqué prés des Boomjes- 
eilanden (Iles des Petits Arbres), 4 une vingtaine de lieues de Batavia par 3 
batimens de pirates; 4 autres batimens se tenaient & une petite distance pour 
soutenir les assaillants en cas de besoin. Les pirates joignirent le “ Lucifer,” criant 
al’équipage, que ni eux, ni leur Radja de Kottaringin(Bornéo) ne craignaient les vais- 
seaur de la Compagnie. Le schooner n’échappa qu’avec peine et ala faveur d’un bon 
vent.—A la méme époque (Mai 1819), le brick de commerce la “ Susanna Barbara,” 
commandé par le propriétaire méme, Badendijk, fut attaqué par 5 praux de 
pirates (penjajaps) 4 la hauteur d’Indramayoe, trés-proche de la céte de Java, sur 
la route de Batavia 4 Tegal. Ces pirates étaient probablement des Malais des 
environs de Linga. Ils criérent au commandant de se rendre; mais celui-ci, 
sans s'inquiéter des décharges répétées de leurs iillas ou pierriers, de leurs 
effroyables hurlements, ou du bruit de leurs gongs (tambours), continua a diriger 
la marche de son navire avec le plus grand sang-froid. Il fut méme assez 
heureux pour atteindre avec une piéce de quatre, |’une des penjajaps; et la 
confusion qui s’ensuivit les forga de suspendre leur attaque. IIs suivirent 
cependant le brick en silence pendant toute la nuit : et le lendemain, s’approchant 
un peu plus, ils demandérent si ce brick était celui du soir précédent. Sur la 
réponse affirmative du commandant, ils le sommérent de nouveau de se rendre. 
Voyant qu’il n’y paraissait pas disposé, ils ouvrirent une seconde fois leur feu, 
Inais sans autre dommage que quelques avaries dans la voilure et dans les 
cordages. Cependant les décharges des pirates auraient fini par devenir funestes 
au brick, si une bonne brise qui s’éleva et un feu mieux ménagé de sa part ne 
VYeussent dégagé peu a peu de ses assaillants.: Les pirates ne cessérent leur 
poursuite que quand ils virent le brick en sireté dans la Rade de Tegal. 
méme mois, les pirates en vinrent aux mains prés de Samarang avec les 
batiments chargés de croiser le long de la céte septentrionale de Java. Dans cette 
rencontre, la marine coloniale eut 4 déplorer la perte du Capitaine de vaisseau 
Stout, mortellement atteint par les dragues d’une piece de canon qui avait sauté. 
; Les pirates n’inquiétaient guére moins A cette époque la cdte méridionale de 
Java. Il suffit, pour s’en convaincre, de consulter la Notice sur I’Ile de Noesa 
Kambangan.* Quatorze ans plus tard, en 1833, il fallut encore mettre a la dis- 
position de l’Administration de Patjitan, sur la céte susdite, un batiment armé, 
desting & éloigner les pirates qui en voulaient aux rochers ot le Gouvernement 
fait recueillir les nids d’oiseaux. Les choses n’allaient guére mieux dans les 
autres parties de l’Archipel. En 1819, par exemple, un batiment de la marine 
coloniale tomba, 4 la hauteur de Banka, entre les mains des pirates, qui, par 
leur nombre, rendaient alors la navigation peu sire. La Chronique des Indes 
Neéerlandaises, année 1820,+ fait mention que pendant le mois d’Aoit de cette 
année, les pirates avaient su se rendre maitres de quelques districts d’étain duns la 
partie sud-est de.cette tle, et qu’ils avaient méme élevd sur plusieurs points des forts 
en terre (bentings), sous le commandement du Radin Kling de Palembang, dont 
la principale fortification se trouvait dans une ‘le voisine, Poeloe Lepar. Le 
Gouvernement envoya aussitét une expédition, sous le commandement du 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keer, pour punir cette insolence. Le Général-Major Jhr. 
Van der Wijck, qui servait alors comme capitaine du génie, déploya beaucoup 
dhabileté et de courage dans cette circonstance. L’expédition comptait aussi 
dans ses rangs ce Radja Akil que déjA nous avons nommé plus d’une fois; il 


* Schets van het eiland Noesa Kambangan, inséré dans le Tijdechrift voor Neérland's Indié, 
le année, tome II. 
+ Kronijk van Nederlandsch Indié over het jaar 1820, insérée dans le Tijdschrift voor Neér- 
land's Indié, 3e année, tome ILI. 
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s’état rendu trés-fameux jadis comme pirate; mais dans cette expédition, ov il 
avait le rang de Major, il rendit avec sa suite de grands services par sa prudence 
‘et par son sang-froid. 

En Septembre 1820, un brick, venant de Soemanap (Madura), fut captaré 
par les pirates & la hauteur des Hes de Linga et Saija, mais bientét repris par la 
‘corvette royale, la “ Venus,” sous les ordres du Capitaine-Lieutenant Van Schuler. 


La composition de la flottille qui fut envoyée contre Palembang en 1821, nous 
permet d’évaluer les forces maritimes alors en activité dans la colonie. Voici la 
liste des batimens qui composaient cette flottille: deux frégates de la marine 
foyale, te “‘ Dageraad” et le ‘‘ Van der Werf;’’ une corvette, le “ Zeepaard ;” 
deux bricks, la “ Siréne” et la “‘ Jacoba Elisabeth ;” une goélette, le “‘ Nassau.” 
La marine coloniale avait fourni trois corvettes, “l’Ajax,” la “ Vénus,” et le 
“ Zwaluw ;” trois goélettes, la ‘‘ Johanna,” la “ Calypso” et “1l’Emma ;” six 
canonniéres & rames et cinq croisiéres. Mais ces forces étaient loin d’étre 
suffisantes pour étouffer la piraterie. 

Nous n’avons guére fait que citer, pour les gnnées 1819 et 1820, quelques 
exemples de l’audace entreprenante des pirates. Ces mémes années ainsi que les 
trois précédentes, 1816, 1817, et 1818, ont dd offrir des faits en plus grand nombre, 
mais qui, n’ayant pas été mis par écrit, ne nous sont point parvenus. Maintes fois 
les pirates firent des descentes sur la céte septentrionale de Java, prés d’Oedjong 
Goenong, entre Pékalongan et Samarang, enlevérent des hommes et brilérent les 
telais de la poste du Gouvernement, et rendirent ainsi, pendant plusieurs jours, la 
grande route peu sire : ce fut probablement l'une des raisons pour lesquelles cette 
route fut tracée plus Al’intérieur. Leurs descentes se répétérent aussi prés de Taya, 
non loin de Joana (résidence de Japara), et méme & peu de distance d’Oedjong 
Panka. Ils n’épargnérent pas davantage la céte septentrionale de Madura, ni 
Panaroekan, dans le voisinage de Bezoeki. IIs firent ou tentérent aussi plusieurs 
descentes dans les environs de Banjoewangi. Aussi le Fort de Banjoewangi a-t-il 
toujours été dans un meilleur état de défense et pourvu d’une plus forte garnison 
que les autres forts des petites résidences de Java. En 1839, ils firent encore 
une descente, le matin, prés du relais de Batoe-dodol, sur la grande route qui longe 
le Détroit de Bali, et ne se rembarquérent qu’aprés avoir pillé les relais et 
renouvelé leur provision d’eau douce. II y avait a peine une demi-heure qu’ils 
étaient partis, que feu le prédicateur Ruempol arriva au relais avec une voiture 
trainée par des chevaux de poste. Quelques instants plus tét, il serait 
immanquablement tombé entre les mains des pirates, qui lui auraient dté la vie 
ou Pauraient emmené avec eux. 


L’année 1822 fut remarquable par une importante expédition dirigée contre 
les pirates de Tontoli et de quelques autres endroits de la cdte nord-ouest de 
Célébes. Cette expédition se composait de la frégate royale le ‘‘ Melampus,” 
sous les ordres du Capitaine A. W. de Man, et de cinq navires de la marine 
coloniale commandés par le Lieutenant de le classe, J. Rambaldo, avec 1000 
hommes de troupes auxiliaires indigénes, répartis dans 24 praux paduakans. 
Les soldats de marine du “Melampus” étaient sous les ordres du Lieutenant 
A. Van der Velden, et cinquante flanquers de Mangkasser sous les ordres des 
Lieutenants Kooij et Banff. Un grand nombre de repaires et de villages des 
pirates furent mis en cendres, 50 de leurs praux détruits, 23 piéces de canons 
conquises, et 40 pirates mis & mort. 


A Yannée 1823 se rapporte un événement vraiment déplorable. Un brick 
particulier, le ‘General de Kock,” fut enlevé le 27 Octobre, entre Indramayoe 
et Chéribon, sur la cdte septentrionale de Java, par 7 corsaires. Le pro- 
‘priétaire du navire, R. Thomson, qui se trouvait 4 bord, fut vraisemblablement 
massacré, car on n’cntendit plus jamais parler de lui. Le Commandant du 
navire, H. Blair, et quelques hommes de l’équipage, ayant été abordés malgré 
leur résistance, sautérent 4la mer, et gagnérent la céte a Ja nage et sauvérent 
‘ainsi leur vie. 

Le Gouverneur des Iles Moluques (plus tard Gouverneur-Général des 
Indes-Orientales), Me. P. Merkus, animé d’un zéle extraordinaire, avait pris & 
tache, dés son entrée en fonctions, et conformément aux instructions du Gou- 
vernement, de consolider la tranquillité et la paix dans cette partie de l’Archipel 
des Moluques qui n’est pas immédiatement soumise a notre domination. La 
piraterie semblait y avoir pris racine. Cependant M. Merkus échoua d’abord 
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dans ses efforts, surtout & cause de la grande influence du Radja Djilolo, pirate 
le plus redouté, qui venait exercer ses violences dans les environs des Iles de 
Ternate, 4 Amboina, et jusque sous le feu du Fort Victoria. 

Ce fameux pirate descendrait d’un Prince Tidorien du méme nom, qui, 
environ trente ans auparavant, alors que le Sultan Djamaloedien et son fils 
Radja Moeda avaient été envoyés 4 Ceylan, s’était soustrait au pouvoir de la 
Compagnie, et avait contre toute justice pris possession des districts Alfoerais 
ressortissant 4 la juridiction de Ternate. Plus tard il avait été obligé de se 
réfugier dans I’Ile de Céram. Tl s’y était établi; et plus d’une fois il vint de 1a 
puller les comptoirs de la Compagnie. Par suite des nouvelles qui lui étaient 
parvenues sur de pareilles entreprises de la part du méme Radja Djilolo, le Gou- 
verneur Merkus avait résolu, vers la fin de l'année 1823, d’envoyer aux informa- 
tions la corvette coloniale “‘ Anna Paulowna,” sous les ordres du Lieutenant de 
Ire classe Momma. La corvette fut bientdt de retour 4 Amboina, annoncant 
que Radja Djilolo avait construit un fort 4 Hatiling, sur la céte nord de Céram 
et qu'il s’'y trouvait une quantité de navires indigénes. Radja Djilolo avait 
refusé une entrevue au commandant; it avait méme fini par ouvrir Je feu du fort 
sur la corvette. Aprés quelques efforts infructueux pour se rendre maitre des 
praux dans la Riviére de Hatiling, le commandant de la corvette avait résolu de 
retourner 4 Amboina pour recevoir des renforts. Le Gouverneur Merkus crut 
nécessaire d’adjoindre 4 “‘!’Anna Paulowna” la corvette royale la ‘“ Komeet,” 
sous les ordres du Capitaine-Lieutenant Pietersen. Ces deux navires, avec un 
détachement de 60 hommes d’infanterie, sous les ordres du Capitaine J. A. Van 
Ganzen, partirent en conséquence d’Amboina le 26 Septembre, 1823, et arriva- 
rent devant la négrerie de Sawaay, 4 six lieues de Hatiling, ot l’on trouva que 
les partisans du soi-distant Radja Djilolo avaient tout réduit en cendres. Le 
jour suivant, les deux navires remirent a la voile et vinrent jeter l’ancre, le 
5 Octobre, dans la Baie de Hatiling. On envoya aussitét une chaloupe a terre 
avec une lettre du Gouverneur, dans laquelle le Radja était invité 4 se rendre a 
bord avec son Premier Secrétaire et un individu nommé Kapitein Laut, afin de 
partir avec une des corvettes pour Amboina, et d’y prendre avec le Gouverne- 
ment Néerlandais les arrangemens que le Radja avait jusqu’alors négligés. 
On laissa une heure au Radja pour préparer sa réponse. Mais au bout de ce 
temps, aucune réponse n’ayant encore été faite, la chaloupe fut expédiée une 
seconde fois a terre et revint avec un billet qui ne renfermait autre chose sinon 
que le Radja Djilolo n’était pas 4 Hatiling, et qu’on demandait un délai pour 
lui faire parvenir la lettre du Gouverneur. Cette réponse fut regardée comme un 
prétexte, d’autant plus que lors de l’envoi de la premiére chaloupe, il n’avait pas 
été question de l’absence du Radja. Les deux corvettes ouvrirent immédiate- 
ment leur feu. Le fort y répondit vivement. Le méme jour encore, le Capi- 
taine Van Ganzen tenta de prendre d’assaut le benting, mais sans y parvenir, 
parce qu’un fossé profond en défendait V’accés. Le matin du jour suivant, les 
corvettes recommencérent le feu et firent bientét taire celui des rebelles. Bientdt 
les Alfoerais, qui s’étaient rendus par terre de Sawaay a Hatiling, recurent l’ordre 
de tenter l’assaut de la négrerie du cété gauche, tandis que le Capitaine Van Ganzen 
avec son détachement, auquel on avait adjoint les mariniers et quelques matelots, 
en feraient autant du cété droit. Soutenus par un feu non-interrompu, les 
assaillants restérent bientét maitres du fort. L’expédition eut six hommes de 
blessés dans l’assaut, les Alfoerais, un plus grand nombre. Outre les piéces 
d’artillerie dont on s’empara, il y eut 80 praux de brilés ou pris; ces 
derniers furent remis au Radja de Sawaay qui s’était rendu a Hatiling a bord de 
une des corvettes. La perte des deux équipages et du détachement d’infanterie 
se monta en tout 4 neuf hommes de tués et A une vingtaine de blessés. Le 
benting de Hatiling fut rasé, et pour protéger la population de Sawaay, on y 
construisit un fort, ot on laissa un officier avec une garnison de 35 hommes. 
Cette garnison fut jugée nécessaire pour conserver la possession de la céte 
septentrionale de Céram et pour résister vigoureusement aux pirates. Cepen- 
dant, malgré les courageux efforts de nos soldats et marins, le principal but de 
Yexpédition n’avait pas été atteint: le Radja Djilolo, qui avait fui dans l’intérieur 
des terres, n’avait point encore été pris. Ill fallait donc songer 4 d’autres moyens 
pour le forcer Ala soumission. La voie des négociations parut la meilleure dans 
les circonstances actuelles. En conséquence, le Gouverneur Merkus fut autorisé, 
en Février 1825, a se mettre directement en rapport avec le Radja, et a lui offrir 
Voccasion de s’établir dans |’ Ile de Ceram et d’y prendre possession d’une portion 
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de territoire sous la souveraineté du Gouvernement Néerlandais. De plus, 
dans le cas od il consentirait 4 cet arrangement, on lui promettait que son frére, 
alors en exil 4 Japara, et au sort duquel le Radja Djilolo avait paru vivement 
s’intéresser, serait ramené 4 Amboina, ot l’on prendrait des mesures ultérieures 
pour sa mise en pleine liberté. Le Gouverneur Merkus ouvrit aussitét les négo- 
ciations avec le Radja et le trouva disposé a se préter aux vues du Gouverne- 
ment, pourvu qu’il demeurt indépendant du Sultan de Tidor, dont il avait 4 se 
plaindre et dont il avait secoué Je joug quatorze ans auparavant. Le Radja 
consentit 4 s'établir avec sa suite sur la céte septentrionale de la Grande Céram, 
sous la protection du Gouvernement. Tl demanda comme une faveur spéciale 
que Y’autorité sur lui et les siens fit confiée Ace frére dont nous venons de 
parler. Ceci ayant été accordé,le Prince Asgar fut placé a la téte des fugitifs 
qui avaient suivi le Radja Dijilolo et recut le titre de Sultan. Comme il parut 
plus tard que l’emplacement du poste de Sawaay n’avait pas été heureusement 
choisi, on l’abandonna, et un nouvel établissement fut élevé & Hatiling. Peu de 
temps aprés la soumission du Radja, le Gouverneur Merkus vint en personne 
visiter cette Ile de Céram, ordinairement nommée la Grande Céram, si peu 
connue et habitée par des sauvages Alfoerais. I] put a cette occasion se con- 
vaincre de l’heureuse influence qu’avaient exercée sur ce pirate jadis si redouté, 
la modération et la douceur que le Gouvernement avait montrées dans cette 
circonstance. 


A peu prés & cette époque, les pirateries dans l’Archipel des Indes- 
Orientales firent le sujet d’un Article inséré dans le Traité conclu le 17 Mars, 
1824, entre les Pays-Bas et la Grande Bretagne. Cet Article (le Véme) porte : 

“Leurs Majestés Britannique et Néerlandaise s’engagent de la méme 
maniére a concourir efficacement dans la répression de la piraterie dans ces mers. 
Elles n’accorderont point de refuge ou de protection 4 des batiments exercant la 
piraterie, et elles ne permettront, en aucun cas, que les navires ou marchandises 
capturés par de tels batiments soient introduits, déposés ou vendus en aucune de 
leurs possessions.” 

Tout ce que nous avons dit plus haut montre clairement que depuis long- 
temps déja le Gouvernement Néerlandais agissait conformément a ce que cet 
Article exigeait de sa part. Rien n’avait été négligé pour affaiblir ce fléau de la 
piraterie, et autant que possible, pour y mettre un terme. Mais la tache n’était, 
pas aisée ; il s’agissait d’enlever 4 des populations un moyen d’existence, favorisé 
de temps immémorial par les Princes et les grands du pays méme. 

Cependant les négociations avec les Princes de Célébes avaient abouti en 
1824, 4 un renouvellement du contrat-général connu dans cet endroit sous le 
nom de Contrat Bongais (Bongaisch kontract). L’Article 14 de ce contrat porte 
que les batiments de ces Princes, pour étre admis dans les possessions Néer- 
landaises, devront étre munis de passeports Néerlandais, et seront soumis, pour 
tout ce qui regarde la navigation et le commerce, aux réglements arrétés par le 
Gouvernement. ‘ 

Certes pareille clause était justifiée par les événements. II suffit pour le 
prouver de s’en référer au rapport des commissaires, le Colonel J. D. Van 
Schelle, Gouverneur, et Me. J. H. Tobias. 

“Nous avons cherché ailleurs,” disent les rapporteurs, “A montrer les 
pertes incalculables que la présence des pirates dans |’Archipel a causées au 
commerce de 1|’établissement de Mangkasser. Dailleurs les rapports des 
Gouverneurs, depuis la restauration du Gouvernement Néerlandais en 1816, 
ont sufisamment fait connaitre les méfaits de ces brigands. On voit souvent 
leurs praux au nombre de 70, de 80 et plus, attaquer dans le Détroit de 
Saleyer et ailleurs, des convois de plus de 20 paduakans bien montées, faire des 
descentes 4 Saleyer, piller et ravager des provinces entiéres & Boeton: et l’on 
commence a craindre avec raison, que Sumbawa, pressée chaque année davantage, 
ne finisse par avoir 4 souffrir de leurs dévastations.” 

“Les pirates établis 4 Taboenko et 8 Tobello généralement connus sous le 
nom de Tobellos, sont originairement des fugitifs venus de Ternate, de Tidor, de 
Batsjan et de Céram, qui ont quitté leur pays environ en 1780 et 1790, aprés 
la fuite du Prince Nikoe de Tidor et par suite des troubles qui en furent la con- 
séquence. Comme d’ordinaire, cette troupe s’est augmentée de quelques autres 
vagabonds et d’un certain nombre d’habitants de Taboenko et Tobello. Ces 


deux endroits sont situés au sud-ouest dans la Baie de Tolo, dans le territoire - 
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du Roi de Loehoe, qui toutefois ne peut pas faire reconnaftre son autorité 
parmi eux. 

“Tous les moyens mis en ceuvre pour ranimer le commerce resteront 
infructueux, tant que les pirates pourront impunément vexer le commercant. 
Nl faudra, nous le croyons, avoir recours dans cette circonstance aux moyens 
violents.” ; 

L’an 1824, il fut encore conclu un Traité avec les Sultans de Ternate et 
de Tidor, iles situées vis-’-vis de Menado, par lequel ces Princes s’engageaient 
a assister au besoin le Gouvernement d’hommes et de batiments contre les 
pirates. 

Voici du reste, d’aprés le “Journal de Batavia” (“ Batavische Courant”), 
le compte-rendu de tout ce qui s’est fait de la part du Gouvernement en 1824: 

‘Les mesures pour la siireté de nos cétes contre les pirateries ont en 
général donné d’excellents résultats. Le commerce au petit cours et les habi- 
tants des cétes n’ont pas éprouvé de pertes, ou du moins pas de pertes 
importantes. d 

“Pendant le mois de Juin, 70 corsaires Papoes ou Céramois se mon- 
trérent dans le voisinage de Banjoewangi ; mais une petite escadre de la marine 
coloniale et V’arrivée de la corvette royale ‘la Cométe’ les fit disparaitre avant 
qu’ils eussent eu le temps de commettre quelque brigandage. 

“Vers le méme temps, les Iles de Kangéang, 4 l’est de Madura, furent 
inquiétées aussi par la flotte qui avait été vue 4 Banjoewangi; mais les batiments 
de la marine coloniale lui donnérent si vivement la chasse, qu’elle quitta aussitét 
ces parages, oti elle n'a plus reparu. 

“La chaloupe-canonniére No. 15 rencontra une partie de cette flotte ; mais 
la nuit qui survint l’empécha d’obtenir aucun avantage sur ces praux. 

“Le schooner la ‘ Circé’ eut le bonheur de reprendre sur quelques pirates, 
au nord de Madura, un batiment chargé de sel et de le rendre 4 son propriétaire. 

“ Des pirates se montrérent dans la Baie de Panaroekan ; la canonniére No. 
18 en vint aux mains avec un de leurs praux, qui malgré de fortes avaries, 
échappa, & la faveur d’un calme plat. 

“On découvrit aussi 4 cette époque des pirates prés de Chéribon. Les 
schooners Je ‘Castor’ et ‘l’Emma,’ envoyés aussitét contre eux, les firent 
bientdt disparattre. 

“Les bruits qui s’étaient répandus, qu'on aurait vu des praux de pirates 
construits sur le modéle des praux de croisiére du Gouvernement, ne se sont pas 
confirmés, 

“Un état de choses si longtemps désiré et si favorable au commerce 
indigéne, doit étre attribué, nous le croyons, 4 l’activité qu’ont montrée a envi, 
dans l’exercice de leurs fonctions, les commandants des divers batiments en 
station et de la marine coloniale,—et en grande partie aussi aux communica- 
tions plus réguliéres, 4 l’unité plus grande que le Département de la Marine sous 
le Contre-Amiral Baron J. J. Melvill de Carnbee, a établies entre les batiments 
de guerre de la marine coloniale et les praux de croisiére des diverses résidences. 
On a pu ainsi, surtout au moyen des petits batiments qui tiraient peu d’eau, 
surveiller et. protéger une bien plus grande étendue qu’on ne pouvait le faire 
jadis. 

“Les commandants indigénes de ces praux ont fait preuve en plusicurs 
circonstances, qu’ils ne sont nullement inférieurs en courage a l’ennemi qu’ils 
avaient A combattre. Les pirates ont eu le dessous dans chaque rencontre. 

“Tl est 4 remarquer que les praux-croisiére, d’ailleurs si utiles a tant d’égards 
aux résidences des cétes, ont particulitrement bien répondu au but pour lequel 
ils ont été construits. Cependant on ne peut nier qu’ils restent inférieurs en 
vitesse aux praux des pirates: ces derniers, plus légers de construction et de 
gréement, et montés par un équipage plus nombreux, peuvent en temps de 
calme ou avec le vent, mettre plus de monde la rame et échapper ainsi 4 toute 
poursuite.” 

Tl est assez remarquable que ce rapport entre dans peu de détails et passe,. 
par exemple, entiérement sous silence l’appui que les pirates trouvaient auprés 
des Princes de Bornéo. L’important rapport du Conseiller des Indes, M. Mun- 
tinghe, du 31 Aoft, 1821, offre 4 ce sujet des particularités qu’il ne sera pas 
inutile de reproduire ici: 

“Les Princes de la céte de Bornéo partagent toutes les inclinations, tous les 
intéréts commerciaux des populations de leurs villes et de leurs rivages; et. 
partout ot ces populations paraissent, comme 4 Sambas, incliner a la piraterie, 
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1824 Tes Princes montrent le méme penchant. Du moins 4 égard de Sambas, il 


suffit pour prouver cette derniére assertion, de parcourir les derniers rapports du 
Résident de l’endroit, et de rappeler qu’on y a équipé, sous les yeux et avec le 
consentement du Sultan, un batiment destiné ala piraterie. Quant & ce qui 
regarde Pontianak, c’est un fait avéré, que le vieux Sultan Said Abdul Rachman, 
aussi bien que le Sultan Kassiem, aprés avoir abandonné le métier de pirate, sont 
devenus les principaux commercants de l’endroit.” 

Outre les mesures que M. Muntinghe avait conseillé de prendre en 1818, il 
proposait encore comme moyens de répression de la piraterie : 

a. D’étendre l'influence du Gouvernement, en concluant des alliances sur- 
tout avec quelques petits Etats encore indépendants, au nord de Sambas et au 
sud de Pontianak, qui servaient encore parfois d’asile aux pirates. Parmi les 
Etats au nord de Sambas on compte Serawak, Kelakka, Moka, Seribas, et Palo; 
et parmi ceux au sud de Pontianak, l’ancienne Succadana, Matam et les Iles de 
Mankap, Panumbangan, Seroetoe, et Carimata. 

b. De nommer, afin de contenir tous ces petits Etats, un Gouverneur stable 

_ sur la cdte de Bornéo, auquel on subordonnerait. les Résidents de Pontianak, de 
Sambas et de Mampawa. 

c. De confier 4 ce Gouverneur le soin de choisir, pour la récolte des nids 
d’oiseaux le long des cdtes et dans les iles, et pour la péche du karet, de l’agar 
agar et du tripang, de choisir, disons-nous, de préférence les peuples de Biliton, 
Linga, Riouw, Seroetoe, et Carimata, et de substituer ainsi a la piraterie, une 
honnéte industrie. 

Le Commissaire de Bornéo, Me. J. H. Tobias, dont l’instruction, en date 
d@’Octobre 1821, enjoignait d’examiner comment il faudrait s’y prendre pour 
retirer de la piraterie les populations de Sambas et d’autres parties de Bornéo, 
et les engager a s’appliquer 4 un commerce licite ou a l’agriculture, répondit 
dans son rapport du 8 Mai, 1822: 

“« L’extension du commerce, grace aux nouvelles déterminations, contribuera 
beaucoup plus que la force des armes a détourner ce fléau d'une maniére 
durable. Il est incontestable que c’est la décadence du commerce, le manque 
de commergants, par suite de ce qu’on leur a été ou qu’on ne leur a pas 
donné l’occasion de se livrer au négoce, que la piraterie a pris naissance et 
s'est développée d’une maniére effrayante depuis quelques années. Les 
Lanounais proprement dits, ou habitans de Magindano, Soeloe et de la céte 
septentrionale de Bornéo, sont probablement les seuls sur lesquels les nou- 
veaux arrangements commerciaux .n’exerceront pas de sitét une influence salu- 
taire ; et les seuls par conséquent pour la _répression desquels il faudra peut-étre 
recourir 4 la force des armes. Du reste, M. Muntinghe, dans son rapport daté 
25 Mai, 1818, a consigné si exactement tout ce qui regarde les pirates, que je me 
dispenserai de revenir sur ce sujet. Je me bornerai aux particularités suivantes : 

“Tl se trouve 4 Matam et a Succadana 7 a 8 batimens de pirates, et. 
probablement un nombre tout aussi peu considérable 4 Carimata. Les pirates 
(Raijats) de ces endroits ne le sont que par pauvreté : il suffirait de leur fournir 
un moyen plus convenable de subsistance pour en faire d’utiles sujets. 

“On ne comprend proprement sous le nom de Lanounais, que les pirates 
de Magindano, de Soeloe et de quelques endroits voisins de I’Ile de Bornéo, 
comme Tuwara, Tumbassa et Mangkabo. On n’équipe pas moins de 100 
batiments 4 Magindano et & Soeloe, 50 & Tuwara, 20 & ‘Tumbassa, et 20 a 
Mangkabo; il en part environ 5 ou 6 de Sumroka a Bornéo proprement dit, 
prés de Tanjong Datoe. Quant aux autres pirateries de moindre importance qui 
se commettent le long de la céte, il faut les attribuer 4 des pirates de toute 
espéce qui n’en font cependant pas une profession habituelle, mais qui y sont 
poussés de temps en temps par le plus impérieux besoin et la pauvreté. 

“En réglant les affaires de Bornéo, je me flatte qu’on pourra facilement 
dompter cette dernigre espéce de pirates; mais il faudra prendre des mesures 
beaucoup plus vigoureuses contre les Lanounais. Leur cruauté et leur avidité 
gont incroyables. Le capitaine du batiment Anglais “Seaflower” a fait a 
ses dépens la terrible expérience de leur perfidie. Lun des chefs, nommé Datoe 
Sabandhar, aprés avoir séjourné huit jours 4 bord, mangé pendant tout ce temps 
a la table du capitaine et couché dans sa cabine, tenta avec ceux de sa suite de 
mettre le navire au pillage. Ce perfide dessein échoua cependant et codita la 
vie au pirate et 4 douze des siens ; les autressautérent Ala mer. L’équipage du 
navire eut quatre hommes de tués et beaucoup de blessés. Le capitaine fut 
atteint de douze blessures et perdit pour toujours l’usage de son bras droit. 
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C’est lui-méme qui m’a communiqué toutes les particularités de cette affaire, 1894 


ajoutant que son Gouvernement ne manquerait pas de tirer vengeance d’une 
telle perfidie. Le ‘Seaflower’ était cependant un petit navire de 16 piéces, 
équipé en guerre et monté par 60 hommes environ, Européens pour la plupart ; 
et le capitaine est un officier de la marine royale en congé. Ce fait peut donner 
tine idée de l’audace et de la puissance de ces insulaires. 

“Les. détails que je viens de rapporter m’ont été communiqués par le 
Sultan de Sambas, qui m’a confirmé de plus tous ceux dont M. Muntinghe a fait 
usage dans son rapport. Ce Prince, jadis l’un des principaux pirates, est par- 
faitement au fait de tout ce qui les concerne; et quoique parent de quelques- 
uns de leurs petits Princes, entr’autres ceux de Linga et de Riouw, il n’est en 
aucune maniére complice de leurs brigundages. Selon lui, le seul moyen 
dextirper le mal jusqu’a la racine, serait de punir sévérement tous les petits 
Princes qui exercent encore la piraterie ou qui la favorisent en secret. II offre 
lui-méme ses services pour des expéditions de ce genre; cependant cette offre 
he devrait étre acceptée qu’avec la plus grande prudence. Par une trop grande 
condescendance de sa part, il est. souvent obligé de fermer les yeux sur des 
méfaits qu'il ne devrait point tolérer de ses sujets. L’année derniére encore, 
certaines circonstances, et plus encore sa bonhomie ordinaire, ont en quelque 
sorte rendu complice d’un certain Prince de Riouw, nommé Radja Toea, pirate 
déterminé qui réside actuellement & Serassa. Ils avaient jadis fait plus d'une 
expédition ensemble.” 

Le second volume, Ire année, du ‘‘ Journal des Indes-Orientales” renferme 
a Varticle Bornéo, la description d’un voyage fait dans le Banjermassin en 1824, 
L’auteur, qui est, si nous ne nous trompons, M. H. M. Halewijn, s’exprime 
comme suit: “La Rivitre de Molucco est située a l’est de la grande Riviére de 
Banjermassin ; l’embouchure en est large et particulirement belle. Aprés 
Pavoir remontée pendant un quart de lieue, nous arrivames 4 un endroit ot 
avait jadis existé un petit fort qui fut détruit en 1819 par les Dayaks ou pirates. 
Un sous-officier Européen perdit la vie dans cette occasion.” 

L’auteur rapporte ensuite que la partie de la population Dayak et celle de 
Banjer, qui habite le rivage, a su par de secrétes communications avec les 
pirates se pourvoir d’armes et d’artillerie. Citons encore ce qu'il dit ensuite 
des Provinces de Kottaringin, Leway, Sintang, Pagatan, Passir, Kottei et Berou 
sur la cdte orientale: “ Quoique tous ces petits pays puissent paraitre avoir par 
eux-mémes peu d’importance, il n’en est pas moins nécessaire que le Gouverne- 
ment Néerlandais, s’il veut réprimer la piraterie, entretienne une police sans 
cesse active sur tous ces petits Etats indépendants les uns des autres. 

“Tl est prouvé que les cdtes de Bornéo offrent d’ordinaire un refuge assuré 
aux pirates qui infestent si souvent les cdtes de Java. Les petits Princes de ces 
Etats ont souvent avec ces pirates des rapports secrets, qu’ils changeraient 
bientét en communications ouvertes, n’était la crainte que leur inspire le 
Gouvernement Néerlandais.. Pendant que je me trouvais 4 Kottaringin, les 
chefs de l’endroit me racontérent que, quatre mois auparavant, quelques pirates, 
sous la conduite d’un certain Panglima Koewat, étaient venus demander un asile 
au Prince: il leur fut accordé, sinon par crainte du moins par impuissance de 
leur résister ; A condition toutefois qu’ils s’établirait dans la Baie de Kornay. 
Tls avaient avec eux 30 batimens, 100 femmes, et 50 enfans. 

“« Avec leurs légers et rapides praux 4 rames, les pirates ne semblent guére 
craindre les batimens de guerre. Ils avaient lair de beaucoup plus redouter 
que le Gouvernement, de concert avec les petits Princes de la cdte de Bornéo, 
n’envoyat le long des cétes des expéditions composées de petits batimens, afin 
de les chasser de leurs repaires, car alors, forcés de reprendre la mer, ils 
tomberaient infailliblement au pouvoir des croisiéres. 

‘‘Les pirates qui s’entendent avec les Princes des cétes de Bornéo, leur 
cédent une partie du butin qu’ils ont enlevé ou leur vendent les malheureux 
quiils ont fait prisonniers. Leurs praux sont armés d’ordinaire d’un équipage 
exercé, habitué & une vie nomade et rude. 

“ Les Bouginais ont une maniére particuligre de combattre les pirates. Ils 
montent de petites embarcations, qui, outre les rameurs, portent un homme 
armé d’une carabine ; ils s'efforcent de s’approcher aussi prés que ‘possible des 
batimens des pirates, de fagon cependant a rester hors de portée de la petite 
piéce que ces batimens portent a Pavant. Et comme ce sont d’excellents 
tireurs, ils font éprouver par cette manceuvre des pertes sensibles aux pirates; 
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1824 aussi ces derniers déclarent-ils ouvertement qu’ils redoutent d’avoir affaire aux 


Bouginais. Quelquefois méme ils abordent sur-le-champ les pirates; les deux 
partis en viennent alors aux mains avec un tel acharnement qu’ils changent 
souvent de batiment pendant le combat.” 

Cette description et ces développemens sont parfaitement d’accord avec ce 
que rapporte la ‘‘ Chronique des Indes Néerlandaises,” année 1819,* savoir: que 
les nouveaux réglemens qui furent mis 4 exécution sur la céte de Bornéo 
en 1819, ne furent agréables ni aux Princes, ni aux indigénes ; que la population des 
cétes dont la piraterie est le principal moyen de subsistance, se trouva tout-a- 
coup contrariée et limitée dans ses expéditions,—et que les Princes pour lesquels 
la piraterie était une source précieuse de revenus, ne se prétérent qu’avec beaucoup 
de tiédeur 4 l’introduction d’un état de choses si contraire a leurs intéréts. 

Reprenons notre apercu historique, un moment interrompu. 

Vers le fin de 1824 et au commencement de 1825, divers transports 
militaires qui devaient faire partie de l’expédition de Célébes, partirent de Java 
pour Mangkasser. Parmi les navires qui servaient au transport se trouvait le 
‘Fathal Barie,” qui portait un détachement militaire de 225 hommes, sous les 
ordres du Major Geij. L’embarquement avait eu lieu 4 Samarang; et l’on avait 
quitté Soerabaya depuis quelques jours, quand on découvrit deux batimens qui 
avancaient dans la méme direction. “ AussitOt qu’on les vit diminuer de voiles,” 
raconte M. le Capitaine J. C. Van Rijneveld,t ‘‘comme pour attendre le 
transport, le Major Geij pensa que ce pouvait étre des corsaires, qui, loin de 
soupgonner la présence d’une force militaire aussi considérable, croyaient 
trouver une proie facile. C’était pour notre intrépide major une espéce d’inter- 
mezzo dont il se proposait de tirer toute le parti possible, surtout pour préparer 
le moral de ses subordonnés a de plus grands exploits. I] fit prendre les armes 
aux goldats, charger les caronades et cacher son monde; puis il donna l’ordre 
davancer & l’improviste sur les pirates. Les deux corsaires se tenaient prés 
Pun de lautre et paraissaient se préparer 4 aborder le ‘Fathal Barie." Aussitét 
qu’on fit arrivé & une portée de fusil, 4 un signe du Major Geij, les quatre 
caronades firent une décharge, et les troupes se montrant subitement, ouvrirent 
une vive fusillade. Aprés un aussi sérieux avertissement, on cria aux deux 
commandants de venir eux-mémes apporter leurs passeports A bord du 
‘Fathal Barie.’ Il y efit quelques instants d’hésitation, pendant lesquels 
on put voir les pirates jeter 4 la mer plusieurs piéces de canons aussi 
secrétement que possible; les deux chefs obéirent A la sommation. Les 
faux passeports dont ils étaient porteurs, et les canons qu’on découvrit 
encore sur les batimens, quoiqu’ils s’efforgassent de les dérober aux regards en 
les recouvrant de voiles, prouvérent bien qu’on ne s‘était pas trompé en les 
attaquant comme pirates. Les soldats recurent l’ordre de se tenir préts & 
recommencer le feu; et les canonniers se placérent, méche allumée, & cété de 
leurs piéces. Alors le Major Geij ordonna a un brave sous-officier, blanchi au 
service, de descendre avec un fort détachement dans une chaloupe, pour trans- 
porter une partie de l’équipage des deux corsaires & bord du ‘Fathal Barie ;’ 
en méme temps il cria aux pirates qu’on les coulerait s’ils faisaient la moindre 
résistance. Au moment oi l’embarcation s’éloigna du ‘ Fathal Barie,’ le chef 
des pirates prononga a haute voix du pont du navire, quelques paroles incompré- 
hensibles, mais qu’on reconnit plus tard pour un ordre de commencer le 
massacre (amok). Quelques-uns des pirates qui se trouvaient sur le pont de 
leurs batimens se laissérent transporter sans résistance 4 bord du ‘Fathal Barie.’ 
On les désarma de leurs crids, qu’ils tenaient cachés, et on les mit aux fers, 
pendant que l’embarcation retournait prendre un second chargement de pirates. 
Leur chef, voyant probablement ses projets déjou¢s par ces rigoureuses mesures, 
répéta alors son terrible cri d'amok ; et tirant en méme temps un crids quiil 
avait su dérober a tous les regards, il se précipita sur le Major Geij, qui surveil- 
lait, le dos tourné, l’exécution de ses ordres, et l’aurait infailliblement percé, 
si le capitaine du navire Anglais n’avait été sur ses gardes, et ne l’avait terrassé 
d’un coup de pince & canon qu’il tenait Ala main. L’autre chef qui se tenait 
vers la proue sous la garde de deux soldats, les frappa successivement de son 


* Krontjk van Nederlandsch Indie over het jaar 1819, insérée dans le 2e volume, 3e année, 
du Journal des Indes-Orientales ( Tijdschrift voor Neérland's-Indié). 

+ Dans l’ouvrage intitulé: Celebes of veldtogt der Nederlanders op het eiland Celebes in de 
jaren 1824 et 1825, (Célébes, ou campagne des Néerlandais dans I'Ile de Célébes,, pendant les années 
1824 et 1825). Breda, 1840. 
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crids et s’élanca 4 la mer; mais, atteint de plusieurs balles, il disparut sous l’eau. 
Le cri de mort avait été entendu sur les deux batimens corsaires au moment od 
une portion de l’équipage de l’embarcation se trouvait 4 bord des pirates. 
Ceux-ci, qui jusqu’alors s’étaient tenus cachés sous le pont, se montrérent tout- 


- -coup armés de pistolets, de kléwangs et de crids. Malgré la supériorité des 


pirates et la furie de leur attaque, l’équipage de l’embarcation se soutint quelque 
temps, jusqu’d ce que le nembre toujours croissant de leurs adversaires ‘et la 
chute de quelques-uns des leurs les eat forcés a la retraite. L’embarcation se 
retira & quelques brasses de distance et ouvrit une fusillade bien nourrie, qui fut 
dirigée avec tant de sang-froid, que l’on piit se rapprocher des pirates. Tout-a- 
coup le feu se déclara dans la voilure de l'un des corsaires, occasionné sans doute 
par quelque bourre enflammée. Le feu se propagea si rapidement que le 
batiment fat bientét tout en flammes et coula aprés une explosion. L’équipage 
de l’embarcation, prévoyant ce qui venait d’arriver, s’était un peu éloigné, mais 
sans discontinuer son feu sur les pirates du second batiment et sur ceux du 
premier, qui s’étaient jetés 4la mer pour gagner l’autre a la nage. Pendant ce 
temps les autres embarcations du ‘Fathal Barie’ avaient été mises 4 la mer; 
mais les pirates, profitant de la confusion momentanée causée par l’explosion de 
l'autre batiment, parvinrent, & force de rames, 4 se soustraire au danger, quoique 
le vent leur fit contraire. Cependant, entassés comme ils ’étaient, le feu des 
caronades du ‘Fathal Barie’ et la fusillade des chaloupes leur blessérent 
beaucoup de monde avant qu’ils fussent hors de portée.” 


. Le Gouvernement Néerlandais des Indes ne perdit point de vue, comme on 
Ta avancé plus d’une fois, |’Article du Traité de Londres, du 17 Mars, 1824, 
que nous avons rapporté plus haut. On fit aussitdt des efforts pour obtenir 
quelque coopération de la part du Gouvernement Anglais des Indes; car bien 
que le besoin ne s’en fit point encore fait sentir, ce concours était désirable sous 
tous les rapports, aussi afin d’éviter des difficultés qui pourraient résulter 
contraire au but général du Traité, qui est d’assurer la bonne intelligence entre 
les deux Etats dans leurs possessions d’outre-mer. Cette affaire fut donc l’un 
des objets de l’instruction remise 4 M. Christian Van Angelbeek, fonctionnaire 
expérimenté, qui avait été envoyé 4 Riouw et 4Singapoere au commencement de 
1825. Nous ne pouvons mieux faire que de citer ici son rapport du 12 Avril 
de la méme année, au Gouverneur-Général Baron Van der Capellen. 

“J'ai cru,” dit-il, “occasion convenable pour entretenir Mr. Crawfurd, 
Résident Anglais 4 Singapoere, au sujet de la piraterie, et m’informer auprés de 
lui, si les autorités supérieures du Bengale avaient l’intention de prendre des 
mesures pour la réprimer; lui exposant combien le Gouvernement avait, bien 
plus qu’autrefois, intérét 4 ce que la navigation et le commerce ne fussent pas 
inquiétés dans |’Archipel, je représentai au Résident quelle funeste influence ce 
fléau exerce sur la prospérité et la civilisation des insulaires de cet Archipel ; 
combien les entraves que la piraterie apporte au commerce et a la navigation, 
ralentissent le développement de leur industrie et étouffent en eux tout desir de 
travail: de 14 la nécessité de mettre un terme a la piraterie. Je lui représentai 
enfin, comme mon opinion personnelle, que le moyen le plus sir d’arriver au but 
proposé serait, pour les Gouvernements Anglais et Néerlandais, de prendre des 
mesures 4 peu prés uniformes pour combattre les pirates, et d’agir dans cette 
circonstance en réunissant leurs forces. Le Résident me répondit que cette affaire 
Voccupait sérieusement déja depuis longtemps, et qu'il avait méme eu l’intention 
de présenter au Gouverneur-Général des Indes Anglaises, un projet sur les 
moyens 4 mettre en usage pour |’expulsion des pirates. J’espére maintenant, 
ajouta-t-il, étre bientét en état de réaliser ce projet. I] entra tout-a-fait dans 
mes vues sur la maniére dont il faudrait s'y prendre pour réussir ; et, faisant 
Yobservation qu’on devait faire usage de bateaux 4 vapeur, au nombre de cing 
ou six, i] se promettait les meilleurs résultats de leur emploi, wais il regardait 
la compléte expulsion des pirates, au moyen des croiseurs ordinaires, comme 
fort difficile, pour ne pas dire impossible. Il veut que ces bateaux croisent 
pendant toute l’année entre Java et Poeloe Pinang. Ils devraient parcourir sans 
cesse les Détroits de Malacca, Riouw, Banka, et enfin les cétes de Java et de 
Bornéo, et les purger des pirates: ceux-ci, fatigués de voir leurs entreprises 
échouer partout, seraient enfin forcés de chercher un autre moyen de subsis- 
tance ; et le terrible fiéau prendrait fin. Le Résident de Singapoere semble avoir 
fait de ce sujet l’objet de sérieuses réflexions. II désirerait bien aussi voir les 
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“déux* Gouvernements réunir leurs efforts contre la pirdterie. Le nouveau 


‘ Contrat passé le 4 Aoit, 1824, avec les Princes de Djohor (concernant la cession 


~ de Singapoere) contient un Article qui défend la y sipaaied a leurs sujets; il me 


semble que c’est 14 une preuve de la sincérité des déelarations que Mr. Crawfurd 


‘me faisait naguéres.” 


“‘J’ai constamment,” dit encore M. Angelbeek daris' son rapport général du 


'"14 Aoit, 1825, “ mis sous les yeux du Vice-Roi 4 Riouw; Radja Jafar, que pour 


parvenir & un certain degré de prospérité et de bien-€tre, il était nécessaire 
d’adopter un systéme de Gouvernement plus énergique et en méme temps plus 


’ généreux; et je lui ai donné l’assurance que le Gouvernement était prét a 
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Passister dans cette affaire. J’ai toujours mis en premiére ligne que le principal 
moyen & employer serait de rdprimer et méme d’étouffer la piraterie.” 

_ En 1825, les pirates privérent le Gouvernement de deux fonctionnaires dis- 
tingués. M. Van Grave, Résident de Sambas, se rendait, le 10 Avril, de sa rési- 


* dence a Pontianak a bord de l’un des praux de la flottille du Radja Akil. Ce 


batiment fut attaqué par huit batiments de pirates et coulé a fond. M. Van 
Grave et son compagnon de voyage y perdirent la vie, mortellement atteints 
par des coups de feu. Par contre, le schooner la ‘“‘ Johanna,” de la marine 
coloniale, sous les ordres du Lieutenant de Marine, W. J. Schuler, parvint & 
anéantir un praux de pirates prés d’Indramayoe, sur la céte de Java en Septembre 
de la méme année. 


En Mai 1826, deux autres bAtiments semblables furent mis en fuite a la 
hauteur de Bantjer sur la méme cdte, par la canonniére & rames No. 1, com- 


‘ nhandée par Paspirant de marine De Roock. 


A la méme époque ou a peu prés, le schooner Néerlandais ‘‘]’Anna” quitta 
la Rade de Singapoere, ayant a bord, comme passagers, trois hadjis ou prétres 
Indiens. A la hauteur de Linga, ils attaquerent le commandant et l’équipage 
pendant la nuit, et prouvérent ainsi qu’ils n’avaient d’autre but que de commettre 
des actes de piraterie. On soupgonnait avec raison que c’étaient des pirates de 
profession. 

Quatre hommes qui montaient un petit bateau pécheur furent enlevés en 


‘ yue de Panaroekan, prés de Bezoeki, par des écumeurs de mer et emmenés 


prisonniers. On apercut a la hauteur des Iles de Gili Radja et de Gili Doewa, a 
Test de Madura, un grand nombre de praux de pirates, dont l’un pouvait avoir 
environ 60 pieds de long. Le schooner ‘‘]’Iris,” de la Marine Royale, fut 


~ envoyé contre eux et en vint aux mains avec 7 de leurs praux. 


_ Ala hauteur du Cap Sandana, un praux de Sumbawa fut attaqué par un 
corsaire, qui portait huit lillas ou pierriers et une piéce d’un fort calibre. Peude 
temps auparavant, un brick avait été emporté et un autre batiment marchand 


‘pris 4 la hauteur de Japara, sur la céte nord de Java. A la hauteur de Tegal, 


5 pirates s’emparérent d'un praux mayang, aprés un combat de cing heures 


au moins. ' Un autre batiment indigéne, chargé de gambir de Riouw, fut attaqué 


par six pirates 4 la hauteur de Pékalongan et coulé a fond. Le brick la “Sara” 
soutint, le 11 Mai, 1826, a la hauteur de Mandalike, un combat qui dura depuis le 


‘matin jusqu’A laprés-midi, contre 2 batiments de pirates, portant chacun deux 


pitces de canon et quatre lillas. Le commandunt, ayant épuisé sa munition de 


_ projectiles, eut recours 4 la monnaie de cuivre (probablement les lingots alors en 


circulation). Pendant le combat, les pirates envoyérent a plusieurs reprises leurs 
blessés 4 un praux mayang qu’ils avaient avec eux, et en retirérent des renforts. 
Un des croiseurs de Pékalongan fut attaqué 4 la hauteur de Batang a l’ouest de 
Samarang, par 2 penjajaps de pirates; et malgré un combat longtemps pro- 
longé, il ne put s’en emparer. La méme chose arriva 4 peu de distance de 
Japara; le praux de la residence fut attaqué par un pirate, qui essaya jusqu’a 
trois fois de Taborder. Peu de temps auparavant, 2 praux mayang étaient 
tombés entre ses mains et l’équipage avait été emmené prisonnier. 

Nous donnons ici, pour Pannée 1826, les forces de la Marine Coloniale : 
2 corvettes, 8 grands bricks ou schooners, 5 petits bricks ou schooners, et 18 
chaloupes-canonnitres; et nous empruntons d’un rapport du 4 Mars, 1826, 
No. 100, dressé par le Contre-Amiral Melvill de Carnbee, le passage suivant 
destiné 4 compléter l’apercu que nous venons de donner. 

“ Tlest suffisamment démontré,” dit l’auteur du rapport, “que la Marine 
Coloniale a réellement répondu au but de son institution primitive, c’est-ad-dire, 
que pour protéger le commerce au petit cours ou cétier si important, cette 
marine, par ses croisiéres dans les eaux de cet Archipel, en a écarté autant que pos- 
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sible les nombreug et redoutables pirates. I) suffit de porter un regard attentif sur 1826 


la carte des Indes Néerlandaises, pour reconnaitre que nous sommes comme 
entoures, au milieu de cet Archipel, d’une multitude de petites fles qui sont 
autant de nids de pirates. Les pirates eux-mémes deviennent de jour en jour plus 
audacieux ; ils se présentent mieux armés et en plus grand nombre qu’autrefois ; 
de sorte que ce ne sont pas de petites expéditions dirigées contre tel ou tel , 
repaire d’écumeurs de mer, qui donneront les résultats désirés, ou pourront 
balancer les frais qu’elles entrainerqnt nécessairement. De plus, les batiments 
de guerre de notre Marine Coloniale actuelle ne sont pas propres pour de pareilles 
expéditions. Pour suivre les pirates sur leurs riviéres, dans leurs criques, au 
milieu de leurs repaires cachés, entourées de rochers et d’écueils, il faudrait avoir © 
une flottille de batiments indigénes qui tirassent peu d’eau; comme au reste je 
Vai déa fait voir dans divers rapports adressés au Gouvernement. 

“Tl faudra done se borner dans les croisiéres 4 couvrir nos cétes et 4 pro- 
téger le commerce au petit cours; jusqu’a ce que les Gouvernements Européens 
établis aux Indes aient convaincu les Princes indigénes de ce qu’il y a de honteux 
dans la piraterie, et qu’ils aient indiqué & leurs sujets, dans l’agriculture et dans 
le débouché de leurs produits, un moyen d’existence plus honorable. — 5 

“Je le répéte, les batiments de guerre de la Marine Coloniale, surtout 
pendant les deux derniéres années, ont par leurs croisiéres non-interrompues 
depuis la mi-Mars jusqu’a la fin de Novembre, empéché les pirates de faire des 
descentes sur nos cétes et d’en enlever les habitants comme esclaves dans leurs 
repaires ; ils ont protégé avec succés le commerce qui se fait le long des cétes. 
Le rapport des travaux exécutés en 1824 et 1825 peut servir de preuve de ce 
que j’avance ici. On y trouve en effet la mention qu’une flotte de 70 praux 
Papoes ou Céramoijs, qui, pendant le mois de Juin 1824, s’était montrée dans 
le voisinage de Banjoewangi, fut, repoussée, comme un peu plus tard encore, 
A quelque distance des Iles de Kangéang, ou cette méme flotte commencait a 
inqui¢ter les habitants, Le rapport signale encore la reprise d’un batiment 
chargé de sel par le schooner la ‘ Circé’ de la Marine Royale, qui le rendit 4 son 
légitime propriétaire. La méme année, les pirates furent aussi complétement 
expulsés de la Baie de Panaroekan et du voisinage de Chéribon, aprés avoir 
essuyé plusieurs pertes de la part des batiments de la Marine Coloniale, échelonnés 
dans ces diverses stations. 

“ Deux praux penjajaps, montés par un nombreux équipage, furent succes- 
sivement attaqués en Septembre et Octobre 1825, non loin du Cap d’Indramayoe 
et de celui de Sedarie, par le schooner de la Marine Royale la ‘ Johanna,’ com- 
mandé par le Lieutenant de lére classe, W. J. Schuler. Aprés un violent 
combat, et malgré une résistance acharnée de leur part, les deux praux furent 
pris et coulés a fond et l’équipage passé au fil de l’épée; Vartillerie et les armes 
des penjajaps qu’on pit sauver devinrent le butin des vainqueurs. Cette 
victoire ne fut pas sans perte de notre cété. Le Lieutenant de 2de classe, 
A. D. Timmerman, qui s’était particuliérement distingué, mourut & la suite de 
graves blessures qu’il avait regues pendant le combat. 

“Le 18 Octobre de la méme année, le schooner de la Marine Royale le 
‘Castor’ parvint a dégager un brick de commerce Néerlandais, la ‘Sara Theo- 
dora,’ commandé par W. Borgen, au nord des Karang-Sidoelangs. Attaqué par 
une multitude de batiments de pirates, il était au moment de succomber: le 
schooner lui épargna les malheurs qui auraient suivi la reddition. Il n’est pas 
sans intérét de rappeler encore les engagements qui eurent lieu a la hauteur de 
Goenong Oedjong, a peu de distance du rivage entre les chaloupes du schooner 
déja cité et un praux penjajap de pirates; car c'est 4 ces engagements que deux 
batiments cétiers (pantjallangs) durent leur salut. Notre perte fut dans cette 
occasion d’un mort et trois blessés. 

“ Plusieurs des croiseurs de la Marine Coloniale donnérent la chasse 4 des 
batimens de pirates qui se montrérent en divers endroits. Et si des calmes 
survenus ou des vents contraires permirent aux pirates d’échapper a force 
de rames, sans éprouver aucune perte directe, le but proposé, qui était de les 
expulser de notre voisinage, n’en a pas moins été atteint. 

“ Quelques petits batimens de commerce, il est vrai, comme par exemple 
le brick ‘ l’Anna,’ appartenant a un particulier, furent enlevés par ces écumeurs 
de mer en 1825. Cependant ces accidents sont survenus précisément 4 des 
€poques on les croiseurs de la Marine Coloniale avaient da quitter momentané- 
ment leurs stations, soit pour convoyer des trains de bois, soit pour transporter 
des fonctionnaires, etc. Cette circonstance méme est une nouvelle preuve de la 
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nécessité oi I’on est d’entretenir des croisiéres non-interrompues, et de ce que 
Nous aurions 4 attendre si de bons batimens de guerre ne protégeaient pas 
incessamment nos cdtes!”” 


Pendant le courant de l’année 1827, on put s’assurer que le Sultan de 
Matam, sur la céte occidentale de Bornéo, sur qui l’on avait déja quelques 
soupcons, continuait 4 protéger et A soutenir les pirates, malgré le Traité conclu 
avec lui en 1823. Vers la fin de la méme année, il fit une descente armée dans 
V’Ile de Carimata, pour s’emparer des restes d’un navire échoué sur la céte. Il 
fit massacrer Batin Galang, qui y commandait, et emporta en triomphe 4 Matam 
le drapeau Néerlandais. Le Capitaine de Marine, H. M. Dibbetz, commandant 
la frégate de Sa Majesté la “ Bellona,” fut chargé de venger cette insulte. Le 
Sultan fut détréné, et le Radja Akil, dont nous avons fait mention plusieurs fois 
dans ce récit, établi comme Sultan de Succadana sur les Etats réunis de Matam 
et de Simpang. Ainsi fut détruit un repaire de pirates qui depuis bien des 
années avait fait éprouver au commerce des pertes considérables. On conclut 
ae le Radja Akil un Traité, qui fut confirmé en 1831 par le Gouvernement de 

ava. 


En Octobre 1828 le schooner de la Marine Coloniale, le ‘“‘ Windhond,” 
commandé par le Lieutenant D. J: de Man, rencontra 6 batimens de pirates, 
prés de Pakkies, sur la cdte de Java, et les attaqua aussitét. Cing d’entre eux 
parvinrent 4 s’échapper ; le sixiéme fut pris en ramené au port. 


En Mai 1829, le praux de croisiére de Japara en vint aux mains avec 3 cor- 
saires dont l’un fut abordé et pris: il portait 4 pi¢cesdecanon. Mais d’autre part 
un praux toop, venant de Soemanap et monté par 15 hommes, fut enlevé la méme 
année par des pirates a la hauteur de Biliton. fn autre praux de commerce devint 
aussi leur proie entre Muntok et Jeboes; une grande galére a deux rangs de 
rames, bien armée et montée par 150 hommes, donna la chasse 4 un praux toop 
venant de Singapoere, qui parvint cependant 4 échapper en se réfugiant 4 Banka. . 
4 batimens de pirates croisérent prés de Gossong Assam; et 15 autres 
grands batimens semblables auraient, dit-on, remonté la Riviére Banjoe Assin 
de Palembang, d’ou ils seraient ensuite allés dévaster les cétes de Banka. Le 
22 Octobre une paduakan, venant de Mangkasser, en vint aux mains, dans le 
Détroit de Banka, avec 2 batimens de pirates; la moitié de l’équipage était 
déja hors de combat quand elle fut dégagée par le schooner de Sa Majesté le 
“ Zephyr.” 

Par arrété du 26 Juin, 1829, No. 19, le Gouvernement des Indes détermina 
quelle serait la part de prise revenant aux navires de la Marine Coloniale qui se 
seraient emparés de quelque corsaire. La juridiction pour les cas de piraterie 
fut fixée par un réglement décrété & la méme époque. 

Il résulte évidemment de tout ce que nous venons de dire, que le Gouverne- 
ment Néerlandais des Indes s'est appliqué trés-sérieusement et systématique- 
ment 4 combattre un fiéau qui répandait l’épouvante dans tout I’Archipel, et 
qu’il a taché sincérement de s’entendre avec le Gouvernement Anglais. Il faut 
avouer cependant, qu’aprés l’expiration de l’administration du Gouverneur- 
Général Baron Van der Capellen, les mesures déji en vigueur depuis quelque 
temps, n’aient été maintenues comme il aurait été a désirer. Les nombreuses 
économies qui furent introduites dans l’administration, pendant le Gouvernement 
du Commissaire-Général Vicomte Du Bus de Gisignies (1826—1829), eurent 
une facheuse influence sur la répression de la piraterie. C’est ainsi, pour citer 
un exemple, que les praux de croisiére, construits 4 grands frais, dépérirent sur 
plusieurs points, ou furent baptisés du nom de praux de résidence (Residentie- 
Praauw), et employés d’ordinaire comme batiments de transport. 

Vers la fin de l’année 1829, les forces de la Marine Coloniale étaient 
réduites & deux navires de garde, cinq bricks, neuf schooners et neuf chaloupes 
canonniéres. ‘Ce nombre,” disait le Colonel De Man, alors commandant et 
Directeur des Forces Maritimes de la colonie, dans son rapport détaillé du 
5 Juin, 1829, No. 1521, ‘“‘ce nombre ainsi réduit, en conséquence de l’arrété du 
Commissaire-Général Du Bus (27 Décembre, 1827, No. 20), a paru insuffisant 
pour les croisiéres et pour la défense de cet Archipel contre les attaques et les 
déprédations commises en tant d’endroits par les pirates; insuffisant pour le 
service de convois que l’on demande sans cesse pour la sdreté du commerce au 
petit cours; insuffisant enfin pour beaucoup des services qui se présentent 
journellement. Malgré les réductions qu’elle a eu a subir, la Marine Coloniale a 
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rendu beaucoup de services et méme des services constants, aussi bien sur les 
cétes de Java que dans les établissements éloignés. Si dans quelques endroits 
elle n’a pu prévenir les attaques et les violences des pirates, il faut attribuer 
cette impuissance uniquement aux réductions qu’elle a subies par suite des 
mesures financiéres de votre Excellence.” 

Toutes les fois que Jl’occasion s’en présenta, on introduisit, cependant, 
dans les traités conclus avec les Princes indigénes, des clauses qui tendaient 
a réprimer la piraterie, comme par exemple dans le Traité signé en 1828 avec 
quelques chefs de la céte de la Nouvelle-Guinée. Et il est évident que les 
résultats obtenus pendant ces 14 années de 1816 & 1829, ont été trés- 
favorables sous un aspect général. En résumé les voici ces résultats : 

a. On obtint des renseignements trés-exacts sur les tribus qui se rendaient 
coupables de pirateries, surtout par les importants rapports de MM. Muntinghe, 
Tobias, Halewijn et Van Angelbeek. 

b. La Marine Coloniale, soutenue par une flottille"de batiments de croisiére 
armés, fit beaucoup pour protéger le commerce et les habitants des cdtes, et en 
poursuivant les pirates en pleine mer. 

c. On entreprit d’importantes expéditions maritimes en 1822, pour détruire 
les repaires de pirates établis sur la céte nord-ouest de Célébes; en 1823 ceux 
établis dans I’Ile de Céram et dans les Moluques ; et en 1828 pour mettre un 
terme aux pirateries du Sultan de Matam, sur la céte occidentale de Bornéo. 

d. Par loccupation de I’Ile de Biliton en 1821, on mit fin aux brigandages 
que commettaient les pirates de ces quartiers. 

e. L’alliance conclue en 1824 avec l’Angleterre eut pour résultat, de la 
part du Gouvernement Néerlandais, ’envoi d’un fonctionnaire & Singapoere, 
chargé de s’entendre avec le Résident Anglais sur les moyens 4 employer pour 
réprimer la piraterie par la force des armes, et d’entrer immédiatement en rapport 
avec les Princes de Linga. II ne parait pas que, de son cété, le Gouvernement 
Anglais ait pris des mesures quelconques. 

f. Pour s’opposer & la piraterie, le Gouvernement Néerlandais conclut des 
alliances avec les Princes de Linga et de Riouw, avec ceux des cdtes méridionale 
et occidentale de Bornéo, savoir, de Banjermassin, Pontianak, Sambas, Mampawa, 
Simpang, Matam et Succadana; avec les Princes de Célébes compris dans le 
célébre Traité Bongais; avec les Chefs de Menado, avec les Princes de Ternate 
et de Tidor dans les Moluques ; et enfin avec les Chefs de la céte de la Nouvelle- 
Guinée. 


Seconde Partie. 1830—1835. 


Le Gouverneur-Général Van den Bosch trouva les affaires de Java plus 
calmes. Le Prince rebelle Dipo Negoro s’était soumis. On entreprit les 
différentes cultures sur une plus grande échelle. Le commerce et la navigation 
dans |’Archipel Indien n’échappaient pas aux soins et & la protection du nouveau 
Gouverneur-Général. Pour combattre les maux que causait Ja piraterie il réunit 
ce qui restait des praux-croisiéres des résidences et y ajouta un nombre de 
schooners qui tiraient peu d’eau et confia le commandement de cette flottille a 
M. D. H. Kolff, officier intelligent de la Marine Coloniale. A des époques fixes 
ces batimens, de concert avec ceux des Marines Royale et Coloniale, devaient 
entreprendre des expéditions contre les pirates: chaque année on irait les 
relancer jusque dans leurs repaires, en faire une justice exemplaire, briler leurs 
batimens, enlever leurs armes et répandre ainsi parmi eux la crainte et I’épouvante. 
Cetait une nouvelle vie qui se manifestait; les pirates devaient étre attaqués 
plus vigoureusement que jamais. Nous trouvons noté qu’en Mai 1830 il fut 
résolu de construire, pour en former une flottille, vingt batimens, dont seize 
étaient préts en Aodt 1831; et il fut décidé que l’on en construirait encore 
quatorze. 

En Septembre 1830, deux villages furent ravagés sur la céte de Banka, et 63 
personnes enlevées par les pirates. Les cétes de Lampong, dans la partie méri- 
dionale de I’Ile de Sumatra, étaient également infestées des brigands, mais on 
parvint a se saisir d’un bon nombre, qui furent exilés 4 Banda. En conséquence 
du traité conclu avec le Sultan de Linga, le Vice-Roi de Riouw chargea son fils 
dune expédition dans les parages de Poeloe Boeaya, en Juillet 1830; et le 
succés répondit a l’attente qu’on avait congue. Deux des principaux chefs 
furent faits prisonniers et condamnés aux travaux forcés pour le reste de leur vie. 
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1830 Le Sultan de Linga, par un nouveau traité, sur lequel nous reviendrons plus tard, 


1831 


s’engagea a seconder encore plus énergiquement les mesures du Gouvernement. 

Sur la demande du Gouverneur-Général (9 Décembre, 1830), MM. Pretorius, 
Résident de Palembang, et Du Buy, Résident de Banka, fournirent dans leurs 
rapports du 17 et du 29 Janvier, 1831, d’excellentes indications sur les pirates 
de Djambi, de Rété, et de quelques autres endroits situés sur la cdte orientale de 
Sumatra, indications dont on fit plus tard usage. 


En Mars 1831, le Gouvernement de 1’Inde ratifia le Traité conclu avec le 
Radja Akil, en sa’ qualité de Sultan de Succadana (céte occidentale de Bornéo) : 
ce traité, dont nous avons déja fait mention, renfermait plusieurs Articles relatifs 
a la piraterie. Le méme mois encore, une expédition, sous les ordres de 
M. Hardy de Vicques, partit de Mangkasser; et le Gouvernement sut rendre 
justice au courage que ce fonctionnaire déploya dans cette occasion. En 


Septembre de la méme année, nos troupes eurent a soutenir un combat acharné . 


contre les pirates Atsjinais, dans le voisinage de I'Ile d’Ongé, sur la céte de 


Sumatra. Le Lieutenant. Everts y perdit la vie, et l’agent (posthouder) Bonnet . 


fut griévement blessé. Le Gouvernement de 1’Inde obtint pour ce dernier la 
décoration de l’ordre militaire de Guillaume. Les pirateries des Atsjinais 


diminuérent sensiblement quand 1a nouvelle des succés que nos troupes avaient. . 


obtenus dans la partie septentrionale de Sumatra se fut répandue parmi eux. 
L’audace des pirates dans le Détroit de Malacca continuait de nuire aux 
intéréts du commerce des Anglais dans ces contrées, et quoique les autorités de 


Singapoere se fussent obstinées contre toutes mesures, méme aprés les démarches . 


du Gouvernement Néerlandais en 1825, dont nous avons déja donné les détails 
ci-dessus, le Gouverneur-Général de |’Inde Anglaise jugea 4 propos d’inviter le 
Gouvernement des Indes Néerlandaises, par une lettre du 4 Mars, 1831, a réunir 


leurs efforts pour mettre un terme a cette calamité. I]. est fort remarquable que : 


le Gouvernement de l’Inde Anglaise ne fit, en cette occasion, aucune mention des 
propositions venues de notre cété, sur la maniére d’exécuter le Traité de 1824 au 
sujet de la piraterie. Le Gouvernement de Java parait avoir compris, dés lors, 
a quoi s’en tenir, et le Gouverneur-Général Van den Bosch se contenta donc de 


cette réponse simple (en date du 29 Décembre, 1831) : “Je n’aurai pas besoin de - 
vous assurer, Milord, que je ne suis pas moins disposé que votre Excellence de . 
_ coopérer & des mesures pour la sireté des cdtes, du commerce et de la navigation, . 


et que je ferai usage de tous les moyens pour parvenir a cé but.” Au reste, ce 


n’était pas le Traité de 1824 qui avait décidé le Gouvernement Anglais a cette - 


démarche, mais le simple hasard: le Contre-Amiral Sir C. E. Owen avait 
rencontré une flottille de pirates dans le Détroit de Malacca, et avait remarqué 
sur la céte nord-est de Bintang, 6 praux de pirates, dont l’équipage avait fait 
une descente dans cet endroit. 

Le Gouvernement Néerlandais, conformément a la réponse faite au Gou- 
verneur Anglais, s’empressa de faire de nouvelles démonstrations auprés du 
Sultan de Linga, et conclut avec lui un traité, par lequel le Sultan s’engageait a 
punir de mort ceux qui, dans ses Etats, se rendraient coupables de piraterie. 
Par ordre du Gouvernement, le Capitaine Kolff dressa un rapport sur les meil- 
leures mesures & prendre en général. L’auteur proposait: 1°, de défendre 
absolument T'usage des praux penjujaps et kakaps; 2°, de forcer les soi-disant 
Orang Laut sur les cétes de Biliton et de Linga de s’établir a terre et de céder 
leurs kakaps, sauf & les indemniser de cette perte ; 3°, de destiner lle du Prince 
(Prinsen eiland), dans le Détroit de la Sonde, a des entreprises d’agriculture par 
les pirates; 4°, de ne souffrir d’autres batiments Indiens que les jonques, les 
paduakans, les toops, les pantjallangs, et les sampangs ; et 5°, de déterminer la 
quantité d’armes que les batimens Indiens destinés au commerce pourraient 
avoir 4 bord. En outre, le Gouverneur-Général chargea les fonctionnaires 
supérieurs de recueillir des éclaircissements plus complets sur les pirates. Le 
rapport du Résident de Bantam, M. Smulders, en date du 15 Octobre, 1831, 
renferme plusieurs particularités qui méritent d’étre conservées. Nous avons 
aussi sous les yeux un rapport, en date du 15 Octobre, 1830, rédigé par le 
Pangeran Said Hassan Alhabashy, qui avait été, quelques années auparavant, 
chargé d’une mission & Bali et 4 Sumbawa. Ce rapport est originairement écrit 
en Malais: nous allons en donner la traduction. 

“Je me trouvais, le 17 Juin, 1824, en conséquence de la mission dont j’étais 
chargé pour Bali et Sumbawa, auprés du Résident de Banjoewangi, justement au 
moment of quelques personnes qui venaient de Bali-Lombok arrivérent pour 
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affaires de commerce & Banjoewangi. Ces personnes racontérent qu'il se 1831 
trouvait & Bali 90 praux de.-pirates Ilanounais, dont l’équipage se composait 
dindividus de différentes nations. Peu de temps aprés on recut la nouvelle 
. que ces praux se trouvaient dans le voisinage de la céte orientale de Java, et y 
interceptaient les batimens de commerce. La frégate de guerre la ‘ Komeet’ 
fat aussitét dirigée contre.les pirates. J’ignore ce que devint la frégate aprés son 
départ, car je partis alors pour Bali Badong. Je suis d’avis que Bali, fle indé- 
pendante au milieu des possessions Néerlandaises dans I’Inde, sert de lieu de 
- rassemblement a une foule de mauvais sujets, et qu'il conviendrait de veiller 
attentivement sur leurs démarehes; ensuite, qu’il faudrait purger de ces indi- 
‘ vidus, une fle aussi voisine de Java, attendu qu’autrement les mers voisines de 
Java n’offriraient plus aucune sfreté. De 1824 jusqu’en 1827, les pirates en 
question séjournérent dans le voisinage de Bali, pillant les batiments marchands, 
ou les inquiétant dans leurs voyages. Ils montraient ordinairement la plus 
grande timidité; mais, parfois, comme des animaux que la faim chasse de leurs 
Tepaires, ils pillaient sans distinction tout ce qui tombait a leur portée ; ils atta- 
quaient méme des batiments jusque sur la céte orientale de Java, entre Bezoeki 
et Soemanap. Une fois, cependant, le Lieutenant Brodie, qui commandait le 
schooner de la Marine Royale ‘I’Iris,’ parvint & rencontrer ces pirates: cet 
officier a adressé lui-méme un rapport, en 1827, au Gouvernement, sur ce qui se 
passa dans cette circonstance. Les pirates abandonnérent ensuite leurs anciennes 
retraites, en 1828, vers la fin de la mousson d’été. Quelques-uns d’entr’eux se 
rendirent dans I’Ile de Kangéan (résidence. de Soemanap), y enlevérent 300 
habitants, et les conduisirent 4 Poeloe Laut, sur la céte orientale de Bornéo, ow ils 
‘s’établirent et partagérent entr’eux le butin qu’ils avaient fait. 

‘‘ Sur la céte orientale de Bornéo, dans le voisinage de Poeloe Laut, il se trouve 
un endroit nommé Bankaalen, dont le chef, Hadji Java, originaire de Bornéo, 
favorise depuis longtemps la piraterie. Bankadlen a été jusqu’a présent un lieu 
de rassemblement pour tous les pirates qui viennent se réunir autour de Hadji 
Java. Lune des personnes de ma suite que j’avais envoyée dans le temps a la 
recherche d’un de mes praux toops, qui avait disparu avec son juragan, revint de 
Pegatan, il n’y a pas longtemps, m’annoncer que le praux en question se trouvait 
4 Bankadlen au pouvoir de Hadji Java. Le chef de Pegatan, nommé Mohamad 
Jaha Arbatooh, auquel le Résident de Banjermassin avait écrit 4 ce sujet, me fit 
ramener le praux de Bankadlen & Soerabaya, sous la protection d'une escorte. 
Pendant son séjour & Bankailen, mon envoyé vit méme arriver des praux de 
pirates qui portaient quelques-uns des prisonniers faits 4 Kangéan. I] remarqua 
aussi que les pirates cédaient une partie de leur butin 4 Hadji Java: les praux de 
pirates repartirent bientét apres. 

“Les pirates en question sont originaires de Magindano; on Jes nomme 
Tlanounais. 11 s’en trouve beaucoup parmi eux qui sont d’origine Alfoerienne et 
connus sous dénomination de Joebiloeais; ils viennent de Gilolo, et, c’est de 
concert avec les Ianounais qu’ils se livrent a la piraterie. [1 s’en trouve 
aussi qui viennent de Célébes et des iles situées dans le voisinage de Salayer. 
On évalue 4 90 le nombre de leurs praux. 

“ Outre ces pirates, ilse trouve encore 4 Bankadlen une autre race d’>hommes 
nommés Rayats, qui s’adonnent aussi a la piraterie; et ce sont justement ceux 
qui infestent les cotes de Java. Il est de toute nécessité qu’on cherche a dé- 
couvrir leurs retraites. Les mesures de répression les plus utiles 4 prendre 
seraient de porter la destruction dans les lieux ot les pirates sont secrétement 
protégés. On agit dans le temps de la méme maniere a |’égard de I’asile que les 
pirates avaient trouvé a l’embouchure de la Riviére de Matam, dans ]’Ile de 
Bornéo. La frégate la ‘ Bellona’ y fut envoyée sous les ordres du Capitaine de 
marine Dibbetz ; les pirates furent battus et chassés, et le Gouvernement établit 
& Succadana le Major Radja Akil, auquel ce territoire fut cédé. 

“ Celui-ci doit attacher le plus grand prix cette concession, avoir constam- 
ment présent a Vesprit le but pour lequel le Gouvernement Ta placé dans cet 
endroit, et enfin ne rien omettre de ce que son devoir exige de lui. I] est tenu de 
faire tous ses efforts pour découvrir les retraites des pirates, et, dans ce but, de 
faire explorer par un de ses parents la cdte de Bornéo au sud de Succadana 
jusqu’a Poeloe Laut. 

“ Dans tous les lieux od les pirates séjournent, ils trouvent des gens qui 
sont d’accord avec eux, qui les assistent en leur fournissant des vivres ou de 
quelque autre maniére, et qui retirent leur part du butin: devenant ainsi les 
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1831 complices des pirateries, ils méritent d’éprouver au méme degré les effets de la 
colére du Gouvernement. Antérieurement a I’expédition dirigée contre les 
pirates de Bornéo, les batiments de commerce, sans cesse inquiétés, rencon- 
traient, 4 l'exception d’un petit nombre, plus heureux que les autres, beaucoup 
d’obstacles dans leurs voyages; mais depuis cette expédition la piraterie a 
diminué. C’est donc une preuve de plus que, si l’on parvenait & détruire les 
repaires des pirates, les commergants ne rencontreraient plus de difficultés, et 
alors seulement i] serait permis de dire que la mer est sfire. 

“ Tl n’y a pas longtemps que je recueillis de la bouche de quelques marchands 
venant de Djambi, que deux endroits situés, un 4 l’embouchure du Djambi, et 
Vautre 4 l’embouchure de la Riviére Rété, 4 louest de la rivitre de Palembang, 
servaient de retraite 4 des pirates. Ce sont des Ilanounais, 4 ce qu’on dit. 
C’est surtout dans le Détroit de Banka qu’ils commettent leurs pirateries ; il est 
méme arrivé qu’ils ont fait des descentes dans I’Ile de Banka, pillé et ravagé les 
villages, au grand détriment des commercants. Le voisinage de Banka leur 
permet de renouveler fréquemment leurs ravages ; il est donc absolument néces- 
saire de prendre des mesures rigoureuses pour disperser ces pirates et les expulser 
de leurs repaires, et rétablir ainsi la tranquillité parmi les habitants de Banka. 

“lly a dga bien des années que I’Ile de Biliton sert de retraite a des pirates 
venus de différents quartiers, et qui, pour pouvoir se livrer a la piraterie, recoi- 
vent de leurs complices A Biliton des praux et des effets volés ailleurs. La 
population habite en partie dans Vile, en partie dans des praux autour de I'fle. 
Cette derniére, connue sous le nom de Sekats, vit de sago et de ce que la mer 
lui fournit. On trouve d’ordinaire 50 4 60 de ces praux réunis, et chacun porte 
quatre & cing personnes avec femmes et enfants, qui y passent toute leur vie et 
se transportent d’un lieu & V’autre pour trouver leur subsistance. Leurs praux 
portent le nom de prauz-gobang et leur principale ressource est la piraterie. 
D’aprés cet exposé on sent qu’il y aurait du danger & abandonner entiérement 
Biliton. I] vaudrait mieux y placer quelque personne de confiance, qui veillat 
& ce qu’aucun pirate ne vint y chercher un asile. Qu’on n’oublie pas que 
Banka est voisine de Biliton, et qu’ainsi, faute de surveillance, les relations avec 
la premiere de ces {les pourraient étre interrompues. 

" “En 1809, on proposa au Gouvernement de construire des praux d’une 
espéce particuliére, nommés korra korra, dans le but de les employer contre les 
pirates: cependant cette proposition n’a eu aucune suite. On a proposé ensuite 
d'autres mesures tendant 4 purger des pirates les mers voisines de Java, d’aprés 
lesquelles le Gouvernement se déclara disposé & faire construire une autre sorte 
de praux-croiseurs, nommés kolek trangganoe, et ces praux, convenablement 
gréés, équipés et armés, devaient étre répartis de facon 4 ce que chaque résidence 
efit ses batimens croiseurs. 

“Ces praux-croiseurs parviennent quelquefois 4 rencontrer des pirates ; mais 
d’ordinaire ceux-ci les reconnaissent bien vite, grace a leur vue percante, et ils 
déploient aussitét toutes leurs voiles pour échapper aux croiseurs. Si par hasard 
ils se voient suivis de trop prés, ils rament contre le vent, ce qui leur est facile, 
car leurs batimens sont légérement construits, fins voiliers, et ne portent aucune 
cargaison ; or, justement par des causes contraires, il est impossible aux praux- 
croiseurs d’atteindre les pirates. Si toutes les dépenses qu’a entrainées la con- 
struction des praux de croisiére, avaient été consacrées 4 des expéditions pour 
détruire les repaires des pirates, il n’existerait peut-étre plus un batiment corsaire, 
ou de moins la crainte que de pareilles expéditions aurait répandue au loin, les 
aurait empéchés de se remettre en mer: car il n’est personne parmi eux, qui, au 
récit de ces terribles punitions, n’éprouve le plus grand effroi. Les pirates 
apprendraient par la 4 redouter la puissance du Gouvernement Néerlandais dans 
V’Inde, puissance qui s’étend de Vest & louest ; et dominés par cette frayeur, ils 
renonceraient de leur plein gré a la piraterie. 

“Une autre bande de pirates est originaire de Djohor dans la Presqu’tle 
de Malacca. La population y est partagée en deux castes, dont l’une, nommée 
Saky, habite constamment la terre ferme, tandis que l’autre, les Rayats, sont 
toujours en mer dans des praux qui portent les noms de gobang, kakap and 
penjajap. Alors que Djohor était gouvernée par un Prince Malais, ces deux 
étaient sous ses ordres; mais, faute des données nécessaires, il est fort difficile de 
déterminer combien cet état de choses a duré. Le peu qu’on en sait provient de 
récits transmis oralement. 

“Ces Rayats forment diverses subdivisions, dont chacune, connue dans le 
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dialecte du pays sous la dénomination de Soekoe, est soumise a un chef qui porte 
le titre de Ratin. Tous ces chefs dépendent d’un chef supérieur, le Pengrah, 
qui reléve immédiatement du Souverain. Comme les Rayats ne s’adonnent a 
aucune profession, telle que la culture du riz, etc., qui les appelle a terre, il 
s’ensuit qu’ils vont de cdté et d’autre avec leurs praux, chercher leur subsistance., 
Leur nourriture se compose de sago, de poisson ou de ce que la mer leur fournit. 
Pour tout vétement ils portent un morceau d’étoffe grossiére qui recouvre les 
parties honteuses ; le reste du corps est entiérement nu; car ils paraissent 
endurcis contre le froid aussi bien que peu sensibles 4 la chaleur. Ils savent 
reconnaitre a certains signes, si les pluies seront abondantes ou non ; si le temps 
tournera au beau ou a l’orage. Dans leurs courses ils ne se servent pas de 
boussole; pour se diriger ils observent de nuit les étoiles, et de jour, le soleil. 
Ils savent si leur batiment se trouve dans le voisinage de quelque écueil ou de 
quelque banc de sable. Ils reconnaissent la profondeur de la mer, de jour a la 
couleur de l’eau, de nuit, a l’éclat qui se réfléchit & sasurface. C’est A leur con- 
stant séjour sur les eaux qu’ils doivent cette expérience. On reconnait facilement 
les Rayats 4 des signes nombreux qui trahissent leur nature, ce qui du reste est 
Tepoussant: hommes et femmes, ils répandent autour deux une odeur insup- 
portable; leur aspect seul inspire le dégofit. S’il faut en croire les rapports de 
certaines personnes au fait de leurs lois, les Rayats punissent les grandes crimes 
en empalant le coupable. A cet effet, ils enfoncent en terre un pieu qui ressort 
de six pieds; ce pieu porte a l’extrémité une piéce de fer de trois pieds de long, 
revétue d’une pointe trés-aigué. Le coupable est fixé a cette pointe qui lui 
péneétre jusque dans le crane ; et on le laisse dans cet état, jusqu’a ce que mort 
s‘ensuive. Dans d’autres cas, ilsse contentent de lier pieds et mains au coupable, 
et de l’attacher ensuite 4 un pieu fixé dans l’eau a une profondeur de six pieds : 
selon la gravité du crime, le coupable reste un demi-jour et quelquefois jusqu’A 
trois jours et trois nuits dans cet état, avant de recouvrer sa liberté. Dés que, 
contrairement aux usages recus, on applique d’autres peines aux Rayats, ils 
prennent la fuite ; des soekoes entitres abandonnent le territoire de leurs Princes, 
et vont chercher un refuge 4 Bornéo, 4 Sumatra, ou dans d’autres fles, od ils 
espérent trouver des moyens de subsistance. Avec le temps, tous ces fugitifs 
deviennent pirates. Ils recherchent de préférence ceux qui se montrent préts & 
les assister ; c’est ainsi qu’ils obtiennent de quelques petits Princes de Sumatra 
et de Bornéo, du riz, des munitions et des armes, 4 condition que le butin 
qu’ils auront fait sera divisé en trois parts, dont deux pour les pirates et la 
troisigme pour ceux qui leur ont fourni des vivres. Dans leur langue ces 
vivres sont appelés pelaboer : et parmi leurs fournisseurs, il existe une coutume, 
connue sous le nom de ayoeman chez les pirates, ce qui revient 4 dire: donner 
un et recevoir deux; d’ot l'on peut conclure que ces gens font double profit 
par ce moyen. En conséquence de l'accord qu’ils ont fait avec les pirates, ils 
ont droit A retirer leur part de tout le butin, consistant soit en or, en argent, 
en pierres précieuses de grande valeur, soit en piéces de canon de cuivre 
pesant plus d’un picol, soit enfin en belles femmes. Avant que les pirates 
se mettent en course, leurs chefs se donnent le titre de Panglima; et ceux 
qui assistent les pirates fournissent alors 4 chaque Panglima du riz, de l’opium, 
et des munitions, selon le nombre d'individus qu’il compte sous ses ordres. 

‘‘ Les pirates ne font de courses que pendant la mousson d’est ; au mois de 
Mars, aussitét que la mousson d’est commence 2 se faire sentir, et que la mer est 
calme, les pirates quittent leurs retraites, et se rendent dans les lieux oi ils 
espérent rencontrer quelque batiment marchand. Aussitdt qu’ils ont un praux 
en vue, ils se mettent 4 sa poursuite, l’entourent avec leurs petits praux et 
Yabordent. Si le praux marchand parvient a éviter les pirates, il peut continuer 
sa route sans inquiétude ; dans le cas contraire, le praux est li au pillage et 
Véquipage massacré ou fait prisonnier. Telle est la conduite des pirates pendant 
toute la mousson d’est ; ceux qui parviennent a s’emparer d’un batiment, le con- 
duisent aussitét dans leurs repaires ; tandis que les autres, 4 qui pareille chance 
ne s’est pas encore offerte, attendent la fin de la mousson avant de songer au 
retour. Des le mois de Novembre ou de Décembre, on ne rencontre plus en 
mer aucun bitiment de pirates; ils sont déja rentrés dans leurs retraites, et 
s’occupent a partager le butin de la saison. Alors aussi ils dédommagent large- 
ment leurs avides complices des avances que ceux-ci leur ont faites, soit en 
munitions, soit en vivres, &c. Cette peace est pour eux tous un temps de 
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‘1881 réjouissances. Le jour:se passe a assister 4 des combats de coq, la nuit 4 fumer 


leur opium.; de sorte: qu’au-bout de deux ou-trois jours, ce butin si péniblement 
amassé se trouve dissipé, et qu’il faut songer.& de nouvelles pirateries. 

‘Si l'on n’avait rien & craindre des pirates, il est nombre d’endroits dans les 
senate Néerlandaises qui parviendraient & un haut point de prospérité: les 

abitans n’auraient rien 4 redouter ni sur terre, ni sur mer. C’est pourquoi je 
me suis d’abord attaché 4 faire connaitre la-conduite des pirates, afin que cette 
conduite fit prise en considération. J’ai cru ensuite qu’il était de mon devoir 
de-communiquer au Gouvernement tout ce que je savais des retraites des pirates, 
espérant que ces détails pourraient devenir utiles un jour. 

‘¢ Lorsqu’on entreprendra quelque expédition, le Radja Akil, bien au fait de 
tout ce qui les concerne, devra en faire partie, avec ses sujets. Dans une 
expédition de ce genre il faudra faire usage de bricks de guerre et de schooners, 
et non pas de grands navires, qui tirent beaucoup d’eau ; car la mer étant peu 
profonde le long des cétes de Sumatra et de. Bornéo, ces navires seraient forcés de 
jeter l’'ancre 4 une trop grande distance du rivage. L’expédition devra étre 
accompagnée de praux construits de maniére & pouvoir naviguer dans. des 
endroits ov il n’y aurait que 5 a 6 pieds d’eau, et & pouvoir contenir des soldats. 
Ces praux, aussi légers que possible, étroits et peu élevés, afin de filer rapidement 
sur l'eau, pourvus de rames des deux cétés et de lillas de euivre, pourraient 
rendre les-plus grands services pendant l’expédition, et permettraient de pour- 
suivre les batiments des pirates jusque prés du rivage. 

“Voila & quoi se bornent mes connaissances a cet égard; quant aux opéra- 
tions militaires, il faudrait, ce me semble, en laisser la direction au commandant 
en chef de l’expédition, Tous les préparatifs terminés, il faudra choisir de 
préférence l’époque a laquelle ils sont rentrés avec leur butin dans leurs repaires. 
On sait déja qu’ils se rassemblent quelque part pour faire les réparations 
nécessaires & leurs batiments. Par crainte des avaries que les vers peuvent 
eauser a leurs praux, ils ont coutume, chaque trois mois, de les tirer 4 sec pour 
les nettoyer et chauffer les carénes. Si l’on parvenait 4 surprendre les pirates 
dans un pareil moment, on pourrait étre sir de réussir .4.Jes disperser et a 
s’emparer de leurs praux restés & sec sur le rivage. 

“A Parrivée de l'expédition dans quelqu’un de ces repaires, le commandarit 
fera bloquer l’endroit du cdté de la mer, au moyen des bricks et des schooners, 
afin de fermer, de ce cédté, la retraite aux pirates: cependant, comme - ces 
b&timents ne peuvent s’approcher du-rivage qu’a une certaine distance, il faudra, 
au moyen des praux qui tirent moins d’eau, fermer toutes les issues par ot les 
pirates pourraient s’échapper. Les pirates ne chercheront point a s’ouvrir un 
passage au'travers de la flottille, mais poussés par la frayeur, ils:chercheront & 
s’enfuir avec leurs batiments en longeant la céte aussi prés que possible, soit a la 
voile, soit 4 la rame: mais en placant des praux pres du rivage, on leur fermera 
cette derniére issue; forcés d’abandonner alors leurs batiments, ils fuiront.a 
terre, et leurs praux seront livrés aux flammes. 

« Les retraites des pirates une fois détruites, le bruit se répandra généralement 
que le Gouvernement Néerlandais a voulu mettre un terme aux pirateries; et il 
ne-restera plus 4 combattre que ceux qui s’‘entendaient avec les pirates pour leur 
fournir toute espéce de secours. Dans ce but on dépéchera a tous les petits 
‘chefs ou soi-disant Princes de ces derniers, des agents, pour traiter 4 l’amiable 
avec eux, et leur faire confirmer ces:traités par des serments selon la coutume du 
pays. On fera savoir ensuite.a tous les petits chefs 4 Bornéo, comme a Sumatra, 
que si dans la suite, il se commettait sur leur territoire des pirateries qu’ils ne 
pourraient pas empécher, ils devront aussitét en donner avis au Gouvernement, 
a défaut de quoi ils seront eux-mémes traités comme pirates. 1] est nécessaire 
wussi que le Gouvernement fasse répandre partout des publications dans la 
fangue du pays, détaillant tous les actes :par lesquels on s’exposerait a la 
colére du Gouvernement.” 


Jusqu’ici les considérations du Pangeran Said Hassan Alhabashy, considé- 
ations d’autant plus intéressantes que ce Prince Malais connait ‘mieux que nous 
les mceurs et les habitudes des diverses races dans ]’Archipel Indien. Voyons 
ensuite ce que le Capitaine Kolff dit dans son rapport du Ler’ Novembre, 1831, aprés 
avoir eu sous les yeux toutes les pices qui renfermaient des détails sur la piraterie: 

‘* Parmi les peuplades qu’on peut regarder comme s’adonnant & la piraterie 
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dans |’Archipel Indien (le Gouvernement n’étant pour le moment en: guerre 1881: 


ouverte avec aucun Prince indigéne), il faut ranger les habitans de quelques ‘les 
écartées et de rivages d'un abord difficile, appelés Rayats, ainsi que de petits 
Princes fugitifs ou exilés qui sont venus s’établir parmi eux avec une nombreuse 
famille et des esclaves, mais en petit nombre. Ces Princes errent partout sans 
se fixer nulle part. 

“Ce sont essentiellement des nobles venus de la Baie de Magindano et de 
lEtat de Berou (Bornéo) ; des habitans d’un groupe d’iles au nord de la Riviére 
de Passir (Bornéo) ; des pirates chassés de Cayéli (Ile de Boeroe) ; des nobles 
fugitifs de la c6te nord-est d’Almahéra (Gilolo), et de la cdte sud-ouest de 
Célébes ; ou des nobles sans occupation de Pontianak; les habitans des les. 
situées autour et prés de Linga; le Radja Bagoes sur la Riviére de Siak; la 
turbulente population du littoral de Matam et de Kottawaringin ; celle du littoral 
de Biliton, cdte orientale et méridionale;.et la population qui occupe la céte 
nord-est de la Baie de Boni (Célébes). 

“ Les fugitifs de Magindano et ceux de la Riviére de Berou montent. les 
batimens les plus considérables ; les piéces dont ils font usage sont du plus gros 
calibre: leurs batimens portent le nom de lanongs. Quelquefois ces pirates 
passent cinq a six ans sans retourner. chez eux: ils font pendant ce temps leur 
séjour ordinaire. dans les les 4 ’embouchure de la Riviére de Jambi. Ils semblent’ 
méme actuellement s’y étre établis: du moins ils y ont élevé quelques légéres 
batteries ; et leur puissance est telle aujourd’hui, que le Prince de Jambi se 
trouve hors d’état de les expulser de ses Etats, et s’est vu a cet effet forcé de 
recourir & l’assistance du Gouvernement. : 

“Les Rayats qui habitent le groupe d’fles au nord du Détroit de Mangkas- 
ser, sont fort peu civilisés :. ils sont soutenus.par les habitans des Iles de Soeloe 
et de Magindano. Ils croisent avec des penjajaps et d’autres petits batiments 
dans les environs.de Poeloe Laut, peu de distance du rivage ; leur croisiére 
terminé, ils-regagnent leurs retraites, z 

‘Les pirates et fugitifs de Cayéli, aprés. les punitions infligées, il y a une 
couple d’années, aux habitants de cet endroit, ont été se réunir aux pirates établis 
dans les iles 4 l’embeuchure de la riviére de Jambi; ainsi que quelques grands 
fugitifs de Tobello, céte nord-est de Gilolo. 

“ Parmi les fugitits de Célébes, je range un certain Daing Magissi (autrement 
dit Passota), qui s’est établi dans I'Ile de Boneraté, l’une des {les qui sont situées 
au nord du Sumbawa; au bout d’un certain temps il est parvenu a réunir dea 
forces considérables. 

“ Par grands inactifs de Pontianak et des environs, j’ai voulu désigner les 
enfants et les parents du Prince, qui, vi la grandeur de la famille, doivent songer 
eux-mémes 4 leur subsistance, et qui dans ce but, sous prétexte de se livrer au 
commerce, se rendent avec des penjajaps bien armés, dans le voisinage de 
Biliton. Ils y louent leurs batimens a des pirates, ou, prenant 4 bord quelques- 
uns des habitans du littoral, ils se livrent pour leur propre compte A la piraterie, 
suivant en cela l’exemple de quelques grands de Linga, de Riouw et d’autrea 
endroits vis-a-vis de Linga, sur la céte orientale de Sumatra. 

“Le Radja Bagoes, établi sur la Riviére de Siak, est connu comme l'un des 
plus dangereux pirates: ses courses se bornent au Détroit de Malacca dans les 
possessions Anglaises. Depuis quelque temps ce Radja Bagoes, par suite de 
quelque querelle avec le Sultan de Siak, a été forcé de quitter les Etats de ce 
dernier avec toute sa suite. On dit qu'il est allé s’établir au nord-oucst de 
Pembouchure de la Riviére de Siak, dans l’une des criques vis-a-vis de Malacca.. 

“Dans plusieurs endroits voisins de Kottawaringin et de Matam, et surtout 
dans certaines. criques et certains villages écartés, les habitans s’adonnent a la 
piraterie, et tirent leurs munitions et ce dont ils ont besoin, de Kottawaringin et 
de Kayang prés de Matam, quoiqu’en apparence on feigne de ne pas les tolérer. 

La population qui occupe le littoral de Biliton, presque toujours en mer, 
habite des cases baties sur le rivage, mais plus souvent leurs. propres praux. 
Quoiqu’en petit nombre, ces pirates se rendent redoutables sur les cétes de 
Java; ils peuvent compter sur le secours et |’assistance des principaux lieux 
voisins. 

“ Les principaux batimens dont les pirates font usage dans leurs courses sont 


les penjajaps, les praux kakap et les praux lanong. ' 
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“On appelle penjajap un espéce de praux léger de construction, étroit et 
trés-long, dont la grandeur varie, portant d’ordinaire deux mats avec des voiles 
quadrangulaires de kadjang. Ces batimens sont entiérement ouverts, sauf & 
Parriére un réduit couvert d’un petit payong (toit) servant de demeure au chef 
et de magasin pour ses armes : 11 porte 4 l’avant deux piéces d’un plus ou moins 
grand calibre, dont la bouche perce au travers d’un bastingage en bois, et dont 
la direction est toujours paralléle avec la quille du praux. Les penjajaps de la 
grande espéce portent en outre des lillas reposant sur le bastingage ; les petits 
penjajaps ne portent qu’un ou deux lillas reposant sur une poutre. 20 4 30 
rameurs, accroupis sur des bancs recouverts de nattes, impriment au praux avec 
leurs courtes rames un mouvement rapide, en avant comme en arriére. Plus 
les praux sont petits, plus la marche en est rapide; c’est pourquoi, daus les 
expéditions pour lesquelles les pirates ont réuni plusieurs de ces batimens, ils 
laissent les plus gros en mer ou derriére quelque ile, les réservant pour couvrir 
une attaque plus importante, tandis qu’ils vont a la piraterie avec les plus 

its. 

ie “« Le praux kakap est un petit batiment léger, entigrement ouvert, pourvu 
d'une rame de queue et dans lequel on fait usage de rames ou d’avirons. Il ne 
porte qu’un mat avec une seule voile quadrangulaire. Comme les penjajaps, ces 
batimens sont faits de bois trés-léger, dont les planches sont maintenues au 
moyen de chevilles également de bois et liées avec des rotins; ils tirent peu 
d’eau et accompagnent les grands penjajaps, pour ainsi dire comme les chaloupes, 
un grand vaisseau. Jamais un indigéne ne se met en mer avec un praux kakap 
seul; et l’on peut étre sir que partout ot I’on rencontre un praux kapap, les 
penjajaps ne peuvent étre éloignés. Les plus grands ont au plus 20 a 25 pieds 
de long, et sont montés par les gens de 1’équipage du penjajap dont il dépend: 
pour cet effet on choisit d’ordinaire 8 ou 10 hommes des plus intrépides. En 
temps calme les pirates longent avec ces kakaps les cétes, ou remontent les 
petites riviéres, se confiant en la rapidité de leur marche, et sachant bien que 
s'ils étaient découverts 4 Pimproviste, ils pourraient toujours débarquer et s’enfuir 
avec leur petite embarcation dans les bois. 

‘*Les lanongs sont les praux de pirates de la plus grande espéce connue 
jusqu’ici; et cependant ce sont les moins redoutables et les moins nombreux. 
On les construit 4 Magindano, sur la Riviére de Berou et dans quelques endroits 
voisins. Les lanongs portent d’ordinaire une couple de piéces sur l’avant et 
quelques lillas de cdté. L’équipage, comme celui des batimens que nous venous 
de décrire, est armé de quelques fusils, de bon nombre de piques ou sligis 
(bambous dont la pointe a été noircie au feu), de kléwangs, de crids, &c. 
Quelques-uns de ces batimens ont jusqu’d 60 a 70 pieds de long, avec deux ou 
trois rangs de rames ou avirons, comme les kora koras des Moluques; le 
gréement, du reste, est 4 peu prés le méme que celui de penjajaps ordinaires. 

‘Les lanongs tirent beaucoup d’eau et marchent. péniblement, @ la voile 
comme a la rame ; aussi, depuis des années, est-il rare d’en rencontrer au sud de 
Bornéo, et méme, a ce que j’apprends, ils sont désormais 4 peu prés inconnus 
des marins. Ils ne servent d’ordinaire qu’a protéger des riviéres dans le 
voisinage des résidences des Princes indigénes qui habitent la partie septentrionale 
de l’Archipel. 

“Les pirates sont en mouvement depuis le ler Mai jusqu’a la fin de 
Novembre; le reste de‘ l’année, pendant la mousson d’ouest, ils font leurs 
préparatifs pour la saison suivante, soit dans leurs retraites ordinaires, soit dans 
les endroits ou leur équipement a eu lieu la derniére fois. 

‘*Cependant bon nombre d’entre eux reprennent le chemin de leurs retraites 
au milieu de la mousson d’est, en Juillet, Aodt, et Septembre, surtout quand 
ils ont réussi dés l’abord a faire quelque butin; mais alors ils entreprennent une 
nouvelle course pendant les mois d’Octobre et de Novembre. 

“La maniére d’exercer la piraterie n’est pas toujours la méme, elle varie selon 
le caractére personnel des pirates et les lieux d’ov ils sortent. D’ordinaire ces 
malheureux montrent peu de courage; ils sont mal pourvus de poudre et de 
plomb. La méfiance et la jalousie régnent souvent parmi eux. Ils redoutent 
extrémement les batimens armés en guerre du Gouvernement; et ce n’est que 
dans des cas de nécessité urgente, et quand il n’y a plus pour eux d’autre issue, 

wils se décident 4 attaquer un-batiment armé. A peine un tiers de l’équipage 
e la plupart de leurs praux prend-il part au combat, et parmi ces combattans 
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il faut ranger les trois ou quatre chefs ou champions (voorvechters) nommés 183] 
panglima. Le reste ne se compose que de stupides mercenaires, d’esclaves ou 
de prisonniers. ; 

“Vers la fin de la mousson d’ouest, les grands ou les habitans des iles 
loignées, et en général des lieux ot l’on protége secrétement la piraterie, se 
rendent avec des penjajaps et d’autres batimens particuliers dans les endroits 
qwhabitent les pirates d’un rang inférieur, vendent ou louent 4 ceux-ci leurs 
batimens: et ces praux, pourvus ainsi de passeports et de tout le nécessaire, 
sont quelquefois plus dangereux que les corsaires véritables; car, sous prétexte 
de se livrer 4 la péche de Vagar agar et du tripang, ils s’approchent des iles, et 
quand l’occasion s’en présente, interceptent pendant les calmes et pillent les 
petits bitimens marchands ou pécheurs qui se trouvent a leur portée. ; 

“Les pirates élablis dans les criques de Saba, Rété, et sur la Riviére d’In- 

dragiri, dispersent une petite partie de leurs forces autour des Iles de Brahalla, 
dAllang Tiga et de quelques autres répandues dans le voisinage. Ils attendent 
les batimens marchands venant du nord ou du sud, profitent d’un calme pour 
les attaquer, les pillent et transportent ensuite leur butin et les prisonniers qui 
ont été épargnés, au marché de Jambi, et dans d'autres marchés sur la cdéte de 
Sumatra. Les Arabes, que ce commerce occupe de préférence, achétent tout ce 
butin qu’on porte vendre ailleurs, sans craindre le moins du monde d’étre 
inquiété. 
Poa Une autre partie de ces pirates croisent dans le Détroit de Banka: ils ne se 
contentent pas du pillage des batimens marchands sans défense; maintes fois on 
les a vus, avec l’assistance de bandits qui abondent dans les lievx ot notre 
Gouvernement n’entretient pas de garnison, tenter des descentes, enlever les 
habitans, faire un grand butin et regagner ensuite impunément leurs repaires. 

“Les fles situées dans le voisinage de Linga fournissent un grand nombre de 
pirates, qui, sous la dénomination de Linganais, se rendent sur la fin de la 
mousson d’ouest, vers les cdtes de Java, avec une dizaine de penjajaps et de 
kakaps. Is demeurent réunis jusque prés des Mille-lles (au nord de Batavia) ; 
¢cest leur rendez-vous pendant la mousson d’est ; mais alors ils laissent dans cet 
endroit quelques-uns de leurs plus gros batimens occupés a la péche du tripang, 
se dispersent et étendent leurs pirateries jusqu’au Détroit de la Sonde, le long 
des cétes de Java, jusqu’a Chéribon et plus loin méme, si la saison ou le vent le 
leur permet. 

‘Les pirates de la céte de Biliton, comme aussi ceux de Bornéo, sans 
toutefois combiner leurs courses, se rendent, vers le milieu d’Avril, sur la cdte 
de Java, et choisissent, 4 imitation des Linganais, un lieu de rassemblement. 
dans -les Mille-Iles, ou dans les Iles de Karimon-Java et de Rakit, d’ow ils 
étendent leurs ravages a l’est de Chéribon jusqu’a Sidayo. 

“En Juillet et Aofdt, a ’époque ot les vents d’est sont les plus violents, grand 
nombre de pirates retournent dans les lieux d’ou ils sont partis; et ce sont 
surtout ceux de Pandawangan, ceux qui séjournent A Pengoedjang, dans le 
voisinage de Kottawaringin et de Poeloe Laut. Quand leur butin ne les satisfait 
pas, ils s’arrétent entre les Iles Karimon et Rakit, en attendant les calmes, et 
profitent de ce temps de relache pour réparer les avaries de leurs batimens. 

“ On peut étre sir, tant que dure Ja mousson d’est, et surtout pendant les 
mois de Juillet, d’Aout, et de Septembre, de rencontrer entre ces files plusieurs 
batimens de pirates. 

“« Avant que la mousson d’ouest se fasse sentir, tous ces pirates ont regagné 
leurs retraites ; et il est rare que l'un d’eux se hasarde en mer ou le long des 
cétes de Java, pendant cette saison; les violentes tempétes et les vents du nord 
qui régnent alors, leur rendraient la navigation trop dangereuse et le retour a 
peu prés impossible. 

“Les pirates de Poeloe Laut s’équipent dans différens endroits: la plupart 
d’entre eux viennent des Iles Rayat, le long de la céte nord-est de Bornéo et de 
la Riviére de Borou. D’autres se préparent pour leurs courses dans quelques 
petites principautés sur la céte sud-est de Bornéo. 

“< D’ordinaire leurs courses ne s’étendent pas au-dela d’Oedjong Panka et de 
la céte septentrionale de Madura, ot des criques écartées leur servent de retraite 
pendant les mois d’Aout et de Septembre. On les rencontre rarement a l’ouest 
d’Oedjong Panka; c’est surtout dans le Détroit de Bali, au sud des Iles Soemanap 
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et. le long de la cdte nord-est de Java, qu’ils s’emparent des petits praux 
marchands ou pécheurs. 

“11 m’a paru toutefois que les habitants des cétes des villages écartés a l'orient 
de Java et de Madura, commettent plus de ravages que les vrais pirates venus 
des rivages opposites. Plus d’une fois l’on a mis sur le compte de ces derniers 
des violences dont les autres sont seuls coupables: c’est ainsi que tout récems 
ment le pillage du praux de correspondance du Fort Orange fat d'abord attribué 
aux pirates; mais bientét il fut prouvé que les vrais coupables étaient des 
bandits de Madura.* 

‘Les memes pirates de Poeloe Laut infestent aussi le Détroit de Mangkasser 
et les c6tes sud et sud-ouest de Célébes. 

“« Les pirates qui habitent au nord du Détroit de Mangkasser visitent surtout 
la céte septentrionale de Célébes, et se tiennent dans les nombreuses criques & 
Youest de Menado. Ils pillent au passage les batiments marchands, font quel- 
quefois des descentes dans les villages écartés dépendants de la résidence de 
Menado et en enlévent les habitants. Cette méme céte de Célébes est aussi 
inqui¢tée par des pirates provenant des Iles de Soeloe et de Magindano, qui, sous 
prétexte de commerce, viennent avec de grands navires jusque dans les iles vers 
la pointe nord-est de Célébes, y équipent, pendant leur séjour, des kakaps et 
autres petits batiments semblables, et piratent ensuite, durant les mois de Mai, 
Juin, et Octobre, sur les limites de la résidence de Menado. 

“Ts font ainsi chaque année un nombre considérable de prisonniers qu’ils 
vendent comme esclaves Jans les Iles de Soeloe ou sur la céte de Bornéo. 

“Parmi les pirates qui. infestent la odte nord-est de Madura, et surtout leg 
Tles.de Soemanap et le Détroit de Bali, il se trouve, dit-on, une partie des 
habitants de Boneraté, la plus considérable des {les situées au sud:de Saleyer. 

«Au mois de Mars, ces pirates se dirigent vers Sumbawa, se procurent des 
vivres sur la céte orientale de Lombok par l’entremise des Bouginais établis dang 
cette ile, et vont ensuite croiser prés.des les, situées au sud de Saleyer, et méme 
le long de la cdte orientale de Java. 

“ Cest pendant le virement des deux moussons que ces pirates commettent 
le plus de ravages. 

“ Quand ils s’approchent de la céte de Java, ils se tiennent:d’ordinaire entre 
les rochers de Laut ‘Tjottek jusqu’a Salagaran. Ces rochers leur offrent une 
retraite sire; car, en cas de danger, ils trouvent de nombreuses issues pour 
échapper 4 l’ennemi qui les presse ; et la présence des bancs de sable les mettent 
a Pabri de toute attaque du cédté de la mer. IIs ne retournent chez eux que vers 
la fin de Novembre ; et, pendant le trajet, ils touchent une seconde fois 4 Lome 
bok et Sumbawa pour y payer leurs dettes avec le butin qui leur.est échu. De 
retour 4 Boneraté, ils tirent leurs batiments sur le rivage entre leurs maisons 
situées sur le bord de la mer. Ils ne travaillent aux réparations que peu de 
temps avant de reprendre la mer. La mousson d’ouest est pour eux un temps 
de féte qu’ils passent a jouer, 4 fumer leur opium, &c. ; 

“ Ces pirates trouvent partout sur la céte septentrionale de Mangary (Floris), 


* Il paraft que M. Kolff s'est trompé sur ce fait; car-voici comment l’affaire se passa : 
En 1831, un matin & 5 heures, la chaloupe ou embarcation qui vient chaque mois de Soerabaya 
rter de l'eau, des vivres et la solde au Fort Orange (aujourd’hui Fort Erfprins ou du Prince 
éréditaire), fut prise par des pirates & la hauteur de Grissé. On suppose qu'il y avait dans la 
chaloupe un sergent Européen, un aspirant de marine nommé Cornelis, une vieille femme avec un 
enfant Européen (ou du moins né d'un pére Européen) et quelques rameurs Javanais. 

Le sergent fut massacré, et l'aspirant griévement blessé; mais ce dernier eut la présence d'esprit, 
aprés avoir santé dans la mer, de se soutenir inapercu au gouvernail. Les pirates, ayant pillé l'embar- 
cation, I'abandonnérent; et l'aapirant, recueilli par des pécheurs de la céte de Java, échappa ainsi 
presque miraculeusement & une mort & peu prés certaine. Tous les autres furent faits prisonniers. 

Plus tard, le Résident de Riouw apprit qu'il se trouvait & Galang, parmi les pirates, une femme; 
avec un enfant blanc. Il y envoya aussitét des espions déguisés en petits marchands, pour recouvrer 
les prisonniers, ou, en cas de nécessité, pour les racheter—Les pirates, s’étant doutés de la chose, et 
remarquant que le Résident connaissait toute l’affaire, craignirent d’étre convaincus de brigandage, s'ils 
gardaient plus longtemps leurs prisonniers. Ils transportérent la femme et l’enfant & Pabang sur la 
COte orientale de la Presqu'ile de Malacca, et les y vendirent, 

Par l’intervention d'un marchand Arabe connu dans ces quartiers, et par la coopération de 
Mr. Bonham, Résident de Singapoere, on parvint & recouvrer la femme’ et l'enfant aprés six mois 
@intervalle ; et on les renvoya & Soerabnya. On. recompensa dignement l'Arabe et ses aides. Dans 
Varrété du Gouvernement de |'Inde, en date-du 19 Mai, 1882, No, 20, il.eat fait mention de cette 
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des abris.et des endroits ot ils peuvent se procurer ‘tout ce dont ils ont besoin: 
on nomme, surtout parmi ces endroits, la Riviére de Riao, au milieu de 1’[le ‘de 
Mangary, Salat Moelo.a l’ouest, et Larantoeka a l’est. : 

“ Depuis qu’on se sera borné 4 l’emploi de petits batiments croiseurs, presque 

x en grandeur aux praux des pirates, et ne tirant pas plus d’eau, il est permis 
de s’attendre & voir la cessation totale ou a peu prés, de la piraterie. L'expéri- 
ence a forcé d’en revenir 4 cette mesure si efficace, qu’on avait eu le tort de 
mettre de cété: car les navires de notre marine coloniale ne pouvaient que fort 
rarement pénétrer dans les lieux ot leur présence était le plus nécessaire. 

‘“‘Et maintenant si l’on veut que les expéditions contre les pirates aient 
quelque efficacité ; si l’on veut empécher que ces brigands, chassés des lieux ot 
ils s’arrétent momentanément et sous le prétexte de faire quelque commerce, ne 
se rassemblent ailleurs et ne trouvent d’autres retraites par la protection des 
indigénes, voici les mesures qui me semblent les plus propres pour atteindre 
ce but: 

“1°, Il faudra faire parvenir aux'Princes des principaux Etats situés dans les 
limites de nos possessions, des lettres ou publications, avec les formalités ordi- 
naires, accompagnées de présents, par lesquelles on leur défendra de souffrir 
aucun pirate dans leur voisinage, bien moins ‘encore introduction d’effets 
enlevés et la vente de Javanais prisonniers, sous peine d’étre punis, selon la 
gravité des circonstances. 

«2°, Une des'mesures les plus :nécessaires et les plus conformes aux désirs 
des commergants indigénes, ce sera de proscrire ‘l'avenir l'usage de penjajaps 
ou de-lanongs, d’en défendre ‘ultérieurement la construction. On avertira que 
tout: batiment de cette espéce, monté par:plus de dix hommes et portant quelque 
piéce de canon avec un bastingage ou appélan, dont la grandeur enfin dépasserait 
trois koyangs, sera saisi aussitét et confisqué dans quelque lieu qu’il se trouve, 
au profit du pays ou de celui qui s’en saisit, le tout sans préjudice des poursuites 
judiciaires qui pourront étre dirigées contre le propriétaire et I’équipage du 
batiment, selon les circonstances. 

“‘On pourra adoucir ce que cette défense offrira peut-étre de.dur et d’arbi- 
traire dans certains cas, en offrant au propriétaire de céder les batiments de cette 
espéce au Gouvernement contre une indemnité équitable. 

«3°. Désormais aucun batiment marchand, de moins -de 10 koyangs, ne 
pourra porter d’artillerie; etles batiments gréés 4 la maniére indigéne au-dessous 
de 50 koyangs ne pourront jamais porter plus de deux lillas ou petits canons de 
2 ou 8, au plus six bouches a feu, vingt piques ou lances, un crid ou un kléwang 
pour chacun des hommes de l’équipage, avec une cinquantaine de coups a balle 
pour chaque bouche 4 feu, sous peine d’étre regardés comme des penjajaps et 
confisqués selon les cas. 

‘Quand les autorités locales jugeront convenable de faire une exception aux 
réglemens prescrits dans les établissemens éloignés, le fait sera mentionné dans'le 
passeport, avec les circonstances qui y ont donné lieu. E 

“4°, Aussitét que ces mesures auront été publiées et mises 4 exécution, ‘il 
faudra envoyer ‘contre les pirates les excellents batiments croiseurs en usage 
aujourd’hui, soutenus d’un ou de‘plusieurs navires de guerre. Les principaux 
repaires sur lesquels l'attention du ‘Gouvernement doit se porter d’abord, sont : 
Saba et la Rivitre de Jambi, ‘les ‘petites iles prés de Linga, la cédte nord-est de 
Bornéo prés de Berou et la edte sud-est prés de Poeloe Laut. 

“6°. Dés que le bruit se répand que les pirates sont-arrivés dans les Iles de 
Karimon ou Jes Mille-Iles, il faudra réunir tous les batiments croiseurs des rési- 
dences situées le long de la céte nord-est de Java, les mettre sous les ordres d’une 
personne capable, choisie par les autorités locales, et les diriger ensuite contreles 
fles en question. Je crois que cette attaque, ‘surtout contre les pirates des Tes 
Karimon, sera rarement’infructueuse. 

“Qu’il me soit permis d’ajouter en finissant, et d’aprés l’expérience que m’orit 
procurée de longues années de séjour au milieu des pirates, et d’aprés les sources 
authentiques ot j’ai puisé les ‘renseignements ei-exposés, que ces mesures pro- 
posées contre la piraterie me paraissent les seules dont on ait 4 attendre des 
résultats prompts et efficaces.” § 
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Les pirates continuérent 4 se montrer partout. On les apergut, comme 
dordinaire, en 1832, dans le Détroit de la Sonde; sur les cétes de Bantam; & 
la hauteur de Chéribon ; et enfin, en Novembre 1833, sur la céte méridionale 
de Java dans la Baie de Soembreng. : 

A Pépoque de 1830—1833* les événements politiques, suites de la révo- 
lution Belge, furent cause que l’embargo fut mis sur les navires Néerlandais, ét 
qu’on prit 4 Java des mesures de vigilance pour l’exécution desquelles les forces 
navales aux colonies durent rester disponibles. On ne négligea pourtant aucune 
des ressources que permettaient les circonstances. A cette époque, on fit venir 
de ‘la Hollande de petits bateaux-d-vapeur bien armés. Les pirates qui se 
montrérent 4 Chéribon, furent chassés par un des bateaux-croiseurs de cette 
résidence, aprés un combat acharné, dans lequel le commandant périt. Le 
second obtint du Gouvernement un superbe klewang (sabre Indien) avec in- 
scription, comme récompense de sa courageuse conduite. a 

Dans le but de protéger les Moluques et les autres parties de nos pos- 
sessions dans ]’Archipel Indien, le Commissaire-Inspecteur regut en. 1833, 
diverses instructions particuliéres. 3 

Le nouveau Sultan de Céram (Ile des Moluques) ayant prété secours et 
protection aux pirates de ces contrées, fut conduit prisonnier a Java. C’était 
sans doute un acte de rigueur; mais c’est qu’aussi les pirates Papous ne se con-, 
tentaient plus de vendre & Céram les prisonniers qu’ils avaient faits dans d’autres 
iles ; ils venaient offrir leurs propres compatriotes, qu’ils trainaient de marché en 
marché, accouplés deux a deux.t amet 

A Céleébes, on fit choix de Ile de Tana Tjampéa, au sud de Saleyer, pour 
y établir des pirates comme cultivateurs. O’était un projet dont le Prince Daing 
Mangassing de Boneraté est l’auteur. D’un autre coté, une expédition contre 
les pirates partit de Bima et de Sumbawa. 7 de leurs bitimens furent 
rencontrés et capturés en partie 4 la hauteur de l’Ile de Soemadang. En cette 
occasion, 42 prisonniers obtinrent la liberté. ~ 

A Sumatra, on parvint a faire décamper les pirates qui s’étaient établis sur’ 
la Riviére de Jambi et dans les criques de Saba et des environs. Bientdt aprés, 
le Gouvernement fit construire un fort sur les bords de la Riviére de Jambi. - 

Quant 4 Bornéo, M. Kolff proposa d’expulser les pirates établis. 4 l’em- 
bouchure de Ja Riviére de Berou sur la céte orientale, et de chitier les pirates 
de l’ile voisine de Poeloe Laut. Nous verrons que cette proposition fut adoptée 
et mise 4 exécution. — eae 

En attendant nous allons faire suivre quelques considérations de feu M. J. 
N. Vosmaer, adressées au Gouverneur-Général Van den Bosch, en date du 25 
Novembre, 1833: ; 

'“8i Pon excepte les bienheureuses contrées ot Vinflueuce des Européens 
est parvenue a réformer, pour ainsi dire, le caractére des indigénes, a le modifier 
au point que les vices primitifs de ces populations ne sont plus que des ex- 
ceptions, on est forcé de reconnaitre que les Indiens sont en général portés au 
brigandage. Qu’on ajoute a ces vices primitifs de leur caractére un orgueil 
entiérement mal placé, un’ naturel porté a l’indolence, une complete indifférence 
sur leur sort, une forme déplorable de gouvernement, une sorte de fanatisme 
religieux entretenu par la plus stupide crédulité, une civilisation fort arriérée, et 
Yon se trouvera avoir énuméré les principaux mobiles qui poussent des tribus 
entiéres a faire le métier de la piraterie, mais en méme temps aussi les causes 
qui rendent la répression de ce fiéau si difficile. 

“En dépit de toutes les mesures prises jusqu’ici, le nombre des pirates n’a 
pas diminué, et cette circonstance jointe aux ressources qu’ils trouvent pour se 
procurer de meilleures armes, les rend assez redoutables.: Ce sont la des faits 
qu’il est impossible de nier, que J’expérience nous a appris et d’od l’on peut 
déduire d’importantes conséquences, savoir: que leurs moyens de se procurer 
des armes et des munitions de guerre ont di s’accroitre d’une facon -trés- 
remarquable; et d’autre part que, quant a la résistance, aux obstacles qu’ils 
rencontrent en général dans leurs entreprises, les moyens de se procurer des 


* La colonie coloniale se composait, en 1833, de deux batimens de garde, trois bricks, onze 
schooners et six chaloupes-canonniéres. ee 

+ Voir: Notes prises pendant un voyage dans la partie orientale de l’Archipel Indien 
(“Aanteekeningen gehouden op eene reis in het oostelijk gedeelte van den Indischen Archipel’”’), 
insérées dans la huitiéme année “ du Tijdschrift voor Neérland’s Indié.” 
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munitions de guerre sont si nombreux, que toute mesure prise pour s’y opposer 1833 
manquerait le but et n’apporterait aucun changement remarquable dans |’état 

des choses. Non-seulement ils peuvent se procurer a prix d’argent ces objets 

de premiére nécessité, mais ils en trouvent en plus ou moins grande quantité 

dans tous les batimens dont ils réussissent A s’emparer. Reste donc a nous 
occuper de l’autre point, je veux dire des moyens de réprimer vigoureusement 

cette puissance. : 

: “ Quoique les pirates se soient dispersés 4 peu prés sur toute l’étendue de 
l’Archipel Indien, auteur de ce rapport se bornera aux tribus qui sortent de la 

partie orientale de cet Archipel. 

“Et parmi ces pirates, les premiers dont nous ayons a nous occuper sont 
les soi-disant Lanounais, originaires de Magindano; puis ceux de Soeloe et 
des Moluques; et parmi les derniers on compte les pirates de Tomiki ou 
Tobello, Taboenkoe, les Céramois, les Papous, et en général ceux qui viennent 
de la partie orientale de l’Archipel, tous adonnés au plus affreux paganisme, et 
appartenant aux tribus les moins civilisées de ces parages. On peut étre assurée 
ue toutes ces tribus exercent leurs pirateries 4 lest de Java. Ce que nous 

isons ici regarde aussi ceux de Magindano, en tant, du moins, qu’ils sont 
établis dans le Détroit de Mangkasser. Tous ces pirates, par leur nombre et 
leur puissance, méritent de la part du Gouvernement une sérieuse atten- 
tion. 

* Quelque important qu’il puisse étre, d’ailleurs, de connaitre la situation et 
Tétat de ces repaires,—et pour cela il faudrait nécessairement les avoir visités, 
— il n’en est pas moins utile d’étudier les pirates loin de chez eux; d’autant 
plus que c’est le véritable moyen de s’initier 4 leurs opérations. Avant tout 
il faut remarquer que les pirates compris sous le nom de Magindanais, dans 
quelque lieu, d’ailleurs, qu’ils se soient établis, doivent, en vertu de liens qui 
les unissent entre eux, ainsi que leurs principaux chefs, étre regardés comme 
un peuple dispersé, qui considére comme sa patrie tout lieu qu’il choisit pour 
son séjour. Ces liens de parenté s’étendent a des tribus fixées dans lintérieur 
de nos possessions, et surtout le long des deux cétes qui forment le Détroit de 
Mangkasser. I] faut encore signaler sur la céte de Bornéo les établissements 

. de Berou et de Boelongan, qui fournissent au commerce les objets les plus 
précieux. Ces produits descendent par eau de l’intérieur; on les transporte 
pour la plus grande partie dans les Iles de Soeloe, ot des bitimens qui arrivent 
annuellement de Manille et des jonques Chinoises viennent prendre leur 
cargaison. Sur la céte de Célébes, ces pirates se sont établis 4 Tontoli. Cet 
endroit semble avoir pour eux beaucoup d’attrait. C'était jadis leur principal 
repaire; et avant que cet asile eit été détruit par nos marins et soldats, en 
1822, c’était de 1a que toutes les pirateries étaient dirigées. Je crois qu’ils sont 
revenus s’y établir, ou du moins qu’ils y ont la plupart de leurs praux: quoi 
qu'il en soit, c’est du Détroit de Mangkasser que nous viennent le plus grand 
nombre de pirates Magindanais. Ils se mettent en route vers la fin de la 
mousson d’ouest, afin de profiter de vent du nord, qui régne alors dans le 
Détroit de Mangkasser, pour atteindre la céte méridionale de Célébes. Ils visitent 
d’ordinaire la Baie de Mangkasser, ot la petite ile située au fond de cette baie 
leur offre une excellente retraite et un bon point d’observation sur toute l’étendue 
de la cote. La population du rivage est bien disposée a leur égard; ou du 
moins, soit impuissance, soit mauvaise volonté, on n’y fait aucun effort pour 
écarter les pirates. Parvenus 4 la hauteur du Détroit de Saleyer, la plus septen- 
trionale des trois iles leur fournit un autre point favorable a leurs projets de 
destruction. A cette époque, et pendant le temps du revirement, bon nombre 
de leurs praux croisent dans le détroit et dans le Golfe de Boni, jusqu’a la 
hauteur de la Pointe Patiéro. Souvent ils se rendent vers les cétes de la pres- 
quiile sud-est de Célébes, dans l’Ile de Kambyna ou Kabeina, et en général dans 
les Iles Boeton, par le Détroit de Tioro, jusqu’a la petite Ile de Laboean Belanda, 
située A Ventrée nord du Détroit de Boeton. Comme ces parages sont fort 
fréquentés par les praux de commerce, c’est pour eux un excellent point d’obser- 
vation; et les chances de pillage ne sont pas rares. C’est vers ce temps qu’on 
rencontre le plus souvent les pirates de Tobello, et que, contraints par les 
circonstances, les indigénes non-seulement vivent sur un pied d’amitié avec les 
Magindanais, mais méme se mélent désormais avec eux, et les suivent dans leurs 
divers mouvemens, Vers la fin de la mousson d’est, ils quittent ces iles pour 
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1888 visiter Saleyer et les iles situées au sud de celle-ci, et si le vent leur est favora- 
able, ils vont inquiéter les cétes de Mangary ou Floris, et les iles du Détroit 
d’Allas. Leur séjour sur les cétes des iles méridionales dépend beaucoup des 
circonstances: pendant la plus grande partie de l’année ils pourraient facilement 
regagner les iles septentrionales du Détroit de Saleyer, la céte méridionale de 
Célabes, ou le Détroit de Mangkaaser. Les plus petits praux se hatent de profiter 
de cette facilité pour le retour; il en est d’autres dont le séjour sur ces cétes, 
méme dans les circonstances ordinaires, se prolonge quelquefois jusqu’a trois ans, 
sans qu’ils revoient leur patrie. 

“ On peut donc conclure de ce qui précéde, que les mémes pirates infestent, 
pendant la premiére moitié de l'année, les cétes de Célébes et des iles voisines, 
et pendant la seconde moitié, les iles 4 ’est de Java. On aurait toutefois tort 
de croire que la céte de Célébes fit délivrée des pirates pendant la seconde 
moitié de l’année, ou le sud de l’Archipel, pendant la premiére ; car les pirates 
errent un peu partout; nous n’avons voula qu’indiquer par la la route qu’ils 
prennent ordinairement, quand quelque autre entreprise n’exige pas ailleurs 
leur présence en masse. Il est une foule de circonstances qui contribuent & 
donner a leurs mouvemens la plus grande irrégularité: on dirait par fois, et 
peut-étre en est-il ainsi en réalité, que ces mouvemens servent a l’accome 
plissement de quelque projet concu et discuté d'avance, et qu’ils réunissent une 
bonne partie de leurs forces pour inquiéter certaines cétes et pendant un certain 
temps. 

ren en est du moins ainsi actuellement 4 l’égard des mers et des iles 
citées ci-dessus, qui sont 4 V’orient de Java. En effet, depuis trois ans, leurs 
expéditions semblent se diriger toutes vers ces parages; dans tous les cas, 
depuis la fin de la mousson d’est (1830), leurs principales forces ne se concen 
trent plus comme avant cette époque dans les Iles de Bouton. Leur puissance 
s’est accrue insensiblement au sud de |’Archipel, favorisée sans doute par les 
circonstances ; et ilest étonnant quel nombre de praux il s’y trouve maintenant. 
S'il fallait indiquer la cause de ce genre de navigation, je croirais devoir 
Vattribuer 4 ce que, depuis quelques années, ils ont éprouvé des pertes assez 
considérables sur la céte de Célébes et des iles voisines. La défaite qu’ils 
essuyérent, en 1827, prés de Tana Tjampéa, leur a donné la conviction que, sur. 
tout autre point de la céte de Célébes ou du voisinage, ils étaient exposées a 
des surprises semblables, et qu’ils ne pourraient plus compter sur une retraite 
sire dans ces parages. En observant leurs mouvemens depuis lors, on 
remarquera bien vite que les pirates n’ont plus de lieu de rassemblement déter- 
miné, tout comme s’ils n’étaient pas encore entiérement d’accord sur le point le 
plus convenable a choisir pour lieu de départ de leurs expéditions. C'est, en 
effet, pour eux une chose d'importance majeure, et qui mérite toute l’attention 
possible, que de se choisir un lieu bien situé pour leur sphére d’action, éloigné 
du centre de notre puissance, pouvant les fournir d’eau douce et de tout ce qui 
est nécessaire 4 ]’entretien et aux réparations de leurs batimens. Is choisissent 
de préférence un endroit situé dans le voisinage de quelque ile dont la fertilité 
leur offre une garantie de subsistance. 

“Tl parait cependant qu’ils ont trouvé dans le Détroit d’Allas une petite tle, 
généralement connue sous le nom de Laboean Badja, qui leur sert actuellement 
de lieu de rassemblement et de retraite. Ces parages ne m’étant pas connus, il 
m’est impossible d’indiquer la véritable position de cette ile ou de fournir quel- 
ques renseignements sur cette localité. On m’a assuré cependant que Vile ren. 
ferme une petite anse qui permet aux navires d’approcher de trés-prés du 
rivage, au point qu’il serait possible de détruire, 4 coups de canon, de la rade 
méme, l’espéce d’établissement qu’ils ont fondé dans cette baie. 

“Si, attaquant les pirates dans cet endroit, on parvenait 4 anéantir ou a 
disperser leurs forces, il en résulterait pour le bien général de grands avantages. 
Car, pour agir avec fruit contre les pirates, il faut leur faire une guerre inces- 
sante, ne leur laisser ni tréve, ni repos, et surtout ne pas laisser passer de 
pareilles occasions, sans en faire usage. Dans des entreprises comme celle 
qu’on devrait diriger dans le Détroit d’Allas, il faut agir par surprise et avec le 
plus grand secret, si l’on ne veut pas s’exposer 4 des mouvemens infructueux, 
Tant a cause de son excellente situation que pour d’autres avantages, Mang. 
kasscr me parait le lieu le plus propre a servir de point de départ a toutes les 
expéditions dirigées contre les pirates 4 Vorient de Java: c’est 4 Mangkasser 
qu’arrivent sans cesse les nouvelles relatives aux pirates; 14 encore on pourrait 


38 


trouver des individus qui connaissent les lieux o§ séjournent les forbans. On 1883 

eee y envoyer un certain nombre de etary espéce de 
Atimens qui, jusqu’é présent, m’a paru la plus propre a agir contre les pirates, 

—et les mettre a la disposition du Gouverneur de ile.” 


Il était réservé a l’administration du Gouverneur-Général J.C. Baud (18384 1834 
1836), depuis que Phorizon politique de Europe s‘était éclairci, de tirer parti 
de tous les renseignemens recueillis jusqu’alors. I] fut résolu de diriger chaque 
année une expédition contre les pirates. Dés le commencement de |’année 
1834, le. brick de Sa Majesté la “Meermin,” de concert avec les schooners la 
« Janus” et le “Pilades” de la marine coloniale, furent envoyés a la découverte 
dana le voisinage de Bali et de Lombok. On savait que le schooner “1Iris” 
en était venu aux mains avec 17 praux de pirates prés de ]’Ile de Gilboan, 
au nord du Détroit de Bali, et que ces mémes forbans s’étaient rendus maitres, 
d’un autre schooner dont Je nom est resté inconnu. En Février, le Sultan de 
Tinga et le Vice-Roi de Riouw équipérent 50 bAtimens, attaquérent, de 
concert avec trois bateaux-croiseurs du Gouvernement, les pirates qui s’étaient, 
fixés 4 l’embouchure de la Riviére d’Indragiri, sur Ja céte orientale de Sumatra. 
8 des principaux chefs de ces bandits furent faits prisonniers; 8 d’entre 
eux furent exécutés a Linga, et les autres condamnés pour le reste de leur vie 
aux travaux forcés. Le Gouvernement envoya des présens aux deux Princes, 
ainsi qu’a quelques officiers de leur suite, pour les récompenser de leur courageuse 
et énergique coopération. 

En Avril 1834, sur l’avis de M. Kolff, le Gouvernement dirigea contre Batoe 
Poeti et Berou, sur la cdte orientale de Bornéo, une expédition, qui, sous les 
ordres du Capitaine de vaisseau A. Anemaet, était composée de la corvette de 
Sa Majesté la “ Heldin,” du brick le “ Siewa,” des schooners le “ Castor ” et le 
“ Crocodile,” et de plusieurs praux-croiseurs. Malheureusement, les pirates 
eurent vent de ce qui se préparait A Mangkasser, car c’était la que l’expédition 
devait se réunir; aussi les résultats ne répondirent-ils guére a l’attente générale. 
Cependant les principaux villages et les bitimens des pirates furent brilés: et 
Yon emporta tout ce qu’on trouva d’armes a feu. Plusieurs chefs indigénes, qui, 
jusqu’alors, avaient fait cause commune avec les pirates, firent acte de soumi 
sion, et parmi eux, les petits Princes de Goenong Tabor et de Boelongan. On 
conclut, le 27 Septembre, 1834, avec le premier de ces Princes, un traité, par 
lequel il reconnaissait. que Batoe Poeti et Beron, et les environs, appartenaient 
au Gouvernement Néerlandais,—et s’engageait 4 en éloigner les pirates et a 
protéger le commerce. 

Il parait, en outre, que le Lieutenant de Marine D. J. de Man, commandant 
le schooner le “ Pilades,” de Ja Marine Coloniale, rencontra, en Aoait 1834, a l’est 
de Java, un brick auquel le capitaine avait mis le feu plutét que de l’abandonner 
aux pirates. Le nom du brick comme celui du capitaine sont restés inconnus, 

Comme preuve de |’audace entreprenante des pirates, nous ferons suivre la 
déclaration assez remarquable faite 4 Mangkasser, le 22 Septembre, 1834, par 
Alexandre Bross, qui, lors de la prise du schooner la “ Marie Philippina,” avait 
eu le malheur de tomber entre les mains de ces écumeurs de mer: 

«“ Pendant le mois d’Aoiut de l’an passé, je m’embarquaia bord de la ‘ Maria 
Philippina,’ commandée par M. Cramer, et se rendant de Mangkasser a Bali. 
A la hauteur de Bali-Tjolo, un corsaire attaqua notre bitiment et s’en rendit 
maitre aprés un court mais violent combat. 

“ Quelques-uns des hommes de ]’équipage perdirent la vie, et parmi eux le 
commandant du schooner: ayant sauté a la mer au moment ou les pirates 
abordaient le batiment, il fut atteint d’une lance, et, mortellement blessé, ik 
disparut sous les flots. 

“Je parvins avec huit matelots Javanais 4 sauter dans la mer, afin de 
gagner le rivage a la nage, mais affaibli par une blessure que j’avais recue an 
bras, je fus forcé de revenir A bord. Je me glissai dans la cabine et m‘étant 
revétu d’habillemens pareils 4 ceux des indigénes (l’auteur de cette ruse est 
Créole de Mangkasser), je fus épargné par les pirates, auxquels je me donnai 
pour Mahométan, erreur que favorisaient et mon travestissement et la facilité 
avec Jaquelle ils m’entendaient parler les dialectes des Mandharcs, des 
Mangkassares, et des Bouginais. 

“ Je fus forcé, par des menaces, dc leur indiquer l’argent et les effets qui se 
trouvaient 4 bord du bitiment. Peu-d-peu les pirates me montrérent plus de 
confiance, ils me donnérent méme le commandement de ]’un de leurs praux. 
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*Dés-lors je dus faire partie de leurs expéditions. lls équipérent une 
flotte forte de 190 voiles, qui était dirigée d’ordinaire sur les cétes de Bali et de 
Mangary. Nous touchames souvent 4 une petite ile inhabitée, nommée Pangara 
Bawang. 

< Ue jour nous apercimes un navire Européen; et dans la pensée que 
c’était un bitiment marchand, parce qu’il était d’une couleur gris-brun que n’ont 
pas les vaisseaux de guerre, d’ordinaire proprement peints en noir, nous nous 
dirigeames a toutes voiles sur cette proie. 

“Tl parut cependant bientét que c’était a un navire de guerre (le brick de Sa 
Majesté la ‘Meermin’) que nous avions a faire. Les deux premiéres décharges 
parties du brick endommagérent plusieurs praux et portérent la mort 4 un bon’ 
nombre de pirates ; une seconde bordée du brick coula 4 fond 3 praux avec 
tout ce qui s’y trouvait. Il fallut songer a la fuite; et nous ne parvinmes a 
échapper qu’en abandonnant un praux-paduakan que nous avions capturé le 
jour précédent. Quelque temps aprés, les pirates parmi lesquels je me trouvais, 
avec une flotte de 80 voiles, en vinrent aux mains avec d’autres bandits de leur 
espéce qu’ils disaient étre des pirates Javanais, de ce qu’ils parlaient le Javanais, 
et que leurs batimens avaient la forme des praux-mayang. Le combat dura 
vingt-quatre heures ; il y eut 7 praux de perdus, dont 3 de notre cété. ‘ 

“ Je recus ensuite du chef de la flotte, Kakarinbong, Arabe d’origine et 
petit-fils du fameux pirate Datoe Sariboe, l’ordre d’aller, de concert avec l’un 
des batimens, croiser en face de la Baie de Bima, pour y attendre les bitimens 
marchands. I] y avait quatre jours que nous étions en embuscade, lorsque nous 
découvrimes le ‘Siewa,’ brick de guerre de la marine coloniale; nous nous 
réfugiames aussitét derriére lune des iles. Mais, le danger passé, nous reprimes 
notre station et nous capturdmes un praux-paduakan, venant de la Baie de Bima 


_ et chargé de riz. Le praux fut conduit auprés de la flotte qui se trouvait alors 


prés de la petite ile de Pangara Bawang. Nous fimes ensuite voile pour I’Ile de’ 
Kalaut Toea, située entre Tandjong Boenga et Boneraté. 

« Pendant notre séjour dans la Baie de Bima, il fut souvent question, entre 
moi et mes compagnons d’infortune, Mangkassares d’origin, de chercher une 
occasion de prendre la fuite. Enfin 4 Kalaut Toea, je fus échangé avec deux 
autres, par un certain Lamisa de Boneraté, contre un bol d’opium, et ensuite 
transporté a Saleyer.” 

Bross déclara enoutre qu’un certain Poea Kabay avait voulu rendre le méme 
service 4 Francois Blazet, J. Rosenquist, et L. Sietjes, qui se trouvaient depuis 
quatre ans entre les mains des pirates, mais la défiance des pirates envers Poea 
Kabay l’empécha de réussir. Les quatre individus en question vivaient alors 
dans la petite fle de Poloei prés de Mangary. 

Sur la demande faite 4 Bross s’il n’avait pas d’autre particularité 4 commu- 
niquer, il ajouta qu’il avait assisté a une descente faite 4 Bali Bantamoe; mais 
que les pirates avaient été repoussés avec une perte considérable ;—qu’il avait 
aussi été présent 4 la prise d’un paduakan Chinois prés de Bali Kapoposan, a 
bord duquel se trouvaient les huit matelots Javanais qui avaient sauté 4 la mer 
lorsque la “ Maria Philippina” fut capturée, et qui alors furent conduits 4 Java; 
—qu’il avait encore vu repécher 26 grosses piéces de canon sur l’écueil de 
Pasi Layerang, prés de Kalaut'l'oea, ot les pirates réparent leurs praux; enfin quil 
les avait vus retirer de l’eau six autres piéces sur un récif prés de Sumbawa. 

Le 24 Octobre, 1834, le Colonel C. P. J. Elout, Ala téte de 800 hommes et 
soutenu par une force navale aux ordres du Capitaine de vaisseau Machielsen, 
s’empara du fort de Radja Gepéh, situé dans le district de Si Kampong, sur la 
céte orientale de la Baie de Lampong. Toute cette contrée avait depuis plus de 
trente ans été en rebellion, tant contre l’ancien Gouvernement Néerlandais aux 
Indes, que contre le Gouvernement Anglais, pendant l’interrégne, sous Vinflu- 
ence du Radin Intan qui, aprés sa mort avait eu pour successeur le Radin Imba 
Kesoema, chef de l’'union 4 Radja Gepéh. Jusqu’ici il avait été impossible & 
bun comme a l’autre Gouvernement d’y introduire la méme organisation que 
dans les autres provinces des Lampongs. L’accord qui régnait entre les rebelles 
de Si Kampong et les pirates, rendait les premiers hostiles 4 toute administration 
réguliére. L’expédition du Colonel Elout mit fin 4 ces désordres, Le Radin 
Imba Kesoema avec quelques autres chefs prit la fuite et se placa sous la pro- 
tection du Sultan de Linga: mais celui-ci les livra au Gouvernement sur la som- 
mation du Lieutenant C. P. C. Steinmetz, actuellement Résident 4 Sumatra. Ce 
fut assurément un coup sensible porté aux pirates, ; 
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Par un Traité spécial conclu la méme année, le Sultan de Jambi, sur lacéte 1834. 
orientale de Sumatra, s’engagea A réprimer la traite des prisonniers par les . 
pirates, et a livrer ceux des coupables qui lui_tomberaient entre les mains, au 
Gouvernement, qui, selon les expressions du Traité, ne désirait rien tant que 
d’extirper toute espéce de piraterie (Article XIII). 


En 1835, une expédition, sous les ordres du Lieutenant de Marine de pre- 1835 
miére classe, Van Schuler, fut équipée pour la seconde fois et dirigée spécialement 
contre Pagatan et Batoe Litjin, sur la céte sud-est de Bornéo, ainsi que contre 
les Iles de Poeloe Swangie, Poeloe Laut, et les environs. L’expédition était 
composée du brick la “ Dourga,” de la marine coloniale, des schooners le 
* Vliegende Visch” et le “Haai,” et de quelques bateaux-croiseurs. Dans la 
derniére des iles citées on s’empara, le 25 Mai, sur la Riviére de Monomong,d’un 
grand nombre de praux de pirates et de piéces de canon. Les forbans furent 
poursuivis dans l’intérieur des terres, leurs habitations détruites, et 156 personnes 
délivrées d’entre leurs mains. On fit voile ensuite pour la Baie de Kloepang, sur la 
céte de Bornéo, et de la pour la Riviére de Tjantong, dans le pays de Bankahalan, ~ 
résidence de Hadji Djawa, que l’on savait soutenir les pirates. Mais ce chef, 
ainsi que ses complices, avaient pris la fuite. Il fallut se borner 4 détruire 
leurs kampongs, 4 emmener leurs praux et 27 des prisonniers qu’ils avaient faits 
a Java et 4 Madura. Ce fut donc en tout 193 personnes qu’on arracha des 
mains des pirates et qu’on délivra d’un dur esclavage. On détruisit ou en 
emmena 63 praux de pirates et 19 bouches 4 feu. Onze chefs des forbans 
perdirent la vie. Les détails de cette expédition sont consignés dans le “Journal 
de Java” du 19 Aodt, 1835.—Quelques années plus tét, en 1831, 500 
pirates environ de |’Ile de Poeloe Laut avaient offert de se soumettre. Le 
Gouvernement accepta leur soumission, et leur fit savoir qu’ils obtiendraient des 
terrains pour la culture 4 Banjermassin. Nous ignorons ce qui en est résulté. 
Pour en revenir aux événemens de l’année 1835, nous trouvons consigné que les 
pirates séjournérent en grand nombre dans les Iles de Karimon, prés de Java, et 
tae en furent chassés par le schooner le “ Zeemeeuw” et sept bateaux-croiseurs. 

e plus, le Gouvernement de I'Inde Néerlandaise, pour obtenir le plus de ren- 
seignemens possibles sur les pirates et leurs repaires, fit dresser un formulaire 
de questions qu’on devait adresser 4 tous ceux qui parviendraient 4 échapper 
d’entre les mains de ces écumeurs de mer. C’est parce moyen que le Gouverne- 
ment acquit la pleine certitude que Linga servait toujours de retraite aux 
pirates: ce fut ce qui amena les mesures dont nous parlerons plus bas. 

Comme nous l’avons remarqué déja, la piraterie s’était fort accrue dans les 
parages de Linga, malgré les promesses faites par le Sultan en 1831. Chaque 
année il s’y équipait un grand nombre de bitimens qui rentraient chargés de 
butin. En 1835 on racheta a Soengy Pinang, dans le voisinage de Dai, chef-lieu 
de Linga, des individus qui y avaient été emmenés comme esclaves par les 
pirates. Ces méfaits avaient lieu, quoique le Radja Ali, frére du Vice-Roi de 
Riouw, eit recu l’ordre de s’informer de tous les lieux ot il y avait des Javanais 
réduits en esclavage, et de veiller a ce qu’ils fussent aussitét mis en liberté. De 
plus, la méme année encore, on recueillit 4 bord de “l’Ajax,” corvette de Sa Majesté, 
quelques Javanais qui avaient réussi 4 s’échapper d’entre les mains des pirates & 
Rété, endroit sur la céte orientale de Sumatra qui relevait du Sultan de Linga. 
Ces mémes Javanais déclarérent qu’il s’en trouvait encore une foule d’autres, dans 
différens endroits de la méme céte, que les pirates tenaient en esclavage. Ces 
circonstances, ainsi qu’un rapport trés-important rédigé par ]’Adjudant-Major 
Kolff, en date du 4 Juin, 1835 (en suite d’une résolution prise par le Gouverne- 
ment le 11 Mai précédent, No. 15) furent cause que M. J. C. Koopman, capitaine 
de vaisseau, et Jhr. H. Cornets de Groot, Résident de Riouw, recurent l’ordre de 
faire de sérieuses représentations au Sultan. Ils devaient lui rappeler le Traité 
renouvelé en 1830, par lequel il s’était solennellement engagé, lui et les grands 
de ses Etats, 4 contribuer de toutes ses forces A la répression et a l’extirpation 
de la piraterie ; ils devaient enfin l’exhorter a faire mettre en liberté tous les 
Javanais qui se trouvaient comme esclaves dans ses Etats. Le Sultan s’excusa 
sur son impuissance a s’opposer a la piraterie. Cependant, quarante Javanais 
recouvrérent leur liberté. 

Le rapport de la commission et la lettre que M. Cornets de Groot écrivit 
ensuite sur ce sujet (en date du 18 Octobre, 1835) méritent a tous égards d’étre 
consultés. “Le Sultan,” marquait le Résident dans sa lettre, “est également 
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1885: respecté et redouté de ses sujets; ila beaucoup d’influence, non-seulement dans 
ses Etats, mais aussi, comme si le Traité de Londres de 1824 n’avait jamais 
existé, dans les Etats de Djohor, Pahang, Trengano, et les endroits voisins dela 
Presqu’ile de Malacea. I} faut encore ajouter Salangor, Djambi, Indragiri et 
Kampar, 08 le Sultan est regardé comme le premier des Princes Malais. I est, 
en conséquence, permis de le regarder comme trés-puissant. Je me trompe- 
rais fort, ou le Sultan pourrait, en cas de besoin, réunir, en moins de deux mois, 
10,000 hommes en état de porter les armes, et des batimens dont une longue 
habitude a familiarisé les équipages avec la mer. En détruisant les pirates et les 
praux, il se prive de la portion la plus énergique de ses sujets, il leur dte leur 
moyen de subsistance. C’est pourquoi il demande avec tant de sollicitude qu’on 
pourvoie a leur bien-étre, avant de songer a arracher l’ivraie. Une expédition a 
lmproviste, dirigée contre les retraites des pirates, pourrait devenir pour le 
Sultan un prétexte de se défaire de tous les liens qui le retiennent encore: dans 
tous les cas il faudra agir avec la plus grande prudence.” 

Les Anglais nous reprochent de ne pas travailler assez 4 la répression de 
la piraterie: tout ce quia été exposé dans cet apercu peut nous servir de justi- 
fieation. I] ne sera pas hors de propos d’entrer en des détails sur létat des 
affaires dans les parages de Singapore et de Riouw: dans ce but, nous extrayons 
un passage du compte-rendu dressé par le Résident de Riouw pour l’année 1834. 
Le Sultan de Linga avait envoyé quelques praux pour transporter son beau- 
frére, Tonkoe Oemar, 4 Trengano, sur la céte dela Presqu’ile de Malacca (et 
ainsi dans un lieu soumis a l’intluence Anglaise) : les autorités Anglaises avaient 
fait des plaintes au Résident de ce que ces praux, a leur retour de Trengano, 
s’étaient rendus coupables de pirateries envers un Sampan-poekat venant de 
Singapore. Voici comment le Résident de Riouw s’exprimait a cet égard: 

“Tl est possible que cette piraterie ait été leur ouvrage, car la population 
de Riouw, de Linga et des dépendances est, en général, tout-a-fait mauvaise ; il 
est donc possible que les sujets du Sultan qui lui ont servi de rameurs, a lui et 
& sa suite, ou qu’il a envoyés dans ces lieux, sont réellement coupables d’un 
pareil méfait. Mais le fait n’est pas prouvé; et l’on sait—les Anglais le recon- 
naissent eux-mémes—qu’une multitude de ces bandits trouvent un asile 4 Sin- 
gapore méme et dans les environs. Dvailleurs, et c’est encore une question & 
laquelle il est difficile de répondre: le Sultan en a-t-il eu connaissance? et ce 
qui serait décisif dans ce cas: ces abominables pirateries se font-elles par ses 
ordres? J’oserais pour ma part répondre négativement a la derniére question. 
Mais aussitét que j’entendis des plaintes de ce genre, je n’ai jamais manqué de 
faire des représentations au Sultan et d’exiger qu’on me livrit les chefs de 
pirates que je lui nommais. 

« Je viens de dire qu’il se trouvait bon nombre de pirates 4 Singapore méme 
et dans les environs; la chose est si connue, elle a été si souvent répétée, que 
le doute u’est plus possible 4 cet égard. On lit méme dans une des derniéres 
‘Chroniques’ de cette colonie, que le jeune Tommongong (fils de celui qui portait 
le méme titre avant le partage de l’ancien Empire Malais), établi 4 Telok Blansa, 
village situé trés-prés de Singapore et dans la méme ile, s’adonne incessamment 
ala piraterie, et méme qu’il a des confidens et des espions parmi les chefs de 
praux ct la classe des tambang dans la rade de Singapore! Au moyen de cet 
espionnage il est toujours averti du départ d’un praux richement chargé, mais 
mal équipé pour la défense. 

“«« Je ne doute en aucune maniére que les pirates de ces parages ne tirent 
d’ordinaire leur poudre et leur plomb en secret de Singapore, et que le butin 
provenu des prises n’y soit conduit en cachette, et vendu a bas prix ou échangé 
contre des munitions. 

“Singapore et Riouw sont toutes deux entourées de pirates et de l’écume 
des populations avoisinantes. Cependant les pirateries sont plus funestes et 
plus fréquentes 4 Singapore qu’a Riouw, car le commerce de la premiére est 
beaucoup plus actif que celui de Riouw. Il y a sans doute beaucoup de reproches 
4 adresser aux Rajats dépendant de notre Sultan; mais on aurait tort de rejeter 
tout sur leur compte. Le mal est partout: recéleurs et larrons s’entendent en 
secret partout; c’est ce qui rend l’extirpation de la piraterie si difficile.” 


Voici, en résumé, ce que présente cette période de six ans, 1830-1835 :— 
a. Pour la seconde fois on construisit une flotte de praux-croiseurs; on 
obtint de précieux renseignemens de MM, Pretorius, Du Buy, Smulders, et de 
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quelques autres Résidens, du Pangeran Said Hassan Alhabassy, du Major D. H. . 1885 


Kolff, de M. J. N. Vosmaer, et de M. Bross; on concut et on exécuta le projet 
@aller relancer les pirates jusque dans leur repaires, et dans ce but on fit venir 
d’Europe des petits bateaux-d-vapeur bien armés. On combattit les pirates de 
Jambi, qui se virent obligés de décamper. Les années 1834 et 1835, enfin, 
farent remarquables par les expéditions dirigées tant contre les pirates de la cote 
de Lampongs, que contre ceux des mers de Linga, de Célébes, et de la céte 
orientale de Bornéo. Dansles Moluques, le Sultan de Céram fut fait prisonnier, 
en chitiment de ses nombreuses pirateries. Le Capitaine de Marine J. C. Koop. 
man et le Résident H. Cornets de Groot furent députés au Sultan de Linga 
pour lui rappeler ses engagemens. Un navire Anglais fut sauvé du pillage par 
les soins des autorités Néerlandaises de Riouw. 

6. Tl s’établit, en 1831, une correspondance entre les Gouvernemens de 
TInde Anglaise et de l’Inde Néerlandaise. On s’engagea des deux cétés & 
réprimer la piraterie autant que possible. [I] parait cependant que le Gouverne- 
ment Néerlandais fut le seul & tenir 4 ses engagemens. 

c. Le projet congu, en 1821, par M. Tobias, d’appliquer les pirates 4 l’agri- 
culture, et renouvelé, en 1831, par M. Kolff, gagna plus de terrain. Cinq cents 
@entre eux devaient, en 1831, étre transportés dans ce but de Laut Poeloe a 
Banjermassin. En 1833,]’Ile de Tana Tjampéa, au sud de Célébes, fut assignée 
pour une tentative de ce genre ; et, en 1835, M. Vosmaer forma le dessein de 
les attirer dans la Baie de Kendari, sur la céte orientale de Célébes. 

d. Pour réprimer la piraterie, on conclut aussi des traités avec le Sultan de 
Linga, avec celui de Succadana, sur la céte occidentale de Bornéo, et avec ceux 
de Goenong Tabor et de Boelongan, sur la céte orientale; enfin avec le Sultan 
de Djambi, sur la céte orientale de Sumatra. : 


Le Général D. J. de Eerens ayant été nommé Gouverneur-Général de 
YInde Néerlandaise, on proposa, en Avril 1836, et aprés s’étre entouré des 
jumiéres que pouvait fournir a cet égard le Colonel Elout, ancien Résident de 
Rionuw, de nouvelles mesures au Sultan de Linga, qui devaient tendre plus 
efficacement 4 empécher ses sujets de se livrer a la piraterie ; soit en forcant les 
batimens pécheurs, soumis a une active surveillance, 4 se munir de passeports, 
soit encore en établissant dans les principales iles des parages de Linga des 
chefs qui fussent chargés de prohiber tout préparatif pour la piraterie. C'est 
pour s’entendre sur ce sujet, que le Major D. H. Kolff fut adjoint au Résident 
de Riouw et envoyé prés du Sultan avec une lettre du Gouverneur-Général, 
adressée personnellement 4 ce Prince, et dans laquelle M. de Eerens repré- 
sentait en termes énergiques et en s’appuyant sur le Coran, que sa coopération 
non-seulement lui assurerait secours, protection et une subvention de la part 
du Gouvernement, mais méme qu’il trouverait déja une vraie récompense dans 
la conscience d’avoir agi conformément aux préceptes de sa religion, et d’avoir 
contribué au bien-étre de son peuple et de son pays. 

On peut voir quelles furent les suites de cette mesure dans un arrété du 
Gouvernement de l’Inde du 22 Juillet, 18386, portant approbation d’une note du 
9 Juin, 1836, concernant les mesures qui, en suite d’un arrété du 1 Avril, 1836, 
ont été provisoirement concertées, sauf la sanction du Gouvernement Néerlan- 
dais aux Indes, entre le Vice-Roi de Riouw, au nom et de la part du Sultan de 
Linga, et le Résident de Riouw, Jhr. Cornets de Groot, ainsi que ’Aide-de-camp 
Major Koff. 


“ A Vavenir, tous les bitimens de Linga et de Riouw qui prennent la mer, . 


soit pour le commerce, soit pour la péche du tripang et du karet, seront munis 
de passeports selon le modéle donné par le Résident de Riouw; ces passeports 
seront renouvelés gratis chaque année; et toutes les fois que les bitimens se 
dirigeront vers le sud pour la péche du tripang et du karet, les passeports seront 
visés par le susdit Résident, qui en ajoutera au-dessous le contenu en langue 
Hollandaise. 

“Ces passeports indiqueront l’espéce des bitimens et leur destination, le 
nom du commandant, le nombre des hommes de l'équipage, le nombre et 
Vespéce d’armes ainsi que les munitions. 

“Tous les bitimens destinés 4 la péche de lagar agar, du tripang et du 
karet, porteront constamment le drapeau noir ordinaire, avec un coin blanc, 
vers le haut du mat. : 
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“Les prahous* de cette espéce devront étre accompagnés d’autres bati- 
mens exprés montés par des hommes de confiance du Sultan, afin d’exercer 


‘une surveillance active sur les premiers. Ces batimens se feront reconnaitre 


par un drapeau 4 champ noir, avec bordure blanche a l’entour, de Ja largeur de 


.trois pouces environ. 


“Ces formalités remplies, les prahous pourront se rendre a volonté soit aux 
Mille-Iles, ou 4 Karimon-Java, soit jusqu’a Bawéan et partout ot les indigénes 
Je désireront pour l’exercice de leur métier, pourvu qu’ils montrent leurs 


-papiers et se soumettent a la visite des croiseurs du Gouvernement, en cas 


quils veuillent aborder dans des lieux et méme dans le voisinage de lieux ou 
se trouve un comptoir. Cependant il faudra attendre la décision du Gouverne- 
ment quant 4 Boessong-Assam, dans le district d’étain de Pankal-Pinang 
(Banka) et quant a la céte de Biliton. Le Sultan se charge de faire usage de 


.tous les moyens nécessaires pour réprimer énergiquement les pirateries com- 
-mises par ses sujets et pour les faire cesser entiérement. 


“ Afin d’établir un meilleur ordre, une meilleure police, il sera placé, 
par son Altesse, dans les principales iles qui font partie de son royaume—savoir, 
‘Galang, Timian, Mooro, Soegie Boelang, Pekaka, Sekana, et Mapar, des chefs 
particuliers qui porteront le nom de Bateeng et Joeroekra, et qui jouiront 
d’un revenu convenable. Les noms de ces chefs seront remis au Résident de 
Riouw. 

“Ces chefs veilleront a ce que: 

“a, Les habitans des iles ne s’adonnent ni directement ni indirectement 


‘a la piraterie, et A ce que les pirates ne viennent chercher une retraite chez 


eux ou y amener leur butin; et dés que des prisonniers auront été transportés 
dans leur ressort, ces chefs devront aussitét arréter ces prisonniers et ceux qui 
les auront amenés et les livrer immédiatement au Vice-Roi. 

‘“*b. Ces chefs surveilleront les prahous qui sont construits dans les lieux 
de leur ressort et équipés pour la péche de l’agar-agar, du tripang, et du karet, 
afin que cette péche ne soit pas un prétexte pour les destiner a Ja piraterie. 
Is feront en sorte que l’équipage et les chefs de ces prahous se composent 
dindividus bien famés, et qu’ils soient avant tout pourvus de passeports et de 
preuves que le prahou qu’ils montent leur appartient. 

“¢. Les chefs seront responsables de la surveillance exacte des iles et de 
Vexécution de leurs instructions. En cas de négligence, ils seront sévérement 
punis, et, selon la gravité des circonstances, exilés 4 Java. ; 

“ Afin de soulager le Sultan dans les frais qu’entrainera pour lui la répres- 
sion de la piraterie, il a été décidé, sauf la sanction du Gouvernement, qu’il 
serait annuellement exempté des droits d’importation 4 Java et 4 Madura pour 
une quantité de 2,500 pikols de gambir, a partir du 1 Janvier, 1837; sous la 
condition, toutefois, que les articles ci-dessus seraient strictement exécutés et 
qu’aucune piraterie ne se commettrait désormais dans ces parages. 

“Ce gambir devra toujours, selon le certificat d’origine fourni par le 
Résident de Riouw, étre un produit originaire de Linga méme, et étre trans- 
porté sur des bitimens indigénes montés par les individus immédiatement 
soumis 4 l’autorité du Sultan de Linga. 

“Tl ne sera fait d’exception qu’en faveur de navire appartenant au Sultan, 


‘nommé ‘Angelina,’ d’environ soixante lasts et commandé par l’indigéne de Linga. 


Ce batiment pourra transporter du gambir sur le méme pied que ci-dessus.” 

A Singapore, cependant, on poussait le systéme de tolérance illimitée en 
faveur des pirates au point qu’on s’abstenait de toute mesure pour la répres- 
sion de leurs méfaits, comme s’il n’avait jamais existé de Traité de 1824. Les 
descentes des pirates dans le voisinage immédiat de la rade avaient donnée l’idée 
d’armer quelques navires de guerre dont les frais seraient couverts par un léger 
impdt sur certains objets de commerce. Les négocians Anglais ne manquérent 

as de pousser les hauts cris, quand cette mesure fut prise. C’est sans doute 
*indolence et le laisser-aller des Anglais a l’égard de la piraterie qui fit regarder 
comme inutile de proposer aux autorités de Singapore d’agir de commun accord 
pour réprimer ce fléau. Et néanmoins au moment qu’on s’y attendait le moins, 
et justement alors, comme nous venons de le voir, que le Gouvernement 


* Nous avons jusquiici écrit praux, suivant en cela l’orthographe donné par le Dic- 
tionnsire des Dictionnaires. Nous avons cru bien faire en l’écrivant désormais prahous, d’aprés la 
yeritable prononciation du mot en langue Malaie. 
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Néerlandais prenait les mesures les plus efficaces pour s’opposer a la piraterie 
dans Jes eaux de Linga, parut'en Juin 1836, un navire de guerre Anglais 
“Y Andromache,” dans la Rade de Riouw, ayant 4 bord Mr. 8. G. Bonham, Rési- 
dent de Singapore. Ce fonctionnaire déclara qu’il. était envoyé par son 
Gouvernement, de concert avec le Capitaine de Marine H. D. Chads, pour 
mettre lui-méme, sans délai, un terme aux pirateries et non pas pour déliberer 
auparavant en commun avec le Gouvernement Néerlandais sur les mesures & 
prendre a cet égard. Dans ce but il exigeait la coopération imméddiate des auto- 
rités Néerlandaises, en s’appuyant—prétention des plus étranges—sur le Traité de 
1824; comme si la Hollande ne s’était point jusqu’alors conformée a ce Traité 
et n’en avait pas rempli les conditions! Quoique le nouveau Résident, M. C. F. 
Goldman, eit fait observer que des négociations étaient entamées avec le 
Sultan, et que ces négociations ne permettaient dans ce moment aucun acte 
W@hostilité, le navire Anglais fit voile pour Galang, l'une des iles soumises au 
Sultan de Linga et y détruisit tout; et peu aprés, un autre navire de guerre, 
le “ Raleigh,” Capitaine Michquin, arriva le 28 Juillet 4 Riouw, manifestant 
Vintention de se rendre 4 Linga pour s’adresser directement au Sultan. Ce- 
pendant, sur les représentations qui furent faites de notre cété, on se contenta 
d’adresser une lettre a ce Prince. Ce sont la de ces démarches de la part des 
agens de l’Angleterre qui étaient tout-a-fait propres a troubler ordre de 
choses que le Traité de 1824 avait cherché 4 établir. Heureusement que les 
autorités Néerlandaises surent opposer la modération 4 des prétentions ex- 
agérées. Le Gouvernement Anglais aux Indes, par suite des représentations 
qui lui furent faites de notre cdté, déclara qu’on n’avait eu en vue dans toute 
cette affaire, que d’agir de concert avec les autorités Néerlandaises. On 
reconnut franchement que le commandant de “1’Andromache” avait dépassé les 
ordres qu’il avait recus. 

Quoique désagréablement surpris par cette intervention des forces mari- 
times de |’Angleterre, notre Gouvernement résolut de se contenter de eette 
déclaration et de tirer parti des dispositions que le Gouvernement Anglais 
venait de montrer pour coopérer a la répression des pirates. Il nomma en 
conséquence, au commencement de 1837, une seconde commission, composée 
du Major Kolff et du Résident de Riouw, M. Goldman, qui fut chargée de 
conclure un nouveau traité avec le Sultan de Linga, mais cette fois en s’enten- 
dant avec les autorités Anglaises résidant 4 Singapore. On expédia a Riouw 
la frégate le “Castor” et les deux schooners le “Doris” et “J Alcinoé,” qui 
furent mis a la disposition de la commission. 

Il paraissait, selon le rapport de la commission, dressé dans le courant de 
1837, qu’on pouvait compter dorénavant de la part des Anglais, sur une coopé- 
ration prudente et réguliére. Le Gouvernement Britannique protesta alors 
qu’aucun navire Anglais ne ferait de descente ou n’exercerait de chitiment dans 
les parages soumis au Gouvernement Néerlandais qu’aprés en avoir préalable- 
ment donné connaissance a ce dernier, et obtenu son consentement. On con- 
vint avec le Sultan de Linga, outre ce qui avait été arrété en 1836, que tout 
batiment portant dix hommes ou plus, les passagers y compris, serait pourvu de 
passeports d’aprés un modéle donné ;—qu’on fournirait des passeports particuliers 
aux batimens qui sont envoyés en grand nombre 4 la péche du tripang et de la 
tortue ; que le Sultan ferait usage de moyens plus efficaces pour contribuer a la 
sfireté générale des cétes, par des croisiéres de conserve ou non avec les croi- 
seurs Anglais; qu’il ferait sévérement bea sans exception tous ceux de ses 
sujets qui se seraient rendus coupables d’actes avérés de piraterie, et qu'il 
étendrait sa justice jusqu’aux lieux et aux négreries coupables de complicité et 
ou les pirates auraient trouvé, retraite et appui; que pour mieux atteindre le 
but des croisiéres, il y aurait toujours deux batimens du Sultan et deux autres 
du Vice-Roi de Riouw disponibles, armés et équipés convenablement; que les 
chefs établis dans les diverses iles seraient choisis de concert avec le Résident ; 
qu’outre les 14,400 florins destinés 4 la solde des chefs, on accorderait annuelle- 
ment 20,000 florins au Sultan pour laider 4 couvrir les frais que devaient 
entrainer les nouvelles mesures a prendre; enfin que les prahous ne porteraient 
plus @appellan ou bastingages, signe auquel on reconnait les prahous de pirates. 

garnison de Riouw fut augmentée, afin qu’on edt toujours quelques forces 
disponibles pour les batimens destinés aux croisiéres. La croisiére se composa 
de la frégate de la Marine Royale Pea Castor,” des trois schooners “ Le 


1836 


1837 
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1837 Krokodil,” “ L’Argo,” et “ Le Niobé,” et d’un bateau croiseur, outre les prahous 
de résidence, les batimens du Sultan et ceux.du Vice-Roi de Riouw. : 
_ Toutes ces particularités ont été publiées dans la Gazette de Java du.& 
Novembre, 1837. 

Par les soins du Résident de Riouw, 52 Javanais en 1836, et 200 en 1837, 
qui avaient été fait prisonniers par les pirates et vendus comme esclaves, re- 
couvrérent la liberté. 

- Dans le courant de cette méme année 1836, 14 batimens de pirates 
se montrérent dans les environs de Soemanap et surtout prés de la petite ile de 
Ra-as. 25 prahous de pirates, montés par 155 hommes, étant arrivés 4 
Kottaringin dans l’Ile de Bornéo, on bloqua ce port et on parvint 4 empécher 
leur.départ. Avec Ie secours actif du Sultan de Kottaringin, leurs prahous 
furent détruits pour la plupart et les pirates faits prisonniers. Le Sultan 
en envoya 54 captifs 2 Java. On aime a voir dans cette conduite 
des Princes de Bornéo, des preuves de quelques progrés et de leur désir 
de soutenir le Gouvernement Néerlandais dans la longue et pénible lutte contre 
les flibustiers des Indes. 

Pendant les recherches faites pour découvrir les naufragés du navire Anglais 
le “ Charles Eaton,” qui avait échoué en 1834 4 lest du Détroit de Torres, 
la “ Diana,” frégate de la Marine Royale commandée par le capitaine de vaisseau 
A. Anemaet, découvrit que les habitans de la petite Ile de Vordate avaient pillé 
“Alexander” (Captain Harris), brick Hollandais qui venait de Batavia. 
conséquence une ee fut faite, le 3 Mai, 1836, prés d’Aweer, par 
M. F. A. John, Lieutenant de premiere classe, de concert avec les Lieutenans 
de deuxiéme classe E, Van de Velde, A. D. Van der Gon Netscher, et M. 
Van Vreeland, le Lieutenant de I’Infanterie de Marine, J. J. 8. Van de Laar, 
Paspirant de premiére classe C. C. J. Wolterbeek, et lofficier de santé de 
deuxiéme classe C. C. F. Gruélmann. On parvint 4 s’emparer d’une foule 
de coupables, qui furent conduits prisonniers 4 Amboina. Non content de 
ce premier succés, le Gouvernement désirait qu’on lui livrat le Orang 
Kaya d’Aweer: il ordonna méme en cas de refus, que la négrerie coupable 
fit dévastée et livrée aux flammes. Cette tache fut confiée ala frégate de 
Sa Majesté le “Zaan,” sous les ordres du capitaine de vaisscau De Monyé, 
4 laquelle on adjoignit le schooner le “ Pylades” et le brick le ‘ Nautilus,” 
commandé par le Lieutenant de Marine Muller. On ne parvint pas a se 
saisir de Orang Kaya d’Aweer, mais les négreries de Sebeano et d’Abodo 
furent détruites, et quelques-uns des principaux coupables transportés & 
Amboina. 

C’est & peu prés vers la méme époque que Mr. Bonham, dont le nom est 
revenu plus d’une fois dans ce récit, fit prendre des informations auprés du 
Résident de Riouw sur le contenu des traités conclus avec les Princes Malais en 
général, et avec le Sultan de Sambas en particulier, concernant Ja répression de la 
piraterie. Te Secrétaire-Général du Gouvernement Néerlandais aux Indes 
chargea, en Mars 1837,.le Résident de lui répondre comme suit: 


“ On doit .considérer en général que dans tous ses traités avec les Princes 
indigénes, le Gouvernement Néerlandais a toujours eu)’entention de comprendre 
la répression de la piraterie, et que dans ceux ou cette répression n’est pas 
expressément mentionnée, elle résulte néanmoins de l’esprit général qui y régne: 
c’est dans ce but qu’il y est fait mention de la protection assurée au commerce, 
de la sécurité que le Gouvernement Neéerlandais garantit -& ses sujets, corps et 
biens. De sorte qu’il n’est aucun Prince indigéne en relation avcc le Gouverne~ 
ment Néerlandais, quise croie en quelque sorte permis, faute de stipulations 
contraires, de se livrer a la piraterie ou de favoriser ceux qui s’y livrent. 

“Quant au Sultan de Sambas, il semblerait, d'aprés quelques nouvelles 
publées dans les journaux de Java d’Avril 1812, que ce Prince ne s’est point 
abstenu de favoriser la piraterie; et cependant, en parcourant les actes du 
Gouvernement Anglais, alors établi 4 Java, nous n’avons trouvé nulle part que 
ce Gouvernement ait pris des mesures contre ces pirateries, ni qu'il y ait eu 
quelque accord passé entre lui et le Sultan de Sambas, 

“En renouvelant ses rapports avec Bornéo, le Gouvernement Néerlandais, 
aprés sa restauration & Java, s’occupa, dés l’origine, des intéréts commerciaux ; 
a Sad nécessaire de prendre possession des ports de Pontianak, Mempawa, et 


“Lrexpérience avait montré que fe commerce souffrait de jour en jour 
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davantage, par suite des-attaquwes des pirates, ‘at que sous les ports de PArchipel 4887 
Indien ou les Princes ne sont pas tenus en respect par des fonctionnaires ou une 
yarnison Européenne, devenaient des aailes sirs pour les pirates. Cette obser- 

vation s’appliquait plus particaliarement a Bornéo. Les cétes de cette ile sont 
‘occupées par des colonies de Malais et de Bouginais ; et comme ce terrain est-en 
général peu propre a l'agriculture, et que ces peuplades étrangéres vivaient en 
constante inimitié avec les indigénes qui occupent Vintérieur de Yile, il ne leur 
restait guére d’autre ressource que le commerce et la piraterie. 

“ Aussi avaient-ils recours alternativement a l’une ou 4 l’autre de ces res- 
sources, parfois 4 toutes deux conjointement ; et alors le commerce servait de 
prétexte pour venir espionner les postes de Java ov ils espéraient faire quelque 
Tiche butin. C’est en se basant sur ces faits, que le Gouvernement Néerlandaia, 
aprés sa restauration, jugea nécessaire qu’une autorité Européenne établie dans 
les ports de ]’Ile de Bornéo exergat la plus exacte surveillance sur les mouve- 
mens des batimens de ces ports. 

“Le principal but de notre établissement 4 Sambas a donc été de protéger, 
de favoriser nos intéréts commerciaux et de réprimer la piraterie; et l’on ne 
peut nier qu’d cet égard nous n’ayons retiré les plus grands avantages de ~ 
Sambas. 

“Article TII du Traité conclu en 1819 avec le Sultan 4 Sambas, laisse le 
champ libre au Gouvernement Néerlandais tant pour s’opposer 4 l’équipment 
des corsaires, que pour veiller 4 ce que l’on n’introduise ni ne vende dans l’endroit 
des vaisseaux capturés par les pirates. 

“Tl est possible qu’il existe encore quelque intelligence entre les pirates et 
les habitans de Sambas; mais depuis qu’une garnison Hollandaise y est établie, 
ces derniers ne rentrent plus dans la catégorie des écumeurs de mer.” - 


On ne soupconnait guére alors que cette demande de Mr. Bonham fit pro- 
bablement en rapport avec certains plans sur la céte septentrionale de Bornéo, 
eu, peu de temps aprés, un établissement Anglais a été formé a Sarawak et & 
Poeloe Laboean.—-Fant-il donc admettre qu’on nous trompait A dessein? Mais 
¢eomment concilier cette maniére d’agir avec les assurances et les promesses faites 
i auparavant? La céte septentrionale n’était pas effectivement oecupée pay 
les Hollandais; mais elle n’en faisait pas moins partie de l’Archipel Indo-Néer- 
landsis. Et si Mr. Bonham en avait fait mention, on le lui aurait trés-certaine- 
ment fait remarquer, en |'invitant, en vertu du Traité de 1824—qui exclut toute 
eecupation en commun,—a agir de concert pour réprimer la piraterie dans ces 
contrées, sauf toujours les droits de la Hollande d’y faire valoir son influence en 
temps convenable. 

Dans le courant de l’année 1837, on continua a prendre les mesures 
nécessaires pour la répression de la piraterie, particuli¢rement dans le voisinage 
de Timor, car l’audace des pirates n’avait pas diminué dans ces parages. 

L’auteur d'un article intitulé “Timor en 1831,”* raconte que les habitans 
d’Eindé et de Mangary, soutenus par les Bouginais, faisaient de temps 4 autre 
des courses avec 50 jusqu’d 100 petits batimens a la fois, et qu’on rencontrait 
souvent entre Adinara et Floris, dans le Détroit de Solor ou Larentoeka, des 
pirates qui venaient probablement de Floris. 

Encore cette méme année 1837, environ 400 pirates de Tobellot furent 
établis dans I’Ile de Saleyer au sud de Célébes et employés a des travaux 
@agriculture. Voici comment s’exprime au'sujetde cet.établissement la “Gazette 
de Java” du 21 Octobre, 1837 : 


“Nos lecteurs n’auront sans doute pas oublié les détails que nous avons 
donnés dans notre 103e numéro de année précédente, relativement aux 
efforts tentés par feu M. J. N. Vosmaer, pour attirer les pirates de Tobello dans la 
Baie de Kendari par lui nouvellement découverte (Baie de Vosmaer), et pour 
les engager A s’y établir comme de paisibles membres de la société. Nous 
pouvons aujourd’hui faire savoir 4 nos lecteurs que les négociations commencées 
par M. Vosmaer avec quelques-uns de ces pirates, ont été continuées par le 
Gouverneur de Mangkasser. En conséquence de ces négociations, 4 chefs 
sont venus avec 400 de leurs sujets o’établir en paix dans Ile de Tambolangan, 
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premiére année. : / . 
#'lll s’agit ici de pirates de Tobello dans la Baie de Tolo, territdirede Loehoe (Célébes), et now 
pas. de Tobellosur la efte.d‘Almsaheira (Gilolo). 
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prés de Saleyer, ot ils se procurent leur subsistance par la péche et par le 
commerce. } 

“Tl est clair, et l’expérience l’a démontré, qu’il ne faut pas attacher trop 
de confiance 4 de pareilles soumissions: cependant, il y a de bonnes raisons 
pour supposer que les soins que le Gouverneur met 4 diminuer de cette maniére 
le nombre des pirates ne resteront pas sans récompense. En effet, cet établis- 
sement date déja de Novembre dernier (1836) ; et le Gouvernement a consenti 
a ce que cette nouvelle colonie soit soutenue pécuniairement’ ou de toute autre 
maniére, tant que cela sera nécessaire. I] est permis de croire, d’ailleurs, que 
le Gouverneur de Mangkasser, qui s’est acquis la satisfaction du Gouvernement 
par Phabilité avec laquelle il a su traiter cette affaire, saura prendre pourl'avenir 
des mesures propres a assurer le succés de cette premiére tentative, qui, nous 
lespérons vivement, sera suivie d’autres sembables.” 


Depuis une couple d’années, on avait mis des bateaux-a-vapeur a la dispo- 
sition du Gouvernement de l’Inde. Le superbe bateau-a-vapeur le.“ Guillaume I.” 
(remplacé plus tard par le “ Phoenix”) était allé se perdre, il est vrai, en 1837, 


_ sur les écueils de Lucipara; mais “I'Hekla ” et “’Etna ” (appelés aussi “ Banda” 


et “Ternate’’), petits bateaux en fer qu’avait demandés M. Van den Bosch, 
Gouverneur-Général, et qu’il expédia plus tard, comme Ministre des Colonies, 
rendirent de grands services en croisant le long des cétes de Java. 

En terminant cet apergu des événemens relatifs A l’année 1837, nous 
ajouterons le récit des aventures arrivées a l’équipage de la chaloupe du “ Guil- 
laume I.” Lorsque ce navire eut échoué sur les écueils de Lucipara, le Colonel 
Chevalier F. V. A. de Stuers envoya cette embarcation pour chercher des secours 
a Timor, ou méme a Java, s'il le fallait. Dans la chaloupe se trouvaient le 
Lieutenant d’infanterie P. C. S. Rauws, le Pilote J. A. Muller, l’apprenti-pilote 
W. P. Schrooijesteijn, un matelot Européen et quatre rameurs indigénes. Aprés 
un dangereux voyage au travers de la Mer de Banda, la chaloupe fut attaquée 
dans la soirée du 11 Mai, 1837, 4 la hauteur de I’Ile de Wetter, par plusieurs 
prahous de pirates Magindanais, qui l’entourérent et s’en rendirent maitres. 
Dépouillés aussitét de tout ce qu’il possédait, méme des vétements, maltraité et 
fait prisonnier, l’équipage de la chaloupe s’attendait 4 une mort prompte et des 
plus affreuses. a : 

Cependant la vie de ces malheureux livrés sans défense a la merci de cruels 
ennemis, fut épargnée pour le moment ; on leur assigna sur les rochers nus, & 
ciel découvert, un endroit pour dormir. Le froid et la pluie ajoutaient & leurs 
souffrances, et l’on exergait, 4 leur égard une surveillance active. IIs furent 
interrogés et congurent dés-lors quelque espoir de recouvrer la liberté, s’ils par- 
venaient a satisfaire l’avidité des pirates. Leur état, cependant, ne s’améliorait 
pas; il leur fallut vivre entassés dans un petit prahou, ne recevant pour toute 
nourriture que du mais a peine mangeable, tant il était gAté. : 

Enfin ils parvinrent 4 conclure un accord avec les pirates, par lequel ils 
s’engageaient a fournir pour leur rancon 1000 piastres, quelques balles d’opium, 
une certaine quantité de toile et quelques bagatelles. Pendant ce temps 
arrivérent 2 nouveaux prahous: nouvelle consultation sur le sort des prison- 
niers. Les uns voulaient qu’on les mit 4 mort immédiatement, ou du moins 
qu'on les transportat 4 Manille pour les y vendre. L’appat d’une forte rancon 
les décida cependant a s’en tenir au premier accord. Les premiers demeuré- 
rent entre les mains des pirates jusqu’au 16 Juillet. 

Alors le Lieutenant Rauws et le matelot Européen furent déposés a terre 
a Pentrée de la Baie de Bima pour aller chercher la rangon et l'apporter dans 
Vespace de trois jours 4 certain lieu convenu, MM. Muller et Schrooijesteijn 
restérent comme étages entre les mains des forbans: et la moindre ruse devait 
&tre suivie d’un mort affreuse pour ceux qui restaient. 

Par l’intervention deM. Steijns, fonctionnaire Hollandais de Bima, et avec 
aide du Sultan, le Lieutenant Rauws parvint 4 rassembler la somme nécessaire 
a la rancon des prisonniers. L’échange eut lieu le 19 Juillet. 


On choisit, en 1838, parmi les navires de guerre Hollandais qui se trouvaient 
alors aux colonies sous les ordres du Contre-Amiral E. Lucas, la corvette de Sa 
Majesté le “ Boréas,” pour se rendre dans le voisinage de Timor et y venger 
le meurtre commis l’année précédente 4 Maubara, sur la personne du Comman- 
dante et du charpentier des deux bitimens Anglais le ‘‘ Kingdom ” et le 
“Japan.” Le Commandant du brick de guerre Anglais le “ Victor” était 
yenu a Batavia demander qu’on poursuivit les coupables. Il parait cependant 
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que les victimes avait elles-mémes été la cause de V’accident. Néanmoins le 
voyage du “ Boréas” ne fut pas sans résultat. Plusieurs villages sur la céte de 
Ile de Floris dont les habitans s’étaient rendus coupables de pirateries, furent 
sévérement chitiés; et de pareilles exécutions étaient trés propres, dans ces 
parages, a inspirer un salutaire effroi aux bandits et a réprimer leurs méfaits. 
En effet, les habitans d’Endé et de Larentoeka (Floris) avaient pillé le poste 
de Fialarang (Timor) en Novembre 1836. Plus tard,en Octobre 1837,le schooner 
la “ Maria Frederika,” commandé par J. Gregory, avait été capturé par des 
pirates Ilanonnais, 4 Ampannam sur la céte de Lombok. Ces mémes pirates 
s’étaient montrés ensuite, au nombre de 800, avec 30. batimens, dans la Baie 
de Tambilan dans le groupe d’iles du méme nom A l’ouest de Bornéo, et 
s’étaient dirigés ensuite vers Magindano, selon les information qu’obtinrent la 
corvette le “ Kastor” et le schooner “Argo,” envoyés a leur poursuite, 

Les cétes de Bornéo n’étaient guére plus sires. TI avait fallu envoyer 
a Banjermassin le schooner la “Calypso,” afin de soutenir les efforts tentés 
pour repousser les pirates. 

Pendant le courant de l'année 1837, il parut 4 Amsterdam une brochure 
intitulée “Examen de l’Esprit et de la Tendance du Traité conclue le 17 
Mars, 1824, entre la Hollande et la Grande Bretagne (Onderzoek naar geest en 
strekking van het Traktaat van den 17 Maart 1824 tusschen Nederland en Groot 
Brittanje.)” Lrauteur de cet ouvrage, a propos d’une article que le “ Handels- 
blad” (Feuille du Commerce) d’Amsterdam du 5 Janvier, 1837, avait emprunté 
aux journaux de Londres sur la piraterie dans les mers orientales, s’exprime 
ainsi dans la préface : 


“Le journal ministériel du soir Anglais (le ‘ Courier’) s’étend assez au 
long a propos de la piraterie dans les mers orientales: les détails qu’il publie 
paraissent essentiellement empruntés au ‘Canton Free Press’ et au “Canton 
Repository.”* Les exposés du commerce avec la Chine et de Singapore nous 
semblent singuligrement exagérés; cependant il se trouve beaucoup de choses 
vraies par rapport a la piraterie. En écrivant les quelques lignes (page 36-37) 
que nous avons crues nécessaires a l’intelligence de l’Article V, nous n’avons pas 
songé a nous étendre sur la répression 4 main armée ou autrement, de la pira- 
terie, par les deux Gouvernemens, répression dont cet Article leur fait un 
devoir; nous aurions pu parler alors aussi des pirateries commises dans le 
voisinage 4 Vouest et a lest du Détroit de Malacca: or, la répression de la 
piraterie entre le Détroit de Malacca et la Péninsule Arabique, est une obliga- 
tion qui repose tout entiére sur le Gouvernement Anglais. Nous aurions pu 
demander jusqu’a quel point la Grande Bretagne est parvenue a faire cesser 
les pirateries aux environs des Iles de Nicobar et d’Andaman: et sil’on a réelle- 
ment détruit les repaires des pirates de Maskate, &c., d’ou partent des flottilles 
entiéres de corsaires, qui attaquent méme des bitimens Européens. A propos 
des pirateries commises 4 l’est du Détroit de Malacca, il nous souvient d’avoir 
lu dans des auteurs Anglais, qui, certes, ne péchent pas par trop de partialité en 
faveur des Hollandais, que les pirates montrent plus de respect pour le drapeau 
Hollandais que ‘pour celui de ]’Angleterre. Assurément le Gouvernement 
Néerlandais mérite, par les efforts qu’il fait pour extirper la piraterie, toutes les 
louanges que lui donnent le ‘Canton Free Press’ et le ‘Canton Repository,’ 
et dont le journal ministériel du soir s’est fait !écho. En nous appesantissant 
sur ce sujet, nous aurions pu rappeler les expéditions plus ou moins considé- 
rables entreprises pour purger de pirates le Détroit de Malacca, soit en 1822, 
soit en 1835, et la Mer de Carimata en 1829, et une seconde fois en 1835,— 
sur les deux routes commerciales de la Chine et des Iles Philippines. Nous 
aurions, sans excuser ni blimer, pu parler de la sévérité que le Gouvernement 
Néerlandais a déployée dans la poursuite des pirates, sévérité que l’auteur 
Anglais semble désapprouver, quoique nous ne comprenions pas bien comment 
le Gouvernement Neéerlandais de l’Inde pourrait agir avec trop de rigueur 
contre des bandits qui ne se contentent pas de piller et de capturer les vaisseaux 
et les marchandises, mais qui vendent comme esclaves ou massacrent impitoy- 
ablement tous ceux qu’ils rencontrent a bord de ces navires.” 


On conelut, en 1838, avec le Sultan d’Indragiri sur la céte orientale de 
Sumatra, un traité par lequel il s’engageait a réprimer la piraterie. En 1843, 
le traité fut renouvelé et l’on y ajouta des stipulations plus positives sur ce 
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sujet. “Son Altesse le Sultan d’Indragiri;” ce sont Jes termes de!’Article VI, 
“s’engage expressément par le présent Traité, aussi bien pour lui-méme que pour 
Jes grands de son territoire, 4 assister de tous ses moyens le Gouvernement 
Néerlandais dans ses efforts pour extirper la piraterie:—aA ne fournir dans 
ses états aucun asile A tous ceux qui seraient notoirement connus comme pirates 
ou méme généralement soupgonnés comme tels, et qui, soit directement, soit 
indirectement, par leurs subordonnés, prennent une part quelconque aux 
pirateries ;—a se saisir de toutes personnes qui rentrent dans cette catégorie et 
4 les punir selon la rigueur des lois. Le Sultan s’engage en outre 4 mettre en 
usage les moyens les plus propres a l’extirpation de ce fléau; et toutes les fois 
que le cas l’exigera, Son Altesse assistera les forces Néerlandaises d’hommes, 
Warmes et de batimens, toujours en s’entendant avec le Résident de Riouw, dans 
le cas ot les pirates se montreraient et s’arréteraient sur les cétes et aux 
embouchures de la Riviére d’Indragiri.” 

Cette méme année on conelut avec le Sultan de Soemanap, dans |’Ile de 
Madura, prés de Java, un traité, par lequel il s’engagerait 4 entretenir des 
Sree contre les écumeurs de mers. Ce Prince resta strictement 

déle 4 son engagement. pa 

Dans les Moluques en 1838, on fut aussi inquiété par les pirates; en par- 
ticulier dans les Iles de Manipa, des Deux Fréres, et sur la cote de Hitoe prés 
de la négrerie d’Assiloeloe, ow il fallut envoyer un détachement de soldats tiré 
de la garnison de Hila au secours de la population. D’autre part, Je “ Nautilus” 
fat envoyé en croisicre de concert avee les kora kora du Sultan de Ternate. 
Le “Triton,” frégate de la Marine Royale, montra le drapeau Néerlandais et 
s’opposa aux pirates, successivement.d Riouw, 4 Pontianak, 4 Sambas, 4 Malacca, 
et sur la céte septentrionale de Sumatra. Le chef de Batoe Litjing, ot Pexpé- 
dition de 1835 s’était montrée, vint, en 1838, 4 Banjermassin, préter hommage 
4 notre Gouvernement. Cing cents Bouginais y furent transportés de Passir3 
et ce renfort permit de regarder cet endrait comme désormais en état de 
résister aux pirates. Le méme année encore, une expédition armée fut envoyée 
dans le voisinage de Bali et de Lombok ot aera violences avaient été 
commises, entre autres le pillage des bricks le “Twee Gebroeders” et le 
“ Teksing.” 


La répression de ce fléau universel dans l’Archipel Indien fut, particuliére- 
ment en 1839, l’objet de mires réflexions et de mesures énergiques de la part 
du Gouvernement. On entreprit une expédition contre les pirates qui infes» 
taient le voisinage de Linga et la céte orientale de Sumatra, sous les ordres 
du Lieutenant de Marine en premier, J. W. F. Frucht: 59 individus, 
prisonniers ou esclaves des pirates, furent rendus a la liberté. De plus, le 
Département des Colonies mit en délibération les points suivants: 

“ Etablir de concert avec les autorités Anglaises aux Indes, un réglement 
par lequel serait proscrite dans tout PArchipel Oriental la navigation de bati- 
mens indigénes, ayant plus de 10 hommes a bord et qui ne seraient pas pourvus 
de passeports des Gouvernemens Néerlandais, Anglais, Siamois, ou Chinois.” 

Les Résidens de Riouw et de Singapore entrérent en conférence sur cette 
mesure. Ce dernier garda, encore cette fois, un prudent silence 4 l’égard de la 
partie septentrionale de Bornéo; il trouva tant de difficultés par rapport au 
commerce indigéne, qu'il fallut bientét renoncer a Vidée dela mettre a exécution. 

On proposa ensuite de défendre absolument la construction de batimens 

ui, comme les penjajaps et autres, quelle qu’en fit la dimension, sont particue 
liérement propres 4 la piraterie, afin de forcer ainsi les indigénes a se servir de 
‘b&timens dont la marche serait trop lente, soit pour atteindre les autres navires, 
soit pour échapper aux croiseurs Néerlandais et Anglais. Déja en 1836, il avait 
été question de prendre une mesure semblable; mais de nombreuses difficultés 
élevées a ce sujet avaient forcé d'y renoncer. La chose fut remise sur le tapis, 
en prenant en considération la publication du 16 Mai, 1806, dont nous avons 
déja parlé au commencement de ces notices. Toutes les autorités de Bornéo, de 
Célébes et des Moluques, furent consultées; et l’on put se convaincre que, de 
méme que la publication de 1806 n’avait pas produit d’amélioration sensible, | 
aucune mesure aussi générale que celle la n’aurait d’efficaaité. 

Cependant ces délibérations donnérent lieud quelques modifications dans le 
Traité conclu avec le Sultan de Linga: on désirait exciter toujours davantage ce 
Prince a sévir contre ceux qui seraient trouvés coupables de pirateries, afin 
d’inspirer aux autres un salutaire effroi, 


at 


On détermina aussi la forme qu’auraient les passeports de bfitimens 
destinés 4 la péche, et qui devaient étre délivrés par les chefs des iles suivantes : 
Boean-Orang ou grande Natuna, entre la Presqu’ile de Malacca et la partie 


septentrionale de Bornéo ; Siantan ou les [les Anambas ; Soegi, faisant partie du‘ 


ee des Iles de Boelan ou Batam, parmi lesquelles se trouve aussi Galang; 
‘'ambilan ou Tamelang, faisant partie du groupe de ce nom; Poeloe Aor au 
dcwer prés de la céte de la Presqu’ile de Malacca, entre Pehang et Djohor; 
Serassan ; Soematja; et Poeloe Laut, la plus septentrionale des Tes Natuna. 

Le Sultan avait demandé, que le paiement des chefs établis pour s’opposer 

a la piraterie dans les Iles de Galang, Timian, Mooro, Soegi, Boelan, Sekana, et 

mpar, paiement que se montait a 150 florins par mois, lui fit remis a lui 
personnellement. Cette demande fut accordée; mais le Résident de Riouw fut 
chargé de s’assurer si les chefs intéressés recevaient leur solde comme de droit. 

Et comme preuves des bonnes dispositions qui animaient le Sultan et Je 
Vice-Roi de Riouw dans l’appui qu’ils promettaient au Gouvernement, on 
remarqua 

1. Quill parut un édit 4 Riouw, par lequel tous les sujets de Linga, Riouw 
et les dépendances, étaient avertis, de la part du Sultan, que toute piraterie ou 
toute complicité méme serait poursuivie et sévérement punie ; : 

2. Que le Sultan envoya a tous les chefs, ses subordonnés, l’ordre de veiller 
& ce qui la piraterie ne fit commise, ni tolérée dans leurs départements; 
qu’aucun étranger ne fat admis 4 vendre des prisonniers comme esclaves, et 
qu'il ne fat équipé aucun prahou armé comme ceux des pirates. : 

Dans l’impossibilité de détruire 4 la fois tous les repaires des pirates dans 
LArchipel Indien (et au nord de Bornéo par conséquent aussi), le Gouvernement 
Neéerlandais n’en travailla pas moins, comme on le voit, 4 combattre et a dimi- 
Buer Je mal par tous les moyens possibles. ; 

Au commencement de l’année 1839, la “Nehalennia,” frégate de Ia Marine 
Royale, le “‘ Castor,” schooner de la Marine Coloniale, et le brick le “Siewa,” 
furent envoyés 4 Mangkasser pour croiser dans ces parages et prés de Boeton, 
et pour protéger contre une attaque des pirates le territoire du Sultan de cette 
derniére ile. Quelques personnes furent enlevées cette année sur les cétes de 
Chéribon, de Tegal et de Pékalongan; et 5 bitimens indigénes chargés de 
sucre et de machines pour la fabrication, furent capturés. Cependant deux 
bateaux croiseurs de Tegal ayant atteint les pirates, les forcérent de prendre la 
fuite en abandonnant les batiments capturés ct 27 Javanais prisonniers. 

On n’eut pas le méme bonheur partout. Un peu au-dela de Tanjong Flesko, 
sur la céte septentrionale de Célébes, le schooner Ja “ Petronella” fat assailli et 
capturé par des pirates. L’équipage et les passagers, parmi lesquels se trouvaient 
3 Européens, tombérent entre leurs mains et furent massacrés. Ailleurs,. sur 
la céte orientale de Sumatra, nos troupes, qui se trouvaient prés du rivage, 
furent attaquées, le 28 Juin, 1839, par 200 prahous-pirates environ. Cependant 
om parvint 4 repousser l’ennemi. Le schooner le “ Haai,” en station 4 Sambas 
(Bornéo), parvint 4 faire éprouver des pertes sensibles a une flottille de 30 
prahous Dayaks qui avaient os¢/’attendre. Pareillement, les ctes de Pontianak 
furent inquiétées par des pirates Dayaks. A Mampawa on en vint aux mains 
aveceux. Le commandant de l’endroit, Sjirief Mohamat, ayant appris qu'il se 
trouvait 9 de leurs prahous 4 l’embouchure de la riviére, montés chacun 
par 30 a 40. bandits, résolut de les attaquer avec 3 prahous seulement. On 
combattit de si prés qu’jl ne fut guére fait usage d’autre arme que du 
kléwang (sabre). Le commandant eut 37 hommes de tuds: la perte des 
ennemis monta 4 80. I parait. que ces Dayaks venaient de Seribas, 
localité située dans lintérieur des terres au nord de Sambas, et qui n’est 
accessible que pour les petits bitimens des Dayaks, a forme allongée, légers, et 
dont toutes les parties sont unies au moyen de joncs. Dans leurs courses, ils 
brilent et massacrent le long des edtes tout ce qui est 4 leur portée.. Pour 
trophées, ils emportent les cranes des victimes de leur férocité. Ils n’ont pas 
d’armes & feu; ils se servent ordinairement du klégang et de javelots ou sagaies 
durcis au feu. 

Qu’on ne dise pas que le Gouvernement n’a rien fait pour réprimer Is 
piraterie dans la partie nord-ouest de Bornéo!. Ena poursuivant comme il avait 
gommencé, le Gouvernement serait allé plus loin, et aurait ouvert des relations 
avec le Sultan de Bornéo Proper (Broenai), si les Anglais n’y avaient pas formé 
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‘1839 ‘d’établissemens, et si leurs vaisseaux de guerre n’étaient pas intervenus arbi- 
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trairement, A l’insu et sans la coopération du Gouvernement Néerlandais. Au 
reste, cette intervention date de loin. II n’est pas nécessaire de revenir sur les 
efforts infructueux que les Anglais ont tentés depuis 1816, c’est-a-dire, aprés la 
restauration de nos colonies, pour s’établir 4 Bornéo. Nous rappellerons séule- 
ment qu’en 1821, les Anglais entrérent en négociation avec le Sultan de Matam, 
sur la céte occidentale de Bornéo, pour obtenir de lui la cession de 1’Ile de 
Carimata, située dans le voisinage ; et que bientét aprés, deux navires Anglais 
se trouvaient sur la cote de Bornéo Proper dans le but avoué de s’entendre avec 
le Sultan sur la cession d’une portion de territoire. ' Ces tentatives échouérent, 
il est vrai; mais il s’ensuivit cependant qui le commerce de Bornéo Proper fut 
détourné vers Singapore, fort au détriment de Sambas: de sorte qu’en 1824 il 
fallut exempter des droits tous les vaisseaux qui venaient de cet endroit. En 
1829, et plus tard encore en 1833, il fut expressément question de conclure un 
traité entre le Gouvernement Néerlandais et le Sultan de Bornéo Proper. 
Cependant ]'unique but de ce traité était la répression de la piraterie. Les cir- 
constances empéchérent la réalisation de ce projet. Peut-étre aurait-on mieux 
réussi, en 1839,—d’autant plus que les missionnaires de Sarawak étaient venus 
demander la protection des autorités Néerlandaises—si l’intervention des 
Anglais n’avait pas fait naitre des obstacles imprévus. ‘le: 

Parmi les mesures que le Gouvernement de l’Inde prit en 1839, pour 
réprimer la piraterie, nous signalons aussi Jes suivantes comme ayant une grave 
importance : : 

1. On conclut um ‘traité avec les chefs d’Endé, dans l’Ie de Floris, par 
lequel, Article VI, ils s’*engageaient 4 réprimer toute piraterie, et 4 ne souffrir 
aucun rapport entre leurs sujets et les pirates, soit pour protéger ceux-ci, soit 
pour leur faciliter la vente ou l’échange de leur butin. Au contraire, les chefs 
devaient mettre en cuvre tous les moyens 4 leur disposition pour s’opposer a 
ces bandits et pour détruire leurs repaires. 

2. On construisit aux Moluques, pour le compte de quelques chefs de Mina- 
hassa, dix-huit de ces b&timens ouverts appelés rorches, armés aux frais du 
Gouvernement, et destinés a s’opposer aux pirates. “Ny 

3. Une somme d’argent fut consacrée a l’entretien d’espions dans ces 
parages, afin de connaitre les retraites des pirates, leurs chefs, les indigénes qui 
se rendaient coupables de pirateries, et les moyens les plus propres a tirer d’eux 
une punition exemplaire. 


_ Lvannée 1840 amena de grands changemens a l’égard de la Marine Coloniale; 
elle fut entigrement supprimée, et les navires furent placés sous les ordres 
Wofficiers faisant partie de la Marine Royale Néerlandaise. Une assez forte 
escadre resta constamment en station dans les Mers de Inde. Les schooners 
dits civiele schoeners, armés en guerre, et les bateaux-croiseurs furent placés 
sous une administration particuliére subordonnée au Commandant-en-chef de 
Yescadre. Les mesures contre les pirates furent continuées partout avec un 
égal succés. Le 7 Juillet de cette année, une rencontre eut lieu sur la cote de 
Floris entre le schooner “’Alcinoé’ et 23 prahous-pirates. Le schooner 
fut entouré de toute part; et les pirates ne se décidérent a la retraite qu’aprés 
avoir eu deux de leurs batimens coulés 4 fond. A peu prés & la méme époque, 
arriva 4 Timor un navire pécheur, le “Mary,” Capitaine Blosse, qui avait été 
capturé par les pirates 4 la hauteur de Lombok. L’équipage, qui n’avait 
recouvré sa liberté qu’en payant une forte rancon, fit ensuite éprouver aux 
pirates une perte considérable. Croisant plus tard le long de la cote de Boeton, 
il eut un nouvel engagement avec les pirates: et quoique le nombre de leurs 
prahous ne s’élevat pas & moins de 200, il parvint heureusement a leur 
échapper. Le Capitaine Blosse déclara que les pirates, entre les mains desquels 
ilavait été prisonnier, avaient aussi capturé trois batimens pécheurs Américains, 
et. les avaient ensuite conduits 4 Soeloe. Les équipages de ces navires étaient 
restés prisonniers. Lorsque “1 Astrobabe” et la “ Zélée,” dans leur voyage de 
découverte, arrivérent a Aeeine, les indigénes, croyant que c’étaient des navires 
Hollandais qui venaient tirer vengeance de la prise de la “ Maria Frederika,” & 
Vancre dans le port, se préparérent a faire une vigoureuse résistance.—On recut 
aussi alors la nouvelle que |’Ile de Roma, au nord de-Timor, avait été dévastée 
par les pirates. - : 
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Nous terminerons ici cette revue des cing années de 1886 4 1840: voicien 1840 
résumé quels furent les résultats obtenus : 

a, On continua de poursuivre les pirates en pleine mer. Des bateaux-a- 
‘vapeur furent envoyés d’Europe aux Indes a cet effet. Il parut dans le voisinage 
de Linga deux bitimens, Anglais dont l’un exerca un sévére chitiment envers 
VTle de Galang; mais le Gouvernement Anglais s’empressa de désavouer cette 
violation du territoire Néerlandais, comme une transgression des ordres remis a 
ses agens. On réitéra les protestations d’exécuter fidélement le Traité de 
Londres du 17 Mars, 1824; et cependant les autorités de Singapore reculérent 
quand il fat question d’agir simultanément ! 

b. Les habitans de |’Tle de Vordate et de Floris furent sévérement chatiés 
pour leurs pirateries ; les premiers par les frégates de Sa Majesté la ‘“‘ Diana” et 
le “Zaan,” les autres, par le “Boréas,” frégate de Sa Majesté, en 1836, 1837, 
et 1838.—Dans les Moluques on prit diverses mesures pour protéger le commerce 
et la navigation. 

c. Le Sultan de Kottaringin, sur la céte méridionale de Bornéo, donna une 
preuve des excellentes dispositions qui l’animaient, en livrant au Gouvernement, 
de son propre mouvement, une cinquantaine de pirates prisonniers. Quatre-cents 
autres furent établis comme agricultures 4 Saleyer, au sud de Célébes. Les 
pe au nord de Bornéo furent chatiés.—L’intervention Anglaise empécha de 

ire plus dans-ces contrées. 

d. Les négociations avec le Sultan de Linga furent continuées. I] fut 
convenu que le Sultan recevrait annuellement une somme de 20,000 florins, 
afin de réaliser ses bonnes intentions. La solde des chefs placés dans les 
diverses iles fut portée & 14,400 florins; ces chefs devaient étre nommés avec 
Vapprobation du Gouvernement. Le Sultan s’engagea a prohiber la piraterie, 
ala punir, et dans ce but, A entretenir un certain nombre de batimens. Pour 
les bitimens-pécheurs qui avaient un équipage de plus de dix hommes, ils 
devaient étre muni de passeports. I] fut défendu d’avoir des bastingages aux 
batimens indigénes. On augmenta en méme temps les forces navales Néer- 
landaises dans les mers de Linga. Un des premiers résultats de ces mesures 
fut que 360 personnes enlevées par les pirates recouvrérent leur liberté. 

e. Pour mieux réprimer la piraterie, on conclut des traités avec les chefs 
d’Endé (Floris) et avec le Sultan d’Indragiri, sur la cdte orientale de Sumatra. 
De tous les traités, ce dernier, si l’on excepte celui du Sultan de Linga, 
contenait le plus de détails. Tl fut aussi convenu avec le Sultan de Soemanap, 
qu’il entretiendrait un certain nombre de croiseurs pour s’opposer aux pirates. 


En dépit de tant de mesures prises par le Gouvernement Néerlandais aux 1841 
Indes pour combattre la piraterie, les forbans, malgré les pertes qu’ils avaient 
essuyées, montraient toujours une hardiesse presque incroyable. En 1841 ils 
capturérent, un peu a l’est de Tjotek (céte orientale de Java, entre Bezoeki 
et Banjoewangi), le prahou-croiseur du Gouvernement No. 6, commandé par un 
certain Cornelis, dont le courage était connu. Ils attaquérent aussi le “ Doris,” ° 
schooner du Gouvernement, qui n’échappa qu’d grand peine. Le prahou- 
croiseur soutint le combat depuis 6 heures du matin jusqu’a 84 heures environ. 
Les forces étaient trop inégales; il fallut céder. Le commandant Cornelis 
avec bon nombre d’excellens matelots périrent dans le combat, et des vingt 
hommes dont se composait ]’équipage, huit seulement parvinrent a se sauver. 
Le combat fut livré en vue du “ Caméléon,” schooner de guerre, qui a cause du 
calme ne pouvait venir au secours du prahou. 


Pendant le courant de Septembre 1842, le brick “ De Hoop,” de la Marine 1842 
Marchande aux Indos, sous les ordres de J. W. Neys, fut attaqué prés du rivage, 
entre les Tes de Comodo et de Floris, par 4 grands prahous de pirates 
(paduakan). Déja le 4 du méme mois a la hauteur de Sumbawa, ce méme brick 
avait été poursuivi l’espace de 50 milles environ, jusque prés de Bima, par 
des batimens Indiens fort suspects. Cette fois-ci, les 4 prahous en ques- 
tion, favorisés par un calm plat, s’approchérent du brick a la rame, vers 10 
heures du matin, jusqu’a une distance d’environ une encablure. Mais accueilli 
par un feu de mitraille bien soutenu, ils reculérent apres avoir riposté quelque 
temps avec leur artillerie. Is s’arrétérent hors de la portée du feu du brick et 
parurent tenir conseil de guerre. L’aprés-midi, 4 1 heure environ, ils renou- 
velérent leur attaque; mais force leur fut encore de renoncer a l’espoir de se 
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rendre maitres du brick. Quoique la carcasse et le gréement du navire eussent 
passablement soufferts du feu des pirates, il n’y eut personne de blessé parmi les 
gens de l'équipage. Si le brick repoussa cette attaque avec tant de succés 
c’est, outre qu’il était bien armé, surtout au courage et a la résolution de quel- 
ques officiers qui se trouvaient a bord comme passagers, qu’il faut l’attribuer: 
savoir, le Lieutenant du Génie C. H. Van Zadelhoff, le Lieutenant d’Infanterie 


_ensecond, H. A. B. Mansfeldt, et les Lieutenants d’Artillerie en second, T. J.C. 


Huismans et J. J. Ten Siethoff. 

Peu de temps aprés, le 23 Septembre, 1842, le schooner Néerlandais le 
“Young James,” Captain Umphelby, tomba entre les mains de quelques pirates 
de l’Ile de Noesa Radja, pendant la traversée de Soerabaya 4 Timor. Le 
commandant et son équipage avaient quitté le navire dans leur chaloupe et 
aprés avoir erré sept jours sur mer, ils abordérent 4 Larantoeka dans I’Ile de 
Floris, d’oa l’équipage se rendit A Mangkasser sur des prahous de cet endroit, 
tandis que le capitaine et deux hommes avec lui se dirigérent vers Timor Dhelli, 
sur une petite embarcation indigéne. 

Le Gouvernement résolut d’envoyer une nouvelle expédition armée. Au 
commencement de la mousson d’est de l’année 1843, une division de batimens 
de guerre, composée du pyroscaphe “1’Hekla,” du brick le “ Postillon,” et des 
deux schooners le “‘Zéphir” et “1’Egmond,” se dirigea vers les mers a l’est de 
Java, dans les eaux de Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa, et des autres iles situées au 
sud-ouest des Moluques, ensuite vers l’Ile de Célébes. Le commandement de 
cette expédition fut confié au Capitaine-Lieutenant J. F. A. Coertzen. A bord 
de chaque batiment se trouvait un officier de l’armée de terre avec un détache- 
ment de soldats. Au sud-est de Saleyer l’expédition trouva deux repaires de 
pirates; 34 prahous de pirates de Magindano et de Tobello furent brilés 
ou détruits. Dans le Détroit de Boneraté, 17 prahous Magindanais 
soutinrent un combat acharné; 2 d’entre eux, dont l’un portait 15 
piéces et plus de 100 hommes, furent capturés et incendiés. La nuit et un 
vent d’est qui s’éleva alors sauvérent les autres et empéchérent nos navires 
de les tenir & la portée du canon. En tout, l’expédition s’empara de 40 
pieces de canons, détruisit 36 prahous dont quelques-uns avaient soix- 
ante-cing a soixante-dix pieds de long, et brila deux repaires de pirates. Il 
n’y eut de notre cété que 3 morts et 20 blessés. 


Le 9 Mai, 1848, un baleinier Anglais, le “Sara Elizabeth,” Capitaine 
Billinghurst, propriétaire Mr. Thomas Ward de Londres, vint jeter l’ancre 
devant Amfoeang 4 quarante milles de Koepang dans I’lle de Timor, pour y 
faire provision de bois et d’eau douce: trois jours aprés, deux bateaux montés 
par deux officiers avec 14 hommes de I’équipage, furent envoyés a terre 

ans ce but. I] n’y avait que peu d’instants qu'ils étaient occupés a recueillir 
leur bois, lorsque 5 grands prahous, suivis de plusieurs autres plus petits, 
parurent a l’entrée de la baie, et débarquérent quelques hommes qui mirent les 
équipages des deux embarcations en fuite. Jue second et le troisiéme officier, 
John Adams et Ebenezer Edwards, et ’apprenti Thomas Gale, tombérent entre 
les mains des pirates. Cette scéne ayant été vue du bord du navire, on s’était 
empressé aussitét de monter les armes sur le pont, mais dans la confusion il 
avait été impossible de trouver les cartouches. Bientdt les pirates ayant réuni 
toutes leurs forces, se dirigérent vers le rivage, recueillirent sept hommes de 
Véquipage des deux premiéres embarcations et reprirent aussitét le large. 
Pendant ce temps les pirates ayant abordé le navire abandonné, s’emparérent 
de tout ce qui s’y trouvait a leur convenance. Le Capitaine Billinghurst ren- 
contra trois bitimens baleiniers, et profita de cette circonstance pour retourner 
4 son navire ; mais les pirates, aprés l’avoir abandonné, y avaient mis le feu. 
Quelques jours aprés ces événemens, le capitaine fut transporté avec son équi- 
page 4 Koepang, ot on lui procura tout ce dont il pouvait avoir besoin. 
“T/Eléonora” transporta le 28 Juin une partie de l’équipage & Batavia. Le 
troisiéme officier, Ebenezer Edwards, parvint 4 s’échapper d’entre les mains des 
pirates, et avec l’assistance de pécheurs Badjorais, il atteignit Menado, le 10 
Juillet de la méme année. Il avait passé environ cing semaines avec les pirates. 

Voici en résumé le récit qu'il fit de sa captivité: “ Aprés nous avoir lié 
bras et jambes, 4 moi et 4 mes compagnons, les pirates nous transportérent sur 
leurs prahous et se dirigérent vers le navire. Ils nous firent monter a bord en 
nous étant nos liens. Le vaisseau avait été abandonné par le capitaine et le 
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reste de léquipage. Il nous demandérent de l’opium, du riz, et de argent; 
mais comme nous leur avions fait comprendre qu’aucun de ces articles ne se 
trouvait a bord, les pirates forcérent toutes les serrures, livrérent le batiment 
au pillage et enlevérent tout ce qui leur pouvait étre utile, comme poudre, 
fusils, voiles, &c. et chargérent leur butin dans la seule embarcation qui fat 
restée au navire. Aprés nous avoir lié pieds et mains pour la seconde fois, ils 
mirent le feu au bitiment et s’éloignérent a la rame, longeant la céte de Timor. 
Ti se dirigérent ensuite vers Célébes, entreprirent diverses expéditions sur les 
trois embarcations provenant de la ‘Sara Elisabeth,’ et firent provision d’eau 
douce dans les iles qu’ils rencontrérent sur leurroute. Aprés quarante-huit jours 
de navigation ils arrivérent & Boeton. Pendant cette traversée, un des 5 
prahous avec lesquels nous étions partis de Timor, disparut a la hauteur de!’Ile 
de Boeton, sans que nous ayons pu savoir la cause de cette disparition. En 
quittant Boeton nous fimes poursuivis par trois grands batimens qui me sem- 
blaient étre des corsaires: leurs efforts pour nous atteindre furent infructueux. 
Les forbans passérent quelques jours 4 Boeton, s’occupant 4 la péche; et, ala 
suite d’une descente qu’ils firent sur le rivage, ils ramenérent quelques prison- 
niers ainsi que des étuis de bambou remplis de poudre d’or. f 

“Le prahou sur lequel je me trouvais, portait quatre pierriers, un canon, 
quelque fusils, trente-six hommes d’équipage, et vingt prisonniers. II y avait 
parmi ces pirates neuf personnes qui semblaient exercer quelque autorité et qui 
passaient toute Ja journée a fumer de l’opium sans prendre aucune part aux 
manceuvres du navire. A plusieurs reprises je fus transporté d’un prahou sur 
Pautre, d’oi je conelus que je fus successivement vendu a divers chefs ou pan- 
glima. Je v’ai eu a souffrir aucun mauvais traitement de leur part, quoique je 
me sois constamment montré peu disposé a travailler. Notre seule nourriture 
se composait d’un peu de riz et d’eau; et encore ce riz était gaté d’ordinaire et 
les rations si petites que nous ne pouvions jamais nous en rassasier. Autant que 
j'ai pu le comprendre, ces pirates venaient de Bolang-ngi. IIs nettoyérent et 
réparérent leur prahous sur un banc de sable situé devant l’entrée de la Baie de 
Gorontalo. Le dernier endroit ot les pirates abordérent fut la petite Ile de 
Banka, située 4 peu de distance de Gorontalo (au nord de Menado), oi ils 
s’occupérent a la péche. C'est 14 que je parvins 4 m’échapper sur ]’une des 
embarcations qui avaient appartenu a la ‘ Sara Elizabeth.’ ” 

Tl semble qu’Ebenezer Edwards ignorat entiérement le sort de ses com- 
pagnons de captivité ; du moins il ne put rien communiquer a leur égard. Les 
autorités locales de Manedo fournirent 4 Edwards tout ce dont il avait besoin, 
et le placérent 4 bord du Kocrier, qui allait mettre a la voile. 

Pendant le mois de Novembre 1843, le pyroscaphe le “ Phoenix” visita 
avec soin les Iles de Solombo et de Poeloe Laut, les parages entre les Iles Kan- 
géan jusqu’a Poeloe Panjang, et le Détroit de Lombok jusqu’a la céte orientale 
de Java. En faisant la traversée de Tanjong Tjanker 4 Soemanap, le “ Phenix” 
découvrit, le 12 Novembre, vers les 10 heures du matin, dans le voisinage de 
Gili Genting, 6 prahous prés de Poeloe Lawak, qu’on reconnut bientédt pour 
eorsaires. Les pirates avaient cargué leur voiles, et cherchaient, a force de 
rames, a s’éloigner vers l’est.—Nous nous bornons 4 transcrire ici le rapport que 
le commandant du batiment, le Lieutenant de Marine de premiére classe, 
J. W. Stoll, fit de cette rencontre :— 

** Remarquant que, malgré la vitesse de leur marche, le ‘Phenix’ pouvait 
les atteindre facilement, je continuais 4 me diriger vers le nord, le cap sur la 
pointe orientale de Gili Genting, jusqu’a 10 heures et demie environ. Quand 
Je les crus assez au large de Poeloe Lawak pour ne plus pouvoir s’échapper dans 
les criques ou entre les récifs qui entourent cette ile, je gouvernai droit sur eux. 
Vers midi, ils se trouvaient 4 portée de canon; je dépassai un prahou qu’ils 
venaient d’abandonner et dans lequel se trouvait des malheureux enchainés qui 
réclamaient du secours. Je fis un peu arriver a babord, de facon que la batterie 
de tribord pit faire feu sur les pirates, tandis que je fis tirer un coup a mitraille 
de notre canon de 60 sur les 5 autres prahous qui continuaient 4 s‘éloigner. 
Virant ensuite de bord, Pautre batterie lacha sa bordée. Je continuai a répéter 
la méme manewvre en avancant toujours. Bientét 2 prahous sur Je point 
de couler 4 fond furent abandonnés; alors je fis un instant cesser le feu pour 
recueillir quelques malheureux surnageant encore et qui appelaient du secours. 
Quoique les autres prahous eussent aussi beaucoup souffert, témoin le nombre 
de cadavres et d’effets qu’ils avaient di jeter 4 la mer pour faciliter leur marche, 
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rendre maitres du brick. Quoique la carcasse et le gréement du navire eussent 
passablement soufferts du feu des pirates, il n’y eut personne de blessé parmi les 
gens de l’équipage. Si le brick repoussa cette attaque avec tant de succés 
c’est, outre qu'il était bien armé, surtout au courage et a la résolution de quel- 
ques officiers qui se trouvaient 4 bord comme passagers, qu’il faut l’attribuer: 
savoir, le Lieutenant du Génie C. H. Van Zadelhoff, le Lieutenant d'Infanterie 


_ensecond, H. A. B. Mansfeldt, et les Lieutenants d’Artillerie en second, T. J.C. 


Huismans et J. J. Ten Siethoff. 

Peu de temps aprés, le 23 Septembre, 1842, le schooner Néerlandais le 
“Young James,” Captain Umphelby, tomba entre les mains de quelques pirates 
de l’Ile de Noesa Radja, pendant la traversée de Soerabaya 4 Timor. Le 
commandant et son équipage avaient quitté le navire dans leur chaloupe et 
aprés avoir erré sept jours sur mer, ils abordérent 4 Larantoeka dans |’Ile de 
Floris, d’od Péquipage se rendit A Mangkasser sur des prahous de cet endroit, 
tandis que le capitaine et deux hommes avec lui se dirigérent vers Timor Dhelli, 
sur une petite embarcation indigéne. 

Le Gouvernement résolut d’envoyer une nouvelle expédition armée. Au 
commencement de la mousson d’est de l’'année 1843, une division de bitimens 
de guerre, composée du pyroscaphe “1’Hekla,” du brick le “ Postillon,” et des 
deux schooners le ‘“‘ Zéphir” et ‘l’Egmond,” se dirigea vers les mers a l’est de 
Java, dans les eaux de Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa, et des autres ,iles situées au 
sud-ouest des Moluques, ensuite vers ’Ile de Célébes. Le commandement de 
cette expédition fut confié au Capitaine-Lieutenant J. F. A. Coertzen. A bord 
de chaque batiment se trouvait un officier de l’armée de terre avec un détache- 
ment de soldats. Au sud-est de Saleyer l’expédition trouva deux repaires de 
pirates; 34 prahous de pirates de Magindano et de Tobello furent brilés 
ou détruits, Dans le Détroit de Boneraté, 17 prahous Magindanais 
soutinrent un combat acharné; 2 d’entre eux, dont l’un portait 15 
piéces et plus de 100 hommes, furent capturés et incendiés. La nuit et un 
vent d’est qui s’éleva alors sauvérent les autres et empéchérent nos navires 
de les tenir 4 la portée du canon. En tout, l’expédition s’empara de 40 
piéces de canons, détruisit 36 prahous dont quelques-uns avaient soix- 
ante-cing a soixante-dix pieds de long, et brila deux repaires de pirates. I] 
n’y eut de notre cété que 3 morts et 20 blessés. 


Le 9 Mai, 1848, un baleinier Anglais, le “Sara Elizabeth,” Capitaine 
Billinghurst, propriétaire Mr. Thomas Ward de Londres, vint jeter l’ancre 
devant Amfoeang a quarante milles de Koepang dans 1’lle de Timor, pour y 
faire provision de bois et d’eau douce: trois jours aprés, deux bateaux montés 
yer deux officiers avec 14 hommes de l’équipage, furent envoyés a terre 

lans ce but. I] n’y avait que peu d’instants qu'ils étaient occupés a recueillir 
leur bois, lorsque 5 grands prahous, suivis de plusieurs autres plus petits, 
parurent a l’entrée de la baie, et débarquérent quelques hommes qui mirent les 
équipages des deux embarcations en fuite. Je second et le troisiéme officier, 
John Adams et Ebenezer Edwards, et l’apprenti Thomas Gale, tombérent entre 
les mains des pirates. Cette scéne ayant été vue du bord du navire, on s’était 
empressé aussitét de monter les armes sur le pont, mais dans la confusion il 
avait été impossible de trouver les cartouches. Bientdt les pirates ayant réuni 
toutes leurs forces, se dirigérent vers le rivage, recueillirent sept hommes de 
Véquipage des deux premiéres embarcations et reprirent aussitét le large. 
Pendant ce temps les pirates ayant abordé le navire abandonné, s’emparérent 
de tout ce qui s’y trouvait 4 leur convenance. Le Capitaine Billinghurst ren- 
contra trois bitimens baleiniers, et profita de cette circonstance pour retourner 
4 son navire ; mais les pirates, aprés l’avoir abandonné, y avaient mis le feu. 
Quelques jours aprés ces événemens, le capitaine fut transporté avec son équi- 
page a Koepang, ot on lui procura tout ce dont il pouvait avoir besoin. 
“T’Eléonora” transporta le 28 Juin ane partie de l’équipage 4 Batavia. Le 
troisiéme officier, Ebenezer Edwards, parvint 4 s’échapper d’entre les mains des 
ay et avec l’assistance de pécheurs Badjorais, il atteignit Menado, le 10 

uillet de la méme année. I] avait passé environ cing semaines avec les pirates. 

Voici en résumé le récit qu'il fit de sa captivité: “Aprés nous avoir lié 
bras et jambes, 4 moi et 4 mes compagnons, les pirates nous transportérent sur 
leurs prahous et se dirigérent vers le navire. Ils nous firent monter a bord en 
nous dtant nos liens. Le vaisseau avait été abandonné par le capitaine et le 
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reste de Péquipage. I nous demandérent de l’opium, du riz, et de l’argent; 
mais comme nous leur avions fait comprendre qu’aucun de ces articles ne se 
trouvait a bord, les pirates forcérent toutes les serrures, livrérent le bitiment 
au pillage et enlevérent tout ce qui leur pouvait étre utile, comme poudre, 
fusils, voiles, &c. et chargérent leur butin dans la seule embarcation qui fiat 
restée au navire. Aprés nous avoir lié pieds et mains pour la seconde fois, ils 
mirent le feu au batiment et s’éloignérent a la rame, longeant la céte de Timor. 
Ti se dirigérent ensuite vers Célébes, entreprirent diverses expéditions sur les 
trois embarcations provenant de la ‘Sara Elisabeth,’ et firent provision d’eau 
douce dans les iles qu’ils rencontrérent sur leur route. Aprés quarante-huit jours 
de navigation ils arrivérent & Boeton. Pendant cette traversée, un des 5 
prahous avec lesquels nous étions partis de Timor, disparut 4 la hauteur delle 
de Boeton, sans que nous ayons pu savoir la cause de cette disparition. En 


quittant Boeton nous fimes poursuivis par trois grands batimens qui me sem-. 


blaient étre des corsaires: leurs efforts pour nous atteindre furent infructueux. 
Hes forbans passérent quelques jours 4 Boeton, s’occupant a Ia péche; et, ala 
suite d’une descente qu’ils firent sur le rivage, ils remenérent quelques prison- 
niers ainsi que des étuis de bambou remplis de poudre d’or. ; 

“Le prahou sur lequel je me trouvais, portait quatre pierriers, un canon, 
quelque fusils, trente-six hommes d’équipage, et vingt prisonniers. Il y avait 
parmi ces pirates neuf personnes qui semblaient exercer quelque autorité et qui 
passaient toute la journée 4 fumer de l’opium sans prendre aucune part aux 
manceuvres du navire. A plusieurs reprises je fus transporté d’un prahou sur 
Pautre, d’oi je conelus que je fus successivement vendu a divers chefs ou pan- 
glima. Je n’ai eu a souffrir aucun mauvais traitement de leur part, quoique je 
me sois constamment montré peu disposé a travailler. Notre seule nourriture 
se composait d’un peu de riz et d’eau; et encore ce riz était gité d’ordinaire et 
les rations si petites que nous ne pouvions jamais nous en rassasier. Autant que 
jai pu le comprendre, ces pirates venaient de Bolang-ngi. [ls nettoyérent et 
réparérent leur prahous sur un banc de sable situé devant l’entrée de la Baie de 
Gorontalo. Le dernier endroit ot les pirates abordérent fut la petite Ile de 
Banka, située 4 peu de distance de Gorontalo (au nord de Menado), ot ils 
s’occupérent a la péche. C'est la que je parvins 4 m’échapper sur l’une des 
embarcations qui avaient appartenu a la ‘ Sara Elizabeth.’ ” 

Il semble qu’Ebenezer Edwards ignorat entiérement le sort de ses com- 
pagnons de captivité ; du moins il ne put rien communiquer 4 leur égard. Les 
autorités locales de Manedo fournirent 4 Edwards tout ce dont il avait besoin, 
et le placérent 4 bord du Koerier, qui allait mettre 4 la voile. 

Pendant le mois de Novembre 1848, le pyroscaphe le “ Phenix” visita 
avec soin les [les de Solombo et de Poeloe Laut, les parages entre les Iles Kan- 
géan jusqu’d Poeloe Panjang, et le Détroit de Lombok jusqu’a la céte orientale 
de Java. En faisant la traversée de Tanjong Tjanker 4 Soemanap, le “ Phoenix” 
découvrit, le 12 Novembre, vers les 10 heures du matin, dans le voisinage de 
Gili Genting, 6 prahous prés de Poeloe Lawak, qu’on reconnut bientét pour 
eorsaires. Les pirates avaient cargué leur voiles, et cherchaient, a force de 
rames, 4 s’éloigner vers l’est.—Nous nous bornons 4 transcrire ici le rapport que 
le commandant du batiment, le Lieutenant de Marine de premiére classe, 
J. W. Stoll, fit de cette rencontre :— 

** Remarquant que, malgré la vitesse de leur marche, le ‘Phoenix’ pouvait 
les atteindre facilement, je continuais 4 me diriger vers le nord, le cap sur la 
pointe orientale de Gili Genting, jusqu’a 10 heures et demie environ. Quand 
je les crus assez au large de Poeloe Lawak pour ne plus pouvoir s’échapper dans 
les criques ou entre les récifs qui entourent cette ile, je gouvernai droit sur eux. 
Vers midi, ils se trouvaient 4 portée de canon; je dépassai un prahou qu’ils 
venaient d’abandonner et dans lequel se trouvait des malheureux enchainés qui 
réclamaient du secours. Je fis un peu arriver a babord, de facon que la batterie 
de tribord pit faire feu sur les pirates, tandis que je fis tirer un coup a mitraille 
de notre canon de 60 sur les 5 autres prahous qui continuaient a s‘éloigner. 
Virant ensuite de bord, l’autre batterie lacha sa bordée. Je continuai a répéter 
la méme manewvre en avancant toujours. Bientét 2 prahous sur le point 
de couler 4 fond furent abandonnés; alors je fis un instant cesser le feu pour 
recueillir quelques malheureux surnageant encore et qui appelaient du secours. 
Quoique les autres prahous eussent aussi beaucoup souffert, témoin le nombre 
de cadavres et d’effets qu’ils avaient di jeter a la mer pour faciliter leur marche, 
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1843 ils n’en continuérent pas moins 4 se défendre, ou plutét 4 faire tous leurs efforts 
pour nous échapper. Leur résistance fut si opiniitre et si bien dirigée, que ce 
ne fut qu’aprés un combat de cing heures environ, dans lequel trois hommes 
du ‘ Phenix’ furent griévement blessés de javelots de bambou ou d’assingaies, 
que nous réussimes 4 les capturer tous. 

“Vingt pirates, parmi lesquels se trouvaient deux jeunes Indiens, quelques 
blessés, ainsi que six indigénes que les pirates avaient faits prisonniers sur les 
batimens de Soemanap, me tombérent entre les mains. Tous les autres pirates 
qa se trouvaient dans les prahous, et dont j’évalue le nombre a 70, per- 

irent la vie en cette occasion. Ayant appris des deux enfans, aprés force 
demandes, qu’ils avaient croisé avec 7 prahous dans ces parages, je quittai, 
le 15 Novembre, la rade de Soemanap 4 la recherche du septiéme prahou. Le 
méme jour 4 10 heures du matin, je réussis 4 le découvrir comme les autres, 
non loin de Poeloe Lawak, et 4 m’en emparer aprés quelques coups tirés avec 
précision, au moment ot il allait couler. Six d’entre les pirates qui cher- 
chaient a se sauver a la nage, et un autre griévement blessé, furent faits prison- 
niers. On s’empara aussi d’un lilla et d’un fusil.”* 

On regut a is méme époque des nouvelles de Riouw, concernant l’expédition 
dirigée contre Jes pirates, qui, aprés avoir ravagé les cétes et les iles du Détroit 
de Malacca jusqu’a Poeloe Pinang, étaient entrés avec tous leurs prisonniers et 
leur butin dans la Riviére de Toengkal (Royaume de Jambi). Cette expédition, 
composée du brick de Sa Majesté le “ Windhond,” du schooner le “ Janus,” 
des bateaux-croiseurs du Gouvernement Nos. 59, 60, et 62, et de trois prahous- 
croiseurs du Vice-Roi de Riouw, avait quitté la rade de Riouw le 26 Aoat, 1843, 
sous les ordres du Lieutenant de Marine de premieére classe, J. W. F. Frucht, 
Commandant de la station et du “ Windhond.” Le jour suivant, l’escadre se 
trouvait 4 ’embouchure du Toengkal, qui fut aussitét bloquée. Le “Janus” 
avait été préalablement envoyé avec ]’un des bateaux-croiseurs 1 Moeara Komp¢h, 
sur la Riviére de Jambi, pour réclamer la coopération de l’autorité, et pour 
donner, par son entremise, connaissance de l’expédition au Sultan de Jambi. 

Le 7 Septembre, le “Janus” rejoignit les autres bdtimens, ayant a bord 
le fonctionnaire J. K. D. Lammleth. Le méme jour, on recut une lettre du 
Sultan de Jambi, dans laquelle il annongait qu’il ignorait absolument la présence 
des pirates dans ces états, mais qu’il avait aussitét donné les ordres nécessaires 
pour soutenir l’expédition de tout son pouvoir, et pour faire mettre en liberté 
tous les prisonniers que ces brigands auraient déja vendus comme esclaves. 

Le Commandant de l’expédition, laissant 4 l’embouchure de la riviére les 
batimens de guerre que les bas-fonds empéchaient d’avancer, se décide 4 remonter 
le Toengkal avec sept prahous et une chaloupe armée, accompagné de M. 
Lammleth, des Lieutenans de Marine de premiere classe, C. P. de Brauw et H. D. 
A. Smits, et de lOfficier de Santé, C. H. A. Biinte. Le 9 Septembre, on attei- 
gnit le village de Penjingat, chef-lieu de la Province de Toengkal. Ce fut la 
qu’on eut la premiére nouvelle que les pirates avaient repris la mer aussitét 
aprés leur arrivée. Cependant M. Lammleth, avec les secours de quelques chefs 
indigénes, retrouva 29 individus qui avaient été enlevés par les pirates 
et vendus ensuite, et qui recouvrérent ainsi la liberté, tant 4 Penjingat que 
quelques jours plus tard 4 Assam et a Rété. D’aprés leur déclaration, ces mal- 
heureux provenaient de Quédah et de Poeloe Pinang. Ils avaient successive- 
ment été transportés a Sekana, puis 4 Toengkal, 4 Rété, et 4 Assam, pour étre 
offerts en vente aux habitans de ces endroits, par deux chefs de pirates nommés 
Boeli et Oengan. Ces chefs étaient fort redoutés, et comme il n’y avait aucune 
espérance de se rendre maitre de leur personne, autrement que par ruse, leur 
téte fut mise 4 prix pour 200 florins. Cette affaire terminée, M. Lammleth 
retourna 4 Moeara Kompéh, et l’expédition partit, et arriva, le 21 Septembre, 
devant Sekana, oi, sclon la déclaration des indigénes rendus a Ja liberté, les pirates 
faisaient leur séjour habituel. Cet endroit, cependant, fut trouvé abandonné ; 
on mit le feu aux habitations, ainsi qu’aux prahous que les pirates n’avaient pas 
emmenés avec eux. 

Des nouvelles plus récentes annoncent que, par les infatigables efforts de 
M. Lammleth 4 Soekoe Betara, et pareillement dans ]’Etat de Jambi, une tren- 
taine de personnes, originaires de Poeloe Pinang, recouvrérent leur liberté. Le 

® On trouve un récit détaillé de cette expéditiondans le ler volume, sixiéme année, du “ Tijdschrift 
voor Neérland’s-Indié.” Il parait que ces pirates venaient de la céte sud-est de Bornéo, de Tana 
Passir, au sud de Troessan. Le Prince de l’endroit se nommait Radja Patti Pongawa Tiop Tjingal. 
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Gouverneur-Général de Inde Anglaise et le Gouverneur de Poeloe Pinang en 
témoignérent leur reconnaissance au Résident de Riouw et au Lieuterant 
Frucht. Rendre ainsi hommage 4 l’activité des Hollandais, c’était reconnaitre en 
méme temps d’une maniére bien flatteuse, avec quelle ponctualité de notre cété 
Von observait le Traité de 1824. 

On acquit, 4 cette occasion, la conviction positive que les pirateries dont 
nous yenons de parler avaient été favorisées par des Princes de Linga, en parti- 
culier par le Tomongong de Mapar, issu des anciens Rois de Linga. Son fils 
Intje Montil avait méme équipé plusieurs prahous et fait quelques courses. Intje 
Dolla 4 Sinkep s’était rendu coupable de pareils méfaits. Il avait fait piller et 
braler un wankang Chinois, qui devait étre réparé dans cet endroit. De pareils 
actes furent le sujet de sérieuses représentations auprés du Sultan de Linga, qui 
livra enfin les chefs coupables avec 10 autres fameux chefs de pirates.—On 
conclut un traité plus précis avec le Sultan d’Indragiri. 

D’aprés les nouvelles regues de Mangkasser, le brick “1’Arend” en station 

- dans ces parages, se mit, en Octobre 1843, 4 la recherche d’une trentaine de 
prahous de pirates, qui, 8 ce qu’on disait, se tenaient prés de I’Ile de Kalatoea. 
Tout ce qu’on trouva fut un prahou sur le rivage, nouvellement construit, long 
d’environ cinquante pieds, 4 deuxrangs de rames,de l’espéce enfin que les indigénes 
appellent penjajap, et qui, comme nous l’avons observé précédemment, est spé- 
cialement destiné a la piraterie: ce bitiment fut détruit. 

Pendant que ces événements se passaient aux Indes, quelques journaux 
Anglais, partisans de l’établissement de leur nation 4 Bornéo, accusaient & 
Yenvi le Gouvernement Néerlandais de ne pas travailler 4 la répression des 
pirateries dans ]’Archipel Indien! Le “ Journal du Commerce d’Amsterdam ” 

Amsterdamsch Handelsblad) réfuta ces insultantes accusations dans une série 

*articles remarquables 4 tous égards, et qui donnent un excellent apercu des 
principales tribus des pirates et de leur sphére d’action. On y reconnait la 
plume d’un homme bien au fait des choses. 


Pendant le courant d’Avril 1844, quelques bitimens de pirates se mon- 
traient dans le voisinage de Biliton. Les autorités de Banka prirent les 
mesures nécessaires pour découvrir les brigands et les punir. La “ Niobé,” 
schooner du Gouvernement, ayant 4 bord un détachement d’infanterie et 
dartillerie, fut envoyée 4 Biliton avec deux bateaux-croiseurs. Un troisiéme 
bateau-croiseur qui se trouvait 4 la hauteur des Iles Lépar, recut l’ordre de se 
rallier 4 l’expédition avec tous les bitimens Indiens que le chef de ces iles 
aurait pu réunir. Quoique !’on ne rencontrét aucun pirate le long de la céte 
orientale de Banka et des petites iles avoisinantes, on apprit cependant que, 

uelques jours auparavant, ils avaient assailli le village de Ranghan, non loin 
e Koba, et qu’ils avaient emmené avec eux quelques pécheurs Chinois ou 
indigénes, surpris par cette attaque imprévue. 

A la méme époque il se trouvait dans le Détroit de la Sonde 40 
batimens de pirates, dont quelques-uns se hasardérent méme jusque prés des 
Tles de Zutphen. L’on expédia aussitét dans ces parages le schooner le 
“ Zeemeeuw” avec quelques bateaux-croiseurs. I] parait que ces bandits pro- 
venaient encore une fois des eaux de Linga. 


En Mai suivant, 14 prahous Magindanais furent apercus 4 la céte de- 


Bangaai (a l’est de Célébes), dans le territoire du Sultan de Ternate. Ces 
pirates assaillirent quelques négreries situées le long du rivage, massacrérent 
25 personnes et en emmenérent 60. Sur l’ordre du Sultan, le Radja 
de Bangaai envoya quelques korra korra armés contre les brigands, mais sans 
résultat. Cependant ces korra korra dégagérent un schooner que les pirates 
serraient de prés, et le mirent en état de reprendre la route de Mangkasser, 
aprés que les avaries du navire 4 la carcasse et au gréement eurent été 
réparées. 


Sur Ja céte orientale de Bornéo, 8 b4timens qu’on supposait étre des. 


pirates de Brauni, réduisirent en esclavage 48 pécheurs Chinois, aux environs de 
Singkawan (Juin 1844), 

Le brick de Sa Majesté le “ Postillon,” sous les ordres du Lieutenant de 
Marine premiére classe, J. R. Cambier, rencontra pendant la traversée de Mang- 
kasser 4 Boeton (17 Aodt, 1844), et vers lextrémité méridionale de cette 
derniére ile, 6 grands prahous suspects et 3 petits, auxquels il donna la 
chasse. Ces bitimens étaient remplis de monde et portaient, le plus grand trentc 
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rames, et le plus petit, seize a vies Aprés avoir essuyé quelques bordées 
du brick, ils parvinrent 4 échapper @ la faveur d’un calme. Ia perte des pirates 
dut étre considérable, du moins 4 en juger par la confusion qui régnait 4 bord 
des prahous et par l’irrégularité qu’on remarquait dans leurs maneuvres. A 
plusieurs reprises on les vit jeter des cadavres 4 la mer. Dvailleurs, on appris 
plus tard par le Sultan de Boeton, qu’ils avaient été obligés d’abandonner un 
de leurs grands prahous prét & couler, Les indigénes de Boeton repéchérent ce 
prahou et le bralérent. 
Le 18 Octobre, 1844, le petite Tle de Gili fut pillée par 11 prahous, 
irates. Cependant les habitans avaient eu le temps de prendre la fuite 4 
dtawearaion de 5 d’entre eux dont 2 furent immédiatement massacrés. Les 
corsaires ne restérent maitres de Vile que dix-huit heures, quoiqu’ils eussent 
profité de ce temps pour se retrancher, en arborant des drapeaux rouges et 
blancs a croix rouge. Mais 4 l’approche des batimens armés, ils se retirérent. 
Deux d’entre ces prahous en vinrent aux mains, quelques jours plus tard, avec, 
un prehou de Bima; et l’on en coula un a fond. Huit jours aprés, un batiment 
de commerce Malais fut attaqué dans ces parages par 9 prahous-pirates ;. 
mais quelques décharges bien dirigées de petites piéces de trois, arrétérent la 
poursuite des pirates; équipage du bitiment eut a regretter la perte de deux 
hommes. 
Nous n’avons pas trouvé d’autres particularités relatives 4 année 1844. 
On ordonna une enquéte a propos de l’accident arrivé aux navires Anglais de 
Hongkong, le “ Young Queen” et “Anne,” au commencement de cette méme 
année, sur la Riviere de Koetei (céte orientale de Bornéo)—comme aussi a 
propos du pillage du brick Belge le “Charles” sur la méme cdte. Le Gou- 
vernement envoya de Mangkasser dans ce but, et pour punir le Sultan s’il était 
trouvé coupable, une expédition composé du pyroscaphe “]’Hékla” et des 
schooners le “ Zephyr,” le “ Janus” et le “ Egmond,” des bricks le “ Postillon” 
et “VArend” et d’un bateau-croiseur. Il fut reconnu plus tard, comme on 
Vavait soupgonné au premier abord, que les pirates étaient tout-a-fait étrangers 
a ees deux accidens, mais que c’étaient le résultat d'efforts illégaux qu'un 
Anglais, nommé Murray, et tué en cette occasion, avait tentés pour former un 
établissement dans cette partie de Bornéo. Le méme individu avait déja 


‘auparavant tenté une semblable entreprise 4 Célébes. Le Gouvernement 


Néerlandais conclut avec les Sultans de Passir et de Koetei des traités par 
lequels ces Princes s’engageaient & réprimer la piraterie. Les mémes conditions 
furent imposées vers la fin de ’année 1844 a quelques petits princes de la céte 
nord-est de Bornéo. 

En Juin 1844, un bitiment Anglais, le “ Premier,” venant de Hongkong 4 
Bali, fit naufrage sur la céte erica de Bornéo: les Sultans de Berou et de 
Belongan firent prisonnier l’équipage. Les Anglais recouvrérent cependant leut 
liberté, grace & Vintervention du schooner de guerre Néerlandais “1’Egmond.” 
Pendant cette méme expédition, 11 individus, Javanais pour la plupart, qui 
avaient été enlevés par les flibustiers et vendus sur cette céte, furent remis en 
liberté. 

- La mer de Soeloe continuait 4 étre peu sire. Sil faut en croire certains 
bruits, vers la fin de 1844, il se trouvait 4 Sombeangan, possession Espagnole 4 
Magindano, une frégate Espagnole “l’Espérance,” préte 4 mettre Ala voile avec 
une vingtaine de chaloupes canonniéres et 2000 hommes de troupes, pour aller 
détruire les repaires des pirates dans les Iles de Soeloe. 


Le Gouvernement Néerlandais, convaincu qu’il y avait plus de résultats a 
attendre de l’intervention des Princes indigénes que de l’artillerie Européenne, 
pour la répression de la piraterie, fit sentir, en 1845, au Gouverneur-Général de 
YInde Vabsolue nécessité d’insérer dans tous les traités 4 conclure avec les 
Princes indigénes, des stipulations plus préciscs et plus efficaces relativement a 
ce fliéau. On donna en outre plus d’extension au service des bitimens-d- 
vapeur. La marine de guerre aux Indes qui se composait de deux frégates, de 
quatre corvettes, quatre bricks, huit schooners, deux navires de garde, et deux 
pyroscaphes, fut portée désormais 4 une frégate, deux corvettes, six bricks, huit. . 
schooners, deux navires de garde, et quatre grands bitimens-d-vapeur, auxquels 
on, ajouta encore le pyroscaphe le “ Batavia.” 

En Janvier de cette année, quelques pirates se firent voir le long de la 
céte de la résidence de Chéribon. A la hauteur de Losari ils surprirent et pil- 
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lerent un prahou de commerce. Comme les bitimens-croiseurs Nos. 4 et 1845 
37, en station le long de cette céte, étaient en réparation, le Résident fit 
aussitét équiper deux grands prahous-mayang, et transporter 4 bord de ces 
batimens, l’équipage, l’artillerie, les armes, et les munitions des deux bateaux- 
croiseurs. Ces prahous rencontrérent bientét l’un des corsaires et s’en empa~ 
rérent aprés un combat assez vif. Cinq pirates perdirent la vie dans cette 
circonstance ; tandis que nous n’etimes, de notre cété, que trois matelots indi- 

énes légérement blessés. Peu de temps aprés une rencontre eut lieu prés des 

es Rakit (aussi dites Boompjes-eilanden), entre nos croiseurs et 2 bati- 
mens de pirates, qui échappérent par une prompte fuite. Cependant on les 
forcga d’abandonner six petites embarcations dont ils venaient de s’emparer a la 
hauteur d’Indramayoe et deux indigénes de Chéribon qu’ils avaient faits prison- 
niers. Le 28 Février, un prahou tjomplong de Lassem (résidence de Rembang) 
fut attaqué et pillé par un penjajap de pirates A la hauteur de Tegal. 
Lréquipage du prahou fut remis plus tard en liberté. 

uislques batimens de pirates se montrérent pareillement le long de la 
cbte de Samarang; et 3 d’entre eux assaillirent, pendant le nuit du 5 Mars, 
un prahou pécheur monté par onze personnes; celui-ci parvint a s’échapper 
mais deux des pécheurs furent tués, et un troisiéme griévement blessé. Le 
10 Mars, 2 prahous-mayang qui étaient a l’ancre 4 la hauteur de la Riviére 
de Babalan, furent attaqués et pillés par un batiment-pirate portant 16 
hommes. Un matelot de l’équipage fut tué en cherchant a se sauver a la nage. 
Deux jours aprés, un autre tjomplong fut aussi attaqué par un prahou monté 
par 30 a 35 hommes, a la hauteur de Kali-Woengoe. Deux personnes 
furent victimes du feu des brigands; le reste de l’équipage parvint 4 se sauver 
avec son bitiment. 

Deux prahous, venant l’un de Rembang et ]’autre de Karimon Java, furent 
attaqués par des pirates. Le dernier de ces prahous, appartenant 4 un parti- 
culier de Samarang, était sous les ordres d’un indigéne, nomme Intje Ali: il se 
trouvait 4 bord 3 matelots indigénes et 2 jeunes gens Créoles, David 
Pieter Stekkinger, 4gé de 11 ans environ, et Louis Constantyn Brion, ge de 
16 ans. Sept jours aprés son départ de Karimon Java, le 8 Mars, ce batiment 
fut attaqué et pillé prés de Mandaliké par un prahou ayant 7 hommes a 
bord. Le jour suivant les pirates furent découverts au méme endroit, vers 5 
heures du soir, par un des bitimens-croiseurs du Gouvernement, No. 16, 
qu’on avait envoyé contre eux a la nouvelle de leur apparition. A la vue de ce 
batiment les pirates s’enfuirent emmenant avec eux les trois matelots et le 
jeune Stekkinger; le Commandant et l’autre Européen, Brion, durent leur salut 
a la précipitation avec laquelle les pirates firent leur retraite. 

Le 16 Mars, un petit bitiment marchand, venant de Pekalongan, fut 
surpris et pillé par 12 pirates montant un prahou-kakap, dans le voisinage 
d’Oedjoeng Goenong. Plus tard, un autre petit bitiment et 2 prahous- 
parts éprouvérent le méme sort 4 1a méme céte. Les pirates tentérent une 

escente sur la céte de Batang; mais ils furent presqu’aussitét repoussés par 
un détachement d’indigénes armés, connus sous le nom de Pradjoerit, qu’on 
avait envoyés sur les lieux. Outre les 2 bateaux-croiseurs de la résidence, 
2 autres bitimens Indiens montés par des Pradjoerit furent destinés 4 la 
rotection de la cite. Dans la nuit du 19 au 20 Mars, quelques pécheurs 
indigénes furent surpris par des pirates non loin de la petite Riviére de Karang 
Anjer, prés de la Rade de Samarang ; |’un de ces malheureux perdit la vie, un 
second fut blessé, et deux autres ne reparurent plus. 

D’aprés les nouvelles communiquées par le Commandant des Districts de 
Lampong, un grand nombre de pirates se montrérent dans le Détroit de la Sonde 
et le long de la céte des Lampong: 9 de leurs prahous furent apercus 4 l’ancre 
dans la Riviére de Sepoeti, et 30 autres croisérent le long de la céte. Les 
cétes de Bantam étaient aussi peu sires et plusieurs personnes y furent blesséea, 
tuées ou enlevées par les forbans. On supposait que ces bandits n’étaient 
autres que des pécheurs de tripang de Linga, qui a cette époque visitent le 
Détroit de la Sonde, les Mille-Des et les cétes de Lampong. Une embarcation 
venant de Tjiringin, fut attaquée, le 16 Avril, par 3 prahous-penjajap, 
montés chacun par 12 ou 13 pirates, Le djoeragan (pilote) ayant été 
massacré, le reste de l’équipage et les passagers, aprés une courte résistance, ge 
jetérent a la nage et gagnérent pour Ja plupart le rivage 4 Toasia, Il y eut en 
cette occasion encore 3 personnes qui ne reparurent plus; l’une d’entr’elles 
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1845 avait recu une profonde blessure d’une balle de fusil dans le bras. Le 
Gouvernement prit de nouvelles mesures pour la recherche des pirates, et 
ordonna une visite rigoureuse de tous les bitimens pécheurs de Linga, afin 
de découvrir quelque trace de prisonniers ou du butin fait par les pirates. 

Vers la fin d’Avril, un prahou (¢junia) du Gouvernement, allant de Muntok 
a Soengi-Slan, fut capturé et brilé par un prahou-corsaire que le Résident de 
Banka croyait originaire de Linga et monté par des pécheurs de tripang de 
cette ile. Le Résident en était venu a cette idée par le récit d’un matelot du 
prahou, qui avait réussi a s’échapper, et par le fait rare qu’il avait été commis 
des pirateries dans le Détroit de Banka. Car, bien que la céte orientale de cette 
ile soit exposée aux cruautés des brigands, il est presque sans exemple qu’ils se 
montrent dans le Détroit de Banka a louest de cette ile. Le Résident prit 
aussitét des mesures pour atteindre les coupables. Une enquéte vigoureuse fut 
ordonnée. Une autre circonstance y avait donné lieu; c’est que, peu de temps 
aprés ce malheur, on avait pris un Malais, qui prétendait s’étre sauvé d’un 
prahou de pirates, et que le matelot de la tjunia avait reconnu pour l’un des 
bandits qui avait pris part a leur affaire: c’est pourquoi on le soupgonnait de 
s'étre rendu comme espion a Banka. 

Le 25 Avril, M. Sluijter, Résident de Timor, conclut avec les Radjas de 
Tle de Sumba ou Sandal un traité par lequel, Article X, ils s*engageaient a ré- 
primer toute piraterie, 4 ne souffrir aucun rapport entre leurs sujets et les 

irates ; 4 ne soutenir ces derniers en aucune maniére dans leurs entreprises en 
fear achetant leur butin; enfin 4 mettre en usage tous les moyens de répression 
qui sont a leur portée. 

Vers la fin du mois de Mai, le Gouverneur de Mangkasser recut avis de la 
présence de pirates dans le voisinage de Saleyer. On parlait aussi de forces 
considérables que les pirates réunissaient pour attaquer I’Ile de Boneraté. Le 
brick “Le Haai,” sous les ordres du Capitaine-Lieutenant de Marine F. X. R. 
’t Hooft, ayant pris a bord un détachement de vingt-cinq hommes, se dirigea vers 
les lieux ot l’on disait que les pirates se tenaient. Il ne parait pas que le bruit 
de ce grand armement fut fondé: cependant le commandant du “ Haai” parvint 
a surprendre 8 prahous a l’ancre prés de l’Ile de Kalatoea et a les détruire 
tous. 

Nous traduisons les extraits suivants du rapport que Vofficier ’t Hooft 
adressa 4 ce sujet au Gouverneur de Mangkasser : 

“Le ‘Haai’ avait quitté la rade Mangkasser le matin du 18 Mai, 1845; et 
Je 5 Juin, a la pointe du jour, on arriva en vue des Iles de Postpaard, de Madoe, 
et de Kalatoea. 

“En approchant de la céte on montra un drapeau étranger; les canons 
furent retirés et les sabords fermés afin que le ‘ Haai’ eit aussi peu que possible 
Vair d’un batiment de guerre. ; : 

“A midi environ, on était 4 deux ou trois milles de l’endroit ot le pyro- 
scaphe ‘l’Hekla’ avait réduit en cendres un village de pirates dans |’Tle 
de Kalatoea. On apergut alors § prahous de pirates prés du rivage. Des 
grains survenant de temps & autre, accompagnés d’une forte pluie, nous forcérent 
de laisser arriver 4 plusieurs reprises; ce qui nous fit perdre l'avantage du vent. 
Vers les 4 heures de l’aprés-midi le temps s’éclaircit et le vent tourna au 
nord-est. Au coucher du soleil on n’était plus qu’ une mille des prahous, 
qu’on reconnut alors pour des pirates, savoir: 3 grands bintas, 4 petits, 
et 1 paduakan. Ils étaient tous a l’ancre rangés sur une ligne, environ 
a un quart d’encablure l’un de lautre. Comme il faisait trop tard pour com- 
mencer l'attaque avec fruit, nous primes le large, déployant une 4 une toutes les 
voiles comme aurait fait un bitiment marchand dans l’intention de fuir. 
Aussitét la nuit tombée, nous serrames de nouveau le vent et croisimes a la 
méme hauteur pendant toute la nuit, qui fut fort obscure. De cette manieére il 
nous réussit de n’inspirer aucun soupgon aux pirates qui, ne comprenant pas nos 
manceuvres, restérent sans inquiétude dans la méme situation. Si: nous les 
eussions attaqués dés l’abord, l’obscurité nous aurait empéchés de leur faire 
beaucoup de dommage et ils auraient probablement pu profiter de la nuit pour 
s’échapper. Vers minuit le vent tomba; de sorte que le navire alla a la dérive 
vers le sud-ouest. A la point du jour, le 6 Juin, il était éloigné de dix a douze 
milles environ au sud-ouest des prahous. La brises’¢levait un peu avec le jour; 
mais malgré cela il ne fut possible d’avancer a portée de canon des pirates que 
vers une heure et demie de l’aprés-midi. Alors nous ouvrimes aussitét le feu 
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et le drapeau étranger sous lequel on s’était approché de la céte fut remplacé 1845 
par les couleurs Nécrlandaises. 

“Tl est nécessaire ici, pour l’intelligence du récit qui va suivre, de donner 
une idée des localités et des circonstances du vent et du temps. 

“ Entre le lieu ot se trouvaient les prahous et notre bitiment se trouve un 
récif de trois et demi a quatre encablures d’étendue, et sur lequel, 4 marée basse, 
il ne restait guére qu’un pied et demi 4 deux pieds d’eau. Le passage entre le 
récif et le rivage, de trois-quarts a une encablure de large, a une profondeur de 
quatre a six pieds, avec un fond de sable. Le récif s’étend principalement en 
ligne paralléle avec la céte dans Ja direction du nord-est au sud-ouest. I] n’offre 
aucun ancrage pour un bitiment Européen. Le rivage qui n’a guére que 
dix'a vingt-cing pas de large et touche immédiatement a des broussailles, était 
couvert de petites huttes défendues par deux petites bentings (forts). 

“Levent variant du nord-est au sud-est, tantét faiblissant, tantdt fraichis- 
sant, nous permit de présenter tour a tour les deux batteries 4 l’ennemi. 

“Le brick, courant bord sur bord sous les huniers, les perroquets, le foc, et 
la voile de brigantine, rangeait le récif aussi prés que possible. Cette manceuvre 
fut répétée dix fois; et chaque fois que les prahous se trouvaient dans la direction 
du feu, nous mimes en ralingue ou en panne, afin de ralentir la marche du 
navire. 

“ A peine eiimes-nous ouvert le feu, que l’ennemi y répondit vigoureuse- 
ment tant des prahous que du rivage, accompagnant les coups de canon de 
hurlements affreux et de roulements continus sur les gongong. Les champions, 
le bouclier et la pique 4 la main, dansaient sur le bastingage (appellan) de leurs 
prahous; un d’eux fut reconnu par l’ex-pirate Sibani, 4 son costume rouge, pour 
étre le Panglima Bapa Palakka. La plupart de leurs projectiles n’arrivaient pas 
jusqu’au brick et n’y firent aucun dommage. 

“ Le feu bien nourri et bien dirigé du ‘ Haai’ causa tant de dégits a ’ennemi, 
que vers les 4 heures et demie tous les prahous discontinuaient leur défense. 
Leurs équipages se retirérent peu a peu dans le bois, emportant avec eux les 
armes et les petits canons (lillas), abandonnant du reste leurs batimens. Nous 
envoyames encore sur les pirates quelques coups de mitraille qui les mirent en 
compléte confusion; et quelques grenades lancées dans le bois leur firent 
éprouver de grandes pertes, qui selon lestimation de Sibani, devait se monter 
a plus de 300 hommes. A 5 heures et demie de J’aprés-midi l’ennemi 
ayant cessé le feu, tout était prét pour faire une descente, afin d’achever la 
destruction des prahous; malheureusement l’eau se trouva si basse qu’on dit y 
renoncer ; car il aurait fallu beaucoup de temps pour tirer les chaloupes par 
dessus le récif, et les pirates auraient en attendant pu faire éprouver une perte 
sensible a l’équipage des chaloupes, le brick devant suspendre son feu pendant 
cette opération. 3 des grands prahous et un des petits étant pour ainsi 
dire en piéces, et les autres, fortement endommagés, on se borna a canonner 
ceux qui avaient le moins souffert, jusqu’au coucher du soleil ; alors nous primes 
le large. Le jour suivant, le ‘Haai’ se retrouva vers les 10 heures et demie du 
matin, 4 la méme place; mais les 3 petits prahous et le paduakan avaient 
disparu: cependant, l’état déplorable dans lequel ils se trouvaient, permet de 
supposer qu’ils n’auront tenu que fort peu de temps. Aprés quelques coups de 
mitraille et quelques décharges des caronades, les chaloupes armées et pourvues 
de matiéres combustibles, furent placées sous les ordres du Lieutenant de Marine 
premiére classe, mon second, M. F. Courier, dit Dubikart, ayant sous ses ordres le 
Lieutenant de seconde classe H. Budde, et l'aspirant de premiére classe G. A. de 
Lange. Lesembarcations si dirigérent vers le rivage, avec lordre de détruire et. 
de briler les prahous, d’enclouer ou de mettre hors de service les canons qui 
auraient été trop lourds pour les emmener. En approchant du rivage, les 4 
prahous 4 demi-submergés (dont 3 avaient environ 70 4 80 pieds de long 
et le quatriéme, 50 a 60) furent reconnus par Sibani pour des prahous de 
pirates de Magindano; ils étaient tellement désemparés par les boulets, qu’ils 
offraient & peine une brasse de bois entier. Les 2 piéces de canon qu’on. 
y trouva furent enclouées et jetées 4 l’eau, tandis que le feu fut mis a ce 
qui restait encore des prahous. L’équipage aborda ensuite au rivage, et. 
réduisit le kampong en cendres. Lex-pirate Sibani nous mit sur la trace 
d’une grande quantité de padi, de riz, de jagon et de poivre que les forbans 
avaient cachée dans des fosses au plus épais du bois. On découvrit au 
méme endroit 2 prahous i aaa} de 60 pieds de long, que les pirates 
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1845 avaient recouverts de branches séches et d’atap, pour les dérober a nos 
recherches. Un peu plus loin on trouva aussi quelques caisses remplies de 
pieces d’habillement, quelques instrumens, et des -papiers; a l’exception de 
ces papiers, tout devint la proie des flammes. Les canons pris aux pirates étaient 
des piéces de 6 ou de 8 en assez bon état. 

“Vers la partie méridionale du rivage on découvrit un autel sur lequel se 
trouvait de l’encens et un drapeau blanc attaché 4 un bambou. Sibani fit 
remarquer en divers endroits 4 ceux qui l’accompagnaient, de petites piéces de 
bambou, fix¢es en croix 4 des branches d’arbre et tournées vers le nord-est. 
Au dire de Sibani, les pirates donnaient avis 4 leurs complices, par ce drapeau 
blanc et ces piéces de bambou, qu'ils étaient en guerre avec la Compagnie,* 
qu’ils étaient chass¢s de Pendroit, et qu’ils s’étaient retirés vers le nord-est : le 
drapeau fut emporté et tous ces signaux détruits. Non loin de la on remarqua 
un certain nombre d’anciens tombeaux et quelques fosses fraichement creusées, 
qui renfermaient probablement les pirates morts pendant la derniére action. A 
en juger d’aprés le nombre de ces nouvelles fosses, il faut supposer que les 
pirates ont fait de grandes pertes. A l’extrémité septentrionale du rivage, 
derriére le récif se trouvait un prahou-pilaré long de trente pieds environ, qui fut 
remorqué jusqu’au brick; plus tard on fut obligé de l’abandonner. 

“Personne de l’équipage ne fut tué ou blessé pendant l’action ; iln’y a que 
le Quartier-Maitre W. Bletterwyck qui ait été blessé; il fut frappé a la main 
par explosion d’une corne a poudre, pendant qu’il exécutait ses fonctions de 
chef de piéce. 

“Quand tout fut termind, on fit voile pour Boneraté, afin de prévenir le 
chef de cet endroit d’étre sur secs gardes, dans le cas ob, comme on le supposait, 
les pirates viendraient l’attaquer. A notre arrivée, la population était sous les 
armes, et le kampong en état de défense au moyen d’une batterie de huit piéces 
de canon. On avait entendu le grondement de notre artillerie, et dans l’igno- 
rance de ce qui se passait, il avait paru prudent de prendre des mesnres conve- 
nables de sireté. Selon la nouvelle qui en était venue au Chef de Boneraté, 
7 prahous-pirates avaient été vus peu auparavant dans le voisinage de Batoe 
Soepo, sur la céte de Mangary: 4 notre arrivée dans cet endroit, on ne trouva 
aucune trace de la présence des pirates, et le ‘Haai’ reprit la route de Mang- 
kasser.ou il vint jeter l’ancre le 12 Juin. L’ex-pirate Sibani dont le nom est 
revenu plus d’une fois, était tombé entre les mains des Hollandais, ala suite 
du combat que ‘l’Hékla’ avait livré 4 quelques pirates en 1843, dans le 
Détroit de Boneraté. Reconnu coupable de piraterie, il avait été condamné a la 
peine de mort; mais cette peine avait été commuée en celle des travaux forcés 
ala chaine pendant dix ans; et, en 1844, ayant rendu quelques services, lors de 
lexpédition envoyée par le Gouvernement contre les pirates, sa peine fut com- 
muée une seconde fois et réduite 4 cing ans de travaux forcés sans chaine.” 

Le 28 Juin, 1845, un prahou-pirate Magindanais fut surpris et capturé par 
un fonctionnaire indigéne de la résidence de Menado, le Major Djacka de 
Limbotto. Les pirates s’étaient rendus a terre pour se procurer de l’eau; mais 
ils furent bientét découverts. Comme aucun d’eux ne voulut se rendre, ils fu- 
rent tous tués. On trouva dans leur embarcation une vingtaine de prisonniers 
dans un état déplorable et qui ce jour virent la fin de leurs souffrances et de leur 
esclavage. 

Le 15 Juillet et le 14 Aoit, 1845, M. A. L. Weddik, Commissaire-Inspecteur 
de Bornéo, Riouw, et Linga (actuellement Gouverneur de l’'Ile de Bornéo et dé- 
pendances), conclut avec les Panumbahan de Simpang et de Matam (céte occi- 
dentale de Bornéo) des traités par lesquels ces Princes s’engagérent 4 réprimer 
la piraterie le long des cétes. 

A peu prés a la méme époque, le “Dolphyn,” schooner de la Marine Royale 
Neéerlandaise, fit une croisi¢re dans les eaux de Linga, qui valut aux Lieutenans 
de Marine L. F. Van Hoogenhuize et E. H. Boom, des témoignages de satisfac- 
tion de la part du Gouvernement. 

En Septembre, 2 prahous de pirates se montrérent dans le voisinage de 
Pe de Bawéan. Les corsaires jetérent l’ancre devant la dessa de Dipanga; 
mais ils s’éloignérent bientét, aprés avoir échangé quelques coups de lilla avec 
les habitans du village. 


' © C’est encore de ce nom que les habitans de 1’Archipel Indien qualifient le Gouvernement 
Néerlandais, quoique la Compagnie des Indes n’existe déja plus depuis bientét un demi-sidcle. 
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Huit grands prahous (probablement de Tobello) donnérent la chasse a un 
batiment de Soemanap, qui faisait route pour Bali, 4 la hauteur du Cap Sendang 
(résidence de Bezoeki) ; un vent favorable permit au batiment d’échapper. 

Peu de temps auparavant, deux bitimens marchands indigénes allant de 
Boeton 4a Solor, furent poursuivis, dans les environs d’Adenara, par 5 prahous 
de pirates, qui s’étaient embusqués derriére l’ile inhabitée de Batoetara ou Bata-a. 
L’un des batimens tomba entre les mains des pirates, qui chargérent dang 
leurs batimens toutes les marchandises et. emmenérent prisonniéres les 20 per- 
sonnes qui, outre le commandant, composaient I’équipage. Le batiment aban- 
donné a la merci des vagues, vint échouer 4 quelque temps de 1a sur le rivage 
prés de Boleng (Ile de Solor). Les autres batimens, malgré une longue. pour- 
suite, échappérent aux bandits. 

“Il y eut bien encore quelques pirateries commises dans le courant de l’année 
1845, mais elles n’offrirent aucune particularité remarquable ; et ainsi nous pou- 
vons passer au résumé pour les années 1841—1845. 

1. Une expédition sous les ordres du Capitaine-Lieutenant Coertzen fut diri- 
gée a Vest de Java, au sud des Moluques et dans les parages de Célébes: 36 
prahous furent détruits en cette occasion, 40 piéces de canon conquises et 
deux repaires de pirates réduits en cendres.—Le pyroscaphe le “ Phonix” 
détruisit prés de Madura 6 bitimens de pirates venus dela céte sud-est de 
Bornéo.—Une expédition commandée par le Lieutenant J. W. Frucht fut 
envoyée sur la cdéte orientale de Sumatra dans Ie Jambi. 59 hommes, 
prisonniers des pirates et pour la plupart sujets du Gouvernement Anglais-Indien, 
recouvrérent leur liberté, et les autorités de Calcutta et de Singapore en 
témoignérent leur reconnaisance—8 prahous-pirates furent détruits dans les 
eaux de Mangkasscr, par une expédition sous les ordres du Capitaine-Lieutenant 
*t Hooft.—Il parait que la piraterie trouvait protection auprés de quelques chefs 
de Linga. On fit des représentations au Sultan, qui livra les coupables ainsi 
que 10 chefs fameux.—De temps a autre les pirates se montrérent dans les 
Détroits de Banka et de la Sonde: on regardait ces brigands comme originaires 
des Iles de Linga. 

2. Le Gouvernement conclut des traités avec les Sultans de Simpang et de 
Matam sur la céte occidentale de Bornéo, avec ceux de Passir et de Koetei sur 
la céte orientale, et avec quelques autres petits Princes de la partie septentrio- 
nale de la méme ile, enfin avec les chefs de|’Ile de Sandal. Le Gouvernement 
de l’Inde recut ’ordre de stipuler positivement, dans tout traité avec les Princes 
indigénes, la répression de la piraterie. 

3. Le Gouvernement Espagnol des Iles Philippines parut disposé a faire 
une expédition pour détruire les repaires des pirates dans les Des de Soeloe. 


Conclusion. 


Nous ne croirions pas notre tiche terminée, si en finissant nous ne disions 
quelques mots d’un article remarquable inséré dans le “Journal des Indes- 
Orientales.*” Cet article, dai 4 la plume du Lieutenant de la Marine- Royale 
F. A. A. Gregory, offre un excellent apergu des travaux entrepris par les 
Frangais, les Anglais, et les Espagnols, surtout pendant les années 1843 a 1845, 
pour réprimer la piraterie dans l’Archipel de Soeloe et dans cette partie de 
Bornéo qui appartient 4 Brauni (Bornéo Proper) ou qui reléve du Sultan des 
Tes de Soeloe. II résulte de ces recherches de M. Grégory : 

1. Que les opérations des Anglais sur la céte nord-ouest de Bornéo ont 


eu essentiellement pour but de réprimer les pirateries dans cet endroit, d’y 


nouer des relations commerciales avec les indigenes, de soumettre ces derniers, 
d’étendre peu a peu leurs relations, enfin d’y former une véritable colonie ; 

2. Que les Francais ont pour but de s’emparer de lle de Basilan, et, 
qu’aprés y étre parvenus, ils chercheront 4 s’étendre dans lArchipel de Soeloe; 

3. Qu’il ne faut pas s’attendre a voir le Gouvernement Espagnol déployer 
la puissance et la persévérance nécessaires pour la répression des pirateries qui 
se commettent dans ces mers. 

Nous ne pouvons nous empécher de remarquer ici que, si la Marine 


* « Tijdschrift voor Néerland’s-Indié,” année 7, tome ii. Cet article se trouve aussi dans le tome 
vi. des “ Verhandelingen en berigten betrekkelijk het Zeewezen en de Zeevaartkunde,” par MM. Tindal 
et Swart. 
12 
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Anglaise a déployé dans les derniers temps plus d’énergie qu’auparavant pour 
la répression des pirates, ce déploiement de forces s’est borné a une portion de 
Bornéo; tandis que c’est 4 la Marine Néerlandaise que revint ’honneur d’avoir, 
presque seule et pendant trente années, tenu les pirates en échec, et protégé la 
navigation de toutes les nations dans ]’Archipel Indien. 

Au moment ot nous terminions ces recherches, il nous est encore tombé 
entre les mains un apercu historique fort intéressant “sur la situation des 
esclaves dans les Indes-Orientales Néerlandaises, par M. G. J. C. S.” Nous 
avons remarqué le passage suivant sur les rapts pratiqués par les pirates, qui 
confirme pleinement ce que nous avons avancé en plusieurs endroits : 

“Partout ot notre pouvoir ne peut atteindre, la Traite des Esclaves est 
encore possible, et la piraterie, exercé dans le but d’enlever des étres humains, 
n’a pas encore cesse. 

.“ Depuis année 1816, le Gouvernement n’a pas cessé un instant d’em- 
ployer tous les moyens qui étaient 4 sa disposition pour réprimer la piraterie. 
Ses efforts n’ont pas été entiérement sans résultats; cependant il est prouvé 
que cette tiche est des plus difficiles, et qu’elle ne peut étre achevée entidre- 
ment par des moyens violens. 

“Dans tous les contrats passés avec les Princes et chefs indigénes, et 
notamment avec ceux de Linga, Riouw, Bornéo, &c., sous le Gouvernement 
desquels se trouvent la plupart de cette espéce de bitimens de commerce et 
de ces commercants qui s’occupent de ce qu’ils appellent “ chercher fortune,” 
il a toujours été stipulé que le Gouvernement de l'Inde était décidé a réprimer 
la piraterie et a chatier avec la plus grande sévérité ceux qui s’y livreraient, 
fit-ce méme les sujets de ses alliés ; et, de leur cété, ces Princes se sont toujours 
engagés a observer les mémes mesures de répression. Mais ces engagements 
tendant a réprimer une habitude innée, pour ainsi dire, chez le Malais, et qui 
est devenue son occupation favorite, n’ont été que trop souvent négligés. 

“Tl est dans la nature du Malais de courir les mers dans son prahou, comme 
dans celle de PArabe d’errer sur son coursier dans les sables du désert. I] est 
aussi impossible de retenir )’Arabe dans un village et dans unc habitation, qu’il 
a été difficile jusqu’ici de borner la vie aventureuse du Malais 4 la péche ou au 
commerce. 

“ Le but ou le prétexte de son voyage est bien réellement d’aller 4 la péche ; 
il essaie méme de s’y livrer; mais cette occupation ne doit pas lui codter trop 
de peine. Svil n’y trouve pas un gain prompt et facile, il saura bientét comment 
chercher fortune (tjari ontong; ce sont ses expressions); c’est-a-dire, que le 
premier prahou qu’il rencontre, et qui lui parait plus faible que le sien, il Pattaque 
ouvertement ou cherche 4 s’en emparer par trahison. Une fois le batiment 
capturé, il conduit l’équipage et les marchandises dans quelque endroit ot il 
sait que le bras du Gouvernement ne viendra pas l’atteindre, et qu’il pourra 
échanger ou vendre son butin, sans avoir & rendre compte de la maniére dont il 
en est devenu propri¢taire. 

“Si Pon veut parvenir a extirper la piraterie, il faudra, bien longtemps 
encore, avoir recours aux mesures de protection en faveur des faibles et de sévére 
répression contre les coupables. Ce sera l’ceuvre de la civilisation, alors que le 
pirate Malais, qui, certes, n’exerce pas son métier sans danger ni peine, instruit 
par l’expérience, comprendra, qu’avec moins de danger et bien moins de peine 
il peut se procurer, par un travail honorable, les objets dont il a besoin, quwil 
achéte aujourd’hui par le crime et au péril méme de sa vie. 

* Tandis que, d’une part, les efforts du Gouvernement tendent vers un pareil 
résultat, de l’autre il ne néglige aucune mesure énergique propre 4 réprimer la 
piraterie. 

“ Les journaux ont, a plusieurs reprises, annoncé le succés de nos expédi- 
tions. Les feuilles Anglaises elles-mémes ont plus d’une fois rendu hommage 
au zéle et aux mesures efficaces du Gouvernement Néerlandais pour réprimer 
la piraterie dans ]’Archipel Indien; et la comparaison qui a été faite (dans le 
temps) par ces journaux, entre les efforts tentés dans ce but par le Gouverne- 
ment Britannique, et ceux tentés par notre Gouvernement, a été bien au désa- 
vantage de l|’Angleterre. 

“ Mais, comme nous l’avons déja dit, la piraterie a jeté de trop profondes 
racines dans les mceurs des habitans de |’Archipel Indien, pour que la puissance 
et la. bonne volonté du Gouvernement Néerlandais suffisent pour lextirper 
entiérement. La force du temps est celle qui agira avec le plus d’efficacité.” 
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On n’a qu’a consulter les mémoires de Sir Stamford Raffles pour se con- 
vaincre de ce que ces observations ont de juste et de vrai. 

Nous ne saurions mieux terminer cet article que par les paroles significa- 
tives de la représentation nationale : 

“Le succés des mesures prises dans |’Archipel Indien dans le but de 
réprimer la piraterie contribuera, indubitablement, 4 faire estimer de plus en 
plus le nom Néerlandais auprés des nations commergantes.” (Réponse des 
Etats-Généraux au Discours de la Couronne, 28 Octobre, 1844.) 


(Translation.) 


HISTORICAL NOTICES upon the Piracies committed in the East Indian 
Archipelago, and upon the Measures taken for suppressing them, by the 
Government of the Netherlands, within the last 30 years. 


By 
Jur. J. P. Corners pz Groot, 
Secretary-General to the Minister for the Colonies. 
1846. 


; INTRODUCTION. 

‘CExtracts.) 

: IT is admitted that it would be absurd to expect that the Government 
‘should extirpate at once, and as if by enchantment, an evil so general and so 
deeply rooted as piracy; but by expressing the wish that the remedies applied 
should be proportioned to the extent of this evil, it is apparently insinuated that 
the. Government of. the Netherlands ought to do more than it has hitherto 
done.* 

Particular attention has for some time been directed to this subject. The 
‘newspapers, both of the Netherlands and of England, have filled their columns 
‘with it; the former, in order to make known the measures taken by the Govern- 
ment; the latter to reproach it with not having fulfilled the duties incumbent 
upon it, excepting upon some few occasions when they praise it for its activity. 
The subject attracted still more and more attention in proportion as the interest 
in our foreign possessions was more awakened, and became stronger under the 
influence of particular circumstances. The historical notices which we present 
to the public, and which embrace a period of thirty years, will prove in a manner 
‘the most evident, and even to the minutest details, with what solicitude the 
Government has always combatted this odious barbarity. 

The numerous tribes which are guilty of it, generally appear to be engaged 
in fishing. Afloat, for the greatest part of the year, it is at certain periods only 
that they repair to a rendezvous agreed upon, invariably for the purpose of pre- 
paring fresh enterprises. ‘hese piratical tribes are scattered along the southern 
and eastern shore of the Island of Sumatra, in the Linga Isles, upon the coasts 
of Borneo, of Celebes, and of some of the Moluccas and Philippines ; and there 
even exist in the Strait of Sunda, between the Bay of Batavia and Banka 
Straits, as well as along the coast of Java, a multitude of islets which serve as 
places of refuge for the pirates, who, in the Malay tongue, are called Badjak. 
Their boats or prahus (praauwen) are known under the names of Penjajap, 
Kakap, Balloor, and Binta. The crew generally consists of from 40 to 60 
men, armed with small cannons, or lilla, pikes, and sabres (kléwang). These 
boats are most often found assembled, to the number of 6 or 8; sometimes to 
as many as 20 or 30; and, upon very extraordinary occasions, the num- 
ber has reached 100. By the combined action of sails and oars, they pursue 
their prey, or escape from the danger with which they are threatened. In gene- 
ral, they oppose a vigorous resistance ; but when their inferiority is too decided, 
they flee towards their well-known retreats, in the islets or creeks where it is 
impossible to follow them. With the view of carrying off-men, they have been 
seen, more than once, to make descents upon the coasts, and there surprise the 
peaceful husbandman. 

* See the “ Bijdragen tot de kennis der Nederlandsche en Vreemde kolonién bijzonder betrek- 


kelijk de vrijlating der slaven.” (Notices upon the Colonies of the Netherlands and of other countries, 
especially with relation to the emancipation of slaves.) Utrecht, 1846, p. 113. 
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The Abrégé de Géographie de P Inde Neéerlandaise published by the Societé 
de l’Utilité Publique in 1843, gives a very exact description of these piracies. 
“<Islets,’’ we translate literally, ‘‘ rendered almost inapproachable by the hidden 
rocks with which they are surrounded, serve as places of retreat to the pirates. 
From the midst of these rocks they dart unexpectedly, with their prahus full of 
men, not only on the ships of the natives of the country, but even upon those of 
Europeans, availing themselves of calms, contrary winds, or the insufficiency of 
the crews, in order to satiate their audacious rapacity. 

‘Should they fear not being able to sell for money the crew they have 
made prisoners, or of being overtaken in their flight, they then massacre, without 
pity, every soul they have taken, even the women and children. It is not unfre- 
quent to see them exercise the same cruelty upon a crew which have valiantly 
defended themselves against their attacks. Sometimes they permit one of the 
prisoners, or the principal one among them, to redeem himself; and in this case 
will risk going even into the neighbourhood of the place where the ransom is to 
be found: it is also one of the prisoners who is entrusted to fetch it. The im- 
mense number of their retreats renders the extirpation of the pirates almost 
impossible.” 

This calamity of the Indian Archipelago is of long date; and it is so much 
the more difficult to remedy, inasmuch as the piracy formerly exercised by the 
nobles and the princes themselves is still in the present day secretly permitted 
and encouraged by them ; at any rate, whether from want of inclination, or of 
power, they oppose it but very feebly. Thus we read in a History of the Malay 
Empire (previously to the arrival of the Portuguese in these regions), “that 
towards the close of the 15th century, under the reign of the Sultan Mantsoer 
Sjah, the coasts of Malacca were harassed by the pirates of the Cclebes, and 
that Kraing Samerloek, son of the Prince of Badoeloen, was at the head of 
them.* 

Some of these pirates even come from countries the inhabitants of which 
cannot properly be said to be subjected to the authority of any particular chief or 
prince. Thus the inhabitants of Papoe-Onie and of Amalas (New Guinea), to 
the east of Ceram-laut, are accustomed to equip annually 100 or 120 of their 
pouue and proceed sometimes to a very considerable distance from their abode. 

ese Papoes use no other weapons than bows and arrows, and lances. It is ° 
asserted that they devour their prisoners.} 

The pirates of Magindano or Illanoun, one of the Philippine Isles, commonly 
called Magindanais and Lanounais, incessantly annoy the Isle of Bintang, and the 
islands in the vicinity of the latitude of Linga, as well as those situated between 
Borneo and the Peninsula of Malacca; namely, Poeloe Auwer, Siantan, Boen- 
goeran, Poeloe Tingi, Poeloe Laut, and Tammelan. In the middle of the month 
of April they generally quit their retreats, and proceed along the eastern and 
western coasts of Borneo, on the side of the Banka and Billiton Strait, where 
they arrive about the commencement of May. Their fleet is separated into small 
‘divisions, which hasten to commit their depredations upon the eastern coast of 
Sumatra, as far as Réteh, in the waters of Linga and Bintang, and amid the 
groups of islets which reach as far as Cape Romania. Towards the month of 
June the pirates generally unite together at Poeloe Tiugi, where they seize many 
of the vessels belonging to Pahang, Trenganoe, Kembodja, and Kelambang, in 
the Peninsula of Malacca. In September and October they quit these latitudes, 
in order to retire to their haunts. During their return, they still find time 
enough for plundering the coasts of the Isles of Siantan, Poeloe Laut, and 
Tammelan. 

The largest kind of prahus are defended by double nettings, and have from 
50 to 80 men on board. They have two rows of oars, each of 30, and are armed 
at the head with 2 powerful guns, of from 6 to 8, besides 6 or 8 lilla or 
swivels.{ ; 

Amongst the most formidable and notorious pirates must be also reckoned, 
besides those of Magindano, those generally known undcr the name of Tobellorais 

* See the “ Tijdschrift voor Neérland’s Indié” (East India Journal), 6th year, vol. III. 

+ Sce D. H. Koiff's “ Reize door den weinig bekenden zuidelijk Molukschen archipel en langs 
de gehcel onbekende zuidwest kust van Nicuw-Guinea in de jaren 1825 en 1826.” (Voyage to the 
southern part of the Molucca Archipelago, and along the entirely unknown south-west coast of New 
Guinea, during the years 1825 and 1826.) Amsterdam, 1827, p. 322. 

$ For details of Magindano and its Piracies, see P. P. Roorda van Eysinga, “ Handboek der 
taal-, land- en volkenkunde van Nederl. Indié.” Amsterdam, 1841, p. 283. 
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(Tobellorezen), dispersed about the Molucca Archipelago, and in the Bay of Tolo, 
upon the eastern coast of Celebes, and next to these, the pirates of Borneo and 
Linga. 
As far back as the time of the old East India Company, measures had often 
been taken to suppress piracy in the Indian Seas. From the year 1705 the number 
of the crew and of the passengers was fixed for every native vessel. A vessel of 
30 tons was allowed 14 sailors, and a ship of 60 tons, 40; the first might carry 
11 passengers, and the second 15, if it came from Mangkasser; 15 and 30 
respectively, if itcame from Mandhar; 11 and 15 from Sumbawa, Bima, Boeton, 
and the coast of Malacca; 25 and 45 from Bali; and only 9 and 13 from Borneo ; 
all other vessels in like proportion. It appears from a Decree of the 29th July, 
1708, that some pirates had been delivered up to the Sultan of Bantam for 
punishment. From another Decree of the 8th of February, 1726, that the 
Company had in their custody some pirates coming from the latitudes of Timor, 
and that the Constable Claas Van Cleef, on board a gun-boat manned by 6 sailors 
of Solor, had been attacked by 6 corsair vessels of Macassar, and compelled 
to take flight. The Decree of the 19th April, 1715, makes mention also of 
3 cruizing vessels belonging to the Company, so that there were already some. 
These vessels, supported by others, armed at the cost of the Princes of Cheribon, 
attacked 17 corsairs upon the coast of Java. One of the largest corsairs was 
so surrounded, that all chance of escape was impossible. The pirates set it on 
fire, and-drove out to sea. They defended themselves so valiantly with their 
crids and sabres, that the greater part preferred being massacred. Only 16 
surrendered themselves prisoners. 

In order to prove that the islands of the Strait of Sunda and the neigh- 
bouring coasts were infested by pirates, it will be sufficient to recollect that 
the gourabe called the “Lion de Mer” (de Zeeleeuw), manned by 24 men, 
and cruizing in November 1769 in the Bay of Lampong, met a corsair prahu of 
Mandhar, manned with 48 pirates, who immediately boarded her, and massacred 
the whole of the crew*. 

The Decree of the 25th February, 1755, renewed the measures taken by 
that of 1705 with respect to the number of sailors and passengers who might be 
on board native vessels ; in addition to which, the Indian Princes who were in 
relation with the East India Company had to provide their ships with suitable 
passports, declaring the size of the vessel, the number of guns and crew. The 
passengers themselves were to be subjected to control, so that their departure 
and arrival should be duly registered. The arms on board were to be inspected, 
in conformity with the contents of the passport. Lastly, it was decided, that 
for the more effective protection of vessels against pirates, there should hence- 
forth be substituted in the place of the cruizers under the form of Venetian 
galleys, which had been recommended, vessels capable of making way either by 
sails or oars, known by the name of thousand feet (duizend beenen), the crews of 
which should consist of 6 Europeans and the remainder natives. 

It afterwards appears from the Decree of the 4th November, 1760, that a 
cruising station had been established opposite the River Jambi (Sumatra), in 
order to prevent the pirates from establishing themselves there. From the 
Decree of the 26th March, and that of the 20th August, 1760, that the Sultan of 
Bantam had been severely reprimanded for the communications which he had 
kept up with the pirates ; and had been warned to do his best to suppress these 
depredations, and to forbid his subjects buying prisoners of the pirates. The 
Decree of 18th June, 1773, states that it had been notified to the Sultans of 
Johor and Pahang: ‘‘ Dat vermits gebleken was dat zij het zijn, die de zeeroovers 
ondersteunen, en in den buit deelen, zij, door vernietiging van alle vaartuigen 
en het stellen uit hunne dienst van al die dieven en moordenaars welke zij dus 
ver gebezigd hadden, ten eerste alle zeerovverijen die langs de kust van Java en 
elders door dat gespuis zijn ondernomen, zullen moeten doen opponden, nadien 
men anders vast besloten had met eene genoegzame macht de rijken van Johor en 
Pahang in te dringen en door vuur en zwaard alles te vernielen wat men oordeelen 
zal tot de bereiking van het oogmerk in deze te zullen strekken (that, since 
it was evident that they are the parties who support the pirates and share their 
booty, they must first of all put an end to all the piratical enterprises undertaken 


* “ Beknopte beschrijving der Oost Indische Etablissementen.” (A brief description of the 
East India Establishments.) By Arij Huijsers, 1792, p. 133. 
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by these robbers along the coasts of Java or elsewhere, either by themselves 
destroying all the corsairs, or by dismissing from their service all those infamous 
thieves whom they have hitherto employed; that if this demand was not 
complied with, the firm resolution had been taken, to penetrate with a compe- 
tent force into the territories of Johor and Pahang, and to destroy by fire and 
sword all that might be considered necessary to be so destroyed, in order to 
accomplish the object proposed).” It appears, however, by a subsequent Decree 
of the 10th May, 1774, that the Sultan of Johor had succeeded in exculpating 
. himself completely from the accusations which had been preferred against him 
Gurek op de aller aannemelijkste wijze had gepurgeerd). 

It was ordered by the edict of the 16th May, 1806, that not only no pass- 
port should be granted to the captains, masters or owners of Penjajaps, Kakaps, 
or Balloors, nor to vessels of a like build; but also that as often as they should 
make their appearance in any roadstead, port or bay in which the Company had an 
establishment, they should be seized as ships belonging to pirates, notwith- 
standing their being furnished with the passports of any native Prince or 
Chieftain. In the political or commercial treaties concluded with native Sove- 
reigns, one of the conditions was, that they should contribute by every means in 
their power to carry out the measures adopted against piracy; and even in the 
time of the Company, a colonial marine was established, which had, more than 
once inflicted severe losses upon the pirates. A merchant-vessel was one day 
attacked by 40 prahus in the Strait of Banka. Two inhabitants of Soemanap, 
in the Island of Madura, named Phefferkorn and Wensing, were on board this 
vessel, and perceiving no chance either of resisting the pirates or of escaping 
from them, permitted them to come on board in great numbers, and then blew up the 
vessel;* such was the fear which the pirates then created, that death was pre- 
ferable to falling in their hands. M. Von Bronkhorst, then residing at Soemanap, 
caused a2 monument to be raised to perpetuate the memory of such rare 
intrepidity. 

The war cruizer (pantjallang) “De Vrede,” commanded by Lieutenant C. 
Beckman, was attacked, in May 1807, in the Roadstead of Indramayoe, by 
7 corsair vessels, each carrying about 100 men. After some resistance, the 
greatest part of the crew abandoned the ship in order to gain the neighbouring. 
shore in the long-boat. Beckman and his lieutenant, J. Stokbroo, leaped into 
the sea, the moment the pirates boarded. The former was drowned, but Stokbroo 
fell into the hands of the pirates, who shaved his head, stripped him of his 
clothes, and carried him with them to the Lampongs, where he had to undergo 
every kind of ill treatment, and was even threatened with death. 

We must not omit to mention here, that the old East India Company 
established itself upon many points of the Archipelago, for the purpose of 
suppressing piracy, and that in our own time this laudable example has been also 
followed. We will quote upon this subject the words themselves of a foreign 
writer: ‘The Government of the Netherlands not being in the possession, as 
formerly, of spice plantations at Ternate and elsewhere, political reasons alone 
could induce it to maintain its authority there; and its sole object is to protect 
commerce in those latitudes against piracy. ‘The salaries of clerks, the pay of 
the soldiery, the pecuniary assistance furnished to the Sultan, and the keeping 
in repair of the Government buildings, absorb sums exceeding the revenue 
derived from the whole of that group of islands. We therefore sce something 
noble and grand in the perseverance with which the Government, in spite of 
considerable expences, maintains its authority in that country, in order to sup- 
press the barbarity of the inhabitants of Magindano, and to strike terror into 
those bold pirates. For if they did not meet with any check in the waters of 
the Moluccas, not only Celebes, but even Amboyna and Banda would be exposed 
to their devastations. But for the energetic efforts of the Indian Government, 
they would become objects of alarm in the Molucca Isles, and still further along 
the western coast of Borneo, at Java, Madura, Sumatra, Banka, Riouw, &c., 
much further indced than they are at present or can be for the future.t 


” 


* See “de Oosterling,” t. II, p. 115, and the work above quoted, ‘“ Handleiding tot de aardrijks- 
kunde van Nederlandsch Indié.”  (Abridgment of the Geography of Netherland India.) _P. 77. 

t “ Berigt omtrent Indie gedurende een tienjarig verblijf aldaar.” (Details upon India, collected 
during a residence of ten years in those countries.) By E. H. Réttger, missionary. Translated 
from the German. Deventer, 1846, p. 122. 
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During the three years that the Administration of Governor-General 
Daendels lasted, 1603-1811, the most unremitting efforts were made to oppose 
the pirates, and to protect maritime commerce, by continuing to pursue the 
measures taken by the East India Company as far as existing circumstances 
would permit. In 1810 a flotilla of 40 armed prahus had been equipped with 
the special object of protecting the coasts of Java. At the beginning of that 


year an English brig, ‘‘ The Ply,” Captain Kemmel, received in the latitude of - 


Soemanap the visit of some natives, who had boarded him under pretext of 


_ trading, and who, after having murdered the commander and the pilot, made -. 


themselves masters of the vessel. 

In his edict of the 22nd August, 1810, the Governor-General Daendels 
settled the form of oath to be taken by the new Sultan of Bantam. The 
Prince promised that he would not tolerate any pirate, and that if any pirates 
fell into his hands he would inflict upon them an exemplary punishment, or 
would apply for the assistance of the Government against them. 

Governor-General Janssens, by his Decree of 6th June, 1811, awarded a 
portion of the prizes and booty taken from pirates. With respect to piracies and 
to those who were guilty of them, or mere accomplices, as well also with respect to 
all depredation, pillage or theft committed upon the ship or cargo in open sea, 
the high courts of justice, as well as the inferior ones, were to pronounce their 
judgment, after the necessary inquiries, conforming themselves to the Law of 
Nations and to the political law generally received in Europe, and particularly 
in the French Empire, without, however, departing from the laws and usages 
established in the colony. 

During the English administration at Java, the coast of that island was 
more than ever infested with pirates. In March 1812, they were sharply 
.attacked by the English war schooner ‘“ Wellington,’ Captain Cromey, 
supported by 2 gun-boats and by 6 armed native vessels. The largest of the 
corsair prahus did not hesitate to place itself alongside the ‘‘ Wellington,” which 
with difficulty escaped boarding, and had 5 of its crew wounded. In the month 
of May following the pirates maintained a fight against the armed long-boats 
of the English man-of-war ‘ Modest.” Numbers of pirates frequented the 
waters of the Isles of Kangean, and even effected landings there. The ‘“ Coro- 
mandel” having run aground upon the coast of Borneo, was taken and burnt by 
the pirates. The ‘Matilda’? saw elsewhere 17 large corsair prahus; and the 
“ Helen” encountered in the Banka Strait a vessel the crew of which contained 
about 80 pirates; the latter attempted to board, but a well-supported dis- 
charge of grape-shot made them sheer off. The “ Nautilus,’ coming from 
Macassar in May 1813, brought the news that a young Englishman, Thomas 
Brooks, was at Koetei (Borneo). Two years before he had survived the pillage 
of his ship, and the Sultan had patronized him. 3 Europeans, 2 Chinese and 5 
Bengalese, who formed part of the crew, had been massacred, and the rest sold 
for slaves. The following year, April 1814, Captain Hall, commander of the 
cruizer ‘ Antelope,” announced that he had seen 80 corsair vessels from 
Linga in the Strait of Banka, and that he had given them chase with the 
assistance of some armed gun-boats. 

From what has just been said, it follows that the English Government 
has been in general satisfied with attacking the pirates in the open sea. At 
least we have found no traces of any other means having been adopted during 
the period which clapsed between 1811 and 1816. : 


First Part. 1816—1829. 


Holland having recovered its possessions in the East Indies in 1816, it was 
expressly provided by the 26th Article of Government Regulation, introduced in 
1818, that the Governor-General should defend the persons and property of the 
colonists against the piracies of some native Princes and tribes (‘ dat.de Gouver- 
neur-Generaal zou zorgen voor het beveiligen van der Ingezetenen persoon en 
goederen tegen de zeerooverijen van sommige inlandsche vorsten en volken”). 

One of the first acts of the Government of the Nctherlands, after its restor- 
ation, was to improve the colonial marine, and to place it in a fit condition for 
effectively protecting commerce. Fixed cruizing stations were assigned to the 
vessels of this marine. 

By means of information fprepce to it by persons appointed for that 


1818 
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1818 purpose, the Government son found itself enabled to form a more correct judg- 
ment upon the nature and extent of piracy, and upon the means which would 
most conduce to put an end to this fatal scourge of the colonies. 

Upon this subject there is extant a report drawn up by the Councillor of 
the Indies, M. H. W. Muntinghe, at that time Commissioner at Palembang and 

‘ Banka. The various and extensive acquirements, as well as the experience of 

- the author, favourably known in other respects, add still more to the importance 
of this document; we cannot, therefore, do better than insert in this place the 
greatest part of it. It is dated from Muntok, the capital of the Island of Banka, 
25th May, 1818, and addressed to the Governor-General, the Baron Van der 
Capellen. The author therein describes, iu a manner which leaves very little 
to be added, the state of affairs at his time, as far as regards the piracies 
committed by the inhabitants of Linga, Riouw, the eastern coast of Sumatra, 
Biliton, Carimata, and the western coast of Borneo. 

“Since it has pleased your Excellency to cause me to remark, more than 
once, to what a degree the misdeeds of the pirates had aroused your attention, I 
have sedulously employed myself, since my arrival here, in procuring the most 
detailed information as to the strength of the population, the power, if I may 
be permitted so to express myself, the real seat of the pirates, their places of 
retreat, and their means of subsistence, independently of piracy. 

“ The following are the most complete and exact particulars that I have been 
able to procure upon this subject. I have been furnished with them by a native, 
named Radja Akil. From him I learn that, with respect to Linga and Riouw, the 
tribes of that territory who follow piracy do not in reality inhabit the islands 
of that name, but are, without distinction, established in that multitude of islets 
which compose the Archipelago situated around Linga and Riouw, and between 
those two islands; that, however, the supreme authority over these populations 
is in the hands of the Sultan of Linga. The immediate direction or command of 
all the Linganese pirates would belong, saving and excepting the suzeraineté of 
the Sultan of that island, in the first place, to the self-styled Orang Kaija Linga, 
two brothers, the one named Datoe Moeda, and the other Datoe Panghoeloe, 
both of whom are established in the little Poeloe Mapar, or Mapauw, towards the 
south-west point of Linga; and in the second place, to another subaltern chief, 
named Ongko Tomongong, who resides in the litte isle of Poeho2 Boeaya, also 
called Poeloe Lima. 

“The self-styled Orang Kaija Linga would have under their direction three 
places of rendezvous or of residence for the pirates, Sakanah, Barok, and 
Banahoong, forming together a disposable force of 400 men and 18 ships. 
On the other hand, Ongko Tomongong would reckon under his authority seven 
places of rendezvous, viz, Galang, Timian, Poeloe Boyaya, Slat (Strait of), 
Singa Poera, Soeghi, Pakako and Bollang, offering altogether a disposable force 
of about 1200 men and of 48 ships. 

“These Linganese pirates do not cultivate the soil of the islets or rocks 
which they inhabit ; neither rice-fields nor aspen trees (trembles) are seen there. 
They live upon fish, but more especially upon sago, which they prefer to rice, 
and which they find in abundance in the large Island of Linga, buying it or 
exchanging it for other objects. When they set out upon any expedition, 
the custom is that their immediate chiefs, the Orang Kaija Linga, and Ongko 
Tomongong, supplied to them in advance, provisions, arms, and all that is necessary 
for the rigging of their vessels; but upon the return of the pirates, they are 
repaid for such advances with a profit of 100 per cent., or at least they fix a 
price upon the articles 100 per cent. above their real value. Besides this, the 
pirates give up to the Sultan of Linga all the European artillery which 
they have seized, and perhaps, also, other valuable effects. “Chey must also let 
him have at the lowest price all the goods of which they cannot make use. The 
Sultan afterwards sells these articles at a considerable profit, to the Chinese 
junks and other ships which come to trade at Linga. Should the pirates have 
been prevented by any circumstance from making their annual rounds, they 
occupy themsclves, as they also do after their return from their cxpedi- 
tions, solely with fishing for tripang and agar-agar, which abound in those 
latitudes, and which they go in quest of as far as the coasts of Biliton and 
Banka. They are obliged to sell all the produce of their fishing to the Sultan 
of Linga at a low price, and the small sum they derive from it serves to procure 
them sago. These Linganese pirates are accustomed to undertake annually an 
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expedition, the route of which is well: known, and appears to be so calculated 
that they may always have the advantage of the winds and currents: they set 
off towards the end of the western monsoon, or even during the months of 
December and January. They at first proceed through the Strait of Sunda, 
towards the southern coast of Java, and remain there until the arrival of the 
eastern monsoon. Then passing through some of the straits to the east of 
Java, they sail along the eastern and northern coast of that island which they 
continue to infest until the commencement of the month of May. Arrived at 
the furthest extent of their first route, they return in the direction of their 
places of retreat, still pillaging as they pass along the coasts of Banka and. 
Palembang. If they succeed in making any important prize, they immediately 
retire ; but if, on the contrary, as frequently happens, their cruize has been an 
unproductive one, they continue to infest these coasts until the end of the 
eastern monsoon, a time at which they infallibly return to the place of their 
abode, whether with or without booty. 

“ With respect to Rété, situated upon the coast of Sumatra, between the 
mouths of the Djambi and Indragiri Rivers, the information furnished to me by 
Radja Akilis as follows. The pirates of Rété are of arace wholly distinct from and 
unconnected by any alliance or any relations whatever with the two countries 
between which Reté is situated: according to Radja Akil, these pirates must 
' have descended from the famous pirates called Lanouns or Illanouns, which 
inhabit Mindanao. The first cause of their emigration was the war which 
the East India Company undertook some years ago against the Sultan 
of Linga. Machmoed, at that time Sultan, had called to his aid the Illanouns 
of Mindanao; and it was to the forces which they sent him that Rété owes its 
origin. Radja Akil asserts that this race of Rété is as formidable and dan- 
gerous as that of the Lanouns themselves; they know no other mode of 
subsistence than that of piracy. The rest of the population belonging to the 
places which they inhabit, is composed of some natives and some prisoners, 
whom they treat as slaves. The united forces of Rété may amount to 1000 
men capable of bearing arms. Their ships to the number of 10 or 12, each of 
from 8 to 10 koyangs (16 to 20 tons), have a crew of from 50 to 80 men, and 
each carries a cannon of large calibre, and two others of smaller bore. The 
Lanouns of Rété make also every year an expedition, almost always in the 
same latitudes. According to the information I have procured, they are accus- 
tomed to put to sea as soon as the violent hurricanes of the western monsoon 
have ceased, and the weather becomes calmer. They first direct their course 
towards the Lampongs, and there stop for some time. I will take the liberty 
of recalling, for a moment, to your Excellency’s attention (for I recollect 
having seen a report of the Resident at Bantam, M. de Bruin, upon this sub- 
ject), that the sojourning of the pirates with the Raden Intang,* may be 
explained by the circumstance of family ties. From the Lampongs they proceed 
afterwards to the southern coast of Java, and apply themselves especially to 
carrying off the inhabitants settled along that coast, and to the gathering of birds’ 
nests of the best kind, which they find upon rocks well known to them. As soon 
as the east winds begin to blow, they make the tour of Java, and commence 
eruizing at the entrance of the Strait of Banka, for the purpose of capturing 
Javanese vessels ; or from time to time, they hazard a descent upon Banka, the 
result of which is always to thin still more the by no means numerous popu- 
lation of that island. It is said that the chief of these Rété pirates bears the 
title of Radja Moeda, the same as that which still distinguishes the son of the 
Sultan of Ilanoun at Mindanao. 

“In the territory of Siak, the usual number of corsairs does not amount 
at most to 40, under the immediate orders of Tongko Long Poeti and of Tongko 
Makamath, both, however, subordinate to Said Ali, who has at present the 
command in those latitudes. Nevertheless, when this Said Ali leads the expe- 
dition in person, the number of ships may be increased to as many as 80. Each 
ship is of 4 or 6 koyangs, and caries a crew of from 20 to 30 men, 2 pieces of 
artillery of from 6 to 8, and 4 lillas. 

“ Tt is usually in the vicinity of Salangoor that the pirates of Siak go to 
commit their depredations. ‘They reach that part towards the month of June, in 
the season of the eastern monsoon, and remain there until they have made some 


* In the period of 1830-1835 we shall give some particulars resyecting this Prince, the great 
protector of pirates. 
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prize; in the contrary case, their return does not take place until the end of the 
eastern monsoon, and hence it does not appear that the Siak pirates come to 
molest the Java seas. 

If Radja Akil is to be credited, the Isle of Bliton, or Biliton, has produced 
pirates of two distinct races, the one formerly established in the district of 
Marawang (Island of Banka), known under the name of Orang Sekat, and the 


. Other descended from a family called Soekoe Djoeroe, formerly subject to the 


Sultan of Djohor. These two bands of pirates live habitually on the water, in 
small prahus covered over with mats, each of which serves as the habitation 
of an entire family. They never set foot on shore in order to occupy themselves 
with agriculture or any other useful or lawful branch of industry ; thus they com- 
pose an entirely distinct class from the real inhabitants of the Island of Biliton. 
They possess prahus of two kinds ; for those which they man for their expeditions 
are quite different from those in which they usually reside. The places where 
the small prahus so assembled generally remain stationary are three in number, 
viz.: Tjeroetoe, Blantoe, and Siajok, all in the Island of Biliton. The number 
of piratical ships belonging to the family of Soekoe Djoeroe scarcely ever exceeds 
50 small prahus, serving as habitations, and 4 corsair prahus, distributed in the 
three places I have just mentioned. The family of Orang Sekat possesses at 
Tjeroetoe 80 small dwelling prahus, and 6 corsair prahus: at Blantoe 120 dwelling 
prahus and 10 corsair prahus; lastly, at Siajok 30 small prahus and 2 corsair prahus. 
‘he corsair prahus of Biliton are rarely larger than from 2 to 3 koyangs each, and 
scarcely ever carry more than a couple of swivels and a few pikes. 

‘The small Island of Carimata, in the neighbourhood of Biliton, is said to 
contain about forty families subject to the Prince of Riouw; they possess in 


* common only two corsair ships, each armed with two pieces of cannon. 


This population lives chiefly by fishing for tripang, of which it makes annually 
a stock of about 200 piculs. According to Radja Akil, the Biliton and 


' Carimata pirates visit no other places than the northern coast of Java. At the 


beginning of April, as soon as the eastern monsoon sets in, they commence their 
course along the coast of Java, a course which they renew as often as three 
times during the continuance of the same monsoon. 

“ Lastly, the Sultan of Matam, on the coast of Borneo, equips and maintains 
3 large corsair prahus of 5 or 6 koyangs each, which, after a course towards 
the west coast of Celebes, during the western monsoon, are accustomed to under- 
take, after their return, three expeditions upon the coast of Java, setting off about 
the commencement of June, like the pirates of Biliton and Carimata. 

“I need not remind your Excellency that in this enumeration, in which I have 
included all the information which I have hitherto obtained, no mention has been 
made of the forces of the Sultan of Sambas, Succadana, Borneo, of the Lanouns 
properly so called of Mindanao, nor even of those of the pirates of Sooloo, 
and of the country of the Boegis. - 

“ Although the reduction of the places of retreat which I have just described 
is not sufficient to extirpate the piracy of the East Indian Archipelago, it is not 
the less true that the becoming masters of them would diminish it by one-half; 
and that exactly in the places where the pirates cause the greatest damage to our 
possessions, that is to say, along the coasts of Java, Banka, and Palembang. 
And if I may be allowed to avail myself in this place of the liberty which your 
Excellency has granted me, and to give my opinion upon the subject of this 
expedition, I think that it would be useless to undertake it, unless a force be 
raised sufficient to subject and keep under the yoke all the islands and haunts 
which I have described, with the exception of the State of Siak only. My next 
impression is, that in order to arrive at any good result, the object should be, not 
to destroy and extirpate, but rather to disarm and subdue these tribes: as to 
the pirates of Rété, however, it is difficult to determine their fate beforehand. 

“I shall carefully abstain from giving any advice as to the means of 
execution, at least as far as regards the entire submission of the principal 
points, Linga and Riouw; for I suppose that this submission could scarcely be 
effected without the employment of military force. As to the reduction of 
the naval forces of pirates, I will take the liberty of submitting to your 
Excellency the plan conceived by the same Radja Akil, to whom J am indebted 
for all my information. He recommends the equipment at Java of from 30 to 35 
small vessels of from 5 to 10 koyangs, constructed according to a model cut in wood 
which I shall have the honour of presenting to your Excellency at the first 
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opportunity. Although somewhat stronger, these vessels should be of the sam 
form and move as rapidly as the piratical vessels, and should be able to make way 
as well by sails as by oars. A flotilla so composed, supported by 5 or 6 fast- 
‘sailing gun-boats and by 2 or 3 corvettes or frigates, would suffice, according to 
all appearance, to secure to the Government the accomplishment of its object 
with respect to piracy.” 

The detailed report of M. Muntinghe threw much light upon the nature 
and extent of the evil. It may also be seen by this document with what care. 
the Governor-General, the Baron Van der Capellen, watched over commerce and 
navigation, and over the security and tranquillity of the coasts, desirous as he 
was, by the accomplishment of a sacred duty, to answer the confidence reposed 
in him by his august Sovereign. The Council of the Indies immediately under- 
took, conformably to his orders, the drawing up of a new Treaty with the Sultan 
of Linga, by which the latter should solemnly engage to suppress to the utmost 
of his power piracy within his States; and the same year (1818) the Treaty was 
ratified by the Sultan. 


As early as 1817 a similar alliance had been contracted with the Sultan of 
Banjermassin (Borneo) ; and it was agreed, in the Treaty concluded in 1819 
with the Sultan of Pontianak, that the Netherland Government should maintain 
a fleet of small vessels on the coast of Borneo, to protect and render commerce 
more secure, and that the Sultans should contribute, by every means in their 
power, to enforce those measures. The Treaties concluded the same year with 
the Sultans of Mampawa and Sambas, state expressly that the vessels of those 
States shall be furnished with Netherland passports, if they should wish to be 
admitted elsewhere. The same clause was always stipulated in the contracts 
entered into with the native Chiefs of Menado (Celebes), and piracy was placed 
-under a special judicature. 

These and other similar measures had become of the greatest necessity. 
In May 1819, for example, the schooner “ Lucifer’ was attacked near the 
Boomjes-cilanden (Island of Small Trees), twenty leagues from Batavia, by 3 
piratical vessels; 4 others kept at a little distance off in order to afford the 
assailants assistance in case of need. The pirates came up with the ‘ Lucifer,” 
crying out to the crew, that neither they nor their Radja of Kottaringin (Borneo), 
feared the Company’s vessels. The schooner with difficulty escaped under a favourable 
gale of wind. At the same period (May 1819), the merchant-brig the “‘ Susanna 
Barbara,” commanded by the owner himself, Badendijk, was attacked by 5 
pirate prahus (penjajaps) off Indramayoe, near the coast of Java, on the road 
from Batavia to Tegal. These pirates were propably Malays from the neigh- 
bourhood of Linga. They called on the commander to surrender, but he, 
without noticing the continual discharges of their lillas or swivel-guns, their 
frightful howlings, or the noise of their gongs (drums), continued his course with 
the greatest coolness. He was even fortunate enough to hit one of the penjajaps 
with a four-pounder ; and the confusion which followed obliged them to suspend 
their attack. They nevertheless silently followed the brig during the whole 
night ; and the next morning, nearing her a little, they asked whether the brig 
was the same as the one of the preceding evening. On receiving an affirmative 
answer from the commander, they called upon him again to surrender. Per- 
ceiving that he was not inclined to do so, they renewed their fire, but without 
any other injury than slightly damaging her sails and rigging. The discharges 
of the pirates would nevertheless have, been fatal to the brig, had not a fresh 
breeze sprung up, and a better directed fire on her part, enabled her to separate 
herself by degrees from her assailants. The pirates did not give up the chase 
before they saw the brig enter the harbour of Tegal. 

The same month the pirates attacked, near Samarang, the cruizers on the 
northern coast of Java. In this encounter the Colonial Navy had to deplore the 
loss of Captain Stout, who was mortally wounded by the breaching of a 
cannon which had burst. 

The pirates infested almost as much at that period the southern coast of Java. 
This can be ascertained by consulting the Notice on the Island of Noesa Kambangan.* 
Fourteen years later, in 1833, it was found necessary to place at the disposal of 
the Government of Patjitan, on the above coast, an armed vessel, destined to 
keep off the pirates from the rocks from which Government obtained bird’s nests. 


*® “Schets van het eiland Noesa Kambangan,” inserted in the “ Tijdschrift voor Néerland’s 
Indié,” 1st year, tome II, 
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Matters were not brighter in‘ other parts of the Archipelago. In 
1819, for example, a colonial vessel fell, off Banka, into the hands of the 
pirates, who, on account of their numbers rendered the navigation very 
insecure. The “Chronicle of the Netherland East Indies*” for 1820 men- 
tions that during the month of August of that year, the pirates had made 
themselves masters of some tin districts in the south-east part of that island, 
and that they had even erected mud-forts (beatings) upon several points, 


_under the command of the Radin Kling of Palembang, whose principal fortification 


was in an adjacent island, Pulo Lepar. The Government immediately sent an 
expedition, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Keer, to punish their 
insolence. The General-Major Jhr. Van der Wijck, who was then serving as a 
Captain of Engineers, displayed on that occasion great ability and courage. The 
expedition numbered also within its ranks that Radja Akil, whom we have already 
mentioned several times. He had previously been a renowned pirate; but in 
this expedition, in which he served as a Major, he rendered with his followers 
great services, by his prudence and coolness. 


In September 1820, a brig coming from Soemanap (Madura) was captured 
by the pirates of the Islands of Linga and Saija; but was soon after recaptured 
by the corvette “Venus,” under the command of the Captain-Lieutenant Van 
Schuler. 


The composition of the flotilla which was sent against Palembang in 1821, 
enables us to describe the naval forces in activity at the time in the colony; and 
the following is a list of the vessels which composed that flotilla: 2 frigates of 
the Royal Navy, the “ Dageraad” and the “Van der Werf;” 1 corvette, the 
“ Zeepaard ;” 2 brigs, the. “ Siréne” and the “Jacoba Elisabeth ;” 1 schooner, 
the “Nassau.” ‘The Colonial Navy had furnished 3 corvettes, the ‘“ Ajax,” 
the “ Venus,”’ and the “ Zwaluw ;” 3 schooners, the ‘‘ Johanna,” the “Calypso,” 
and the ‘‘Emma;” 6 gun-boats and 5 cruizers. But these forccs were far 
from being sufficient to put down piracy. 

We have hardly done more than to mention some examples of the 
enterprising audacity of the pirates in 1819 and 1820. Those two years, 
as well as the three preceding ones, 1816, 1817, and 1818, must have 
afforded a greater number of facts; but they have not been handed down 
to us in writing. The pirates made several descents on the northern coast 
of Java, near Oedjong Goenong, between Pékalongan and Samarang, seized 
some men, and burnt the Government post-houses, and thereby caused the 
high road to be for several days very insecure. Such is perhaps the reason 
why this road was made more in the interior. They also repeated their descents 
near Taya, not far from Joana (Residency of Japara), and even at a little distance 
from Oedjong Panka. Neither did they spare the northern coast of Madura 
and of Panaroekan, in the neighbourhood of Bezoeki. They also made, or 
attempted to make, a descent near Banjoewangi. For this reason the Fort of 
Banjoewangi has always been in a better state of defence, and provided with a 
stronger garrison than the other forts of the smaller settlements of Java. In 
1839 they made another descent in the morning, near the post-house of Batoe- 
dodol, on the high road which runs along the Strait of Bali, and only re-embarked 
after having pillaged the post-house and renewed their provision of soft water. 
They had hardly left half an hour, when the late Preacher Ruempol arrived 
at the post-house in a coach drawn by post-horses. Had he arrived a few 
minutes earlier, he would no doubt have fallen into the hands of the pirates, who 
would either have killed him or taken him with them. 


The year 1822 was distinguished by an important expedition directed 
against the pirates of Tontoli and of some other places on the north-west coast 
of Celebes. This expedition was composed of the royal frigate ‘‘ Mclampus,” 
under the orders of Captain A. W. de Man, and of 5 vessels of the Colonial 
Navy, commanded by First-Lieutenant J. Rambaldo, with 1000 men of native 
auxiliary troops, distributed in 24 paduakan prahus. The marines of the 
“Mclampus” were under the orders of Lieutenant A. Van der Velden, and 
50 men from, Macassar under the orders of Lieutenants Kooij and Banff. A 
gréat number of haunts and villages belonging to the pirates were burnt, 50 of 
their prahus destroyed, 23 picces of cannon taken, and 40 pirates killed. 

* “Kronijk van Nederlandsch Indi over het jaur 1820,” inserted in the “ Tijdschrift voor 
Neérland’s Indié, 3rd year, tome III. 
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An unfortunate event took place in 1823. A private brig, the “ General 
de Kock,” was captured on the 27th October, between Indramayoe and 
Chéribon, on the northern coast of Java, by 7 corsairs. The owner of 
the vessel, R. Thomson, who was on board, was no doubt murdered, for he has 
not been heard of since. The commander, H. Blair, and some men of the 
crew, the vessel having been boarded, notwithstanding their resistance, threw 
themselves overboard, and swam to shore, thus saving their lives. 

The Governor of the Molucca Islands (afterwards Governor of the East 
Indies), M. P. Merkus, animated by an extraordinary zeal, resolved as soon as 
he entered upon his functions, and in conformity with instructions from the 
Government, to ensure tranquillity and peace in that part of the Archipelago of 
the Moluccas not immediately in our possession. Piracy appeared to be well 
rooted in these parts. M. Merkus failed at first in his endeavour, on account 
more particularly of the great influence of the Radja Djilolo, the most dreaded 
pirate, who had been infesting the neighbourhood of the Islands of Ternate, at 
Amboyna, and even under the very guns of Fort Victoria. 

This famous pirate is a descendant of a Prince of the same name, who 
about thirty years previously, when Sultan Djamaloedin and his son Radja 
Moeda had been sent to Ceylon, had escaped from the hands of the Company, 
and had, contrary to all justice, taken possession of the Alfocran districts 
belonging to Ternate. Ata later period he was obliged to take refuge in the 
Island of Ceram. He had established himself there, and had more than once 
pillaged from thence the Company’s establishments. In consequence of infor- 
mation which Governor Merkus received of similar attempts having been 
made by this Radja Djilolo, he resolved towards the close of 1823 to 
send the colonial corvette the “Anna Paulowna,” in search of informa- 
tion, under the orders of First-Lieutenant Momma. The corvette soon 
returned to Amboyna with information that Radja Djilolo had erected a fort 
at Hatiling, on the northern coast of Ceram, and that several native vessels 


were stationed there. Radja Djilolo had refused an interview with the. 


commander, and had even fired upon the corvette from the fort. After several 
unfruitful attempts to take possession of the prahus in the river of Hiatiling, 
the commander of the corvette determined on returning to Amboyna to obtain 
reinforcements. Governor Merkus considered it advisable to order the royal 
corvette the “Komeet,” under the command of Captain-Lieutenant Pietersen, 
to accompany the “ Anna Paulowna.” These two vessels, with a detachment of 
60 men, under the orders of Captain J. A. Van Ganzen, sailed from Amboyna on 
the 26th September, 1823, and arrived at the barracoon of Sawaay, six 
leagues from Hatiling, where they found that the partisans of the so-called Radja 
Djilolo had reduced everything to ashes. ‘The next day the two vessels set sail, 
and cast anchor, on the 5th October, in the Bay of Hatiling. A boat was 
immediately sent on shore with a letter from the Governor, inviting the Radja to 
come on board with his chief secretary and a person of the name of Kapitein 
Laut, in order to leave for Amboyna in one of the corvettes, and make arrange- 
ments with the Netherland Government which the Radja had until then neglected 
todo. The Radja was allowed one hour to prepare his answer; but at the end 
of that time, no answer having been received, the long-boat was sent a second 
time on shore, and returned with a note stating that the Radja Djilolo was not at 
Hatiling, and requesting that delay might be granted in order to communicate to 
him the Governor’s letter. This answer was considered a mere pretext, inasmuch 
as the absence of the Radja had not been mentioned when the first boat was 
dispatched. ‘The two corvettes immediately opened their fire. ‘The fort returned 
the fire briskly. The same day, Captain Van Ganzen attempted to take the 
benting by storm, but could not, it being protected by a deep ditch. The next 
morning, the corvettes renewed their fire and soon silenced the rcbels. The 
Alfoerans, who had marched from Sawaay to Hatiling, were ordered to storm 
the barracoon on the left, whilst Captain Van Ganzen with his detachment, to 
which were added the marines and a few sailors, did the same on the right side. 
The assailants, undcr cover of an uninterrupted fire, were soon masters of the 
fort. Six men of the expedition, and a greater number of the Alfoerans were 
wounded. Besides the field-pieces that were taken, 80 prahus were either 
burnt or seized; the latter were given to the Radja of Sawaay, who had gone 
to Hatiling on board one of the corvettes. The loss of the two crews and uf 
the detachmer.t of infantry was nine men killed and twenty wounded. The 
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benting of Hatiling was razed to the ground, and in order to protect the popula- 
tion of Sawaay, a fort was erected, in which were left an officer with a garrison 
of thirty-five men. This garrison was considered necessary to protect the 
northern coast of Ceram and vigorously to oppose the pirates. Nevertheless, in 
spite of the courageous efforts of our soldiers and sailors, the principal object of 
the expedition had not been effected: the Radja Djilolo, who had fled to the 
interior, had not been taken. It was therefore necessary to resort to other 
measures to force him to submit. It was deemed advisable, under the cir- 
cumstances, to enter into negotiations with him. Governor Merkus was in 
consequence authorized, in February 1825, to place himself in direct communi- 
cation with the Radja, and to offer him an opportunity of establishing himself 
in the Island of Ceram, and to take possession of a portion of territory under 
the sovereignty of the Netherland Government. ‘ 

The Radja Djilolo was also promised, in case he acceded to this arrange- 
ment, that his brother, who was then in exile at Japara, and in whose welfare 
he seemed to take the greatest interest, should return to Amboyna, where 
ulterior measures would be taken to set him entirely at liberty. Governor 
Merkus immediately opened negotiations with the Radja, who appeared disposed 
to listen to the views of the Government, provided he remained independent of 
the Sultan of Tidor, of whom he had reason to complain, and whose yoke he 
had thrown off fourteen years previously. The Radja agreed to establish himself 
with his followers on the northern coast of the Great Ceram, under the protection 
of the Government. He asked, as a special favour, that the authority over himself’ 
and his followers should be intrusted to that brother of whom we have just 
spoken. This having been granted, Prince Asgar was placed at the head of the ' 
fugitives who had followed the Radja Djilolo, and received the title of Sultan. 
As it appeared some time after, that the site of Sawaay had not been well chosen, 
it was abandoned, and a new fort was constructed at Hatiling. A short time 
after the submission of the Radja, Governor Merkus visited in person the Island 
of Ceram, commonly called Great Ceram, not much known, and inhabited by the 
savage Alfoerans. He was then enabled to convince himself of the happy 
influence exercised over that once much-dreaded pirate, by the moderation and 
mildness which the Government had shown towards him. 


At about this period, the piracies in the Archipelago of the East Indies 
formed the subject of an Article inserted in the Treaty concluded on the 
17th March, 1824, between Holland and Great Britain. That Article (the Vth) 
stipulates that : 

“Their Britannic and Netherland Majesties, in like manner, engage to 
concur effectually in repressing piracy in those seas. They will not grant either 
asylum or protection to vessels engaged in piracy, and they will in no case 
permit the ships or merchandize captured by such vessels to be introduced, 
deposited, or sold in any of their possessions.” 

All that we have stated above shows clearly that the Netherland Govern- 
ment had already acted in accordance with the principle laid down by that 
Article. Nothing had been neglected in order to weaken and, as much as 
possible, to exterminate piracy. But this was not an easy task, as it was 
depriving whole populations of a means of subsistence which had been favoured 
from time immemorial by the Princes and grandees of the land. 

Nevertheless the negotiations with the Princes of Celebes had ended, in 
1824, in a renewal of the general contract, known under the name of the Bongais 
Contract (Bongaisch Kontract). The XIVth Article of that Contract stipulates 
that the ships of those Princes must be furnished with Netherland passports 
before they can enter the Netherland possessions, and shall submit, in everything 
relating to commerce and navigation, to the regulations fixed upon by the 
Government. 

Events justified this clause. A reference to the report of the Commissioners, 
Colonel J. D. Van Schelle, Governor, and M. J. H. Tobias, will sufficiently 
prove this. 

“We have endeavoured in another place,” says the reporters, “ to show 
the incalculable losses sustained by the commerce of Macassar caused by the 


. presence of pirates in the Archipelago. The reports, moreover, of the Governors 


since the restoration of the Netherland Government in 1816, have sufficiently 
made known the misdeeds of these brigands. Their prahus are often seen to the 
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number of 70 and 80 or more attacking, in the Straits of Saleyer and elsewhere, 
convoys of more than 20 well-armed paduakans, invading Saleyer, pillaging and 
devastating whole provinces at Boeton; and it is with good reason feared that 
Sumbawa will not long escape their depredations. 

“The pirates established at Taboenko and at Tobello, generally known 
under the name of Tobellos, were originally fugitives from Ternate, Tidor, 
Batsjan, and Ceram, who quitted their native country between 1780 and 1790, 
after the flight of Prince Nikoe of Tidor and after the disturbances which 
naturally ensued. As usual, this band has been increased by other miscreants 
and a certain number of the inhabitants of Taboenko and Tobello. These two 
places are situated on the south coast of the Bay of Tolo, in the territory of the 
King of Loehoe, who, notwithstanding, cannot establish his authority among 
them. 

“Every means that can be used to revive commere will be fruitless, so long 
as the pirates can annoy the merchant. It will, I think, be necessary to have 
recourse to violence.” 

In the year 1824 another treaty was concluded with the Sultans of 
Ternate and ‘Tidor, islands situated opposite Menado, by which these Princes 
engaged to assist the Government, if necessary, with men and ships against the 

irates. 
: This, in fact, according to the Batavian newspaper (“ Batavische Courant”), 
is the account given of all that was done on the part of the Government 
in 1824: 

“ The measures taken for the safety of our coasts against piracies have in 
general met with success. Trade and the inhabitants of the coast have not 
experienced any losses, or at all events of any importance. 

“‘ During the month of June, 70 Papou or Ceram corsairs showed them- 
selves in the neighbourhood of Banjoewangi; but the arrival of the Royal 
corvette the ‘ Comet,’ together with a little colonial flect, put them to the rout 
before they had time to commit any depredations. 

“« About the same period, the Islands of Kangeang, to the east of Madura, 
were disturbed also by the fleet which had been seen at Banjoewangi; but the 
ships of the Colonial Navy gave such active chase, that they immediately quitted 
the stations where they had reappeared. 

“The gun-boat No. 15 met a part of this fleet, but night coming on, 
prevented her obtaining any advantage over these prahus. 

“The schooner ‘Circe’ was fortunate enough to recapture from some of 
the pirates, to the north of Madura, a vessel laden with salt, and to restore her 
to her master. 

“ Some pirates showed themselves in the Bay of Panaroekan; the gun-boat 
No. 18 attacked one of their prahus, which, however, escaped, notwithstanding 
severe damages, being favoured by a dead calm. 

“ Pirates were also discovered at this period near Cheribon. The schooners 
‘Castor’ and ‘Emma,’ which were sent after them, however, soon made them 
disappear. ; 

“‘The news which was spread that piratical prahus, built on the model of the 
Government prahu-cruizers, had been seen, is not confirmed. ; 

“« A state of things so long desired, and so favourable to native commerce, 
must be attributed, we believe, to the activity in the exercise of their functions 
which the commanders of the different vessels of the Colonial Navy have displayed, 
and also ina great measure to the more regular communications, and to the greater 
exactitude which the Naval Department under Rear-Admiral Baron J. J. Melvill 
de Carnbee, has established between the vessels of war of the Colonial Navy and 
the cruizing prahus of the different stations. 

“Thus they have been enabled, particularly by means of small vessels 
requiring but little water, to watch and protect a much greater extent than 
formerly. 

“ The native commanders of these prahus have shown in many instances that 
they are in no way inferior in courage to the enemy they have to encounter. 
The pirates have been worsted in every engagement. ; 

“It is necessary to remark that the cruizing prahus, besides being so useful 
in many respects to the stations on the coast, have fully answered the purpose 
for which they were constructed. It must, however, be allowed that they are 
inférior as fast sailers to the prahu of a pirates. These last, of a lighter build 
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1824 and rigging, and having a greater number of hands, can, in calm weather, or 
with the wind, set more hands to the oars, and thereby escape pursuit.” 

It is somewhat remarkable that this report enters into so few details, and is, 
for example, entirely silent respecting the support that the pirates obtained from 
the Borneo Princes. The important report of the Councillor of the Indies, 
M. Muntinghe, of the 3lst August, 1821, enters into particulars which it may be 
well to repeat in this place : 

“The Princes of the coast of Borneo have the same opinions, and the same 
commercial interests, as the inhabitants of their towns and coasts ; and wherever 
the people are inclined to piracy, as at Sambas, the Princes show the same dis- 
position. At least in regard to Sambas, it is sufficient, as a proof of this 
assertion, to look over the last reports of the Resident of the station, to show 
that they there equipped a vessel destined for piratical purposes, under the eye 
and with the consent of the Sultan. In regard to Pontianak, it is a well-known 
fact, that the old Sultan Said Abdul Rachman, as well as the Sultan Kassiem, 
after having abandoned their piratical trade, became the chief merchants of the 
district.” 

Besides the measures M. Muntinghe had recommended to be taken in 1818, 
he proposed, as a further means to repress piracy : 

a. To extend the influence of the Government, by concluding Alliances, 
particularly with some small independent States to the north of Sambas and to the 
south of Pontianak, which still sometimes served as asylums to the pirates. 
Amongst the States to the north of Sambas may be reckoned Sarawak, Kelakka, 
Moka, Seribas, and Palo; and among those to the south of Vontianak, Old 
Succadana, Matam, and the Islands of Mankap, Panumbangan, Seroetoe, and 
Carimata. : 

b. In order to restrain all these small States, to appoint a steady Governor 
on the coast of Borneo, to whom the Residents of Pontianak, Sambas, and 
Mampawa, should be subordinate. 

c. To confide to this Governor the care of selecting, for the gathering in of 
birds’ nests all along the coasts and the islands, and for the fishery of karet, of 
agar agar and tripang, in preference the people of Biliton, Linga, Riouw, 
Seroetoe, and Carimata, and to substitute by these means an honest trade for that 
of piracy. 

The Commissioner of Borneo, M. J. H. Tobias, whose instructions, dated 
October 1821, desired him to examine into the best method of withdrawing 
the inhabitants of Sambas and other parts of Borneo from piracy, and to engage 
them to undertake either a lawful commerce or to turn their attention to 
agriculture, replied in his report of the 8th of May, }822 :— 

‘The extension of commerce, thanks to the new regulations, will contribute 
much more than the force of arms to put down this scourge in a durable 
manner. It is most certain that it is on account of the decline of commerce, 
the want of merchants, or of having taken from them, or not having given them 
the opportunity of trading, that piracy first began, and has been developed in 
the most fearful manner for some years past. ‘The Lanouns, properly so 
called, or people of Magindano, Sooloo, and the northern coast of Borneo, are 
perhaps the only ones on whom the new commercial regulations will not so 
rapidly exercise a salutary influence, and the only ones consequently against 
whom force will have to be employed. But, however, M. Muntinghe, in his 
report dated May 25, 1818, has so exactly described everything regarding the 
pirates, that I shal] not return to the subject. I will confine myself to the 
following details :— 

“There are at Matam and Succadana 7 to 8 piratical vessels, and most 
likely as few at Carimata. The pirates (Rayats) of these districts are only so 
from poverty; it would be sufficient to furnish them with better means of sub- 
sistence to make useful subjects of them. 

“Under the name Lanouns, we include only the pirates of Magindano, 
Suloo, and some places in the neighbourhood of Borneo, as Tuwara, Tumbassa, 
Mangkabo. 

_ “No fewer than 100 vessels are fitted out at Magindano and Sooloo, 50 at 
Tuwara, ‘20 at Tumbassa, and 20 at Mangkabo; 5 or 6 are actually sent out 
from Sumroka to Borneo, properly so called, near Tanjong Datoe. 

“As to the other piracies of less importance, which take place along the 
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coast, they are committed by pirates of every description, who, however, do not 
make a constant practice of it, but who are driven thereto occasionally by the 
most imperious necessity and poverty. 

‘* By regulating the affairs of Borneo, I consider that this description of 
pirates might be put down; but much severer measures must be taken against 
the Lanouns. Their cruelty and avidity are inconceivable. The captain of 
the English vessel the ‘ Seaflower,’ has experienced to his cost the terrible 
effects of their perfidy. One of the chicfs, named Datoe Subandhar, after 
having remained a week on board, living at the captain’s table, and sleeping in 
his cabin, tried with his attendants to pillage the vessel. This perfidious 
design, however, failed, and cost the life of the pirate and 12 of his followers ; 
the rest jumped overboard. The loss to the crew of the vessel was 4 killed 
and several wounded. The captain received 12 wounds, and lost entirely the 
use of his right arm. He himself communicated to me all the particulars of 
this affair, adding, that his Government would not fail to take vengeance on 
such perfidy. The ‘Seaflower’ was nevertheless a small vessel of 16 guns, fitted 
out and manned by 60 sailors, chiefly Europeans; and the captain, an officer of 
the Royal Navy on leave of absence. This circumstance may give an idea of 
the audacity and power of these islanders. 

“The details which I have now reported have been communicated to me 
by the Sultan of Sambas, who also confirmed everything that M. Muntinghe 
related. This Prince, formerly one of the principal pirates, is perfectly well 
acquainted with everything that concerns them ; and although related to some 
of their petty Princes, he is in noways privy to their depredations. According 
to his opinion, the only means of extirpating the evil to the very root, would 
be to punish with the greatest severity all the petty Princes who continue to 
exercise piracy themselves, or who encourage it in secret. He offers his own 
services for expeditions of this description. ‘This offer, however, should only be 
accepted with the greatest caution. On account of too much condescension 
on his part, he is often obliged to shut his eyes to the misconduct of his sub- 
jects, which he ought not to tolerate. Only last year, certain circumstances, 
but more particularly his own good nature, made him in some degree an 
accomplice of a certain Prince of Riouw, called Radja Toea, a most inveterate 
pirate, at present residing at Serassa. They had formerly made more than one 
expedition together.” 

The second volume, first year, of the “East India Journal’ has, in 
the article Borneo, a description of a journey in the Banjermassin in 1824. The 
author, who is, if we mistake not, M. H. M. Halewijn, expresses himself in the 
following terms : 

“The River of Molucco is situated to the east of the great River of 
Banjermassin ; the mouth of the river is broad and very handsome. After having 
sailed up the river about a quarter of a league, we arrived at a place where a 
small fort had formerly existed, but was destroyed in 1819 by the Dayaks or 
pirates. A European petty officer lost his life upon the occasion.” 

The author then relates that the Dayak population and that of Banjer 
inhabiting the coast, had obtained from the pirates, by means of secret corres- 
pondence, both arms and artillery. We will also quote what he says in regard 
to the Provinces of Kottaringin, Leway, Sintang, Pagatan, Passir, Kottei, and 
Berou, on the eastern coast: “Although all these small States may appear to 
have little importance individually, it is not the less necessary that the Govern- 
ment.of the Netherlands, if desirous of suppressing piracy, should establish an 
active police establishment in all these small States, independent of cach other. 

“Tt is proved that the coasts of Borneo offer a safe refuge to the pirates who 
so often infest the coasts of Java. The petty Princes of these States often have 
secret relations with these pirates, which they would speedily change into open 
communications if they were not afraid of the Government of the Netherlands. 

“ Whilst I was at Kottaringin, the chiefs of the place related to me, that four 
months previously, some pirates under the command of Panglima Koewat, 
requested the hospitality of the Prince ; it was granted them, if not from fear, from 
the impossibility to resist, on condition, however, that they should establish 
themselves in the Bay of Kornay. They had with them 80 vessels, 100 women, 
and 50 children. 

“ With their light and swift rowing prahus, the pirates are but little fearful 
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1824 of ships of war. They appeared to be much more apprehensive of the 
Government sending out, in concert with the petty Princes on the coast of 
Borneo, expeditions all along the coast, of small vessels, so as to hunt them out 
of their fastnesses; and being obliged to set out to sea, they would inevitably 
fall into the hands of the cruizers. 

“The pirates who have a correspondence with the Princes on the coast of 
Borneo, give them a portion of their booty, or sell them their unfortunate 
prisoners. The prahus are in general fitted out with an experienced crew, 
accustomed to a wandering and hard life. 

‘“‘ The Bouginais have a peculiar method of fighting the pirates. They fit 
out small boats, which besides the rowers, have a man armed with a carbine; 
they try to get as near as possible to the pirate boats, in such a manner, however, 
as to be out of the reach of the small ordnance which these boats mount in the 
fore part of the vessel. And as they are excellent marksmen, the pirates suffer 
by this manceuvre considerable losses; and they also openly declare that they 
dread an encounter with the Bouginais. Sometimes they board the pirates 
immediately ; the two parties then come to close quarters with such fury, that 
they often change boats during the combat.” 

This description perfectly agrees with the report of the “ Chronicle of the 
Netherland Indies” for the year 1819,* namely, that the new regulations which 
were put into execution on the coast of Borneo, in 1819, were neither agreeable 
to the natives nor to the Princes; that the inhabitants of the coast, who live 
chiefly by piracy, were suddenly thwarted and limited in their expeditions ; and 
that the Princes, who made a considerable revenue of their piracies, lent but an 
unwilling hand to the introduction of a state of things so detrimental to their 
interests. : : 

Weill return to our historical sketch, for a moment interrupted. 

Towards the end of 1824, and at the commencement of 1825, several 
military transports which were to make a part of the expedition to Celebes, set 
off from Java to Macassar. The “Fathal Barie” was amongst the transport- 
vessels carrying a military detachment of 225 men under the command of Major 
Geij. The embarkation had taken place at Samarang ; and they had left Sura- 
baya several days when they observed two vessels advancing in the same 
direction. Captain J. C. van Rijneveld+ relates that, ‘‘as soon as they saw them 
lower their sails, as if waiting for the transports, Major Geij thought they might 
be pirates, expecting an easy prey instead of a formidable military force. This 
was a sort of intermezzo to our intrepid Major, from which he proposed taking 
every possible advantage, particularly to prepare his men for greater exploits. 
He ordered his men to take arms, load the carronades, and conceal themselves ; 
when he gave orders to advance suddenly on the pirates. The two corsairs 
kcpt close to each other, and seemed to be preparing to board the ‘Fathal 
Barie.’ As soon as they arrived within gun-shot, on a sign from Major Geij, the 
four carronades were fired off, and the troops, suddenly showing themselves, 
opened a brisk fire on them. After so serious a warning, the two commanders 
were called upon to bring their passports themselves on board the ‘ Fathal 
Barie.’ Some minutes of hesitation followed, during which time they were 
observed to throw overboard several pieces of ordnance with the utmost possible 
secrecy; then the two chiefs obeyed the summons. Their false passports, and 
the guns discovered on board the vessels, although they tried to conceal them by 
covering them with sails, proved that they had made no mistake by attacking 
them as pirates. The soldiers received orders to keep ready for recommencing 
the fire; and the gunners, with matches lighted, stood to their guns. Then 
Major Geij ordered a brave veteran officer to take charge of the long-boat, 
with a strong detachment to transport a part of the crew of the two corsairs on 
board the ‘ Fathal Barie,’ at the same time threatening to sink the vessels if 
they made the least resistance. At the moment the embarkation left the ‘Fathal 
Barie,’ the chief of the pirates pronounced aloud some unintelligible words, 
which were afterwards understood to be an order to commence the massacre 
(amok). Some pirates on the decks of their vessels suffered themselves to be 


* «Kronijk van Nederlandsch Indie over het jaar 1819,” inserted in the 2nd volume, 3rd year 
of the East India Journal (* Tijdschrift voor Neérland’s-Indié.”) 

+ In the work intitled “Celebes of veldtogt der Nederlanders op het eiland Celebes in de 
jaren 1824 en 1825.” (‘“Celebes, or Campaign of the Dutch in the Isle of Celebes during the years 
1824 and 1825.”) Breda, 1840. 
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transported without resistance on board the ‘ Fathal Barie.’ They were instantly 1824 


deprived of their crids, which they had concealed, and were manacled, while 
the detachment returned to bring a second lot of the pirates. Their chief, seeing 

" perhaps that his projects were frustrated by these prompt measures, repeated his 
horrible cry (amok), and at the same time drawing the crids he had contrived 
to conceal, rushed on Major Geij, who was watching with his back turned, to see 
his orders executed, and would most undoubtedly have been wounded or killed, 
if the captain of the English vessel had not been on his guard, and knocked him 
down with a ramrod which he held in his hand. The other chief, who was 
standing on the prow, guarded by two soldiers, struck them successively with his 
crids, and leaped into the sea; but, struck by many balls, he sank. The death ery 
was heard on board the two piratical boats, when one part of the crew of the 
boat found themselves on board the pirates. Those who, till then, had remained 
hidden below, showed themselves suddenly fully armed with pistols, klewangs, 
and crids. Notwithstanding the superior number of the pirates and the fury of 
their attack, the crew stood their ground for some time, until the constantly in- 
creasing number of their adversaries and the fall of some of their own party forced 
them to retreat. The boat retired a short distance and opened a fire of musketry, 
which was well kept up and directed with so much coolness, that they were able 
again to get near tothe pirates. All at once the effects of the fire was manifested 
among the sails of one of the corsair vessels, occasioned doubtless by some burning 
wadding. The fire spread so rapidly, that the vessel was soon a mass of flames and 
an explosion was momentarily expected. The boat’s crew, foreseeing what would 
happen, withdrew a short distance, but without discontinuing their fire upon the 
pirates of the second ship and upon such of the crew of the first as threw them- 
selves into the sea in order to gain the other by swimming. Meanwhile the other 
boats of the ‘ Fathal Barie’ had put out to sea, but the pirates taking advantage 
of the momentary confusion caused by the explosion of one of the boats, con- 
trived, by means of rowing, to get out of danger, although the wind was contrary ; 
and damaged as they were, the fire of the carronades of the ‘ Fathal Barie’ and 
the musketry of the gun-boats wounded a great many of them before they were 
out of reach.” 


The Government of Netherland India have never lost sight, as has been 
more than once noticed, of the Article of the Treaty of London of the 17th 
March, 1824, above referred to. Efforts were made, as soon as possible, to 
obtain some co-operation on the part of the Government of British India; for 
although the need of it had not yet been felt, this co-operation was desirable in 
all respects for the avoidance of difficulties which might arise contrary to the 
general intention of the Treaty, viz., the assurance of a good understaning 
between the two States in their possessions beyond the seas. This then, was one 
of the points of instruction forwarded to M. Christian Van Angelbeek, an 
experienced public officer, who had been sent to Riouw and Singapore at the 
commencement of 1825. We cannot do better than cite here his report of the 
12th April of the same year to Governor-General Baron Van der Capellen. 

“T thought,” says he, ‘that this was a favourable opportunity to confer 
with Mr. Crawfurd, English resident at Singapore, upon the subject of piracy, 
and to ascertain from him whether the chief authorities at Bengal intended to 
take measures to suppress it; while pointing to him how much more now than 
ever it was the interest of the Government that the navigation and commerce of 
the Archipelago should not be disquieted; I representéd to the Resident,—what 
a fatal influence this scourge exercised over the prosperity and civilization of the 
inhabitants of the islandof this Archipelago; howthe clogs placed by this piracy upon 
commerce and navigation retarded the development of their industry and stifled 
their desire to work ; and I thence deduced the necessity of putting a stop to it. 
I represented to him lastly, my own opinion, that the most ready means to arrive 
at the proposed end, would be for the British and Netherland Governments to 
take measures as nearly similar as possible to put down the pirates, and to act 
in this respect by a combination of their forces. The Resident answered, that 
this affair had already for a long time seriously occupied his attention, and that 
he had even intended to present to the Governor-General of British India a 
project respecting the best means to be used for the expulsion of the pirates. I 
hope, added he, soon to be in a position to realize this project. He entirely 
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entered into my views as to the measures to be taken in order to succeed ; and, 
observing that five or six steam-vessels must be used, he promised himself the 
best results from the employment of them, but he regarded the complete expul- 
sion of pirates by means of ordinary cruizers as extremely difficult, not to say 
impossible. He thought that the steamers should cruize, throughout the 
year, between Java and Pulo Pinang. They ought to run continually through 
the Straits of Malacca, Riouw, Banka, and the coasts of Java and Borneo, 
and to clear them of pirates, who, tired of seeing their enterprises baffled on 
every side, would at length be forced to seek another means of subsistence, and 
this terrible scourge would have an end. The Resident at Singapore seemed to 
have made this matter a subject of serious reflection. He much desired to see 
the two Governments unite their efforts against piracy. The new contract made 
on the 4th August, 1824, with the Princes of Djohor (concerning the cession of 
Singapore) contains an Article prohibiting piracy to their subjects ; and it appears 
to me that this is a proof of the sincerity of the declarations which Mr. 
Crawfurd recently made to me.” 


Again, M. Angelbeek remarks in his general report of the 14th August, 
1825, “I have frequently pointed out to Radja Jafar, the Vice-Roy at Riouw, 
that in order to attain to a certain degree of prosperity and well-being, it is neces- 
sary to adopt a more energetic, and at the same time a more liberal system of 
government; and I assured him that the Government were ready to assist in 
this matter; and I have always suggested that the principal means to be 
employed should be the repression and extermination of piracy.” 

In 1825 the pirates deprived the Government of two distinguished 
functionaries. M. Van Grave, Resident at Sambas, went, on the 10th of April, 
to his residence at Pontianak, on board of one of the prahus of the flotilla of 
Radja Akil. This vessel was attacked by 8 piratical ships, and sunk. 
M.°Van Grave and his fellow-traveller here lost their lives, being mortally 
wounded by the firing. On the other hand, the schooner ‘‘ Johanna,” of the 
colonial navy, under the command of Lieutenant W. J. Schuler, succeeded in 
destroying a piratical vessel near Indramayve, on the coast of Java, in 
September of the same year. 


In May 1826, two other vessels of similar character were chased beynd 
Bantjer, on the same coast, by gun-boat No. 1, commanded by M. de Roock, a 
midshipman. 

At the same period, or thereabouts, the Netherland schooner “ Anna’ 
quitted the roads of Singapore, having on board as passengers three hadjis or 
Indian priests. Above Linga they attacked the captain of the vessel during the 
night, proving that their ouly object was to commit acts of piracy. It was 
justly suspected that they were pirates by profession. 

Four men on board of a small fishing-vessel were seized in sight of 
Panaroekan, near Bezoeki, by these pirates, and carried off as prisoners. Beyond 
the Islands of Gili Radja and Gili Doewa, to the east of Madura, a great number 
of piratical boats were seen, one of which was about 60 feet long. The schooner 
“Tris,” of the Royal Navy, was sent against them, and fell in with 7 of these 
boats. 

Above Cape Sandana a boat from Sumbawa was attacked by a piratical 
vessel, which carried 8 swivel guns and a piece of heavy calibre. A short time 
before a brig had been carried off, and another merchant-ship, above Japara, on 
the north coast of Java. Above Tegal 5 pirates seized upon a boat after a 
combat of five hours at least. Another native vessel, loaded with gambir, from 
Riouw, was attacked by 6 pirates above Pekalongan, and sunk. The brig 
Sarah,” on the 11th May, 1826, above Mandalike, sustained an attack which 
lasted from the morning till the afternoon, from 2 pirate ships, each carrying 
2 pieces of cannon and 4 swivels. The captain having expended all his shot, had 
recourse to copper money (probably the “ lingots” then in circulation). During 
the fight the pirates sent away their wounded to a boat they had with them, and 
fetched recruits from it. One of the cruizers of Pekalongan was attacked above 
Batang, to the east of Samarang, by two piratical penjajaps, and notwith- 
standing a prolonged conflict, they could not take them. The same thing 
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happened a short distance from Japara. The boat belonging to the Residency 1826 
was attacked by pirates, who tried 3 times to board. A short time afterwards 
2 boats fell into their hands, and the crew were carried away prisoners. 


We give here, for the year 1826, the force of the Colonial Navy :— 

2 corvettes. 8 large brigs or schooners. 5 small brigs or schooners, 
18 gun-boats ; and we print from a report of the 4th of May, 1826, No. 100, 
drawn up by Rear-Admiral Melvill de Carnbee, the following passage, which 
will complete our observations. 


“It is sufficiently proved,” says the author of the report, “that the 
Colonial Navy has answered the end for which it was first instituted ; thut is 
to say, that in order to protect the coasting trade, which is of so much 
importance, this force, by means of its cruizers in this Archipelago, has scattered 
as much as possible the numerous and formidable pirates. A careful reference 
to the map of the Netherland Indies will show that we are surrounded 
in this Archipelago by a multitude of small islands, which are so many nests of 
pirates. These men become from day to day more audacious ; they present 
themselves better armed and in larger numbers than formerly, so that small 
expeditions directed against any particular haunt of pirates, will not effect the 
desired end, nor make up for the expenses rendered necessary. Moreover, the 
ships of war of our Colonial Navy are not suited for such expeditions. In order 
to follow the pirates up their rivers and creeks, and into the midst of their 
concealed haunts, surrounded by rocks and reefs, we must have a flotilla of 
native craft, which draw but little water; with regard to other matters, I have 
already made them apparent in various repurts addressed to Government. 

“It will be necessary to keep within bounds in the cruizes to cover our 
coasts and to protect the smaller commerce, until the European Governments 
established in India shall have convinced the native Princes of the disgraceful 
character of piracy, and until they shall have shown their subjects a more 
honourable means of existence in agriculture, and the export of their produce. 

“T repeat that the ships of war of the Colonial Navy, especially during the 
last two years, have by their uninterrupted cruizings from the middle of March to 
the end of November, prevented the pirates from making descents upon our 
coasts, and carrying off the inhabitants to their haunts as siaves ; and they have 
successfully protected the coasting trade. The report of operations in 1824 
and 1825 will prove what I now assert. We there find it mentioned that a fleet 
of 70 Papou or Ceram piratical vessels, which during the month of June 1824 
were seen in the neighbourhood of Banjoewangi, were repulsed, though rather 
too late, to some distance from the Islands of Kangeang, where this same fleet 
had begun to annoy the inhabitants. The report also relates the capture of a 
vessel loaded with salt, by the schooner ‘Circe,’ of the Royal Navy, which restored 
her to her lawful owners. During the same year the pirates were also completely 
driven out of the Bay of Panaroekan and from the neighbourhood of Cheribon, 
after having suffered much from the ships of the Colonial Navy upon the different 
stations. 

“Two penjajaps, each carrying a numerous crew, were successively attacked 
in September and October 1825, not far from Cape Indramayoe and Cape 
Sedarie, by the schooner ‘ Johanna,’ of the Royal Navy, commanded by First 
Lieutenant W. J. Schuler. After a violent struggle, and notwithstanding a 
resolute resistance on their part, the 2 peajajaps were taken and sunk, and their 
crews put to the sword; the guns and arms of the penjajaps which could be 
saved, became the booty of the victors. This action was not gained without 
loss on our side. Second Lieutenant A. D. Timmerman, who particularly 
distinguished himself, died from the effect of the wounds he received during 
the conflict. 

“On the 18th October of the same year, the schooner ‘Castor,’ of the 
Royal Navy, succeeded in rescuing a Dutch merchant-ship, the ‘ Sarah Theodora,’ 
W. Borgen, commander, to the north of the Karang Sidoelangs. Attacked 
by a multitude of piratical vessels, he was on the point of yielding ; the schogner 
spared him the horrors which would have succeeded his giving up the ship. It 
will not be uninteresting to recount the engagements which have taken place 
above Goenong Oedjong, a short distance from this coast, between the boats of 
the schooner above named, and a penjajap pirate; for it is to these engage- 
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ments that 2 coasters (pantjallangs) owe their safety. Our loss on the occasion 
was | killed and 3 wounded. 

‘Several cruizers of the Colonial Navy gave chase to the pirate vessels 
which showed themselves at various points. And if calms or contrary winds 
allowed the pirates to escape by means of rowing, without experiencing any 
direct loss, the desired end of expelling them from the neighbourhood has no 
less been obtained. 

‘Some small merchant-vessels, it is true, the brig ‘Anna,’ for example, 
belonging to an individual, were carried off by the pirates in 1825. But these 
accidents have happened precisely at the moment whien the cruizers of the Colo- 
nial Navy have been obliged, for a moment, to leave their stations, either to 
convoy floats of wood, or to convey public functionaries, or other purposes. This 
fact is of itself a new proof of the necessity of empleying cruizers uninteruptedly, 
and of what we have to expect if good ships of war do not unceasingly protect 
our coasts.” 


During the year 1827, there is no doubt that the Sultan of Matam, on the 
western coast of Borneo, of whom we had already had our suspicions, continued 
to protect and assist the pirates, notwithstanding the Treaty concluded with him 
in 1823. Towards the end of the same year he made an armed descent upon 
the Island of Carimata, among other things to seize upon a vessel which had run 
aground on that coast. He massacred Batin Galang, who was in command there, 
and carried off the Dutch flag in triumph to Matam. Captain H. M. Dibbetz, 
commanding His Majesty’s ship “‘ Bellona,” was sent to avenge this insult. The 
Sultan was dethroned, and Radja Akil, whom we have several times named in 
this recital, was established as Sultan of Succadana, over the united States of 
Matam and Simpang. Thus a haunt of pirates was destroyed, which had 
caused considerable loss to trade. A treaty was concluded with Radja Akil, 
which was confirmed in 1831 by the Government of Java. : 


In October 1828, the schooner “‘ Windhond,” of the Colonial Navy, Lieu- 
tenant D. J. de Man, commander, fell in with 6 piratical vessels near Pakkies, 
on the coast of Java, and immediately attacked them. Five of them contrived to 
escape ; the sixth was taken, and sent into port. 


In May 1829, the cruizing vessel of Japara met with 3 pirates, one of 
which was boarded and taken ; it carried four pieces of cannon. But, on the 
other hand, a prahu-toop, coming from Soemanap, and carrying 15 men, 
was carried off the same year by pirates, above Biliton. Another merchant 
vessel also became their prey between Muntok and Jeboes; a large galley, with 
double ranks of oars, well armed, and carrying 150 men, gave chase to a toop 
coming from Singapore, which, however, managed to escape by taking refuge at 
Banka. Four pirate ships were cruizing near to Gossong Assam, and 15 
more large vessels, of a similar character, had, it is said, gone up the River 
Banjoe Assim, off Palembang, whence they set out to devastate the coasts of 
Banka. On the 22nd of October, a paduakan, coming from Macassar, fel] in 
with 2 pirate ships in the Strait of Banka; half of her crew were already dis- 
abled when she was rescued by His Majesty’s schooner ‘“ Zephyr.” 

By decree of the 26th June, 1829, No. 19, the Indian Government deter- 
mined what should be the portion of prize-money given to the ships of the 
Colonial Navy, which should capture any pirate. The jurisdiction in cases of 
piracy was fixed by regulation at the same time. 

From all we have said, it is evident that the Government of Netherland 
India has applied itself very seriously and systematically to put down a scourge 
which has spread dismay throughout the Archipelago, and has sincerely endea- 
voured to arrange matters with the English Government. It must, however, be 
acknowledged, that after the termination of the administration of Governor- 
General the Baron Van den Capellen, the measures which had previously been in 
active operation for some time, were not kept up as it was to be hoped they would 
have been. The numerous measures of economy which were introduced during 
the command of Commissary-General Viscount du Bus de Gisignies (1826- 
1829), had an unhappy influence upon the suppression of piracy. Thus, for 
example, the cruizing boats constructed at a heavy cost, were allowed to decay 
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at several points, or received the name of Residency prahus, and were ordinarily 
employed as vessels of transport. 

Towards the close of the year 1829, the Colonial Navy was reduced to 
2 guard-ships, 5 brigs, 9 schooners, and 9 gun-boats. “This number,” says 
Colonel de Man (at that time in command, and the Director of the Maritime 
Force of the colony), in his detailed report of 5th June, 1829, No. 1521, “this 
number so reduced, in consequence of the decree of Commissary-General du 
Bus (27th December, 1827, No. 20), appears to be insufficient for cruizing and 
for the defence of this Archipelago against the attacks and depredations com- 
mitted in so many places by pirates ; insufficient for the convoy service, which 
is consequently required for the security of trade of the smaller sort; and 
lastly, insufficient for many services which are daily presenting themselves. 
Notwithstanding the reductions to which it was subjected, the Colonial Navy 
rendered much and constant service, as well on the coast of Java as at distant 
establishments. If in some places it has been unable to put a stop to the 
attacks and violence of the pirates, its inability is to be attributed solely to 
the diminution which it hes undergone by the financial measures of your 
Excellency.” 

On every occasion, however, which has presented itself, there has been 
introduced into the Treaties concluded with the native Princes, clauses which 
tend to repress piracy, as for example in the Treaty concluded in 1828 with 
some chiefs on the coast of New Guinea; and it is evident that the results 
obtained during the fourteen years from 1816 to 1829, have been very satisfactory. 
These results may be stated as follows : 


a, Very exact information has been obtained as to the tribes which have 
been guilty of piracy, especially from the important reports of Messrs. Muntinghe, 
Tobias, Halewijn, and Van Angelbeek. : . 

b. The Colonial Navy, supported by a flotilla of armed cruizers, has done 
much in protecting the trade of the inhabitants of the coasts, and in pursuing the 
pirates in the open sea. 

c. Important maritime expeditions were undertaken in 1822 to destroy 
the haunts of pirates established on the north-west coast of Celebes ; in 1823, 
to destroy those established in the Island of Ceram and in the Moluccas; and 
in 1828, to put an end to the piracies of the Sultan of Matam, on the west coast 
of Borneo. 

d. By the occupation of the Island of Biliton in 1821, a stop was put to 
the ravages which the pirates committed in that neighbourhood. 

e. The result of the Treaty concluded in 1824 with England, was on the part of 
the Netherlands, the mission of an Envoy to Singapore, charged to confer with the 
English Resident as to the means to be employed to suppress piracy by force of 
arms, and to put himself at once in communication with the Princes of Linga. It 
does not appear that the British Government has taken any similar steps. 

Ff. In order to suppress piracy, the Dutch Government has concluded 
Treaties with the Princes of Linga and of Riouw, with those of the southern 
and western coasts of Borneo, viz., of Banjermassin, Pontianak, Sambas, 
Mampawa, Simpang, Matam, and Succadana; with the Princes of Celebes 
comprised in the celebrated Bongais Treaty ; with the chiefs of Menado; with 
the Princes of Ternate and Tidor in the Moluccas; and lastly, with the chiefs of 
the coasts of New Guinea. 


Part the Second. 1830—1835. 


Governor-General Van den Bosch found the affairs of Java more calm. 
The rebel Prince Dipo Negoro was subdued. Different kinds of culture were 
undertaken on a larger scale. The commerce and navigation of the Indian 
Archipelago did riot escape the ‘corisideration ‘nor the protection of the new 
Governor-General. In order to meet the evils which piracy caused, he got 
together what remained of the cruizing boats of the Residencies, and having added 
to them a number of schooners of small draft of water, he confided the com- 
mand of the flotilla to M. D. H. Kolff, an intelligent officer of the Colonial 
Navy. At fixed periods these vessels, in concert with those of the Royal and 
Colonial Navies, undertook oi paar against the pirates. Every year they 
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followed them up even to their haunts, to make an example of them, to burn 
their ships, to carry off their arms, and to spread terror and confusion even 
among the pirates themselves. A new spirit was manifested, and the pirates 
were to be attacked more vigorously than ever. We find it noted that in May 
1830, it was resolved to construct 20 ships, to form a flotilla ; of these 16 were 
ready in August 1831, and it was decided that 14 more should be constructed. 

In September 1830, two villages were ravaged on the coast of Banka, and 63 
persons carried off by the pirates. The coasts of Lampong, on the south side 
of the Island of Sumatra, were also infested with robbers; but a good number 
were seized and sent into exile at Banda. In consequence of the Treaty 
concluded with the Sultan of Linga, the Viceroy of Riouw intrusted his son 
with an expedition in the neighbourhood of Poeloe Boeaya, in July 1830; and 
his success was equal to the expectation conceived. Two of the principal chiefs 
were taken prisoners and condemned to hard labour for the rest of their lives. 
The Sultan of Linga, by a new Treaty to which we will revert hereafter, bound 
himself to further more energetically the measures of the Government. 

At the request of the Governor-General (December 9, 1830), M. Pretorius, 
the Resident of Palembang, and M. Du Buy, the Resident at Banka, furnished, 
in their reports of the 17th and 29th January, 1831, valuable information 
respecting the pirates of Djambi, Rété, and other places on the east coast of 
Sumatra; information of which use was subsequently made. 


In March 1831, the Government of India ratified the Treaty concluded 
with Radja Akil, in his character of Sultan of Succadana (western coast of 
Borneo): this Treaty, which we have already referred to, included several 
Articles relating to piracy. In the same month, an expedition, under the 
command of M. Hardy de Vicques, left Macassar, and the Government knew 
how to do justice to the courage displayed by that officer on the occasion. 
In September of the same year, our troops had to sustain a sanguinary conflict 
with the Atsjinese pirates, in the neighbourhood of the Isle of Ongé, on the 
coast of Sumatra. Lieutenant Everts there lost his life; and the Agent, 
Bonnet, was seriously wounded. The Government of India obtained for the 
latter the decoration of the military Order of William. The piracies of the 
Astjmese sensibly diminished, when the news of the success of our troops on the 
northern coast of Sumatra reached them. 

The audacity of the pirates in the Straits of Malacca continued to injure the 
commerce of England in those parts, and although the authorities at Singa- 
pore were obstinately opposed to all measures, even after the steps taken by the 
Dutch Government in 1825, of which we have given the details above, the 
Governor-General of British India thought fit to propose by letter, dated 4th 
March, 1831, that we should unite our efforts to put a stop to this calamity. It is 
very remarkable that the Government of British India made no mention on this 
occasion, of the propositions which we had made as to the mode of carrying 
into effect the Treaty of 1824, on the subject of piracy. The Government of 
Java appear, however, to have understood their position, and Governor-General 
Van den Bosch contented himself with giving the following simple reply (dated 
29th December, 1°31) :— : 

“I need not assure you, my Lord, that I shall not be less disposed than 
your Excellency to co-operate in measures for the protection of the coasts, and 
of commerce and navigation, and that I shall make use of every means to obtain 
this end.” 

It was not the Treaty of 1824 which caused the English Government to 
take this step, but simply the danger. Vice-Admiral Sir C. E. Owen had fallen in 
with a flotilla of pirates in the Straits of Malacca; and had seen, on the north- 
east coast of Bintang, 6 pirate vessels, the crews of which had made a descent 
in that neighbourhood. 

The Dutch Government, in conformity to the answer given to the English 
Governor, hastened to make fresh demonstrations towards the Sultan of Linga, 
and concluded a treaty with him, by which the Sultan engaged to punish with 
death, all within his States who should be found guilty of piracy. By order of 
the Government, Captain Kolff drew up a report on the best general measures to 
be taken. The Captain proposed: Ist. To forbid, absolutely, the use of vessels 
called penjajaps and kakaps. 2nd. To compel those calling themselves 
“Orang Laut,” on the coasts of Biliton and Linga, to establish themselves on 
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land, and to give up their kakaps, they being indemnified for the loss of them. 
8rd. To devote Prince’s Island, in the Straits of Sunda, to agricultural pur- 
suits to be undertaken by the pirates. 4th. To allow no other Indian vessels 
than junks, paduakans, toops, pantjallangs, and sampangs. And 5th. To fix the 
quantity of arms that Indian vessels intended for trade might have on board. 
Moreover, the Governor-General desired the superior officers to obtain more 
complete information respecting the pirates. The report of M. Smulders, the 
Resident at Bantam, dated 15th October, 1831, contains many particulars 
worthy of attention. We have also before us a report, dated 15th October, 
1830, prepared by the Pangeran Said Hassan Alhabashy, who had been some 
years before charged with a mission to Bali and Sumbawa. This report is 
written in Malay ; the following is a translation : 

“T found myself, on the 7th June, 1824, in consequence of the mission 
with which I was charged to Bali and Sumbawa, with the Resident of Banjoc- 
wangi, just at the moment when some persons who came from Bali Lombok 
arrived at Banjoewangi on commercial business. These persons stated that 
they had met at Bali 90 Ilanoun piratical prahus, the crews of which were 
composed of different nations. Shortly after, news arrived that these piratcs 
were in the neighbourhood of Java, and had intercepted some traders there. 
The war frigate ‘Komeet’ was quickly dispatched against the pirates. I do 
not know what became of the frigate after her departure, for I set out for Bali 
Badong. Ihad heard that Bali, an independent island in the midst of the 
Dutch possessions in India, was the rendezvous of a mass of evil-disposed 
persons, and that it was very desirable that their movements should be closely 
watched; and that these people must be driven from the neighbourhood so 
close to the Isle of Java, as otherwise the neighbouring seas would afford no 
security. From 1824 to 1827 the pirates in question remained in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bali, either pillaging the merchant-vessels or annoying them 
during their voyages. They generally betrayed much cowardice; but at times, 
like wild beasts driven by hunger from their lairs, they pillaged without dis- 
tinction everything that fell in their way; they even attacked ships close to 
the eastern shore of Java, between Bezoeki and Soemanap. Once, however, 
Lieutenant Brodie, commanding the schooner of the Royal Navy ‘Iris,’ chanced 
to fall in with these pirates. This officer addressed a report in 1827 to the 
Government, of what took place on the occasion. The pirates at length 
abandoned their old haunts in 1828, towards the end of the summer mon- 
soon. Some of them betook themselves to the Island of Kangean (Residency 
of Soemanap), carried off 300 inhabitants and took them to Poeloe Laut, on 
the eastern cuast of Borneo, where they established themselves and dividcd the 
booty which they had acquired. 

On the eastern coast of Borneo, in the neighbourhood of Poeloe Laut, 
there is a place called Bankailen, the chief of which, Hadji Java, originally 
from Borneo, favoured piracy for a long time. Bankaalen had hitherto been a 
place of rendezvous for all the pirates who came to join Hadji Java. One 
of the persons of my suite whom I had sent to find one of my toops 
which had disappeared together with ils juragan, returned from Pagatan 
not long ago to announce that the toop in question was at Bankaalen, in 
the power of Hadji Java. The chief of Pagatan, named Mohamed Jaha 
Arbatooh, to whom the Resident of Banjermassin had written on the subject, 
had the vessel sent back to me from Bankaalen to Surabaya, under an cscort. 


During his stay at Bankaalen my messenger saw the pirate vessels arrive with . 


some of the prisoners taken at Kangean. He observed also that the piratcs 
gave up apart of their booty to Hadji Java: the pirate vessels set out, again 
shortly afterwards. 

“ The pirates in question came originally from Magindano; they are called 
Ilanouns. Many among them are of Alfoeran origin, and are known under the 
denomination of Joebiloeais ; they come from Gilolo, and have given themselves 
up to piracy in concert with the Ilanouns. Some among them also come from 
Celebes and the islands in the neighbourhood of Saleyer. The number of their 

us is estimated at 90. 

“ Besides the pirates, another race of men is found at Bankaalen, called 
Rayats, who also live by piracy ; it is they who infest the coasts of Java. It is 
highly necessary that their retreat ra be discovered. The best mode of 
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suppressing them would be to carry destruction into the places where the pirates 
are secretly protected. This course was adopted with reference to the asylum 
afforded to the pirates at the mouth of the River Matam in the Island of 
Borneo. The frigate ‘Bellona’ was sent thither under the command of 
Captain Dibbetz; the pirates were beaten and driven out, and the Government 
established at Succadana, Major Radja Akil, to whom the territory was ceded. 

“He ought to attach the greatest value to this concession, and have con- 
stantly before his mind the end for which the Government placed him in that 

sition, and in fact to omit nothing that his duty requires of him. He is 
found to make every effort to discover the haunts of pirates, and for this 
purpose he has to send one of his own relations to explore the coast of Borneo 
to the south of Succadana, as far as Poeloe Laut. 

“ At every place where the pirates resort, they find people who fall in with 
their views, who assist in supplying them with provisions or in other things, and 
who receive a part of their booty; thus becoming accomplices in the piracies, 
they ought to feel in the same degree the effects of the anger of the Govern- 
ment. Before the expedition was sent against the pirates of Borneo, the mer- 
chant-vessels were annoyed incessantly (with the exception of a few more fortu- 
nate than the rest), and met with many obstacles in their voyages; but since 
that expedition, piracy has diminished. This is a further proof, that if they 
succeeded in destroying the haunts of the pirates, the merchants would meet 
with no further difficulties, and then only could it be said that the seas are 
secure. 

“It is not long that I heard from some traders coming from Djambi, 
that two places, situate, one at the mouth of the Djambi, and the other at the 
mouth of the Rété, to the west of the River Palembang, were the retreats of 
pirates. They were Ilanouns, according to their account. It is more especially 
in the Straits of Banka that they commit their robberies; it has even happened 
that they have made descents upon the Island of Banka, and pillaged and 
ravaged the villages, to the great detriment of the merchants. The neighbour- 
hood of Banka enabled them frequently to repeat their ravages; it therefore 
becomes necessary to take rigorous measures to disperse these pirates, and to 
expel them from their fastnesses, and thus re-establish tranquillity among the 
inhabitants of Banka. 

“It is now some years since the Island of Biliton became the resort of 
pirates from different quarters, who in order to devote themselves to piracy 
received from their accomplices in Biliton vessels and goods stolen elsewhere. 
The inhabitants dwell partly on the island and partly in vessels around the 
island. These last, known by the name of Sekats, live on sago, and upon what 
the sea supplies them with, Fifty or sixty of these vessels are generally seen 
together, and each carries four or five men with women and children, who 
pass their lives in them, and transport themselves from place to place to find 
subsistence. ‘Their vessels are called gobang-prahus, and their chief resource is 
piracy. After this statement, it would evidently be dangerous altogether to 
overlook Biliton. It would be better to place upon it some trustworthy person 
who should watch in order to prevent any pirate from going to seek an ayslum 
there. It must not be forgotten that Banka is close to Biliton, and that from 
want of watchfulness the relations with the former of these islands might be 
interrupted. 

“Jn 1809, it was proposed to the Government to build some vessels of a 


‘ peculiar construction, called korra korra, for the purpose of employing them 


against the pirates; but this proposition came to nothing. Other measures 
were subsequently proposed with a view to drive the pirates from the seas in the 
neighbourhood of Java, since which the Government has declared itself disposed 
to have another kind of cruizing vessels constructed, called kolek trangganoe, 
and these vessels, properly rigged, manned, and armed, were to be so distributed 
as that each residence should have its own cruizing vessel. 

“These cruizing vesscls happen sometimes to fall in with pirates; but 
generally they are quickly recognised by them, owing to their quick sight, and 
they immediately make all sail to escape the cruizers. If by chance they find that 
they are followed rather too closely, they row against the wind, which they can 
easily do, for their vessels are lightly built, fast sailers, and carry no cargo; 
and from precisely contrary causcs, it is impossible for the cruizers to catch the 
pirates. If all the expenses incurred for the construction of these cruizers had 
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been devoted to expeditions for the purpose of destroying the haunts of the 
pirates, there perhaps would scarcely be a single piratical vessel in existence, or at 
least the fear which such expeditions would have spread far and wide would have 
hindered them from putting to sea; for there is not a man among them who at 
the recital of the terrible punishment inflicted, does not experience the utmost 
alarm. The pirates would then learn to fear the power of the Dutch Government 
in India, a power which extends fom east to west ; and overcome by this fear, 
they would renounce piracy of their own accord. 

« Another band of pirates have come from Djohor, in the Peninsula of Ma- 
lacca. The population there is divided into two castes, one of which, called Saky 
dwell continually on land, whilst the other, the Rayats, are always on the sea in 
vessels which bear the names of gobang, kakap, and penjajap. When Djohor 
was governed by a Malay Prince, both of them were under his orders, but from 
want of proper data, it is very difficult to learn how long this state of things has 
lasted. The little we can learn is from oral testimony. 

“These Rayats form various subdivisions, each of which, known in the 
dialect of the country as a Soekoe, is subject to a chief called the Ratin. All these 
chiefs are dependent upon one superior, the Pengrah, appointed by the Sovereign. 
As the Rayats follow no occupation, such as the cultivation of rice, &€., to require 
their attention on land, they go from coast to coast with their vessels, seeking 
subsistence. Their food consists of sago, of fish, or whatever the sea affords. All 
the clothing they have is a piece of coarse stuff to cover their nakedness: the 
rest of the body is entirely bare ; for they seem to be inured to cold, and scarcely 
affected by heat. They infer from certain signs whether or not there will be 
much rain ; whether there will be fine weather or storm. They carry no compass ; 
to guide them they observe the stars by night and the sun by day. They knowif 
their vessel be near a rock or sandbank. They know the depth of the sea by the 
colour of the water by day, and by the light reflected from its surface by night. 
They obtain this experience from being constantly on the water. These Rayats 


are easily recognised by numerous actions that betray their nature, which is’ 


repulsive; moreover, both men and women spread around them an insupportable 
smell; their very look inspires disgust. 

“If we are to believe what some say with respect to their laws, the Rayats 
punish great crimes by impaling the delinquents. For this purpose they fix 
in the ground a stake six feet long; this stake has at the end a piece of iron 
three feet long, with a very sharp point. The delinquent is fixed upon this 
point, which penetrates to the skull, and he is left in that position till death 
ensues. In another case they content themselves with tying together the hands 
and feet of the culprit, and then attach him to a stake fixed in water six feet 
deep: according to the gravity of the crime, he remains in that state half a 
day, and is sometimes three days and three nights before he recovers his liberty, 
When, contrary to usage, other penalties are applied to the Rayats, they take 
to flight; whole soekoes abandon the territory of their Princes, and go to 
seek refuge at Borneo or Sumatra, or other islands, where they hope toobtain 
the means of living. In time all these fugitives become pirates. ‘Thcy scek 
in preference those who show a readiness to assist them; it is thus that they 
obtain from the petty Princes of Sumatra and Borneo, rice, stores, and arms, on 
condition that the booty they make shall be. divided into three parts, two for 
the pirates, and the third for those who have supplied them with necessaries. 
In their language these necessaries are called pelaboer ; and amongst those who 
supply them a custom exists, known by the name of uyoeman among the pirates, 
which means, give one and take two; whence it is supposed that these pcople 
make double profit by this means. In consequence of their understanding with 
the pirates, they have the right to draw their part of all booty, whether it be 
gold, silver, precious stones of great value, pieces of copper weighing more than 
a picul, or lastly, handsome women. Before the pirates start, the chiefs give to 
themselves the title of Panglima ; and those who assist the piratcs furnish every 
Panglima with rice, opium, and stores, according 10 the number of men he has 
under his orders. 

“The pirates only set out during the east monsoon; in the month of 
March, as soon as the east monsoon begins to be felt and the sca is calm, the 
pirates quit their retreats, and betake themselves to places where they hope to 
meet with some merchant-vessel. So soon as a vessel is in sight they start in 
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pursuit, surround them with their small craft, and board. If the merchantman 
contrives to escape the pirates he can continue his route without fear; in the 
contrary case, the vessel is delivered up to pillage, and the crew are either 
murdered or made prisoners. Such is the conduct of the pirates during the whole 
of the east monsoon; those who manage to possess themselves of a vessel, 
immediately take it to their haunts ; whilst the others, who have not had a 
similar chance, await the end of the monsoon before they think of returning. 
From the month of November or December no pirates are met with at sca; 
they then betake themselves to their haunts, and are occupied in dividing the 
spoils of the season. Then also they indemnify the avidity of their accomplices 
for the advances they have made tl em, whether in stores or provisions, &c. 
This period is to them a time of rejoicing: the day is passed in cock-fighting, 
the night in smoking opium ; so that at the end of two or three days this booty, 
obtained with so much trouble, is dissipated, and they have to plan new acts ot 
iracy. 

: eg there were nothing to fear from pirates there are many placcs in the 
Dutch possessions which would reach a high state of prosperity ; the inhabitants 
would have nothing to fear by sea or by land. It was for this reason that I at 
first resolved to learn the habits of the pirates, in order that this subject might 
receive the necessary consideration. I have since felt it my duty to commu- 
nicate to the Government all that I know of the haunts of the piratcs, hoping 
that some day these deti.!!s might be found useful. 

“When any expedition has been determined on, the Radja Akil, well 
skilled as he is in all that concerns these matters, should take part in it, together 
with his subjects. In an expedition of this nature, brigs and schooners of war, 
and not large ships, drawing much water, should be used, for the sea being 
shallow along the coasts of Sumatra and Borneo, larger vessels would be com- 
pelled to anchor at too great a distance from the shore. The expedition ought 
to be accompanied by boats, conducted so as to be navigable in places where 
there is not above 5 or 6 feet of water, and yet to hold soldiers, These boats, 
made as light as possible, narrow and not much out of the water, so as to shoot 
rapidly through the sea, provided with oars on both sides, and copper swivel guns, 
would be of the utmost service during the expedition, and would enable us to 
pursue the pirates even close to the shore. 

“My experience in these matters would lead me to advise, that as to mili- 
tary operations, they should be left to the direction of the head of the expedition. 
All the preparatory arrangements being settled, the time chosen should be 
when they have returned to their retreats with their booty. From fear of the 
ravages which the worm makes in their boats, they are accustomed every three 
months to draw them up high and dry, and overhaul those parts which are 
usually under water. If the pirates could be surprised at such a moment, we 
should be sure to succeed in dispersing them, and to seize their boats as they lie 
dry upon the shore. 

“On the arrival of the expedition at one of their retreats, the chief in com- 
mand should cause it to be blockaded on the side next the sea, by means of brigs 
and schooners, in order to cut off in that direction, the escape of the pirates; but 
as those vessels can only approach the shore up to a certain distance, it would 
be necessary, by means of boats drawing less water, to close every outlet by 
which the pirates could escape. The pirates will not attempt to open a passage 
through the fleet, but in their alarm they will endeavour to escape with their 
vessels along the coast, as close in shore as possible, either by means of sails or 
oars; but by placing boats close to the shore, their last means of escape would 
be closed against them; forced then to abandon their boats, they would flee on 
land, and their boats might be burnt. 

“The haunts of the pirates once destroyed, the news would quickly spread that 
the Dutch Government had resolved to put down piracy; and the only parties 
left to deal with would be those who had afforded the pirates every kind of sup- 
port. To this end agents should be dispatched to all the petty chiefs, or soi- 
disant Princes of these people, in order to treat with them kindly, and to make 
them confirm the treaties with an oath, according to the custom of the country. 
All the Chiefs in Borneo and Sumatra should then be told that if in future piracies 
should be committed in their territories, which they could not prevent, they must 
immediately give information to the Government, in default of which they would 
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themselves be treated as pirates.. It would be necessary also that the Government 
should distribute on all sides publications in the language of the country, point- 
-ing out the severals acts by which they would expose themselves to the anger of 
the Government.” 

Thus far, therefore, we have the considerations of the Pangeran Said 
Hassan Alhabashy, which are so much the more worthy of attention, as this 
Malay Prince knows better than we do the manners and customs of the different 
races in the Indian Archipelago. Let us next see what Captain Kolff says in his 
report of Ist November, 1831, after having had under notice all the details to be 
obtained respecting piracy. ; 

“ Amongst the colonies which may be considered to have given themselves 
up to piracy in the Indian Archipelago (the Government not being at the time at 
open war with any native Prince), we must name the inhabitants of some scat- 
tered islands and shores of difficult approach, called Rayats, and some petty 
Princes, either fugitives or exiles, who came to establish themselves among 
them with their family and slaves; their number, however, is small. These 
Princes wander about, without settling anywhere. 

“They are principally nobles come from the Bay of Magindano and from the 
State of Berou (Borneo); inhabitants of a group of islands to the north of the 
River Passir (Borneo) ; pirates chased away from Cayeli (Boeroe); nobles, fugitives 
from the north-east coast of Almahéra (Gilolo) and from the south-east coast 
of Celebes; or the nobles of Pontianak without occupation; the inhabitants 
of islands situate about and near to Linga; the Radja Bagoes on the River 
Siak ; the turbulent shore population of Matam and Kottawaringin ; that of 
the shore of Biliton on the east and south coast; and the population of the 
north-east coast of the Bay of Boni (Celebes). 

“The fugitives of Magindano and those of the river of Berou have the most 
formidable vessels; the guns they use are of heavy calibre ; their vessels are 
called Lanongs. Sometimes these pirates pass five or six years without returning 
home ; they make their ordinary abode during the time in the islands at the 
mouth of the Djambi. They actually seem to be established there, at least 
they have erccted there some light batteries, and their power is even such 
that the Prince of Djambi finds himself unable to expel them from his States, and 
has been obliged for this purpose to apply to the Government for assistance. 

“The Rayats who inhabit the group of islands to the north of the Strait.of 
Mangkasser are but little civilized ; they are sustained by the inhabitants of the 
Islands of Sooloo and Magindano. They cruize with penjajaps and other small 
vessels in the neighbourhood of Poeloe Laut, a short distance from the shore, 
and their cruise being ended, they regain their retreats. 

“The pirates and fugitives of Cayéli, after the punishment inflicted two 
years ago on the inhabitants of that place, have united themselves with the 
pirates established in the islands at the mouth of the Djambi; as well as some 
fugitives of importance from Tobello, on the north-east coast of Gilolo. 

“« Amongst the fugitives of Celebes I rank a certain Daing Magissi (called also 
Passota), who has established himself in the Island of Boneraté, one of the 
islands situated to the north of Sumbawa. He is expected to assemble before long 
a considerable force. : 

“ By the nobles of Pontianak without occupation, I allude to the children 
and relatives of the Prince, who, regarding the grandeur of their family, ought.to 
think of getting their livelihood, but who with this view, under the pretence of 
devoting themselves to commerce, betake themselves in well-armed penjajaps 
to the neighbourhood of Biliton. There they let out their vessels to pirates, or 
taking on board some of the shore population, they take to piracy on their own 
account, following in this respect the example of some grandees of Linga, of 
Riouw, and other places opposite Linga, on the south coast of Sumatra. 

“The Radja Bagoes established on the River Siak is known to be one of 
the most dangerous pirates ; his course extends to the Straits of Malacca, in the 
possessions of the English. Some time since this Radja Bagoes, in consequence 
of a quarrel with the Sultan of Siak, was forced to quit the States of the latter 
with all his followers. It is said that he has gone to establish himself at the 
north-west of the mouth of the Siak in one of the creeks opposite Malacca. 

“In many places near to Kottawaringin and Matam, and especially m 
certain creeks and scattered villages, the inhabitants live by piracy, and obtain 
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‘their ammunition and necessaries from Kottawaringin and Kayang, near Matam. 
-although they pretend not to tolerate them. ~ : 


“The inhabitants of the coasts of Biliton dwell almost always on the sea, 
sometimes in huts built on the shore, but oftener in their own vessels. Although 
small in number these pirates are formidable on the coasts of Java; they 
can reckon upon the support and assistance of the principal places in the 
neighbourhood. ; 

“The vessels that the pirates principally use are penjajaps, kakaps, and 
lanongs. 

@ A penjajap is a sort of boat of light construction, sharp and very long ; 
their size varies; they have generally two masts, with square sails. They are 
quite open, except that at the stern there is a sort of cabin with a small coop, 


- which serves for the chief to live in, and as a magazine for arms. They carry 


in the bows two guns of larger or smaller calibre, the mouth of which is 
thrust through a bulwark made of wood, always in the direction of the keel of 
the vessel. ‘The larger penjajaps carry besides this, swivels resting upon the 
bulwarks ; the smaller ones only carry one or two swivel guns, supported on a 
beam. Twenty or thirty rowers, sitting on benches covered with matting, 
impart to the boats with their short oars a rapid movement, either forward or 
backward. The smaller the vessel the quicker its progress; for this reason, 
in those expeditions for which the pirates have collected together a great 
number of vessels, they leave the larger ones behind some island, reserving 
them for the purpose of covering a more important attack, whilst they proceed 
on their piratical projects with the smaller craft. ‘ 

“A kakap is a small light vessel, quite open, provided with an oar at the 
stern, and in which they use either oars or skulls. They only carry one mast, 
with a single square sail. Like the penjajaps, they are made of very light wood, 
the planks of which are fastened by wooden pegs, and tied with reeds; they 
draw but little water, and accompany the larger penjajaps, like the boats of a 
large vessel. A native never goes to sea with a single kakap; and one may be 
sure when a kakap is met with, that the penjajaps are not far off. The largest 
are from 20 to 25 feet long, and are manned from the crew of the penjajap to 
which they belong; for this purpose eight or ten of the bravest men are 
selected. During calm weather the pirates run along the coast in these kakaps, 
or ascend the small rivers, trusting to the rapidity of their movements, and 
knowing well that if they are taken unawares, they can always run ashore, and 
fly with their little fleet into the wood. 

“A lanong is the largest species of piratical vessel yet known; they arc, 
however, the least formidable, and the least numerous. They are built at 
Magindano, on the River Berou, and some other places in that neighbourhood. 
They generally carry a couple of guns in the bows, and some swivels on either 
side. The crew, like those of the vessels we have spoken of, is armed with sorhe 
muskets, a good number of pikes (or bamboos, the point of which has been 
blackened in the fire), Alewangs, crids, &c. Some of these vessels are from 
sixty to seventy feet long, with two or three banks of oars or skulls, like the 
kora koras of the Moluccas; the rigging is nearly the same as that of the 
common penjajaps. The lanongs draw much water, and move heavily, either 
with sails or oars. For some years they have been but rarely met with to the 
south of Borneo, and from what I can learn, they have become almost unknown 
to sailors. They only serve to protect the rivers in the neighbourhood of the 
native Princes who inhabit the northern parts of the Archipelago. 

“The pirates are on the move from the Ist of May to the end of November; 
the rest of the year, during the west monsoon, they prepare for the following 
season, either in their ordinary retreats, or in the place where their last equip- 
ment was made. 

‘“* But a great number of them make their way back to their haunts in the 
midgt of the east monsoon, in July, August, and September, especially when 
they have succeeded in getting some booty by that time; but then they make 
another expedition during the months of October and November. 

“The mode of carrying on their piracies is not always the same, it varies 
according to the personal character of the pirates and the neighbourhood from 
which they set out. In general these wretches exhibit little courage, and they 
are all supplied with powder and shot. Mistrust and jealousy often reign 
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amongst them. They fear extremely the armed ships of war of the Govern- 1831 
ment; and it is only in cases of urgent necessity, and when there is no other 
chance for them, that they decide upon attacking an armed vessel. Scarcely a 
third of their crews takes part in any conflict, and among the combatants it is 
necessary to place three or four chiefs or champions called Panglima. The rest 
of the. crew is composed of stupid mercenaries, slaves, or prisoners. 

. Towards the end of the west monsoon, the grandees among them, or 
the inhabitants of distant islands, and of those places in general where piracy is 
secretly encouraged, betake themselves with their penjajaps and other vessels, to 
the places infested by the pirates of inferior rank, and either sell their vessels, or 
lend them for hire; and these boats, provided with passports and all that is 
necessary, are sometimes more dangerous than the regular pirates ; for under 
the pretext of fishing for agar-agar and tripang, they approach the islands, and 
when opportunity offers, during the calms, they cut off and pillage the small 
merchant and ficiug vessels which come within their reach. j 

“The pirates established in the creeks of Saba, Rété, and on the River 
Indragiri, disperse. a small part of their force round the Islands of Brahalla, 
Allang Tiga, and others in the neighbourhood. They wait for the merchant 
vessels coming from the north or south, take advantage of a calm to attack them, 
pillage them, and then carry off their booty, and such prisoners as they spare, to 
the market at Jambi, and to other markets on the coast of Sumatra. The Arabs, 
who are especially engaged in this trade, buy all the booty, which they sell else- 
where, without the least fear of being disturbed. 

“« Another party of these pirates cruize in the Straits of Banka; they do not 
covtent themselves with pillaging unarmed merchant-vessels ; many times they 
have been seen, with the assistance of the robbers who abound in the places 
where the Government has no garrison, making a descent upon and carrying off 
the inhabitants, taking a large booty, and regaining their haunts with impunity. 

“The islands in the neighbourhood of Linga furnish a great number of 
pirates, who under the name of Linganese, go at the end of the west monsoon 
towards the coast of Java, with about 10 penjajaps and kakaps. They remain 
together about the Thousand Islands, to the north of Batavia, which is their 
rendezvous during the east monsoon ; but then they leave in this neighbourhood 
some of their largest vessels, occupied in fishing for tripang, and having dispersed, 
they extend their piracies as far as the Straits of Sunda, along the coasts of Java, 
as far as Cheribon, and even further, if the season or the wind permits them. 

“The pirates on the coast of Biliton, as well as those of Borneo, without 
always uniting their expeditions, betake themselves, about the middle of April, 
* to the coast of Java, and select, like the Linganese, a place of rendezvous in the . 
Thousand Islands, or in the Islands of Karimon-Java and Rakit, whence they 
extend their ravages eastward of Cheribon as far as Sidayo. 

“In July and August, when the east winds are most violent, great numbers of 
pirates return to the place whence they set out ; especially those of Pandawangan, 
those who reside at Pengoedjang, in the neighbourhood of Kottawaringin and 
of Poeloe Laut. When not satisfied with their booty, they stop between 
the Islands of Karimon and Rakit, waiting for calms, and take advantage of 
the opportunity to repair their vessels. 

«We may be sure, so long as the east monsoon lasts, and especially in 
July, August and September, to meet with many piratical vessels among these 
islands. / 

“ Before the west monsoon begins to be felt, all the pirates have regained 
their haunts, and it is rarely that any one of them ventures to sea or along the 
coasts of Java during that season; the violent tempests and north winds which 
then prevail, render the navigation too dangerous for them, and make their 
return almost impossible. 

“The pirates of Poeloe Laut take in their crews at different places; the 
greater part of them come from the Rayat Isles along the north-east coast of: 
Borneo and the River Borou. Others prepare for their expeditions in some small 
principalities on the south-east coast of Borneo. : 

“ Generally, their runs do not extend beyond Oedjong Panka and the north 
coast of Madura, where the hidden creeks serve for a retreat during the 
months of August and September. They are seldom met with to the west of 
Oedjong Panka; it is especially in ue Straits of Bali, to the south of the 
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1831 Soemanap Islands, and along the north-east coast of Java, that they seize 
upon the small trading and fishing prahus. 

“It has always appeared to me that the inhabitants of the coasts and 
scattered villages to the east of Java and Madura, commit more ravages than 
the real pirates from the opposite shores. More than once, acts of violence have 
been attributed to the latter, of which the former alone have been guilty ; very 
recently the pillage of the dispatch boat of Fort Orange was at first attributed 
to the pirates; but it was soon proved that the real delinquents were the bandits 
of Madura.* 

“These pirates of Poeloe Laut also infest the Straits of Macassar and the 
south and south-west coasts of Celebes. 

“The pirates who dwell to the north of the Straits of Macassar, especially 
visit the north coast of Celebes, and take possession of numerous creeks 
westward of Menado. They rob merchant-vessels on their passage, make 
occasional descents on the scattered villages dependent of the Residency of 
Menado, and carry off the inhabitants. This coast of Celebes is also annoyed 
by pirates from the Islands of Sooloo and Magindano, who, under the pretence 
of trading, come with large vessels as far as the islands near the north-east point 
of Celebes, and during their stay there, equip kakaps and other similar vessels, 
and proceed immediately with their piracies, during May, June, and October, 
within the limits of the Residency of Menado. 

“They capture also every year a considerable number of prisoners, whom 
they sell as slaves in the Sooloo Islands or on the coast of Borneo. 

“Among the pirates who infest the north-east coast of Madura, and espe- 
cially the Islands of Soemanap and the Straits of Bali, are to be found, it is said, 
a large portion of the inhabitants of Boneraté, the most considerable of the 
islands to the south of Saleyer. In the month of March these pirates set 
out towards Sumbawa. They procure provisions on the east coast of Lombok 
by the assistance of the Bouginais established on that island, and proceed to 
cruize among the islands to the south of Saleyer, and even along the east 
coast of Java. 

“It is during the vecring about of the two monsoons that these pirates 
commit the greatest ravages. 

““When they approach the coast of Java, they generally stop between 
the rocks of Laut Tjottek as far as Salagaran. These rocks offer them a 
safe retreat; for in case of danger they find numerous outlets through which 
to escape an enemy; and the presence of sand-banks secures them from all 
attack from the sea. They do not return home until the end of November, 
when during their passage they touch a second time at Lombok and Sumbawa, 
to pay their debts with the booty they have taken. On their return to 
Boneraté they draw up their vessels between their houses, which are situated 
on the sea shore. They do not make the necessary repairs till just before 
they go to sea again. The west monsoon is for them a time of relaxation, 
which they spend in gambling, smoking opium, &c. 

“ These pirates find everywhere along the north coast of Mangary (Floris), 


* It appears that M. Kolff is mistaken on this point, for the facts were as follows :— 

In i831, one morning at 5 o'clock, the boat which comes every month from Surabaya to 
bring water, provisions, and pay, to Fort Orange (now Fort Erfprins), was taken by pirates above 
Grissé. It is supposed that there was in the boat a European sergeant, a midshipman named 
Cornelis, an old woman with a European infant (or at least of a European father), and some 
Javanese rowers. 

The sergeant was murdered, and the midshipman grievously wounded, but the Jatter had the 
presence of mind, after having jumped into the sea, to support himself unperceived on the rudder. 
The pirates having pillaged the vessel abandoned her; and the midshipman, saved by some fishermen 
of the coast of Java, escaped most miraculously from almost certain death, All the rest were made 

risoners. 
: After this, the Resident of Riouw learned that there was at Galang, among the pirates, a woman 
with a white child. He sent there immediately some spies disguised as small traders to recover the 
prisoners, or, in case of necessity, to buy them. The pirates, being wary, and finding that the Resi- 
dent was cognisant of the affair, were afraid of being convicted of the robbery, ard kept their 
prisoners longer than usual. ‘They sent the woman and the child to Pahang, on the eastern coast of 
the Peninsula of Malacca, and sold them there. 

Through the assistance of an Arab merchant well-known in these quarters, and with the 
co-operation of Mr. Bonham, Resident at Singapore, they succeeded in recovering the woman and 
child after an interval of six months, and they were sent back to Surabaya. The Arab and his 
assistants were well rewarded. In the Decree of the Indian Government of May 19, 1832, No. 20, 
this affair is mentioned. i 
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shelter and places from whence they can procyre whatever they require. 1831 


Amongst those places, are specially pointed out the River Riao, in the iidst 
of the Island of Mangary, Salat Moelo on the west, and Larantoeka on the east. 

“Since the employment of small cruizers, almost equal in size to the prahu of 
the pirates, and drawing no more water, it is to be hoped that piracy will soon be 
almost, if not entirely, extinct. Experience has shown the necessity of returning 
to this most efficacious measure, which had been unadvisedly abandoned : for our 
colonial vessels could but rarely penetrate into those places where their presence 
was most required. . 

«« And now if it is desired that these expeditions against the pirates should 
prove efficacious ; if it be desired to prevent these brigands, driven from the places 
where they stop under pretext of commerce, from assembling themselvcs else- 
where and finding a retreat amongst the natives, the following are the measures 
which appear to me to be the best to attain that object : 

“1st. It would be necessary to send to the Princes of the principal States within 
the limits of our possessions, letters or notices, with the usual formalities, accom- 
panied by presents, by which they shall be forbidden to tolerate any pirate in their 
neighbourhood, still less to allow the introduction of stolen goods and the sale of 
Javanese prisoners, on pain of being punished according to the gravity of the cir- 
cumstances. 

*2ndly. One of the most necessary measures, and most in accordance with 
the wishes of the native merchants, will be to proscribe henceforth the use of 
penjajaps or lanongs, and to forbid their construction in future. A notice should 
be issued, stating that all vessels of the kind, manned by more than ten men, and 
carrying a piece of ordnance, with netting, or appelan, the size of which shall ex- 
ceeds three koyangs, shall be immediately seized and confiscated wherever found, 
for the benefit of the country or of the person who shall seize it, the whole with- 
aut prejudice to the judicial proceedings which shall be instituted against the 
owner and the crew of the vessel, according to circumstances. 

‘‘ Whatever appears harsh and arbitrary in this measure might be softened 
by offering to the owner to give up to the Government all vessels of this 
description for a fair indemnity. 

“3rdly. Henceforth no merchant-vessel of less that 10 koyangs should be 
allowed to have on board any piece of artillery whatever; and all vessels with 
native rigging, of less than 50 koyangs, should not be allowed to carry more than 
2 Killas, or small canons, of 2 or 3, at most of 6 guns, 20 pikes or lances, a crid 
or a klewang for each of the men of the crew, with 50 rounds of ball for each 
gun, under pain of being considered as penjajap and confiscated accord ng to 

circumstances. . 

‘‘When the local authorities shall deem it advisable to make an exception to 
the prescribed rules in distant settlements, the fact should be mentioned in the 
passport, with the reasons for so doing. 

“‘4thly. As soon as these measures should have been published and put into 
execution, the cruizers now in use ought to be sent against the pirates under 
the convoy of one or more ships of war. The principal haunts which ought at 
first to engage the attention of Government, are,—Saba and the River Jambi, 
the small islands near Linga, the north-east coast of Borneo near Berou, and 
the south-east coast near Pulo Laut. 

‘ 5thly. As soon as the news should have been received of the arrival of 
pirates in the Karimon, or the Thousand Islands, all the cruizers of the settle- 
ments along the north-east coast of Java should be collected, placed under the 
orders of a competent person chosen by the local authorities, and then sent 
against those islands. I think that such an attack, especially against the pirates 
of the Karimon Islands, would seldom prove fruitless. 

“In conclusion, allow me to state that, from the experience of many years’ 
residence in the midst of pirates, and the authentic sources from which I have 
gathered the above information, these proposed measures against piracy appear 
to me to be the only ones from which prompt and efficacious results are to be 


-expected.” 


The pirates continued to show themselves in every direction. They were 
seen, as usual, in 1832, in Sunda Straits ; on the coasts of Bantam; off Cheribon; 
and.in November 1833, on the southern coast of Java, in the Bay of Soembreng. 
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1833 Between 1830 and 1833*, the political events consequent on the Belgian 
revolution, were the cause of an embargo having been put upon Dutch vessels, 
and of measures of vigilance having been adopted at Java, for the due execution 
of which the naval forces in the colonies might be required. No measures were, 
however, omitted which circumstances admitted of. At that period, small well 
armed steamers were sent from Holland. The pirates who showed themselves at 
Cheribon, were driven away by one of the cruizing boats of that establishment, 
after a determined resistance, in which the commander was killed. The second 
received from Government a splendid klewang (Indian sword) with an inscription, 
as a reward for his courageous conduct. 

In order to protect the Moluccas and other parts of our possessions in the 
Indian Archipelago, the Superintendent Commissary received several private 
instructions. 

The new Sultan of Ceram (Island of the Moluccas) having aided and protected 
the pirates of those regions, was sent to Javaas a prisoner. This was no doubt 
an act of severity; but the Papou pirates were not content with selling at 
Ceram the prisoners whom they had made in other islands; they even offered 
their own countrymen for sale, whom they led from market to market, tied two 
and two.}+ 

At Celebes, the Island of Tana Tjampea, south of Saleyer, was chosen to 
settle some pirates in as labourers. This was a project of Prince Daing Man- 
gassing of Boneraté. On the other hand, an expedition was sent against the 
pirates from Bima and Sumbawa. Seven of their vessels were met and partly 
captured off the Island of Soemadang. On that occasion, 42 prisoners were 
set at liberty. 

At Sumatra, the pirates who had established themselves on the River Jambi 
and in the creeks of Saba and its vicinity, were forced to decamp. Soon after a 
fort was erected by order of the Government on the borders of the River Jambi: 

As to Borneo, M. Kolff proposed to expel the pirates established at the 
mouth of the River Berou, on the eastern coast, and to chastise the pirates of the 
a pues Island of Pulo Laut. We shall see that this proposal was adopted 
and executed. 

Meanwhile we will quote a few observations addressed by the late M. J. N. 
Vosmaer to the Governor-General Van den Bosch, dated 25th November, 1833: 

“With the exception of the happy countries in which the influence of 
Europeans has, as it were, reformed the character of the natives, and modified it 
to that extent that the primitive vices of these inhabitants are now exceptions to 
‘the rule, we are obliged to acknowledge that the Indians are in general given 
to robbery. Add to these primitive views of their character a misplaced pride, - 
a natural indolence, a complete indifference as to what becomes of them, a 
wretched form of government, a religious fanaticism fed by the most stupid 
credulity, and a very backward state of civilization, and you have the sum total 
of the principles which impel whole tribes to make a trade of piracy, but which 
are at the same time the causes which make the suppression of that plague so 
difficult. 

‘In spite of all the measures which have been hitherto taken, the number 
of pirates has not diminished, and that circumstance, in addition to the resources 
which they possess, for obtaining better arms, renders them rather formidable. 
These are facts which it is impossible to deny; which we have learnt by expe- 
rience; and from which important consequences may be deducted, namely: that 
their means of procuring arms and munitions of war must have increased toa 
great extent; and also that, as to resistance to the obstacles they generally meet 
with in their undertakings, their means of obtaining munitions of war are so 
numerous, that every measure taken to oppose it would fail, and would not pro- 
duce any extraordinary change in the state of affairs. They can not only procure 
necessaries with money, but they find them in greater or less quantities in every 
vessel which they succeed in capturing. The next point, therefore, to be 
considered, is the means to be adopted vigorously to repress that power.” 


* The colonial colony was composed in 1833 of two guard-ships, three brigs, eleven schooners, 
and six gun-boats. 

+ See Notes taken during a voyage in the eastern part of the Indian Archipelago (‘* Aantee- 
keningen gehouden op cene reis in het oostelijk gedeelte van den Indischen Archipel”), inserted in 
the 8h year of the “ Tijdschrift voor Néerlanu’s Indié.” 
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“Although the pirates have been dispersed over almost the whole of the 1833 
Indian Archipelago, the author of this report will confine himself to the tribes 
which issue from the eastern part of this Archipelago. 

“ And among these pirates, the first we shall mention are the Lanounais, 
originally from Magindano; next, those of Sooloo and the Moluccas; and 
among the last are reckoned the pirates of Tomiki or Tobello, Taboenku, the 
Ceramese, the Papous, and, generally speaking, all those coming from the eastern 
part of the Archipelago, all sunk in the most barbarous paganism and belonging 
to the least civilized tribes of these regions. It is certain that all these tribes 
exercise their depredations to the east of Java. What we here mention equally 
concerns those of Magindano, at least those established in the Straits of Macassar. 
These pirates, from their number and power, ought to engage the serious 
attention of the Government. 

“ However important it may moreover be, to know the situation and strength 
of their haunts,—and for this they must necessarily have been visited,—it is no 
less useful to study the pirates at a distance; more particularly as it is the best 
manner of viewing their operations. 

“It must first be observed, that the pirates comprehended under the name of 
Magindanais, by virtue of a bond which unites them as well as their principal 
chiefs wherever they may be, are looked upon as a scattered people, who con- 
sider any spot they choose to light upon as their country. These bonds of 
relationship extend to tribes fixed in the interior of our possessions, particularly 
along the two coasts which form the Straits of Macassar. We must also 
notice the establishments of Berou and Bulongan, on the coast of Borneo, which 
furnish trade with the most precious commodities. These productions arrive by 
water from the interior; they are for the most part transported to the Sooloo 
Isles, where vessels which annually come from the Manilas, and Chinese 
junks, take in their cargoes. On the coast of Celebes these pirates have esta- 
blished themselves at Tontoli. This position seems to have many attractions 
for them. It was formerly their principal haunt, and before this shelter was 
destroyed by our soldiers and sailors in 1822, all their piratical excursions were 
directed from thence. I believe they have re-established themselves there, or at 
least all their prahus; be that as it may, it is from the Straits of Macassar 
that we have the greatest number of Magindano pirates. They set out towards 
the end of the western monsoon, in order to take advantage of the north wind, 
which then prevails in the Straits of Macassar, to reach the southern coast of 
the Celebes. They generally visit the Bay of Macassar, where the little 
island situated at the end of the bay affords them a safe retreat and a good 
view along the coast. The people on the coast are friendly to them, or at least, 
either through want of power or idleness, do not attempt to disturb the pirates. 

“ Having reached the Straits of Saleyer, the most northern of the three 
islands offers them another station favourable to their work of destruction. At 
this time and during the veering season, a great number of their prahus arrive in 
the straits and in the Gulf of Boni, as far up as the Patiero Point. They often 
go towards the south-eastern peninsula of the Celebes, in the Island of Kambyna 
or Kabeina, and in general in the Islands of Boeton, through the Straits of Tioro, 
as far as the little Island of Laboean Belanda, situated at the northern extremity 
of the Strait of Boeton. As these latitudes are much frequented by trading 
prahus, they afford them excellent points of observation, and chances of pillage 
are not unfrequent. It is about this time that the Tobello pirates are most often 
to be seen, and that the natives, obliged by circumstances, not only live with the 
Magindanese in a friendly manner, but mix with them and follow them in their 
excursions. Towards the end of the eastern monsoon they leave these islands to 
visit Saleyer and the islands situated to the south of it, and when the wind 
favours them, they infest the coasts of Mangary or Floris, and the islands of the 
Straits of Allas. Their stay on the southern coasts of the islands depends on 
circumstances ; during the greater part of the year they could easily return to 
the northern isles of the Straits of Saleyer, the southern coast of Celebes, or the 
Straits of Macassar. The smaller prahus hasten to take advantage of this 
protection for their return; there are others whose stay on these coasts, even 
under ordinary circumstances, is prolonged to three years, before they return to 
their country. 

“We may therefore conclude from the above, that the same pirates infest 
during the first half of the year the coasts of the Celebes and the neighbouring 
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islands; and during the second half of the year the islands to the east of Java. 
We should, however, be wrong in supposing that the coast of Celebes is free from 
pirates during the second half of the year, or the south of the Archipelago during 
the first; for the pirates sweep the scas more or less at all seasons. We only 
wish to trace the route they pursue when no other enterprise calls them 
together in a body. There are a number of circumstances which give to their 
movements a great appearance of irrc-sularity; it sometimes appears, and perhaps 
with truth, that these irregular moveinents are made in order to accomplish some 
preconcerted plan of action, and that they unite a great number of their forces to 


disturb certain coasts, and for a given time. 


“Such is actually the case witl: regard to the seas and islands above men- 


tioned, to the east of Java. During the last three years their expeditions have been 


apparently directed to those latitudes ; at any rate since the end of the eastern 
monsoon (1830), their forces do not, as formerly, meet in the Islands of Bouton. 
Their power has gradually increased to the south of the Archipelago, favoured no 
doubt by circumstances; and it is astonishing what a number of prahus are 
there at present. If this kind of navigation were inquired into, 1 should attribute 
it to the great number of losses they have sustained on the coast of Celebes and 


‘the neighbouring islands for some years past. The defeat which they expe- 


rienced in 1827, near Tana Tjampea, convinced them that on every other point of 


‘the coast of Celebes cr in its neighbourhood they would be exposed to similar 
-surprises, and could no longer reckon on a sure retreat in those latitudes. On 
watching their movements since then, it will easily be observed that the pirates 
-have no longer a fixed place of meeting, as if they had not yet determined on a 


convenient spot from which to start. It is no doubt to them a subject of para- 


mount importance, and which deserves all possible attention, that of choosing a 
-well-situated spot for their sphere of action, at a distance from our power, and 


capable of furnishing them with soft water and with whatever may be required 
in the repairing and fitting up of their vessels. They rather choose a spot in 
the neighbourhood of some fertile island which can insure them a means of 


subsistence. 


“It appears, however, that a small island generally known by the name of 


. Labuan Badja, in the Straits of Allas, is their present retreat and place of meet- 
-ing. These latitudes being unknown to me I cannot point out the exact position 


of this island, or in any way describe it. Ihave been assured that there is a small 
creek in the island which facilitates the near approach of vessels to the shore ; 
so close, indeed, that it would be easy from the roadstead to destroy the establish- 
ment which they have formed in that bay. 

“« Tf the pirates in this spot could be destroyed and their forces dispersed, 
much general good would be the result. For in order to act efficiently against 
the pirates they must constantly be made war upon, they must be left without rest 
or respite, and above all we must not allow such opportunities to pass without 
taking advantage of them. In any undertakings directed against the Straits of 
Allas, the greatest secrecy and dispatch should be had recourse to in order to 
obtain success. Macassar appears to be the best starting point for any expe- 
dition directed against the pirates to the east of Java. It is at Macassar that 
news relating to the pirates may constantly be obtained; there, also, persons 
may be found who are acquainted with the haunts of the’ pirates. A certain 
number of cruizing prahus might be sent there and placed at the disposal of the 
Governor of the island. They, in my estimation, are the vessels best adapted 
to cruize against the pirates.” 


To the administration of Governor-General J. C. Baud (1834-1836), 
since the political horizon of Europe has been cleared, it has been given to 
take advantage of all the information before gathered on this subject. Jt was 
determined to direct a yearly expedition against the pirates. Early in the year 
1834 His Majesty’s brig “ Meermin,” in company with the schooners ‘“ Janus” 
and “ Pylades ” of the Colonial Navy, were sent on a voyage of discovery in the 
neightourkood of Bali and Lombok. It was well known that the schooner 
“Iris” had been attacked by 17 prahus near the Island of Gilboan, to 
the north of the Straits of Bali, and that these same pirates had made them- 
selves masters of a schooner, the name of which remains unknown. 

In February, the Sultan of Linga and the Viceroy of Riouw equipped 50 
vessels, attacked, together with three Government cruizera, the pirates who were 
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stationed at the mouth of the River Indragiri, on the eastern coast of Sumatra. 1834 
8 of the principal robber-chiefs were taken prisoners, 3 of them executed at 
Linga, and the others condemned to hard labour for life. The Government sent 
presents to the two Princes, as well as to several officers of their suite, to reward 
them for their courageous and energetic co-operation. 

In April 1834, by the advice of M. Kolff, the Government sent against Batoe 
Poeti and Berou, on the eastern coast of Borneo, an expedition which under 
the orders of Captain A. Anemaet, was composed of His Majesty’s sloop 
the “Heldin,” the brig “Siewa,” the schooners “ Castor” and “Crocodile, 
and several cruizing prahus. Unfortunately the pirates gained intelligence of 
what was preparing at Macassar, for it was there that the expedition was to 
assemble ; consequently the result was not such as might have been expected. 
The principal villages and vessels of the pirates were, however, burnt; and all that 
could be found of their fire-arms was taken. Several native chiefs who before 
had joined the pirates, submitted themselves ; among them were the Princes of 
Goenong Tabor and of Boelongan. On the 27th of September, 1834, a Treaty was 
concluded with the first of these Princes, by which he recognized that Batoe 
Poeti and Berou, and their neighbourhood, should belong to the Netherland 
Government ; he also engaged himself to keep the pirates at a distance and to 
protect trade. 

lt appears, moreover, that Lieutenant D. G. de Man, commanding the 
schooner “ Pylades,” of the Colonial Navy, met in August 1834, at the east of 
Java, a brig to which the captain had set fire rather than let it fall into the 
hands of the pirates. The name of the captain and that of the brig remain 
unknown. 

To prove the enterprising audacity of the pirates we shall quote the remark- 
able declaration made September 22, 1834, by Alexander Bross, who, at the 
taking of the schooner “ Maria Philippina,” had had the misfortune to fall into 
the hands of those sweepers of the seas : 

“In August 1833, I embarked on board the ‘Maria Philippina, com- 
manded by M. Cramer, and going from Macassar to Bali. At Bali Tjolo a 
corsair attacked our vessel and took possession of it after a short but furious 
combat. 

“Several of the ship’s company lost their lives, and among them the com- 
mander, who, throwing himself into the sea at the moment that the pirates were 
boarding the vessel, was struck by a lance and, mortally wounded, disappeared 
beneath the waves. 

‘«T, in company with eight Javanese sailors, jumped overboard, in the hope 
of swimming to shore, but, weakened by a wound in my arm, I was obliged to 
return on board. I shpped into the cabin, and, having dressed myself like a 
native (the author of this stratagem was a creole of Macassar), I was spared 
by the pirates, to whom I gave out that I was a Mahometan; a deception 
favoured by my disguise and the facility with which I spoke the several dialects 
of the Mandhares, Macassars, and Bouginese. 

“1 was forced by threats to tell them where the money and treasures were 
concealed. By degrees the pirates showed me more’ confidence; they even 
appointed me to the command of one of their prahus. 

“‘Thenceforward I always followed their expeditions. They equipped a 
fleet of 190 sail, which was generally directed to the coasts of Bali and 
Mangary. We often touched at a small uninhabited island named Pangara 
Bawang. 

“ One day we perceived an European vessel, which we took for a merchant- 
vessel, because it was painted of a brown-grey, whilst men-of-war are generally 
painted black ; we therefore made all sail for our prey. 

““We soon, however, perceived that it was a man-of-war (His Majesty’s brig 
‘Meermin’) that we had to do with. The two first discharges from the brig 
damaged several prahus and killed a great many pirates; a second broadside 
from the brig sunk three prahus with every soul that they contained. Flight 
became necessary; and we only succeeded in making our escape by abandoning 
a prahu-paduakan which we had captured the day before. Some time after the 
pirates among whom I remained, with a fleet of 80 sail, attacked another band 
of bandits like themselves, who they called Javanese pirates, because they spoke 
Javanese, and that their vessels were made like the prahu-mayangs. The 
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1834 combat lasted twenty-four hours; there were 7 prahus lost, 3 of which were 

ours. ; 
“T next received from the chief of the fleet, Kakarinbong, of Arab origin, 
and son of the famous pirate Datoe Sariboe, orders to go and cruize with another 
vessel in front of the Bay of Bima, to await merchant-vessels. We had been 
four days in ambush, when we perceived the ‘Siewa,’ a man-of-war of the 
Colonial Navy ; we concealed ourselves immediately behind some islands. But 
when the danger was passed, we resumed our station, and captured a prahu- 
paduakan coming from the Bay of Bima, laden with rice. The prahu joined the 
fleet near the little island of Pangara Bawang. We next set sail for the Island 
of Kalaut Toea, situated between Tandjong Boenga and Boneraté. ; 

“ During our stay in the Bay of Bima my fellow-sufferers and myself often 
talked over plans for making our escape. At length at Kalaut Toea, J and two 
others were exchanged by a man named Lamisa of Boneraté for a bol of opium, 
and then conveyed to Saleyer.” 

Bross declared, moreover, that aman named Poea Kabay had wished to 
render a like service to Francois Blazet, J. Rosenquist, and L. Sietjes, who had 
been four years in the hands of the pirates; but the watchfulness of the pirates 

revented his succeeding. -The 4 individuals in question lived then in the little 
land of Poloei, near Mangary. 

On Bross being asked if he had no other particulars to communicate, he 
added that he had assisted at a descent made on Bali Bantamoe ; and that the 
pirates had been repulsed with severe losses. That he also had been present at 
the taking of a Chinese paduakan near Bali Kapoposan, on board of which the 
8 Javanese sailors were who had jumped into the sea when the “Maria Philip- 
pina” was captured, and who then were conducted to Java. That he had seen 
26 great guns fished up on the reef of Pasi Layerang, near to Kalaut Toea, 
where the pirates repair their prahus ; and lastly, that he had seen them take in 
other field-pieces from the water on a reef near to Sunbawa. 

On the 24th of October, 1834, Colonel C. P. J. Elout, at the head of 800 
men, and supported by a naval force under the orders of Captain Machielsen, 
took possession of the fort of Radja Gepeh, situated in the District of Si Kam- 
pong, on the eastern coast of the Bay of Lampong. The whole of this district 
had been for more than 30 years in a state of rebellion, as much against the 
ancient Netherland Government of the Indies, as against the English Govern- 
ment, during the interregnum, under the influence of the Radin Intan, who, 
after his death, had been succeeded by the Radin Imba Kesoema, chief of the 
Union at Radja Gepeh. Up to this time it had been impossible for either of the 
Governments to introduce the same organization as that which had been introduced 
in the other provinces of the Lampongs. The fellowship which existed between 
the rebels of Si Kampong and the pirates, made the rebels hostile to any kind 
of regular administration. The expedition of Colonel Elout put an end to these 
disorders. The Radin Imba Kesoema with some other chiefs took to flight, 
and he placed himself under the protection of the Sultan of Linga; but he 
delivered them over to the Government, on receiving the summons of Lieutenant 
C. P. C. Steinmetz, the then Resident at Sumatra. There can be no doubt but 
that this was a severe blow to the pirates. 


By a Treaty concluded in the same year, the Sultan of Jambi, on the. 
eastern coast of Sumatra, engaged to put a stop to the sale of the pirates’ 
prisoners, and to give up the guilty who should fall into his hands to the Govern- 
ment, who, according to the terms of the Treaty, desired nothing better than to 
extirpate every species of piracy (Article XIII). 


1835 In 1835, an expedition under the orders of First-Lieutenant Van Schuler, 
was fitted out for the second time, and sent especially against Pagatan and Batoe 
Litjin, on the south-east coast of Borneo, and likewise against the Islands of 
Pulo Swangie, Pulo Laut, and the surrounding country. 

The expedition was composed of the brig “ Dourga,” of the Colonial 
Navy, of the schooners ‘Vliegende Visch” and “ Haai,” and of some 
cruizing vessels. In the last-meutioned island they captured on the 25th May, 
onthe River Monomong, a great number of prahus of the pirates, as well as 
many of their guns. The pirates were pursued into the interior, their habitations 
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destroyed, and 156 persons delivered up to them. They then set sail for the 1835 
Bay of Kloepang, on the coast of Borneo, and from thence to the River of 
Tjantong, in Bankahalan, the residence of Hadji Djawa, whom they knew 
supported the pirates; but this chief as well as his accomplices had taken 
flight. They were obliged to content themselves with destroying their kam- 
pongs, taking their prahus, and 27 prisoners they had captured at Java and 
Madura. They thus delivered 193 persons from the hands of the pirates and 
from slavery. They destroyed or brought away 63 prahus of the pirates and 
19 guns. Eleven piratical chiefs lost their lives. The details of this expedition 
are recorded in the Journal of Java of the 19th August, 1835. Some years 
previously, in 1831, about 500 pirates of the Island of Poeloe Laut offered their 
submission. The Government accepted their submission, and informed them that 
land would be given to them to cultivate in Banjermassin. We are ignorant of 
the result. To return to the events of the year 1835, we find recorded that the 
pirates dwelt in the Islands of Karimon, near Java, and that they were dislodged 
by the schooner ‘‘ Zeemeeuw,” and seven cruizing vessels. Moreover, the 
Government of Netherland India, in order to obtain the most exact infor- 
mation possible of the pirates and their hiding-places, had a set of questions put 
together, which were to be addressed to all such as were able to escape from 
these sweepers of the seas. By this means the Government acquired the full 
certainty that Linga was always a retreat for pirates, and this caused the measures _ 
to be taken which we shall notice hereafter. 

As we have already remarked, piracy had greatly increased in the offings of 
Linga, notwithstanding the promiscs of the Sultan in 1831. Every year a great 
number of vessels were equipped and returned laden with booty. In 1835 a 
number of individuals were repurchased at Soengy Pinang, in the neighbourhood 
of Dai, chief town of Linga, who had there been consigned to slavery by 
the pirates. These crimes took place, notwithstanding the Radja Ali, brother of 
the Vice-Roy of Riouw, had received orders to make himself acquainted with all 
the places where there were Javanese reduced to slavery, and to take care that 
they were set at Iberty. Morcover, the same year again, some Javanese 
were taken on board His Majesty’s corvette “ Ajax,” having escaped from the 
pirates at Rété, a place on the eastern coast of Sumatra, which was held by the 
Sultan of Linga. These Javanese declared that there were still a great number 
more in various parts of the same coast, kept as slaves by the pirates. These 
circumstances, besides a very important report drawn up by the Adjutant-Major 
Kolff, dated June 4, 1835, (in consequence of a resolution taken by the 
Government of the 11th of the preceding May, No. 15), caused Captain 
M. J. C. Koopman, and Jhr. H. Cornets de Groot, Resident at Riouw, 
to receive orders to make serious representations to the Sultan. They were to 
bring to his recollection the Treaty renewed in 1830, by which he had solemnly 
engaged, together with the nobles of his States, to contribute with all his forces 
to repress and extirpate piracy ; they were, in short, to exhort him to cause all 
the Javanese found in slavery in his States to be set at liberty. The Sultan 
excused himself on the plea of his inability to put down piracy. Notwithstanding ~ 
this, forty Javanese recovered their liberty, 

The report of the commission, and the letter of which M. Cornets de 
Groots wrote on the subject (dated the 18th of October, 1835), deserves in every 
respect to be consulted. “The Sultan,” says the Resident in his letter, “is 
equally respected and feared by his subjects; he has a great deal of influence, 
not only in his own States, but also, as if the Treaty of London of 1824 had 
never existed, in the States of Djohor, Pahang, Trengano, and the stations 
near the Peninsula of Malacca. Salangor, Djambi, Indragiri, and Kampar may 
be also added, as the Sultan is considered in these places as the first of the 
Malay Princes. We may therefore be allowed to consider him as very powerful. 

“T am much deceived if the Sultan cannot, in case of necessity, gather 
together in less than two months 10,000 men, fit to bear arms, and vessels with 
crews long accustomed toa seafaring life. And by destroying the pirates and the 
prahus he deprives himself of the most efficient of his subjects; he takes their 
means of subsistence from them. ‘This is the reason why he so earnestly insists 
upon their well being looked to, before taking from them their illicit trade. An 
unexpected expedition directed against the haunts of the pirates, might become 
a pretext for the Sultan to throw off the engagement which still keeps him to 
his word; at all events it is neccssary to act with the greatest caution. 
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The English reproach us for not using greater energy to repress piracy ; 
everything that has been reported in this sketch will serve to justify us. 

It will not be out of place to enter into details on the state of affairs in 
the offings of Singapore and Riouw; for this purpose we extract a passage from 
the report drawn up by the Resident of Riouw, for the year 1834. The Sultan 
of Linga had sent some prahus to convey his brother-in-law, Tonkoe Oemar, to 
Trengano, on the coast of the Peninsula of Malacca (and thus in a place subject 
to English influence) ; the English authorities had sent in complaints to the 
Resident, stating that these prahus on their return from Trengano, had been 
guilty of piracy against a Sampan pukat coming from Singapore. This is the 
way in which the Resident of Riouw explained himself :— 

“It is possible that this piracy has been their work, for the population of 
Riouw, Linga, and its dependencies is in general very bad; it is therefore 
possible that the Sultan’s subjects who have served him in the capacity of rowers, 
either to him or to his attendants, or whom he may have sent into these quarters, 
are really guilty of this misconduct. But the fact is not proved, and it is known 
—the English acknowledge it themselves—that a vast number of these robbers 
find an asylum at Singapore itself as well as in the neighbourhood. Besides 
which, and it is a difficult question to answer, has the Sultan any knowledge of 
it ? and what would be decisive in this case; do these abominable piracies take 
place by his orders? For my part I should venture to answer in the negative 
to the last question. But as soon as I hear complaints of this nature, I never 
hesitate to make my representations to the Sultan, and to exact that the chiefs 
of the pirates I demand may be delivered up to me. 

“‘T have just said that a number of pirates are to be found at Singapore 
itself and in the neighbourhood ; it is so well known, and has been so often 
repeated, that there can be no doubt on the subject. We read in one of the 
last ‘ Chronicles’ of this colony, that;the young Tommongong (son of him who 
bore the same title before the division of the ancient Empire of Malay) esta- 
blished at Telok Blansa, a village situated very near Singapore, and in the same 
island, is continually engaged in piracy, and even that he has confidential per- 
sons and spies amongst the chiefs of the prahus and the class tambang in the 
roads of Singapore! By this means he is always acquainted with the departure 
of a richly-laden prahu, but ill-furnished with the means of defence. 

“T have not the slightest doubt but that the pirates of these latitudes 
obtain their powder and ball secretly from Singapore, and that the booty 
captured is taken there privately, sold at low prices, or exchanged for ammu- 
nition. 

“« Singapore and Riouw are both surrounded by pirates and the very scum 
of the neighbouring populations. At the same time piracies are more deplorable 
and more frequent at Singapore than at Riouw. The Rajats dependant on the 
Sultan deserve doubtless to be greatly reproached, but it would be wrong to 
cast all the blame on them. The evil is everywhere; receivers and robbers 
understand each other everywhere; this renders it so difficult to extirpate 

jiracy.”” 
e Ta short, the following is a summary of all that has taken place between 
1830 and 1835. 

a. For the second time a fleet of cruizing prahus was constructed; very 
and important information was obtained from MM. Pretorius, Du Buy, Smulders, 
and several other Residents,from the Pangeran Said Hassan Alhabashy, from Major 
D. H. Kolff, from M. J. N. Vosmaer, and from M. Bross. The project was 
conceived and executed of hunting the pirates in their very haunts, for which 
purpose small well-armed steam-vessels were sent from Europe. The pirates 
of Jambi were attacked and obliged to decamp. ‘The years 1834 and 1835 
were remarkable by the expeditions directed against the pirates of the coast of the 
Lampongs, those of the seas of Linga, of Celebes, and those of the eastern coast 
of Borneo. In the Moluccas, the Sultan of Ceram was made a prisoner as a 
punishment for his many piracies. The Captain of marines J. C. Koopman 
and the Resident H. Cornets de Groot were sent to the Sultan of Linga to 
remind him of his engagements. An English vessel was saved from pillage by 


* the Netherland authorities at Riouw. : 


b. In 1831 a correspondence was established between the English and 
Netherland Indian Governments. Both parties engaged to suppress piracy to the 
utmost of their power. The Netherland Government, alone, however, appears 
to have adhered to the engagement. 
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c. The project conceived in 1821 by M. Tobias, of employing the pirates 1835 
in agriculture was renewed in 1831 by M. Kolff, and gained ground. 500 of 
them were to be transported with this intention from Laut Puloe to Banjer- 
massin. In 1833 the Island of Tana Tjampea, south of the Celebes, was chosen 
for an attempt of this kind; and in 1835 M. Vosmaer formed the plan of drawing 
them to the Bay of Kendary, on the eastern coast of Celebes. 

d. In order to suppress piracy, treaties were also concluded with the 
Sultans of Linga and Succadana, on the western coast of Borneo, as well as with 
those of Goenong Tabor and of Boelongan, on the eastern coast; and lastly, 
with the Sultan of Djambi, on the eastern coast of Sumatra. 


General D. J. de Eerens having been appointed Governor-General of 1836 
the Netherland Indies, in April 1836, after having consulted with Colonel 
Elout, the late Resident at Riouw, fresh measures were proposed to the Sultan 
of Linga, which were intended to prevent his subjects from continuing to devote 
themselves to piracy, either by obliging the fishing-boats to submit to a strict 
investigation, and to be furnished with passports, or to establish in the principal 
islands off Linga chiefs whose duty it would be to prevent piratical preparations. 

Major D. H. Kolff was appointed to assist the Resident of Riouw in the 
discussion of this subject, and was sent to the Sultan with a letter from the 
Governor-General, personally directed to that Prince, and in which M. de 
Eerens, in energetic terms, and quoting the Koran, represents to the Prince, that 
by granting his assistance, he will not only obtain for himself help, protection, 
and supplies from the Government, but that he will find an immediate reward in 
the consciousness of having acted conformably to the precepts of his religion, and 
of having contributed to the good of his people and his countrv. 

The effects of this measure may be perceived in a resolution of the Government 
of India of the 22nd July, 1836, approving of a note of 9th June, 1836, respecting 
the measures which in consequence of an Act dated Ist April, 1836, had been 
previously concerted, save and except the sanction of the Netherland Govern- 
ment of the Indies, between the Viceroy of Riouw, in the name and on the part 
of the Sultan of Linga, and the Resident of Riouw, Jhr. Cornets de Groot, as 
also the Aide-de-camp, Major Kloff. 

“In future all vessels from Linga and Riouw which put to sea, either 
for trade or for the fishing of tripang and karet, shall be furnished with passports 
according to the copy given by the Resident at Riouw. . These passports shall 
be renewed gratis every year; and every time that the vessels shall sail towards 
the south to fish for tripang and karet, the passports shall be signed by the 
above-mentioned Resident, who will add at the bottom the meaning of it in 
Dutch. 

“These passports shall indicate the kind of vessel and its destination, the 
number and spccies of arms, as wel! as the ammunition. 

“« All vesseis equipped for fishing agar, tripang, and karet, shall carry the 
usual black flag, with a white corner towards the top of the mast. 

“The prahus of this kind must be accompanied by other vessels, expressly 
manned by men in whom the Sultan can place confidence, in order that they 
may exercise an active superintendence over them. These vessels will be recog- 
nised by a black flag with a white border of about three inches in breadth. 

“These formalities attended to, the prahus may proceed at pleasure, either 
to the Thousand Isles, or Karimon-Java, or as far as Bawéan, and whenever the 
natives wish to exercise their business, provided they show their papers and submit 
to the inspection of the Government cruizers, in case they wish to land at places, 
and even in the neighbourhood of places, where there is a factory. At the same 
time it will be necessary to await the decision of the Government with respect to 
Boessong-Assam, in the tin district of Pankal-Pinang (Banka), and as regards 
the coast of Biliton. The Sultan undertakes to suppress most energetically the 
piracies committed by his subjects, and to put an entire stop to them. 

“In order to establish better order and better police, there shall be placed 
by his Highness in the principal isles which form a part of his kingdom, namely, 
Galang, Timian, Mooro, Soegie Boelang, Pekaka, Sekana, and Mapar, certain 
chiefs who shall be called Bateeng and Joeroekra, who will receive a proper 
salary. The names of these chiefs will be given to the Resident at Riouw. 

_ “These chiefs will have to see that: 
; 02 
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“a. The inhabitants of the islands do not devote themselves to piracy, 
either directly or indirectly, and that pirates do not come to seek a retreat 
amongst them, or bring their booty to them; and from the moment that 
prisoners shall have been transported to their province, the chiefs shall take 
these prisoners and those who have brought them, and deliver them up to the 
Viceroy. 

‘“b, These chiefs must inspect the prahus constructed in their provinces 
and fitted out for the fishery of agar-agar, tripang, and karet, in order that 
this fishery may not be a pretext for piracy. They are to arrange so 
that the crew and the chiefs of these prahus shall be composed of men of good 
character, and above all, that they are furnished with passports and proofs that 


- the prahu they are on board of belongs to them. 


“*¢. The chiefs shall be answerable for the exact inspection of the islands, 
and for the due execution of their instructions. In case of negligence, they 
shall be severely reprimanded, and, according to the gravity of the circumstances, 
exiled to Java. 

«In order to relieve the Sultan from the expenses which the suppression of 
piracy will occasion, it has been settled, save and except the sanction of the Govern- 
ment, that he will be annually exempt from import duties at Java and Madura, 
to the extent of 2,500 piculs of gambir, from the 1st of January, 1837; provided 
always that the above Articles shall be strictly executed, and that no piracy shall 
be committed in those latitudes. 

“ The gambir must always be, according to the certificate of origin furnished 
by the Resident at Riouw, the produce of Linga itself, and be exported by native 
vessels manned by persons under the immediate authority of the Sultan of Linga. 

“There shall be no exception granted except in favour of the vessel 
belonging to the Sultan called ‘Angelina,’ of about sixty lasts, and commanded 
by a native of Linga. This vessel shall be allowed to import gambir on the 
footing above described.” 

Nevertheless, at Singapore the system of unlimited toleration in favour of 
pirates was carried to such an excess that no measures were taken to repress their 
misdeeds, as if the Treaty of 1824 had never existed. The inroads of the 
pirates in the immediate neighbourhood of the roadstead gave rise to the idea 
of having some ships of war, the expenses of which would be defrayed by a 
slight duty on certain articles of trade. The English merchants did not fail to 
be very angry when this measure was taken. The indolence of the English with 
respect to piracy is no doubt the reason why they considered it as useless to 
propose to the authoriies at Singapore to act in concert with them in order to 
repress this scourge. And, nevertheless, at the last moment, when it was 
least expected, and just then, as we have just seen, that the Government 
of the Netherlands took the most efficacious measures to oppose piracy in the 
waters of Linga, the ‘‘ Andromache,” an English vessel of war, appeared in 
June, 1836, in the road of Riouw, having on board Mr. S. G. Bonham, Resident 
at Singapore. This functionary declared that he was sent by his Government, 
in concert with Captain H. D. Chads of the Navy, in order that he himself 
might put without delay an end to piracy, and not to deliberate beforehand 
with the Dutch Government as to the measures to be taken for that purpose. 
With this object he required the immediate co-operation of the Dutch autho- 
rities, appealing (extraordinary pretext) to the Treaty of 1824; as if Holland had 
not up to that time conformed to this Treaty, and had not fulfilled its conditions. 
Although the new Resident, M. C. F. Goldman, represented that negotiations 
had been opened with the Sultan, and that these negotiations did not permit at 
that moment any act of hostility, the English ship sailed for Galway, one of the 
islands subject to the Sultan of Linga, and there destroyed everything; and 
shortly afterwards another vessel of war, the ‘“ Raleigh,’ Captain Michquin, 
arrived on the 28th July at Riouw, and manifested the intention of going to Linga 
to communicate direct with the Sultan. Nevertheless, upon the representations 
which were made on our side, they contented themselves with addressing a Ictter 
to that Prince. These are the proceedings taken by the agents of England, 
which were perfectly calculated to disturb the order of things which the Treaty 
of 1824 had sought to establish. Happily the Dutch authorities knew how to 
oppose moderation to exaggerated pretensions. The English Government of 
India, in consequence of the representations made on our part, declared that 
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the only object in view in all this affair was to act in concert with the Dutch 1836 
authorities. 1t was frankly admitted that the commander of the ‘‘ Andromache” 
had exceeded the orders which he had received. 

Although disagreeably surprised by the intervention of the maritime forces 
of England, our Government resolved to content itself with this declaration, and 
to avail itself of the disposition which the English Government had just shown 
to co-operate in the suppression of piracy. It named in consequence at the 
commencement of 1837 a second Commission, composed of Major Kolff and 1837 
the Resident at Riouw, M. Goldman, who were charged to conclude a new 
treaty with the Sultan of Linga, but this time in concert with the English 
authorities at Singapore. The frigate “Castor,” and the two schooners “ Doris” 
and “ Alcinoe,” were sent to Riouw, and were placed at the disposal of the 
Commission. 

It appeared, according to the report of the Commission drawn up in the 
course of the year 1837, that reliance might in future be placed upon a prudent 
and regular co-operation on the part of the English. The British Government 
then declared that no English ship should make a descent or inflict chastise- 
ment in places subject to the Dutch Government until after having given 
notice to the latter and obtained its consent. 

It was agreed with the Sultan of Linga, in addition to what had been scttled 
im 1836, that every vessel carrying ten or more men, passengers included, should 
be provided with a passport according toa given form ; that special passports should 
be furnished to vessels sent in large numbers to the tripang and turtle fisheries ; 
that the Sultan should employ the most efficacious means for contributing to the 
general security of the coasts by cruizers, in company or not with the English 
cruizers; that he should cause to be severely punished, without exception, all those 
of his subjects who might be guilty of authenticated acts of piracy ; and that he 
should extend punishment to the places and barracoons guilty of complicity, and 
where the piratcs might find a retreat and support ; that for better attaining the 
object of the cruizers there should be always disposable two vessels of the 
Sultan and two others of the Viceroy of Riouw, properly armed and equipped ; 
that the chiefs established in the different islands should be chosen in concert 
with the Resident; that besides the 14,400 florins destined for the pay of these 
chiefs an annual payment of 20,000 florins should be granted to the Sultan to 
assist him in covering the expenses of the new measures to be taken; finally, 
that the prahus should no longer carry appellan, or nettings, a mark by which 
pirates are distinguished. ‘The garrison of Riouw was augmented, so that there 
might always be some forces disposable for the vessels intended for the squa- 
drons. ‘Ihe squadron consisted of the frigate ‘‘ Castor,” of the Royal Navy, of 
the three schooners ‘“‘ Krokodil,” ‘“ Argo,” and “‘ Niobe,” and of a cruizing boat, 
besides the prahus of the Residency, the vessels of the Sultan and those of the 
Viceroy of Riouw. 

All these particulars were published in the Gazette of Java of the 8th 
November, 1837. 7 

Through the exertions of the Resident at Riouw, 52 Javanese in 1836, and 
200 in 1837, who had been made prisoners by the pirates and sold as slaves, 
recovered their liberty. 

In the course of the year 1836, 14 piratical vessels showed themselves 
in the environs of Soemanap, and especially near the Island of Ra-as. 25 
piratical prahus, mannned with 155 men, having arrived at Kottaringin, in the 
Island of Borneo, this port was blockaded and their departure was prevented. 
With the active assistance of the Sultan of Kottaringin their prahus were for the 
most part destroyed and the pirates made prisoners. The Sultan sent 54 of 
them prisoners to Java. It is gratifying to sce in this conduct of the Princes of 
Borneo proofs of some progress, and of their desire to support the Dutch 
Government in the long and painful struggle with the buccaneers of India. 

During the search made for discovering those shipwreck-d in the English 
ship “ Charles Eaton,” which had run aground, in 1834, to the east of Torres 
Straits, the “Diana” frigate of the Royal Navy, commanded by Post-Captain 
A. Anemaet, discovered that the inhabitants of the little island of Vordate had 
plundered the “ Alexander ” (Captain Harris), a Dutch brig which came from 
Batavia. In consequence a descent was made on the 3rd May, 1836, near 
Aweer, by M. F. A. Jébn, licutenant of the first class, in concert with Lieu- 
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of the second class; J. J. S. Van de Laar, sub-lieutenant of the navy; 
C. C. J. Wolterbeek, midshipman of the first class; and C. C. F. Gruélmann, 
medical officer of the second class. They succeeded in carrying off a number of 
culprits, who were carried prisoners to Amboyna. Not content with this first 
success, the Government desired that the Orang Kaya of Aweer should be 
surrendered, and ordered even that, in case of refusal, the guilty barracoon 
should be destroyed and given to the flames. This duty was confided to His 
Majesty’s frigate the ‘“‘ Zaan,” under the orders of Post-Captain De Monyé, to 
which was attached the schooner “ Pylades”’ and the brig “ Nautilus,” com- 
manded by Lieutenant Muller of the navy. They did not succeed in capturing 
the Orang Kaya of Aweer, but the barracoons of Sebeano and Abodo were 
destroyed, and several of the chief culprits transported to Amboyna. 

About the same time Mr. Bonham, whose name has appeared more than 
once in this account, applied for information from the Resident at Riouw as 
to the contents of the Treaties concluded with the Malay Princes in general 
and with the Sultan of Sambas in particular, concerning the suppression 
of piracy. The Secretary-Genera] of the Netherland India Government ordered, 
in March 1837, the Resident to reply to him as follows : 

“Tt ought to be generally considered that in all its Treaties with the native 

Princes the Dutch Government has always had the intention of including in them 
the suppression of piracy, and that in those in which that suppression has not 
been expressly mentioned, it is nevertheless to be inferred from the general spirit 
which pervades them ; and it is with this view that mention is made therein of the 
protection assured to commerce and of the security which the Dutch Govern- 
ment guarantees to the lives and property of its subjects. So that there is no 
native Prince in relation with the Dutch Government who believes himself in 
any way permitted, in default of stipulations to the contrary, to engage in piracy 
or to favour those who so engage. 
. _ * As to the Sultan of Sambas, it would appear, according to the intelligence 
published in the newspapers of Java in April 1812, that this Prince has not 
refrained from favouring piracy; nevertheless on looking over the acts of the 
English Government then established in Java, we have not found in any of 
them that that Government took measures against these piracies, nor that any 
agreement had been concluded between it and the Sultan of Sambas. 

In renewing its relations with Borneo, the Dutch Government, after its 
restoration in Java, interested itself from the commencement with commercial 
rights, and deemed it necessary to take possession of the ports of Pontianak, 
Mempawa, and Sambas.” 

Experience had shown that commerce suffered more from day to day in 
consequence of the attacks of pirates, and that all the ports of the Indian 
Archipelago where the Princes are not kept in awe by the presence of func- 
tionaries or a European garrison, become safe asylums for pirates. This obser- 
vation applies more particularly to Borneo. The shores of that island are 
occupied by Malay and Buginese colonists, and as the territory is in general little 
adapted to agriculture and these foreign populations live in constant enmity 
with the natives who occupy the interior of the island, there remains for them 
scarcely any other resource than commerce and piracy. 

“Thus they had recourse alternately to one or other of these resources, 
sometimes to both conjointly ; and then commerce served as a pretext to come 
and spy into those parts of Java where they hoped to make a rich booty. 
Relying on these facts, the Dutch Government after its restoration deemed it 
necessary that a European authority, established in the ports of the Island of 
Borneo, should exercise the most strict surveillance over the movements of the 
vessels in these ports. 

“The principal object of our establishment at Sambas has thus been to 
protect and favour our commercial interests and to suppress piracy; and it 
cannot be denied that in this respect we have derived the greatest advantages 
from Sambas. 

“ Article IIT of the Treaty concluded in 1819 with the Sultan at Sambas 
leaves the field open to the Dutch Government, as much to oppose the equip- 
ment of corsairs, as to take care that vessels captured by pirates are neither 
introduced nor sold in the place. 
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“It is possible that some understanding still exists between the pirates and 1837 


the inhabitants of Sambas; but since a Dutch garrison has been established 
there, these last no longer come within the category of sweepers of the sea.”’ 

It was then scarcely suspected that the demand of Mr. Bonham might 
probably be in unison with certain plans upon the northern coast of Borneo, where 
shortly afterwards an English establishment was formed at Sarawak and at Pulo 
Labuan. Must it then be admitted that we were intentionally deceived? But 
how can this mode of proceeding be reconciled with the promises made a short 
time previously? The northern coast was not indeed occupied by the Dutch, 
but it did not the less form part of the Archipelago of Netherland India. And 
if Mr. Bonham had made mention of it, most certainly his attention would have 
been called to it, by inviting him in virtue of the Treaty of 1824, which 
excludes all occupation in common, to act in concert for the suppression of 
piracy in these countries, saving always the rights of Holland to make use of its 
influence at proper times. 

In the course of the year 1837, the necessary measures continued to be taken 
for the suppression of piracy, particularly in the vicinity of Timor, because the. 
audacity of the pirates had not diminished in these parts. 

The author of an article intitled “Timor in 1831*,” relates that the 
inhabitants of Endé and Mangary supported by the Bugis, made at different 
times cruizes with 50 to 100 small vessels at once, and that often between 
Adinara and Floris, in the Strait of Solor or Larentuka, pirates were encountered 
who came probably from Floris. 

Further, in this year 1837, about 400 pirates of Tobellof were established 
in the Island of Saleyer, to the south of Celebes, and employed in works of 
agriculture. On the subject of this establishment the “Gazette of Java,” of 
21st October, 1837, expresses itself in the following terms : 

“Our readers have doubtless not forgotten the details we gave in our 
103rd number of last year, respecting the efforts made by the late M. J. N. 
Vosmaer, to attract the pirates of Tobello to the Bay of Kendari (Baie de 
Vosmaer), lately dircovered by him, and to induce them to settle there as peace- 
able members of society. We are now able to inform our readers that the nego- 
tiations begun by M. Vosmaer with some of the pirates have been carried on by 
the Governor of Macassar. In consequence of these negotiations, 4 chiefs 
have come with 400 of their subjects to settle in peace in the Island of Tam- 
bolangan near Saleyer, where they obtain a subsistence by fishing and commerce. 

“Tt is clear, and experience has shown that too much confidence must not 
be attached to such submissions, still there are reasons for supposing that the 
trouble which the Governor has taken for diminishing in this way the number of 
pirates will not be entirely without benefit. In fact, this settlement dates 
already from November last, 1836; and the Government has consented that the 
new colony shall be supported by pecuniary or any other means, according as 
it may be necessary. There is reason, moreover, to believe, that the Governor of 
Macassar, who has obtained the approbation of the Government by the ability 
with which he has conducted this affair, will be able for the future to take 
appropriate measures for the success of this first attempt, which we fervently 
hope will be followed by others of a similar character.” 

For two years past steam-boats have been placed at the disposal of the 
Government of India. The superb steam-vessel ‘ William I’”’ (since replaced 
by the “ Phcenix”) was lost, it is true, upon the rocks of Lucipara, in 1837 ; but 
the “Hekla” and the ‘‘ Etna” (since called ‘‘ Banda” and ‘‘ Ternate”’), little 
iron vessels which M. Van den Bosch, Governor-General, had applied for, and 
which he as Minister for the Colonies afterwards sent out, rendered great services 
by cruizing along the coasts of Java. 

In concluding this epitome of the events of the year 1837, we will add the 
account of the adventures which befel the launch of the “ William I.” When 
this vessel had stranded upon the rocks of Lucipara, Colonel F. V. A. de Stuers 
sent his boat to seek succour at Timor, or even at Java if it should be neces- 
sary. In the launch there were present P. C. S. Rauws, Lieutenant of infantry; 


* Inserted in the Journal of the East Indies (Tijdschrift voor Neerlands-Indié), t. I of the 


first year. 
x This relates to the pirates of Tobello in the Bay of Tolo, territory of Lochu (Celebes), and 


not to Tobello on the coast of Almaheira (Gilolo). 
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J. A. Muller, pilot; W. P. Schrooijesteijn, apprentice pilot ; an European sailor, 
and four native rowers, After a dangerous voyage across the Sea of Banda, the 
launch was attacked on the night of the 11th May, 1837, near the Island of 
Wetter, by several piratical Magindanese prahus, which surrounded and overcame 
it. Plundered of all that they possessed, even of their garments, ill-treated and 
made prisoners, the crew of the launch awaited a near and most frightful 
death. 

Nevertheless, the lives of these unfortunate men, left without defence to the 
mercy of cruel enemies, were for the moment spared—a place upon the naked 
rocks under the open sky was assigned to them for sleeping. The cold and the 
rain added to their sufferings, and an active watch was kept over them. They 
were interrogated, and from that time they conceived the hope of recovering their 
liberty if they should succeed in satisfying the avidity of the pirates. Their 
condition, nevertheless, did not improve—they were obliged to live crammed in a 
little prahu, receiving for their nourishment only a little maize scarcely eatable, it 
being so much spoiled. 

They succecded at last in making an agreement with the pirates, by which 
they undertook to give for their ransom 1000 piastres, some bales of opium, a 
certain quantity of cloth, and some trifling articles. During this time two fresh 
prahus arrived, and a new consultation upon the fate of the prisoners followed : 
some wished to put them to death immediately, or that at least they should be 
transported and sold at Manilla, but the desire for a heavy ransom induced them 
to keep to the original agreement. The first remained in the hands of the 
pirates till the 16th July. 

Then Lieutenant Rauws and the European sailor were put on shore, at the 
entrance of the Bay of Bima, to go and find the ransom and to bring it within 
the term of three days to a specified place. Messrs. Muller and Schrooijesteijn 
remained as hostages in the hands of the pirates, and the least deception was to 
be followed by a horrible death for those who remained. 

By the intervention of M. Steijns, the Dutch official at Bima, and with the 
aid of the Sultan, Lieutenant Rauws succeeded in collecting the sum necessary 
for the ransom of the prisoners. The exchange took place on the 19th July. 


In 1838 His Majesty’s corvette ‘‘ Boreas” was seleeted from among the 
Dutch ships of war which were then in the colonies under the orders of Rear- 
Admiral E. Lucas, to go to the vicinity of Timor, and there avenge the murder 
committed in the preceding year at Maubara, on the persons of the commander 
and carpenter of the “Kingdom” and “Japan,” two English vessels. The 
commander of the English brig-of-war “Victor” had come to Batavia to 
demand that those culprits should be pursued. It appeared in the meantime 
that the victims had themselves been the cause of the accident; nevertheless 
the voyage of the ‘‘ Boreas” was not without result. Several villages upon the - 
coast of the Island of Floris, the inhabitants of which had been guilty of piracy, 
were severely chastised; such acts being very salutary on these shores for 
inspiring the pirates with a salutary dread, and for repressing their misdeeds. 
In fact the inhabitants of Endé and of Larentoeka (Floris) had pillaged the post 
of Fialarang (Timor) in November 1836. Later in October 1837, the schooner 
“ Maria Frederika,” commanded by J. Gregory, had been captured by Ilannoun 
pirates at Ampannam, upon the coast of Lombok. These same pirates after- 
wards showed themselves to the number of 800 with 30 vessels in the Bay of 
Tambilan, in the group of islands of the same name, to the west of Borneo, and 
subsequently proceeded towards Magindano, according to the information obtained 
by the corvette “ Castor’’ and the schooner “ Argo,”’ sent in pursuit of them. 

The shores of Borneo were scarcely more safe. It had been necessary to 
send to Banjermassin the schooner “Calypso,”’ in order to support the efforts 
undertaken for repulsing the pirates. 

In the course of the year 1837, there appeared at Amsterdam a pamphlet 
entitled “ An Examination of the spirit and tendency of the Treaty concluded 
on the 17th March, 1824, between Holland and Great Britain’? (Onderzoek 
naar geest en strekking van het Traktaat van den 17 Maart, 1824, tusschen 
Nederland en Groot Brittanje.) The author of this work, d@ propos to an article 
which the ‘‘ Handelsblad” (Commercial Paper) of Amsterdam of the 5th 
January, 1837, had extracted from the London papers, respecting piracy in the 
Oricntal Seas, thus expresses himself in the preface : 
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“The English evening ministerial journal (the ‘Courier’) discusses at some 1838 
length the subject of piracy in the Oriental Seas; the details which it publishes 
appear to be principally derived from the ‘Canton Free Press,’ and the ‘ Canton 
Repository.’* The accounts given of the commerce with China and Singapore, 
seem to us to be singularly exaggerated ; still many truths are told respecting 
piracy. In writing the few lines (page 36-37) which he have deemed necessary 
for explaining Article V, we have not thought of dilating upon the suppression 
by main force, or otherwise, of piracy by the two Governments, a suppression 
which this Article prescribes as their duty, or we might have spoken upon the 
piracies committed in the vicinity to the east and west of the Straits of Malacca. 
Now the repression of piracy between the Straits of Malacca and the Arabian 
Peninsula is an obligation which rests quite entirely upon the English Government. 
We might then have asked to what extent Great Britain has succeeded in stopping 
piracy in the environs of the Nicobar and Andaman Islands ; and if the piratical 
retreats in Muscat, &c., from whence issue entire flotillas of corsairs, which attack 
even European vessels, have been really destroyed. Respecting the piracies com- 
mitted to the east of the Straits of Malacca, we remember to have read in English 
writers, who assuredly do not sin through too much partiality in favour of the 
Dutch, that the pirates show more respect for the Dutch flag than to that of 
England. Assuredly, therefore, the Dutch Government deserves, by the efforts 
it has made for the extirpation of piracy, all the praises which have been given to 
it by the ‘Canton Free Press’ and the ‘Canton Repository’ of which the evening 
ministerial journal has made itself the echo. In expatiating upon this subject 
we might have called to mind the expeditions, more or less considerable, under- 
taken with the view of ridding the Straits of Malacca of pirates, both in 1822 and 
1835, and the Sea of Carimata in 1829, and a second time in 1835, situated on 
the two commercial tracts to China and the Philippine Islands. We might have 
spoken without excuse or blame of the severity which the Dutch Government 
has exhibited in the pursuit of pirates, a severity which the English author ap- 
pears to disapprove, although we do not well understand how the Dutch Govern- 
ment of India can have acted with too much rigour against bandits who do not 
content themselves with plundering and capturing vessels and merchandize but who 
sell as slaves or mercilessly massacre all whom they find on board these vessels.” 


In 1838 a treaty was concluded with the Sultan of Indragiri, on the eastern 
coast of Sumatra, by which he engaged to repress piracy. In 1843 the treaty 
was renewed, and more positive stipulations were added on this subject. ‘‘ His 
Highness the Sultan of Indragiri (these are the terms of Article VII) expressly 
engages by the present Treaty, as well for himfelf as for the chief men of his ter- 
ritory, to assist by every means the Dutch Government in its efforts for the extir- 
pation of piracy; not to furnish within his dominions any asylum to such 
persons as shall be notoriously known as pirates, or even to those who may be 
generally suspected of being such, and who, whether directly or indirectly, by 
their subordinates take any part whatsoever in piracies; further, to seize all persons 
who come within this category, and to punish them according to the rigour 
of the laws. The Sultan further engages to employ the most appropriate means 
for the extirpation of this scourge ; and in all cases in which it may be required, 
His Highness will assist the Dutch forces with men, arms, and vessels, always act- 
ing in concert with the Resident at Riouw, in case the pirates should show them- 
selves and stop upon the coasts and at the mouths of the Indragiri River. 

In this same year a treaty was concluded with the Sultan of Sumanap, in 
the Island of Madura, near Java, by which he engaged to keep up some cruizing 
prahus against the pirates. This Prince continued strictly faithful to his 
engagement. 

In the Moluccas, in 1838, they were also alarmed by the pirates; especially in 
the Islands of Manipa, the Two Brothers, and upon the coast of Hitoe near the 
barracoon of Assilulu, where it was necessary to send a detachment of soldiers 
drawn from the garrison of Hila for the protection of the people. On the 
other hand, the “ Nautilus” was sent to cruize in company with the kora koras of 
the Sultan of Ternate. The “Triton” frigate showed the Dutch flag, and 
opposed herself to the pirates successively at Riouw, Pontianak, Sambas, 


* See the Extracts from these papers, in the “ Moniteur des Indes,” tom. [, part 1, p. $17. 
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Malacca, and upon the northern coast of Sumatra. The chief of Batu Litjing, 
at which place the expedition of 1835 had showed itself, came in 1838 to 
Banjermassin, to’ render homage to our Government. 500 Buginese were 
brought hither from Passir, and this reinforcement enables us to consider this 
place as henceforth in a position to resist the pirates. The same year’ also an 
armed expedition was sent to the vicinity of Bali and Lombok, where several 
outrages had been committed, among others the: pillage of the brigs ““Twee 
Gebroeders” and the “‘ Teksing.” 


The suppression of this universal scourge of the Indian Archipelago 
was especially, in 1839, the object of mature reflections and energetic measures 
on the part of the Government. An expedition was undertaken against the 
‘pirates who infested the vicinity of Linga and the eastern coast of Sumatra, 
under the command of First Lieutenant J. W. F. Frucht; 59 individuals, prisoners 
or slaves of the pirates, were set at liberty. In addition, the Colonial Depart- 
ment took into consideration the following points : 

“To establish in concert with the English authorities in India a regulation 
by which should be prohibited throughout the Indian Archipelago the naviga- 
tion of native vessels having more than 10 men on board, and which 
should not be provided with passports from the Dutch, English, Siamese, or 
Chinese Governments.” 

The Residents of Riouw and Singapore conferred upon this matter. The 
latter maintained again this time a prudent silence in respect of the northern 
coast of Borneo; he found so many difficulties with respect to the native com- 
merce that it soon became necessary to give up the idea of carrying it into 
execution. 

It was afterwards proposed absolutely to prohihit the construction of vessels 
which, like penjajaps and others, whatever their dimensions, are especially 
adapted for piracy, in order thus to compel the natives to employ vessels whose 
sailing would be too slow either to overtake other vessels or to escape the Dutch 
and English cruizers. Already, in 1835, a similar measure had been proposed, 
but numerous difficulties raised against it had compelled its abandonment. The 
subject was again brought forward on taking into consideration the publication 
of the 16th May, 1806, of which we have already spoken at the beginning of 
these notes. All the authorities of Borneo, Celebes, and Molucca were con- 
sulted ; and it may be deemed certain that as the publication of 1806 produced 
no sensible improvement, no measure so general as this would prove efficacious. 

Still these deliberations gave rise to some modifications in the Treaty con- 
cluded with the Sultan of Linga; it appeared desirable always to incite still more 
this Prince to act vigorously against those who should be found guilty of piracy, 
in order to inspire a salutary dread: 

The form of the passports for the vessels engaged in the fisheries was also 
determined, and which were to be granted by the chiefs of the following 
islands : 

Buan-Orang, or Great Natuna, between the Peninsula of Malacca and the 
northern part of Borneo; Siantan, or the Anamba Islands; Sugi, forming 
part of the group of the Islands of Bulan, or Batam, among which the island of 
Galang is also situated ; Tambilan, or Tamelang, forming part of the group of 
this name; Pulo Aor, or Auwer, near the coast of the Peninsula of Malacca, 
between Penang and Djohor; Serassan, Sumatja, and Pulo Laut, the most 
northern of the Natuna Islands. 

The Sultan had requested that the pay of the chiefs established for resisting 
piracy in the Islands of Galang, Timian, Mooro, Sugi, Bulan, Sekana and Mam- 
par,—pay which amounted to 150 florins per month—should be remitted to him 
personally. This request was granted; but the Resident at Riouw was 
instructed to assure himself that the chiefs interested received their just pay. 

As proofs of the good disposition which animated the Sultan and the 
Viceroy of Riouw in the support which they promised to the Government, it 
may be remarked : 

1. That there appeared an edict at Riouw by which all the subjects of 
Linga, Riouw and their dependencies were informed on the part of the Sultan, 
that every piracy, and even every act of complicity, should be followed up and 
severely punished 
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2. That the Sultan sent an order to all the chiefs his subordinates to take 1839 
care that no piracy should be committed nor tolerated in their divisions; that 
no stranger should be permitted to sell prisoners as slaves; and that no armed 
prahu should be equipped like those of pirates. 

In the impossibility of destroying all at once the whole of the piratical 
retreats in the Indian Archipelago (and consequently to the north of Borneo 
also) the Dutch Government did not strive less, as may be seen, to combat and 
diminish the evil by all possible means. 

At the commencement of the year 1839 the “Nehalennia” frigate of the 
Royal Navy, the “Castor,” schooner of the Colonial Marine, and the brig 
““Siewa,” were sent to Macassar to cruize in these quarters and near Buton, 
and to protect the territory of the last-named island against an attack of pirates. 
Several persons were carried off this year upon the coasts of Cheribon, Tegal, 
and Pekalongan; and 5 native vessels, loaded with sugar and machines for its 
manufacture, were captured. Nevertheless, two cruizing boats of Tegal having 
overtaken the pirates, forced them to take flight, abandoning the captured vessels 
and 27 Javanese prisoners. 

The same good fortune was not experienced everywhere. A little beyond 
Tanjong Flesko, on the northern coast of Celebes, the schooner “ Petronella” 
was attacked and captured by pirates. The crew and the passengers, among 
whom were three Europeans, fell into their hands and were massacred. Else- 
where our troops on the eastern coast of Sumatra, who were near the coast, were 
attacked on the 28th June, 1839, by about 200 piratical prahus. Nevertheless, 
they succeeded in repulsing the enemy. The schooner “ Haai,” stationed at 
Sambas (Borneo), succeeded in inflicting severe loss upon a flotilla of 30 Dayak 
prahus which had dared to lay in wait for her. In the same manner the coasts 
af Pontianak were disturbed by Dayak pirates. At Mampawa they came to 
blows with them. Sherif Mohamat, the commandant of the district, having 
learnt that 9 of their prahus were at the mouth of the river, each manned by 
from 30 to 40 bandits, resolved to attack them with only three prahus. 
They fought so closely, that scarcely any other weapon than the klewang 
(sabre) was used. The commandant had 37 men killed; the loss of the 
enemy amounted to 80. It appeared that these Dayaks came from Seribas, 
a locality situated in the interior of the countries to the north of Sam- 
bas, which is only accessible to the small light vessels of the Dayaks, of 
slender form, and of which all the parts are united by means of canes. In their 
voyages they burn and massacre along the shores all that is within their veach. 
As trophies they carry off the skulls of the victims of their ferocity. They have 
no fire-arms, but generally use the klegang, and javelins or spears of wood 
hardened by fire. 

Let it not be said that the Government has done nothing for the suppression 
of piracy in the north-west parts of Borneo. In continuing as it had begun, the 
Government would have gone still turther, and would have opened relations with 
the Sultan of Borneo Proper (Brunai), if the English had not formed establish- 
ments, and if their vessels of war had not arbitrarily interfered, unknown to and 
without the co-operation of the Dutch Government. Besides, this interference 
dates from old. It is not necessary to recapitulate the fruitless efforts made by 
the English since 1816, that is to say, since the restoration of our colonies, to 
establish themselves in Borneo. We will simply repeat, that in 1821, the 
English entered into negotiations with the Sultan of Matam, upon the western 
coast of Borneo, in order to obtain from him the cession of the Island of Carimata, 
situated in the vicinity; and that soon afterwards, two English ships proceeded 
to the coast of Borneo, with the avowed object of coming to an arrangement with 
the Sultan for the cession of a portion of his territory. These attempts failed, it 
is true ; but it nevertheless resulted that the commerce of Borneo Proper was 
turned aside to Singapore, much to the detriment of Sambas ; so that in 1824, it 
was necessary to exempt from duty all the vessels which came from this place. 
In 1829, and still later in 1833, there was an expressed intention of concluding a 
treaty between the Dutch Government and the Sultan of Borneo Proper. Still 
the sole object of this treaty was the suppression of piracy. Circumstances pre- 
vented the completion of this project. Perhaps better success would have 
followed in 1829, more especially as the missionaries of Sarawak had come to 
ask for the protection of the Dutch authorities, if the intervention of the English 
had not produced unforeseen obstacles. 
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1839. . Among the measures which the Government of India took in 1839 for 
the suppression of piracy we will instance also the following as of deep 
importance. 

1. A Treaty was concluded with the chiefs of Endé, in the Island of Floris, 
by Article VI of which they engaged to suppress all piracy, and not to suffer any 
communication between their subjects and the pirates, either in the protection of 
these latter or in aiding the sale or exchange of their plunder. On the contrary, 
the chiefs were to employ all the means at their disposal for resisting these bandits, 
and for destroying their retreats. 

2. At the Moluccas there were built, on account of some chiefs of Mina- 
hassa, 18 of these open vessels called rorches, armed at the expense of Government, 
and destined for resisting the pirates. 

3. A sum of money was destined for the support of spies in these quarters, 
in order to discover the retreats of the pirates, their chiefs, the natives who 
rendered themselves guilty of piracy, and the most effectual means of inflicting 
upon them an exemplary punishment. 


1840 The year 1840 brought great changes in respect of the Colonial Marine: it 
was entirely suppressed ; and the ships were placed under the orders of officers 
forming part of the Royal Navy of the Netherlands. A tolerably strong 
squadron remained constantly stationed in the Indian Seas. The schooners called 
cwiele schoeners, armed as vessels of war, and the cruizers, were placed under a 
special command in subordination to the Commander-in-chief of the squadron. 
The measures against the pirates were continued everywhere with equal success. 
On the 7th July of that year an encounter took place upon the coast of Floris 
between the schooner “ Alcinoe’’ and 23 piratical prahus. The schooner was 
surrounded on every side, and the pirates did not decide upon retreating until 
after two of their vessels had been sunk. About the same time a fishing-vessel, 
the “‘ Mary,” Captain Blosse, arrived at Timor, which had been taken by the 
pirates in the latitude of Lombok. The crew, who recovered their liberty only 
by paying a heavy ransom, subsequently inflicted upon the pirates a considerable 
loss. Cruizing afterwards along the coast of Buton, they had a new engagement 
with the pirates ; and although the number of their prahus did not amount to less 
than 200, they fortunately succeeded in escaping. Captain Blosse stated that 
the pirates in whose hands he had been prisoner had also captured three 
American fishing-vessels, and had since carried them to Sooloo, The crews of 
these vessels still remained prisoners. When the “ Astrolabe” and the “ Zélée,” in 
their voyage of discovery, arrived at Sooloo, the natives, thinking that they were 
Dutch vessels come to take vengeance for the capture of the “ Maria Frederika,” 
at anchor in the port, prepared to make a vigorous resistance. News was also 
received that the Island of Roma, to the north of Timor, had been devastated by 
the pirates. 


We will here terminate this review of the five years from 1836 to 1840, in 
presenting a résumé of the results obtained. 

a. The pirates were still pursued on the open sea: steam-vessels were sent 
from Europe to India with this object. In the neighbourhood of Linga two 
English vessels appeared, of which one inflicted a severe chastisement upon the 
Island of Galang, but the English Government hastened to disallow this violation 
of Dutch territory as a transgression of the orders given to its agents. The 
protestations of faithfully executing the Treaty of London of March 17, 1824, 
were reiterated, but the authorities of Singapore, nevertheless, drew back when it 
was proposed to act simultaneously. 

6. The inhabitants of the Island of Vordate and of Floris were severely 
punished for their piracies; the former by His Majesty’s frigates “Diana” 
and “ Zaan,” the others by His Majesty’s frigate “ Boreas,” in 1836, 1837, 
and 1838. In the Moluccas various measures were taken to protect commerce 
and navigation. 

c. The Sultan of Kottaringin, on the southern coast of Borneo, gave proof 
of the excellent intentions which animated him in giving up to the Government, 
of his own accord, 50 pirate prisoners. 400 others were established as agricul- 
turists at Saleyer, to the south of Celebes. The pirates to the north of Borneo 
were poe! The English intervention prevented more being done in these 
countries, 
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d. The negotiations with the Sultan of Linga were continued. It was 1840 
agreed that the Sultan should receive annually a sum of 20,000 florins in order 
to carry out his good intentions. The pay of the chiefs stationed in the various 
islands was raised to 14,400 florins; the chiefs were to be nominated with the 
approval of the Government. The Sultan engaged to prohibit piracy and to punish 

“it, and with this object to maintain a certain number of vessels. Fishing-vessels 
carrying a crew of more than 10 men were to be furnished with passports. 
Native vessels were forbidden to carry nettings. At the same time the Dutch 
forces in the seas of Linga were augmented. One of the earliest results of these 
measures was that 360 persons carried off by pirates recovered their liberty. 

e. The better to suppress piracy, Treaties were concluded with the chiefs of 
Endé (Floris) and with the Sultan of Indragiri, on the eastern coast of Sumatra. 
Of all the Treaties, this last, excepting that with the Sultan of Linga, contained 
the most numerous details. It was also agreed with the Sultan of Sumanap, that 
he should maintain a certain number of cruizers for resisting the pirates. 


In spite of so many measures taken by the Dutch Government in India to 1841 
combat piracy, the pirates, notwithstanding the losses they had sustained, 
continued to show an audacity almost incredible. In-1841 they took, a little to 
the east of Tjotek (on the eastern coast of Java, between Bezuki and Banjuwangi), 
the Government cruizing prahu No. 6, commanded by a certain Cornelis, whose 
courage was known. They also attacked the “ Doris,” a Government schooner, 
which escaped only after much difficulty. The cruizing prahu maintained the 
fight from 6 o’clock in the morning till about half-past.8. The forces were too 
unequal; she was obliged to yield. The Commander Cornelis with a large 
number of excellent sailors perished in the fight, and of the 20 men composing 
the crew, 8 only succeeded in effecting their escape. The fight took place 
within view of the ‘“ Caméleon’’ war schooner, which in consequence of a calm 
could not come to the assistance of the prahu. 


In the course of September 1842, the brig “De Hoop,” of the Indian 1842 
merchant navy, under the command of J. W. Neys, was attacked near the shore, 
between the Islands of Comodo and Floris, by 4 great pirate prahus (paduakan). 
Already on the 4th of the same month, in the latitude of Sumbawa, this same 
brig had been chased for about 50 miles, almost as far as Bima, by Indian vessels 
of very suspicious appearance. This time, the 4 prahus in question, favoured by 
a dead calm, approached the brig, by rowing, at about 10 o’clock in the morning, 
till within about the distance of a cable’s length. . But being received with a well 
sustained fire of grape, they withdrew, after having replied for some time with their 
guns. They stopped when beyond the reach of the fire of the brig, and appeared 
to hold a council of war. At about 1 o’clock in the afternoon they renewed 
their attack, but they were again compelled to give up the hope of rendering 
themselves masters of the brig. Although the hull and rigging of the ship had 
suffered considerably from the fire of’ the pirates, no one of the crew was wounded. 
That the brig beat off this attack with so much success, must be attributed, in 
addition to her being well-armed, to the courage and resolution, more especially, 
of several officers who were on board as passengers, namely—C. H. Van Zadel- 
hoff, Lieutenant of Engineers; H. A. B. Mansfeldt, Second Lieutenant of 
Infantry ; and Second Lieutenants T. J. C. Huismans and J. J. Ten Siethoff, of 
the Artillery. : 

Shortly afterwards, on the 23rd September, 1842, the Dutch schooner 
“Young James” Captain Umphelby, fell into the hands of several pirates of the 
Island of Nusa Radja, during her passage from Surabaya to Timor. The Com- 
mander and his crew had quitted the ship in the launch, and after having 
wandered for 7 days at sea, they landed at Larantuka, in the Island of Floris, 
from whence the crew proceeded to Macassar in prahus of this place, whilst the 
captain and two men proceeded towards Timor Dhelli, in a little native vessel. 


The Government resolved to send a new armed expedition. At the com- 1843 
mencement of the eastern monsoon of the year 1843, a division of ships of war, 
composed of the steamer “ Hekla,” the brig “ Postillon,” and the two schooners 
“Zephyr” and “ Egmond,” proceeded towards the seas to the east of Java, in 
the waters of Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa, and other islands situated to the south- 
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1848 west of the Moluccas, and afterwards towards the Island of Celebes. ‘The -com- 
mand of this expedition was confided to Captain-Lieutenant J. F. A. Coertzen. 
Qn board of each -vessel there was an officer of the army with a detachment of 
soldiers. To the south-east of Saleyer the expedition found two piratical retreats: 
84 prahus of the pirates of Magindano and Tobello were burnt or destroyed. In 
the Straits of Boneraté, 17 Magindanais kept up a most deadly combat; 2 of 
them, one of which carried 15 pieces of ordnance and more than 100 men, were 
eaptured and burnt. Night and an east wind which then arose, saved the rest, 
and prevented our ships from keeping them within range of the guns. In all, 
the expedition captured 40 pieces of cannon, destroyed 36 prahus, of which 
several were from 65 to 70 feet long, and burnt two piratical retreats. On our 
side there were only 3 killed and 20 wounded. 

On the 9th May, 1843, an English whaler, the “ Sara Elizabeth,” Captain 
Billinghurst, proprietor Mr. Thomas Ward of London, cast anchor off Amfuang, 
at 40 miles from Kupang, in the Island of Timor, to take in provisions, wood, 
and fresh water ; three days afterwards, two boats manned with two officers and 
14 men of the crew were sent on shore for this purpose. They had only been 
a few minutes engaged in gathering their wood, when 5 large prahus, followed 
by several smaller ones, ‘appeared at the entrance of the bay, and landed 
several men who put the crews of the two boats to flight. The second and the 
third officer, John Adains and Ebenezer Edwards, and an apprentice, Thomas 
Gale, fell into the hands of the pirates. This scene having been beheld on board 
the ship, they hastened to mount the guns on the deck, but in the confusion 
they were unable to find: the cartridges. The pirates having quickly assembled 
all their forces, proceeded towards the shore, picked up 7 men of the crews ot 
the two boats, and immediately went into the offing. During this time, the 
pirates having boarded the abandoned ship, carried off all that suited them. 
Captain Billinghurst fell in with three whalers, and availed himself of this cir- 
cumstance to return to his ship, but the pirates after having abandoned it, had 
set it on fire. Some days after these events, the captain was conveyed with his 
crew to Kupang, where he was supplied with all of which he was in need. The 
“ Eleanora,” on the 28th June, conveyed a portion of the crew to Batavia. The 
third officer, Ebenezer Edwards, succeeded in escaping from the hands of the 
pirates, and with the assistance of Badjorais fishermen, reached Menado on the 
10th July of the same year. He had passed about five weeks with the pirates. 

_ The account which he gave of his captivity, is briefly as follows :—“ After 
having bound my arms and legs, and those of my companions, the pirates conveyed 
us to their prahus and proceeded towards the ship. After taking off our bonds they 
made us go on board. The vessel had been abandoned by the captain and the 
remainder of the crew. They demanded of us opium, rice, and money; but as 
we made them understand that there were none of these articles on board, the 
pirates broke open all the locks, gave tip the vessel to pillage, and carried off all 
that might prove of use to them, such as powder, fire-arms, sails, &c., and 
placed their booty in the only boat that had been left in the ship. After having 
bound our hands and feet for the second time, they set fire to the vessel and 
rewed off, keeping along the coast of Timor. ‘They afterwards proceeded 
towards Celebes, undertook several expeditions against the three boats of the 
“ Sara Elisabeth,” and took in a supply of fresh water at the islands which they 
fell in with on their route. After forty-eight days’ navigation they arrived at 
Buton. During this passage one of the five prahus with which we set out from 
‘Timor disappeared near the Island of Buton without our being able to discover 
the cause of her absence. On leaving Buton, we were chased by three large 
vessels which seemed to me to be pirates; their efforts to overtake us were 
frnitless. The pirates passed some days at Buton employing themselves in 
fishing, and after a descent which they made upon the coast they brought off 
several prisoners, as well as several bamboo canes filled with gold dust. 

“The prahu in which I was, carried four swivels, a cannon, several muskets, 
thirty-six men as the crew, and twenty prisoners. There were among these 
pirates nine persons who seemed to exercise some authority, and who passed 
away the whole day in smoking opium without taking any part in the manceuvres 
of the vessel. Several times I was removed from one prahu to another, from 
whence I inferred that I was successively sold to different chiefs or panglima. I 
‘did not suffer any ill-treatment from them although I always showed myself little 
disposed to work, Our food consisted only of a little rice and water, and 
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the rice was generally spoiled and the rations so small that we never had enough 1843 
of it. As well as I could understand, these pirates came from Bolang-ngi. They 
cleansed and repaired their prahus on a sandbank situated in front of the 
entrance to the Bay of Gorontalo. The last place at which the pirates landed was’ 

the little Island of Banka, situated a short distance from Gorontalo (to the north’ 

of Menado), where they engaged in fishing. It was there that I succeeded in 
escaping in one of the boats which had belonged to the * Sara Elizabeth.’” . 

It appears that Ebenezer Edwards was entirely ignorant of the fate of his 
companions in captivity ; at least he could not communicate anything respecting 
them. The local authorities of Menado furnished to Edwards all of which he 
had need and put him on board the “‘Koerier” which was about to sail. 

During the month of November 1843, the steamer ‘“ Phcenix” carefully 
visited the Islands of Solombo and of Pulo Laut, the parts between the Islands 
of Kangean as far as Pulo Panjang, and the Straits of Lombok as far as the: 
eastern coast of Java. During the passage from Tanjong Tjanker to Sumanap, 
the “ Phcenix” discovered, at about 10 o’clock in the morning of the 12th 
November, in the neighbourhood of Gili Genting, 6 prahus, near Pulo Lawak,,. 
which were soon known to be corsairs. The pirates had brailed up their sails 
and endeavoured’ to move off towards the east by rowing. We will content 
ourselves here with transcribing the report of this encounter made by the 
Commander of the vessel, First-Lieutenant J. W. Stoll: 

“ Remarking, that notwithstanding their speed, the ‘ Phoenix’ could easily 
overtake them, I continued my course towards the north, keeping the stem of 
the vessel directed towards the eastern point of Gili Genting till about half-past 
10 o’clock. Wher deemed them so far distant from Pulo Lawak as to be 
unable to escape into the creeks or among the reefs which surround this island, 
I bore right down upon them. At about noon they were within range of our 
guns ; I passed a prahu which they had just abandoned, and in which there were 
several unfortunate men chained, who called for succour. I approached a little 
on the larboard side, in such a manner that the starboard battery could fire upon 
the pirates at the same time that I had a round of grape discharged from our 
60-pounder upon the other five prahus which continued to move off. Afterwards, 
veering round, the other battery poured in her broadside. Always advancing, I 
continued to repeat the same manceuvre. In a short time two prahus on the point 
of sinking were abandoned; then I stopped the fire for an instant to pick up 
several miserable creatures who were still swimming about and who cried for aid. 
Although the other prahus must also have suffered greatly, as was proved by the 
number of corpses, and the quantity of things they were obliged to throw over- 
board to increase their speed, still they did not relax in defending themselves or 
rather in making every effort to escape from us. Their resistance was so 
obstinate and so well directed, that it was only after a fight of about five hours, 
in which three men of the ‘ Phcenix’ were severely wounded with bamboo javelins 
or assigaies, that we succeeded in capturing all of them. 

“Twenty pirates (among whom were two young Indians), several wounded, 
as well as six natives, whom the pirates had made prisoners in the vessels of 
Sumanap, fell into my hands. All the other pirates who were in the prahus, 
the number of whom I estimate at 70, lost their lives on this occasion. 
Having, after severe questioning, learnt from the two children that they had 
cruized in these quarters with 7 prahus, I left the Roadstead of Sumanap on 
the 15th November in search of the seventh prahu. The same day at 10 o’clock 
in the morning I succeeded in finding her, like the others, not far from Pulo- 
Lawak, and in taking possession of her after several well-directed shots, at. the: 
tnoment she was about to sink. Six of the pirates who’ endeavoured tu bia 
by swimming, and another one severely wounded, were made prisoners. We 
also took a lilla and a musket.’’* 

At the same period news were received from Riouw about the expedition 
sent against the pirates, who, after having ravaged the coasts and the islands of 
the Straits of Malacca as far as Pulo Penang, had, with all their prisoners and 
booty, entered the River Tungkal (Kingdom of Jambi). This expedition, con- 


* There is a detailed account of this expedition in the 1st volume, 6th year, of the ‘ Tijdschrift 
voor Neérland’s-Indié.” It appears that these pirates came from the south-east coast of Borneo, from 
Raekene to the south of ‘Troessan. ‘The Prinee of the place ia called Radja Patti Pongowa Tiop 

jingal. 


112 


1843 sisting of His Majesty's brig ‘“Windhond,” the schooner “Janus,” the Govern- 
ment cruizing boats Nos. 59, 60, and 62, and three cruizing prahus belonging to- 
the Viceroy of Riouw, had left the roadstead of Riouw, on the 26th August, 
1843, under the command of First Lieutenant J. W. F. Frucht, Commander of 
the station and of the ‘‘Windhond.” On the following day the squadron 
reached the mouth of the Tungkal, which was immediately blockaded. The 
“Janus” had been previously dispatched with one of the cruizing boats to 
Muara Kompéh, upon the River Jambi, in order to call for the co-operation of 
the authorities, and through their medium to give notice of the expedition to the 
Sultan of Jambi. 

On the 7th September, the ‘“‘ Janus” rejoined the other vessels, having on 
board the functionary J. K. D. Lammleth. On the same day a letter was 
received from the Sultan of Jambi, in which he stated that he was entirely 
ignorant of the presence of pirates in these States, but that he had instantly 
given the necessary orders for supporting the expedition to the utmost of his 
power, and for setting at liberty all the prisoners whom these brigands had 
already sold as slaves. 

The commander of the expedition, leaving at the mouth of the river the 
vessels of war which the shallows hindered from proceeding, determined to 
ascend the Tungkal with 7 prahus and an armed launch, accompanied by M.- 
Lammileth, First Lieutenants C. P. de Brauw and H. D. A. Smits, and the medical 
officer C. H. A. Biinte. On the 9th of September they reached the village of 
Penjingat, the capital of the Province of Tungkal. It was there that they 
first got intelligence of the pirates having departed again by sea immediately 
after their arrival. Nevertheless, M. ammleth, with the assistance of some 
native chiefs, found at Penjingat, and a few days afterwards at Assam and Rété, 
29 individuals who had been carried off by the pirates and sold, and who -thus 
recovered their liberty. According to their statements, these poor fellows came 
from Quedah and Pulo Penang. They had been carried successively to Sekana, 
Tungkal, Rété, and Assam, that they might be offered for sale to the inhabitants 
of these places, by two pirate chiefs, named Buli and Ungan. These chiefs were 
much dreaded, and as there was no hope of capturing them, except by stratagem, 
a reward of 200 florins was offered for their heads. This affair being ended, 
M. Lammleth returned to Muara Kompéh, and the expedition having departed, 
arrived, on the 21st of September, at Sekana, where, according to the statement 
of the natives set at liberty, the pirates usually dwelt. This place was, however, 
found deserted; the houses were set on fire, as well as the prahus, which the 
pirates had not taken with them. 

More recent intelligence informs us that by the indefatigable efforts 
of M. Lammleth at Suku Betara, and likewise in the State of Jambi, 
about thirty persons from Pulo Penang recovered their liberty, The Governor- 
General of British India, and the Governor of Pulo Penang, expressed their 
gratitude to the Resident of Riouw and to Lieutenant Frucht. To acknowledge 
thus highly the activity of the Dutch, was at the same time to acknowledge 
also in a flattering manner how faithfully the Treaty of 1824 was kept on 
our side. 

It was positively ascertained on this occasion, that the piracies before- 
mentioned had been upheld by the Princes of Linga, especially by the Tomongong 
of Mapar, descended from the ancient Kings of Linga. His son Intje Montil had 
even equipped several prahus, and made several excursions. Intje Dolla at 
Sinkep had committed the same fault. He had caused a Chinese wankang 
(which was under repair- at that place) to be pillaged and burnt: such atrocious 
acts were made the subject of serious complaints to the Sultan of Linga, who 
at last delivered the guilty chief with 10 other famous pirate chiefs to justice— 
4 more precise treaty was concluded with the Sultan of Indragiri. 

According to the news received from Macassar, the brig “ Arend,” 
stationed in -these parts, sailed in October 1843, in search of about 30 
prabus of pirates, who, as was reported, were stationed near the Isle of Kalatoea. 
The only thing found was a prahu on shore, of the kind named by the 
natives Penjajap, and, as we have observed before, especially adopted for 
piratical purposes: the vessel was destroyed. 

Whilst these events were taking place in India, several English papers 
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which were upholding the establishment of their nation at Borneo, one and all 
accused the Dutch Government of not taking steps to destroy piracy in the 
Indian Archipelago. The Commercial Journal of Amsterdam (‘‘ Amsterdamsch 
Handelsblad”) refuted these insulting accusations in a series of articles truly 
remarkable, and which give a complete idea of the chief tribes of pirates, and of 
their sphere of action. It is evident that they have been written by a well 
informed writer. 


In April 1844, several pirate vessels were seen in the vicinity of Biliton, and 
the authorities of Banka took the necessary measures to discover the bandits and 
punish them. The “ Niobe,” a Government schooner, having on board a 
detachment of infantry and artillery, was sent to Biliton with two cruizers. A 
third cruizer near the Lepar Isles, received an order to join the expedition with 
all the Indian vessels which the chief of those islands could get tcgether. 
Though they met with no pirates along the eastern coast of Banka and of the 
little neighbouring isles, they learned that a few days before, they had assailed 
the village of Ranghan not far from Koba, and had carried off some native or 
Chinese fishermen, surprised by this unexpected attack. 

About the same time there were in the Sunda Channel 40 pirate vessels, 
several of which ventured even near the Isles of Zutphen. The schooner 
“Zeemeeuw” and several cruizers were immediately dispatched to these parts. 
It appears that these bandits were also from the Linga waters. 

In May following, 14 Magindanese prahus were perceived off the 
coast of Bangaai (to the east of the Celebes), in the territory of the Sultan of 
Ternate. These pirates attacked some barracoons situated along the shore, 
killed 25 persons, and carried off 60. By order of the Sultan, the Radja 
of Bangaai sent several armed korra korras against these pirates, but without 
success. However, these korra korras rescued a schooner beset by the pirates, 
and enabled it to return to Macassar, after the damages done to the hull and 
rigging had been repaired. 

On the eastern coast of Borneo, 8 vessels supposed to be pirates from 

Brunai, took 48 Chinese fishermen as slaves, in the vicinity of Singkawan (June 
1844). - 
s His Majesty's brig ‘‘ Postillon,” under the command of J. R. Cambier, 
Lieutenant, R.N., (lst class), met on her voyage from Macassar to Boeton, 
(17th August, 1844), and near the southern point of this last isle, 6 large prahus 
of a suspicious appearance, and 3 little ones, to which he gave chase. These 
vessels, crowded and manned, the largest by 30, and the smallest by 16 or 20, 
rowers. f 

After having received a few broadsides from the brg, a great calm 
favoured thcir escape. ‘The loss sustained by the pirates must have been 
great, so far as could be judged by the state of confusion on board of the 
prahus and the irregularity of their manceuvres. They were seen frequently 
throwing the bodies of their dead into the sca; besides, it was afterwards ascer- 
tained, through the Sultan of Boeton, that they had been obliged to abandon 
one of their largest prahus which was on the point of sinking. The natives 
of Boeton dragged up this prahu and burnt it. 

On the 18th of October, 1844, the little Isle of Gili was pillaged by 11 
pirate prahus ; however, the inhabitants had had time to flec, with the exception 
of 5 of them, 2 of whom were massacred. The corsairs only remained 
masters of the isle for sixteen hours, though they had occupied this time in 
retrenching themselves, and hoisting the white and red flags, with a red cross 
upon them; but at the approach of the armed vesscls they withdrew. Two of 
these prahus fell ina few days after with a prahu from Bima one; of them 
was sunk. 

Eight days after, a Malay merchantman was attacked in this neighbourhood 
by 9 pirate prahus; but a few well-aimed discharges from small-three-pounders, 
stopped the pirates in their flight. The merchantman only lost two men. 

We have found nothing worthy of record for the year 1844. An inquest 
was held about the-accident which happened to the English vessels of Hong- 
Kong, ‘‘ Young Queen” and “Anna,” at the beginning of the same year, 
‘on the River Keotci (eastern coast of Borneo); and also about the pillage 
of the Belgian brig “Charles,” on the same coast. The Government sent 
from Macassar on this account, and to punish the Sultan if he were found guilty, 
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1844 an expedition composed of the steamer ‘“Hecla,” and of the schooners 


1845 


“Zephyr,” “Janus,” and ‘“ Egmond;” of the brigs ‘‘ Postillon” and ‘ Arend,” 
and of a cruizer. It was discovered afterwards as had been suspected from 
the first, that the pirates were not to be answerable for these two accidents, 
but that they had been caused by the unlawful attempts of an English- 
man of the name of Murray, killed in the affray, to form a settlement in that 
part of Borneo. The same individual had made previously a similar attempt at 
the Celebes. The Dutch Government entered into a treaty with the Sultans of 
Passir and of Koetei, by which those Princes bound themselves to repress piracy. 
The same conditions were imposed towards the end of 1844 on some petty Princes 
on the north-east coast of Borneo. 

In June 1844, an English vessel, the ‘‘ Premier,” coming from Hong Kong 
to Bali, was wrecked on the eastern coast of Borneo. The Sultans of Berou and 
Belongan made the crew prisoners. The English, however, recovered their 
liberty with the help of the Dutch war schooner “Egmond.” During the 
same expedition eleven individuals, chiefly Javanese, who had been carried off by 
the pirates, and sold on this coast, were set at liberty. 

The sea of Sooloo was still unsafe. According to some reports, there was 
towards the end of 1844, at Sombeangan, a Spanish possession at Magindano, 
a Spanish frigate, the ‘‘ Esperanza,” ready to sail with about 20 sloops of war 
and 2000 soldiers, to destroy the pirates’ haunts in the Sooloo Isles. 

The Dutch Government, convinced that the intervention of the native 
Princes would be more efficacicus than European artillery, made in 1845 the 
Governor-General of India feel the absolute necessity of adding in all the treaties 
to be entered into with the native Princes, more precise and efficacious stipulations 
against the scourge of piracy. 

The number of steam-vessels was increased. 

The Indian Navy was composed of 2 frigates, 4 corvettes, 4 brigs, 8 
schooners, 2 navires de garde, and 4 large steamers, to which was added the 
steamer “ Batavia.” 


In January of this year several pirate vesscls were seen along the coast of the 
Residency of Cheribon. In the latitude of Losari, they fell upon a trading prahu 
and pillaged it. As thecruizers Nos. 4 and 37, stationed on this coast, were under 
repairs, the Resident caused two large prahus-mayang to be equipped immedi- 
ately and transported on board these ships, the crew, artillery, arms, and muni- 
tions of the two cruizers. ‘These prahus snon overtook one of the corsairs, and 
mastered it after a sharp fight. 5 pirates lost their lives on this occasion, 
whilst on our side only 3 native sailors were slightly wounded. Soon after this, 
another encounter took place near the Rakit Isles ‘called Boompjes-eilanden) 
between our cruizers and 2 pirate vessels, who escaped by flight. However they 
were forced to give up 6 small boats, which they had taken near Indramayoc, and 
2 natives of Cheribon whom they had taken as prisoners. The 28th of February, 
a prahu tjomplong from Lassem (Residency of Rembang) was attacked and 
pillaged by a penjajap of pirates near Tegal. The crew of the prahu were aftcr- 
wards set at liberty. 

Several pirates were also seen along the coast of Samarang and 3 of them 
assailed during the night of the 5th of March a fishing prahu manned by 11 
persons. It escaped; but two men were killed and a third dangerously 
wounded. 

On the 10th of March 2 mayang-prahus, who were anchored near the 
River Babalan, were attacked and pillaged by a pirate vessel manned by 15 men. 
A sailor of that crew was killed in attempting to save his life by swimming 
away. 2 days after another tjomplong was also attacked by a prahu manned by 
30 or 35 men near to Kali Woengoe. 2 persons fell under the tire of the 
bandits; the rest of the crew managed to escape with their vessel. 

2 prahus coming onc from Rembang and the other from Karimon Java, were 
attacked by pirates. 

The last of these prahus belonging to an individual of Samarang, was under 
the command of a native named Intje Ali. There were on board 3 nutive saiiors, 
and 2 young creoles, David Pieter Stekkingcr, about 11 years old, and Louis 
Constantyn Brion, aged 16, Seven days after her departure from Karimon Jaya, 
on the 8th of March, this prahu was attacked and pillaged ncar Mandaliké, by a 
pirate prahu having 7 men on board. ‘The following day the pirates were disco- 


115 


vered at the same place at about 5 in the evening by one of the Government 1845 


cruizers, No. 16, which had been sent against them as soon as the news of their 
expedition was known. At sight of this vessel, the pirates took flight, carrying 
away with them the 3 sailors and the young Stekkinger. The commander and 
the other European, Brion, owed their safety to the promptitude with which the 
pirates took to flight. 

On the 16th of March, a small trading vessel coming from Pekalongan, 
was attacked and pillaged by 12 pirates on board a prahu-kakap in the vicinity 
of Oedjoeng Goenong. Afterwards a small vessel and 2 fishing prahus had the 
same fate on the same coast. The pirates attempted a descent on the coast of 
Batang, but they were driven back almost immediately by a detachment of armed 
natives, known under the name of Pradjoerit, sent expressly to the spot. 
Besides the 2 cruizers from the Residency, 2 Indiamen, having on board Prad- 
joeriis, were intrusted with the safety of the coast. In the night of the 19th of 
March, a few native fishermen were surprised by pirates not far from the small 
river of Karang Anjer, near the harbour of Samarang. One of these unfortu- 
nate men lost his life, another was wounded, and 2 others disappeared. 

According to the reports from the commander of the Districts of Lampong, a 
great number of pirates appeared in the Strait of Sunda, and along the Lampong 
coast. 9 of their prahus were seen anchoring in the Sepoeti River; 30 others 
cruized about the coast. The coast of Bantam were not more secure; several 
persons were either wounded, killed or carried off by the corsairs. It was supposed 
that these pirates were only tripang fishermen from Linga, who about this sea- 
son visit the Strait of Sunda, the Thousand Isles, and the coasts of Lampong. 
A boat from ‘Tjiringin was attacked on the 16th of April by three prahus- 
penjajap, each manned by twelve or thirteen pirates. The djoeragan (pilot) 
having been massacred, the rest of the crew and the passengers, after a short 
resistance, took to swimming, and almost all reached the shore of Toasia. There 
were, however, three persons who never appeared again; one of them had 
received.a deep wound in his arm from a gun-shot. The Government took new 
measures to discover the pirates, and ordered a careful search to be made on all 
the fishing-boats of Linga, so as to discover either prisoners or booty made by 
the pirates. 

Towards the end of April, a Government prahu (tjunia) going from Mun- 
tok to Soengi-Slan, was captured and burnt by a corsair prahu, which the Resi- 
dent of Banka believed to be from Linga, and manned by tripang fishermen of 
that isle. The Resident had come to this conclusion in consequence of the 
account given by a sailor of the prahu, who had managed to escape, and by the 
unaccountable fact that the piracies had been committed in the Strait of Banka; 
for although the eastern coast of that island is exposed to the cruelties of the 
bandits, they have scarcely ever been seen in the Strait of Banka, in the west of 
this island. A very close inquiry was held. Another circumstance justified it. 
A short time after this sad event, a Malay had been taken, who pretended to 
have escaped from a pirate prahu, and whom the sailors of the tjunia had 
recognised for one of the corsairs who had attacked them: this is the reason why 
that Malay had been suspected of coming to Banka as a spy. : 

On the 25th of April, M. Sluijter, Resident at Timor, concluded with the 
Radjas of the Island of Sumba or Sandal, a treaty, by which (Article X) they 
engaged themselves to repress piracy, to prevent any intercourse between their 
subjects and the pirates, not to uphold these last in any manner in any of their 
enterprises, nor to buy their booty, but to make use of all the means of repres- 
sion in their power. 

Towards the end of May, the Governor of Macassar was made aware of the 
presence of pirates in the vicinity of Saleyer; it was also reported that the 
pirates were assembling considerable forces to attack the Island of Boneraté. 
The brig “ Haai,” under Captain-Lieutenant of Marine, F. X. R.’t Hooft, having 
on board a detachment of twenty-five men, steercd to the place where the pirates 
were assembled. It appcars that the report of this great force was without 
foundation. However, the commander of the ‘‘Haai” was so lucky as to 
overtake 8 prahus, anchoring near the Isle of Kalatoea, and to destroy them 
all. 

We translate the following extract from the report which the officer ’t Hooft 
addressed on this subject to the Governor of Macassar. 

“The ‘Haai’ had left the Road of Macassar on the morning of the 18th of 
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1845 May, 1845; and on the 5th of June, at day-break, came in view of the Isles of 


Postpaard, of Madoe, and of Kalatoea. 

‘In approaching the coast a foreign flag was hoisted, the cannons were with- 
drawn, and the portholes were closed in order that the ‘Haai’ might have as 
little as possible the appearance of a man-of-war. 

“ About noon we were at about two or three miles off the spot where 
the steamer ‘Hekla’ had burnt to ashes a village of pirates in the Isle of 
Kalatoea. We then perceived 8 pirate prahus near the shore. Squalls 
coming on every now and then, with heavy rain, forced us to bear away ;- this 
prevented us from taking advantage of a favourable wind. Towards 4 in the 
afternoon the weather cleared up, and the wind changed for the north-east. At 
sunset we were only at a mile’s distance from the prahus, which were dis- 
covered to be pirates, viz., three large bintas, four smaller ones, and one 
paduakan. They were all anchored on a line at about a quarter of a cable’s 
throw from each other. As it was too late to begin the attack with effect we 
went at large, unfurling one by one all our sails, as a merchantman fleeing. As 
soon as night set in we capped the wind, and cruized in the same spot the whole 
night, which was very dark. In this manner we succeeded in inspiring no 
suspicion to the pirates, who, not understanding our manceuvres, remained in the 
same position without fear. Had we attacked them at once, the darkness would 
have prevented us from injuring them much, and they might have taken advan- 
tage of the night to make their escape. About midnight the wind fell, so that the 
vessel went leeward to the south-west. At dawn of day. on the 6th of June, it 
was about ten or twelve miles south-west of the prahus. The breeze rose a 
little with the day ; but notwithstanding this we found it impossible to approach 
the pirates within cannon-shot before half past 1 in the afternoon. Then we 
commenced firing, and the foreign flag under which we had neared the coast 
was replaced by the Dutch colours. 

“It is here necessary for the clearness of what follows, to give an idea of 
the localities, and of the state of the winds and weather. 

“ Between the prahus and our vessel was a reef of about 3} to 4 cable’s 
length, and on which at low tide there was scarcely 1} or 2 fect of water. 
The passage between the reef and the shore, of ? to 1 full cable’s length wide, 
has a depth of 4 to 6 feet, with a sandy ground. The recf extends chiefly in a 
parallel line with the coast, from N.E. to S.W. it affords no anchorage for 
European vessels. The shore, which is only from 10 to 25 fect wide, and is 
contiguous to some bushes, was covered with small huts, protected by two small 
forts (bentings), the wind varying from N.E. to S.E., now decreasing, now 
increasing, permitted us to present to the enemy our batterics each in turn. 
The brig, tacking under main and foretop sails and top-gallant masts, neared 
the reef as close as possible. This manceuvre was repeated ten times, and every 
time the prahus were under our fire we either flew loose to the wind or 
brought-to so as to lessen the rapidity of the vessel. 

We had scarcely begun to open our fire, when the enemy, both in the 
prahus and on the shore returned it briskly, accompanying the booming of the 
cannons, by horrid howlings, and continued rollings of the gongong. The foe, 
buckler and pike in hand, danced upon the netting of their prahus. One of 
them was recognized by the ex-pirate Sibani, by his red dress, as the Panglima, 
Bapa Palakka. Most of their projectiles did not reach the brig, and did not 
damage it. 

“The sharp and well-aimed fire of the ‘ Haai’ made such havoc among the 
enemy, that about half-past 4 all the prahus discontinued defending themselves ; 
their crews withdrew gradually into the wood, carrying away with them their 
arms and their small guns (lillas), and abandoning their boats. We directed upon 
the pirates some grape-shot, which put them in a state of great confusion. Some 
grenades thrown into the wood caused them great losscs, which, according to 
Sibani’s estimation, might have amounted to 300 men. At half-past 5 in the 
afternoon, the enemy having ceased to fire, everything was in rcadiness for a 
descent, in order to complete the destruction of the prahus. Unfortunatcly the 
water was so shallow, that we were obliged to give it up; for it would have 
taken a long time to drag the long-hoats over the reef, and during the opcration 
the pirates would have materially injured the crew of them, as the brig 
was obliged to give up firing in the meantime. Threc of the large prahus and 
one small one being almost shattered, and the others very much injured, we con- 
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tented ourselves with cannonading those which were in a better condition till 1845 
sunset; and then we took to the main sea. Next day the ‘Haai’ was still at 

the same place at half-past 10 in the morning, but the 3 small prahus and the 
paduakan had disappeared. However, the miserable condition in which they 

were left allowed us to suppose that they could not have lasted long. After 
several volleys of grape-shot and cannon balls, the long-boats, armed and pro- 
vided with combustibles, were placed under the command of First lieutenant 

M. F. Courier (Dubikart), having under him the Second Lieutenant H. Budde, 

and the midshipman of Ist class, G. A. Delange. 

“ The boats made for the shore, with orders to destroy the prahus, and to 
spike or put out of use the cannons which might have been too heavy to be 
carried away. In approaching the shore, the 4 half-sunk prahus (3 of which 
were from 70 to 80 feet long, and the 4th from 50 to 60) were recognized by 
Sibani as pirate prahus from Magindano. They had been so much destroyed by 
cannon balls that they had scarcely a fathom of timber left. 

“ The 2 cannons which had been left were spiked and thrown into the water, 
and what remained of the prahus was set on fire. The crew then landed, and 
burnt the kampong to ashes. The ex-pirate Sibani guided us to a spot where 
large quantitics of paddy, rice, and pepper, had been hidden by the pirates in ditches 
in the thickest part of the wood. We discovered in the same place 2 prahus 
almost completed, 60 feet long, that the pirates had covered over with dead 
branches and atap, to prevent our discovering them. A little farther we also 
found some boxes full of wearing-clothes, some instruments, and papers. With 
the exception of these papers, all was destroyed by fire. The cannons taken 
‘from the pirates were 6 and 8-pounders, in pretty good order. 

“ Towards the southern part of the shore an altar was discovered, on which 
was placed incense, and a white flag fastened toa bamboo. Sibani made those 
who accompanied him notice in several places some little pieces of bamboo fastened 
in crosses to branches of trees, and turned to the N.E. These, according to Sibani’s 
idea, meaned that the pirates, by means of this white flag and these picces of 
bamboo, gave their accomplices notice that they were at war with the ‘Com- 
pany ;’ that they had becn driven from that place, and that they were returning 
towards the N.E. The flag was carried off, and all these signals destroyed. Not 
far from thence we noticed a good number of ancient tombs, and some graves 
newly dug up, which probably contained the pirates killed in the last fight. By 
the number of these new graves, it was casy to suppose that the pirates had 
experienced great losses. At the northern extremity of the shore, behind the 
reef, was found a prahu-pilaré, about 30 fect long, which was towed to the brig. 
It was afterwards necessary to abandon it. 

“No one on board was killed or even wounded during the action, except 
the Quartermaster, W. Bletterwyck. He was shot in the hand by the explosion 
of a powder-horn whilst performing his duties. 

When all was over, we made sail for Boneraté, so as to caution the chief 
of that place, in case, as was supposed, the pirates should come and attack it. 
When we arrived, the population was under arms, and the kampong in a state of 
defence by means of a battery of 8 cannons. They had heard the roar of our 
artillery, and ignorant of what was going on, had thought it prudent to take 
the necessary measures to insure their safety. According to the news reccived by 
the chief of Boneraté, 7 pirate prahus had been seen a little before in the 
neighbourhood of Batoe Socpo, on the coast of Mangary. Upon our arrival at 
this place no trace of the pirates could be seen, and the ‘Haai’ went again in the 
direction of Macassar, where they cast anchor on the 12th of June. 

The ex- pirate Sibani, whose name has been mentioned more than once, had 
fallen into the hands of the Dutch during a combat between the ‘ Hekla’ and some 
pirates in 1843, in the Strait of Boneraté; he was found guilty of piracy, and 
condemned to death, but this condemnation was commuted to hard labour in 
chains for 10 years; and in 1844, having rendered some services when the 
Government sent an expedition against the pirates, his condemnation was 
commuted a second time, and reduced to 5 years’ hard labour without 
chains.” 

The 28th June, 1845, a pirate prahu from Magindano was attacked and 
captured by a native functionary of the Residency of Menado, Major Djacka 
of Limbotto. The pirates had landed to obtain water, but they were soon 
discovered : as none would surrender, they were all killed. About 20 prisoners 
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1845 were found in the prahus; they were in a most deplorable state, and that day 


was the last of their sufferings and of their slavery. 

On the 15th of July and on the 14th of August, 1845, M. A. L. Weddik, 
Commissary Inspector of Borneo, Riouw, and Linga (now Governorof Borneo 
and dependencies), concluded with the Panumbaban of Simpang and of Matam 
(western coast of Borneo), Treaties, by which these Princes bound themselves to 
repress piracy along the coasts. 

At about the same time the “ Dolphyn,” schooner of the Royal Dutch 
Navy, went in the Linga waters on a cruize, which brought upon the Lieutenants 
of Marine L. F. Van Hoogenhuize and E. H. Boom, high testimony of satisfaction 
from the Government. 

In September, 2 pirate prahus appeared in the vicinity of the Bawean Isle. 
The corsairs cast their anchors before the dessa of Dipanga; but they departed 
soon after, not without exchanging a few lilla shots with the inhabitants of the 
village. 

8 large prahus (probably from Tobello) gave chase to a vessel from 
Soemanap sailing to Bali, near the Cape Sendano (Residence of Bezoeki); a 
favourable wind favoured the escape of the vessel. 

Not long before, 2 native trading-vessels going from Boeton to Solor, were 
pursued in the neighbourhood of Adenara by 5 pirate prahus, who were laying 
in wait behind the little desert Island of Batoetara or Bata-a. One ofthe vessels 
fell into the hands of the pirates, who loaded their boats with all the goods, and 
carried away prisoners the 20 persons, who besides the commander, composed 
the crew. ‘The forsaken vessel floated to the shore of Boleng (Isle of Solor). 
The other vessels, after a long chase, escaped the banditti. There have been 
other piracies committed in the course of the year 1845, but they do not deserve 
a special notice, therefore we can now sum up the events of the years 1841— 
1845. 

1, An expedition under command of Captain-Licutenant Coertzen was 
directed to the cast of Java, to the south of the Moluccas, and to the neighbour- 
hood of the Celebes. 36 prahus were destroyed on this occasion, 40 cannons 
taken, and 2 pirate haunts burnt to ashes. The steamer ‘“ Phoenix” destroyed 
near Madura 6 pirate vessels which had come to the coast south-east of Borneo. 
An expedition under the command of Lieutenant J. W. Frucht was sent on the 
eastern coast of Jambi; 59 men, prisoners of the pirates, and most of them 
subjects of the Anglo- Indian Government, recovered their liberty. The autho 
rities of Calcutta and Singapore showed their gratitude. 8 pirate prahus were 
destroyed in the waters of Macassar by an expedition under the command of 
Captain-Lieutenant ’t Hooft. 

It appears that piracy was encouraged by some of the chiefs of Linga. 
Complaints were made to the Sultan, who gave up the culprits, together with 10 
famous chiefs. [very now and then the pirates showed themselves in the Straits 
of Banka and of Sunda. These corsairs were thought to be natives of the Isles 
of Linga. 

2. The Government made a Treaty with the Sultans of Simpang and of 
Matam on the western coast of Borneo, with those of Passir and of Koetei on 
the eastern coast, and with some other petty Princes of the northern coast of 
the same island ; at last with the chief of the Isles of Sandal. The Indian Govern- 
ment received orders to stipulate positively in every Treaty with the native 
Princes the suppression of piracy. 

3. The Spanish Government of the Philippine Isles seemed inclined to send 
an expedition to destroy the dens of pirates in the Sooloo Isles. 


Conclusion. 


We shall not consider our tusk ended, if we did not conclude with a few 
words on a remarkable article of the ‘Journal of the East Indies.” This 
article, from the pen of F. A. A. Gregory, R.N., gives an excellent review of the 
endeavours of the French, English, and Spaniards, chicfly during the ycars 
1843-1844, to repress piracy in the Soolco Archipelago, and in that part of 
Bornco which belongs to Brunai (Bornco Proper), or is dependent on the 
Sultan of the Sooloo Islands. ? 
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From the researches of M. Gregory, it is evident that : 

1. In their operations on the north-western coast of Borneo, the aim of the 
English was principally to prevent piracy in that region; to establish commercial 
intercourse with the natives there ; to subdue them; and to extend gradually 
their influence, so as to form a regular colony there. 

2. The aim of the I'rench is to take possession of the Isle of Basilan, and 
after having succeeded, they will try to spread over the Archipelago of Sooloo. 

3. It is not to be expected that the Spanish Government will display 
enough power and perseverance to suppress the piracies which occur in these 
seas, 

We cannot forbear observing, that if the English Navy have lately dis- 
played more energy than formerly for the suppression of piracy, this display did 
not go beyond a part of Borneo, whilst the Dutch Navy bas alone for thirty 
years kept the pirates in check, and has protected the navigation of all nations 
in the Indian Archipelago. 

Whilst we were concluding these researches, a very interesting historical 
sketch came under our notice, ‘On the state of the Slaves in the Dutch East 
Indies, by Mr. G. J. C. S.” in which we remarked the following passage on the 
robberies (rapts) made by the pirates; which corroborates what we have stated in 
several places : 

“Wherever our power cannot extend, the Slave Trade is still possible, 
and piracy, committed with the object of carrying away human beings, has not 
yet ceased. 

“Since the year 1816, the Government has not ccased to make use of all 
the means at their disposal to repress piracy. Their efforts have not been 
completely without effect. It is evident, however, that the task is an arduous 
one, and that it can only be achieved by forcible means. 

“Tn all agreements entered into with the native Princes and Chiefs, especi- 
ally with those of Linga, Riouw, Borneo, &c., under whose governments are to 
be found most of that kind of trading vessels and traders who devote themselves 
to what is called ‘seeking a fortune,’ it has always been declared that the 
Government of India was determined to pievent piracy, and to chastise with 
the utmost rigour those who should be engaged in it, even if they were the 
subjects of their allies ; and on their side, those Princes have always bound them- 
selves to adopt the same measures of repression: but such treaties which tend to 
repress an almost innate habit among the Malays, and which has become their 
favourite pursuit, have been too ofien neglected. 

“Tt is in the Malay’s nature to rove on the scasin his prahu, as it is in that 
of the Arab to wander with his steed on the sands of the desert. It is as impos- 
sible to retain an Arab in a village or in an habitation, as to limit the adventu- 
rous life of a Malay to fishing and trading. 

“ The object or pretext of the Malay, when he thus wanders, is fishing; he 
even attempts it, but this occupation must not be too arduous for him ; if he 
does not make by it a prompt and easy gain, he well knows how to seek his 
fortune (‘ ‘Tjari Ontong ;’—these are his expressions), and mean that the first 
prahu he sees and thinks weaker than his own, he will attack openly, or will try 
to get posscssion of by treachery. ‘The vessel once captured, he takes the crew 
and the goods to some place where the power of the Government will not reach 
him, and where he will be able to barter or sell his booty without being obliged 
to account for the possession of it. 

“ If the annihilation of piracy is wished for, it will be necessary for a long 
time to adopt protective measures towards the weak, and repressive measures 
against the culpable. Such will be the work of civilization, and the Malay 
pirate, who does not indecd follow his pursuits without danger or trouble, taught 
by experience, will understand that with less danger, and with still less tvouble, he 
can procure for himself, by honourable industry, everything he wants, and which 
he procures now by crime, and by peril of life. 

“ Whilst on the one hand the endeavours of the Government aim at such a 
result, on the other hand they do not neglect any cnergctic mcasure to repress 
piracy. 

“The papers have oftcn announced the success of our expeditions; the 
English papers even have often rendered justice to the zcal and eflicacious 
measures of the Dutch Government to suppress piracy in the Indian Archipelago ; 
and the comparison drawn by those papers between the efforts made in favour 
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of this cause by the British Government, and those of our own Government, 
was not in favour of the English. 

‘« But as we have before stated, piracy has taken root too deeply in the habits 
of the people of the Indian Archipelago, to render the power and good will of 
the Dutch Government sufficient to eradicate it. Time alone will act more 
effectually.” 

The memoirs of Sir Stamford Raffles will add their weight to the justness 
and veracity of these obscrvations. ; 

We could not conclude this article better than by quoting the words, full of 
meaning, which have been uttered in the National Representation : 

“The success of the measures adopted in the Indian Archipelago with the 
view of repressing piracy, will undoubtedly contribute to cause the name of the 
Dutch to be held in honour among commercial nations.”—(Answer of the 
States-General to the Speech from the Throne, October 28, 1844.) 
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Papers respecting the Operations against the Pirates on 
the North-West Coast of Borneo. 


No. 1. 


The Secretary to the India Board to Viscount Canning. 


Extract.) January 7, 1845. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to trans- 
mit to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for Forei 
Affairs, extract of a letter dated the 23rd of November, 1844, which the 
Governor-General of India in Council has addressed to the Secret Committee 
of the East India Company. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 1. 
The Governor-General of India in Council to the Secret Committee. 


(Extract.) Fort William, November 23, 1844. 


WE take this opportunity of transmitting, for your information, the 
Hon. Captain Keppel’s report of his operations against the pirates on the 
north-west coast of Borneo, which have been attended with signal success. 

It will be observed, from the 2nd paragraph of Captain Keppel’s 
report, that he mercly assumed the operations against the pirates which 
he had been unable to complete before he was recalled to China last year. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 1. 


The Governor of Prince of Wales Island, &c., to the Secretary to the 
Government of India. 


Sir, Singapore, September 14, 1844. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Right 
Hon. the Governor-General of India, the accompanying copy of a letter 
from Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel, reporting the result of his opera- 
tion against the pirates on the north-west coast of Borneo, which have 
been attended with the most signal success. 

2. On his return from China, Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel addressed 
the annexed letter to the Resident Councillor at Singapore; and on the 
steamer ‘Phlegethon” being: placed under Captain Keppel’s orders, he 
forthwith proceeded to Mr. Brooke’s scttlement at Sarawak, when mea- 
sures were concerted for an expedition up the Sakarran River in company 
with Mr. Brooke, the Rajah Pangeran, Muda Hassim, from whom that 
gentleman holds this settlement, Mr. Steward, a merchant who has recently 
joined Mr. Brooke, and 300 Malayan followers. 

3. Captain Keppel’s despatch will satisfy the Right Hon. the Gover- 
nor-General, that a task of no ordinary difficulty has been accomplished 
in a manner reflecting the highest ee upon all concerned, showing 
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much judgment in the plan of operations, and all that energy and enter- 
prise which was to be looked for from Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel’s 
proceedings against the pirates on the coast of Borneo. 

4. The expedition proceeded more than 100 miles up the Sakarran 
River, overcoming every obstacle, and they were many and great, made 
by the pirates to retard the advance of the boats. The principal strong- 
hold was at Patusen, about fifty miles from the mouth of the river, where 
there were four forts in the form of a crescent. These works were simul- 
taneously attacked and carried, no less than fifty-six guns, princi- 
cipally brass, a vast quantity of ammunition, and a ton and a half of 
powder being taken. The next was the stockaded position of Undof, 
about thirty miles in advance of Patusen, which was, in like manner, car- 
ried without a check, and here again more guns and ammunition were 
captured, and here fell First-Lieutenant Wade, of the ship “ Dido,” bravely 
leading on his men. The last affair appears to have been near Karangan, 
twenty miles in advance of Undof, a hand-to-hand fight on the river, in 
which Mr. Steward was killed. 

5. It will be observed that there was no lack of means or inclination 
to offer opposition; and when it is remembered that these are the most 
desperate set of pirates in the Malayan Archipelago, and were commanded 
by their chieftains at the very threshold of their homes, I feel assured that 
this expedition will be considered as no common undertaking. With a 
view of rendering Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel’s able report of his 
operations still more intelligible, I have caused a rough sketch of the coast 
of Borneo to be prepared, showing the river and places mentioned in the 
despatch as far as the steamer “ Phlegethon’” proceeded. This, with the 
log of the steamer which I have called for, will I trust enable the Right 
Hon. the Governor-General of India to form a clear judgment of one of 
the most spirited enterprises that has ever been undertaken against the 
pirates in these seas. 

In the absence of any evidence from Captain Keppel regarding the 

iratical propensities of the chieftains he attacked, Sheriff Satube and 
Reiff Mulak, I deemed it advisable to take the depositions of the nakodahs 
of two vessels from Borneo, now lying in the Singapore roads. These are 
also appended, and will distinctly show that these chieftains are, and have 
long been, the main instigators, and not unfrequently the principal 
actors, in the piratical cruelties and robberies committed between these 
settlements and Borneo. 

There is one subject to which I would respectfully solicit the atten- 
tion of the Right Hon. the Governor-General of India, viz., Mr. Brooke’s 
settlement at Sarawak. 1t will be perceived that this gentleman accom- 

anied the expedition with the Rajah Pangeran Muda. Hassim, from whom 
Re holds this land, another settler at Sarawak, Mr. Steward, who was 
killed in the affair at Karangan, and 300 Malays from Sarawak. It 
necessarily follows that the people in the petty States through which the 
expedition passed, as well as the parties attacked, who, though pirates, 
are independent chiefs, holding sway over a large tract of country, will 
suppose that we were supporting Mr. Brooke and the Rajah Pangeran 
Muda Hassim; and the fact noticed in the log of the “ Phlegethon,” under 
date the 2nd September, regarding the appointment of a Governor at 
Linga by Rajah Budrudeen, and Mr. Brooke would corroborate this. 
The circumstances also alluded to in the last paragraph but one of 
Captain Keppel’s despatch, viz., the desire of the people that we should 
assume the Government of their country, more fully substantiates that 
such was their impression. If it be not proposed to uphold Mr. Brooke 
in his present position, I can hardly think it expedient to allow him and 
the undisciplined followers from his settlement to co-operate with us on 
such occasions as that under report. If, on the other hand, Mr. Brooke’s 
settlement is to be considered under our protection or that of the British 
Government, I beg respectfully that I may have instructions to that effect, 
as I might be called upon to render that gentleman assistance against the 
neighbouring chiefs, who prior to the expedition meditated an attack 
upon him and the Rajah Pangeran Hassim, which led to their stockading 
themselves at Sarawak. 
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8. It affords me especial pleasure in submitting this report of the 
spirited operations against the pirates and the unprecedented success 
which has attended them, to call the notice of the Governor-General of 
India to the high testimony borne by Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel to 
the service performed by the “ Phiegethon,” the complete and efficient 
state of her boats, and above all to the manner in which he speaks of the 
gallant bearing of Mr. Coverly, first officer, and Mr. Simpson, second 
officer of that vessel, who were the first to crown the heights of Undof 
when the First-Lieutenant of the ‘* Dido” was killed. 

9. In conclusion I beg most respectfully to annex the copies of letters 
which I have addressed to Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel, commanding 
the expedition, and Captain Scott, commanding the Hon. East India 
Company’s steamer “ Phlegethon,” which I trust will be approved of. 

p T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. W. BUTTERWORTH. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 


Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel to the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island, &c. 


Sir, Sarawak, September 4, 1844. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that after leaving Singapore in 
Her Majesty’s ship under my command on the 25th July, in company with 
the Honourable Company's steamer ‘‘ Phlegethon,” I arrived off the coast 
of Borneo on the 30th ultimo, where the appearance of a vessel of war had 
been long anxiously looked for. 

I believe you are aware that last year I was recalled to China, before 
I had time to complete the arrangements I had made for putting down 
the different hordes of pirates that have so long infested this coast, to the 
great detriment of trade, and who are daily committing horrors disgrace- 
ful to humanity. I was then obliged to rest satiafied with the promise 
of some chiefs to abstain in future from piracy, while I made an example 
of the piratical tribe of Serebas. 

On my arrival at Sarawak I received information of numerous acts 
of piracy recently committed by two chiefs (Sheriff Satube and Mulak), 
both of whom have long been notorious for having carried on an 
organized system of piracy; I moreover learned that these chiefs had 
taken up and strongly fortified a position, in which they were prepared 
and determined to resist any European force that should endeavour to 
control their actions, and that from this position they had for the last 
three months incessantly harassed the entire coast. ; 

From the Rajah Muda Hassim, I received a letter, a copy of which 
I have the honour to inclose ; and taking into consideration the handsome 
manner my efforts- to suppress piracy on this coast last year were 
acknowledged and appreciated by the Honourable Company’s Resident 
Councillor at Singapore, and having also received the approbation of my 
Commander-in-chief, as well as of the Lords of the Admiralty, I did not 
hesitate to at once carry out my former arrangements, which were 
rendered comparatively easy by the assistance of the steamer. 

On the 5th ultimo, with the boats of the ‘‘ Dido” in tow of the 
“‘Phlegethon,” and a native force of about 300 men from Mr. Brooke’s 
settlement at Sarawak, we proceeded to the mouth of the Sakarran. 
This river is situated about 25 miles to the E.N.E. of the Maratabas, 
and is of considerable extent—running nearly parallel with and is next to 
the Serebas. Another river, the Linga, runs into the Sakarran at about 
20 miles up. Patusen, the fortified position of Sheriff Satube, is in a deep 
bay, about 50 miles from the entrance; and above this, at about 65 miles, 
is another branch, called the Undop, leading to the town and residence 
of Sheriff Mulak ; and up the same beach: 20 miles further, are a tribe 
of Dyaks of that name, subject to his authority. Five miles above the 
mouth of the Undop, the river branches off at right angles—that to the 


6 


right being called the Lupar, and the one to the left, leading to the 
Sakarran country, retains that name. 

On the morning of the 7th we anchored in front of Patusen, which 
we found defended by four strong forts, placed in the form of a crescent. 
I directed my First-Lieutenant, Mr. Wade, to take command of the boats 
of the “ Dido” and “ Phlegethon” (being in all nine boats, carrying 13 
officers, 108 seamen, and 16 marines), to proceed towards the centre, and 
then spread out and attack the whole of the forts at the same time. This 
service was performed in the most gallant style. The pirates were the 
first to fire, but in less than a quarter of an hour they were driven from 
their guns, our men entering at the embrasures. I must here give the 
boats the entire credit, as, owing to the defective state of the quill tubes, 
not a gun was fired from the steamer until after the men had effected 
a landing. As soon as the forts were captured, our native followers 
landed, plundered and burned the town; no less than 56 guns of various 
sizes (most of them brass) were taken, also all the private property 
belonging to Sheriff Sahib, as well as vast quantities of ammunition—not 
less than a ton and a half of gunpowder fell into the hands of our people, 
besides which upwards of 200 boats were destroyed. 

As it was thought Sheriff Satube might take refuge with Sheriff Jaffa in 
the Linga River, I sent to caution that chief against receiving or giving 
him any encouragement, on pain of being visited in a similar manner. 

In the attack we had one man killed and two severely wounded; the 
loss on the part of the pirates must have been considerable, but difficult 
to estimate from the dread they have of their dead or wounded falling 
into the hands of their enemies. 

Sheriff Mulak was the next chief to be punished ; and on the morning 
of the 10th the “Phlegethon” anchored off the mouth of the Lupar 
Branch, distant about sixty-six miles from the entrance. Finding it was 
not advisable to take the steamer any higher up, the same boats that had 
attacked Patuscn proceeded up the Undop; but owing to the narrowness 
of the river and its capabilities of defence, our progress was slow. We 
had continued skirmishing with large parties of Dyaks and Malays, and 
a stockade on the summit of a hill and several strong defences were 
earricd with considerable loss to the enemy. On the 12th we got up to 
and burned Sheriff Mulak’s town, which, though of considerable extent, 
was deserted. I here learned that the enemy had retreated, and would 
probably make a stand at the Dyak village of Undop, situated on the 
summit of a steep hill about fifteen miles higher up the river. 

On advancing we found that every obstacle was again thrown in our 
way: upwards of a hundred large trees had been felled across the stream 
at short intervals, which, after a continual labour of two days, we removed 
sufficiently to allow the lighter boats to proceed up. We found the hill 
about four miles in circumference, round three-fourths of which the river 
flowed. It was evident the pirates never thought it possible we could get 
at them; and Sheriff Mulak himself, in a large war-prahu, had a narrow 
escape of being taken by Lieutenant Wade, and only saved himself by 
swimming. The pirates were driven from their boats to any encampment 
they had formed half way up the Dyak village, on the heights; both of 
which positions were carried without check, and the houses burned and 
property destroyed: several more guns were also taken at this place. 
It was here that we sustained a loss in Licutenant Wade, who fell 
mortally wounded. While gallantly leading and cheering on his men to 
attack the heights, he was struck by two rille-shots. 

Waving punished the two principals, 1 next prepared to attack the 
Sakarran Dyaks, the most determined pirates and the most cruel savages 
in Borneo. They partially man and supply the war-boats, which the 
Malays complete, furnishing the fire-arms and ammunition. They are 
said to muster 10,000 warriors,and can put to sca with upwards of 
100 prahus, carrying from 60 to 100 men each. 

The point I intended to reach was their principal town, situated on 
the right bank of the river at a place called Karangan, about 30 miles 
above where the steamer lay, and more than a 100 from the entrance of the 
Sakarran. 
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On the 17th, the same force, with the exception of two of the 
“Phlegethon ” cutters, left to cut firewood, proceeded up the Sakarran. 
‘On our way we burned a number of war-boats found in the different 
creeks or concealed in the long grass on the banks. Occasionally skir- 
‘mishing took place with the advanced boats; but our progress was not 
‘interrupted until the morning of the 19th, when the country, which had 
hitherto been highly cultivated, assumed a wilder appearance, the turning 
‘of the river became more abrupt, and the banks in many places very 
steep with large overhanging trees. On this morning, while our men 
‘were at breakfast, a party of native followers, in light boats, under a 
gallant old Malay (Chief Patingy Ali), accompanied by Mr. Steward 
(a gentleman residing at Sarawak), went a-head to reconnoitre, with 
strict orders to return on the slightest appearance of the enemy. Unfor- 
tunately, however, from their very rash advance, they fell into an 
ambuscade, formed of six war-prahus concealed within the entrance of 
a narrow gorge at a sudden turn of the river between two steep hills. 
These. war-boats were protected with strong breastworks of bamboo, 
carrying from fifty to sixty men each. 

No sooner had Patingy Ali entered, than a raft was launched from the 
bank to intercept his retreat while the prahus came down three of a-side, 
completely overwhelming and upsetting the smaller boats, when many of 
‘them were speared ; our leading boats coming up, by a gallant attack 
and well-directed fire, kept the pirates in check, and further assistance 
being at hand, in a few minutes the whole of the war-prahus were either 
sunk or capsized. The slaughter was great, as, in the confused state with 
hundreds of pirates unable to escape, still fighting on the bottom of the 
capsized boats, while thousands hurled spears and stones on us from the 
banks, it was uscless to think of either giving or receiving quarter; they 
could not, however, stand long against our fire-arms, and after losing 
many men they fled along the banks of the river, whilst we pressed on in 
our boats to prevent their rallying before we arrived at their town, which 
we reached and burned without further opposition. 

Although we had only a few Europeans slightly wounded, I regret 
that 30 of our native followers, besides Mr. Steward, were killed, and 18 
‘severely wounded. The loss op the part of the pirates must have been very 
great, but impossible to form a correct estimate. 

Above Karangan, except when the water rises after heavy rains, it is 
impassable for large boats, so we dropped down, burning houses and 
destroying a vast number of war-prahus on our way. 

On the 20th we again reached the steamer ; and while off the remains 
of Patusen, on the 22nd, I was joined by Captain Sir Edward Belcher, 
with the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “ Samarang,” who, having heard of 
our proceedings on his arrival off the mouth of the Maratabas, immediately 
came to our assistance, and on the 24th we returned to the “ Dido” at 
Sarawak. 

I anticipate that great good must follow the last blow given to the 
only remaining pirates of any note on this north-west coast of Borneo. 

There is a depét now established for British goods at Sarawak; and 
during the three weeks that we had stopped the Sakarran pirates, the 
trade with the adjacent rivers increased considerably. No less than eight 
boats were prevented from crossing over to trade to Singapore this year, 
from the Sarawak River alone; and I may venture to express my convic- 
tion that the interests of British commerce will be materially advanced by 
a firm pursuance of measures for the correction of the piratical commu- 
nities, not only on the coast of Borneo, but throughout the Archipelago. 

In submitting these proceedings to your notice, I cannot speak too 
highly of the gallant conduct of all engaged, or of the very creditable and 
efficient state of the ‘ Phlegethon’s” Toute. and I take this opportunity 
of mentioning that Mr. Coverly, the first officer, and Mr. Simpson, of the 
* Phlegethon,” were the two first on the heights of Undop, in leading to 
which the first-lieutenant of the “ Dido” was killed. 

I need not mention the very great advantage of such a vessel as 
the “ Phlegethon,” whose occasional appearance alone, after what has 
occurred, would, in my opinion, be sufficient to keep in check future 
piracies on this coast. 
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On the morning after my return to Sarawak I received information 
that Sheriff Satube was endeavouring to collect his followers, and claim 
protection from Sheriff Jaffa in the Linga; wishing to prove to that chief 
that we were not to be trifled with, I immediately prepared to visit him; 
and on the morning of the 28th, having been again joined by Captain Sir 
Edward Belcher, with the boats of the “Samarang,” we proceeded in tow 
of the “ Phlegethon” to the north of the Linga, and before proceeding up 
were met by the chiefs of the Bajow, a numerous and powerful tribe of 
Dyaks, from whom we received assurances’ that Sheriff Satube should not 
settle in their river, and who appeared sincere when they expressed their 
wishes that we should unite with them in at once eepalling him the 
country. Hearing that he was still holding on with 500 followers at a 
place called Ujong, although difficult of access for our boats, I thought it 
as well to let him know our determination that no supporters of piracy 
could remain unmolested in this country. Accordingly, after two days 
dragging our boats some miles up a jungle stream, we got so near as to 
cause his precipitate and final departure across the mountains to the 
Pontiana River; we then returned with our now rather imposing European 
force, and anchored for a day off the town of Banting, and, on leaving, 
met the chiefs, both Malays and Dyaks. 

Our feelings and intentions with respect to piracy were clearly and 
fully explained, and appeared to be received by them with a very proper 
feeling, the predominant one being that the British Government should 
take possession of and rule the country. 

I have directed the “Phlegethon” to return to Singapore, whither I 
intend proceeding in a few days. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. . 


Inclosure 4 in No. 1. 
Pangeran Muda Hassim to Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel. 


THIS comes from Pangeran Muda Hassim, Rajah of Borneo, to our 
friend Captain Keppel, in command of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship 
«* Dido.” 

We beg to let our friend Captain Keppel know, that the pirates of 
Sakarran, whom we mentioned last year, still continue their piracies by 
sea and land, and that many Malays under Sheriff Satube, who have been 
accustomed to send or to accompany the gipece and to share in their 
spoil, have gone to the Sakarran River, with a resolve of defending them- 
selves rather than accede to our wishes that they should abandon piracy. 

Last year Captain Belcher told the Sultan and myself, that it would 
be pleasing to the Queen of England that we should repress piracy, and 
we signed an agreement, at his request, in which we promised to do so; 
and we tell our friend of the piracies and evil actions of the Sakarran 
people, who have for many years eid done much mischief to trade, and 
make it dangerous for boats to sail along the coast, and this year many 
prahus which wanted to sail to Singapore have been afraid. 

We inform our friend Captain Keppel of this, as we desire to end all 
the piracy, and to perform our agreement with the Queen of England. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 1. 
Depositions taken relative to Piracy on the Coast of Borneo. 


DOWICH MALAY. I am nakodah of a trading-boat ; I have been 
six times to Singapore for commercial purposes; I arrived here this morn- 
ing from Oyak, situated about three days’ sail from Sarawak—l left forty- 
five days since; my boat is 75 tons burthen, with a crew of thirty-four 
men and three guns. The coast of Borneo is infested with pirates, and 
has been so for years; I have been chased by pirates. The pirates con- 





9 


sist principally of Lauddons and Dyaks. I have never been at Sakarran ; 
I know there is such a place; a large number of Dyaks reside there; they 
are pirates, and commit ravages along the coast; I have often been told 
that Sheriff Satube and Sheriff Mulak live at Sakarran; they are the chiets 
of that place; but whether they exercise any direct control over the pira- 
tical Dyaks, I am not prepared to say with certainty. 

The Dyaks of Serebas are notorious pirates. I have heard of Linga; 
Sheriff Jaffa is the chief. I know nothing to his prejudice. 

Before me, 

(Signed) F. CHURCH, Resident Councillor. 
September 10, 1844. : j 


Mah Dout, Malay. I live at Moka, a place situated between Borneo 
Proper and Sarawak; I have been at Singapore very often to trade. I 
arrived yesterday, out thirty-five days from Moka; my boat is 35 tons 
burthen, with a crew of twenty-five men; cargo, raw sago. There are 
doubtless many pirates on the coast. I have never fallen in with any 
during my repeated voyages to and fro. The pirates are said to be Ben- 
guinnies, from near Sooloo and the Dyaks of Borneo, the latter never ven- 
ture far out at sea, but confine their depredations to the proximity of the 
coast. They have large boats capable of containing from 25 to 100 men 
each. Sefetnd is the principal settlement of the piratical Dyaks. I am 
personally acquainted with Sheriff Satube ; he formerly lived at Sadong ; I 
saw him there ; some time since he removed to Sakarran; he is the chief of 
that place; the inhabitants are Dyaks ; they are numerous, and addicted 
to piracy. The piracies must of course be perpetrated with the knowledge 
of Sherif Satube, who participates in the booty. I also know Sheriff Jaffa, 
of Linga; I have never heard his people are addicted to piracy ; there 
exists a deadly feud between the Dyaks of Serebas and Linga. Other 
trading-boats may be expected from Moka. 

Before me, 
(Signed) F. CHURCH, Resident Councillor. 


September 11, 1844. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 1. 
Commander Scott to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island, &c. 


Sir, Singapore, September 13, 1844. . 
I BEG to forward for your information, copy of a letter to my 
address, dated the 6th instant, touching the late operations at Borneo. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. R. SCOTT.. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 1. 
Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel to Commander Scott. 


Sir, Sarawak, September 6, 1844. 


I CANNOT permit your departure from under my orders without 
expressing to you the sense | entertain of your zeal and attention 
during our last operations on the coast of Borneo, and I hope that my 
despatch to the Governor of Singapore will ensure to you the thanks you 
so justly merit from the head of your own service. 

Ian, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY KEPPEL. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 1. 


The Governor of Prince of Wales Island, &c., to Captain the Hon. Henry 
Keppel. 
‘Sir, Singapore, September 11, 1844. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter under 
date the 24th instant, giving me the details of an expedition to the north- 
west coast of Borneo, with Her Majesty’s ship “ Dido” and the Honourable 
Company’s steamer “ Phlegethon,” under your command, for the suppres- 
Bion a piracy, which shall be transmitted to the Supreme Government 
of India. 

From the period of my arrival in the Straits my attention has been 
directed to a movement against the pirates along the coast of Borneo, 
whose cruelties form the subject of complaints from every native trader, 
and are prominently set forth in all notices of the Malayan Archipelago. 
Your application to the Resident Councillor of Singapore to have the 
* Phlegethon” placed under your orders, and Mr. Church’s report of her 
departure, which reached me at Penang, was the first intimation that I 
received of your intended movements, and I had therefore no opportunity 
of communicating with you on the subject. 

This, however, was unnecessary, the measures you adopted are shown 
to have been vigorous, determined, and attended with complete success, 
reflecting as much honour upon yourself as on the brave followers serving 
under your orders; whilst 1 trust the awe inspired by your proceedings 
will prove as lasting as it appears at present to be deep and sincere, and 
lead to our national character being more fully appreciated, and the British 
banner more readily respected in future. 

The high terms in which, when speaking of the service rendered by 
the Hon. East India Company’s steamer “Phlegethon,” you have been 
pleased to notice the conduct wf the first officer, Mr. Coverly, and second 
officer, Mr. Simpson, shall be especially brought to the notice of the 
Supreme Government of India. 

Being unacquainted with the instructions which you may have 
received touching the recognition of Mr. Brooke’s settlement, [ am pre- 
cluded from forming any opinion of the policy or expediency of allowing 
that gentleman and his undisciplined followers to co-operate in the 
expedition, which, as far as your operation against the pirates are 
concerned, has been attended with most unprecedented success. The 
depositions of the pirates captured and those persons rescued from 
slavery would have proved acceptable; but probably they have been 
eppened to your report to his Excellency the Naval Commander-in- 
chief. 

I shall not fail to direct especial attention to the effect which your 
energetic proceedings may have upon the trade to this settlement during 
the ensuing season ; and it may prove satisfactory to you to learn that 
subsequent to your last visit to the coast of Borneo, the trade has 
increased, notwithstanding the number of boats which you mention were 
prevented from crossing over this year from Sarawak. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expressing my regret at the 
prospect of so soon losing the services of an officer who has shown so 
much energy and enterprise ina cause of such paramount importance 
to humanity as the destruction of the pirates who infest these seas, and 
who are universally allowed to be the enemies of all nations. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. J. BUTTERWORTH. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 1. 
The Governor of Prince of Wales Island, §c. to Commander Scott. 
Sir, Singapore, September 13, 1844, 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, 
inclosing a copy of a communication to your address from Captain the 
Honourable I. Keppel, Her Majesty’s ship “ Dido,” expressing the high 
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sense he entertains of your zeal and attention, and the service rendered by, 
the Honourable Company’s steamer “Phlegethon,” during the recent 
operations on the coast of Borneo, which I will not fail to submit to the 
Supreme Government. 

That success. would attend the expedition against the pirates on the 
north-western. coast of Borneo; was to. be anticipated: from the approved 
experience and acknowledged gallantry of your commander, Captain. the 
Honourable Henry Keppel, but such an unprecedented result as the: 
destruction of the main strongholds of men who-have been the scourge of 
the seas for years past, and whose courage and cruelties are proverbial,, 
could only have been effected by the most untiring zeal, energy, and! 
enterprise from all concerned, more especially when it is remembered that. 
these-strongholds were situated between fifty and a hundred miles up a 
difficult river to which every obstacle was thrown with a view of. 
retarding your progress, and that the pirates were commanded in.person: 
by their chieftains, Sheriff Satube and Sheriff Mulak. 

It affords me the highest gratification to notice here, what shall be 
specially laid before the Supreme Government, the honourable testimony. 
borne to the determined valour of Mr. Coverly, first officer, and Mr. 
Simpson, second officer, of the ‘“‘ Phlegethon,” by Captain the Honourable 
H. Keppel, who observes in his public despatch, when speaking of the 
gallant conduct of all engaged, and the creditable and efficient state of 
“ Phlegethon’s ” boats, that these officers were the two first on the heights: 
of Undof, in leading to which. the First-Lieutenant of the “Dido” was: 
killed. I have, &c:. 

(Signed) W.. J. BUTTERWORTH, 





No. 2. 


Mr. Brooke to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received June 25.) 


(Extract.) Singapore, March 31, 1845. 


THERE are four principal Rajahs in Bruné, who in very unequal 
degrees influence the affairs of the country. The Sultan enjoys the 
prestige of situation only, and in all matters of state is ruled by the 
Rajah Muda Hassim, who, with his brother Pangeran Budrudeen, have 
a is e majority of the inhabitants of the city devoted to them, and’ 
are themselves sincerely desirous to suppress piracy, to encourage 
trade, and to cultivate the most friendly relations with Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

Pangeran Usop, though nominally obedient to the Government of 
Muda Hassim, is in no wise to be trusted; but he is only dangerous from 
his connexion with Sheriff Hansman and the pirates of Malludu, to whom 
he looks for support and with whom he is in league. 

Subsequent to the departure of Her Majesty’s ship “ Samarang” from 
Bruné in. the month of October 1844, one of the first measnres of the 
Rajah Muda. Hassim, on assuming the reins of Government, was an inti- 
mation to Sheriff Hausman of Malludu, and to the [lanuns of Tampasuk, 
of his Treaty with Her Majesty’s Government for the suppression of 
piracy, warning them to desist, and. ordering them on no account to visit 
or to trade with Bruné whilst they continued to pirate. This measure, 
though it proves the sincerity of Muda Hassim, was sowewhat premature, 
and its effect was an open defiance from Sheriff Hausman to the Borneo 
Government, accompanied by a threat of attacking Bruné; and as if to 
prove his determination of continuing his piratical practices, this sheriff, 
with his. prahus, shortly afterwards plundered and burned a European, 
vessel which was stranded near a small island called Mangsi: 

I do not dwell on this subject, as the fact alone that Bruné is 
threatened with an attack from pirates, in consequence of the preliminary 
proposition made by the Sultan and Muda Hassim to Her Majesty's 
Government for the suppression of piracy, will convey more fully to your 
Lerdship’s mind the character of this piratical sheriff than any comments 
of mine, could do. 

It would be lamentable, oe very first step taken by a well. 
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disposed but unwarlike people for the discouragement of piracy, lead to 
their being attacked; and I am sure that your Lordship will feel how 
highly desirable it will be to act vigorously and consistently against 
Piratical communities, which, after usurping territory, arrogate all the 
rights of independent sovereignties. The arrival of Her Majesty’s ship 
* Driver” with your Lordship’s letter, was the more gratifying, therefore, to 
the Sultan and the Rajah Muda Hasim, as it relieved them from their 
apprehensions; and they lost no time in addressing letters to Captain 
Bethune and myself, requesting protection, and at the same time reiterating 
their entire fidelity to their former engagements. This protection, pending 
the decision of Hee Majesty’s Government, I readily promised; and I 
do not doubt that on a representation of the circumstances to Colonel . 
Butterworth, C.B., Governor of the Straits, that officer will, with his 
usual alacrity to advance British interests, detach a steamer for the 
purpose. 

_I forbear from here offering any remarks on the best means for. 
the suppression of piracy and the extension of commerce, as I have 
the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s perusal a brief memoir on 
the subject. . 

It is difficult in writing, to convey a clear idea of the utter decay and 
weakness of the native Governments; and the consequent impunity with 
which piracy is carried on; but it is satisfactory to know that under no 
circumstances can the better-disposed and industrious portion of the 
various communities be worse governed or more miserable than at present ; . 
and that a course of measures against the piratical hordes which shall 
clear the sea for the lawful trader, must greatly tend to the advancement 
and development of these interesting countries. 





Inclosure in No. 2. 


Memorandum on the Suppression of Piracy and the Extension of Commerce 
in the Eastern Archipelago. 


THE piracy of the Eastern Archipelago is entirely distinct from 
Piracy in the western world, for from the condition of the various Govern- 
ments, the facilities offered by natural situation, and the total absence of 
all restraint from European nations, the pirate communities have attained 
an importance on the coasts and islands most removed from foreign 
settlements. Thence they issue forth and commit depredations on the 
native trade, enslave the inhabitants at the entrance of rivers, and attack 
ill-armed or stranded European vessels, and roving from place to place 
they find markets for slaves and plunder. 

The old established Malay Governments (such as Borneo and Suluk), 
weak and distracted, are probably without exception participators in or 
victims to piracy, and in many cases both—purchasing from one set of 

irates, and enslaved and plundered by another: and whilst their depen- 
denbice are abandoned, the unprotected trade languishes from the natural 
dread of the better-disposed natives of undertaking a coasting voyage. 

It is needless to dwell upon the evil effects of piracy, but before ven- 
turning an opinion on the most effectual means of suppression, I propose 
briefly to give an account of such pirate communities as I am acquainted 
with, 

The pirates on the coast of Borneo may be classed into those who 
make long voyages in large heavy-armed prahus, such as the Illanuns, 
Balanigui, &c., and the lighter Dyak fleets which make short but destruc- 
tive excursions in swift prahus, and seek to surprise rather than openly 
to attack their prey; a third, and probably the worst class, are usually 
half-bred Arab sheriffs, who, possessing themselves of the territory of some 
Malay State, form a nucleus for piracy—a rendezvous and market for all 
the roving fleets; and although occasionally sending out their own fol- 
lowers, they more frequently seek profit by making advances in food, arms, 
and gunpowder, to all who will agree at an exorbitant rate to repay them 
in slaves. 
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The Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran were under the influence of two 
Arab sheriffs who employed them on piratical excursions, and shared in 
equal parts the plunder obtained; I had once the opportunity of counting ’ 
ninety-eight boats about to start on a cruize, and reckoning the crew of 
each boat at the moderate average of twenty-five men, it gives a body of 
2,450 men on a piratical excursion. 

The piracies of these Arab sheriffs and their Dyaks were so notorious 
that it is needless to detail them here, but one curious feature which 
throws a light on the state of oc Icannot forbear mentioning. On. 
all occasions of a Dyak fleet being about to make a piratical excursion, a 
gong was beat round the town ordering a particular number of Malays to 
embark, and in case any one failed to obey, he was fined the sum of 30 
rupees by the sheriff of the place. 

The blow struck by Captain Keppel, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Dido,” 
on these communities was so decisive as to have put an entire end to their 
pieces The leaders, Sheriff Satube and Sheriff Mulak, have fled, the 

alay population has been dispersed, and the Dyaks so far humbled as to 
sue for protection; and in future, by substituting local Malay rulers of 
good character, in lieu of the piratical sheriffs, a check will be placed on 
the Dyaks, and they may be broken of their piratical habits, in as far as 
interferes with the trade of the coast. 

The next pirate horde we meet with is a mixed community of Illanuns 
and Bajows (or sea Bypsies), located at Tampasuk, a few miles up a small 
river. They are not formidable in number, and their depredations are 
chiefly committed on the Spanish territory, their market, and recently, 
being Bruné or Borneo Proper. They might readily be dispersed and 
driven back to their own country, and the Dusuns, or villagers (as the name 
signifies), might be protected and encouraged. 

Sheriff Hausman, a half-bred Arab, is located in Malludu Bay, and 
has by account from 1500 to 2000 men with him. He is beyond doubt a 
pirate, direct and indirect; and occasionally commands excursions in 
person, or employs the Illanuns of Tampasuk and others to the eastward, 
who, for their.own convenience, make common cause with him. He has 
no pretension to the territory he si and the authority he exerts (by 
means of his piratical forde) over the interior tribes in his vicinity and 
on the Island of Labuan, is of the worst and most oppressive description. 
This sheriff has probably never come in contact with any Europeans, and 
consequently openly professes to hold their power in scorn. To my own 
knowledge, Sheriff Hausman has seized and sold into slavery a boat’s 
crew (about twenty men) of the “Sultana,” a merchant-ship which was 
burned in the Palawan Passage. Within the last few months he has 
plundered and burned a European vessel stranded near the Mangsi Isles; 
and to show his entire independence of control, his contempt for European 
power, and his determination to continue in his present course, he has — 
threatened to attack the city of Bruné, in consequence of the Bruné 
Government having entered into a treaty with Her Majesty’s Government 
for the discouragement and suppression of piracy. 

This fact speaks volumes. An old established and recognised Malay 
Government is to be attacked by a lawless adventurer, who has seized on 
a portion of its territory and lives by piracy, for venturing to treat with 

_a foreign Power for the best purposes. If any further proof of piracy 
were requisite, it could readily be established by numerous witnesses 
(themselves the victims), and by the most solemn declarations of the Bruné 
authorities, that peaceful traders on the high seas have been stopped by 
the prahus of this sheriff and his allies, their vessels seized, their property 
plundered, and their persons enslaved; numerous witnesses could attest 
their having been reduced to slavery, and detained in the very household 
of Sheriff Hausman. When, however, the fact of his having sold into 
slavery the crew of a British vessel (which has been established before the 
Singapore authorities) comes to be known, I conceive every other proof of 
the character of this person as completely superfluous. 

The indirect piracy of Sheriff Hausman is even more mischievous than 
what is directly committed, for he supplies the Balanigui (a restless : 
piratical tribe hereafter to be mentioned) with food, powder, arms, salt, 
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&c., under an agreement that they pay him on their return from the 
cruize, at the rate of five slaves for every 100 rupees’ worth of goods. 
The Balanigui are in consequence enabled through his assistance, to: 
pirate effectively, which otherwise they. would not be able to do, as from: 
their locality, they would find it difficult to obtain fire-arms and gune 
powder. The most detestable part of this traffic, however, is Sheriff Haus~ 
man selling in cold blood such.of these.slaves as are Borneons to Pangeran 
Usop, of Bruné, for 100 rupees for each slave, and Pangeran Usop 
re-selling each for 200 rupees ta their relations-in Bruné. Thus. this vile. 
sheriff (not reckoning the enormous prices charged for his goods in the: 
first. instance) gains 500 per cent. for every. slave, and Pangeran Usop. 
clears 100 per cent. on. the flesh of his own countrymen, thereby de facto- 
becoming a party to piracy, though doubtless veiled under the guise: of 
compassion. : 

More might be added on the subject of the piracies committed by this: 
sheriff, and it could easily be shown that the evils: accruing from. them: 
affect not only the peaceful trader, but extend to the: peaceful agricul+ 
turist; but for the sake of brevity T deem it sufficient to add that he 
exercises the some malign influence on the north coast as Sheriff Satube 
exercised on the north-west, and. that having surrounded himself by a 
body of pirates, he arrogates the pete of sovereignty, defies European: 
pov: contemns every right principle, and threatens the recognised and 
egitimate Governments of the Archipelago. 

The Balanigui inhabit a cluster of small islands somewhere in. the 
vicinity of Suluk. They are of the Bajow or sea gypsy tribe, a wandering~ 
race, whose original country has never been ascertained. At present, as, 
far as 1 can. learn, they are not dependent on Suluk, though it is probable: 
they may be encouraged by some of the Rajahs of that place,. and that. 
they find a slave-market there. The Balanigui: cruize in large: prahus, 
and to each prahu a fleet sampan.is attached, which on occasion can carry 
from ten to fifteen men. They seldom carry large guns like-the Ilanuns:;. 
but in addition to their other arms, viz., lelas (brass: pieces. carrying from: 
one to a three pound ball), spears, swords, &c., they use long poles with. 
barbed iron points, with which, during an engagement or flight, they. hook 
their prey. 5 ; 

By means of the fleet sampans already mentioned, they are able to 
capture all small boats, and it is a: favourite devise with them to disguise 
one or two men, whilst the rest lie concealed in the bottom of the boat, 
and thus to surprise prahus at. sea, and fishermen.or others at the mouths 
of rivers. By being disguised as Chinese, they have carried: off numbers: 
of that nation from the Sambas and Pontiana Rivers. 

The cruizing grounds of these pirates are very extensive’; ney fre. 
quently make the circuit of Borneo, proceed as far as the south of: Celebes,, 
and in the other direction have been met off Tringano, Calantan, and: 
Patani; Gillolo and the Moluccas lie within easy range, and it is probable: 
that Papua is occasionally visited by them. It will readily. be conceived! 
how harassing to trade. must be the continued depredations of the 
Balanigui pirates, and more especially to the trade of Bruné, which seems, 
“rom ihe unwarlike habits of the-natives; the chosen fieldiof: their opera-- 
tions. 

The number of Borneons yearly taken into slavery is very consider- 
able, as a fleet of six or eight boats usually hang about the Island of 
Palawan to cut off the trade and to catch the inhabitants. of the city.. The 
Balanigui have a saying, that “it is. difficult to catch: fish, but easy. ta 
catch Borneons ;” and, on. the other side, the Borneons, from: being: sa: 
harassed by the pirates, call the easterly wind “the pirate wind.’ The 
Balanigui commence cruizing on the north-west coast about the middle of 
March, and-return or remove to-the eastern side of the island about the 
end' of November. 

Of Majindano or Mindano we are at the present time very ignorant, 
but we know that the inhabitants are warlike and: numerous, and that. 
that part of the island called Illanun Bay sends forth the most daring 
pirates of the Archipelago ek 

The first step requisite is to gain. more information. concerning them, 
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to form an acquaintance with some of their better-disposed chiefs, and 
subsequently we might act against them with a suitable force; but it would 
be rash and premature in the present state of our knowledge, to come in 
contact with them in their own country. On one occasion I met eighteen 
Illanun boats on neutral ground, and learned from their two chiefs, that 
they had been two years absent from home; and from the Papuan negro 
slaves on board, it was evident that their cruize had extended from the 
most eastern islands of the Archipelago to the north-western coast of 
Borneo. 

Having now enumerated the pirates I have become acquainted with 
since my residence in Sarawak, [ shall proceed to offer an opinion of the 
best mode for the suppression of piracy in these seas. 

In the first place, a blow should be struck at the piratical communi- 
ties with which we are already acquainted, and struck with a force which 
should convince all other pirates of the hopelessness of resistance ; subse- 
quently, the recognized Malay Governments may be detached from all 
communication with pirates, and joining conciliation with punishment, 
laying down the broad distinction of piracy and no piracy, we may foster 
thoes who abandon their evil habits, and punish those who adhere to 
them. 

A system of supervision will however be necessary to carry out these 
‘measures, our knowledge of the native States must be improved, and as we 

_ become able to discriminate between the good and the bad, our sphere. of: 

‘action may be enlarged, and we may act with decision against all descrip- 
tions of pirates—against the indirect as well as the direct pirate, against 
the receiver of stolen goods as well as the thief, and against the promoter 
as well as the actual perpetrator of piracy. 

‘I would especially urge that, to eradicate the evil, the pirate haunts 
must be burned and destroyed, and the communities dispersed, for merely 
to cruize against pirate prahus, and to forbear attacking them until we 
see them ‘commit a piracy, is a hopeless and an endless task, harassing to 
our men, and can be attended with but very partial and occasional success; 
whereas, on the contrary principle, what pirate would venture to pursue 
his vocation if his house be endangered, if he be made to feel in his own 
person the very ills he inflicts upon others ? 

A question may arise as to what constitutes piracy, and whether in 
our efforts to suppress it we may not be interfering with the rights of 
native States to war one upon another. ; 

On the first point, it appears clear to me that the plunder or seizure of 
a peaceful or lawful trader on the high seas, constitutes an act of piracy, 
without any reference to the nation or colour of the injured party. 

On the second point, we can only concede the right of war to recog- 
nized States. Chiefs who have seized on territory and arrogate indepen- 
dence (making their independence a plea for piracy), can never be allowed 
the right of declaring war or entering on hostilities with their neighbours, 
for all native trade must in that case be at an end, as the piratical 
chiefs, no longer in dread of punishment from European Powers, would 
doubtless declare war against every unwarlike native State which they 
did not need as a market for the sale of their slaves and plunder. ? 

Practically acting, however, on the broad principle that the seizure of 
any lawful trader constitutes piracy, I consider no injustice would be done 
to the native States, and no interference occur with their acknowledged 
rights; for in practice it would be easy to discriminate a war between 
native nations, from the piracies of lawless hordes of men; and without 
‘some such general principle, no executive officer could act with the 
requisite decision and promptitude to ensure the eradication of this 
great evil. : 

With a post such as is proposed to be established, our measures for 
the suppression of piracy (after the punishment of Sheriff Hausman and 
the Peery would advance step by step as our knowledge increased, 
and with alternate conciliation and severity, as the case might require, by 
detaching the recognized Governments from the practice, and gradually 
forming amongst the chief men a friendly and English party, opposed to 
piracy, we should, I doubt not, speedily obtain our principal object of 


16 


clearing the seas of marauders, and ultimately correct the natural propen- 
sity of the natives for piracy. 

In order to extend our commerce in these seas generally, and more 
particularly on the north-west coast of Borneo, it is requisite— 

lst. That piracy be suppressed ; ; 

2nd. That the native Governments be settled so as to afford protection 
to the poorer and producing classes ; and 

3rd. That our knowledge of the interior should be extended, and our 
sintercourse with the various tribes more frequent. 

That our commerce may be largely extended is so clear, that I shall 
“not stop to detail the productions of the Island of Borneo, as it will suffice 
here to state generally, that all authorities agree in representing it as one 
-of the richest portions of the globe; and in climate, soil, and mineral and 
vegetable productions, inferior to no portion of the same extent. If these 

- opinions be true, and from my experience I believe them to be so, it 
follows that the materials for an extensive and extended trade exist, and 
- only require development; whilst a numerous and industrious though 
wild population which inhabits the interior is debarred from all intercourse 
with Europeans, from the badness of Malay government. 
On the first requisite for the development of commerce, I need add 
~ nothing further, as it is a duty incumbent on all Governments to eradicate 
‘piracy at any cost, and in the present case it would not be found a difficult 
--or tedious task. 

A post like Labuan or Balambangan would beyond doubt give an 
‘impetus to trade merely from the freedom from all restrictions and the 
absence of all exactions which the natives would enjoy; and piracy 
being checked, countries which now lie fallow would, from their 
proximity, be induced to bring their produce into market. This limited 
extension is, however, of little moment when compared with the results 
which must attend our exerting a beneficial influence over the native 
Governments for the purpose of affording protection to the poorer classes, 
ensuring safety to the trader, and (without any guarantee) opening a field 
for the planter or the miner. 

The slightest acquaintance with the north-west coast of Borneo 
would convince any observer of the ease with which these objects might 
be effected, for the native Government, being in a state of decadence, 
requires protection, and would willingly act justly towards traders and 
capitalists, and encourage their enterprises, in order to continue on friendly 
terms with any European Power located in their vicinity. 

The numerous rivers on the coast, with their local rulers, are harassed 
by the demands of every petty Pangeran; and whilst the Sovereign. is 
defrauded of his revenue, which the people would cheerfully pay, and his 
territory ruined, this host of useless retainers (acting always in his name) 
pain pe very slight personal profits to counterbalance all the mischief 
they do. . 

y The principal feature is the weakness of the Government, both of the 
capital and its dependencies, and in consequence of this weakness there is 
a strong desire for European protection, for European enterprise, and for 
any change effected by European means. : 

Supposing Labuan to be taken as a naval post, I consider that 
European capital might with safety be employed in Bruné, whether for 
the procuring of coal or for any other speculation. 

In the rivers contiguous to Sarawak the presence of Europeans 
would be hailed with joy, not only by the Dyaks, but by the Malays, and 
‘subsequently it would depend on their own conduct to what degree they 
retained the good-will of the natives; but with ordinary conciliation and 
a decent moral restraint on their actions, I feel assured that their persons 
‘and property would be safe, and no obstructions offered to fair trade or to 
mining operations. 

Supposing, as I have before said, the occupation of Labuan by the 
English, our influence over the Government of Bruné would be complete ; 
and one of our principal objects would be to maintain this ascendancy as 
a means of extending our trade. Our position at Labuan would, it must 
be borne in mind, differ from the position we occupied in relation to the 
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native Princes in Singapore. In the latter case the native Princes were 
without means, without followers, and with a paltry and useless territory, 
and became our pensioners. In the case of Labuan, we shall have an 
acknowledged independent State in our vicinity ; and for the prosperity of 
our settlement we must retain our ascendancy by the support of the 
Government of the Sultan and Muda Hassim. Let our influence be of the 
mildest kind ; let us, by BuPpOr Hing the legitimate Government, ameliorate 
the condition of the people by this influence; let us pay every honour to 
the native Princes; let us convince them of our entire fecton from all 
selfish views of territorial aggrandizement on the main land of Borneo, 
and we shall enjoy so entire a confidence that, virtually, the coast will 
become.our own without the trouble or expense of possession. 

I have impressed it on the Rajah Muda Hassim and Pangeran Bud- 
rudeen, that the readiest and most direct way of obtaining revenue from 
‘ the various possessions will be by commuting all their demands for a 
stated yearly sum of money from each; and by this direct taxation (to 
which Muda Hassim and his brother seem ready to accede), the system of 
fraud and exaction would be abolished, the native mind tranquillized, and 
the legitimate Government would become the protector rather than the 
oppressor of its dependencies. By this measure, likewise, a tone might be 
imparted to the native chiefs and rulers of rivers, and the people at large 
taught to feel that after the payment of a specified sum, a right existed to 
resist all extra demands. Besides this, these Rajahs are convinced that a 
certain yearly revenue is what they require, and is the only means by 
which they can retain their independence; and [ have impressed it on 
their minds, that to gain a revenue, they must foster trade and protect 
Europeans in their dealings. 

f Labuan was English, and if the sea was clear of pirates, I see no 

obstacle in bringing these and other measures into immediate operation, 
and I am assured we should have the sincere and hearty co-operation of 
the Borneo Government. 
’ Since the advent of Europeans in the Archipelago, the tendency of 
the Polynesian Governments generally has been to decay ; here the expe- 
riment may be fairly tried, on the smallest scale of expense, whether a 
beneficial European influence may not reanimate a falling State, and at 
the same time extend our own commerce. 

We are here devoid of the stimulus which has urged us to conquest 
in India. We incur no risk of the collision of the two races. We occupy 
a small station in the vicinity of a friendly and unwarlike people, and we 
aim at the development of native countries through native agency. If this 
tendency to decay and extinction be inevitable—if this approximation of 
European policy to a native State should be unable to arrest the fall of 
the Borneo Government—yet we shall retain a people already habituated 
to European manners, industrious interior races, and at a future period, 
if deemed necessary, settlements, gradually developed in a rich and fertile 
country. We shall have a post, in time of war, highly advantageous, as 
commanding a favourable position relative to China; we shall extend our 
commerce, suppress piracy, and prevent the present and prospective 
advantages falling into other hands; and we shall do this at a small 
expense. 

I own the native development, through their own exertions, is but a 
favourite theory; but whatever may be the fate of the Government of 
Borneo, the people will still remain ; and if they be protected, and enabled 
to live in quiet security, I cannot entertain a doubt of its becoming a 
highly productive country, eminently calculated as a field for British 
enterprise and capital. 

If the development of the resources of the country can be effected by 
its native rulers, it will be a noble task performed; but if it fail, the 
people of the coast will still advance and form Governments for them- 
selves under British influence. 

In concluding this hasty and general view of the subject, I may 
remark that commerce might be extended and capital laid out on the 
north-west coast of Borneo to an amount to ‘ahick it is difficult to. fix 
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limits, as the country is capable of producing most articles of commerce 
in demand from this quarter of the world ; and the natives (who, as far as 
we know them, are an unwarlike, mild and industrious race) would 
receive our manufactures, from which they are now in a great measure 
debarred. 

T have not alluded to any other countries of the Archipelago, for we 
must first become acquainted with them: we must become intimate, culti- 
vate an English party, and accustom them to our manners, and probably 
the same conciliatory policy, the same fréedom from design, which has 
succeeded in Borneo, will sueceed elsewhere, if pushed with temper and 
patience. The general principle ought to be, to encourage established 
Governments such as Borneo and Suluk, provided they will with all sin- 
cerity abandon piracy, and assist in its suppression; but at the same time, 
by supervision, to convince themselves of the fact, and keep them in the 
right pa for all treaties with their native States (and we have had 
several) are but so much waste paper, unless we see them carried into 
execution. 


I have only now to mention the third means for the extension of com- 
merce. Our intercourse with the natives of the interior should be frequent 
and intimate. These people (beyond where I am acquainted with them) 
are represented as very numerous, hospitable, and industrious; and a 
friendly intercourse would develop the resources of their country, draw 
its produce to our markets, and give the natives a taste for British manu- 
factures. This intercourse must, however, be prudently introduced and 
carefully advanced, for to bring these wild people in contact with ignorant 
and arrogant Europeans would produce bloodshed and confusion in a 
month. 

In Borneo it is an advantage that the two races cannot come in colli- 
sion; for, from its climate, it precludes all idea of colonization, and, that 
which is next to impossibility, the maintaining a good understanding 
between ignorant civilized men and ignorant savages. It is a field for 
commerce and capital; but no violent change should be attempted of 
native customs; and in this way alone, by gradual means, can we really 
benefit the natives and ourselves. 

When we consider the amount of produce obtained from the countries 
of the Archipelago, and their consumption of British manufactures, under 
the worst forms of Government, living in a state of distraction and insecu- 
rity, and exposed to the depredations of pirates at sea, we may form some 
idea how vast may be the increase, should peace and security be introduced 
amongst them ; and judging of the future by the past—by the limited 
experiment made at Sarawak—we may hope that the task is neither so 
difficult or so uncertain as was probably supposed. 

(Signed) J. BROOKE. 

Singapore, March 31, 1845. 





No. 3. 
Mr. Brooke to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received May 28.) 


My Lord, Sarawak, March 30, 1846. 


I VENTURE to bring to your Lordship’s notice the recent acts of 
piracy committed by the people of Sakarran, and to suggest the advan- 
tages which would result from the adoption of a course of decisive 
measures to intimidate this community for the time to come, and to punish 
it for what has already occurred. : 

It is not to be expected that the single attack made on this river by 
Captain the Honourable Henry Keppel, should eradicate from amongst a 
numerous and warlike population, the deep-rooted and often indulged 
habit of piracy; and sithoual a slight advance has been made in detach- 
ing some of their chiefs from this evil course, I have become convinced 
that measures of conciliation and kindness will be entirely thrown away 
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until a severe lesson convinces these pirates that their haunts in the 
Sakarran River cannot protect them from the punishment they so-richly 
deserve. . 

I forbear from troubling your Lordship with details, as I have already 
had the honour of submitting to your Lordship a memorandum on the 
best means for the suppression of piracy in the Eastern Archipelago; but 
I may remark, that when the piratical communities shall have been hum- 
bled, we may: seekt Malay rulers to place over them, who will become’ 
responsible for-any acts of piracy committed by those under their charge. 

It is very recently that the Sakarrans have been out with a force of 
70 prahus and not less than 1200 men, perpetrating many ravages, and I 
am the more anxious to submit the subject for your Lordship’s considera- 
tion, as I feel convinced that should this community be permitted to 
pirate with impunity, others, now checked, will speedily join it, and that 
in a few years they will become dangerous to the commerce and inhabit- 
ants, not only of the coast of Borneo, but of more distant settlements ; it 
now only requires that this people should become accustomed to the use of 
fire-arms to render it a most formidable piratical force. 

’ On the contrary, one or two severe lessons inflicted, and subsequently 
a moderate supervision of the conduct of the rulers of Sakarran, Serebas, 
and Siriki, would, I may venture to predict, with no great trouble suppress 
piracy on the north-west coast of Borneo, : 
propose forwarding a copy of my present communication to your 
Lordship for the perusal of his Excellency Sir Thomas Cochrane, C.B., as 
T am well aware that that officer will take the question into his considera- 
tion, and, should the exigencies of the public service permit, resort to 
measures for the punishment of these pirates. 
Lhave, &c. 
(Signed) J. BROOKE. 





No. 4. 
Sir James Brooke to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 24.) 


My Lord, Sarawak, March 14, 1849. 


I BEG to acquaint your Lordship that on my return to Sarawak I 
hoisted a flag, and recommended its adoption by all native prahus and other 
vessels belonging to this country. I subsequently waited to ascertain 
before reporting to your Lordship how far the native community was 
inclined to adopt the use of the flag, which is a yellow field with a cross 
of pale red and black, and I am happy to add that they have eagerly 
embraced this distinguishing mark of country, which they look upon as 
a security to their vessels. 

. I venture, therefore, to apply for your Lordship’s sanction to use this 
flag, which will form at first a broad distinction between Sarawak and 
the neighbouring rivers, and which may gradually be extended amongst 
the well-disposed communities on this coast, when they shall be found fit 
to use it rightly. The discords and distractions of Borneo Proper, the 
total want of all the machinery of Government, and indeed of Govern- 
‘ment at all, render it impossible that a flag should emanate from that 
city; but in the course of time, should the rule of the native chiefs 
improve and some degree of order be restored, it will be advisable to 
recommend the adoption of the present flag to the Sultan and ruling 
Pangerans, who would doubtless readily adopt it asa national emblem 
already in use in their dependencies. . 

The highly beneficial tendency of this flag, not only in ultimately 
becoming a distinction between the well-disposed and piratical rivers, but 
in giving a spirit of national pride to the natives, and assuring them of 
the protection to be gained from it, is so evident, that I need not dwell on 
it, but the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government can alone afford a 
stability to the flag which it will otherwise require many years to attain, 
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In requesting this sanction I may venture to mention the large interests 
which are gradually developing in this country, and its rapid increase 
both in commerce and population. It is for these reasons I solicit the 
sanction of Her Majesty’s Government for the introduction of the flag, 
which will afford a recognized permanency to this country, and should Her 
Majesty’s Government deem it right, a further measure of protection 
might be accorded. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. BROOKE. 





No. 5. 


Viscount Palmerston to Sir James Brooke. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 20, 1849. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the rereibt of your despatch of the 14th of 
March last, inclosing the pattern of a flag which you had recommended 
for adoption by the native prahus and vessels of the country; and I am 
to inform you in reply, that Her Majesty’s Government approve your 
proceedings on this occasion. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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PIRACY (BORNEO). 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 February 1851 ;—/or, 


A COPY “ of the Instructions to Commander Farquhar, referred to in 
“his Letter to Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Collier, dated the 25th day of 
‘ August 1849; together with Copies of any subsequent Despatches from 

the Admiralty to Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Collier, on the subject of Rear- 
Admiral Collier’s Despatch of the 4th day of September 1849 (see Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. 122, of Session 1850), enclosing the above-mentioned 
Letter of Commander Farquhar to the Secretary of the Admiralty.” 








SCHEDULE. : 

1. shee tl of the Inatructions to Commander Farquhar, referred to in his Letter to Rear-Admiral 
Sir Francis Collier, dated the zo day of August 1849. =2(Received at the 1 Admiralty: on the 
28d September 1850) - - - - - pl 

2.—Copy of Letter from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, r. w., Secretary of the Admiralty, to to _ 
Admiral Austen, c. B., dated 21st March 1850,—(One Enclosure) - - p. 

3.—Copy of Letter from Captein W. A. B. Hamilton, Rr. N., Secretary of the Admiralty, tc to gs 
modore Plumridge, dated 19th June 1850 - - 7 P- 
Admiralty, . 
ifemee is at J. H. Hay, Chief Clerk. 
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COPY of the Instructions to Commander Farquhar, referred to in his 
Letter to Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Collier, dated the 25th day of August 
1849.—(Received at the Admiralty on the 23d September 1850). 





By Sir Francis Augustus Collier, c.B., K.c.H., Rear-Admiral of the White, and 
Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels employed and to 
be employed in the East Indies, and Seas adjacent. 


You are hereby required and directed to put to sea in Her Majesty’s sloop 
* Albatross,” under your command, and proceed to Labuan, and announce 
your | arrival to his Excellency Sir James Brooke, Governor of that settlement, 
and in the event of his being absent at Sarawak, you will proceed off that 
place to communicate with his Excellency. 


In consequence of a representation made to me by Sir James Brooke, that it 
is intended to make an attempt to destroy the Sarebas and Sakarran pirates, 
between the present time and the month of July next, you will afford his 
Excellency your assistance in carrying out this object, in which, from the force 
you will find at your disposal, there is no doubt you will be successful. 


You are at liberty to employ the Honourable Company’s steam vessels 
“ Semiramis” and ‘‘ Nemesis,” and Her Majesty’s surveying-vessel “ Royalist,” 
53+ on 
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2 INSTRUCTIONS AND LETTERS RELATIVE 


on this service; but you must take every precaution not to expose the men to 
needless danger, either from the climate or from the enemy. 


As soon as the proposed expedition is at an end, you will repair in the 
“ Albatross ” to rejoin my flag in the Straits of Malacca. 


You will send reports of your proceedings to me by every opportunity, 
directed to Singapore. 


Given on board the “ Hastings,” at Hong-Kong, this 8th day of 
April 1849. 


(signed) F. A. Collier. 
Arthur Farquhar, Esq. P 
Commander of H. M. Sloop “ Albatross.” 
By command of the Commander-in-Chief. 


(signed) Arthur Price. 
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COPY of Lerrer from Captain W. 4. B. Hamilton, r.N., Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to Rear-Admiral Austen, c.B., dated 21st March 1850. 


(No. 20.) 
Sir, Admiralty, 21 March 1850. 

Wir reference to the late Rear-Admiral Sir F. A. Collier’s letter of the 
4th September last, No. 165, transmitting a report from Commander Farquhar, 
of the “ Albatross,” of the proceedings of an expedition against the Sarebas 
and Sakarran pirates in Borneo, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to send you herewith for your information a copy of a letter 
which I have this day, by their Lordships’ commands, addressed to Captain 
Farquhar, with copies of letters from the Under Secretaries of State for 
Foreign Affairs and Colonial Department, dated the 9th and 14th November 
last, approving of the above-mentioned proceedings. 


I have, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 


Encxiosure. 
(Copy:) 
Sir, Admiralty, 21 March 1850. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith 
copies of letters from the Under Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs and Colonial 
Department, dated the 9th and 14th November last, approving of your proceedings against 
the Sarebas and Sakarran pirates in Borneo. 

T have, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 
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COPY of Lerrzr from Captain W. A. B. Hamilton, r.N., Secretary of the 
Admiralty, to Commodore Plumridge, dated 19th June 1850. 


Sir, Admiralty, 19 June 1850. 
Tae House of Commons having by a precept, dated 21st March 1850, 
called for copies of the Instructions from Sir Francis Collier to Commander 
Farquhar, alluded to in Commander Farquhar’s report of the 25th August 
1849, relative to operations against pirates ; and Commander Farquhar, to 
whom 
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whom application has been made for a copy of those Instructions, having sta ted 
that he has not a copy with him, but that previously to his leaving Her Majes- 
ty’s sloop “ Albatross,” he had delivered a copy to you when commanding in 
chief, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
signify their direction to you to forward mea copy of the Instructions in 
question, with as little delay as possible, to enable me to comply with the 
precept of the House of Commons. 


Tan, &c. 
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton. 
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————=— 


COPY of the Instructions to Commander 
Farquhar, referred to in his Letter to Rear- 
Admiral Sir Francis Collier, dated 25 August 
1849 ; together with Copies of any subsequent 
Despatches from the Admiralty to Rear- 
Admiral Sir Francis Collier, on the subject of 
Rear-Admiral Collier's Despatch of 4th Sep- 
tember 1849. 


(Mr. Hume.) 


BE ______? 
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to ve Printed, 


17 February 1851. 


———eee 


Under 1 oz. 


PIRATES (EASTERN ARCHIPELAGO). 





RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 8 April 1851 ;—for, 


* COPIES or Extracts of any Despatcuss from the Officer commanding the 
* Nemesis’ War Steamer, and Officer commanding the British Forces; and 
also, from [Sir Raja Brooke of Sarawaak, respecting their Military Operations 
against alleged Pirates on the River Moratatias, and other Places, in the 
Eastern Archipelago, in March and April 1849.” 


Colonial Office, Downing-street, 
3 June 1851. B. HAWES. 


(Mr. Hume.) 





Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
6 June 1851. 
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2 PAPERS RELATIVE TO MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST 
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COPIES or Extracts of any DespatcHss from the Officer commanding the 
“Nemesis” War Steamer, and Officer commanding the British Forces; and 
also, from Sir Raja Brooke, of Sarawaak, respecting their Military Operations 
against alleged Pirates on the River Moratatias, and other Places, in the 
Eastern Archipelago, in March and April 1849. 





—No. 1.— 
Cory of a LETTER from H. Merivale, Esq., to James Wilson, Esq. 


Sir, Downing-street, 5 May 1851. 
I am directed by Earl Grey to transmit to you herewith, and to request that you 
4 1851:-— Will lay before the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, a copy of a Resolution 
ape of the House of Commons, calling for papers respecting military operations against 
alleged pirates in the River Moratatias, and in the Eastern Archipelago, in March 
and April 1849; and Iam to request that you will move the Commissioners to 
transmit to Lord Grey any papers which they may have on the subject of the 





Resolution. 
T have, &c. 
(signed) H. Merivate. 
—No. 2.— 
Copy of a LETTER from J. E. Elliot, Esq.,to H. Merivale, Esq. 
Sir, India Board, 24 May 1851. 


In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing an Order of the House of 
Commons, and requesting any papers relative to the operations against pirates in 
the Eastern Archipelago, I am directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India to state, that it does not appear that the Court of Directors are in possession 
of any documents respecting the operations in question in March or April 1849 ; 
but I have now the honour to enclose a despatch from the Commander of the 
Honourable Company's steamer ‘“ Nemesis,” which describes the operations of 
that vessel against the pirates, in the months of July and August 1849, which 
may possibly be those to which the Resolution of the House of Commons 
alludes, 

I have, &c. 


(signed) J. E. Elliot. 





Enclosure in No. 2. 
Copy of Letter from Captain 7. Wallage, to Captain J. H. Johnstone. 


Sir, Honourable Company’s Steamer “ Nemesis,” 26 August 1849. 

1 nave the honour to inform a Fete that on the 20th July 1849, I received instructions from 
Captain Farquhar, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Albatross,” senior officer in Borneo, to 
prepare to proceed against some piratical stations between the Rivers Sarawak and Tanjong 
Sirtck, assisted by a native force under Sir James Brooke, K.c.B., Rajah of Sarawik, and 
boats of Her Majesty’s ships “ Albatross” and “ Royalist.” 


On the 24th, we took the “ Royalist” and steam launch “ Rannee”’ in tow, to the mouth 
of the Maratabas, and next day proceeded with her and European boats to the Batang 
Lupar, where the “ Royalist” was anchored off the mouth of the Linga River, for the purpose 
of protecting the towns and families of the Linga Dyaks, while they were away assisting the 
expedition. 

July 
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. July 26.—Anchored off the mouth of the Kalaka River, being the place of rendezvous, and 
was Joined by the native force next day, when information was received, that a large 
piratical fleet had left the River Serebas the day before our arrival, and had gone to the 
north eastward, round Tanjong Siri, to plunder the unprotected villages in the River Rejang ; 
the following disposition of the forces was immediately made for the purpose of capturing 
them on their return. Fast pulling boats as spy-boats were stationed at Tanjong Siri, to 
announce the approach of the enemy; Sir James Brooke with about 40 prahus, and the 
cutters of Her Majesty’s ships “ Albatross” and “ Royalist,” respectively commanded by 
Lieutenants Wilmshurst and Everest, were placed in ambush at the mouth of the Kalaka ; 
a force of about 50 prahus was posted at the mouth of the Serebas off Batang Marron, 
supported by the three remaining boats of the “ Albatross,” respectively under the orders of 
Captain Farquhar, Lieutenant Bricknell and Mr. Williams, two boats from “ Nemesis” under 
Messrs. Goodwin and Baker, first and third officers, and the steam launch “ Rannee” (a 
small and inefficient river boat). The “ Nemesis” was also anchored at the mouth of the 
Serebas with her fires banked up; we remained in this pesos until the evening of the 
31st. when at 7.20 P.m., one of the spy-boats announced the approach of the piratical fleet 
round Tanjong Siri, as anticipated. 


At 8 p.m,, a British* fire of rockets and of great guns and small arms from the force at 
the entrance of the Kalaka, announced that the pirates had attempted to force that river. 
On a preconcerted signal of a rocket in the air from the division stationed there, Captain 
Farquhar moved round Bantang Marron (a low sandy point separating the Rivers Kalaka 
and Serebas) with the European force under his immediate command, with the intention of 
enclosing the enemy between two fires; the pirates, however, immediately on finding 
themselves opposed at the Kalaka, stood seaward (followed by the European and Native 
force stationed in that river, keeping up a constant fire, and made for the Batang Lupar; 
here, however, they were met by the European boats under Captain Farquhar, and getting a 
few well-directed round shot, they divided, some returning again to the Kalaka (which was 
still guarded), and tried to enter, but with like bad success; others passing inside Captain 
Farquhar’s division in shoal water, made for the Serebas, and the remainder having greater 
speed than his heavy boats, succeeded for a time in escaping to sea. 


The “ Nemesis” had hitherto remained in position, but ready to move at a moment's 
Notice to any point where her services might be required. The time for action had now arrived. 
Perceiving by the fire from Captain Farquhar’s boats, that the enemy had put to sea, I 

ve chase, and in a short time fell in with 17 prahus, which had succeeded in escaping from 

im, and were making in line a-beam for the Butang Lupar; on coming abreast of them I 
fired the starboard broadside with canister shot along the whole line, the nearest prahu 
being about 20 or 30 yards distant, the sinall-arm men at the same time, keeping up a 
constant and important fire on them. We then wore, breaking the line and driving many 
prahus in shore in a very crippled state, where they fell an easy prey to a division of 
native boats under Mr. Steel of Saraw&k, who did good service, without interfering with 
our fire. 


We now followed five prahus which still pressed on for the Batang Lupar, and on coming 
up with them passed round each successively, and destroyed them in detail, by keeping up 
a constant fire of grape shot and musketry, until they drifted past us as helpless logs, 
without a living being on beard, their crews laviis either been killed or jumped overboard, 
with the hope of swimming on shore, which few could possibly accomplish. 


The pirates had hitherto preserved good order, but now finding themselves surrounded 
and cut off wherever they turned, they fled indiscriminately, running their prahus aground in 
all directions, abandoning them, and taking refuge in the jungle, others jumping overboard 
and swimming for the shore. 


About midnight the fight might be considered as over. The whole force under Captain 
Farquhar’s command, about 3,000 men, of which 120 were Europeans ; that of the enem 
cannot be taken at less than 4,000 men, in 120 prahus, their loss, 90 prahus (17 of whic’ 
“ Nemesis ” destroyed) and 400 men. 


Tam et to inform you, that the loss on our side is only 13 or 14 natives, killed and 
wounded. ‘The pirates, however, having landed in a hostile country, without food or arms, 
will probably lose 800 or 1,000 men more before they reach their homes. Several other 
prahus were also taken subsequently, making their loss about 100 prahus. They [who] lost 
a large quantity of brass guns, muskets and other arms, with which they were well supplied, 
and which they threw overboard to lighten their prahus, so as to increase their speed or 
prevent their sinking. This information was subsequently obtained by Her Majesty’s 
Consul-general, from a prisoner, who also states that he, with one other, were the sole sur- 
vivors of a prahu’s crew of 40 men, the remainder of the crew having been killed by the fire 
of the “ Nemesis.” 


Thus, notwithstanding the smallness of the European force, and under all the disadvan- 
tages of a night attack, was fought the most decisive engagement that has ever taken place 
on this coast, and which (without a severe loss on our side) has resulted in the annihilation 
of the power of one of the most desperate piratical tribes. 


378. August 


[* So in copy.] 


[* So in copy.] 
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August 3.—The force prone up the River Pakao (a branch of the Serebas), leaving 
the ‘‘Nemesis ” to guard the main river, where we captured or destroyed 58 of the enemy, 
who were trying to make their escape up the River Paddi. 


On the 7th the force returned, having captured and burnt (after a slight resistance) two 
piratical towns, a quantity of paddy, salt, cotton, &c., and on the 10th the whole force 
assembled at the Rijang and proceeded up that river to a branch named Kanowitt, 
up which the boats went to a distance of 40 miles, and destroyed several villages on the 
banks. 


On the 18th we anchored off the town of Kanowitt, which is situated in a strong position 
at a point of land commanding two rivers, and as the inhabitants had been aiding the 
piratical towns, Her Majesty’s Consul-general determined that they should pay a fine, which 
after a short delay they did, and the force returned to Sarawak. 


I beg to enclose you a copy of a letter from the senior naval officer on this station. 








Ihave, &c. 
(signed) T. Wallage, 
Commander. 
! ° 
35 an 
S 3 Segesees = 
2 Fe zeegag ee = 2 
2 Rees83 Cu 4 
a BE ee 8 Bs a 
= Baa ket PE = 
¥ et eee fa 
a = > 2 3 2 3 2 
ae S ee rersss 4 
= =p Eo 
a ° . ~ SSR 8 BG =] 
g fy Poe eo Pp” & 
~ eaSGEGce 5S Zz 
&e § Seoek g® 
~ 3 2 "8 FP 2B > 
| e wna os a 
5 BRFSS Bo a 
Hi eo mF 0 
q : SmE_as:e = 
3 3 BRE RPS 2s = 
Ey = pees as | 
2 BE ow EES 5 
_ 2 Sos Beez id 
= S28 Sys Q 
8 & Beeb Pos Xe) 
E RES  RS6 ; 
SePESRE SB 


PIRATES’ HEAD-MONEY (BORNEO). 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 April 1851 ;—for, 


A RETURN “of the Number of Orricers and MEN of every Rank, who 
(as advertised in the Gazette of the Ist day of April 1851) are to receive 
HeEap-Money for the Natives of Borneo destroyed by Her Majesty’s and 
the East India Company’s Naval Forces, on the Night of the 3ist July 
1849; distinguishing the Number of each Rank in each Service, and stating 
the Amount or Share payable to the Admiral and to each Captain, and 
every other Grade or Class in the Service mentioned ;—And also stating 
the Number of Persons for whom Head-Money is to be paid, the Rate per 
Head, and the Total Amount of Money that is to be distributed as Head- 
Money under the said Notice.” : 


(Mr. Hume.) 








Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 April 1851. 
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2 ‘NUMBER OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF EVERY RANK, WHO 





A RETURN of the Number of Orricers and Men of every Rank, who (as advertised 
in the Gazette of the 1st day of April 1851) are to receive Hzap-Mowey for the 
Natives of Borneo destroyed by Her Majesty’s and the East India Company’s Naval 
Forces, on the Night of the 31st July 1849 ; distinguishing the Number of each Rank 
in each Service, and stating the Amount or Share payable to the Admiral and to each 
Captain, and to every other Grade or Class in the Service mentioned ;—And also stating 
the Number of Persons for whom Head-Money is to be paid, the Rate per Head, 
and the Total Amount of Money that is to be distributed as Head-Money under 
the said Notice. 










Belonging to the 








East India bed 
Rank or Grade Company’s Ship Total Num! Amount of 
Class. of an 
Officers and Men in each Service. Individual’s Share. 


Admiral (none present) - 


2, sec. 1 | Commander . - - 2,756 19 —2 


735 8 9 









3 1 Lieutenant in command = - 
9 BER: Officer in command - - 


Lieutenants - = ts 


Manteo 367 11 104 


Second master 
First officer 
Second officer 
4 Third officer 
Surgeon - 
Assistant surgeon 
Paymaster and purser 


183 15 11} 


Clerks in charge 
Boutewains 

6 Gunners - 
Carpenters 

First engineers 


165 8 4 


Clerks unpassed - - 
Midshipmen - a - 
Master’s assistants = - - 


Woe Heo eee 


6 Second-class engineer | 110 5 63 
Third-class engineer - 
Gunner’s mate and seaman 
gunner - - - 1 : S 2 
(| Captain of foretop and sea- 
man guazer - S 
Ship’s cook - - 
Boatswain’s mates = - 
Gunner's mates - - 
Carpenter's mates - 18 pe eee | 
:| Ropemaker - - 
|| Sailmakers - - 
Serjeant of marines - 


me De Oe 





Captain of afterguard and 

seaman gunner - 
Captains of forecestle - - 
8 Captains of foretop - - 
Captains of maintop - - 





17 73:10 48 
Quartermasters - 
Captain’s coxswain 
Corporals of marines 


Armourers - - - 
Captains of the mast - 
Coxswain of pinnace - 

Captain of afterguard - 

9 Able seaman and seaman 
gunner - = - 7 
Paymaster and _purser’s 
stewards - - - 1 1 

Stoker tindal = - - ae te 3 1 
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Relongi Belonging to the 
7 : 
Rank or Grade a Gamay Ship \Total Number Amount of 
Her Majesty’ ” 
Class. of er Shee | Nemesis, in an 
“ Albatross” p 
Officers and Men in each Service. and. (OF Her Majesty's) a.m class. | Individual’s Share. 
“ Royalist.” | on the Occasion. 
£. 8. d. 
Gunroom stewards = - - 2 1 
Gunroom cooks - - 1 1 
Subordinate officers’ steward 1 os ra Px 
Subordinate officers’ cook - 1 - = - 
Commander's stewards - 2 1 
Commander's cooks - - 1 1 
Carpenter’s crew - oe 3 Sr - 
Cooper’s crew - - - 1 = - ry 
10 Painter - - - - 1 - - - atk 
Ableseamen - - = 45 17 134 90-105 25 
Ordinary seamen - - 10 1 
Stokers - - - a ee 7 12 
Coal trimmers - -| - s 6 
Bandary - - - a:'|' 2s 3 1 
Boatswain’s yeoman - -| - - 1 
Gunner’s yeoman - «| - = 1 
Private marines - - - 22 - - - 
Fifer of marines - = - —- 1 - 2s = 
Second-class ordinary seamen 4 eA ETS 
Paymaster and purser’s 
steward’sboy- - - 1 iat” Farm se 
Be Engineer apprentices of first 10 27 11 43 
class= - - -| - - 2 
Supernumeraries - 3 er fee 
Boys of the firstclass - = - 12 1 
Engineer apprentices of third 
12 class : - - 1 17 1867 7 
Engineer servant : -| - - 1 
Topaz ee i - 2 
13 Boys of the second class = - 8 - ee 8 1315 83 
Toran - - = 177 69 246 = 
The number of persons for whom head-money was paid is 2,640: £. 38. d. 
Being at the rate of 207. per heed on 500 Persons captured or destroyed in : 
piratical prahus - : - : - -| 10,000 - — 
And at the rate of 5/. per head on 2,140 persons who were alive at the beginning 
of the attack thereof, but who were not taken or killed - - - - 10,700 - — 
Gross Amount of Head-money = - - - - -| 20,700 - - 
Abating for law charges, agency, Per-centage in aid of Grecavich out- pensions, 
and incidental expenses = - a he - - 2,117 14 9 
Leaving a Net Amount for Distribution of - - <£.| 18,582 5 3 








The above Return is made as nearly as possible in conformity with the terms and presumed object 
of the precept; but it is to be observed that in the decree under seal of the Admiralty Court at 
Singapore, the persons for whom the bounty i is granted, according to the Act of the 6 Geo. 4, c. 49, 
are not described as “ Natives of Borneo,” but as piratical persons forming the crews of 88 piratical 
prahus. 


Admiralty, O. B. Woolsey, 
10 April 1851. Deputy Accountant-General of the Navy. 





222. 





PIRATES’ HEAD-MONEY, (BORNEO). 
nar em ee iS 


RETURN of the Number of Orricers and Men of 
every Rank, who (as advertised in the “ Gazette” 
of the Ist of April 1851) are to receive Head- 
Money for the Natives of Borneo destroyed by Her 
Majesty’s and the East India Company’s Naval 
Forces, on the Night of the 31st July 1849, 


(Mr. Hume.) 
a 
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
15 April 1851. 











222, 
Under 1 oz. 


HEAD MONEY. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 April 1851 ;—/or, 


AN ACCOUNT “ of the Manner in which the £.100,000, voted in the Session of 1850, 
for Heap Monay, has been, or is to be, applied; stating the specific Services for which 
any Head Money is paid or to be paid; the Number of Persons for whom paid, and 
the Rate for each Class ; the Number of Persons; and the Amount for each Service.” 


Rate for each Class. 
Specific Services, Number of Persons |——H4———_ 





r Head Money. 
as decreed by the Courts of Admiralty. for whom Paid. Rscaped. 
£. 
Capture of two Chinese Junks by Her 41 
fajesty’s Ship “ Plover” - : oo 46 { 5 . each, 





Capture of nine Chinese Vessels by Her 250 
Majesty’s Ship “ Pilot” - } P86 bl + each, 

Capture of two Ships by Her Majesty's 
Ship “Scout” - 


Capture of 88 Bornean Vessels by Her 
ajesty’s Ship “ Royalist,” the Honour- 
able East India Company’s Steamer 
“Nemesis,” Her Majesty's Tender;| 20,700 | 2,640 
“ Ranee,” and the Gig, Pinnace, and . each. 
Cutter of Her Majesty's snp sAlbe: 
troas ” ig 


Capture of five Chinese Vessels by Her) 


50 
ajesty’s Ship “ Medea” - -f 1900 2a0{ 180 each, 


Capture of 13 Chinese Vessels by Her 


Majesty’s Ship “ Medea,” assisted by a 240 
party of officers and men of Her Ma- 8,100 200) 660 . each, 
Jesty’s Ship “Hastings” - -  - 
Capture of two Chinese Vessels by Her 29 
ajesty’s Ship “ Reynard” - q 715 6 { 27 each. 


Capture of 58 Chinese Vessels by Her 
Majesty’ 8 Ship “ Columbine,” Her Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Fury,” the Honourable 42,425 | 2.9504 1:845 
East India Company’s Steamer “ Phle- a i 
gethon,” and the Boats of Her Majesty's 8 
Ship “Hastings” = - - 


. each, 





Capture of Chinese Vessels b; ae Ma- 
jet '3 Ship “ Columbine” ts } 8,200 B10.57210. 

Capture of Chinese Vessels by Her Ma- 
jesty’s Ship “ Columbine,” in company 
with Her Majesty’s Ship “ Fury,” and 15,000 1,800 { 
the Boats of Her Majesty’ 8 Spy “ Has- H 
tings” = - - - 


. each. 


Majesty’s Ship “ Amazon,” assisted by 


Destruction of six Chinese Vessels by Her 
the Hired Armed Steamer “Canton” - 


61 20%. each. 
2,350 207 { ao8 sigs eas 





Toran - - - £.| 106,440 





The excess of 6,440/. over the amount voted, was paid under the sanction of the Lords of the 
Treasury, as communicated by Sir C. Trevelyan’s letter of the 6th January 1851. 


Admiralty, 1 J. T. Briggs, 
28 April 1851.f Accountant-general of the Navy. 


239. 


matin acne = 


HEAD MONEY 








ACCOUNT of the Manner in which the £. 100,000, 
voted in the Session of 1850, for Head Money, 
has been, or is to be, applied; stating the spe- 
cific Services for which paid, the Rate for each 
Class, and the Amount for each Service. 


(Mr. Hume.) 








Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
29 April 1851. 








239. 


PIRATES’ HEAD MONEY. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 June 1851 ;—/for, 


RETURN “ of the Manner in which the respective Sums of £.100,000 and £. 21,640 (as 
stated in the Navy Estimates for 1851-52) has been or is to be expended, stating the 
Amount paid for each separate Capture to Orricers and Men of Her Majesty’s and 
the East India Company’s Naval Service, for the Caprure and Destruction of alleged 
Pirates for whom Heap Monry has been or is to be paid; showing the Time when 
and the Place where, by what Ships and under whose Command each such Capture or 
Destruction took place; also, by what Tribunal each such Capture was adjudged, and the 
Date of such Judgment; stating, also, the Number of Officers and Men receiving Head 
Money for each Capture or Destruction, the Ships they belonged to, the Date of 
Payment of the Money to Prize Agents, Description of alleged Pirates, the Rate per 
Head paid for each Capture, and the Total Amount paid or to be paid in each Case 
(the Return as a continuation, and in the compound Form, of Parliamentary Papers, 
Nos. 239” of Session 1851, “ aud 723 of Session 1850).” 


(Mr. Hume.) 








Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
27 June 1851. 








449. 


RETURN OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SUMS OF £.100,000 AND £. 21,640 





A RETURN of the Manner in which the respective Sums uf £.100,000 and £.21,640 (as stated in the Navy Estimates 
Majesty’s and the East India Company's Naval Service, for the Capruasz and Desrauction of alleged Primates, for whom Heap 
each such Capture or Destruction took place ; also, by what Tribunal each such Capture was adjudged, and the Date of such 
belonged to, the Date of Payment of the Money to Prize Agents, Description of alleged Pirates, the Rate per Head paid for 
of Parliamentary Papers, Nos. 723 of Session 1850, and 239 of Session 1851.) 





Number of Officers and Men who have received 


Head Money, 


with the Names of the Ships to which they belonged. 














Officers. | Men. 
13 153 
11 108 
20 172 
12 92 

7 52 
1 114 
10 104 
25 221 
u 123 
20 166 
10 96 
38 452 
10 100 
25 338 
21 255 

‘Admiralty, 
26 June 1851. 


Ships to which they belonged. 





 Samarang” - = e ‘ * 


“Ringdove” - - = = - 


Her Majesty's ship “ Scout,” 


steamer “ Pluto,” hired for Her Ma- 


in com- 
pany with East India Sma 


jesty’s service - - - - 


East India Company’s steatner “ Neme- 
sis,” hired for Her Majesty's service, 


\ 


io company with the cutter of Her Ma- f 


jesty’s ship “Columbine” = - —-. 


“ Plover” - - - - - 


« Pilot” - S 5 oF = ; 


“ Scout” - - - - oy 


Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Royalist,” Hon. 
East India Company’s Steamer “ Ne- 
mesis,” Her Majesty's tender “ Rane,” 


and the gig, pinnace and cutter of Her | 


Majesty's ship “ Albatross” 


“ Medea” a a » = ~ 


by a party of officers and men of Her 


Her Majesty’s ship “ Medea,” aia 


Majesty's ship “Hastings” - 


“Reymrd" 2 2 = ee 


Her Majesty's ship ‘“‘ Columbine,” Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Fury,” the Hon. East 
India Company's steamer “ Phlege- 


\ 


thon,” and the boata of Her Majesty's “| 


ship “ Hastings” - 


“ Columbine” - - - - - 


Her Majesty's ship “ Columbine,” 
“ Fury,” and the boats of Her Ma- 


in 
company with Her Majesty’s ae 


jeaty’s ship“ Hastings”- = - - 


Her Majesty's ship “‘ Amazon,” assisted 
y the hired armed steamer “ Can- 
ae : - - 


i 





Under whose Command 
the Capture or 
Destruction of Pirates 
was made. 


Date and Place 
of such Capture or Destruction. 





Date. 


Place. 





Captain Sir E. Belcher - 


Commander Sir W. Hoste, 
Bart. 


Commander William Loring 


Commander Charles C. Grey | 


Captain Richard Collinson - 


Commander E. M, Lyons - 


Commander F. E. Johnston 
Commander A. Farquhar - 


Acting Commander W. N. 
L, Lockyer. 


Acting Commander W. N. 


L. Lockyer. 


Commander Peter Cracroft 
Commander J. C. D. Hay - 
Commander J. C. D. Hay - 


Commander J. C. D. Hay - 


Captain E, N. Trowbridge - 





3 and 4 June 
1844. 


5 Aug. 1846 - 
25 Nov. 28 


Nov., and 2 
Dec. 1847. 


30 May 1847- 


5 and 12 Feb. 
1844, 


13 May, 3 June, 
20 June, and 
26 June 1849. 


1 June 1848 - 


31 July 1849 - 


8 Sept. 1849 - 


Between 3 and 
6 Mar. 1850. 


Between 22 and 
24 Mar. 1850. 


18, 20, 21 and 
22 Oct. 1849, 


28 and 29 Sept, 
1849, 


1 Oct, 1849 - 


Between 8 and 14 
Sept. 1849. 





Straits of Gillolo - 


Malladoo Bay, Bor- 


Meichow Sound, Chi- 
na Seas, 


Labuan, Borneo - 


Off Spider Island, 
Chusan Sea. 


East Coast of China 


Chinmo Bay, Coast 
of China. 


Entrance of Kaluka 
and Serebas Ri- 
vers, Borneo. 


Hainan, Coast of 
China. 


Kuto, Coast of China 


Green Island, Coast 
of China, 


Inland of Hainan, 
China Sea. 


Tysami Bay, Cosst 
of China, 


Bias Bay, Coast of 
China. 


Hainan, and adjoin- 
ing coast. 





Description 
of the alleged 
Pirates. 


Malays (Borneo) 


Bornean - « 
Chinese - - 
Chinese - . 
Chinese - - 
Chinese - . 








} 


The excess of 6,440, over the amount voted was paid under the sanction of the Lords 





HAVE BEEN EXPENDED AS HEAD MONEY FOR THE CAPTURE OF PIRATES. 3 





1851-1852) have been or are to be expended, stating the Amount paid for each separate Capture to Orricers and Men of Her 
Moyey has been or is to be paid; showing the Time when and the Place where, by what Ships, and under whose Command 
Judgment ; stating, also, the Number of Officers and Men receiving Head Money for each Capture or Destruction, the Ships they 
each Capture, and the Total Amount paid or to be paid in each Case (this Return being a continuation, in the compound Form, 





















































By what Tribunal Number of | Rate for each Class: 
lala tablaiet Specific Services | Persons Total Amount Date of Payments 
each Capture was adjudged, sexatie cw : i" 
as 2 o 
and Date of | HeadMoney) Killed or | Escaped, : 
Hee the Courts of Admiralty. was Captured, Head Money. Prize Agents. 
such Adjudication, decreed. | £.90 each. £.5 each. 
| 
£z sd 
High Court of Admiralty, 26 | Capture or destruction 1,330 350 980 11,900 - - | 29 August 1849. 
May 1847. of prahus; number 
not stated, . 
High Court of Admiralty, 10 | 1 prahu - - - 16 15 1 305 - - | 17 December 1849. 
July 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 6 prahus - - - 372 185 187 4,635 = - | 15 March 1850. 
Kong, 26 February 1848. 
High Court of Admiralty, 10 | 5 prahus - - - 240 240 - - 4,800 -— —- | 30 March 1850. 
July 1849. 
Carried down - - - £. | 21,640 - - 
High Court of Admiralty, 1 | Qjunks - - = - 46 41 5 845 - -| 5 August 1850. 
March 1850. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 9 vessels - - - 283 250 33 5,165 - —- | 29 August 1850. 
Kong, 20 December 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 2 ships « - - 152 152 - - 3,040 - - | 8 November 1850. 
Kong, 23 March 1849. 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Prince of | 88 vessels - - 2,640 500 2,140 20,700 — - | 30 November 1850. 
Wales Island, Singapore and 
Malacca, 8 October 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 5 vessels - - = 230 50 180 1,900 - — | 6 December 1850. 
Kong, 18 October 1849. 
Vice- Admiralty Court, Hong | 13 vessels - CS 900 240 660 8,100 ~ = | 13 December 1850. 
Kong, 9 March 1850. 
Vice- Admiralty Court, Hong | 2 vessels ~ - - 56 29 27 715 - —- | 20 December 1850. 
Kong, 17 April 1850, 
Vice- Admiralty Court, Hong | 58 vessels - - 2,950 1,845 | 1,105 42,425 — —- | 20 December 1850. 
Kong, 15 November 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 4 vessels - - - 310 310 - - 6,200 - — | 22 January 1851. 
Kong, 18 October 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 26 vessels - =] 1,800 400 1,400 15,000 - —- | 22 January 1851. 
Kong, 15 November 1849. 
Vice - Admiralty Court, Hong | 6 vessels - - - 287 61 226 2,350 - — | 25 March 185). 
Kong, 28 January 1850. —————| (.. = Expended in 1850-51, and 
106,440 - — |< charged to Vote of 100,000/. 
voted for that year. 
- - Expended in 1849-50, and 
Brought down - - -| 21,640 - — |. charged to Miscellanous Vote for 
that year. 
£, | 128,080 - - 
of the Treasury, as communicated by Sir C. Trevelyan’s letter of the 6th January 1851. 
J. T. Briggs, 


Accountant-general of the Navy. 


PIRATES’ HEAD MONEY. 





RETURN of the Manner in which the respective 
Sums of £.100,000 and £.21,640 (as stated in 
the Navy Estimates for 1851-52): have been 
or are to be expended (as a continuation, and 
in the compound Form, of Parliamentary Papers, 
No. 723 of Session 1850, and 239 of Session 
1851.) 


(Mr. Hume.) 


—_—_———_ 
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
27 June 1851. 


—_—_—— 
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Class A. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH THE 


BRITISH COMMISSIONERS 


AT 





SIERRA LEONE, HAVANA, THE CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE, JAMAICA, LOANDA, AND 
THE CAPE VERD ISLANDS; 


AND 


REPORTS FROM 


BRITISH VICE-ADMIRALTY COURTS, 


AND FROM 


BRITISH NAVAL OFFICERS, 


RELATING TO 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


From April 1, 1850, to March 31, 1851. 





Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
1851. 
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Class A. 





LIST OF PAPERS. 





SIERRA LEONE—(General). 





No. Date. | Receipt. Sussxct. Page 
1850 1850 
1. H.M.’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount | Feb. 9} Apr. 6| Blockade of the Gallinas raised 1 
Palmerston 
2. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.’s Acting Com- | May 15 Information on Siave Trade to 
missary Judge be given to naval officers .. 2 
3. H.M.’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount | Apr. 6| May 81] Report on Slave Trade . wo 2 
Palmerston 
4. * iy ..|July 1 | Sept. 14] Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated in any of the Mixed 
Commission Courts .. 3 
5. H.M.’s Commissary Judge ad interim to | July 23| Sept. 14} Reports the death of Mr. Hook. 3 
Viscount Palmerston 
6. ie os «| Nov. 4] Dec. 12] Revival of Slave Trade in the 
1851 River Pongos 4 
7. ” ” --{ Dec. 2| Jan. 20] Death of Caetano Nozolini, the 
slave-trader of Bissao . : 5 
8 9 5b --] Dec. 31] Jan. 20] Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated by any of the Mixed 
Commission Courts .. 6 
9. s 3) «» Dec. 31 Mar. 13 Annual Report for 1850 7 
HAVANA. 
1850 | 1850 ; 
10. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.’s Commissary | Apr. 1] . Emancipados sent to Jamaica in 
Judge February 9 
11. H.M’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Pal-} Mar. 4] Apr. 22 | Further removal of emancipados 
merston to Jamaica .. 9 
12. Mar. 27 | Apr. 22| Monthly Report. . 11 
13. Viscount Palmerston to HM: 3 Commissary May 15 oe Information on Slave Trade to 
Judge be given to Her Majesty’s 
naval officers... 1l 
14. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Pal- |} Mar. 30} May 22 | Further removal of emancipados 
merston to Jamaica .. a « Il 
15. ” ay -.| Apr. 26 | May 22] Monthly Report 12 
16. ” £5 «-|May 3{ June 19 | Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica .. AS 13 
17. on ” ++ | May 27] June 19 | Monthly Report, ee 14 
18. ” a «| June 26 | July 19 |Ditto 14 
19. ” » ++] June 27 | July 22} Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica .. 15 
20. ” ” «.| July 1] Aug. 19] Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated an 16 
21. as 38 --| July 27} Aug. 19 | Monthly Report es 16 
22. ” as +.| July 29 | Sept. 19} Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica .. aa oe 7. 
23. ” » -.| Aug. 24 | Sept. 19 | Monthly Report we - «18 
24. ” ” ..| Sept. 21 | Oct. 21 | Ditto a 19 
25. ” ” . | Sept. 23 | Oct. 28 | Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica 19 
26. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.’s Commissary | Oct. 28 on New Convention proposed ‘to 
Judge Spain .. we 21 
27. H.M.’s Comstsiary Judge to Viscount Pal-| Oct. 23 | Nov. 20] Monthly ‘Report va 22 
merston , 
28. ” s +»| Oct. 24 | Dec. 23 | Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica .. ky oe 22 
a2 


iv LIST OF PAPERS. 











No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1850 1850 
29. H.M.’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Pal-| Nov. 13| Dec. 23] Arrival of Captain - General 
merston Concha se . «624 
30. or ” -»| Nov. 22 | Dec. 23 | Monthly Report er 24 
1851 
31. “4 Ps «| Dec. 21] Jan. 23 | Commission appointed to take 
charge of the emancipados .. 24 
32. + 3 « | Dec. 23] Jan. 23 | Monthly Report ss . 26 
33. Ps 3 --| Dec. 24] Jan. 23| New Convention proposed to 
Spain .. e 6 
34. r a .-| Dec. 25] Jan. 28 | Further removal ‘of emanipados 
1851 to Jamaica... 26 
35. 5 Pr +e|Jan. 1] Feb. 26 | Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated 27 
36. 33 yi «-|Jan. 1] Feb. 26] Return of Saansouaie sent ‘to 
Jamaica in 1850 ae -- 28 
37. 1s m «.{Jan. 1] Feb. 26} Annual Report for 1850 -. 28 
38. > » -|Jan. 3 | Feb. 26 | Correspondence with the Captain- 
General about the emancipados 32 
39. 5 ” «| Jan. 22] Feb. 26) Monthly Report oe 33 
40. 59 % .-{| Jan. 23 | Mar. 25| Further removal of emancipados 
to Jamaica .. -. 34 
41. - rf) -o| Feb, 1] Mar. 25 | Iltreatment of emancipados -. 35 
42, a ” «| Feb. 15 | Mar. 25 | Slaves landed frombrig“ Brazil” 36 
43. i . Feb. 22] Mar. 25 | Monthly Report ea AU SS7 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
: 1850 1850 
44, Viscount Palmerston to H.M.'’s Commissioners | May 15 3 Information on Slave Trade to 
be given to Her Majesty’s 
naval officers . 39 
45. H.M.’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston | Apr. 23} Aug. 7 | “ Deliberaciio” “condemned jin 
Vice-Admiralty Court .. 39 
46. on) » -+| June 26 | Sept. 23] Brazilian brig “ Philantropo” 
condemned in Lucci 
Court .. . -. 40 
47. “ a --| July 2] Sept. 23 | Half-yearly Return. "No case 
adjudicated by Mixed Commis- 
sion 40 
48. ” ” «| July 13] Sept. 30 | Expenses of prisoners from Por- 
tuguese vessels condemned at 
the Cape an 40 
49. rn a -.| Aug. 16] Nov. 16 | Report on Slave Trade on the 
East Coast .. 41 
50. Viscount Palmerston to H.M.’s Commissioners | Nov. 30 ae Protocol of November 19, 1850 41 
1851 
51. H.M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston | Oct. 23] Jan. 7| Report on Slave Trade on the 
East Coast. Approaching re- 
1851 tirement of Governor do Valle 43 
52. ” «| Jan. 2{Mar.13] Annual Report of the Mixed 
Commission for 1850. . «- 44 
53. » ” ».| Jan. 2| Mar. 13 Annual Report on state of Slave 
Trade... 5 oe 44 
54, oh ” «-|Jan. 1] Mar. 19 | Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated by the Mixed Com- 
mission 45 
55. a rf «-{Jan. 1 | Mar. 19 | No judicial proceedings i in 1850 45 
56. ” ” .-|Jan. 1} Mar. 19| No slaves emancipated in 1850 46 
JAMAICA. 
1850 1850 
57. H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to Viscount | Mar. 8| Apr. 6| Departure of Mr. Turnbull .. 47 
Palmerston 
58, ” » , «+ | May 22] June 19} Recall of the Portuguese Com- 
missioner on “s -. 48 
59. 5 ‘ os May 22] June 19] Brazilian brig “ Clementina” 
captured by Her Majesty’s abe 
“Bermuda” .. on « 49 








LIST OF PAPERS. v 
_No. Date. | Receipt. Sussecr. Page 
1850 1850 
60, H.M.’s Acting Commissioner to Viscount | July 1] Aug. 5{ Half-yearly Return. No case 
Palmerston adjudicated .. 50 
61. a ” e-| July 5] Aug. 5] Brazilian brig “Clementina” con- 
demned by Vice - Admiralty 
Court .. 50 
62. tS “9 «| Oct. 10} Nov. 11 Departure of Portuguese Com- 
: 1851 1851 missioner... 51 
63. 6 » --| Jan. 2] Mar. 10} Half-yearly Return. “No case 
adjudicated 52 
64. s » -| Jan. 27] Mar. 10] Annual Report on Slave Trade 52 
LOANDA. 
1850 1850 
65. H.M.’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston | Jan. 4|May 6] Half-yearly Return. No case 
adjudicated 54 
66. ” ” --|Jan. 4})May 6] Annual Report of judicial pro- 
ceedings - 54 
67. » ” --|Jan. 7|May 6] Proceedings of Portuguese 
squadron south of Loanda .. 54 
68. ” ” «| Feb. 5})May 6| Legal proceedings taken against 
Messrs. Mattozo and Garrido 55 
69. -+| Feb. 5}May 6] Annual Report... 57 
70. H.M’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston” | Jan. 4 May 6{ Quarterly Report of Curator of 
Liberated Africans .. €0 
71. H.M’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston | Feb. 19 | June 10} Return of slaves emancipated by 
the Mixed Commission up to 
the end of 1849 7 61 
72. ‘i as -.| Feb. 20/ June 10] Annual Report of the Mixed 
Commission for 1849 62 
73. rN ” -+| Mar. 28 | June 10| Acknowledgment of despatch of 
December 28, 1849. Case of 
the “ Galianna” 69 
74, ” ” .| Mar, 80} June 10] Arrival of the United States’ 
brig of war “ Perry”. 69 
75. H.M’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston | Apr. 1] July 6] Reports the departure of Her 
Majesty’s Arbitrator. . 69 
76. ” » ..| Apr. 12] July 6] Marshal and Interpreter for the 
Mixed Commission .. «. 70 
77. 53 ” ..| Apr. 12] July 6 | Duties of Arbitrators .. we 7] 
78. A ” --| Apr. 15] July 6] Case of “Gahanna.” Question 
of damages .. 73 
79. os ” Apr. 1]|July 15] Slaver “Joaguina” (a) “Bina.” 
Forfeiture of bond .. -- 74 
80. ‘n Apr. 1{ July 15] Proceedings against the crews of 
the “Aurora” and “Fortuna” 74 
81. a ” Apr. 1] July 15] Reappointment of Governor of 
Benguela 75 
82. _ 7 «-{ Apr. J] July 15] Quarterly Report from Curator 
of Liberated Africans s 76 
83. + » .{ June 15 | Aug 27] Attempt of Dr. Catella, late Por- 
tuguese Commissioner, to re- 
sume his duties 4 76 
84. Py ”» «| June 17 | Sept. 16 | “Excellent” and “Martha” cap- 
tured by United States’ crui- 
zers .. 78 
85. *9 3 -.{ June 20| Sept. 16] Attempt of Dr. Catella, late 
Portuguese Commissioner, to 
resume his duties 79 
86. : ” .+| June 21 | Sept. 16 | Conduct of the Registrar Car- 
neiro . 90 
87. o Pe .| June 24 | Sept. 16 “Galianna.” Suspension of pro- 
ceedings on the question of 
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Marshal and Interpreter for the 
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Brazilian vessels “ Zeao,” “Pen- 
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Return of cases adjudicated: 
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Commander Dunlop’s proceed- 
ings at and near Gallinas .. 
Report of proceedings of Her 
Majesty's ship “Cormorant”. 222 
Brazilian slave-barque “ Santa 
Cruz” captured by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “Cormorant” .. 223 
Brazilian slave-barque “Paulina” 
captured by Her Majesty’s 
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ship “Cormorant” .. 224 
Information on state of Slave 
Trade. . oe . 226 


Blockade of the Gallinas s raised. 227 


Appointment of a British Agent 
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New Treaty coneluded with the 
Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman 227 

Assistance rendered to Chiefs of 
Gallinas against the Zaro tribe 229 


227 
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170. Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the | Jan. 26} Apr. 16 | Proceedings of the boats of Her 
Admiralty Majesty’s ship “Dee” in the 
Angozha River 5 230 
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172, Commander Crofton to the Secretary to the | Jan. 15} Apr. 22 Capture of the*Providencia” (2) 
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173. Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the | Feb. 21| Apr. 30/ Report on Slave Trade from the 
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the Admiralty - steamers “ Providencia” and 
“ Serpente” .. -» 236 
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King of Dahomey’s slave-hunts 240 
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Admiralty stroyed by Her Majesty's ship 
1850 “ Waterwitch” 242 
180. Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to | Mar. 13| June 8] Is about to aie to Rio de 
the Admiralty Janeiro 243 
181. Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the | Feb. 27] June 8 | Information on 1 Slave Trade in 
Admiralty the Bights 243 
182. » 3 Mar. 19] June 8 | Increased exportation of Slaves 
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183, » a Mar. 19} June 8] Brazilian brig “ Ventura” cap- 
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“Cyclops.” Attempt at re- 
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184. ey mh Mar. 19 | June “Galianna.” 1000 slaves landed 
near Rio os 247 
185, ”» s Mar. 20| June 8 | Capture of five Brazilian slavers 
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the Admiralty ‘ slaves, by Her Majesty’s ship 
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196. a Be May 6/} June 28] Slaver with 152 slaves, captured 
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« Pilot,” with United States’ flag 
and papers captured by Her 
Majesty’s ship Cyclops” .. 287 
United States’ vessel “ Excel- 
lent” captured by United States’ 
cruizer “‘Jobn Adams” +. 289 
Visit of American vessels by 
Her Majesty’s cruizers +. 292 
Ditto .. . +. 299 
Slavers fraudulently heisting the 
United States’ flag -. 301 
Return of slaves landed in Brasit 
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Her Majesty’ s ship “ Rifle- 
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Majesty’s ship . 807 
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“Vingador” captured by Her 
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“ Dous Amigos” captured by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Phenix” $10 
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captured by Her Majesty’s ship 
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“ Velho do Dia” destroyed by 
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ship “Cormorant” .. «. 823 
Her Majesty's ships ‘Cormo- 
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States’ vessels “* New World” 
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journal of his mission to 
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“ Feiticeira”’ captured by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Harpy” 4 +. 858 
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against the proceedings of Her 
Majesty's ships oe 359 
Officers of flag-ship “ South- 
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by force the seizure of slave- 
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Complaint of: Governor of Loanda 
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Hastings’ letters. . 361 
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“ Chatsworth” 364 
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Connivance of Portuguese autho- 
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Destruction of barracoons ‘at 
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Destruction of barracoons at 
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Submission of the Sultan “of 
Angozha as 380 


United States’ brigantine “Louisa 
Beaton” detained by Her Ma- 
jesty’s ship “ Dolphin” +. 381 
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pretended American, captured 
by Her Majesty's ship “Rattler” 385 
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Slaves shipped in the Pongos. 
Attempted revival of Slave 
Trade at Gallinas .. 392 

“« Felicidade’’ destroyed by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Sharpshooter” 394 
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the Mixed Commission at the 
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Condition of missionaries at 
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Complaint against Her Majesty's 
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tured by Her Majesty's ship 
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Cabenda boat captured by barge 

of Her Majesty’s ship “Cen- 

taur” . oe. ve +. 408 
Case of the “‘ Veiga,” captured by 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops” 410 
Murder of Mr. Parker. Diaike 
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No. 1. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
April 6.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 9, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit for your Lordship’s information 
a printed “ Government Notice,” issued by Governor Macdonald this morning, 
announcing that the blockade which has for a considerable time past been 
strictly enforced on the whole coast of Gallinas, was, on the 4th instant, in 
consequence of a Treaty concluded by Commodore Fanshawe, C.B., on the 
part of Her Majesty, and the Chiefs of the Gallinas, declared to be raised and 
no longer in force. 

This test of the sincerity of the Native Chiefs is very interesting, inasmuch 
as Commodore Fanshawe must have been fully satisfied of their trustworthiness 
before he consented to raise the blockade, which, in conjunction with the 
previous stringent measures, has completely rooted up the export Slave Trade in 
Gallinas ; and should the Chiefs continue to carry out their engagements, as set 
forth in the Treaty between Her Majesty and them, the far-famed Gallinas 
Slave Trade will become a mere matter of historical record. 

The raising of the blockade will, I presume, enable Her Majesty’s Naval 
Commander-in-chief on this coast to do with fewer cruizers off Gallinas 
and Sherbro, and increase his squadron in the Bights. 

Doubtless, attempts will be made by the renegade Spanish and Brazilian 
slave-traders, lately residing in Gallinas and expelled by the native Chiefs, to 
regain a footing in the country. 

I have been informed that large numbers of slaves belonging to the 
expelled foreigners were left in charge of the inhabitants, with a few of their 
owners returning to claim them. Commander Dunlop, of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Alert,” was fortunate enough to rescue numbers of such slaves and land them 
in Sierra Leone. 

As yet I have not heard of any vessel having carried away a cargo of slaves 
this year betwecn Senegal and Cape St. Paul. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) JAMES HOOK. 
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Inclosure in No. 1. 


GovernMENr Notice. 


THE Colonial Secretary has the commands of Governor Macdonald to announce to the inhabit- 
ants of this colony generally, and more especially to the merchants and traders of it, that his 
Excellency received last night, by Her Majesty’s sloop “ Alert,” a despatch from Commodore 
Fanshawe, C.B., commanding in chief the British squadron on the West Coast of Africa, officially 
notifying to him: 

1st. That in consequence of the Chicfs of Gallinas and Solyman having fulfilled all the engage- 
ments required of them by Her Majesty's Government, the Commodore had concluded a Treaty with 
them on the part of Her Majesty, for the total suppression of the Slave Trade ; and had, therefore, 
on the 4th instant, declared the blockade of their coast to be raised. 

2nd. That the Chiefs of Gallinas, Solyman, Manna, Sugury, and Cape Mount had, through 
the mediation of Captain Hugh Dunlop (commanding Her Majesty’s sloop “ Alert,” the senior 
officer of the northern division of the squadron, under the command of Commodore Fanshawe, C.B.), 
entered into a Treaty with him, by which, amongst other things, it is agreed that all wars and feuds 
between the said Chiefs are for ever at an end, and that peace is restored within their respective 
territories ; that Her Majesty’s subjects shall be permitted to resort to their territories, for the pur- 
poses of trade, without hindrance or molestation of any kind, and that their persons and property 
shall be inviolate; that they may erect houses and factories therein ; and that the Chiefs will show 
no favour or privilege of any kind to the ships and traders of other countries, which they do not, 
or will not, confer on the subjects of Her Majesty the Queen. , 

8rd. The Governor invites the particular attention of the mercantile portion of the community 
to the foregoing gratifying intelligence ; and sincerely trusts that they will avail themselves without 
delay of the opening now afforded them, of establishing, on a sure and solid basis, a lucrative com- 
mercial intercourse between this colony and the territories of the Chiefs in question; which, while it 
cannot fail to be a source of emolument to themselves, will at the same time be the means, through 
their instrumentality, of utterly eradicating from the territorics in the neighbourhood of this colony, 
that bane to all legal traffic, the Slave Trade. 

By his Excellency’s command, 
J. F. SMYTH. 





No. 2. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 15, 1850. 

I HAVE to desire, that in future whenever any well-founded information 
respecting the movements of slave-vessels may come to your knowledge, you 
will immediately communicate the same to the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
ships which may be at or in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, as well as to 
the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces on the West Coast of 
Africa Station. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


NS 


No. 3. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.— 
(Received May 31.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, April 6, 1850. 


I FIND that the public journals just arrived from England announce that 
a Select Committee of the House of Lords, and another of the House of 
Commons, have been appointed to continue the consideration of the best means 
wiih Great Britain can adopt for the final extinction of the African Slave 

rade. 

On the 31st of December last, I had the honour of transmitting to your 
Lordship my annual report on the state of Slave Trade on this coast during 
the year 1849, and though only three months have since elapsed, the circum- 
stance of thre being a Select Committce of the House of Peers and House of 
Commons sitting on the Slave Trade, does, I humbly conceive, warrant my 
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supplying your Lordship with the latest intelligence I possess on this important 


subject. rae 

: Since my report above referred to, I have watched with more than usual 
attention every locality where there is a probability of the revival of Slave 
Trade, especially in places where it has been extinguished. And after minute 
inquiry, I have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship, that I have not 
heard of a single vessel having taken away a cargo of slaves between Senegal 
and Cape St. Paul’s. Nor am I am aware of a slaver having been seen off the 
coast this year. : 

And what is equally remarkable, there has not been a single prize sent 
into this port for adjudication, either in the Mixed Commission Courts or Vice- 
Admiralty Courts, since the end of last year. From personal observations I 
know that a similar circumstance has not occurred within the last eight years. 
I consider it as a strong proof that abolition is progressing with good effect. 

From all I can learn, it appears to me that the export Slave Trade is now 
driven into the Bights and south of the Line. And as I lately had the honour 
to remark to your Lordship, we have at present about 1,500 miles of 
coast freed from export Slave Trade. I believe this favourable result has been 
brought about mainly by the zeal and vigilance of Her Majesty’s cruizers. 

I beg also to report to your Lordship that agricultural pursuits, especially 
the cultivation of ground-nuts, are making satisfactory progress between this 
place and Gambia. Within the last few months the current price of this native 
production has advanced full 10 per cent., and agricultural slaves, during the 
same period, have risen considerably in value. In my opinion, such facts as 
these are sufficient proof that export Slave Trade no longer exists in those parts. 

Your Lordship, I trust, will not be surprised at my thus again drawing 
your attention to the establishment and progress of agriculture; for we must 
rely on this and legal commerce to replace and succeed the inhuman Slave Traffic. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HOOK. 





No. 4. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Lord Eddisbury.—(Received 
September 14.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 1, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has come 
before the British and Netherland, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, 
British and Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, nor the British and Chilian Mixed 
Courts of Justice, established in this colony for the prevention of the illicit 
Traffic in Slaves, during the half-year ending yesterday. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES HOOK. 





No, 5. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge ad interim to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
September 14.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 23, 1850. 

IT becomes my painful duty to report to your Lordship the death of 
Mr. James Hook, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge ad interim, which took 
place at his residence, on the evening of the 19th instant, after a prolonged 
illness. 

The vacancy thus caused in these Mixed Courts I have filled by virtue of 
my office as Governor of this colony, and have this day taken the oath of office 
as Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge pro tempore, agreeably to the requirements 
of the Slave Trade Treaties. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 


B2 
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No. 6. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge ad interim to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
December 12.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, November 4, 1850. 


I CONSIDER it my duty, as Her Majesty's Commissioner ad interim, to 
report to your Lordship an attempt for the revival of the Slave Trade to the 
northward of this colony, which came under my notice some months back as 
Governor of this colony. 

The facts of the case are as follow :— 

Some time in the month of February last, information reached me that 
Paul Faber, the notorious slave-dealer in the River Pongos, contemplated to 
dispose of a portion of his slaves; that he had them confined in a barracoon, in 
anticipation of the arrival of a vessel from the Brazils to convey them thither, 
and that the vessel in question was daily expected to make her appearance in 
the Pongos, for this purpose. 

Upon the receipt of this information, I lost no time in communicating it 
to Captain Marsh, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Heroine,” the then senior officer of 
the Northern Division of the Squadron, who ordered Lieutenant Macleod, of 
Her Majesty’s schooner ‘‘ Adelaide,” to proceed to the Pongos, and to obtain all 
the necessary information respecting this transaction. 

After the lapse of a few days, Lieutenant Macleod returned to the colony, 
and verbally reported to me that he had visited the River Pongos, and had even 
inspected Paul Faber’s factory; that he saw there no indication whatever of the 
Slave Trade; and that he considered the rumour unfounded, and merely circu- 
lated with a design of drawing the squadron from the Gallinas. The consequence 
was, that the ‘‘ Adelaide” returned to her own cruizing-ground between the 
Banana Islands and the Sherbro. 

But a few months had, however, elapsed, when I received further intelli- 
gence of the actual shipment in the Pongos, by Paul Faber, of 240 of his slaves, 
on board of a Brazilian vessel which had arrived there, fully equipped and provi- 
sioned for her human cargo; and that Paul Faber had been paid in cash for these 
slaves, to the amount of 15,000 dollars. 

When this further information reached me, it was immediately communi- 
cated by me, with the foregoing circumstances, to Commander Patten, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Hound,” who ordered Her Majesty’s sloop “ Ranger” to 
proceed and cruize off the Pongos. Her Majesty’s steamer “ Prometheus” 
has since been also stationed to the northward; and I have no doubt that 
their presence there will stop any further attempts that may be made to 
re-establish the Slave Trade in that quarter. 

Of the truth of the first report respecting Paul Faber’s intention to dispose 
of his slaves, I had myself no doubt whatever, since it was publicly known in 
the Pongos at the time, that Paul Faber had called in a large number of his 
slaves from his ground-nut fields; a course which he would not have adopted, 
had he not made other and more lucrative arrangements respecting them. 

Since the capture, in 1847, of the Spanish schooner ‘ Atrevida,’’? in that 
locality, the parties there who were engaged in the Slave Trade, had, finding 
their attempts to ship off their slaves frustrated, turned their attention to the 
cultivation of ground-nuts and other produce. I regret, however, to say that 
the success which has attended Paul Faber’s exertions has created such a sensa- 
tion in the Pongos and neighbourhood, that every person who is in a position to 
do so, has withdrawn himself from the cultivation of the soil, and has recom- 
menced purchasing slaves, in the expectation that other slavers will visit that 
river, and that the like success will attend them which has unfortunately marked 
Paul Faber’s speculations. 1 am of opinion that the linc of coast between this 
and Biss‘io should not be left, as has lately been the case, without the presence 
of a British cruizer. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 
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No. 7. 


. Her Majesty's Commissary Judge ad interim to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
January 20, 1851.) : 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 2, 1850. 


, MR. BENJAMIN CAMPBELL, manager and magistrate of the Isles de 
Los, having reported to me the death of Caetano José Nozolini, alias “Kyetan,” 
at the Cape de Verde Islands, in the month of June last, I do myself the honour 
to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of that gentleman’s 
communication. 

Kyetan, as your Lordship is fully aware, has for many years past been the 
most extensive slave-trader to the northward of this colony, and his removal by 
death must be viewed as a most fortunate occurrence towards the extinction of 
that infamous traffic in that neighbourhood. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s particular attention to that part of Mr. 
Campbell’s letter giving an account of the horrible cruelties inflicted on some of 
Caetano’s slaves, subsequent to his decease, by some of his relatives. These 
unhappy people, taking advantage of the death of their former master, made an 
attempt to escape either to the Isles de Los or to this colony; but unfortu- 
nately they were recaptured at the Island of-Kennebec, where they stopped to 
rest themselves, and were taken by the natives back to Bissio, where they were, 
as your Lordship will perceive, subjected to tortures and treatment so revolting 
to humanity, that it is to be hoped the Government whose subjects have so 
disgraced it, as well as themselves, by such acts of atrocity, will by your Lord- 
ship’s interference be induced to visit them with that amount of punishment 
justly due to such revolting proceedings. : 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 





Inclosure in No. 7. 
Mr. Campbell to Governor Macdonald. 


Sir, Factory Islee, Isles de Los, October 80, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that Caetano José Nozolini, commonly known 
as “‘Kyetan,” and who, under that name, has for many years obtained a discreditable notoriety as 
an extensive slave-trader, died in the month of June last at the Cape de Verde Islands, 

This man has, it is said, died wealthy, but not from his Slave Trade transactions. Though very 
successful formerly in the pursuit of that infamous traffic, the same good fortune deserted him in the 
latter years of his speculation in human beings ; and in one year alone he lost, it is said, by capture 
and shipwreck, four vessels and their cargoes. 

These losses occurring about the time the Act of the British Parliament was passed, enabling 
Her Majesty's cruizers to capture vessels under the Portuguese flag, found equipped for Slave Trade, 
induced him for the future to devote his time, means, and energies solely to the lucrative legitimate 
commerce of the Rio Jeba; in the pursuit of which he has amassed a good fortune. 

With the property left by Kyetan are about 200 domestic slaves of both sexes, whom he 
employed about tis extensive establishments. During his life-time these people, I am told, had no 
cause to complain of ill-treatment ; but, since his death, some of his relatives, who only made them- 
selves known to him some months before his death, when it was apparent that he was sinking 
gradually from the effects of a pulmonary complaint, have lately exercised a most cruel and despotic 
authority over these people. One of these so-called relatives is described to me asa man who is 
more than suspected of having committed piracies, and all the barbarous cruel crimes attached to 
that lawless pursnit. This man (I did not lea his name) has made himself conspicuous for the 
cruelties exercised towards these unfortunate people. 

To escape from cruelties to which they had not been accustomed, and which had become 
intolerable, several of these unhappy slaves here seized a large boat belonging to Kyetan’s estab- 
lishment, with the intention of reaching these islands or Sierra Leone. In the hurry and secrecy of 
their departure, they appear to have laid in little, if any, water and provisions for their voyage of 
more than 200 miles; they were therefore soon suffering from hunger and thirst: the former priva- 
tion the African can endure with more patience than perhaps any other branch of the human race, 
but under the latter privation they are most impatient. They wished to land at Bulama to assuage 
their thirst and appease their hunger; but they dared not set foot on shore there, as they were 
certain of being recognized by the Bissio people who are settled on that island, and sent back by 
them. Thus, on a territory clearly British, which should have proved to these unhappy people an 
asylum, and instead of its flag of freedom waving to them a welcome, they saw flying the same 
flag which at Bissio had looked with apathy and indifference to their sufferings. They proceeded 
onwards with feeling mingled with hope and despair, till they reached the Island of Kennebec 5 
here, by the direst necessity, and in expectation of escaping the observation of the natives, they 
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landed, but were unfortunately observed by the inhabitants, who surrounded and seized them, and, 
with the hope of an ample reward, carried them back to Bissio, 

I would not, on no better foundation than a passing rumour, attempt to harrow your Excel- 
lency’s feelings with the description of the fate that befel these unhappy people. My informant is a 
man of respectability, of veracity, and honour, whom I have known as such for some years, and is the 
confidential agent of a foreign mercantile house of high standing. He has been, with several others, 
agents of English, French, American, and Belgian houses, Sein fur some weekg past at Bissio to 
betas from the representatives of Kyetan a settlement of the balance due to their principals, and 
was on the spot when the atrocities he described to me took place. = - 

This being the first attempt of the slaves to escape, and unfortunately an upsuccessful one, 
it was thought necessary by the inhuman Portuguese to deter, by the torture of theag people, others 
from making an attempt to gain their liberties. 

In the first burst of exultation on recovering these poor runaways, the leaders of them were 
shot dead; some of the others were taken inside the fort, and lashed to the guns (those guns rest- 
ing on British ordnance iron carriages, kindly lent by the late Governor Rendall, from St. Mary's, 
to the authorities at Bissdio, when they were at war with the natives, and have never yet been 
reclaimed), and then flogged so unmercifully, that but few of them have survived the frightful 
punishment. Another horrid act of cruelty, which I never heard of before, was practised on some 
of these unfortunate slaves. Muskets were loaded with powder and salt, and fired at their ndked 
bodies. This species of cruel torture was, I believe, unknown before in these parts, and is probably 
practised by the pirates of Cuba to extort confession. ; 

It is with feelings of horror, but under the impulse of duty, and with full confidence in the 
fidelity and veracity of my informant, that I bring these atrocities to your notice, certain that your 
Excellency will also bring them under the notice of Her Majesty's Government; and that Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs will call on the Government of Portugal 
to put an end to barbarities which disgrace a people presre Christianity; and the recital of which 
will shock the feelings and rouse the indignation of the humane and benevolent of every country.’ 

It is astonishing with what blind pride and tenacity Portugal clings to her African possessions. 
They were evidently founded for the main object of supplying her transatlantic empire, Brazil, with 
slaves. Their present dilapidated and profitless condition shows the false basis on which their 
prosperity rested. { 

Bissio, being situated on a river from which large quantities of the natural produce of this 
country are drawn, possesses a more sound basis of prosperity than the Slave Trade. 

But these advantages are lost to the mother-country. A political economist will never be able 
to perceive of what advantage colonies can be to a country in which there are no manufactures, 
ait te genius of whose people is averse to, or insensible of the value of them, and which country 
consequently must be almost without commerce ! 

As a natural result, the products collected at Bissio are carried away by vessels bearing the 
flags of England, France, Belgium, America, and Bremen ; because the manufactures and products of 
these different countries have furnished the medium by which these African products have been 
obtained from the natives. The national flag is only seen on the small coasting vessels of the 
resident Portuguese traders. 

The fact is not generally known, but it may be useful to be made so, that the value of the 
natural products of the Rio Jeba, annually exported from Biss&o, equal, if they do not exceed, the 
annual valne of the products exported from Sierra Leone; although a very large portion of these 
are collected from several rivers, in all eight or nine, which lay north and south adjacent to the 
colony. 

Bisedo, to a stranger sential it, and surveying from the deck of the vessel the scene before him, 
presents anomalous features. He sees vessels of various nations loading and unloading; boats and 
canoes going in rapid succession to and from the shore; and a commercial activity, to which the 
Sabbath even does not cause a day’s suspense, denoting clearly the elements of prosperity and wealth. 
He turns his eyes towards the fort—there he sees dilapidation and decay, a solitary sentry at the 
gate, shoeless, with tattered regimentals, and shouldering a musket that elsewhere would have been 
condemned as unserviceable long ago: this too plainly speaks of national decadence and poverty. 
How is this diversity of feature in one scene to be reconciled? Bad government, excessively high 
duties, and Senhor Kyetan’s large fortune acquired in a few vere my pevbebly give the solution. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) B, CAMPBELL, J.P. 





No. 8. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge ad interim to Lord Eddisbury.—( Received 
February 20, 1851.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has come 
before the British and Netherland, British and Spanish, British and Argentine, 
British and Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, nor the British and Chilian Mixed 
Courts of Justice, established in this colony for the prevention of the illicit 
Traffic in Slaves, during the half-year ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 





Se gens 
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No. 9. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge ad interim to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
March 18, 1851.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to present to your Lordship a report on the state of 
Slave Trade on the Western Coast of Africa, during the past year, with such 
information on that subject as I have been able to collect. 

In the above period no case has been brought before the several British 
and Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this colony for the suppres- 
sion of that traffic, and consequently no slaves have been emancipated by those 
Courts during the year. 

The total number of cases prosecuted before the Mixed Commissions 
since their establishment here in June 1819, up to the present date, is 529, 
whereof 502 were cases of condemnation, and 27 were either withdrawn, 
dismissed, or restored to the claimants. 

‘In the same period there have been emancipated by these Mixed Courts 
64,625 slaves, of whom 56,935 have been registered here. 

In the Vice-Admiralty Court of the colony there have been adjudicated 
within the year, under the Act 2 and 3 Victoria, c. 73, 5 vessels without 
colours or papers, and under the Act 8 and 9 Victoria, c. 122, 7 acknow- 
ledged Brazilian vessels ; all cases of condemnation. 

Of these 12 captures, 1] were made in the Bight of Benin, and 1 to 
the southward of the Line, off the coast of Angola. 

In 8 of the cases there were slaves; the remainder were proceeded 
against for equipment only. 

The number of slaves so captured were 2,045, of whom 1614 were decreed 
emancipation. 

Of the 7 Brazilian vessels prosecuted under the Act 8 and 9 Victoria, 
c. 122, 5 got their imperial passports at Bahia, and 1 at Rio de Janeiro; 
5 cleared for Brazilian coasting voyages, and 1 for the Azores, and 1 had 
neither passport nor clearance. 

Respecting the nationality of the 5 vessels unfurnished with flag or 
papers, I am unable to give any correct information. They were most probably 
engaged in Brazilian Slave Trade, although a portion of them might have been 
Spanish property, as the destruction of flag and papers is sometimes resorted 
to, to avoid the exposure and risk of punishment which would await the parties 
concerned, were they brought before these Mixed Courts. 

From the foregoing statement, it will be seen that the number of captures 
adjudicated at Sierra Leone during this year has been almost one-half less than 
the year preceding, although the number of slaves captured and emancipated 
exceeds that of last year. 

All the captures, with one exception, were made to the north of the Line. 

The expulsion of the foreign slave-traders from their position at the 
Gallinas, consequent upon the proceedings adopted against them by the British 
cruizers, and the increasing legitimate trade in the Sherbro (both formerly 
great marts for slaves), will, I trust, prevent its reappearance in those localities, 
as the natives will, it is to be hoped, discover it to be more to their interests to 
foster and encourage legitimate commerce, than to cherish a traffic attended 
with so great risks to those engaged in it, and with such debasing results to the 
country where it is permitted to exist. 

I regret, my Lord, not to be able to say the same of the state of Slave 
Trade to the north, as in the course of this year a Brazilian vessel took 240 
slaves from the River Pongos, shipped by the notorious Paul Faber, which I had 
the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of the 4th of November 
last, and to which I beg to refer your Lordship. This, however, is the only 
successful instance of the kind that has come to my knowledge; and as that 
part of the coast has since been visited by two of Her Majesty’s cruizers, and 
remains now narrowly watched by one, I trust that any encouragement which 
might have been given to Slave Trade by this vessel’s success, will be checked, 
and that the legitimate trade in ground-nuts and other articles of produce which 
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has sprung up, and which was seriously disturbed and endangered by that 
transaction, will eventually supersede it. 

The death of Caetano José Nozolini, alias Kyetan, in the month of June 
last, who used to be one of the most extensive slave-traders to the northward 
of this colony, will doubtless have a favourable effect towards the extinction of 
the illicit traffic in that part; and should Her Majesty’s Government decide 
upon occupying the Island of Bulama, the Slave Trade will very shortly be 
wholly extirpated in that locality. 

From Cape Senegal, in latitude 16° 21’ north, and longitude 16° 13’ west, 
to Cape St. Paul’s, in latitude 6° 0’ north, and longitude 1° O° east, a dis- 
tance measuring by the line of coast of about. 1500 miles, there has not 
been, with the exception before named, a single capture, nor, so far as I can 
learn, any slave-trading. This is a matter of sincere congratulation, as in 
former years a very large exportation of slaves took place annually between 
those two latitudes. 

In the Bights and on the South Coast, there is a “lull,” if I may use that 
expression, in the Traffic, which I believe is to be ascribed to the more active 
co-operation of the American with the British cruizers, as also to the measures 
taken to enforce tlie treaties on the coast of Brazils. 

At Loanda, also, I have reason to believe the slave-dealers have received 
a severe blow to their speculations in human flesh, the result of active and 
well-concerted measures adopted against them by Commodore Fanshawe, C.B., 
and the squadron under his command; and it only requires that the other 
Powers should act with good faith, and co-operate with Great Britain in carrying 
out vigorous measures against that Traffic, to enable us to anticipate, I trust at 
no very distant period, something more approaching to a total suppression of 
it than has as yet marked the noble efforts which have been so unceasingly 
made by Great Britain, to contend against it, single-handed. 

. have, &c. 


(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 








(9) 


HAVANA. 





No. 10. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 11, 1850. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 4th of February last, on the subject 
of the emancipados who were delivered up to you in the month of January, to 
be removed to a British colony. 

I approve of the representations which you made to the Captain-General 
respecting the reluctance which appears to have been felt by the negro Felipe 
and the negress Tomasa to be removed from Cuba, and which induced his 
Excellency to consent to their remaining in that island. 

The removal of emancipados to a British colony is intended for their 
advantage and security, but none should be so removed who really prefer to 
remain in Cuba. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





No. 11. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmersten.—(Received April 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, March 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that by the steam-ship ‘‘ Tay,” which sailed 
hence this morning, I forwarded to Jamaica 6 men and 1 woman of the 
Africans emancipated by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, and assigned 
by the Captain-General to be so removed. The woman had one child of eleven 
years of age, and thus, these, with the numbers previously reported, make a 
total of 332 men, 166 women, and 126 children. 

I only received notice from the Government, of these individuals being to 
be given up on the 2nd instant, which would have been too late for the last 
month’s steam-ship, but the one from England not having arrived at its due 
time, the ‘‘ Tay” had been delayed, so as to admit of their embarkation on the 
3rd, and removal this day. The ordinary charges, therefore, only were paid, 
amounting, with the boat-hire, to 97 dollars ; which sum, with that paid for the 
same service last month, will make a total of 2344 dollars. ‘ 

I have the satisfaction of adding that with the exception of one man. who 
did not appear to be so well in health, they seemed all desirable immigtants, 
and expressed themselves contented to be so: removed. 

The man Felipe, who on the last occasion of removing these emancipados 
had been so strongly expressing a disinclination to be removed as to induce me 
to join in his request, in accordance with your Lordship’s despatch dated the 
10th November last, has been removed by this Government, at its own expense, 
to Yucatan, as a person too dangerous to be allowed to remain here. I was told 
by the officer who had him in charge, that he had been suspected of an attempt 
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at assassination, which, however, could not be proved against him, and therefore 
they were anxious to have him removed at all events, rather than remain here 
free after receiving his paper of freedom. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, March 2, 1850. 


UNDER this date I have directed that the emancipados Justo, No. 351, of the schooner 
“ Manuelita,” Eulogio (a) Domingo, No. 63, of the “ Rosa,” Moverto (4) Pablo, No. 47, of the 
same, Abraham, No. 41, of the * Orestes,” Elias, No. 93, of the same vessel ; Telesforo, No. 4, of 
“ Gerges,” and Agripina, No. 135, of the “ Hmilio,” with her child, who have received their papers 
of freedom, should be embarked at your order, on board the vessel you should direct, for their 
removal from the island ; and I make this known to you for the purpose accordingly. 


God preserve you many years, 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to the Captain-General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, March 2, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this date, inclosing me a list of 
6 men, 1 woman, and 1 child of the latter, of the Africans emancipated by the Mixed Court 
of Justice, to whom your Excellency has been pleased to give their papers of freedom, for the purpose 
of their removal from the island; and in accordance with your desire to be informed of the vessel 
destined to take them, I have to request they may be sent as usual to be put on board the steam- 
ship “ Tay,” now in the harbour, which vessel will leave for Jamaica immediately after the arrival of 
the one from England, due since the 26th ultimo. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 11. 


Rerorn of Extanctpapos sent to Jamaica by the steam-ship “Tay,” March 4, 1850.. 











Emancipados. Apparent Age. | Date of Introduction. | How Emancipated. 
MALES. 

Justo... oe oe +-| 29 years December 1833 By the Mixed Court 
Enlogio (4) Domingo .. Bc an February 1834 : Ditto. 
Moverto (4) Pablo we th W February 1834 : Ditto. 
Abraham... ee ri te - March —1826 Ditto 
Elias. ne fb > Be Pay March 1826 Ditto 
Telesforo .. oe ae as Ss July, 1828 Ditto 

FEMALE, 
ss lhe: one child. of, 11. 5 op July, 1830: Ditto 
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No. 12. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, March 27, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
‘sailed hence to be engaged in Slave Trade, since my last month’s despatches 
on this subject. Neither have [ any distinct information of any one having 
arrived with slaves lately, though I have heard a rumour to that effect. The 
more trustworthy communication made to me is, on the other hand, that three 
have been due more than two months, so that fears are entertained by their 
owners, of their having been captured. Meanwhile there is a demand arising 
for slaves for the coffee plantations, which are now again attended to on account 
of the higher price for that article. I fear, therefore, that the trade will continue 
to be attempted on the strength of expected profits accordingly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 13. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Sir, a: Foreign Office, May 15, 1850. 

I HAVE to desire that in future, whenever any well-founded information 
respecting the movements of slave-vessels may come to your knowledge, you 
will immediately communicate the same to the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
ships which may be at or in the neighbourhood of the Havana, as well as to the 
Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s Naval Forces on the West India station. 

Tam, &c. 
. (Signed) PALMERSTON. 





No. 14. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, Mareh 30, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I received yesterday, at the Government 
House as usual, 2 men and | woman, of the Africans declared emancipated 
by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, and that I put them immediately 
on board the steam-ship “Great Western,” which sailed hence in fhe evening 
with them for Jamaica. 

These, with the numbers previously reported, make a total of 334 men, 
167 women, and 126 children. 

Tam glad to have to state that the three now sent appeared to me very 
desirable immigrants for the colony, and that they expressed themselves much 
pleased to be removed to gain a state of freedom. 

As the steamer proceeded immediately on her return, the ordinary charges 
only were paid, viz., 10 dollars each for the passage, and half a dollar per day 
for maintenance, the voyage being estimated at four days. The cost, therefore, 
with boat-hire, amounted to 87 dollars, which, with the sums of 234% dollars 
previously paid, since the last quarter ended, make a total of 2714 dollars. 

For this sum, therefore, I have to draw now at the end of the quarter. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, March 26, 1850. 


I HAVE directed that there should be placed in deposit, for their removal from this island, the 
emancipados Santiago, No. 107, of the brigantine “* Firme,” Homobono, 30, of the “ Voladora,” and 
Coleta, 41, of the schooner ‘“ Santiago,” who have received their respective papers of freedom. 
And I inform you of this, for the purpose of your making known to me the vessel in which they are 
to be removed, that I may issue the necessary orders for their embarkation. 


God preserve you many years. 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 
Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain-General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, March 27, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of yesterday's date, informing me 
of 3 Africans of the class of emancipados, to whom your Excellency has been pleased to give 
their papers of freedom; and in accordance with your desire to that effect, request they may be sent 
as usual on board the steamer from Jamaica when it shall arrive, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 14. 


Return of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica by the steam-ship “Great Western,” March 29, 1850. 

















Emancipados. Apparent Age. | Date of Introduction. | How Emancipated. 
MALES. 
Santiago .. ais ae -.| 50 years December 1828 By the Mixed Court. 
Homobono Bs. ee aia) OB. July 1829 Ditto 
FEMALE. 
Coletta .. ce . oo] 47 yy May 1830 Ditto 











No. 15. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, April 26, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report, that I have not heard of any vessel having 
sailed hence, suspected of being intended for Slave Trade, since my last month’s 
despatch on the state of Slave Trade. I regret to have to add, that the Trade 
is nevertheless continued, as I have positive information of a cargo having been 
brought in the Holy Week; but to what part I have not been able to learn, nor 
any particulars. A proprietor of my acquaintance was offered a lot of the 
Bozales, but he declined it, as he told me, because he preferred buying those that 
had been already acclimated. Accordingly he bought twenty, of whom ten were 
men, seven women, and three children, who had been three or four years in the 
island, at the price of 7,500 dollars. He wanted them for a coffee plantation, 
which had been neglected on account of the low price of coffee, but the cultiva- 
tion of which, in the present state of the market, he found it worth his while 
to renew. This is the case of course with hundreds of others, and a certain 
demand, therefore, for slaves is thus again arising. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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No. 16. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 19.) . 


My Lord, Havana, May 3, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report, that on the 27th ultimo I received at the 
Government House, as before, 6 men of the Africans declared emancipated by 
the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, under the Treaty: of 1817, and that I 
put them immediately on board the steam-ship “Trent,” appointed to sail 
hence for Jamaica four hours after the arrival of the one then due from England. 
This, one, however, not having arrived at the time, the “ Trent” sailed yesterday 
afternoon without waiting further for its arrival, in obedience to the instructions 
to be observed in such cases. For the passage-money and maintenance per 
day,;as originally computed for the voyage, if they had gone at the due time, I 
paid the sum of 73 dollars, including the boat-hire, and, as the vessel was here 
six days longer, I had to pay a further sum of 18 dollars, total 91 dollars. 

I am glad to say that they all appeared extremely desirable immigrants 
for the colony, and went away highly contented. Your Lordship will see by 
the return inclosed, that two of them had been in servitude since 1826, two 
others since 1829, and the other two since 1833. 

These, with the numbers previously reported, make a total of 340 men, 
167 women, and 126 children. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 16. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, April 25, 1850. 

FOR the purpose of their removal from this island, I have directed to be placed at your disposal 
the emancipados Anacleto, No. 137, of the ‘ Campeador,” Onofre José de la Merced, No. 81, of the 
same, Sebastian (4) Ricardo, No. 20, of the “ Manuelita,” Secundino, No. 162, of the ‘* Voladora,” 
Manuel, No. 2, of the ‘ Josefa,” and Pablo, No. 179, of the ‘‘ Manuelita,” who have received their 
papers of freedom. In consequence of which I wait that you may make known to me the name 
of the vessel in which they are to be removed, for the purpose of issuing the necessary orders for their 
embarkation. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 
Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain-General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, April 26, 1850. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of yesterday’s date, informing 
me of 6 Africans of the class of emancipados to whom your Excellency has been pleased to give 
their papers of freedom ; and in accordance with your desire to that effect, request they may be scnt 
immediately on board the steam-ship ‘ Trent” for Jamaica, now in the harbour, which vessel will 
leave shortly after the arrival of the one from England, hourly expected. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 16. 


Rercrn of Emancipapos sent to Jamaica by the steam-ship “Trent,” May 2, 1850. 





Emancipados. Apparent Age.| Date of Introduction. | How Emancipated. 
MALES. _ 
Anacleto .. ye HG .-| 83 years September 1826 By the Mixed Court. 
Onofre José de la Merced ae September 1825 _ Ditto 
Sebastian (4) Ricardo .. He December 1835 ” Ditto 
Sccundino a ex Me , July 1829 ‘Ditto 
Manuel .. a ED ie April 1829 Ditto 
Pablo... es ae ae December 1833 Ditto 








No. 17. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 19.) 


My Lord, Havana, May 27, 1850. 

I REGRET to have to report that the Slave Trade scems to continue very 
actively prosecuted. A small schooner, I am credibly informed, sailed from 
this harbour, with a large amount of money in dollars, at the beginning of the 
month, to be engaged in it, but without any of the articles or equipments named 
in the Treaty of 1835, as rendering it liable to condemnation. I am informed, 
also, that a larger vessel is now fitting out here, respecting which I am waiting 
for further particulars, to enable me to make a denunciation to the Captain- 
General. 

A large landing of slaves, above 500, tuok place about a week since at 
Camarioca, between Matanzas and Cardenas, respecting which I propose to 
write to his Excellency this day. Another vessel, with 360, that was coming 
to the Isle of Pines, was fortunately captured by Her Majesty’s schooner 
“Bermuda,” and proving to be under Portuguese or Brazilian colours, was 
taken to Jamaica, as your Lordship will perhaps have heard already. 

I fear that the Trade may be expected to increase very considerably, as there 
has been very great mortality from cholera among the Negro population during 
the last two months. Iam glad to learn that the mortality is decreasing, but 
no accounts are allowed to be published, and it is as yet difficult to know what 
reliance should be placed on the reports circulating. I believe the deaths in 
this city and neighbourhood from it will be found to have amounted to about 
5000. At Matanzas, and some other places in the island, it is said the numbers 
have been, in proportion to the population, still greater. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 18. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Pulmerston.—(Received July 19.) 


My Lord, Havana, June 26, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel 
having sailed hence to be engaged in Slave Trade, since my last despatch on 
this subject. The schooner which I then mentioned as having sailed, returned 
a few days after to this harbour, in consequence of the crew having risen and 
refused to proceed. I understand that the enterprise has been given up for the 
present, on account of the difficulty of finding sailors to engage in that service. 
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Though the promises made are very speciously alluring, yet the men have found 
to their cost hitherto, that it is attended with risks of capture, and other evils, 
so great as to deter them from it. For the same reason the other brig, 
“« Josephine,” which I had denounced as fitting out for Africa, has also been 
prevented from going. 

There is a report of another cargo of slaves having been brought since the 
beginning of this month, but I cannot learn any particulars respecting it. If it 
be true, it must have come to some distant part of the island. I know that 
another was expected, associated with the one captured by Her Majesty’s 
schooner “ Bermuda.” 

-The vessel which I reported to your Lordship as having brought about 
600 slaves to the neighbourhood of Cardenas, on the 19-20th of May last, has 
been found abandoned on the coast, and taken possession of by the local 
authorities, as your Lordship will learn by the Consular correspondence. 

I fear we may expect a great impetus will be given to Slave Trade, by the 
rise in the price of slaves, consequent on the losses sustained on the estates by 
the cholera. I am told there are very many that have lost as much as one-fifth, 
and one-fourth of their number, by this disease. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 19. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 22.) 


My Lord, Havana, June 27, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I received yesterday at the Government 
House, as usual, 7 men and 1 woman of the Africans declared emancipated 
by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, and that I put them immediately on 
board the steam-ship “Avon,” then in the harbour, for Jamaica. This vessel 
sailed hence with them on board the same afternoon, and I am glad to say they 
appeared very desirable immigrants for the colony, and went away expressing 
themselves quite contented at the removal. Your Lordship will observe, by the 
return inclosed, that they had all been emancipated by the Mixed Court, one so 
far back as 1822; and the latest one in 1832: 

With the numbers previously reported, these make a total of 347 men, 168 
women, and 126 children. 

For the passage-money, 10 dollars per head; and for maintenance, calcu- 
lated for five days at half a dollar per day each, I have paid the sum of 100 
dollars: and this sum, with the payments made in April, with boat-hire, will 
amount to 193 dollars. For this sum I have accordingly to draw at the end 
of the quarter on the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

IT have, &e. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 19. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, June 25, 1850. 

UNDER this date I have directed to be placed at your disposal, for their removal from this 
island, the emancipados among others who have received their papers of freedom, those named 
Prospero, 184, of the brigantine “ Midas,” Dionisio, 80, of the “Gerges,” Pablo, 125, of the “Planeta,” 
Arcadio, 11, of the “Intrepido,” Andres, 3, of the “ Campeador,” Camilo, 121, of the “ Relampago,” 
Martina, 76, of the same vesscl, and the freeman Crecencio, No. 213, of the “ Aguila.” 

The which I inform you for the purpose expressed, waiting that you will pleaso to make known 
to me the name of the vessel and day they are to be embarked, for the purpose of issuing the 
necessary orders. 

God preserve you many years. 2 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE. ALCOY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 19. 
Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain- General. 


Most Excellent Sir, - Havana, June 25, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of this date, informing me. of 
your having placed 7 men and 1 woman at my disposal, of the Africans declared emancipated, for 
the purpose of their removal from this island; and in accordance with your desire to be informed 
of the vessel to take them, request your Excellency will please to order them to be sent early in 
the morning on board the steam-ship “‘ Avon,” when preparations will be made to receive them. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 19. 


Rervrn of Ea ancrpapos sent to Jamaica by the steam-ship “ Avon,” June 26, 1850. 





















Emancipados. Apparent Age.| Date of Introduction. | How Emancipated. 
MALES. 
Prospero .. we Ks ..| 81 years August 1829 By the Mixed Court. 
Dionisio .. an ay ae 47 4 July 1828 Ditto 
Pablo... a6 ae --| 28 4, April 1832 Ditto 
Arcadio .. os oe ae 44 ,, August 1828 Ditto 
Andres... are oe as 41, September 1826 Ditto 
Camilo .. Ae BS ee 35 45 December 1824 Ditto ' 
Crecencio .. au oe ae 26 y, June 1832 Ditto 
FEMALE. 
Martina .. ai oe --| 86 ,, December 1824 Ditto 





No. 20. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 19.) 


My Lord, Havana, July 1, 1850. 


IN obedience to the Act of Parliament 5 Geo. IV, c. 113, I have’ the 
honour to report that there was no case of any slave-vessel brought for adjudica- 
tion before the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, during the last six months. 

I regret also to have to add, that neither has any seizure been made by the 
local authorities, of any recently-introduced Africans during the same period, 
though so many have been brought; consequently, there have been none placed 
on board the hulk, formerly Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Romney,”’ in this port, allotted 
for that purpose. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 21. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 19.) 


My Lord, Havana, July 27, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
sailed hence to be engaged in Slave Trade, since my last month’s report on the 
state of the Trade. The vessels I then mentioned as fitting out, are still detained, 
from the difficulty of finding men to enter on such a service. The “ Brazil,” 
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which brought the 600 slaves to Cardenas in May, and was afterwards abandoned 
by the crew and seized by the local authorities, has, I understand, been given 
up to the persons claiming to be owners, who are said to be again preparing her 
for Slave Trade. 

I regret to have to state that another cargo of about 360 slaves was brought 
in a small schooner, at the beginning of the month, to Cardenas. Of this 
arrival, and the refitting out of the “ Brazil,” I have duly made a denunciation 
to the Captain-General, as reported in the Consular series of Slave Trade 
despatches. 

It is said that upwards of 6000 slaves are expected, as ordered to meet the 
losses caused by the cholera. 

, T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 22. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
September 19.) 


My Lord, Havana, July 29, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that on Saturday, the 27th instant, I 
received from the Captain-General of this island, 4 men and 2 women of the 
emancipated Africans allotted for removal to Jamaica, with 4 children of one 
of the latter. These persons I placed immediately on board the steam-ship - 
“Clyde,” then being ready to sail; which vessel accordingly sailed with them 
on board, the same afternoon. I am glad to say they all appeared healthy and 
desirable immigrants, and went away expressing themselves pleased at the 
removal, except the mother of the children, who were all girls, and mulattoes. 
She stated she had been living with a Spaniard, but that she had not seen him 
for three months, and did not know where he was. Under these circumstances, 
I could make no reference to him, and though she seemed somewhat downcast, 
all she said was, that she supposed she would be as well off in Jamaica as she 
had been here. The man I judged had deserted her, or he might have died in 
one of the cholera hospitals, as many hundreds have died, without any of their 
kindred knowing anything of their fate, having been attacked with the disease, 
and carried off in two or three hours. ‘The children looked cleaner than children 
are generally kept in this country among the lower orders, giving me a good 
opinion of the woman’s orderly habits. 

With the numbers previously reported, these make a total of 351 men, 170 
women, and 130 children, so removed. 

For the passage-money, 10 dollars for each adult, and less according to the 
ages of the children, with maintenance calculated at five days for them propor- 
tionately, I paid the sum of 844 dollars, to be drawn for, with boat-hire 1 dollar, 
at the end of the quarter. 

T have, &c. : 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 22. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, July 23, 1850. 

AMONG the emancipados who have received their respective papers of freedom, I have thought 
right to order to be placed at your disposal those named Romualdo, No. 29, of the ‘ Intrepido,” 
Cristoval, No. 142, of the ‘ Orestes,” Nicolas, No. 331, of the “ Portuguese,” Domingo, No. 64, of the 
“‘ Carlota,” Clotilde, No. 217, of the “ Planeta,” and Victoria (4) Guadalupe, No. 302, of the 
“ Joaquina,” with 4 children, for their removal from this island, and thereupon wait your inform- 
ing me of the vessel that is to take them, to give the necessary orders for that purpose. 


God preserve you many years, 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 22. 
Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain-General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, July 24, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to reccive your letter of the 23rd instant, giving me the list of 4 
men and 2 women, with 4 children of one of the latter, to whom your Excellency has been 
pleased to give their papers of freedom, with a view to their removal from this island; and in 
accordance with the request to that effect, I have to state that I propose to send them on board the 
English steamer from Jamaica, when it shall arrive, to be taken to that island on her return. 1 
therefore request your Excellency to give the usual orders for their embarkation. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 22. 


Return of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica in the steamer “ Clyde,” July 27, 1850. 























Names. Apparent Age.| When Introduced. |By whom Emancipated. 
MALES. 
1. Romualdo oe ..| 48 years 1828 By the Mixed Court. 
2. Cristoval <e 34 («sy 1826 Ditto r 
3. Nicolas a a bs[. 23. 5 1843 By General Valdes. - 
4. Domingo i 2 be 28 (Cy 1834 By the Mixed Court. 
FEMALES. 
5. Clotilde a an --| 83 y . 1832 Ditto 
6. Victoria (4) Guadalupe oe| 28 45 1833 Ditto 
Nore.—The last one had 4 children with her, all girls, aged 2, 4, 6, and 8 years. 
Havana, July 29, 1850. ; J. KENNEDY. 
No, 23. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
September 19.) 
My Lord, Havana, August 24, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
come to any part of this island with a cargo of slaves, since my last month’s 
despatch on the state of the Trade. “I regret, however, to say that the specula- 
tors seem very actively bent on its continuance, as I understand they have 
arranged for several vessels to be sent to the coast of Africa from Spain 
and elsewhere, to bring cargoes here; and two have sailed hence for the 
like purpose. One of these, which sailed on the 29th ultimo, was the 
Brazilian ship ‘“ Yentativa,’ and which arrived here last February from 
Brazil, with a cargo of jerked beef. But this cargo was so disproportionately 
small for her size, as to raise the belicf that she had also brought a small 
cargo of slaves, that was known to have been shortly before landed on the 
south of the island. She came consigned to M. Forcade, who has sent her 
out again now; but I am credibly assured that she goes first to Brazil, there 
to be fitted out for the coast of Africa, so as not to be at present amenable to 
detention. I have, however, addressed the Captain-General a letter on the 
subject. 

The other vesscl that has sailed is the now well-known slaver ‘ Brasil,” 
which brought the cargo of 600 negroes to the neighbourhood of Cardenas on 
the 19th of May, coming simultaneously with the invasion of Lopez. For that 
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cargo it is said that the Government took 3 doubloons, or about 101. per 
head, and that the Secretary to the Government exacted another doubloon. 
The whole cargo was of an inferior description, and sold for 19 doubloons per 
head only; so that, deducting the exactions, the importers only obtained 15 
doubloons, or 250 dollars, say 501. each round. There are no buyers at present, 
on account of the cholera, to which newly-introduced Africans are considered 
particularly liable, from former experience of it. When the cholera ceases, we 
nay expect a very great demand, as it is calculated that about 30,000 negroes 
have already died of it in this northern part of the island, and it is extending 
into other parts. Of whites, it is supposed that scarcely one-fifth in proportion 
have been carried off, and of these nearly 1000 among the troops. 

Before this visitation of cholera, it was fully understood here, that the 
Spanish Government had written to their Minister at Brazil, to facilitate the, 
sending thence of all negroes that were available, on account of the alarming 
decrease going on here in the slave population, but so as not to excite the “ sus- 
ceptibility” of the British Government. This plan has been much acted upon 
lately, and will thus probably be still more practised. 

The “ Brazil” sailed under the same master, Eugenio Vignier, who brought 
here her last cargo. He is said to have his vessel well armed, so that he beat 
off the boats of an English cruizer on the last voyage, as he had done once or 
twice before, with loss to the crews of the boats. Should he fall into the power 
of the Mixed Commission or Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, I trust they will 
have become aware of the circumstances, so as to be able to inquire into them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





- No. 24. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 21.) 


My Lord, Havana, September 21, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
arrived here from the coast of Africa, since my last month’s despatch on the 
state of Slave Trade. There are rumours of several having arrived during the 
last few months, of which I can learn no details, though I do not for that wish 
to dispute the fact as probably true. There is so great a demand arising for 
slaves, on account of the losses occasioned by the cholera, that I have no doubt 
it would be easy to find purchasers for many cargoes privately, without their 
being brought into the market, and so becoming publicly known. 

One vessel has sailed, the ‘“‘ Semproniana,”’ the particulars of which I have 
detailed in the despatch of the Consular Series reporting the correspondence 
thereon; and another is fitting out, the “Juanito,” as I have also there 
mentioned. 

It is reported that there are a great number sent, or preparing to be sent, 
but it is evidently the policy of this Government now to appear to discounte- 
nance it, so far as not to allow them to be fitted out at this place, where they 
would be under our observation, though they are as evidently determined to 
give the Trade as much secret assistance as they can elsewhere. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 25. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 28.) 


My Lord, Havana, September 23, 1850. 

_ I HAVE the honour to report that I received yesterday at the Government 
House, as usual, 11 men of the Africans declared emancipated by the Mixed 
Court of Justice at this place, and 1 woman who had been emancipated by 
General O’Donnell of the number seized at Trinidad in October 1847. These 
persons I placed immediately on board the contract mail steam-ship ‘‘ Conway,” 
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then prepared to go to Jamaica, which vessel sailed with them on board early 
this morning. The woman had a son about a month old, and had not acquired 
- any knowledge of Spanish, appearing in fact yet a Bozal, though several of 
those who went with her spoke her language. All the men appeared well able 
to earn their livelihood, though one was lame of one hand, and another in one 
foot. They all appeared rejoiced to be removed, except one man, Tomas (4) 
Felipe, who had, it seems, under his master, got into a way of earning money, 
of which he had actually 24 doubloons, or about 80/. in his possession, 
and which he declared he had gained by his labour as a tobacco manufacturer. 
This money I delivered to the captain of the ‘ Conway,” taking his receipt for 
the same, to be returned to the man at Jamaica, as your Loidship had approved 
of my taking that course in a former instance, in the despatch dated the 31st 
December, 1848. As this man was in a prospering condition, it was natural he 
should wish to remain here, and had petitioned the Captain-General to be so 
allowed, but his Excellency refused. It appears the Spaniards are jealous of 
Africans attaining to a condition above the lowest. One of the other men who 
appeared more intelligent than the generality of his countrymen, and who stated 
he could read and write a little, told me that he had heard from three of his 
fellow emancipados who had been sent to Jamaica, expressing their satisfaction 
at having been removed, and advising all to go there who could. 

For the passage-money of these twelve adults, 1 paid 120 dollars as deck 
passengers, and a further sum of 30 for their maintenance on board, computed. 
for five days, which sums, with boat-hire, added to the sums paid for the like 
purposes previously, make a total of 237 dollars, for which I have to draw on 
the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury at the end of the quarter. 

The total number of individuals thus sent to Jamaica will therefore now 
be 362 men, 171 women, and 131 children. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, September 20, 1850. 


I HAVE ordered under this date, that of the emancipados who have received their papers of 
freedom, the following should remain at your disposal, to be removed from the island :—Bernabé, 
No. 185, of the brig “‘ Campeador,” Gil, 200, of the “‘ Xerzes,” Pedro, 97, of the same, Rafael, 313, 
of the same, Ricardo, 134, of the ‘* Mejico,” Plutarco, 158, of the ‘* Voladora,” Pedro Nolasco, 27, of 
the “ Firmé,” Ciriaco, 144, of the “ Voladora,” Wenceslao, 296, of the “ Xerzes,” Leon, 155, of the 
“ Carlota,” Benigna (4) Maria dela Cruz, No. 121, of those from Trinidad, with a son, and Tomas (4) 
Felipe, No. 334, of the schooner “ Judita,” who will take with him twenty: four ounces of gold belong- 
ing to him, which will be delivered to him in the office of the Secretary to this Government, when 
he goes to be embarked in the vessel, on the day you inform me, of to give the orders to that effect. 


God preserve you many years. 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 


Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain. General, 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, September 21, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of this datc, giving the names of 
11 men and 1 woman, with her child, of the class of emancipated Africans, to whom your 
Excellency has been pleased to give their papers of freedom, with a view to their removal from the 
island; and I have to request that they be ready as usual at the Government House, on Sunday 
the 22nd instant at 12 o'clock, when I will accompany them on board the steam-ship “Conway,” 
to arrange for their departure. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) ” J, KENNEDY. 


nel 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 25. 


Rerurn of Emancrpapos sent by the “Conway,” September 23, 1850. 





Names. Apparent Age.| When Introduced. |By whom Emancipated. 
MALES, 
1, Bernabé te oe oe About 44 In 1826 By the Mixed Court. 
2, Gil .. Br aes as 33 » 1828 The same 
3. Pedro a ae oy 48 »» 1828 The same 
4. Rafael (4) Norberto... “e 45 »» 1885 The same 
5. Ricardo as oo oe 56 » 1826 The same 
6. Plutarco .. o o. 34 » 1829 The same 
7. Pedro Nolasco ae sie 42 » 1828 The same 
8. Ciriaco ee ne ore 40 » 1829 The same 
9. Wenceslao .. Ar ix: 45 » 3828 The same 
10. Leon .. ais, we an 42 » 1834 ‘The same 
11, Tomas (a) Felipe .. aD 38 » 1835 The same 
FEMALE. 
12, Benigna (4) Maria de la Cruz, » 16 | Of those captured at| Under General 
with a son the child a month ee in October O'Donnell. 





No. 26. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1850. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your confidential information, a copy 
of a note which by my direction was addressed on the 6th instant by Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Madrid to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
proposing to Spain a draft of Convention, a copy of which I also forward to 
you, for conferring on the Mixed Court of Justice, of which you are a member, 
power to declare the freedom of negroes who may be proved to have been 
imported into Cuba after the 30th of October, 1820. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 
Lord Howden to the Marquis de Pidal, October 6, 1850. 


See Class B, Inclosure in No. 454. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 
Draft of Convention, 
See Class B, Inclosure in No. 452. 


eS 


22 HAVANA. 


No. 27. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Receiyed November 20.) 


My Lord, Havana, October 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
come to any part of this island with slaves, nor of any having sailed hence to 
be engaged in Slave Trade, since my last month’s despatch of the 21st September 
on this subject. The ‘‘ Semproniana,”’ which I then reported as having sailed, 
has returned to this port from Gibara, a small place on this side of the island, 
where the parties on board said they were going, when detained ‘by the-captain 
of the port, for taking in men and equipments outside the harbour. I am told 
by a person who had sold a chronometer to the intended captain for the coast of 
Africa, that on the vessel’s being brought back here, there was a sort of scramble 
for the effects on board, and a sum of several thousand dollars, which was there 
in charge of the captain, disappeared, he denying all knowledge of it. Several 
of the men also, who had received advances of .money, refused to. proceed, and 
the parties who had fitted out the vessel altogether lost so much by the detention, 
as to make them give up the expedition. She had beer a long time fitting, 
having had great difficulty in finding men to go in her. The other vessel which 
I reported as intended for the Trade is still here, without any preparations 
apparently for fitting out. « j ee as : 

In consequence of the great losses by the cholera, which is said to have 
carried off gencrally the best negroes on the estates, and not less than 30,000 
on a moderate computation, there is a very great demand for slaves. The 
planters have been besctting the dealers as a favour to give them preferences in 
case of any cargoes arriving, but the requests cannot be granted. There have 
been three vessels expected some time, which the owners fear have been taken. 
They are anxiously looking out for them yet, as an old slave-dealer, not now in 
the Trade, but a landed proprietor, told me directly, that arrangements had been 
made for them with this Captain-General, and they did not know how the new 
one expected (Concha) would act with them. He added, “ but what is the 
use of any one’s incurring the risks of an adventure, when the Captain-General 
takes away the profits!” This would show that the profits cannot be so great 
as has been said, when an imposition of 10/. per head for the Captain-General’s 
benefit is a check on the importation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 28. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.— (Received December 23.) 


My Lord, Havana, October 24, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that by the steam-ship ‘ Conway,” which 
sailed hence this morning, I forwarded to Jamaica 2 men and 4 women of the 
class of emancipated Africans, whom the Captain-General had assigned for that 
purpose, according to the communication sent me, as incloscd. One of the 
women had a daughter, fourteen years of age, on which account I had to pay 
passage-moncy and victualling as for seven adults, the sum of 873 dollars. ‘They 
all expressed themselves contented, and, with the exception of one woman, 
seemed in good health. 

These, with the numbers previously reported, make a total of 364 men, 175 
women, and 132 children, removed to Jamaica. I inclose as usual the list of 
particulars respecting them directed by your Lordship. 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 28. 
The Captain-General to Acting Consul-General Kennedy. 


Sir, Havana, October 22, 1850. 
HAVING ordered their papers of freedom to be delivercd to various emancipados, I have 
directed also that of these shall remain placed at your disposal the following :—Victor, No. 148, 
of the brigantine “ irmé,” Cosmo, No. 304, of the same, Genevieve, 51, of the schooner “ Carlota,” 
Agueda, 53, of the schooner “ Santiago,” Cayetana, 167, of the “ Fmilio,” and Cleta, No. 114, 
of the “ Intrepido,” with her daughter called Catalina, for the purpose of their being removed from 
the island. I state this accordingly to you for your information, and with the view of your making 
known to me the vessel in which they are to be embarked, to give the proper orders to that effect. 
God preserve you many years. 
(Signed) EL CONDE DE ALCOY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 28. 


Acting Consul-General Kennedy to the Captain- General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, October 22, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your note of this date, giving me the names of 2 men and 
4 women, with a child of one of the latter, emancipated Africans, whom your Excellency has 
ordered to be left at the place of deposit at my disposal, to be removed from the island. And in 
accordance therewith I request they may be sent as usual to-morrow, the 23rd instant, at 12 o'clock, 
when I will arrange for their removal to Jamaica in the steam-ship “Conway,” which is to sail early 
the following morning. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 28. 


List of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica in the steam-ship “‘ Conway,” October 24, 1850. 











Names, Apparent Age. | When Introduced. How Emancipated. 
MALES. 
1. Victor .. a Md -.| About 33 In 1828 By the Mixed Court. 
2. Cosmo .. ae ee = oe 42 » 1828 The same 
FEMALES, 

- Genevieve... a ae » «34 » 1833 By General Valdes of a 
case that had been 
before the Court, 

y Agueda ar w8 es » 88 » 1830 By the Mixed Court. 

5. Cayetana Z3 “8 es » 50 » 1830 The same 
6. Cleta, with a daughter aged 14| 3. 82 9» 1828 The same 














Notr.—No. 3 had been one of those brought in the “Carlota,” which vessel was condemned in 
the Mixed Court in 1833; but the Africans had in part been landed, and were afterwards seized 
under General Tacon, and kept as Government slaves until the time of General Valdes, who in 
1842 declared them emancipados, as their papers of freedom declare. 


Havana, October 24, 1850. J. KENNEDY. 
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No. 29. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 23.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 13, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that on the 10th instant arrived here his 
Excellency the General Don José de la Concha, whom Her Catholic Majesty had 
appointed Captain-General of this island in the room of General Roncali, Conde 
de Alcoy. On the 11th General Concha assumed the command, and having 
notified the act to the Mixed Court, I and the Spanish Judge and Secretary 
waited on him this morning, when his Excellency declared himself determined 
to enforce the stipulations of the Treaty, and to act in all respects with perfect 
impartiality and justice. 

The removal of General Roncali seems to be received with much regret by 
all classes, and by the Creoles especially, for whom he has certainly shown much 
consideration. His great urbanity and manifest anxiety for justice in all cases 
will be long remembered in this important colony, and the moderation he has 
shown in the exercise of his power deserves to be particularly acknowledged. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 30. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.— (Received December 28.) 


My Lord, Havana, November 22, 1850. 


J HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
sailed hence suspected of being intended for Slave Trade since my last month’s 
report on this subject; the two vessels I then referred to as fitting out, the 
“ Semproniana”’ and the “ Juanito,” still remaining in the harbour. ‘The latter, 
however, is now said to be intended for Brazil. 

I regret to have to state that in the course of last month a cargo of about 
400 slaves was said to have been brought to Sagua, about 300 miles distant, 
respecting which I could learn no such further particulars as to enable me to 
make a satisfactory statement in denunciation of it. Another cargo of about 
160 has been brought the beginning of this month to Santiago de Cuba, of 
which I understand Her Majesty’s Consul in that city has duly made a report. 
Of the cargoes expected from Brazil, I learn that information has been received 
of the capture of one of them. as : 

The price of slaves continues very high: good ones, however, may be 
bought at 500 dollars each, or 1001. ready payment. But this is what few 
planters are able to meet, though as for acclimated labourers it is not much 
more than former prices of newly-introduced Africans, paid for in bills at six 
or eight months. i 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
No. 31. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 23, 
1851.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 21, 1850. 


ON the 6th instant an announcement appeared in the official paper of the 
Government in this city, the ‘ Gaceta de la Habana,” that the ‘ Captain- 
General proposed to name a Commission, composed of persons of character and 
of eminent public spirit, to have charge of the Department of Emancipados, with 
strict subjection to existing Treaties, and for the ulterior benefit of the individuals 
themselves.” It was the next day stated that this Commission was to be com- 
posed of the Conde de Cafiongo, and three other wealthy persons in this city, 
named Roca, Urzainqui, and Aguirre. Of these the chief, the Conde de 
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Cafiongo, is a person certainly of the highest character, but of very easy 
disposition. Roca is the nephew of Don Joaquin Gomez, who may be 
termed the head of the Slave-Trading interest here, and is connected with 
him in business. Urzainqui is an intimate friend of Don Joaquin’s. Aguirre 
has been largely engaged in Slave Trade, and gained the bulk of his wealth 
in it. 

Under these circumstances I thought it my duty to ask Mr. Consul-General 
Crawford, on the 9th instant, to write to the Captain-General, and inquire the 
object of this Commission, giving him a draft of a letter, such as I wished him 
to send, and of which I inclose a copy. 

A few days afterwards Mr. Crawford showed me a copy of one he had sent, 
to the same effect, on the 10th, but to which he informs me he has not yet 
received any answer. 

I am sorry to judge, from the composition of this Commission, that the 
Captain-General has in his councils persons connected with the Slave-Trading 
interest. He has also chosen as Chief Secretary to the Government the 
Brigadier Salas, who was President of the Military Commission in the time of 
General O’Donnell, under which full 3000 coloured persons sunk by executions 
and tortures upon the assumption of a conspiracy having existed, of which no 
proofs whatever were found. 

The present Commission, I understand, is formed for the purpose of getting 
back the emancipados who had been alienated for private advantage under 
Generals O’Donneil and Roncali, and who are now to be held for the advantage 
of the Government. Of these emancipados there are, I calculate, about 1000 
seized by the local authorities, and perhaps about 200 left of those taken by 
British cruizers and declared emancipated by the Mixed Court. Of these, how- 
ever, I cannot form an exact estimate, as I do not know how many have been 
made free with permission to remain in the island. This information your 
Lordship will remember was refused by both Generals O’Donnell and Roncali. 
Some returns were formerly given: to your Lordship by the Spanish Minister, 
the which, if completed to the present time, might enable us to form a proximate 
estimate. “The most satisfactory course would be to have the whole lists sub- 
mitted to the Court, that each individual might be accounted for, and immediate 
freedom given to such as are yet held in bondage. 

‘ ; ; I have, &c. : 


(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure in No. 31. 


Proposed Letter from Consul-General Crawford to the Captain- General. 


Most Excellent Sir, ‘ Havana, December 1850. 


WITH reference to the announcement in the “Gaceta” last Friday, of the appointment of a 
Commission respecting the emancipados in the hands of this Government, I am requested by Mr. 
Kennedy, Her Britannic Majesty’s Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice, to inquire of your Excel- 
lency whether this Commission is intended to be confined to the Africans seized at different times 
by the authorities of the island, or extends to the class captured by British cruizers, and declared 
emancipated by the Mixed Court ? 

With regard to the latter class, Mr. Kennedy wishes to have it brought to your Excellency’s 
notice, that General Valdes promised, when Captain-General, that no further assignments of them 
should be made, but that they should all be freed from servitude at the expiration of the periods 
for which they had been respectively assigned. In conformity with this he gave their liberty to 
about 1500 of this class, and if he had continued in the command, the whole would have been 
made free five years since. Generals O'Donnell and Roncali, however, pursued a different course, 
and many of these unfortunate people were again unjustly assigned to servitude, though a great 
number have been given up for removal to Jamaica, and some of whose numbers we have no informa- 
tion have been allowed to remain free in this island. 

Should the Commission now appointed be intended to have any supervisal over this latter class, 
Mr. Kennedy wishes to submit the propriety of reversing the intention, calling on your Excellency's 
sense of justice to fulfil the promise given by General Valdes, and give all the remainder of the 
emancipados their immediate liberty. 

In case your Excellency shone: agree with Generals O'Donnell and Roncali, in not wishing to 
have this class of persons free in Cuba, then Mr. Kennedy asks to have them assigned to him without 
further delay, for removal to Jamaica. 

: I have, &c. 


en TN SD SE SS 
Crass A. E 
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No. 32. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 23, 
1851.) 


My Lord, Havana, December 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
come with slaves to any part of this island, since my last month’s despatch on 
Slave Trade, though it is said that a number of apparently recently introduced 
Africans have been seen at M. Forcade’s house, leading to a surmise that some 
recent landing had taken place. Neither have I information on which I can 
rely, of any vessel having sailed hence since, to be engaged in the Trade. I was 
positively informed that one vessel, the ‘‘ Cuatro Nijas,” which sailed at the 
beginning of the month for Porto Rico, was to be so engaged; but the merchant 
(Bolivar) who dispatched her was never suspected of being engaged in the Trade, 
and I therefore doubted the correctness of the statement, though it was made 
by one who had always before given me true information. 

In my despatch of the 24th August last, I informed your Lordship of the 
sailing hence of two vessels to be engaged in the Trade, one of which, the ‘“ Ten 
tativa,” has, I learn, been detained at Cape Verde. The other one, the “Brazil,” 
has been expected back some time, and has perhaps come to some distant part 
of the island, or the Isle of Pines. The demand for slaves is very great, and 
must continue so, as there are still cases of cholera constantly occurring, and 
the numbers are so decreasing, 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 33. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 23, 
1851.) 
My Lord, Havana, December 24, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
dated the 28th October last, transmitting me a copy of a note addressed by your 
Lordship’s direction to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs at Madrid, 
proposing a draft of Convention for conferring on the Mixed Court of Justice 
the power to declare the freedom of negroes who may be proved to have been 
imported into Ouba since the 30th October, 1820. 

As the steam-packet sails on her return early in the morning, I will avail 
myself of another opportunity to submit to your Lordship such considerations 
on this subject as, in my humble judgment, the question may require. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





No. 34. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 28, 
1851.) 


My Lord, Havana, December 25, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I received at the Government House 
this morning, in the usual way, 3 men and 1 woman of the Africans declared 
emancipated by the Mixed Court of Justice at this place, and that I put them 
at the same time on board the steam-ship “Conway,” then on the point of 
sailing for Jamaica, which vessel accordingly started hence on her way at noon. 

These, with the numbers previously reported, make a total of 367 men, 
176 women, and 132 children, so removed to Jamaica. I am glad to add, that 
they all appeared strong and in good health, and expressed themselves con- 
tented to be so removed, having neither husbands nor wives left behind. I 
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inclose a copy of Mr. Consul-General Crawford's letter respecting them, and 
the return of particulars directed by your Lordship. 

For the passage-money, ten dollars per head, and victualling, half a dollar 
per day for five days, I paid the sum of 50 dollars, for which, with the sum paid 
for the like purpose in October, and boat-hire, I have to draw on the 3lst 
instant, as I shall then have to report further. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 34. 
Consul-Generad Crawford to Her Mayjesty’s Commissary Judge. 


Sir, Havana, December 21, 1850. 


HIS Excellency the Captain-General has placed Sisto, No. 227, of the schooner “Julita,” 
Andres, No. 170, brig “ Firmé,” José (4) Carlos, 136, “ Ninja,” Mauricia, 243 “ Voladora,” at our 
disposal to be sent out of the island. 

I have acknowledged the receipt of his Excellency’s letter, and have informed him that 
they will be embarked by the “ Conway,” expected to sail from this port on the 24th instant. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 3 


4 





Inclosure 2 in No. 34. 


Rarvan of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica by the steam-ship ‘“‘ Conway,” December 25, 1850. 








Names. By whom Emancipated. 
MALES. 
1. Sisto By the Mixed Court, 
2. Andres By the same 
- José (4) Carlos By the same 
FEMALE, 
. Mauricia By the same 
Havana, December 25, 1850. J. KENNEDY. 





No. 35. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judye to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 26.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 1, 1851. 

IN obedience to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 112, I have it my duty to report 
that there was no case of any slave-vessel brought for adjudication before the 
Mixed Court at this place, during the last six months. 

I regret to have to add, that neither was any seizure made by the local 
authorities of recently-introduced Africans during the same period, so that none 
have been placed on board the hulk, formerly Her Majesty’s ship “ Romney,” 
in this harbour allotted for that purpose. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY, 


SESS 
E2 
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No. 36. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Recetved February 26.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 1, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose my annual return of the emancipated 
Africans removed hence to Jamaica during the past year, from which your 
Lordship will perceive that I have sent 48 men, 13 women, and 9 children, total 
70, which numbers, with those previously reported, make the totals, 367 men, 
176 women, and 182 children; gross total, 675. 

In the year 1849 were sent in like manner, 53 men, 11 women, and 8 
children, total 72. In 1848 were sent, 27 men, 11 women, and 3 children, 
total 41; and in 1847 were sent, 46 men, 27 women, and 8 children, total 81. 

Of the 61 adults sent during the past year, 59 had been declared eman- 
cipated by the Mixed Court, one by General Valdes, and one by General 
O’Donnell. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure in No. 36. 


Return of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica in 1850. 



















Expenses, as per Bills. 








£e 4 
February 3 


March 4 .. Drawn March 31.. 55 11 93 
March 29.. 
April 27 .. 
June 26 .. 
July 27 .. 
September 22 


Bill, September 30 47 13 2 


October 24 
Bill, December 31 28 16 6 


} June 30- ..: 39 6 9 


December 25 


£171 8 24 





No. 37. 
Her Muajesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received February 26.) 


My Lord, : Havana, January 1, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordship my annual report on the 
Slave Trade of this island for the past year, inclosing the usual returns of vessels 
reported to have arrived with slaves during the year, and of those dispatched in 
it and in the year preceding, suspected of being intended for Slave Trade. 

This is the fourteenth time I have had this duty devolving on me, the 
which I have found every year more difficult, as every year the Trade has 
assumed a more clandestine character ; when as even ten years since, previous 
to the governorship of General Valdes, the slave-vessels were sent hence or 
returned with scarcely an attempt at concealment, under the direct permission of 
the authorities, their names and proceedings were sufficiently ascertainable to 
enable us to give what we might consider trustworthy accounts respecting them. 
But since General Valdes broke up that system of connivance, the vessels have 
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been sent generally from other places or the smaller ports of the island, under 
different names, and with falsely-declared destinations, so systematically as to 
make it almost impossible to give any report whatever of departures, while of 
the arrivals also there is so much more attempt at concealment as to render 
very difficult any approximation to accuracy in the reports that are received. 
The only hope I entertain of approximate correctness is with regard to the 
number of slaves actually introduced, which being first gathered from public 
rumours may be checked by other considerations, showing their credibility from 
other results. From these then I form a conclusion that, whereas in 1849 there 
arrived about 20 vessels, with, as reported, 6,575 slaves ; in the year 1850 there 
reached the island at least 7 vessels with about 2,325 slaves. Adding one-third 
to this number as for those of which no accounts reached this place, according 
to my former computations, the which I think may now be more justly allowed 
than before, I conclude that not more than 3,100 have been brought during the 
year. One or two lots, not exceeding 100 altogether, have been brought from 
Porto Rico, who I understand were not actually Bozales, though as appearing 
to resume a practice to which recourse was formerly had for direct slave-trading, 
it may require renewed attention to prevent the recurrence of such evils. A 
great proportion of the slaves brought have, I believe, come intermediately from 
Brazil ; and thus it is said that M. Forcade has been able to repair the losses he 
had formerly suffered on the vessels sent to the coast of Africa. I have not 
heard of any other labourers having been brought;from Yucatan or elsewhere ; 
so that altogether it appears the addition to the labouring population has been 
only about one-third of what I estimated it at for the year preceding. 

To account for this diminution I cannot help believing the principal cause 
must be the captures on the coast of Africa and elsewhere, of which we have 
reports of many, though as the vessels now in the Trade do not generally belong 
to this port, the circumstances are less attended to. The demand for slaves 
continues as great as ever, or more, and would be still greater, only that the causes 
of demand form of themselves a drawback to prevent a supply. The first is the 
cholera, which prevailing during the year, the planters, though they saw their 
numbers decreasing, were afraid to buy other slaves, who, as recently introduced, 
might be apprehended from former experience more subject to the disease. Thus 
the cargoes brought last spring did not obtain such good prices during the fear 
entertained of that malady, and the importers, therefore, suffered great losses in 
consequence. One large landed proprietor, named Pedroso, bought a lot of 
120 Lucumis of the finest class for about fifty pounds a-head only, whom he 
could now easily resell at double the purchase-money. Again, the planters 
having to buy, not in the usual course of their business, but often to supply great 
losses, were not in a condition to make cash payments or give such security as 
the importers required, and thus those who had the means of ready payment 
obtained them at prices which the dealers would not have accepted but for the 
fear of no payment at all on the risk of bills at long dates. Next, the expecta- 
tion of profits from having the English market opened to the sugars of Cuba, 
have not been realized, and the present prices do not seem to offer much induce- 
ment for extended cultivation. 

In 1849 the exports of sugar from Havana and Matanzas amounted 
to 850,348 boxes, of which five equal a ton, and of these as many as 63,242 
boxes were sent to England. But in 1850, when the exports were 1,043,534 
boxes, or nearly one-fifth more, the exports to England fell to 28,207 
boxes, or less than one-half. Of coffee there were 3,481 quintals exported to 
England in 1849, but in the last year only 3 quintals. For the latter article 
there had been a greater demand latterly, and the preceding season gave a good 
crop, so that in 1849 the exports amounted to 142,974 quintals, but in 1850 
they have fallen to their former average, or 41,355 quintals. The cultivation, 
therefore, of coffee may still be considered as almost abandoned, and that of 
sugar as not presenting the appearance of much increase, though, as the fields of 
new cane planted a few years since are now come to full growth, the proceeds 
may be greater. 

Thus it is said that the exports of this year may exceed those of the last 
by about 200,000 boxes. Still I learn that several old estates have been given 
up, and their labourers transferred to others ; while some are left without suffi- 
cient hands to work them. Within the last month an estate has been advertised 
for sale, presenting great capabilities in every respect for soil, and vicinity to 
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the sea for conveyance, but which the owner was obliged to give up, as unable 
to bear the expenses of hired labourers, being unable to procure others. 

I judge from these considerations, that as slaves may be so much required, 
the Trade may be still prosecuted with activity, as soon as circumstances allow 
the speculators to see how they may proceed. 

Though the English market does not appear so profitable as was expected, 
that of the United States, especially when the season in Louisiana has been 
bad, as it is about every third year, from frost, will give sufficient demand. Thus 
in 1849, the exports to the United States amounted to 112,156 boxes; but in 
1850, they have been 251,281 boxes, or more than double. 

This winter has been very severe already in the States; and we learn that 
the sugar crop was almost destroyed by frost, so that the demand will continue 

reat. 
- If this island were annexed to the States, the sugar would be admitted free 
of duty, and thus an immense boon would accrue to the planters, whose interests, 
therefore, would be benefited by that measure. 

Having no doubt but that the Slave Trade will be continued if offering any 
chance of profit, I venture to submit to your Lordship the opinions I have 
formed as to the best mode of suppression, which the experience of a long 
residence enables me to hope may be thought deserving of adoption. 

First. As regards the means on the coast of Africa, beyond the present 
_ active system of cruizing, I would humbly suggest the advisability of appor- 
tioning a severe punishment on persons who have been found repeated offenders, 
and especially that those ahoula be determinedly pursued and punished who 
have offered resistance, and so killed or wounded any of Her Majesty’s subjects 
in the fulfilment of their duties. The cases I refer to have been so numerous, 
that I believe they would appear even startling if collected together with the 
results. Such offenders as Eugenio Vignier, master of the “ Brazil,” who has 
his vessel well armed, and boasts of having three times beaten off British 
attempts to capture him, with more or less loss of life, should be followed and 
punished ; and such summary punishment could not fail to operate beneficially 
on others inclined to follow the example. If allowed to pursue such courses 
with impunity, and if others in the Trade, when captured, are to be treated with 
such lenity as at present, I submit that they will not be deterred so effectually, 
as they would be by the fear of certain punishment. 

Secondly. I would suggest that the proposition should be renewed, which 
your Lordship made so far back as 1838 (see Slave Trade Papers for 1838, 
Class B, pp. 86—100), to give the Mixed Court additional powers to summon 
before it all persons engaged or interested in any vessel suspected of being 
intended for Slave Trade, or that is reported to have arrived with slaves. By 
these means, not only the facts in most cases might be clearly established, but 
eee collusive proceedings of the local authorities would be done away 
with. 

In the last spring, the “Brazil” having arrived at Cardenas with 600 
slaves, simultaneously with the invasion of Lopez, public attention was more 
particularly called to the circumstances, and the parties abandoned the vessel, 
which was found run on shore a few leagues down the coast. But the local 
authorities, who got her off, reported that they found on board no indications of 
illicit traffic, so that she was given up to the claimants, the owner being M. 
Forcade, and in August she was dispatched again to the Coast. 

I feel assured that no opposition on the part of the community generally 
would be felt in this place to the exercise of such a power by the Mixed Court, 
if conducted discreetly. The people are far from being in favour of Slave 
Trade, though every one almost would be glad to buy slaves for his own advan- 
tage. The importer would find no favour in public opinion ; and I believe rather 
the contrary, so that if the Court had the power, I have no doubt of its being 
able to carry it into full effect. 

Third. As the trade has been driven in a great measure from Havana to 
the outports, I have found it latterly very difficult to obtain information on 
which to rely respecting arrivals. Of these often no doubts existed; but parti- 
culars were necessary for denunciation to call on an unwilling Government to 
proceed against the parties. When the Government saw we knew nothing 
certain of the matter they boldly denied the facts altogether, and I believe the 
ae partially made were only in cases that were too publicly known to be 

enied. 
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To obtain this information, then, it appears to me advisable that Consular 
Agents be appointed at the principal places of the island, not for the purpose of 
intervening with the Government, but for the purpose of giving such information 
to the Judge of the Mixed Court, as would enable him to summon before the 
Court all parties engaged in slave-trading expeditions. The very liability to this 
could not fail to have a beneficial effect, inasmuch as from the publicity thence 
arising, and the loss of time to the parties, they would, in some cases, be deterred 
from entering on their projects, in others they might be defeated, and in some 
even punished. 

My later annual reports have been translated into Spanish for this Govern- 
ment, and have been extensively made known. But they knew well that the 
statements repeated were substantially correct, and I trust the expositions will 
operate favourably in, compelling the authorities to discontinue their connivances 
and participations, without which the Trade could not be effectually carried on. 
Publicity given in England to such conduct reflects even on this community, 
and the more that can be obtained the more successfully I believe the Trade may 


be combated. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 37. 


Vessels reported sent from the Havana in 1849, to be engaged in Slave Trade. 


THREE were reported to have sailed for the coast of Africa in the first half of the year, from 
the neighbouring outports, of which no particulars reached us. 

June-—Sailed from this port the Spanish brig “ Amable Malagueno,” for the coast of Africa. 

October.—Spanish polacca “ Mercedita,” dispatched ostensibly for San Tomas. Spanish brig 
“ Joven Nonito,” dispatched ostensibly for Aguadilla in Porto Rico. Both sailed the 1Jth in 
ballast. ; 
November—Spanish brig “ Napoleon.” Spanish brig “ Barcelo,” for Cape Verd Islands, said 
to have gone for salt. 

December.—Spanish brig “‘ Rayo,” returned with a cargo. Spanish polacca “ Atrevida,” cleared 
ostensibly for San Tomas. Spanish brig “‘ Salvadora,” ostensibly cleared for Santiago de Cuba. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 37. 
Vessels sailed i 1850, reported for Slave Trade. 


IN the beginning of the year it was said that fourteen vessels had sailed from different places, in 
Spain and elsewhere, to the coast of Africa, for slaves, to be brought to Cuba, but none were reported 
directly from Havana or the neighbourhood. 

In August, the brig “ Brazil,” from Cardenas, and the Brazilian ship “ Tenéativa,” from Havana, 
sailed. The latter we have heard has been captured at Cape Verde. 

The Spanish schooner ‘‘ Rayo” sailed hence m May, but was brought back shortly after, the 
crew refusing to proceed. 

The * Semproniana” sailed m September, but was brought back by the captain of the port, on 
seeing her on the coast near the harbour, taking in men and munitions, so that the expedition was 
frustrated. 

Two vessels, the “ Juanito” and the “ Josephine,” have been some time engaged to sail, but have 
been unable to obtain hands. The former is yet spoken of, but.the project of the latter is said to 
have been abandoned. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 37. 
Vessels reported to have arrived in 1850, with Slaves, to the Havana. 


DURING the first four months of this year, there were several arrivals, of which no further 
particulars reached us than that there were three which brought about 800 slaves to the south side of 
the island. One of these was supposed to be the Spanish brig “ Rayo,” and another the Brazilian 
ship “ Tentativa.” A large importation was had from Brazil, respecting the proceeds of which it is 
said that there were some ‘differences between the owner, Sefior Fonseca, of Brazil, and the consignee 
here, M. Foreade. 

May.—A cargo of 600 slaves brought to Cardenas, in the brig “ Brazil,” formerly under the 
American flag. The companion vessel, “ Clementina,” with 360 slaves on board, was captured off 
the Isle of Pines by Her Majesty's sloop “‘ Bermuda,” and sent to Jamaica. 

July —A schooner reported to have brought 360 to the neighbourhood of Cardenas. 

October.—A. cargo of about 400 was said to have been brought to Sagua. Another cargo of 
167 brought the same month to Santiago de Cuba, was the subject of correspondence with the 
Government. 
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No. 38. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 26.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 8, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of a correspondence received this 
day from Mr. Consul-General Crawford, with the Captain-General, arising from 
the request I had made, as detailed in my despatch dated the 2Ist of 
December last. 

Mr. Crawford did not write in the terms I had suggested, and I conclude 
that in translating from one language to another he was misunderstood by the 
interpreter, who gave a different tone to Mr. Crawford's letter from what was 
intended. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure | in No. 38. 
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General. 


Most Excellent Sir, Havana, December 10, 1850. 


A NOTICE appeared in the “ Gaceta” a few days ago, to the effect that your Excellency had 
been pleased to create a Commission for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of a class of 
persons known in this island as the “emancipados.” There are comprehended in that class a 
considerable number who were captured by British cruizers, and declared emancipated by the 
Mixed Court established here under the existing Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Her Majesty's Government has never failed to assert the right of requiring freedom for those 
negroes, in virtue of the VIIth Article of the [IIrd Annex to the Treaty of 1817. 

In the year 1842 Her Majesty's Government, confiding in the honour and good faith of the 
Government of Spain, and desirous of consulting the convenience of the Colonial Government of 
Her Catholic Majesty, did not resist a proposition which was made at the suggestion of the Captain- 
General of Cuba, to the effect that the freedom of the emancipados should take place gradually, so 
as that in five years from the 1st January, 1841, all the emancipados in the Island of Cuba should 
obtain their freedom. : 

So far, however, from the promised freedom having been obtained by the whole number of the 
emancipados within the specific time of five years (which term expired now nearly five years ago), 
there are still some hundreds of these unfortunate people unjustly retained in bondage. 

His Excellency the Captain-General Valdes went on fairly and gradually carrying into effect 
the ss paanen to which I have referred, and in his time about 1500 emancipados received their 
freedom. Da 

Since then, General O’Donnell and the late Captain-General, Conde de Alcoy, restricted that 
boon. Many emancipados having completed their periods of probation, instead of having received 
their free papers, have, there is reason to apprehend, been assigned to other masters, in defiance of 
their just rights, and in violation of the good faith which ought to have been observed under the 
arrangement proposed by the Colonial Government of Her Catholic Majesty, to which I have 
alluded. 

Having thus done myself the honour of stating to your Excellency the opinion of Her Majesty’s 
Government upon this important subject, I request that your Excellency will do me_the favour of 
informing me how and in what way the class of emancipados, with regard to whom Her Majesty's 
Government is so deeply interested, will be affected by the Commission which has been appointed 
by your Excellency. 

The ascertaining their numbers and circumstances would be most desirable, and a nece: 
preliminary towards their absolute freedom, which ought no longer to be withheld. And, as 

our Excellency will afterwards determine, whether as free they are to be allowed to remain in the 
island or not. 

If your Excellency should decide upon their being sent away, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, 
Mr. Kennedy, will provide for their transport forth off the island as soon as possible after such 
determination is made known. 

Some of the paras wee of the clags captured by British cruizers are known to have received 
their free papers, and to have been permitted by the late Captain-General to remain in the island, 
but how many is not known to Mr. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, because he has no 
account of their numbers. A great many, however, are still unjustly detained in servitude, and it 
will be most gratifying to your Excellency to confer upon them the blessing of freedom to which 
they are entitled. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOS, T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, January 1, 1851. 


I HAVE received your letter of the 10th of last month, in which, referring to the notice pub- 
lished in the “‘ Gaceta,” of a Commission having been appointed with the object of improving the 
condition of the emancipados, you make various observations on the subject, and ask to be informed 
how and in what manner will be affected the said class of emancipados. 

When that measure, far from showing any want of fulfilment of the Treatics you invoke, on 
the contrary implies my respect for them, as in the form in which it is announced is sufficiently 
expressed, your letter has the character of a counselling or notice, which necessarily makes me 
consider it little becoming in its form or spirit. 

I therefore feel myself in the situation of not giving you the explanation you ask, and to 
inform you, that although I will procure the fulfilment of the Treaties in the observance of which is 
principally based the good harmony that reigns between the Government of Her Britannic Majesty 
and that of my august Sovereign, I shall know also to show mysclf always jealous of the rights 
and He cco which belong to me, as the superior authority of Her Catholic Majesty in 
this island. 


God preserve you many years. 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 38. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General. 


Havana, January 2, 1851. 


I HAVE received your Excellency’s note of yesterday’s date, in answer to a communication 
which I considered it my duty to address to your Excellency on the 10th ultimo respecting the 
emancipados. 

I regret exceedingly that the spirit in which that communication to your Excellency was 
written should have been misunderstood. 

A deep interest in the fate of these poor people has been expressed upon all occasions by Her 
Majesty's Government, and in addressing your Excellency, in conscquence of the notice published 
in the Gazette relative toa measure which might affect their condition, I did so in the hope that 
there would be no inconvenience in your Excellency’s informing me how and in what way those 
emancipados who were captured by British cruizers, for whom Her Majesty’s Government is 
interested, would be affected by the Commission appointed by your Excellency. 

I disclaim all intention of in any way interfering with your Excellency’s administration, but 
in a matter in which Her Majesty’s Government has a right to be informed, I hope your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to enable me to be explicit. 


God preserve your Excellency many years. 
(Signed) JOS, T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 39. 


Her Mayesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 26.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 22, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
sailed hence to be engaged in Slave Trade, nor of any having come to any part 
of this island with slaves, since my last month's despatch on the state of the 
Trade. 

I learn, however, that the “ Juanito,” which I have several times mentioned 
as intended for that purpose, has at length had her arrangements completed, 
and is to sail on the last day of this month. I will proceed immediately to 
inquire if this information be correct, for the purpose of having a denunciation 


made to the Captain-General, if it should prove so. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 


a Ee 


Cuass A. F 
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No. 40. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 25.) 


My Lord, Havana, January 23, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to report that I yesterday received from the Govern- 
ment of this island, 2 men and 8 women of the class of emancipated Africans, 
and that I had them put on board the steam-ship ‘“‘Conway” for Jamaica, as 
usual, at the same time, which vessel has sailed hence with them on board early 
this morning. One of the women had two children, and thus these, with the 
numbers previously reported, make a total of 369 men, 179 women, and 134 
children so sent to Jamaica. 

All the 5 adults appeared strong and healthy, and contented to; be 
removed ; 4 had been declared emancipated by the Mixed Court, and ] by 
General O'Donnell, of a number seized at Trinidad in 1847. This was a very 
fine young girl of sixteen only, for whose removal I could not gain any account 
so soon after her introduction, except that she was wild and intractable. 

For the passage-money, 10 dollars per head, and maintenance on board, 
I paid the sum total of 62 dollars 4 rials, for which, with the boat-hire, I have 
to draw at the end of the quarter. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 


Rerorn of Emancrpapos sent to Jamaica by the “ Conway,” January 23, 1851. 











Names. Apparent Age. | When Introduced. How declared Emancipated. 
MALES, 
1. Florentino .. ae ..| About 38 In 1828 By the Mixed Court. 
2. Miguel... ae +. ak » 28 In 1835 By the Mixed Court. 
1+” FEMALES, 
8. Aguida a 3 A » 16 In 1847 By General O'Donnell. 
4, Leonela, with 2 children a » 30 In 1835 By the Mixed Court. 
5. Eufemia As AG » «48 In 1828 By the Mixed Court. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 


Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


My dear Sir, Havana, January 20, 1851. 


I HAVE just reccived an official copy, which I have the pleasure of transmitting herewith, in 
which the Captain-General announces 2 men, 8 women, and 2 children, emancipados, to whom 
he has given free papers, and placed in deposit at our disposal to be sent away. 

I have written his Excellency, that they will be taken charge of on the 22nd, to be sent by the 
“ Conway,” to sail Thursday next, the 28rd instant, at 8 a.m. 
Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 40. 


The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford. 
(Translation.) Havana, January 18, 1851. 


HAVING received their papers of freedom with other emancipados, those named Florentino, 
No. 318, of the brig “ Firme,” Miguel, No. 216, of the “Julita,” Aguida, No. 90, of those from 
Trinidad, Leoncla (with two children), No. 144, of the “‘Chabasca,” and Eufemia, No. 468, of the bri 
“ Firme,” I have thought proper to order their deposit at your disposal, that they may be ameved 
from the island. In consequence, and for the purpose of this being effected, you will inform me in 
what vessel they are to be taken, in order to give the necessary directions for their embarkation. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 


———————— 


No. 41. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 25.) 


My Lord, Havana, February 1, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copics of a correspondence between Mr. 
Consul-General Crawford and the Captain-General, at my suggestion, respecting 
some emancipados, for the particulars of whose cases I beg to refer to the letters. 
From these your Lordship will see, that although my statement was declared 
incorrect, yet the main facts are confirmed, and the more important one of an 
emancipado having been sold, was not impugned. Respecting this man, I had 
stated, as he had informed me, that he had had his paper of freedom given him 
by Gencral Valdes, which he had lost two or three years ago. In reply, the 
Captain-General states that it could not be so, because the paper was in the 
Government office. This fact cannot therefore be doubted, but it may bea 
question whether it was not put back, on an inquiry having been made into the 
matter. There have been a great number of emancipados employed on the 
waterworks, as for public benefit, so that the Directors are in direct communi- 
cation with the officials of the Government. The lot of those emancipados 
has been very severe, and one that I would particularly inquire into if I had the 
power. As it is, I hope the Captain-General will fulfil his promise, and put 
these and all others of their class into the enjoyment of their liberty soon. 
Whenever this shall be said to have been done with all of them, I submit that 
it would be very advisable to have the accounts transmitted to the Mixed 
Court as to each individual, with the particulars of those that may be returned 
as dead. If any fraud has been practised in this way, as regarding any of them, 
this would be the only means of detection, though I fear even that would be 
little effective. 

IT have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Consul-General Crawford. 


Dear Sir, Havana, January 14, 1851. 


I HAVE received an application from a negro calling himself Gabriel Valdes, for assistance. 
He states he is an emancipado, and that he received his paper of freedom from Gencral Valdes, 
which papcr he lost two or three years since, whereupon he was taken again by his former master, 
Don José M. Correa, superintendent of the waterworks, and sold by him to Don Luis Montanes, 
the well-known farrier of this city. I think it a fit case for you to request the Captain-General to 
direct an inquiry into the circumstances, and if his Excellency pleases, he may assign the man for 
removal to Jamaica, 
+ Lalso wish to take this opportunity of bringing to his Excellency’s notice that there are two 
emancipados, a man and his wife, in the service of a person named Soto, in the Calle de Paula, who 
have presented his Excellency a memorial for their freedom, begging they may not be separated, 
but allowed to go together to Jamaica; which petition I trust may be allowed as just. 

T remain, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 





F 2 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 41. 


Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Havana, January 31, 1851. 
MR. CRAWFORD presents his compliments to Mr. Kennedy, and begs to transmit to him a 
copy of a note of yesterday’s date, in answer to that which he addressed to the Captain-General on 
the 14th instant, in consequence of Mr. Kennedy's communication of the same date, relative to 
certain emancipados, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 41. 
Consul-General Cratford to the Captain-General. 


Havana, January 14, 1851. 


MR KENNEDY, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, in a communication which I received 
from him this day, informs me that a negro, whose name is Gabriel Valdes, and who states that he 
is one of the emancipados, and received his paper of freedom from the Captain-General Valdes, 
but unfortunately lost it two or three years ago, whereupon he was taken by his old master, Don 
José M. Correa, the superintendent of the waterworks, who sold him to Don Luis Montanes, the 
farrier of this city. 

I beg respectfully to request that your Excellency will order inquiry to be made respecting this 
poor man’s case, and if his statement is found to be true, I feel persuaded your Excellency will 
order his free paper to be given him, and, if agreeable to your Excellency, consign him to be sent 
out of the island. : 

I also beg leave to bring under your Excellency’s notice, that there are two emancipados, a man 
and his wife, in the service of a person in the Calle de Paula, named Soto, who have presented a 
memorial to your Excellency for their freedom, and praying that they may not be separated, but be 
allowed to go together to Jamaica; and I trust that your Excellency may be pleased to accede to 


them the prayer of so just a petition. " 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 41. 
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford, 


Havana, January 30, 1851. 


NOT recognizing a right in Mr. Kennedy to interfere in the matter to which your letter of the 
14th instant refers, respecting the emancipado Gabriel y Guale, and not Valdcs, also the other two, 
man and wife, in whose behalf he wishes that I should exercise my authority, I cannot admit such 
an excess of my powers. As a proof, however, of the incorrectness of Mr. Kennedy’s information, I 
will tell you that the negro Gabriel did not receive his paper of freedom, as he supposes in the 
communication you say that he directed to you; for such document, if it had been delivered, would 
not appear attached to the account respecting the said emancipado, who as well as the other two 
above mentioned, will very soon enter into the enjoyment of thcir liberty, and there will then, it 
appears to me, be no objection to their being sent out of the island, as you request, putting them in 
effect at your disposition. 





(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 
No. 42. 
Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 25.) 
My Lord, Havana, February 15, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a communication received this 
morning from Mr. Consul-Gencral Crawford, of a denunciation he had made 
yesterday, respecting the arrival of the brig ‘“ Brazil,” with a cargo of 670 slaves, 
of which fact I had personally first informed him yesterday morning. He also 
has sent me a copy of the Captain-General’s reply, from which it appears that 
his Excellency had directed one of the Judges of the Supreme Court to go to 
the place indicated, and take the proper steps on the matter for its investi- 
gation. 

This prompt measure is very satisfactory; but it is a proof that his Excel- 
lency was already aware of the circumstance, or he would scarcely have sent so 


high an officer for such a purpose. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 
Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty's Commissary Judge. 


Havana, February 14, 1851. 
MR. CRAWFORD presents his compliments to Mr. Kennedy, and begs leave to inclose to 
him herewith copy of a letter which he addressed this morning to his Excellency the Captain- 
General. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 


Consul-General Crawford to the Captain- General. 


Havana, February 14, 1851. 


IT has just come to my knowledge that a cargo of upwards of 600 negroes has within the last 
few days been landed in this island. 

The vessel is said to be the Spanish brig “ Brazil” (or the brig known here as the “ Brazil, 
since the slavers sv often change names). The number of Bozales 670, and the place where the 
landing took place at or ncar Punta de Tejas. 

There may be some inexactitude as fo the place, but that a large cargo of negroes have been 
landed only a few days ago, is most positively true; and I lose not a moment in denouncing the fact 
to your Excellency for such action thereon as may be deemed expedient. 


God preserve your Excellency. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 42. 
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford. 


(Translation.) Havana, February 14, 1851. 


I HAVE received your communication of this date, informing me of its having come to your 
knowledge that the Spanish brig “ Brazil,” or the brig known here as the “ Brazil,” had disem- 
barked a cargo of slaves, 670 in number, in the place named Punta de Tejas, or its immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Notwithstanding its being so difficult to prevent totally these kind of infractions, on account of 
there being immense parts desert, and easily accessible of the sea coast of the island, and because the 
experience of all countries has proved that individual interest, which is superior to all Government 
combinations, avails itself of the most cunning stratagems for the frauds that afford considerable 
gains, I promise myself that the respective aathoriey in fulfilment of the strict orders that I have 
communicated, will have adopted all the proper measures against the infractions in case the disem- 
barkation be certain; notwithstanding this, desirous of carrying into effect in the most positive 
manner the instructions I have received from Her Majesty’s Government, I have directed, according 
to the tenor of the Articles XII and XIII, title 2, of the Penal Law of the 2nd March, 1845, 
against those who engage in the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa, that the Judge of the Supreme 
Court, Don Juan Ramon Ochoa, proceed to-morrow to take the examinations that in the matter 
present themselves. 


God preserve you many years. 
(Signed) JOSE DE LA CONCHA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 42. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judga to Consul-General Crawford. 


Dear Sir, Havana, February 15, 1851. 


I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday, and the copy of the Captain- 
General's reply respecting the arrival of the “ Brazil” with a cargo of 670 slaves, as I yesterday 
morning had first informed you. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 


a ee, 
No. 43. 


Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 25.) 


My Lord, Havana, February 22, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have not heard of any vessel having 
come to any part of this island with slaves, since my last month’s despatch on 
the Trade, except the brig “ Brasil,” which forms the subject of my previous 
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despatch. This vessel I reported to your Lordship as having brought the 
cargo to Cardenas simultaneously with the affray there in May last, and as 
having sailed hence in August for another cargo. I understand she has 
brought this from Mozambique, where she stayed only three days, and was 
attempted to be taken by the Portuguese authorities, but escaped. There is a 
report of another vessel with slaves having been wrecked on one of the islands 
in the Bahama Channel, about a month since, of which I can learn no further 
particulars. If it be true, Her Majesty's Government will, I presume, have had 
the matter communicated to them. F 

On the 25th ultimo sailed hence the American barque “ Jasper,” with a large 
cargo of goods suited for the Slave Trade, and cleared at the custom-house for 
“Sierra Leone and the north of the coast.” It was at the same time reported 
here, that three small vessels were preparing for the coast of Africa, of which 
two I understand have sailed, one being the “ Juanito,’ which I have had occa- 
sion so often to mention in my previous despatches, the other the ‘“ Restorada,” 
of which I have heard only since its sailing. There are said to be two others 
now preparing to go hence, one the brig “ Pepito,” the other the “ Chica 
Habanera,” respecting which I will proceed to make further inquiries, for the 
purpose of having them denounced. There is a large vessel, I am informed, 
going from Santiago de Cuba, named the “ Gran Canal,” to be dispatched for 
St. Thomas and the Coast, and a smaller one named the “ Isabel.” 

The vessel which we had heard of as the “ Brazil,” is, I understand, also 
known as the “ Palmyra,” and is now in this harbour preparing to go to the 
Isla de Mugeres, on the coast of Yucatan, there to take in her cargo, crew, and 
equipments. Respecting this also I will proceed immediately to make further 
inquiries. 

It is certain that the Slave Trade is taking a fresh impetus. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J, KENNEDY. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


No. 44. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 15, 1850. 


I HAVE to desire that in future, whenever any well-founded information 
respecting the movements of slave-vessels may come to your knowledge, you 
will immediately communicate the same to the senior officer of Her Majesty’s 
ships which may be at or in the neighbourhood of the Cape of Good Hope, as 
well as to the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's Naval Forces on the Cape 
of Good Hope Station. 

Tan, &c. 


(Signed) ’ PALMERSTON. 


No. 45. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received August 7.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, April 23, 1850. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship, that on the 29th of 
January last, Her Majesty’s ship “ Pantaloon,” Captain Hyde Parker, whilst 
cruizing off Quillimane, saw and gave chase to a suspicious-looking vessel, which, 
on being discovered, stood in and anchored off Quillimane, at the same -time 
hoisting American colours. 

The next morning Captain Hyde Parker himself boarded this vessel, whose 
name he found to be “ Deliberagao,” commanded by an American named 
William Anderson, who, upon being asked for the ship’s papers, replied that 
there were neither papers nor colours. 

Captain Parker then proceeded to search the vessel, and found her most 
completely equipped for Slave Trade, with water, farinha, coppers, shackles, 
slave-deck, in fact, every necessary for success in her nefarious undertaking. He 
therefore detained her, and sent her in charge of Mr. Great, R.N. to Simon’s 
Bay, where she arrived on the 4th instant. 

Proceedings against the “ Deliberacao” were immediately commenced in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court: and on the 16th instant, no defence being offered, 
she was condemned under the Act 2 and 3 Vict. cap. 73. 

The Brazilian Consul tendered a protest against the jurisdiction of the 
Court, which was rejected; it may erelore be presumed that the “ Deliberacao” 
was a Brazilian vessel. 

The master is said to have admitted that he had orders to destroy her 

apers, doubtless in order to conceal the names of the owners, whom he 
Seribed to have been eight in number, and of high station at Rio de Janeiro, 
: We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jon. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 
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No. 46. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received September 23.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, June 26, 1850. 


WE have the honour to inform your Lordship, that on the 28th of 
February last, Her Majesty’s ship “Pantaloon,” Captain Hyde Parker, when 
off Cape Fitzwilliam, on the Mocambique coast, boarded and detained a 
Brazilian brig named the “ Philantropo.” 

This vessel proved on examination to be fully equipped for Slave Trade, 
having on board a quantity of planks, a slave-deck laid below, farinha, jerked 
beef, a large number of water-casks filled, together with slave-coppers and 
mess-kids: added to which her master admitted that she was designed for the 
Slave Trade. 

On the 29th of May the “ Philantropo” arrived in Simon’s Bay, in charge 
of Lieutenant Montgomery; and on the 15th instant she was condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court, under the Act 8 and 9 Vict. cap. 122; no defence 
having been made. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 47. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 23.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, July 2, 1850. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been 
adjudicated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the 
half-year ending June 30, 1850. 
We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 48. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received September 30.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, July 13, 1850. 


WITH reference to our despatch of September 7, 1849, relative to the 
prisoners taken on board slave-vessels condemned by this Mixed Commission, we 
have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that our Portuguese colleague 
has received instructions to draw upon the Government of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty for the amount by which the expenses of the maintenance and trans- 
port of such prisoners may exceed the Portuguese moiety of the proceeds of the 
sale of the vessel in which they may have becn seized. 

We have the honour to inclose a copy of the minute of our meeting this 
day, at which the receipt of the instructions in question has been recorded. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


ae 
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Inclosure in No. 48. 
Minute of Proceedings of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, July 13, 1850. 


Present : 


George Frere, Esq., Junior. 
Alfredo Duprat, Esq. 

Frederic R. Surtees, Esq. 

J. R. Macleay, Esq., Registrar. 


HER Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner communicated to the Mixed Commission the 
following extract from a despatch from the Conde de Tojal, dated Lisbon, March 15, 1850, having 
reference to the communication made by him on the 31st August, 1849, as recorded in the minute 
of that date, relative to the transportation of the prisoners found on board vessels condemned by the 
Mixed Commission :— 

“As it may happen that the proceeds of prizes may not suffice to meet the expenses which may 
have to be incurred for the transport of the prisoners to Mocgambique, when condemned by the 
Mixed Commission, you are authorized to draw for the difference on the Financial Agency in 
London, at ninety days’ sight: it being understood that you previously give notice to this depart- 
ment, in order that the necessary instructions may be given for your draft to be duly honoured. 

“T would remark to you that the payment of these expenses should always be made in confor- 
mity with Article VI of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842.” 





No. 49. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received November 16.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, August 16, 1850. 

WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that the latest intelligence 
we have received from the East Coast of Africa, shows that the Slave Trade 
still continues to be carried on; and that while three vessels have been seized 
and condemned here, as prizes to Her Majesty’s ships on this station, many 
others have succeeded in escaping with cargoes of slaves. 

Their success must we fear be chiefly attributed to the connivance of the 
Portuguese authorities at the small ports, and principally to that of Senhor 
Rezende, the Governor of Quillimane, who has, we regret to learn, disappointed 
the favourable opinion we formed of him during his residence here, aud has 
followed the course which has so often formed the subject of complaint against 
his predecessors in the government of that province. 

We should add, however, that we learn that Senhor Rezende has been 
summoned to Mocambique, to answer for his participation in this disgraceful 
traffic, before the Governor-General, Senhor do Valle, whom all accounts still 
represent as honestly endeavouring, by every means in his power, to check and 
punish his less scrupulous subordinates. 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 50. 


Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 30, 1850. 


I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, two copies of a 
Protocol of conference held at this office, on the 19th instant, between myself 
and the Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, renewing for the period of 
three years, the permission which was granted to Her Majesty's ships by the 
Protocol of conference of the 12th of August 1847, to enter the bays, ports, 
creeks, rivers, and other places within ne Portuguese dominions on the East 

Crass A. 


42 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Coast of Africa, where no Portuguese authorities are established, in order to 
prevent Slave Trade from being carried on at such places. 

I transmit to you likewise a copy of a communication which I have 
caused to be addressed to the Admiralty upon this subject. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 50. 


Protocol of a Conference held at the Foreign Office on the 19th November, 1850, between the 
Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and of Portugal. 


WHEREAS by the Protocol of a Conference 
between the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain 
and of Portugal, held at the Foreign Office on 
the 12th of August, 1847, the Government of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty consented to grant, 
for the period of three years from that date, 
permission for Her Britannic Majesty’s ships 
employed in suppressing the Slave Trade, to 
enter the bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other 
places within the dominions of the Crown of 
Portugal on the East Coast of Africa, where no 
Portuguese authorities are established, and to 
prevent the Slave Trade from being carried on 
in such places: 


And whereas the period for which such per- 
mission was granted as aforesaid has expired ; 

The Plenipotentiary of Great Britain re- 
quested that such permission may be renewed ; 
and the Plenipotentiary of Portugal declared 
that the. Government. of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, with the desire to fulfil and carry out 
to the utmost of its power the obligations con- 
tracted by the Treaty signed at Lisbon on the 
Srd of July, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal, for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, consents to grant the permission re- 
quested on the part of the British Government 
for a fresh period of three years, commencing 
from this date, under the conditions laid down 
in the Protocol of the 12th of August, 1847, 
above referred to. 

And as this permission is for Her Britannic 
Majesty’s ships employed in suppressing the 
Slave Trade to enter the bays, ports, creeks, 
rivers, and other places within the dominions of 
the Crown of Portugal on the East Coast of 
Africa, where no Portuguese authorities are yet 
established, and to prevent the Slave Trade 
from being carried on in such places; it is 
understood and agreed by Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s Government, that the said permission 
shall cease in all its effects with respect to any 
of the said bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other 
places, and to every one of them, as soon as, and 
in proportion as, Portuguese authorities shall be 
established, either in any or in every one of 
those bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other 
places. 


(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


THE CHEVALIER DE RIBEIRO. 


VISTO que pelo Protocollo de uma Confe- 
rencia entre os Plenipotenciarios de Portugal e 
da Graa Bretanha, que teve logar no Ministerio 
dos Negocios Estrangeiros em 12 de Agosto de 
1847, o Governo de Sua Magestade Fidelissima 
consentiu em concedor, pelo periodo de trez 
annos desde aquella data permissio para os 
navios de Sua Magestade Britannica empregados 
na suppressio do Trafico de Escravos, entrarem 
nas bahias, portos, enseadas, rios, e outros lo- 
gares do dominio da Corda de Portugal na 
Costa Oriental de Africa, onde nao se achio 
estabelecidas auctoridades Portuguezas, e po- 
derem obstar a que o Trafico de Escravos con- 
tinue nesses logares: 

E visto que o periodo pelo qual essa per- 
miss&o foi concedida, como acima dito, expirou ; 

O Plenipotenciario da Graa Bretanha re- 
quereu que se renovasse essa permissio; e 0 
Plenipotenciario de Portugal declarou que o 
Governo de Sua Magestade Fidelissima, dese- 
joso de preencher e cumprir, com quanto esteja 
ao seu alcance, as obrigagoens contrahidas pelo 
Tratado assinado em Lisboa em 3 de Julho de 
1842, entre Portugal e a Graa Bretanha, para a 
suppressio do 'Tratico de Escravos, consente em 
conceder a permisséo requerida por parte do 
Governo Britannico por um novo periodo de 
trez annos comegando da data deste, sob as con- 
digoens fixadas no Protocollo de 12 de Agosto 
de 1847, acima referido. 


E como esta permissiéo é para os navios de 
Sua Magestade Britannica empregados na sup- 
pressio do Trafico entrarem nas bahias, portos, 
enseadas, rios, e outros logares do dominio da 
Coréa de Portugal na Costa Oriental de Africa, 
onde ora nao se achiio estabelecidas auctoridades 
Portuguezas, e poderem obstar a que o Trafico 
de Escravos continue nesses logares, fica enten- 
dido e concordado pelo Governo Britannico, que 
a dita permissio cessari para todos os seus 
effeitos relativamente a qualquer das ditas 
bahias, portos, enseadas, rios, e outros logares, 
ou a todos elles, logo, e 4 medida que, auctori- 
dade Portugueza se estabeleca em qualquer das 
ditas bahias, portos, enscadas, rios, e outros 
logares, ou em todos elles. 


(Ass) M. J. RIBEIRO. 
PALMERSTON. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 


Lord Stanley of Alderley to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 23, 1850. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you the accompanying copies of a 
Protocol of conference held at this office on the 19th instant, between his Lordship and the Portu- 
guese Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, recording the renewal, for a further term of three years, to 
be reckoned from that day, of the consent of the Portuguese Government to permit Her Majesty’s 
ships employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade to enter bays, ports, creeks, rivers, and other 
places within the dominions of the Crown of Portugal on the east coast of Africa, where no Portu- 
guese authorities are established, in order that those ships may prevent the Slave Trade from being 
carried on in such places. 

T am to request that in laying this Protocol before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
you will move their Lordships to cause copies of it to be furnished to the commanders of all Her 
Majesty’s ships employed on the east coast of Africa in the suppression of the Slave Trade, with 
instructions to carry it into execution. 

Her Majesty’s officers should be cautioned to adhere strictly to the conditions laid down in the 
Protocol under which the Portuguese Government have granted the renewed permission above 
mentioned ; and they should be instructed to deal with vessels which they may capture under the 
authority of the Protocol, in the same manner in which they are enjoined by their instructions to 
deal with vessels captured in places not within the jurisdiction of any civilized State. 

According to those instructions, vessels captured under the Treaties with Spain, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and Norway, the Argentine Confederation, and the Republics of Uruguay, 
Chile, and Bolivia, are to be sent tor adjudication to the proper Courts of Mixed Commission ; while 
vessels captured under the Treaties with Austria, Prussia, and Russia, Denmark, Sardinia, Tuscany, the 
Two Sicilies, the Hanse Towns, Hayti, Venezuela, and Mexico, are to be sent to the proper tribunals 
of their respective countries ; and vesscls captured under the statutes of the 5th Geo. 1V, cap. 113; 
the 2nd and 3rd Vict., cap., 73 (as amended by'the Sth and 6th Vict., cap. 91); and the 8th and 
9th Vict., cap. 122 ; as well as vessels captured under the Treaties with the Imaum of Muscat, 
and the Maritime Chiefs of the Persian Gulf, are to be sent to the proper British Court of Vice- 
Admiralty. T have, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 





‘No. 51. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
January 7, 1851.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, October 23, 1850. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship, that according to the 
accounts last received from the East Coast of Africa, the Slave Trade was at 
-that time very slack, which was attributed, by our informant, to the presence of 
Commodore Wyvill and the three available vessels of his squadron. The Com- 
modore had proceeded to the Mauritius, but was expected to touch again at 
the several Portuguese ports, on his return to Simon’s Bay. On his arrival we 
may hope to send to your Lordship more particular information. 

We have also learned, by a letter from the Governor-General of the Por- 
tuguese possessions, Senhor do Valle, that his Excellency hopes to be relieved 
in February next, his successor, Major Brandao, a son of the Conde Terena, 
being expected to arrive from Europe at that time. 

The integrity and firmness with which Senhor do Valle has executed the 
duties of his office as regards the suppression of the Slave Trade, while it will 
afford a bright example for the guidance of his successor, will cause his depar- 
ture to be viewed with sincere regret by every well-wisher to the cause which 
he has supported with a disregard for his own pecuniary interests, which, we 
believe, none of his predecessors have ever evinced. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


SS 
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No. 52. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—i Received March 13.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 2, 1851. 

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report drawn up by 
the Mixed Commission of which we are members, in compliance with the pro- 
visions of Article XI Annex B to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating — 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudi- 
cation; 

2ndly. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

3rdly. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical 
education of the liberated negroes. 

We have also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese 
colleague is about to transmit a duplicate original of this report to the Govern- 
ment of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 

We Lave, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jcv. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





Inclosure in No. 52. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission. 


Cape Town, January 2, 1851. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of July, 1842, 
between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, by which it is 
stipulated that the Mixed Commissions shall transmit annually to each Government a report, 

> relating 

Ist. To the cases which have been brought before them for adjudication ; 

2nd. To the state of the liberated negroes ; 

8rd. To every information which they may be able to obtain respecting the treatment and the 
progrcss made in the religious and the mechanical education of the liberated negroes ; 

The undersigned, members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope, 
have the honour to report to the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and to the Government of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty, that no case has been brought before them for adjudication during the 
year ending December 31, 1850, and that no negroes have been emancipated by decree of this 
Mixed Commission since its establishment. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jon. (Signed) ALFREDO DUPRAT. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES, ; 
JAMES R. MACLEAY, 


Registrar. 





No. 53. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 13.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 2, 1851. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship, that according to the 
information which has reached us, the Slave Trade was carried on to some 
extent during the early part of the year 1850, but has since been checked by 
the presence of Commodore Wyvill and the force under his command. 

The system enforced by that officer, of watching the various points from 
which slaves can be embarked, has been so far successful, that from the month 
of August last, up to the time when our informant left the coast, not one vessel 
had taken slaves from the coast between Sofala and the Angoza River. 

The rivers have been visited by the boats of Her Majesty’s ships; those to 
the northward of Cape Delgado, under the sanction of the Imaum of Muscat; 
and on two occasions when the progress of the boats of the “Castor” and “Dee” 
was opposed by firing from the shore, barracoons, which were found on landing, 
were burned and destroyed; while in the Angoza River a treaty has been con- 
cluded, whereby the Chiefs have bound themselves not to carry on the Slave 
‘Trade for the future. 
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Three vessels only have been sent in for trial before the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty during the early part of the year; namely the “Revoama,” the 
“ Deliberagao,” and the “Philantropo;” all were cases of equipment, and were 
pronounced good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “Pantaloon,” Captain Parker; 
and the only fact which calls for remark with repect to them is, that an 
American, named William Anderson, was actually in command of the 
“ Deliberagao,” when she first anchored off Quillimane, under American colours, 
completely fitted for the Slave Trade; although, when boarded, neither papers 
nor colours were forthcoming. 

We regret that we have not been able to learn that the Portuguese 
authorities on the coast, with the exception always of the Governor-General 
Senhor do Valle, are more favourable to the suppression of the Slave Trade; 
and in connexion with this subject we must state, that it is reported in the 
newspaper published at Bloemfontein, the principal town of the Orange River 
sovereignty, upon authority which the editor says he cannot reasonably doubt, 
that Potgeiter, the headman of a large party of the emigrant Boers, had 
destroyed certain tribes, taking captive 300 of their children, who are 
declared to have been sold as slaves to the Portuguese, Government at Delagoa 
Bay. 

On enquiry we learn that no information upon the subject has reached the 
Colonial Office here; and we should perhaps not have thought it proper to 
bring it to your Lordship’s notice, had not the report received some confirma- 
tion from the fact that the master of the American merchant-vessel “ Cassily,” 
stated to the Conimander of one of Her Majesty’s ships on this station, that the 
Governor of Delagoa Bay had proposed to him to take a cargo of slaves on his 
account from Lourengo Marquez to Brazil. 

In conclusion, we would submit, that when it is remembered that with five 
vessels, one of which must be at Mauritius, and one at Simon’s Bay, so much 
can be effected towards suppressing the Slave Trade, there can be little doubt 
but that if a force of five vessels were employed on this service only, the Traftic 
would be entirely stopped, and it is perhaps more especially necessary at this 
time that the squadron at Commodore Wyvill’s disposal should be increased, as 
in consequence of the Kaffir outbreak, all available vessels are necessarily with- 
drawn from service in the Mogambique. 

; We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 54. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 19.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 1, 1851. 
WE have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no case has been 
adjudicated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the 
half-year ending December 31, 1850. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jun. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 55. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 19.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 1, 1851. 
IN pursuance of the instructions given to us in the Earl of Aberdeen’s 

despatch of February 20, 1843, by which we were directed to transmit at the 

close of cach year a detailed report of the judicial proceedings before this Mixed 
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-Commission during that period, we have the honour to report to your Lordship 
that no case has been adjudicated by the court during the year ending 
December 31, 1850. : 
: We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Jon. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 





No. 56. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 19.) 


My Lord, Cape Town, January 1, 1851. 

WITH reference to the instructions given us by the Earl of Aberdeen’s 
despatch of February 20, 1843, to transmit to the Foreign Office at the end 
of each year, a certified copy of the register of slaves emancipated under 
sentence of this Mixed Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lord- 
ship that no vessel with slaves on board has been brought before us during the 
year ending December 31, 1850. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE, Joy. 
FREDERIC R. SURTEES. 


(47) 


JAMAICA. 





No. 57. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
April 6.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, March 8, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a minute passed at a meeting of 

the Commissioners then present in Jamaica, dated the 25th February last, 

revious to the departure of Her Majesty’s Commissioner, Mr. Turnbull, on his 
ee of absence. 

Mr. Turnbull left Kingston on the 2nd instant by the American steam- 
ship “Empire City,” bound to New York, on his return home. 

On the 4th instant I proceeded to Spanish Town, and there, before the 
Chief Justice of Jamaica (and in the presence of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s 
Commissioner), took the oath of Acting Commissioner, according to the terms of 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

I afterwards waited upon his Excellency the Governor and informed him 
that, by virtue of the said Treaty, the office of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator devolved 
upon him, but that in accordance with the instructions conveyed to Her 
Majesty's Commissioners by your Lordship’s despatch of the Ist November, 
1848, it would not be considered necessary to call upon him to act until an 
occasion should occur, when his services would be required. 

On the 5th instant I took my seat in the court as Her Majesty's Acting 
Commissioner, and I have the honour to inclose a copy of the minutes of the 
proceedings passed on that occasion. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 
Minute of Proceedings of a Meeting of Mixed Commission, Jamaica, February 25, 1850. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners in the Mixed Commission. 
Present: 


D. Turnbull, Esq. 
The Chevalier L J. Altavilla. 
A. R. Hamilton, Esq. 


MR. TURNBULL stated to the meeting, that in consequence of the state of his health, he had 
applied for, and had received from the Secretary of State, the permission of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to return to England ; and that he proposes to avail himself of his leave of absence by the 
earliest opportunity. 

He cannot allow this occasion to pass without renewing to his colleagues the expression of the 
sense he entertains of the cordial good feeling which has invariably marked their official and social 
intercourse; and his sincere regret that it should now have to meet with even a temporary inter- 
ruption. 

Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner, and Her Britannic Majesty’s Arbitrator, cannot 
at the same time refrain from expressing to their colleague their regret at the circumstances which 
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have led to his intended absence, and beg to join with him in their expressions of satisfaction as to 
the harmony which has invariably existed between them in their official and social intercourse, and 
to express their regret at losing his valuable services. 
They cannot separate without wishing him a speedy restoration of his health, and a quick 
return to his post. 
(Signed) D. TURNBULL. 
I, J. ALTAVILLA. 
A. R. HAMILTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 
Minute of Proceedings of a Meeting of the Mixed Commission, Kingston, Jamaica, March 5, 1850. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners in the Mixed Commission. 
Present: 


A. R. Hamilton, Esq. 
Acting British Commissicner. 
The Chevalier Altavilla. 


THE minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner having left Jamaica on the 2nd instant, by the American 
steam-ship “ Empire City,” bound to New York, in accordance with the leave of absence he had 
received, Her Britannic Majesty’s Arbitrator proceeded, on the 4th instant, to Spanish Town, and 
there, before the Chief Justice of Jamaica (and in the presence of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s 
Commissioner), took the oath of Acting British Commissioner, according to the terms of the Treaty 
of the 3rd July, 1842, and has this day taken his seat in the Court ; as Her said Majesty’s Acting 
Commissioner. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Commissioner, and Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Commis- 
sioner, after the said oath had been administered, waited upon his Excellency the Governor, and 
informed him that, by virtue of the said Treaty, the office of Her Majesty’s Arbitrator devolved 
upon him; but that it would not be considered necessary to call upon him to act until an occasion 
should occur, when his services would be required. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

(Signed) A. R. HAMILTON. 
I. J. ALTAVILLA. 





No, 58. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
June 19.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, May 22, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of the minutes passed at a meeting 
of this Court held this day, by which your Lordship will perceive that the Conde 
do Tojal, the Minister for Foreign Affairs at Lisbon, after stating that the con- 
tingent accounts of this Mixed Commission have been duly examined and 
cope up to the conclusion of the past year, further announces to my worthy 
colleague, the Chevalier Altavilla, that in consequence of the proposed abolition 
of the Mixed Commission at the Cape de Verde Islands and Jamaica, he is at 
liberty to return to his Court without waiting for any further orders; and that 
from the Ist July next there will be no further sum allowed him. 

It is the intention of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner to leave 
the island very shortly. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
Acting Commissioner. 
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Inclosure in No. 58. 
Minute of Proceedings of a Meeting of the Mixed Commission, Jamaica, May 22, 1850. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners in the Mixed Commission. 
Present: 


A. R. Hamilton, Esq. 
Acting British Commissioner. 
The Chevalier Altavilla. 


THE minutes of the last mecting were read and confirmed. 

Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner presented to the Court a despatch, dated the 26th 
of February last, from the Conde do Tojal, Minister for Foreign Affairs at Lisbon, in which he 
states :— 

“1st. That the accounts of the contingent expenses of this Mixed Commission Court for the 
third and fourth quarters of 1849 have been duly examined and approved. 

“Qnd. The amount (Verba) of your salary having been struck out of the Budget proposed 
for the year 1850-1851, in consequence of the two Mixed Commissions at the Cape Verd Islands 
and Jamaica being shortly to be abolished, you may return togthis Court when'it shall please you, 
without waiting for any farther orders, being assured that from the lst of July next there will be 
no further sum allowed you, for the above reason.” 

That in consequence of the above intimation, Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner 
intends very shortly leaving the island, but will communicate to the court again before his 


departure. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
c Acting British Commissioner. 
I. J. ALTAVILLA. 





No. 59. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
June 19.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, May 22, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, on the 20th instant, 
Her Majesty’s schooner “ Bermuda,” Lieutenant Jolly commanding, arrived at 
Port Royal, bringing in as a prize a large Brazilian brig, named the “ Clemen- 
tina,” of about 250 tons burthen, and with a crew of twenty-nine men, which 
she had captured, after a chase of forty-nine hours, in the Gulf of Mexico, with 
284 Calabar Africans on board. 

I am informed that the “ Clementina” was chased off the coast of Africa 
by two of Her Majesty’s cruizers, and was to have taken on board 600 slaves, 
but only succeeded in taking 358; of which number 74 had died previous 
to their being captured, and 35 more previous to their arrival, and at Port 
Royal. 

f The “ Clementina” was first sighted off the Isle of Pines, by the 
“ Bermuda,” whilst at anchor, and at the very place where it was intended that 
the “ Clementina” should have landed her human cargo, for the purpose of 
their being afterwards smuggled into Cuba. 

The prize was taken with the Brazilian flag flying and with Brazilian 
papers on board, having also French, American, and Spanish flags; her English 
flag, which she had also possessed, and which she had shown off the coast of 
Africa, was thrown overboard previous to capture. 

Lieutenant Jolly has taken the necessary steps to bring this case before 
the Vice-Admiralty Court, and I shall have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship full particulars of the trial when it shall have taken place. The 
Africans are still on board, but are to be landed to-morrow morning, at Fort 
Augusta, under the charge of the Collector of Customs, where they will remain 
until the condemnation of the vessel. 

I have this day visited the “ Clementina,” in company with Her Most 
Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner, on board of which we found the flag-captain, 
pilot, and two of the crew of the slaver. The former stated that the ‘* Clemen- 
tina” was built at a place near Oporto, from whence she had sailed to Rio 
Janeiro; that she was a new vessel, and this her first voyage. The prize- 

Cuass A. 


50 JAMAICA. 


master mentioned that soon after the chase was seen, seven vessels were in 
sight, one of which was said to be a barque with 500 slaves on board, which 
had doubtless succeeded in effecting the landing of its cargo, as there was no 
other vessel on the.coast, besides the “Bermuda,” by which she could have 
been intercepted. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
Acting Commissioner. 
No. 60. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
August 5.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, July 1, 1850. 


IN obedience to the instruction contained in your Lordship’s circular 
despatch of the 21st December, 1848, I have the honour to report that no case 
of slave-trading has been brought for adjudication before this Court, during the 
past six months. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
Acting Commissioner. 





No. 61. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
August 5.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, July 5, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 22nd May last, reporting the 
arrival at Port Royal of Her Majesty’s schooner “ Bermuda,” with a Brazilian 
prize, the ‘‘ Clementina,” which she had captured with 284 Africans on board; 

have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the particu- 
lars in the case of the said vessel, and a copy of the decree of condemnation in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 17th ultimo, for being engaged 
in, and equipped for, the Slave Trade. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
Acting Commissioner. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 61. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Clementina.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ Clementina.” 

Master, Joao Gonsalves Bandeira. 

Owner, Joaquim Pedro de Azevedo. 

‘Crew, 18 persons. 

Captured on the 22nd April, 185, by Archibald Douglas Jolly, Fequire, commander of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Bermuda,” in the Gulf of Mexico, in latitude 23° 27’ north, and longitude 87° 48' 
west. 

Fully equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade. 

Had on board at the time of capture, 284 negroes of both sexes, of whom 244 were delivered 
to the Collector of Customs, Jamaica, on the 23rd day of May, 1850, 40 having dicd previous to 
her arrival at Port Royal, and 9 more before adjudication. 

Arrived at Port Royal on the 20th May, 1850, under the charge of William Hayden, Master’s 
Assistant of the “ Bermuda.” 

Had on board the following papers, viz. : 

1. Imperial Passport, dated Rio de Janciro, 5th December, 1849, and signed by Manoel 
Vicira Kosta, Minister and Secretary of State of the Affairs of the Navy, and 
and Inspector-General of the Navy, authorizing the brigantine “ Clementina” to be 
employed as a coasting vessel. 

2. Certificate from Post Office, that no mail had been shipped on board the “Clementina,” 
for Campos, dated Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849. 
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3. Certificate from. Custom-house at Cape Frio, dated 8th January, 1850. 
4, Brazilian register, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 5th. December, 1849, and at. Cape Frio, 8th 
January, 1850. 
5. A manifest of cargo from Cape Frio to Assu, dated Cape Frio, 8th January, 1850. 
6. Receipt for port and hospital dues, dated Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849. 
7. Letter inelosing manifest and despatch of cargo, dated Cape Frio, 8th January, 1850, 
addressed to the Inspector of the Custom-house of Assu, in Pernambuco. 
8. Same as No. 5. 
9. Despatch of goods for Assu, dated Cape Frio, 7th January, 1850. 
10. Envelope inclosing No. 7 and 8. 
11. Passport, dated Cape Frio, 17th January, 1850, to Pedro Garcia, carpenter, good 
for the space of two months. 
12 to 23. Passports given by the same authorities to different individuals for the same 
destination. 
24, 25, and 26. Passports granted at.Rio de Janeiro to three individuals, the first for 
Campos, dated 5th December, 1849, and the two latter for Cape Frio, dated 22nd of 
2 same month. 
Adjudicated on the 17th June, 1850. : 
Vessel condemned and ordered:(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s- service) to be 
broken up and demolished, and materials sold. 2 
244 negroes, alive at the time of adjudication, condemned to Her Majesty. 
Burthen, 176 tons, Brazilian. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 61. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Clementins.” 


AT a Court holden at Saint Jago de la Vega, in the Island of Jamaica, on Monday the 
seventeenth day of June, in the year of our Lord 1850, before the Worshipful Sir Joshua Rowe, 
Knight, Companion of the Bath, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the ‘“ Clementina,” 
whereof Joao Gonsalves Bandeira lately was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also 
against 284 male and female slaves, taken and seized by Archibald Douglas Jolly, Esquire, 
commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Bermuda.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, O’Reilly, Attorney-General, referred to the monition . 
heretofore brought in, duly executed, and also to the affidavits of Archibald Douglas Jolly, Esquire, 
commander of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Bermuda,” Edward Alexander Carey, acting second master of, 
and belonging to, Her Majesty’s said ship, and William Hayden, master’s assistant of, and belong: . 
ing to, Her Majesty’s said ship heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Clementina,” 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for: 
and-engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others for the 
purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the statute or statutes in suck 
case made and provided, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation 
to our Soveriegn Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the same accordingly. 

And farther pronounced that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's 
service) should be broken up, and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided ; 

And also further pronounced the 284 slaves found on board the said brig or vessel at the time 
of the seizure thereof, to have been by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and 
provided, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation, to the sole use of our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the 244 slaves, part of the 
same brought in the said brig or vessel to Jamaica, or the survivors of them accordingly. 

(Signed) JOHN DUFF, Deputy Registrar. 
Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica, 





No. 62:. 


Her Majesty's: Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
November 11.) 


My Lord, Jamaica, October 10, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship, of the 22nd May last, 
and the minute inclosed therein, of the same date, I have now the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the Chevalicr Altavilla, whose functions as Her- 
Most Faithful Majesty’s Commissioner ceased from the Ist July last, left this 
island on the 28th September last, in the American steamer “Cherokee,” bound. . 
for New York, on his return to Lisbon. 

H 2 
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T believe that one reason of his having delayed his departure so long was 
that he thought it possible he might receive further instructions from his own 
Government. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 


Acting Commissioner. 





No. 63. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
March 10.) 
My Lord, Jamaica, January 2, 1851. 


IN obedience to the instruction contained in your Lordship’s circular 
despatch of the 21st of December, 1848, I have the honour to report that no 
case of slave-trading has been brought for adjudication before this court, during 
the six months ending the 31st December, 1850. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR R. HAMILTON, 
Acting Commissioner. 
No. 64. 
Her Majesty's Acting Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston —( Received 
March 10.) 
(Extract.) Jamaica, January 27, 1851. 


IN presenting to your Lordship my annual report on the state of the Slave 
Trade in this part of the world, with any remarks I might have to make on the 
subject, I cannot help expressing my regret that the means open to me for 
obtaining any information, upon which I can rely, are so limited as to preclude 
the possibility of my furnishing to your Lordship any detailed report, particu- 
larly as to the state of the Slave Trade in the neighbouring Islands of Cuba and 
Porto Rico. 

That the Trade continues to be carried on in the former island to a con- 
siderable extent, I have every reason. to believe; and no longer ago than last 
October, Captain Forbes, of the brig “Duchess,” of Leinster, trading to this 
island, reported that on the 24th of that month he passed off the east end of 
the island a large top-sail schooner with slaves actually on board, which he 
himself witnessed; and that the schooner came very close to him, and kept him 
company nearly the whole day. 

: vp to the present date no vessel has ever been brought in for adjudica- 
tion before the Mixed Commission Court established here; and the cay case 
which has been brought under the cognizance of the Court of Vice-Admiralty 
in this island, during the past year, was that of the Brazilian brigantine 
“ Clementina,” a prize of Her Majesty's schooner “ Bermuda,” and which was 
captured in the Gulf of Mexico, with 284 Calabar Africans on board, after a 
chase of forty-nine hours from the Isle of Pines. A report of this case I had the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship in my despatches of the 22nd May and 
5th July last. 

The dreadful ravages which have been made by the cholera in this island 
have been most appalling; and it is difficult to foresee in what way the agricul- 
tural labours, not only on many properties, but also in many districts, can 
possibly continue to be carried on. In some places there is scarcely a survivor, 
and in many more than half the population has been carried off. And it is 
estimated that more than 40,000 people have fallen victims to the disease since 
it first invaded the shores of this devoted island; and this loss has accrued out 
of a population not exceeding 400,000. 

The neighbouring Island of Cuba is reported to have lost immense numbers 
likewise, and the mortality still continues in particular portions of the island ; 
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but, although I have used every endeavour to arrive at any correct estimate of 
the loss sustained, I have hitherto been unsuccessful; and it is much to be feared 
that, in their desire to recruit their diminished numbers by fresh importations, 
the slave-dealers will be found more than ever on the alert, and the authorities 
more than ever lax in their determination to put down this abominable traffic. 

An American gentleman, Mr. Dunham, who was at the Havana for a few 
days, and who arrived here direct from that place by the last packet, informs 
me, that whilst he was there he learned that a slaver had very shortly before 
landed a cargo of about 600 slaves near the Island of Pines; but he was unable 
to give me any particulars; and he also stated that at the Havana there was 
not even any attempt at disguising the fact of slaves being constantly landed 
in different parts of the island, indeed, that it was a topic of common conver- 
sation. 


LOANDA. 





No. 65. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received May 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, January 4, 1850. 


WE have the honour to report, for the information of your Lordship, that 
there have been no cases adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Court of 
Mixed Commission established in this city, during the last half-year, the only 
vessel brought before it during that period being the cutter “Graciosa,” of 
which vessel the Court did not take cognizance for tle reasons stated in our 
despatch of the 28th September last. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 66. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received May 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, January 4, 1850. 


1, IN pursuance of our general instructions, we have the honour to state 
to your Lordship, that the only case adjudicated by the Court of which we are 
members, during the last year, was that of the Portuguese brig “ Galianna.” 

2. This vessel was of 260 tons burden, had no slaves on board, but was 
detained under the Portuguese flag, by Her Majesty's steam-ship “Cyclops,” 
on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade. 

3. She was restored with damages by the Portuguese Commissioner and 
Arbitrator, on whom the lot fell, upon Her Majesty’s Commissioner giving his 
vote for her condemnation, but owing to the circumstances detailed in our 
despatch of the 14th July, 1849, the award adjudged by the Commissioners 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty has as yet not received its final settlement. . 

4. Another case, that of a Portuguese cutter, also detained on suspicion 
by a Portuguese cruizer, was submitted to the Court, but on the grounds 
reported in our despatch of the 28th September last, the Court refused to take 
cognizance of the case. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 67. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received May 6.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, January 7, 1850. 


THE “Corimba” has received fresh instructions, in the prosecution of 
which she has again proceeded southward, to insist on the removal of those 
barracoons near the shore, which her commander in his report designated as 
being for licit traffic, and, in case of any hesitation or delay on the part of the 
factors to effect such removal, at once to destroy them. 
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No. 68. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston —(Received May 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, February 5, 1850. 


1. WE consider it to be our duty to put your Lordship in possession of 
the following facts, as having a very important bearing on the business with 
which we are specially charged. At the same time, we shall, both in our state- 
ment and in the inclosures connected with it, omit, as much as possible, all 
extraneous matter in which the subject is otherwise involved. 

2. A young man of the name of Jozé Justiniano da Cruz Forte, of good 
fortune and education, we understand, in Portugal, but whose conduct rendered 
his continuance in that country difficult, came to this province since the nomi- 
nation of the present Governor-General, and, at his Excellency’s pressing solici- 
tations, was appointed by the Juiz de Direito one of the clerks in that 
department. 

3. To the care and custody of these clerks are confided the several pro- 
ccesses had, or pending, before the court,'a certain portion being allotted to each, 
for which he is specially responsible ; the proceedings in the case of the prose- 
cution in the matter of the slave-launch, off the bar of Corimba, in 1846, were 
thus in charge of Joze J.da Cruz Forte, but when called on for them, they were 
not forthcoming. 

4. The inclosed free-translated extract from a minute of the court of the 
Juiz de Vireito, will acquaint your Lordship with the steps taken by that func- 
tionary in consequence. : 

5. This occurred immediately after the Christmas recess; the delinquency 
had become public before the holidays; and on its discovery Forte enlisted as a 

rivate soldier, with a view to render the institution of civil proceedings against 
tie more difficult, and then petitioned the Governor, in a tone of disrespect 
and accusation as against the judge, for his discharge, instead of suspension, 
from the office of clerk. ‘This petition his Excellency forwarded to the latter 
for such observations as he might think proper to make; and, in reply thereto, 
the judge transmitted the minute of court (with the whole of which we do not 
trouble your Lordship, as not connected with Slave Trade, but which charges 
Forte with several other ‘acts of a similar nature), stating that he acquiesced 
readily in the definitive dismission of an individual who had proved himself 
unworthy of being employed in the public service. 

6. Having thus obtained the assent of the judge, the Governor promoted 
Forte to an ensigncy, invited him to his table, and finally appointed him Sub- 
delegado, or Law Officer of the Crown of Bengucla, in the terms of the inclosed 
papers translated from the “ Boletim.” 

7. It is neither within our province nor intention, my Lord, to comment, in 
a general point of view, on the mischief which must Peale in a colony like this, 
from such an open slight put upon the judicial authority; but the crime charged 
being immediately connected with Slave Trade, and the individual so charged 
being appointed to an office, among the first duties of which, if properly dis- 
charged, stands the prosecution of all engaged in it, such an appointment 
evidently becomes an object of no less interest and importance to Her Majesty’s 
Government than to that of Portugal herself. 

8. We should observe that this appointment is in the absolute gift of the 
Governor-General of this province, and not subject, as is that of the higher 
office of Delegado—who resides at the seat of Government, while the deputy is 
stationed at Benguela—to the approval of the Crown. 

9. Before concluding the report of this extraordinary case, we should add, 
that what gave rise to the inquiry for the process in question was the fact, that 
up to this time, notwithstanding your Lordship’s representations to the Portu- 
guese Government through Sir Hamilton Seymour, in 1847, and the assurances 
which were given to that Minister in reply, the Juiz de Direito has received no 
intimation whatever respecting the appeal to the Supreme Court in the case of 
Senhores Mattozo and Garrido, although it was long ago reported here in letters 
from Lisbon, that such an appeal had been rejected. The inference to be drawn 
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from this would seem necessarily to be, either that the proceedings have been 
quashed at Lisbon, or that the communication of their result has been 
suppressed here. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 68. 


Minute of the Court of the Juiz de Direito. 
(Translation. ) 


(Extract.) 


IN addition to all this, and what is above all more important, is to be noticed the minute of 
examination and accusation which I instituted in one of the late sessions, against this clerk with 
reference to the inventory belonging to his office, on occasion of requiring from him the pending 
suit, in which the public prosecutor is the promoter, and Jozé Maria Mattozo da Auchadé e 
Camara and Agosto Garrido the delinquents, in the case of the contraband of slaves, where he told 
me immediately in reply, that these documents did not exist in his office. This admitted dis- 
appearance of the same proved to be true, whilst in the registered list of cases the entry of the 
above-mentioned proceedings was found to be blotted with black ink and purposely scratched out, 
notwithstanding which the marks still remained, clearly showing that the names of the parties and 
the subject matterof the suit had existed there; all which particulars are seen from the above 
minute. 

This was an act which, if not done by himself, as he declares, should have been communicated 
by him to the judge or to the public prosecutor, so soon as he became acquainted with it, and 
inasmuch as he did not make such communication, as he himself, on being questioned respecting it 
when so examined, acknowledged, it shows on his part a flagrant neglect of duty, which in law is 
considered equal to deceit, as every clerk is responsible for whatever may happen in the office under 
his charge, as being the only depositary of the same. 

For all these reasons, therefore, and others resulting from what has occurred in the many suits 
which ought to be found in his office, and various petitions of parties, and because this clerk, with- 
out showing any disposition to amend his conduct, has committed and continues to commit various 
official errors, thus gravely compromising the judge, whose duty, as such, is to take measures in 
consequence, and having exhausted every means which prudence and moderation could suggest, 
and finding myself under the strict necessity in consequence, in order to prevent further mischief, 
of using the power given me by the new Judicial Code, I suspend the clerk Jozé Justiniano da 
Cruz Forte from the exercise of his functions for the space of eight months, such suspension not 
being by any means a bar to any proceedings against him on the part of the public prosecutor, on 
account of the facts above stated; and I recommend to the clerk who is to supply his place the 
greatest caution in receiving from him the different documents belonging to his office, it being a 
certain and well known fact, that such office is in the greatest disorder and confusion, notwith- 
standing the repeated warnings received by him from me. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 68. 


Portaria No, 139, dismissing Senhor Moreira. 


(Translation. ) Palace of Government in T.oanda, February 4, 1850. 
P THE Governor-General of the Province of Angola and its dependencies determines the 
following : 

It not being for the good of the public service that Francisco Luiz Moreira should continue to 
fill the post .of Sub-Delegate of the Procurator of the Crown and of the Public Revenue in 
Benguela, I deem it right to dismiss him from the said post. 

The authorities and the persons to whom a knowledge of this order may pertain, will so 
understand and execute it. 


(Signed) ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 


Governor-General. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 68. 
Portaria No. 140, appointing Senhor da Cruz Forte. 


( Translation.) Palace of Government in Loanda, February 5, 1850. 


THE Governor-Gencral of the Province of Angola and its dependencies determines the 
following : 


The post of Sub-Delegate of the Procurator of the Crown and the Public Revenue in 
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Benguela, being vacant by the dismission of Francisco Luiz Moreira, given in the Portaria 
of yesterday’s date, and taking into consideration the qualifications which are to be found in 
Jozé Justiniano da Cruz Forte, I deem it right to appoint to the said post the aforesaid Jozé 
Justiniano da Cruz Forte. 

The authorities and other persons to whom a knowledge of this order may pertain will so 
understand and execute it. 

(Signed) ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 
Governor-General. 





No. 69. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 6.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, February 5, 1850. 

1. THE influence produced in the Brazils on all commercial enterprise by 
the state of the European Continent for some time past, would seem to have 
been felt, in at least an equal degree, by the Slave Trade interest, whose 
operations accordingly became less active. 

2. With the cause, however, the effect also ceased, and trade in general 
having revived, that in slaves recommenced with a redoubled activity and 
perseverance, the result probably of the partial lull which had occurred, and of 
a general, though not very distinctly dekoeds feeling, that whether from home 
or from external causes, or both, the facilities hitherto experienced in the 
prosecution of that trade were likely, ere long, to be diminished. 

3. Your Lordship will be better able to judge than ourselves how far 
there is any ground for this expectation, but a very strong belief certainly 
exists here, that a combined effort is about to be made by the principal Powers 
interested, Brazil herself included, in this direction, and that a conference is to 
be held in the ensuing spring at Rio de Janeiro, at which M. Bouet, on the 

art of France, and the late Governor-General of this province, Captain da 

unha, on that of Portugal, are to attend, with a view to consider the best 
means which can be adopted, if not wholly to extinguish, at least to restrict and 
regulate, the Traffic. 

4, Under this belief the greatest possible efforts of late are reported to 
have been making in the Brazile, whence an additional number of vessels, with 
the steamer “ Serpente” at their head, may, it is said, shortly be expected on 
this coast. 

5. Of the detention of this latter vessel off that of Brazil by one of Her 
Majesty's cruizers, and of her surrender to the Brazilian authorities, your 
Lordship was doubtless apprized at the time. 

It appears that she was soon released, and that her owners, to 
propitiate the Imperial Government, lent her to them for a given time to serve 
as a transport for the conveyance of troops to the disturbed districts; a 
manceuvre for which they acquired some credit as an act of patriotism. 

7. The chief scene of their intended operations, though by no means, we 
suspect, to the exclusion of more southern points, is, we are informed, to be the 
Congo; a locality which is said to offer great facilities, as well from the means 
of concealment which its thickly-wooded banks afford for vessels when at a 
certain distance up the river, as from the rapidity of its current, which it is 
calculated will enable the slavers to drift past any cruizers which may be 
stationed at the mouth, and carry them out to sea with less chance of being 
intercepted by them. 

8. It is known that certain individuals from hence have lately proceeded 
northward, and we understand that whereas, hitherto, the so-called merchants 
of this place concerned in the Traffic have acted but as agents for the great 
firms in the Brazils, and as such received only the commission, they are in 
future to be allowed, as an additional stimulus in furtherance of the great effort 
now to be made, a certain share in the adventure, should it prove successful ; 
and that, upon the strength of this arrangement, they have in this combined 
movement discarded, as it were, all separate interests, and agreed among 
themselves to bear equally whatever loss either of their respective firms may 
sustain. 

9. According to this plan the above-named steamer, one of great power 
ad dimensions, is to be stationed, at a evel time, at a certain distance off the 
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mouth of the River Congo, ready to take the slaver in tow, if necessary, there 
where the current begins to lose somewhat of its force, and herself to ship 
slaves to a great amount from armed launches, which are prepared of a very 
large and strong construction. 

10. Your Lordship is already well aware of the means by which the 
Brazilian traffickers mainly carry out their operations, the employment, that is, of 
vessels under the American and Sardinian flags, to bring out the goods and the 
slave equipments to this coast, which, supposing them to reach unmolested, the 
respective masters, without loss of time, give over the command to a Brazilian 
who has, very probably, come across with them as passenger, make the best of 
their way to this place, receive their stipulated hire from their employer’s 
correspondent, obtain the necessary passport from this Government as 
foreigners, and return by the first opportunity to the port whence they sailed, 
where, if the voyage has proved successful, they find their own or some other 
vessel in readiness to proceed on a fresh adventure. 

11. To illustrate this, we may mention that there are here at this moment 
two individuals about to embark, under these circumstances, for Rio de Janeiro, 
who sailed hence for that port in August last. 

12. The plan we have now been detailing has reference chiefly to the 
supply of the Brazilian market; at the same time your Lordship should know 
that Her Majesty’s Commissioner has been assured that the house of Manoel 
Pinto da Fonseca, at Rio de Janeiro, is also connected with that of Pedro Mar- 
tinez, at the Havana; and that a Spaniard, an agent of the concern, has lately 
made a.hurried and secret visit to this capital, the object of which is believed 
to have been to arrange for the shipment of more than one cargo of slaves to be 
landed on Spanish ground. 

13. Within the past year 5 vessels, under the Sardinian flag, have arrived 
here; the first, the “ Universo,” after a stay of a few days, during which 
she disposed of part of her cargo, sailed with the remainder on the 14th January, 
1849, for Ambriz, and on the 20th February re-entered this port, her arrival being 
announced in the “ Boletim” thus :—“ From the River Zaire, with seven passen- 
gers; namely, an officer and six seamen belonging to the English steam-cruizer 
‘Blazer,’ who, at the request of the master and in consequence of the whole 
crew being sick, brought her to this port.” 

14. In the month following she was announced as sailing again, in sand 
ballast, for Bahia, which we are the more inclined to believe she did, as, from the 
sickly state which she was in, it was said no one would have any dealings with 
her. Of her original destination, however, there could be little doubt. 

15. The second vessel was the “ Bella Limegna,” which entered in fran- 
quia, from Pernambuco vid Benguela, and sailed for the northern ports, after 
stopping here only two or three days. 

16. The third, the “ Independenza,” entered from Buenos Ayres, with a 
cargo of brandy and earthenware, on the 5th May, and on the 3rd June sailed 
in ballast for Rio de Janeiro. 

17. In November she returned from thence, consigned to Senhor Garrido, 
and the following month again cleared out in ballast for the same port, taking 
over fourteen passengers, seven of whom passed for Americans, and all of whom 
had, doubtless, been masters or mates of other slave-vessels. 

18. The fourth vessel, the “ Bella Giuleta,” arrived here from Bahia and 
St. Helena in June; disposed of a portion of her cargo, consisting in part 
of brandy, farinha, and 1200 packets of rushes, and sailed shortly after for the 
northern ports and for Benguela, viz., on the 10th July. On the 23rd of the 
same month, however, she returned; and on the 4th August again sailed for the 
northern ports. 

19. We are thus particular in marking these dates, as indicating the sus- 
picious course of her proceedings, and the real object of her frequent appear- 
ance and reappearance in these waters. 

20. The fifth Sardinian vessel, the “ Conforte,” arrived from Bahia, stopping 
on her passage at Ambriz for two or three weeks, in November, with a cargo of 
brandy and farinha, and cleared out again in ballast for the former port within 
the month; we have not since heard anything of her. 

21. Of these vessels we hear that two, viz., the “ Bella Giuleta,” and the 
“ Independenza,” have been captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers. ; 

22. They are mostly of the same class, of a very slight build, in which 


LOANDA. 59 


everything is sacrificed to superior speed, and are consequently not calculated 
or expected to last many trips, although beautiful to look at as models. 

23. The slaver stranded off the bar of the Corimba two years ago, and 
which now forms the most efficient Portuguese cruizer on this station, was one 
of this description. 

24. The Portuguese squadron, from whom we still hear great complaints 
on the subject of their arrears of pay, has taken only three vessels in the past 
year, and has undergone no change since our last report, unless it be that the 
smaller vessels appear to have been more engaged in colonial service than in 
looking after the slavers ; and though the Commandant of the station has lately 
made a cruize of about two months, the first time the corvette “ Oito de Julho,” 
bearing his flag, has left this harbour, since her arrival in August 1848, the 
only result of his cruize has been, if we except, perhaps, the burning of a hut 
here and there, the abandonment of all claims on the part of the Brazilian agents 
at Ambriz against the Portuguese Government for the damages done to their 
barracoons by Her Most Faithful Majesty’s brig “ Mondego,” in that year. 

25. We have not felt ourselves at liberty to pass over in silence the infor- 
mation which has reached us of the proposed operations on the part of the slave- 
traffickers in the Congo; at the same time we are not prepared to give it as 
information on which implicit reliance is to be placed, the less so because it is 
evident that, as a general rule, steamers cannot be employed for a continuance 
in the prosecution of the Slave Trade; the freight chargeable on slaves con- 
veyed in them being necessarily very high, and the destruction of one steamer 
occasioning as heavy a loss as is caused by the capture of three or four of the 
description of sailing-vessels usually employed in the Traffic. 

26. On the other hand, with reference to the River Congo, we have much 
satisfaction ia adding, upon the authority of Commander Tudor, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Firefly,” that that river has been so closely guarded during the 
last eight months, that no vessel has escaped from thence with slaves during 
that period, and that some of the factories there have recently been removed to 
other points. 

27. This information has been confirmed by inquiries which we have made 
in other quarters. 

28, Commander Tudor has had much experience in the River Congo, and 
he represents it to be quite practicable for a steamer stationed at the mouth of 
that river, and aided by her boats, to prevent the embarkation of slaves there, 
although he would not undertake to say that they cannot be conveyed over- 
land to other adjacent spots; and he further informs us, that though it may be 
possible for vessels to secrete themselves in the creeks and inlets of the river 
under cover of the bushes, yet they could not do this so as to escape detection ; 
an opinion which the vain attempt of a Sardinian vessel, called the “Anonymo,” 
to have recourse to this manceuvre, goes far to confirm; for she was discovered 
after some little time, and then so closely watched as to be obliged eventually 
to go off empty. 

29. We would therefore entertain the hope that, even if the above infor- 
mation respecting the Congo should prove correct, the traffickers will find their 
projected operations less feasible than ney expect. 

30. Of the operations of the French squadron we have little to notice 
beyond the detention of the two French vessels reported in our despatch of the 
6th of October of last year.* 

31. In addition to other smaller vessels which have at different times 
visited this port during the last twelve months, the “ Pénélope,” bearing the 
flag of the Commander-in-chief, and the steam-corvette “Caiman,” have also 
been here; but at this moment we believe there is only one French man-of-war 
on this side the Gaboon, and she is said to be under orders to return to France. 

32. The United States’ flag has not been seen, as far as we know, on this 
coast south of the Equator for more than two years, except as assumed unlaw- 
fully by vessels really Brazilian, or on board an occasional licit trader. 

33. Of the capture of some of the former your Lordship was informed 
early in the year, and we have lately had the satisfaction to learn that the 
“Imogen,” already reported by us as having effected a shipment of slaves in 
the vicinity of Benguela, had shared a similar fate off the coast of Brazil. 


* See Class A, presented in 1850, No. 118. 
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34. Another such vessel, which was leaving Rio de Janeiro with a noted 
slave-dealer on board, a resident of Benguela, was detained by the American 
Commodore before clearing the Brazilian shores, but we are sorry to hear that 
on her being sent to the United States she was released. 

35. This year, three instances of the Portuguese fog also having been 
engaged in Slave Traffic on this part of the coast, have come to our 
knowledge. 

36. The one was that of the “ Joaquina,” previously the French polacca 
“ Etna,” mentioned in our despatch of the 10th of October of last year.* 

37. Another small craft whose owners, residing here, have already paid the 
forfeiture of their bond, thus proving that they had succeeded in shipping a 
cargo of slaves, and the cutter “ Graciosa,” brought before the Mixed Com- 
mission of which we are members, but not taken cognizance of, as reported in 
our despatch of the 28th September, 1849. 

38. Our last annual report spoke of the professions made by the 
Governor-General of this province, of his zeal in the suppression of the Slave 
Trade, and of the satisfaction it would give us to be enabled to report to your 
Lordship the fulfilment of those professions. 

39. It pains us to have to state, on the present occasion, that such 
satisfaction has not been allowed us; on the contrary, too many of his 
Excellency’s measures have indicated a contrary suraett The countenance 
afforded at the Palace to individuals under conviction for Slave Traffic, and the 
facts which we have the honour of detailing by this opportunity, with respect 
to an individual suspended on account of the very suspicious disappearance 
from his office of the original proceedings had in the prosecution for Slave 
Traffic, in the case of the launch in 1846 off the bar of Corimba, these and 
various other particulars, with which it is needless to trouble your Lordship, 
forbid us to expect any hearty co-operation in the suppression of the Slave 
Trade under his Excellency’s administration. 

40. Whether we are not warranted in looking rather for the reverse of 
co-operation, your Lordship will be best able to decide. 

41. We intimated, in paragraph 7, our belief that the operations of the 
slave-traffickers would not be confined to those parts of the coast which lie 
north of Loanda, and we have heard they have already repaired to, and reckon 
much upon, a spot to the south, called Great Fish Bay, which we are not, we 
believe, incorrect in stating as being beyond the limit of the West African 
command, as one likely to afford them great facilities, as well from that 
circumstance as from its presenting a ready place of rendezvous, to wait, with 
less liability to observation, the collection of their cargoes upon such adjacent 
points as may be agreed upon. 

42. In this bay it was that the two vessels captured by the Portuguese 
cruizers, the barque in May, and the brig ‘‘Esperanga,” in October last, had 
been staying. 





No. 70. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received May 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, January 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, the report made by the 
Curator of Liberated Negroes to the Board of Superintendence, for the quarter 
ending on the 31st December last, from which your Lordship will see that the 
condition of the 20 negroes subject to his inspection continues to be as 
satisfactory as at the date of his previous report. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


* See Class A, presented in 1850, No. 116. 
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Inclosure in No. 70. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Negroes. 


(Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, January 2, 1850. 


THE Curator of Liberated Negroes has the honour to acquaint the Board of Superintendence 
of the said negroes that, having visited, several times during [the last quarter of the past year, the 
twenty libertos confided to the partners Valentine Jozé Pereira and Antonio Jozé Lopez Soeiro, 
he found, 

let. That they were well treated. 

2nd. That sixteen of them, viz. : 


Felix Calombe, André, 

Jorge Moonge, Jacintho Ganga, 

Elizio, Thimoteo Calecute, 
Eusebio Catraio, Matheus, 

Pedro de Quigama, Alvaro Bunge, 

Marcos Ganga, Sebastiaéo de Congo, 
Vicente, Sebastiao de Canandula, 
Lourenco Miluange, Germano Dalla, 


were employed in the erection of a soap manufactory. 

3rd. That two of them, Joiio de Ambaca and Joiio de Calando, continued to be instructed with 
advantage in the trade of stone-masons. 

4th. That one of them, Pedro de Loanda, was working as a cooper. 

5th. That the liberto Agostinho Cacullo continued to work as a gardener. 

6th. ‘That the general behaviour of the libertos was good, and that nothing had taken place 
with respect to them, during the aforesaid quarter, calling for special notice. 

(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO PEN 
‘wrator. 





No. 71. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. —( Received June 10.) 


My Lord, Loanda, February 19, 1850. 


IN pursuance of the general instructions, we have the honour to inclose 
herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a certified return, in original and 
translation, of the slaves emancipated and registered by the Mixed Commission 
Court in this city up to the end of the year 1849. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure in No. 71. 


RecisTER of Slaves, natives of Africa, liberated by the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission 
established in the city of St. Paul de Loanda. 


(Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, December 31, 1849. 




















Names of the Total 


Number of 





Vessels on board Dates on which | Number of ‘ 
of which they were Slaves they were liberated.| Slaves Observations. 
captured. z 
captured. liberated. 
Portuguese launch Sentence of 29th 4 Enlisted in the Portuguese Royal 


without name March, 1845 Navy. 
Sentence of 27th 


March, 1848 


20 Confided to the Partners Valen- 
tine Jozé Pereira and Antonio 
Jozé Lopes Soeiro. 


Portuguese launch 
“Fortuna” 





Total number of slaves emancipated up to the 31st December, 1847 toe 4 
Total number of slaves emancipated between the 1st January and the 3lst De- 
cember, 1848... aoe aoe eee on ane ove ase «. 20 


Total number of slaves emancipated up to the 31st December, 1849 ie wae 24 


(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
Curator. 
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No. 72, 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received June 10.) 


My Lord, Loanda, February 20, 1850. 


WE have the honour to inclose herewith the annual report which, in 
compliance with Article XI of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 
1842, Her Majesty’s Commissioner and the Acting Commissioner on the part 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty have drawn up for transmission to their 
respective Governments, are a 

Ist. To the proceedings of the Commission during the year 1849; and 
2nd. To the state of the negroes liberated by sentence of the same, up to this 
date. 

The Portuguese Acting Commissioner was unable, owing to his numerous 
other avocations, to turn his attention to this report in time for the only vessel, 
the “Hercules,” which has sailed hence for Lisbon before this, since the 
commencement of the present year. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 
Report of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission in Loanda. 


My Lord, Hall of Sessions, February | 8, 1850. 


THE Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established in this city, in virtue of the Treaty 
of the 3rd July, 1842, between Her Britannic and Her Most Faithful Majesty, for the suppression of 
the Traffic in Slaves, in fulfilment of the stipulation of Article XI of Annex B to that Treaty, has 
the honour to lay the following report before your Lordship, with reference to the proceedings of 
that Court during the year 1849. 


A.—CASES sUBMITTED FOR ADJUDICATION. 
lst. The Portuguese brig “Galianna.” 


On the 22nd March, 1849, Lieutenant Henry De Lisle, of the British Navy, addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of the Court, acquainting him that he had brought to this port (without stating the 
day), for adjudication before the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, the Portuguese brig 
“Galianna,” detained by Captain the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s steam-frigate “‘ Cyclops,” on suspicion of being engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, in con- 
travention of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842; to which were annexed a letter “On Service,” 
addressed to the Members of the Mixed Commission; a certificate of the changes that had taken 
place on board the prize from her detention to the date of his aforesaid letter; and also a certificate 
of the papers found on board the prize. 

On the 24th of the same month the proceedings commenced, and a letter from the captor was 
annexed, together with his declaration, stating that, on the Ist March, 1849, in latitude 5° 48! north, 
longitude 1° 14’ east of Greenwich, he captured the Portuguese brig “ Galianna,” Jozé dos Santos 
Lessa, master, and that at the time of her capture she had equipments for the Slave Traffic on 
board, viz. :— 

Ist. Hatches fitted for shipping open gratings, instead of the close hatches used in merchant 
vessels. 

2nd. A division between the hold and the foremost bulkhead, such being unusual in ships 
engaged in lawful trade. 
ae 3rd. A large quantity of firewood, which might easily be levelled so as to form a second or slave 

4th. Bolts that can be used for shackles. 

5th. Stowage for water equal, at present, to 12 tons, being much more than is requisite for her 
crew as a merchant-vessel. 

6th. Thirteen pipes for water besides two leaguers containing seven pipes in the hold, for which 
the master produces no certificate from the custom-house authorities of the place from which he 
cleared outwards, although entered in her manifest. 

8th. A cooking apparatus of unusual size, being capable of cooking rice or farinha for upwards 
of 200 men at one time, by placing it in tins on the fire-plate, being much more than is requisite for 
her crew as a merchant-vessel. 
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9th. More farinha than is mentioned in her manifest, as well as other provisions, added to which 
a Portuguese and Brazilian ensign found on board. 

On the same day (24th March), the usual notices were ordered to be published, declaring the 
proceedings to have commenced, and calling on the parties interested to put in their claims within the 
space of five days, under penalty in case of default; and the prize officer declared on oath that the 
captor was authorized to visit and detain Portuguese vessels in conformity with the Treaty of the 
3rd July, 1842, of which authority he produced a copy which was ordered to be joined to the 

rocess. 
y On the 27th, he (the prize officer) petitioned the Court for leave to present certain letters which 
he had ascertained to be on board, and which were not included among the ship’s papers; and he was 
told, in reply, to produce them, when his petition would be taken into consideration ; and the master 
of the brig also petitioned to be allowed to be at liberty on bail, in order to come on shore to arrange 
his defence ; and, on the following day, having satisfied the demands of the Court as:to his security, 
he was ultimately admitted to bail, on the 30th, in the sum of one conto of reis. 

On the same day (30th), the prize officer presented a petition, praying that measures should be 
taken to relieve him from the responsibility of guarding the twenty-two persons on board the prize, 
which was acceded to by ordering him to deliver over the prize, the persons on board, and everything 
belonging to her to the Commandant of the Naval Station, requiring from him, at the same time, 
proper security for guaranteeing the payment of the expenses that might be incurred in bringing the 
prize to adjudication, should such payment eventually fall upon him ; and he afterwards produced the 
private sealed letters and some open papers found on board the prize, when it was determined that 
the Commissioners should at once examine the latter, and that the former should remain in the hands 
of the secretary to abide the decision of the Court respecting them; and the master and two of the 
principal persons on board were then summoned to appear before the Court on the 2nd April; and 
at the same time the notices, already ordered on the 24th, were directed to be affixed in the usual 
way, and to be published in the Government “ Boletim,” which was done accordingly on the 3ist. 

On the 2nd April, the supercargo also was, upon his petition, admitted to bail in the sum of one 
conto of reis, and allowed to land. 

On the same day a petition was presented from George Brand, Esq., in which he prayed that a 
document he annexed, naming him proctor on the part of the captor, should be received as a sufficient 
power, which petition was refused on the ground that he, being British Vice-Consul, might eventually 
be called upon to act as judge, and further, that he held the office of Clerk to the British Com- 
missioners. 

At the same time a petition was received from the prize officer, praying that the “despacho” 
relative to the delivery of the prize, persons on board, and all belonging to them, as given in answer 
to his original petition, should be confined to the delivery over of the persons only, such having been 
the object of that original petition. 

This was refused ; the aforesaid answer having been the result of a determination he was bound 
to respect, and the same was ordered to be carried into effect in all its parts. 

In this sense a letter was directed to be sent to him, requiring him to state the day and hour 
when the delivery could take place, and fixing the following day for that purpose. 

On the 3rd April, a petition, dated the 2nd, was received from the prize officer, praying for a 
survey on board, and that the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “ Philomel” should be 
summoned as one of the surveying officers; which petition was ordered to be annexed to the process, 
to be taken into consideration after the delivery of the prize should be realized. 

The prize officer was at the same time directed without fail to deliver over on the following day, 
at 8 o'clock in the morning, the prize and the persons on board to the Portuguese officer named for 
that purpose, under the formalities and conditions already intimated to him; and it was further 
determined that both the one and the other of these officers, as well as the master, mate, and super- 
cargo of the prize, should appear before the Court on the 7th. 

On the 4th April, the proctor for the master and supercargo presented his full powers from 
them, and requested the sight of the proceedings, and that a day should be fixed for him to give in 
his defence. 

The same were ordered to be annexed to the process, and to be taken into consideration at the 
proper time. 

On the 7th, a communication was received from Lieutenant Algeros, dated the 4th, announcing 
the delivery to him, by Lieutenant De Lisle, of the brig “ Galianna,” as seen by the documents which 
he transmitted ; and on the same day the master and mate of the brig were examined. 

On the 10th, the supercargo and boatswain were examined ; and on a discussion of the question 
relative to the above-mentioned sealed letters, a difference of opinion occurred between the respective 
Commissioners ; the Portuguese Commissioner being of opinion that they should be left intact to be 
delivered to the master of the prize if restored, or put into the port office in case of condemnation, 
and the British Commissioner that they should be forthwith examined in order to their being 
annexed to this process, should any indication of criminality appear on the face of them, or to be 
given up to the master of the detained vessel, should she be restored. 

On the 11th April, lots were drawn, and the lot falling on the Portuguese Arbitrator, the 
Commissioners explained to him the state of the question and their respective opinions, declaring that 
they would give the same in writing at the next sitting. 

On the same day, the petition of the prize officer for a survey was discussed, and it was deter- 
mined that each party should name an officer for such survey, the Court naming a third to act only 
in case of the former not agreeing, and the 13th was appointed for their nomination and for their 
taking the oath. 

On the 13th, they were presented accordingly, and the Court named the 3rd, all being duly 
sworn. 

On the same day, the Arbitrator, who had been drawn to decide the question respecting the scaled 
letters, determined that they should not be opened, and that they should remain in the keeping of the 
secretary, to be delivered to the master of the vessel in case she should be restored, or put into the 
port office in case of condemnation. 

On the 14th, the order for a survey was expedited, conformably to the indications made in the 
TXth Article of the Treaty, with a direction to the Secretary to receive whatever declarations the 
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surveying officers might think proper to make, in order thoroughly to exhibit the state of the vessel 
and cargo. 

ae the 16th, parties having been duly summoned to appear, the survey commenced, which 
continued till the 27th, when the surveying officers required the presence of a sworn interpreter to 
draw up a minute of their report, the respective parties not being able to understand each other. 

On the same day, the 27th, the Arbitrator on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty acting for 
the Commissioner, who was indisposed, it was determined that on the following morning (the 28th) 
all parties should appear before the Court, in order to the minute being drawn up through the inter- 
vention of a sworn interpreter in its presence. 

On the 28th, the surveying officer on the part of the captor being prevented by illness from 
attending, the evidence of that named on the part of the claimant was taken. 

On the 30th, the declaration of the former was received by means of 3 sworn interpreter, as well 
as that of the surveying officer named by the Court, touching some points on which there was a 
diversity of opinion between his colleagues. 

On the Ist May, two petitions from the prize officer were rejected: the one presented on the 
preceding day praying for an examination of the skylight and the grating belonging to it on board 
the prize, and the other that the interpreter sworn by the Court might be directed to make the 
translation of his claim; the one being rejected on the ground that the survey was already concluded, 
and that the surveying officers had had the privilege of making whatever declarations they thought 
necessary thoroughly to exhibit the state of the vessel and cargo, and the other in view of the terms 
of the last part of Article III of Annex B to the Treaty. 

On the same day, publication of the evidence was ordered, giving to either of the parties three 
days to present their respective arguments in support of or against the accusation. 

On the 2nd May, the Marshal represented the necessity of that part of the cargo which had 
been transhipped and left on the deck, when the survey was concluded, being replaced in the hold, 
and the Court decided that the same should be done accordingly, in the presence of those who had 
assisted at its close, and this decision having been intimated to the prize officer, he declared that the 
 Galianna” having been duly delivered over to the Marshal, he had nothing to do with the replacing 
of the cargo. 

On the 4th of May, the proctor for the claimant presented his defence; on the 5th the prize 
officer prayed to be allowed time to translate his claim, which was given him to the 7th. 

The Marshal the same day required that the prize officer should be summoned to assist at the 
restowing of the cargo, and that some person duly authorized should draw up a minute of the same, 
when the Court ordered him to proceed in that duty without delay, in the same manner as had been 
practised on the original delivery to him of the prize in default of the parties interested, and who had 
been summoned, appearing. 

On the 7th, the seizor’s claim, written in English with a Portuguese translation, was received 
and annexed to the process, and the 9th was fixed for the discussion, and the parties were summoned 
to appear, 

Pie took place accordingly, when the prize officer on the part of the captor, and the proctor on 
that of the claimant, declared that they had nothing to add to their respective arguments ; the latter, 
however, praying for the admission of some additional observations, on the ground that the seizor’s 
claim had been presented and annexed to the process subsequently to his defence; a prayer to which, 
for that reason, the Court acceded. 

On this day, at the opening of the session, the British Vice-Consul, George Brand, appeared, 
and, on taking his seat by the side of the prize officer, the Court invited him to occupy one of those 
appropriated to its members, as he was the presumptive substitute of the British Commissioner and 
Arbitrator, and, as such, the Court could not admit him to act as proctor for either party ; the said 
Vice-Consul, however, persisted, declaring that, in that character he had duties to perform towards 
aiding the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, and therefore considered himself as having a right to 
aid and protect the prize officer, and finally withdrew, saying thatyas his official intervention and the 
aid which he owed to British subjects were not admitted, he would not again assist at the acts of the 
Court, which he then left, calling upon the prize officer to follow him. 

On the same day, the Marshal asked that some measures should be taken, because the prize 
officer had not appeared to assist at the restowage of the cargo, when he was told that this had been 
already provided for, and that he, the Marshal, should summon him to attend, and, if he did not 
appear, should proceed without him. 

On the 14th May, the British Commissioner proposed that the skylight of the “ Galianna” 
should be examined; the discussion which this proposal gave rise to was continued on the 15th, when 
the Cummissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty not agreeing to it, an arbitrator was drawn for, and 
the lot falling on the Portuguese Arbitrator, he gave it as his opinion on the 18th, that the fact 
alleged respecting the skylight should not be verified. 

On the same day (the 18th), the Portuguese Arbitrator acting for his colleague, who was taken 
ill suddenly, it was decided, on the proposal of the British Commissioner, that the master of the 
detained vessel should reappear before the Court. 

On the 19th, the Portuguese Commissioner being present, and the British Commissioner pro- 
posing that the examination of the master of the detained vessel should be proceeded with, the former 
protested against it, and on the latter, who reserved his reply to the protest to a future opportunity, 
inquiring if it were his intention to decide the point by arbitration, the Portuguese Commissioner 
replied that he protested because the decision was albeade taken ; a course which he would not have 
pursued, if he had thought there was still time to present his opinion on the subject, and that 
although his colleague should persist in the examination, he declared that he would not rise from the 
present sitting without declaring his vote or final judgment respecting the detention of the brig 
“ Galianna,” in order not to exceed the term of two months prescribed by Annex B to the Treaty, 
and that he should earnestly entreat his colleague to do the same. : 

On this, the British Commissioner declared that he considered it to be his duty to go into the 
proposed examination, but that he was ready to remain to the last hour of that day to give verbally 
his vote respecting the sentence to be pronounced upon the detention. : 

The examination of the master accordingly took place, and the Court having agreed to strike out 
all impertinent or offensive matter from the respective written arguments addressed to it, the Portu- 
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guese Commissioner gave his vote in consequence of what had been alleged and proved, for the 
restoration of the “ Galianna,” that she should be declared a bad prize, and the captor be condemned 
in costs, &c. 

The British Commissioner gave his vote for the condemnation of the vessel, it being his opinion 
that she was destined for the Traffic in Slaves. 

In consequence of this difference of opinion, lots were drawn on the 21st, and the lot falling on 
the Portuguese Arbitrator, he proceeded to discuss the question with the British and Portuguese 
Commissioners, the former of whom called his attention particularly to that part of the Regulations 
which refer to “ some particulars” of the causes which will justify condemnation, and to the difference 
observable in the process between the measurement of the main hatchway, given by the surveying 
officer, Fonseca, and that stated in the seizor’s claim; when, after an examination of these points, he 
gave his opinion in accordance with that of the Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, restoring the “ Galianna,” and condemning the captor in costs. 

On the 22nd, this sentence, grounded on the non-existence on board of any of the indications 
Heineet out in the IXth Article of the Treaty, was published, and a copy thereof sent to the prize 
officer. 

On the 25th, the British Commissioner presented his reply to the protest of the Portuguese 
Commissioner, made on the 19th, which, it was determined, should be annexed to the process. 

On the same day (25th), the account of the interpreter employed in the case of the “ Galianna” 
amounting to 100$000 reis was received, ani that of the Marshal for the whole of the expenses he 
had been at for the prize, were called for. 

On the 6th June, this last account, amounting to 6939816 reis, was delivered in, and further a 
receipt from the said Marshal for 33$350 reis. 

On the 23rd June, the Portuguese Arbitrator having taken the place of the Portuguese Com- 
missioner, who had given in his resignation, a petition of the master and supercargo of the brig 
“ Galianna,” claiming indemnities was presented: this was communicated to the prize officer, giving 
him to the 27th to make any observations thereupon he might think proper, as well as also the 
account of the expenses of the Marshal for his information. 

On the 27th, a letter written in English from the prize officer, retransmitting the accounts, was 
returned to him to be presented in the Portuguese language by the 30th, and it was decided that the 
Marshal should be summoned gn the same day, to consider the accounts delivered in by him. 

On the 30th, accordingly, the Marshal appearing, certain items were struck out of his account, 
which was otherwise approved to the extent of 4878166 reis, and the item of the interpreter reduced 
to 603000 reis, at the same time, the full-powers of the proctor with reference to the claim presented 
were admitted. 

A letter was subsequently received from the prize officer, containing a protest: it was deter- 
mined that the same should be annexed to the process, but could not be taken into consideration, 
which was accordingly communicated to him. 

The Court then proceeded in default of the appearance of the captor, to consider the claim for 
indemnities, when the British Commissioner declared that he was ready to enter upon the examination 
of the claim so presented, but that he should always sign as overruled, because it would be a contra- 
diction on his part, having voted for the condemnation of the vessel, now to award indenmnities to her ; 
the Acting Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty then proposed that he should not 
sign overruled with regard to those items on which they might be agreed, but the furmer replied 
that he could sign no item whatever without the clause overruled, in consequence of which an arbi- 
trator was drawn for, to decide the point. 

On the 23rd June, lots were drawn, and the lot falling upon Her Britannic Majesty's Arbitrator, 
he declared, after discussing the matter with his colleagues, that he would give his opinion on 
another day. 

On this same day, a petition from the proctor for the claimant was received, praying for the 
restoration of the ship’s papers, and of the sealed letters and other papers. 

On the 7th July, the Arbitrator on the part of Her Britannic Majesty delivered his opinion on 
the difference of opinion which had arisen between the Commissioners, in the following terms, “ That 
should the Commissioners be unanimous either as to the admission or rejection of any item, it was 
obvious to him that neither of them ought to place the adjunct ‘ overruled’ to his signature.” 

On the 9th July, the British Commissioner repeated that he was ready to assist his colleague in 
the examination of the accounts presented in the claim for indemnities, and to sign any item, but with 
the addition of the word “ overruled,” not only for the reasons he had already given, but, also, as 
considering himself without any further voice in the proceedings of the brig “ Galianna ;” and on the 
Portuguese Acting Commissioner observing that the expression “again declared he was ready to 
assist” was not exactly in conformity with what they had been discussing, he declared that such was 

, the sense in which he had used the phrase “to enter on the examination,” but that to avoid any doubt 
from this moment, he declared that it was impossible for him to discuss the justness or otherwise of 
the several items: on which the Acting Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty 
declared that during the whole discussion he had understood his colleague as entering into the exami- 
nation of the accounts, and not merely as assisting at such examination, and after presenting his ideas 
as to the manner in which the Commission should act, he, the Acting Commissioner, proposed that it 
should proceed in execution of the sentence, and, in conformity with Article VII of Annex B to 
the Treaty, to award a just and complete indemnification to the brig “ Galianna,” on which the 
Commissioner on the part of Her Britannic Majesty stated that he could not accede nor be a party 
‘to the calling in of an arbitrator in this case, which he refused to do; on which the Acting Commis- 
sioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty said that he solemnly protested considering it as a 
manifest violation of the last part of Article 1V of Annex B to the Treaty: for a more detailed 
account of which, see the inclosed copy of the minute of that day (9th July). 

On the 11th, the proctor for the claimants requested a decisive reply to his petition for indem- 
nities for the capture of the “Galianna,” when the Portuguese Acting Commissioner repeated his 
proposal of the preceding day, which being alike negatived, he called for arbitration agreeably to 
Article 1V of Annex B to the Treaty, and the British Commissioner persisting in his refusal, the 
Portuguese Acting Commissioner confirmed the protest which he had already on that occasion made, 
for fuller particulars of which we beg to refer to the inclosed minute (Inclosure No. 2). The secre- 
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tary was subsequently authorized, upon the petition of the claimant’s proctor, to inform him of the 
state in which the question remained. 

On the 23rd of October, the expenses of bringing the brig “ Galianna” to adjudication, amount- 
ing to 5473166 reis, were paid by the captor. 


Qnd. The Portuguese cutter “ Graciosa.” 


On the 21st September, 1849, a letter from the Secretary-General of the Government of this 
province was received by the Mixed Commission, transmitting to it, by order of his Excellency the 
Governor-General, the official report and other papers relative to the detention of the Portuguese 
cutter “ Graciosa” by the Portuguese schooner of war “ Coustituic&o,” and upon an examination of 
the same, the Portuguese Acting Commissioner declared that the detention having taken place at a 
distance of half a mile from the Portuguese territory (as shown by the report referred to), where 
there were local Portuguese authorities existing, he was of opinion that, in view of Section 4 
of Article ITI of the Treaty, it was not lawful to adjudicate such capture by the Mixed Commis- 
sion and in virtue of the said Treaty, but that its adjudication belonged to the authorities of the 
country within the limits of whose territory the capture took place. 

To this, the British Commissioner replied, that as the documents which had been transmitted 
had not yet been verified on oath by the captor or his representative, that he proposed, as a prelimi- 
nary step, that the captor should be summoned before the Court for that purpose. 

: The Portuguese Acting Commissioner, on the contrary, considered that it was not competent to 
the Commission to commence any proceedings whatever, and that it had consequently no authority to 
require the oath of the captor, which could not be demanded before the process was instituted, and 
made a counter-proposal to the effect that the papers should be returned to his Excellency the 
Governor-General, the Mixed Commission being incompetent to adjudicate in the case of the 
detention of the cutter. 

The British Commissioner, seeing that his colleague would not accede to his proposal, called for 
arbitration to decide the point of difference between them, reserving to himself after that should be 
decided, to give his opinion with respect to the counter-proposal of his colleague. 

On the 25th September, lots were drawn, when the lot fell on the British Arbitrator, who 
declared he would give his opinion on another day. 

On the 26th, he accordingly did so, deciding that the captor or his representative should be 
summoned to ratify on oath his official report in the usual manner. 

On the 27th, the prize officer appeared, and having ratified on oath the documents respecting 
the capture of the Portuguese cutter “ Graciosa,” the British Commissioner said, that though he saw 
no inconvenience in the Commission taking cognizance of the case of the “ Graciosa,” inasmuch as it 
had been submitted to it by the supreme authority, still as his colleague persisted in his counter-pro- 
posal, he did not hesitate to accede to the same, seeing that it had been confirmed on oath, that the 
cutter had been detained within the distance of half amile from the shore ; and it was decided in con- 
sequence, that the papers should be retransmitted with the declaration that the detention of the cutter 
had taken place at half a mile’s distance from the Portuguese territory, where there were Portuguese 
local authorities existing, and that consequently it was not competent to the Commission to take 
cognizance of her. 


B.—ConpiTIon oF THE LiBERATED NEGROES. 


Ist. The four negroes liberated by sentence of the 29th March, 1845, continue in the service of 
the Portuguese squadron. 

2nd. The twenty negroes liberated by sentence of 27th March, 1848, continue in the service 
of Valentine Jozé Pereira and Antonio Jozé Lopez Soeiro, agreeably to indentures of the 13th April 
of the same year. 


C.—INFORMATION RESPECTING THE TREATMENT AND ProGress oF THE LIBERATED 
NEGROES. 


Ist. The four negroes in the service of the Portuguese squadron are rated second-class boys, 
and the Commission is informed that their treatment is the same as that received by the white boys 
of the same class; that they are well satisfied with their condition, as is also their commander with 
their conduct. 

2nd. ‘The twenty negroes confided by indentures to Valentine Jozé Pereira and Antonio Jozé 
Lopez Soeiro, are, the Commission is informed, well treated; two of them are profitably engaged as 
masons, and their conduct is in general good. 

We have, &c. 
GEORGE JACKSON, 
Commissioner on the part of Her Britannic Majesty. 
GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 72. 


Minute of Session of the Mixed Commission at Loanda, July 9, 1849. 
Extract.) 


ON the Portuguese Arbitrator proposing that they should proceed to the examination of the 
items of indemnities claimed by the Master and Supercargo of the Portuguese brig “‘ Galianna,” 
the British Commissioner repeated that he was ready to assist with his colleague, the Acting 
Portuguese Commissioner, in the examination of the claim presented, and to sign whatever 
decision his colleague might come to respecting the same, always, however, with the addition of the 
word “overruled ;” not only because it would be a manifest contradiction on his part, were he to 
award indemnities for a vessel which he had already declared, in his vote of the 19th ultimo, 
should, in his opinion, have been adjudged to be a good prize, together with all her cargo, but also 
because he considered himself to have no longer any vote in the process of the brig “ Galianna,” 
in consequence of the difference of opinion that there had been between the Commissioner of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty and himself respecting the sentence to be pronounced in the case of that 
brig, and on account also of the sentence itself passed by the aforesaid Commissioner, and by the 
Arbitrator of Her Most Faithful Majesty (the latter having been chosen by lot, on the difference 
of opinion arising between the two Commissioners), and signed by him, the British Commissioner, 
as overruled. 

The Portuguese Commissioner here observed that the expression “ repeated that he was ready 
to assert” was not exactly in conformity with what they had been discussing, the which was “to 
enter on an examination.” On this the British Commissioner declared that the sense in which he 
used the phrase “to enter on the examination,” was to assist therein with his colleague ; a sense 
which, it appeared to him, must be sufticiently evident, from his refusal to sign any item whatever 
without the addition of the word “overruled.” ‘To avoid, however, any doubt from this moment, he 
declared that it was impossible for him, for the reasons already given, to discuss the justice or 
injustice of the several items. 

On this, the Portuguese Arbitrator said that he solemnly averred that he had always under- 
stood his colleague, the British Commissioner, as ready to enter into an examination of the claim, 
and not merely to assist at such examination. That he now, however, perceived that his colleague 
declined to enter on the examination and to discuss, for the reasons assigned by him, the claim in 
question, and it therefore became his duty to state his views in this respect, namely, that the sen- 
tence acquitting the Portuguese brig “‘ Galianna,” and condemning the captor to pay the expenses, 
&c., having been passed, he, the Arbitrator, considered that, in conformity with Article VII of 
Annex B ‘to the Treaty, it behoved the Mixed Commission to take cognizance of, and to adjudi- 
cate upon, without appeal, all claims for indemnities, &c., and that such Commission, being com- 
posed, agreeably to Article I of Annex B, of two Commissioners and two Arbitrators (one of the 
latter being to officiate only in the case of a difference of opinion), the Commission composed of the 
two Commissioners was the only competent one to take cognizance of such claims; besides which, 
he. the Arbitrator, was of opinion that Article VII of the Treaty imposed on the Commissioners 
the duty of entering on the examination of the aforesaid claim, in order that the indemnity may be 
just and complete ; because the only question now is, that the indemnity should be, as aforesaid, 
just and complete, and that he, the Arbitrator, considered that, by the refusal of his colleague to 
enter upon such examination, and even by his declaration that he looked upon himself as no longer 
having any vote in the case in question, Article VII failed in being carried into effect, and this 
must be clearly inferred from that part of Article IV of Annex B, where, specifying the point of 
difference, it says, ‘or with respect to the indemnification to be allowed,” which very clearly indi- 
cates that a difference of opinion between the two Commissioners may take place as to the amount 
of the indemnification, and ending by requesting the attention of his colleague to the above points. 

To this the British Commissioner replied that the Court which acquitted the brig “ Gali- 
anna,” decreeing the captor to pay all charges, expenses, and losses occasioned by the detention 
and trial of that vessel, was composed of the Commissioner ard Arbitrator on the part of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty (the latter having been drawn by lot on the occasion of the difference which 
occurred between the two Commissioners), and of the British Commissioner, overruled :—Article 
IV of Annex B declares that the final decision shall be pronounced conformably to the opinion of 
the majority of the three, é. e. of the two Commissioners and of the Arbitrator so drawn. The 
British Commissioner has already signed as overruled the primary sentence, and is no less ready to 
sign with the same reserve any additional decision in this case which may be presented to him; if, 
therefore, the sentence in all its parts fails to be carried into effect, it is not to the British Com- 
missioner that this can be attributed. ‘The Portuguese Arbitrator replied, that it is not a question 
of the sentence which his colleague had already signed as overruled, but of the execution of one 
part of the same, which, by the provisions of Article VIL of Annex B should be treated subse- 
quently to the sentence, namely, the adjudging a just and complete indemnification of all the costs 
of the suit, &c.—that, in order to enable his colleague to sign as overruled in this case, there must 
be a greater number of votes to constitute a disagreement; and, further, that there should be the 
expression of an opinion on the part of his colleague, and that, in the present state of the question, 
neither the one nor the other of these circumstances occur; he could not, therefore, refrain from 
insisting and asking his colleague to concur in the examination of these accounts in the same 
manner us he had concurred in that of those of the Marshal for expenses incurred up to the date of 
the sentence in bringing the vessel to adjudication, as well as in the decision taken, that the captor, 
or his representative, should pay the amount of them, since he, the Arbitrator, considered such to 
be the provisions of Article VII of Annex B. 

The British Commissioner replied, that he was sorry not to be able to refrain from persisting 
in his refusal to concur, as an active party in the examination of the accounts; that, with regard to 
the accounts of the Marshal, they were incurred by order of the Commission, and in virtue of an 
agreement made with that officer; and with respect to the other expenses, the payment of which 
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was required of the captor, they were, as stated by his colleague, occasioned by bringing the vessel 
to adjudication, and that consequently both the one and the other were the result of her acquittal. 

The Arbitrator, on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, stated that he was very sorry his 
colleague should persist so absolutely in his refusal, and that, having presented his ideas as to the 
mode of proceeding of this Commission in the case in question, he should not also have declared what 
were his ideas as to the mode of proceeding of the Commission in that case; he, the Arbitrator, 
therefore proposed that the Mixed Commission, composed of the two Commissioners or of him who 
is acting as such, should proceed to adjudge, with the means established by the Treaty, a just and 
complete indemnification to the prize brig “ Galianna,” for all the costs of suit, &c., in execution of 
the sentence, and in conformity with Article VII of Annex B,—this being, in the opinion of the 
said Arbitrator, the only course for the commission to follow in the case of indemnities to vessels 
acquitted in this tribunal: to which the British Commissioner replied, that it was not for him to 
offer his ideas according to the wishes of his colleague respecting a circumstance so unexpected 
and unforeseen as that in which the Commission finds itself placed by the withdrawal, in the present 
stage of the process, of the Commission on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, but that it 
appears to him to be one of those cases not foreseen in the Treaty, which can only be decided by 
referring it to the respective Governments; and that, therefore, referring to what he had previously 
more than once declared, he was sorry not to be able to agree in the above proposal of the 
Portuguese Arbitrator, who, still persisting in the same, declared that he should have recourse to 
the remedy of drawing by lot an arbitrator:—on which the British Commissioner, seeing the 
opinion he had already given, said he could not assent to nor take part in the calling of an 
arbitrator in this case, and on the Portuguese Arbitrator desiring his colleague to declare if, in 
view of the above, he refused to draw by lot with him, the name of one of the arbitrators to decide 
this disagreement, he, the British Commissioner, declared, that if the sentence had been limited to 
the acquittal of the vessel, and had the question of indemnification proceeded only from the 
claimants, he should have had no hesitation whatever in entering upon the examination and 
discussing such claim, because that would then be new matter, but that the sentence having 
embraced the indemnification, he found himself compelled to refuse, as he now did, because he 
considered that the means alluded to in the latter part of Article IV of Annex B—that of drawing 
by lot the name of an arbitrator—is not applicable to the case; to which the Portuguese Arbitrator 
said that, not wishing by any means to enter into an analysis of the sentence, he yet could not but 
declare that he observed that the indemnification, &c. had been petitioned for by the claimants in 
their defence, and that his colleague had offered no opposition to the mode of adjudication; on the 
contrary, he had rather acted in conformity with the system laid down in the regulations for the 
Commissioners for carrying into effect the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the 
Traffic in Slaves, proposed by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, and which that of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty had ordered to be adopted as far as it might be practicable, it being certain 
that in such Regulations there is no rule whatever which opposed itself to the means which the 
Portuguese Arbitrator was desirous of having recourse to : he, therefore, the Arbitrator, acting as 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, said, further, that he protested solemnly, 
being of opinion that there was a manifest violation of the latter part of Article IV of Annex B to 
the Treaty, depriving him of the means therein established of having recourse to arbitration in order 
to decide the mode of proceeding in this respect of the Commission. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 72. 


Minute of Session of the Mixed Commission, July 11, 1849. 
(Extract.) 


ON the proctor for the captain and supercargo of the Portuguese brig ‘ Galianna,” requesting 
that any decision that might be come to respecting his petition for indemnification should be 
notified to him, the Portuguese Acting Commissioner again proposed to the British Commissioner 
that the Mixed Commission, composed of the two Commissioners, or of him who was acting as 
Commissioner, should proceed to adjudge, with the means established by the Treaty, a just and 
complete indemnification to the Portuguese brig ‘“ Galianna,” for all the costs of suit in execution 
of the sentence, and in conformity to Article VII of Annex B, this being the only course, in the 
opinion of the Portuguese Acting Commissioner, that the Commission has to follow in the case of 
indemnities, &c., to vessels acquitted in this Court; on which the British Commissioner replied 
that he referred to the reasons already given at the preceding sitting, for being still unable to assent 
to the proposal of his worthy colleague, but that, with respect to the request of the aforesaid proctor, 
he was ready to agree with his colleague in making the proper notification required. 

The Portuguese Acting Commissioner then said that, as his colleague did not agree to the pro- 
posal made by him, the Acting Commissioner, and being of opinion that that proposal was founded 
on the provisions of the ‘Treaty, he invoked the last part of Article IV of Annex B, in order that 
lots might be duly drawn, and an arbitrator chosen to decide the disagreement, and requested his 
colleague to consent to this measure; to which the latter replied that, with all respect for 
his colleague, he could only again refer to his previous answers, given the 9th instant, to the same 
proposal, on which the Portuguese Acting Commissioner begged that the British Commissioner 
would declare whether he fersisted, as his answer gave it to be understood, in refusing to draw by 
Jot an arbitrator to decide the point of disagreement. 

The British Commissioner declared in reply, that he had already expressed himself as clearly 
and precisely as it was possible for him to do; and finally that he confirmed all he had said on the 
9th instant, and had nothing more to add. On this the Acting Portuguese Commissioner declared 
that he solemnly ratified the protest that he had made at the above sitting of the 9th instant. 





LOANDA. - 69 


No. 73. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received June 10.) 


My Lord, Loanda, March 28, 1850. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
despatch of the 28th December, 1849, conveying to us the decision of the Law 
Officer of the Crown as to the admissibility of fresh evidence after publication 
has passed. 

9 With regard to the propriety of calling in an arbitrator, in case of a 
difference of opinion arising between the two Commissioners on this point, to 
which your Lordship in your above-mentioned despatch further refers, we beg 
leave to observe, that on the occasion in question, the Court, as then composed, 
namely, of Her Majesty's Commissioner and the Portuguese Acting 
Commissioner, was unanimous in admitting the fresh evidence required; and 
that it was only upon the Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, having recovered from his indisposition, and rcturning to the court 
the following day, that he protested against a decision already come to during 
his absence. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 74. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 10.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, March 80, 1850. 


1. HAVING, in our annual report, spoken pointedly of the absence of any 
cruizer on these coasts bearing the United States’ flag, we have the greater 
satisfaction in being now able to inform your Lordship that an American 10 gun 
brig, the “ Perry,” Lieutenant Foote commanding, arrived at this port last week, 
having left the United States in December. 

2. Lieutenant Foote called the day after his arrival on Her Majesty’s Com- 
missioner, and stated in the most explicit and unreserved manner, his regret at the 
abuse which has latterly been made of the American flag on this coast, 
and his great desire to obtain every information on the subject, and to use his 
utmost endeavours to put a stop to it. 

3. In reply to the inquiry whether, at the time of his sailing from the 
United States, his Government had been aware of the extent to which this abuse 
had been carried on, and whether he had been sent by them to this southern 
part of the coast expressly in consequence of such knowledge, he said no, but 
that he had been dispatched by the American Commodore from the Cape Verdes, 
after a communication which the latter had had with Commodore Fanshawe. 

4. Lieutenant Foote is the son of Governor Foote, formerly a distinguished 
member from Massachusetts in both Houses of Legislature, and Governor of that 
State. He expressed a desire to be made acquainted with every particular 
concerning a question in which, as he said, the honour and good faith of his 
country, no less than the interests of humanity, were so deeply engaged,—in 
order the better to enable him, in the report which he was preparing to make to 
his Government, to point out the mischief in all its bearings, and the most 
effectual mode of correcting it. 





No. 75. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 1, 1850. 
1. I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, at a meeting summoned 
by him on the 22nd ultimo, Her Majesty’s Arbitrator informed the Mixed 
British and Portuguese Commission established in this city, that he had received 
your Lordship’s permission to return to England for the recovery of his health, 
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and further, that in a letter addressed to its secretary, under yesterday’s date, 
he notified to the Court that, being on that day about to embark for England, 
his functions as British Arbitrator in the above Commission ceased temporarily 
from that date, viz., 3lst March, 1850. 

2. In accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s des- 
patch of Ist November, 1848, the place of British Arbitrator will not be 
filled until an occasion shall occur when the services of an acting arbitrator on 
the part of Her Majesty shall be required ; consequently, all despatches addressed 
to your Lordship, and all other documents emanating from the British branch of 
the Mixed Commission will, unless when such excepted case may arise, bear no 
other signature than that of Her Majesty’s Commissioner during the absence of 
Mr. Gabriel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 76. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 12, 1850. 

1. I DID not fail to take the first opportunity of pressing on the attention 
of the Portuguese Acting Commissioner the subject of your Lordship’s despatch 
of 11th June, 1849, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, the receipt of 
which they had the honour of acknowledging in their despatch of this year. 

2. 1 now beg leave to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
translated extracts of the minutes of the Court on the two occasions on which 
the mode of payment of the Marshal has been recently discussed, by which | 
your Lordship will see, first, that, on the 23rd January last, I communicated 
to the Portuguese Acting Commissioner your Lordship’s despatch, urging 
strongly on his consideration the purport of it for the immediate adoption of 
the Court, but that he declined, on that occasion, giving any immediate 
answer; secondly, that, not having received any on the 26th March, I again 
reverted to the subject, when he replied that, should any fresh case arise, he 
was prepared to continue the provisional arrangement agreed to by his late 
colleague in the case of the launch ‘ Fortuna,” which that Commissioner had 
reported to his Government at the time, but that he (the Acting Commissioner) 
could not take upon himself, without express authority from Lisbon, to give a 
decisive opinion ona point which forms no part either of the Treaty itself or 
of the Regulations for the guidance of the Commissioners appointed to carry it 
into effect. 

3. On the 11th instant, there having been frequent arrivals from Lisbon 
of late, and no instructions announced from thence on this head, I again urged 
my Portuguese colleague to apply for specific instructions on the subject, which 
he promised to do without loss of time. : 

4. Your Lordship will be pleased to observe further, that the report made 
to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury upon this subject by 
their Lordships’ advising counsel, was submitted by me to the Portuguese 
Acting Commissioner, in eztenso. And I trust you will be of opinion that I 
have done all in my power to fulfil your Lordship’s instruction to Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners, “that they should use their best endeavours to induce their 
Portuguese colleagues to acquiesce in the view of this matter taken by Her 
Majesty’s Government, namely, that the Marshal should be remunerated by 
fees, instead of being remunerated by a fixed salary.” 

5. In conclusion, while I hesitate not to express my entire concurrence in 
the general view taken of this question in the report made to the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Treasury by their Lordships’ advising counsel, I may be 
allowed to observe, with reference to that paragraph in which that gentleman 
says “that it appears to him that the Commissioners have misunderstood the 
objects of the Treaty,” that the circumstance of the Portuguese Naval Officers 
deriving no pecuniary benefit in case of condemnation, was never adduced by 
Her Majesty’s Commissioncrs as a reason why these officers ought not to incur 
any expenses in case of restitution, but was pointed out mercly as one of the 
causes which, in the absence of positive instructions from the Portuguese 
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Government, made it more difficult for the Commissioners on the part of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty to acquiesce in the system pursued at Sierra Leone with 
reference to the payment of a Marshal. 

6. Further than this, I, for my part (and I believe I may say the same on 
the part of my colleague), had certainly no idea of going; and so far from con- 
templating any relaxation in the feature common to all the Treaties for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade which fixes responsibility on the captors, I have 
ever deprecated the idea that their interest should be allowed the slightest 
weight in the decisions of the respective Commissions, in any question whatever 
on which they may be called upon to pronounce an opinion. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) “GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 76. 


Minute of Session of the Mixed Commission, March 26, 1850. 


(Extract.) _(Translation.) 

THE British Commissioner presented a despatch from his Government, dated the 11th June, 
1849, inclosing the copy of a report made to the Lords Commissioners of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Treasury, by their advising counsel, on the mode of payment of the Marshal, and. ordering the 
British Commissioners to use their best endeavours to induce their Portuguese colleagues to acquiesce 
in the view of this matter taken by Her Britannic Majesty’s Government; viz., that the Marshal 
should be remunerated by fees, instead of being remunerated by a fixed salary. 

The British Commissioner on this occasion communicated the above report in extenso to his 
Portuguese colleague, urging him to take it into due and immediate consideration; to which he 
replied that he was ready to give it his best attention, but that he regretted he could not come to 
any decision upon it forthwith, inasmuch as not being aware of what the Commissioner on the part 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty had submitted to his Government on this subject, it was necessary 
for him to examine the correspondence that had taken place respecting it. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 76. 


Minute of Session of the Mized Commission, January 23, 1850. 
ee (Translation.) 

THE British Commissioner, referring to the promise made to him by his colleague on the 28rd 
January, to examine into what had been submitted to his Government respecting the mode of 
paying the Marshal, inquired whether he (the Acting Portuguese Commissioner) was prepared to 
acquiesce in his (the British Commissioner's) proposal on this head, or to give a definitive answer 
respecting it; inasmuch as, since that date, several vessels had arrived from Lisbon: to which the 
Acting Portuguese Commissioner replied, that the late Portuguese Commissioner had written officially 
to his Government, submitting to their consideration and approval the system of payment of the 
Marshal which had been provisionally agreed upon between himself and the British Commissioner ; 
but that up to this date no answer had been received, he (the Acting Portuguese Commissioner) 
therefore would not hesitate, on his part, should any new case arise, in adopting the provisional 
system above referred to for the payment of the Marshal, which he would again submit to his 
Government, deeming it impossible for him, without their special authority, to express a decisive 
opinion on a matter which is not expressed in the Treaty, and of which the Regulations for the 
Commissioners make no mention. 





No. 77. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 12, 1850. 


I HAVE submitted to the consideration of the Acting Commissioner on 
the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, the question which forms the subject of 
your Lordship’s instruction of the 21st October last, relative to the extent of 
the duties of an Arbitrator, when once drawn; and I have the honour herewith to 
transmit, for your information, extracts in original and translation from the 
minutes of the Court on the 27th and 30th March and 11th instant, by which 
your Lordship will see that the Portuguese Acting Commissioner on this, as on 
every other occasion, declines to take upon himself any responsibility, and 
appears to have made up his mind to wait in every case for instructions, before 
he will agree definitively to any arrangement proposed to him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 77. 


Minute of Session of the Mized Commission, March 27, 1850. 
(Extract.) 
(Translation.) 

THE British Commissioner stated that, having informed his Government of what had occurred 
relative to the drawing the name of an Arbitrator by lot, on the different occasions on which a 
diversity of opinion occurred between the respective Commissioners in the course of the process of 
the Portuguese brig “ Galianna,” he had been instructed in reply, that he had not pursued a right 
course in drawing lots for an Arbitrator after the Portuguese Arbitrator had once been chosen to act 
in the case, and that he, the British Commissioner, should be guided by the rule laid down in the 
report of the King’s Advocate, as communicated to His Majesty's Commissiqners at Rio do Janeiro, 
under date the 4th July, 1831; viz., that the Commissioner of Arbitration having been once chosen 
in a particular case, is the proper person to whom all subsequent matters of dispute in the same case 
oucht to be referred. This report of the King’s Advocate the British Commissioner submitted to his 
colleague; adding, thaf the Minister of Her Britannic Majesty at Lisbon had received orders to 
request that corresponding instructions might be issued to the Portuguese Commissioners, and pro- 
posed that the Commission should forthwith adopt the same for their futuro rule and guidance; to 
which the Acting Portuguese Commissione: replied that he would take the proposal of his colleague 
into due consideration, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 77. 


Minute of Session of the Mized Commission, March 30, 1850. 
(Extract.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Portuguese Acting Commissioner said, that having paid every consideration and attention 
to the proposal made by his colleague the British Commissioner, in the sitting of the 27th instant, 
that he should forthwith adopt the rule, that an Arbitrator once chosen is the proper person to whom 
all subsequent matters in dispute in the same case should be submitted—a proposal which he, the 
British Commissioncr, grounded on the despatch from his Government, and the opinion of the Law 
Officer of the Crown therein inclosed—now offers to the consideration of his colleague tho following 
observations :— 

Ist. That this proposal being of a nature to fix as an invariable rule a point which is not men- 
tioned in the Treaty, it appears to him, the Acting Commissioner, that the concurrence of the two 
Governments is necessary in order to establish a system reciprocally and pesmanently obligatory on 
the Commission, and parties coming before it. 

This may be inferred from the despatch itself from Her Britannic Majesty's Government, wherein 
it is said that orders have been sent to its Minister at Lisbon to request that corresponding instruc- 
tions may be issued to the Portuguese members of the Commission. : 

2nd. That up to this date, he, the Acting Commissioner, had received no instructions whatever 
on this head; but that, considering the time that had elapsed since the British Government had 
issued the aforesaid orders to its Minister at Lisbon, such instructions might be expected shortly. 

3rd. Finally, that this being a matter of opinion, he, the Acting Commissioner, considered that 
to establish a positive rule on this head, would be to exceed the authority which the Treaty gave 
lim, and that any one who might eventually succeed him, might be justified in entertaining a 
different opinion, and in withholding his assent to such rule. He, the Acting Commissioner, there- 
fore, requested his colleague, on consideration of what he had now submitted, to suspend his proposal 
till such time as instructions might arrive from the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty on 
this point; assuring his colleague that if in the meantime any case should arise for adjudication, he 
would be ready, urged by a necessity which does not now exist, to declare, before proceedings should 
be instituted, his opinion respecting the mode of proceeding to be followed by the Commission in 
such a case. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 77. 


Minute of Session of the Mixed Commission, April 11, 1850. 
(Extract.) 
(Translation.) 


WITH reference to the sitting of the 30th March, he, the British Commissioner, stated that 
the orders received from his Government, concerning the rule with respect to an Arbitrator, once 
chosen, were so pusitive, that he regretted he could not acquiesce in the request of his colleague to 
suspend the proposal he had made to him on this head, which he was the less able to do, as the 
answer he had returned only committed him, the Acting Commissioner, to give his opinion as to the 
mode of proceeding which it might be proper for the Commission to pursue should any new case 
arise. He deemed it necessary to make this declaration, it being impossible for him, should any such 
arise, to follow any other rule than that established by the instructions of his Government on this 
point, and that it would be for his colleague to use tis own discretion as to the proper time to 
declare definitively his views on this subject. 
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No. 78. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 15, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
the copy of a letter addressed by the Honourable Captain Hastings to the 
Registrar of the Court of Mixed Commissior, together with a translated extract 
from its minutes, on occasion of the same being laid before it; declaring that 
it could not take cognizance of a representation directed against a final sentence 
already pronounced by the Court. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 78. 
Captain the Honourable G. F. Hastings to the Secretary of the Mixed Commission. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, April 5, 1850. 

I BEG to inclose you a copy of a semi-official communication signed by the British Commis- 
sioner, forwarded to me by Arthur Fanshawe, Esq., British Commodore and Commander-in-chief of 
Her Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels employed on the west coast of Africa. 

In transmitting this semi-official communication for the information of the Mixed Commission, 
which will explain my reason for now addressing you, I would beg to observe, that from the very 
small number of vessels under my orders, and the important duties I have to perform in suppressin 
the Slave Trade, prevents my attending in person before the Court, as requested by the British 
Commissioner, without the express sanction of my Commander-in-chief, and further, as I have 
no person under my command who understands the Portuguese language sufficiently well to attend 
in my behalf, nor have I been enabled to obtain any resident in this province to whom I could 
commit the case. I am necessarily compelled to refrain from making any further objections against 
sentence being passed touching the indemnities to be awarded on this occasion, than those already 
stated in my protest, dated the 19th October, 1849, on the occasion of my defraying the expenses 
incurred by the Court in bringing the “ Galianna” to trial, save and except that the owner of the 
aforesaid vessel, Antonio Felix de Souza, is a son of the late M. de Souza, better known by the 
mame of Charchar, resident for many years at Whydah, in the Bights of Benin, whose sole 
occupation and trade there was, it is notorious, that of a slave-dealer, assisted by his sons: that 
Antonio Felix de Souza, who appeared as the owner of the “Galianna,” cannot prove himself to 
be a Portuguese subject; and that, although the “ Galianna” was sailing under the Portuguese 
flag, and with Portuguese papers, the crew were mostly Brazilians, and therefore not entitled to 
Portuguese protection, 

I would respectfully urge upon the Court, before awarding the indémnities prayed for, that 
they should receive further proof of the owner of the “ Galianna” being a Portuguese subject, as 
the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal awards indemnities only to known subjects of those 
countries whose vessels may have been illegally detained by the cruizers. 

I purpose transmitting a copy of this letter to the British Commander-in-chicf, requesting him 
to lay the same before the British Government, for their consideration; and therefore I leave, with 
this statement, the settlement of the matter in the hands of the Mixed Commission Court established 
in this city. 

I Gaal the Commissioners will hold me excused, for the reasons before stated, in not attending 
in person before their Court. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 78. 


Minute of Session of the Mixed Commsssion, July 11, 1849. 
(Translation.) 


THE Secretary laid before the Commissioners a letter dated the 5th instant, which he had 
received from the Honourable Captain George Fowler Hastings, of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam- 
frigate “ Cyclops,” in which, referring to a semi-official communication of the British Commissioner, 
which he had received through the mcdium of Commodore Fanshawe, Commander-in-chief of the 
British Naval Forces on this coast, he submits to the consideration of the Court certain observations 
with a view to oppose the concession of indemnities to the Portuguese brig “ Galianna,” when, 
after a declaration on the part of the British Commissioner, that the communication in question was 
made by him solely in his individual capacity of British Commissioner (as may be seen by reference 
to the same), and not in the name of the Court; and further, that he had not requested the attend- 
ance of the captor before the Court, the Court determined that it could not take cognizance of such 
observations, relating, as they did, to a matter already decided by the sentence which restored the 
brig “ Galianna.” 
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No. 79. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 15.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 1, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that in a recent conversation 
with the Governor-General of this province, his Excellency informed me, in 
answer to a question put to him by me, that the vessel which formed the subject 
of the despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of the 10th October last, the 
“ Joaquina,” formerly the “ Etna,” not having re-appeared in this port within 
the given time allowed for her passage to the South and back, thesccurities had 
been called upon for the amount of their bond, and that they had paid the sum 
of 3 contos, or between 5001. and 6001. 

2. I mentioned, as a matter of public notoriety, that this vessel, on leaving 
this port for the last time in October, had shipped a cargo of slaves, which she is 
known to have landed safely in the Brazils ; but his Excellency professed entire 
ignorance of that fact, and declined to give me any further particulars relating 
to the bond which had been entered into for her return to this port, beyond the 
admission that it had been forfeited and the money paid. 

3. The bond in question was given, not under the provisions of the Decree 
of the 10th December, 1836, but in virtue of a regulation established by the late 
Governor-General, Captain da Cunha, for the purpose of keeping a stricter watch 
over coasting vessels, and was given in the Secretary-General’s Office ; whereas 
the bond required in fulfilment of that decree is passed in the custom-house, and 
is exacted in the case of ships clearing out for a foreign port. 

4. An unusual circumstance lately occurred with regard to a vessel of this 
description, and which is said to have been captured by one of Her Majesty’s 
cruizers. 

5. The “ Alipede,” a Portuguese brigantine, sailed hence for Bahia in the 
month of May, and on her arrival at that place returned the bond under which 
she had left this port to the collector of the customs here, in order to its being 
cancelled. 

6. Under what circumstances she commenced her subsequent voyage from 
Bahia, and whether or no she changed, or pretended to change owners—a suppo- 
sition put forward to account for the return of the bond—was not at first stated ; 
but I have since heard that a certificate from the Portuguese Consul at that port 
of a transfer having been made has been forwarded, though into what hands the 
vessel passed does not appear. . 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 80. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 15.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, April 1, 1850. 


1. I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the Juiz de Direito 
informs me that the sentence pronounced by him in the case of the “ Aurora,” 
as well as that passed on the crew of the launch “ Fortuna,” the one reported 
in the despatch of Her Majesty's Commissioners, October 25, 1848, the other 
in their despatch of January 22, 1849, have been on appeal to Lisbon, returned 
to him with orders to recommence proceedings in those several cases, on account 
of certain informalities which appeared on the face of them. 

2. These are in themselves trivial, and in no wise affect the merits of the 
case as regards Slave ‘Traffic, and are of intcrest only as showing the practical 
effect which the course now enjoined on the legal authorities here (as reported 
in the despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of June 3, 1848), has in 
subjecting slave-traffickers to a heavy punishment far more severely felt by them 
than would be any pecuniary mulct whatever. 

3. In the case of the launch “ Fortuna,” in which the sentence is now for 
the second time appealed against, this falls on individuals, Cabenda men, who, 
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from their native habits, ignorance and dependence on their employers, are 
perhaps less deserving of aggravated punishment; but it reaches also in the 
case of the “ Aurora” two white men, who for the last two years have been 
deprived of their liberty, and who will now, even though they be again 
acquitted, continue to be so deprived till a further appeal to Lisbon shall be 
decided. f 

4. Proceedings also are in course against the crew of the “ Esperanza,” 
captured last autumn by a Portuguese cruizer, and whose confinement must 
necessarily be a protracted one, whatever may be the sentence pronounced in this 
case. 

5. In this vessel some individuals were embarked who, having been captured 
by one of Her Majesty’s cruizers and landed on the coast, reckoned on a ready 
passage back to the Brazils, and who are thus subjected to the same lengthened 
imprisonment. 

6. The bitter complaints and remonstrances these persons are constantly 
addressing to the Juiz de Direito show how heavily they feel this, and if only 
the system of letting such prisoners be at large on bail were done away with, 
and a close imprisonment enforced, the measures pursued by the Portuguese 
Government against those engaged in Slave Traffic when once a capture is 
made, would prove, there can be little doubt, very efficient ; the misfortune is 
that the captures are so few. 

7. Could all taken by British cruizers be dealt with in the same way, more 
would be done to deter men from entering on Slave Trade voyages than, per- 
haps, by any other measure which could be devised. 

8. But on this and every other particular connected with the question of 
Slave Trade, your Lordship will have the opportunity of deriving the fullest 
information personally from my colleague Mr. Gabriel, than whom it would be 
difficult perhaps to find any one more competent from his long acquaintance 
with and residence on the coast, and the attention he has paid to the subject in 
all its bearings, to give Her Majesty's Government a clearer insight into the 
whole question as it now presents itself. 





No. 81. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 15.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 1, 1850. 

1. THE last arrival from Lisbon brought the account of the reappointment 
of the present Governor of Benguela for a further term of three years after the 
termination of the period of service for which he holds his present Governorship. 

2. Your Lordship may probably be already informed of this circumstance, 
but the wording of the decree, still more than the nomination itself, appears so 
remarkable, and has excited so much attention among those in whose memories 
the recollection of what occurred last autumn with respect to the United States’ 
brig “ Imogen’”’ is still fresh, that I have thought it ght to transmit to your 
Lordship a copy of it, as it appeared in this “Boletim,” with a free translation 
of the same for your information, in case it should not have been previously 
brought under your notice. 

4. The news of this appointment is still more inopportune at this moment, 
from the circumstance of the recent capture by Her Majesty’s brig “ Water- 
witch,” of a vessel with a large cargo of slaves on board, shipped, it is said, in 
the vicinity of Benguela. 

: T have, &c. 
" (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


Inclosure in No. 81. 


Royal Decree. 


(Translation.) Palace of the Necessidades, November 17, 1849. 
TAKING into consideration the proposal submitted to me by the Governor-General of Angola, 

in his despatch of August last, setting forth the good services performed by Francisco Tavares 

d’Almcida, in his character of Governor of Bengucla, to which office 1 was pleased to appoint him 
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in 1848; and in the hope that he will not decline to continue to be useful to his country, by 
rendering similar services in the aforesaid Government, I have been pleased to promote him to the 
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, on condition that he continue in the Government of Benguela for three 
yon longer after the expiration of the term of his present appointment, reckoned from the date of 


is landing at Loanda. 
(Signed) THE QUEEN. 
Tue VisconDE bE CAsTELLOEs. 


aT ee Ne Le ee eet eee 
No. 82. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 15.) 


My Lord, Loanda, April 1, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of the report made by the 
Curator of Liberated Negroes to the Board of Superintendence, for the quarter 
ended on the 31st March, 1850, from which your Lordship will see that the 
condition of the twenty negroes subject to his inspection continues to be as 
satisfactory as at the date of his previous report. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure in No. 82. 
Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


(Translation. ) St. Paul de Loanda, April 1, 1850. 


THE Curator of Liberated Negroes has the honour to report to the Board of Superintendence 
for the said negroes, that having visited several times in the course of the first quarter of the present 
zor the twenty negroes confided to the partners Valentine Jozé Pereira ae Antonio Jozé Lopez 

eiro, he found,— 

1st. That these twenty negroes were well treated. 

2nd. That fifteen of them, viz.,— 


Felix Calombe, André, 

Jorge Moonge, Jacintho Ganga, 

Pedro de Quigama, Matheus, 

Marcos Ganga, Alvaro Bange, 

Vicente, Sebastino do Congo, 
Lourengo Miluange, Germano Dalla, 

Elizio, Sebastino de Canandula, 


Eusebio Catraio, 

continued employed in the erection of a soap manufactory. 

8rd. That the liberto Thimoteo Calecute was being treated for incidental sickness. 

4th. That the libertos Joao de Ambaca and Joéo de Calanda were learning with advantage 
the trade of stone-masons. 

5th, That the liberto Pedro de Loando continued to work as a cooper. 

6th. That the liberto Agostinho Cacullo was employed as gardener. 

7th. Finally, that the general behaviour of the said libertos was good. 

(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
Curator. 





No. 83. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 27.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 15, 1850. 


1. I HAVE just heard that a vessel sails hence to-morrow for Lisbon; 
she is, however, considered to be so dull a sailer, that I should not, under 
ordinary circumstances, have thought of writing by her, but should have waited 
for a Government ship, which is to be dispatched in a few days. 

2. But lest by chance a rumour should reach your Lordship, through any 
other channel, of what has recently occurred in the affairs of this Mixed Com- 
mission, I think it right, in anticipation of my more detailed report, to inform 
you that, on the 4th instant, I received a letter from Dr. Catella (of whose 
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resignation of the office of Commissioner your Lordship was informed in the 
despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 16th June, 1849), of which 
Ihave the honour to inclose herewith a translated copy, together with a copy of 
the answer which I lost no time in returning to it. 

3. This has led to a lengthened correspondence between Dr. Catella, the 
Arbitrator on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and myself, which [ shall 
have the honour to lay before your Lordship by the next opportunity. 

4. By the present there is not time to do more than state the result in a 
few words, viz., that Dr. Catella, who has received no fresh diploma from his 
Government to warrant him (as I conceive) in resuming the functions of Por- 
tuguese Commissioner, insists on doing so; that, in the absence of such docu- 
ments, I have refused to recognize him as a member of the Commission; and 
that the Arbitrator on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty adopting the view 
of the matter taken by Dr. Catella, and declining to continue to serve as Acting 
Commissioner, the business of the Commission, which, at the moment I 
received the above communication from Dr. Catella, was engaged in the dis- 
cussion of the indemnities to be awarded in the case of the “ Galianna,” is at a 
complete stand-still. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 83. 


Dr. Catella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the inclosed extract of a despatch from his Excellency 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, acquainting me of the resolution taken by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, that I and the Portuguese Arbitrator should continue to hold the posts to which we were 
appointed, of Commissioner and Arbitrator in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, of 
which you are a worthy member, 

I have to acquaint you, therefore, that in virtue of this flattering resolution on the part of Her 
Majesty's Government, it becomes my duty, and I am about to continue in the exercise of the 
aati of my office as Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty in the said Mixed 

ommission. 


Receive, &c. 
(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PINHEIRO FALCAO, 
Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 83. 


Count Tojal to Dr. Catella. 


(Translation. ) 
(Extract.) February 6, 1850. 


HER Majesty’s Government taking into consideration the inconvenience which would result to 
the service, and the impossibility of carrying it on, unless the reduction which the Legislative Body 
had made in the salaries of the Portuguese functionaries serving in that Mixed Commission, were 
not reconsidered, have determined to propose, in the estimates for the financial year 1850-51, which 
will soon be discussed in the Cortes, that the amount of salary originally voted for that Commission 
be re-established, in order that the said functionaries might be able duly to maintain themselves, and 
to meet the expenses necessarily belonging to their offices. In consequence, therefore, of this pro- 
posal, I have determined not to submit to Her Majesty the Queen the petition of yourself and the 
Portuguese Arbitrator, that she should be pleased to accept the resignation of the situations which 
you fill in that Mixed Commission ; because it is to be expected that you and the aforesaid Arbitrator, 
reconsidering the circumstances which gave rise to that petition, will continue to discharge the 
duties of those offices which Her Majesty’s Government recognize to have been well-fulfilled by you. 
You will therefore take cognizance of this resolution of Her Majesty's Government, and make the 
same known to the Portuguese Arbitrator in that Mixed Commission. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 83. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Dr. Catella. 


dir. Loanda, June 5, 1850. 


1 ILTAVE the honour to acknowlcdge the receipt of an official letter from yon, dated the 
4th instant, inclosing an extract of a despatch of the 6th February last, addressed by his Excellency 
the Conde do Tojal, Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the Commissioner on the part of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty in the Mixed Commission established in this city, the Senhor Eusebio Catella de 
Lemos Pinheiro Falcdo. 

In this extract, after certain observations touching the salaries of the Portuguese members of 
this Mixed Commission, on which I, as British Commissioner, have no remark to make, his Excel- 
lency the Minister for Foreign Affairs proceeds to say, that (for the reasons given in those observa- 
tions) he had not laid before Her Majesty the Queen your prayer and that of the Portuguese 
Arbitrator, that she would be graciously pleased tu accept your respective resiynations of the offices 
you severally hold in this Commission ; because it was to be expected that both you and the afore- 
said Arbitrator would, on reconsideration, continue to discharge those offices. 

In transmitting to me this determination on the part of the Government of Her Most Faithul 
Majesty, you intimate to me that it becomes your duty, in virtue thereof, to continue in the 
exercise of the functions of your post of Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty in 
this Mixed Commission, and that you propose at once to do so. 

Had the step taken by you, Sir, last year, been confined, as was that of the Portuguese Arbi- 
trator, to praying to be allowed to resign your office, I should have had no other task to perform, 
on receiving this communication from you, than the very grateful one of welcoming the retum of a 
colleague from whose talents and experience the Mixed Commission has already derived so much 
benefit ; but having forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government a copy of the despatch which you 
addressed to that of Her Most Faithful Majesty under date the 18th June, 1849, and which you 
were pleased to communicate officially to Her Majesty's Commissioners here established for their 
information, in your letter to them of the same date, it becomes my duty to request you will have 
the goodness to inform me whether you have been furnished on this occasion, by your Government, 
with a new commission or diploma, reappointing you, with the usual formalities, to the office of 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty ; because, after the several formal acts 
practised by you last year, it appears to me (and I can hardly doubt that you yourself, as a profes- 
sional man, will, on consideration, be of the same opinion) that without such a document, accom- 
poe by your taking afresh the oath prescribed by Article I of Annex B, any decision of the 

ritish and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission bearing your signature as a member thereof, 
would be null and void. 








T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 





No. 84. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, June 17, 1850. 


1. HER Majesty’s Commissioners had the honour, in their despatch 
of 30th March last, to inform your Lordship of the arrival at this port of the 
United States’ brig “ Perry,” Lieutenant Foote, commanding, who gave us 
reason to expect that he would shortly be followed by one or more other 
Amcrican men-of-war. 

2. Accordingly, in the month of April, the corvette “ John Adams,” Com- 
mander Powell, arrived here, and I had the satisfaction to hear confirmed by 
him, the statement previously made to me by Lieutenant Foote, of the regret and 
dissatisfaction with which the intelligence of the prostitution of the American 
flag for Slave Trade purposes would be received in the United States. 

3. At the same time it was evident, from what he said, that the great 
length to which that abuse had procecded was but imperfectly known at the 
time when these vesscls left the United States. 

4. The “ John Adams” did not make a long stay in this port, and, soon 
after she left it captured the brigantine “‘ Excellent.” 

5. This vessel Commander Powell dispatched immediately to the United 
States, under charge of a lieutenant and a strong crew. 

6. This officer put the master and mate, who appeared desperate characters, 
and were overheard holding threatening language, in irons, as soon as they parted 
company. 

7. The “ Excellent” is a very small and old vessel, so that the traffickers 
will have lost little by her capture, which is chiefly important, as being the first 
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blow struck, for some time past, by the Americans themselves against this abuse 
of their flag; but the long interval which has elapsed since any opportunity has 
occurred for writing to Europe, affords me also the satisfaction of having to 
acquaint your Lordship, in this same despatch, with the capture, on the 6th 
instant, by the United States’ brig “‘ Perry,” of a large American ship (formerly 
a Liverpool packet) called the ‘ Martha,” the particulars of which, as obligingly 
furnished to me by Commander Foote, are as follows: 

8. ‘On the 6th instant, off Ambriz, a little to the southward, fell in with 
and captured the American ship ‘ Martha,’ of New York, which was com- 
manded by Captain Merrill, of Topsham, Maine ; said ship professed to have no 
papers or log—had slave-deck ready for being laid—iron bars and the necessary 
wood-work for receiving slaves—farinha, water, beans, &c., for a large slave 
cargo; also 400 wooden spoons and pails, with extra galley for slave accommo- 
dation. Captain acknowledged he would that night have taken off 1500 
slaves.” 

9. By this memorandum your Lordship will observe that the captain of the 
‘* Martha” professed to have no papers of any kind when taken, nor indeed 
were any ship’s papers found; but a writing-desk, which had been thrown over- 
board, fortunately got detached from the shot which had been appended to it, 
and was thus recovered. 

10. From its contents, the “ Martha” appears to have been the property 
chiefly of the American house of Clapp, at Rio de Janeiro, whence she had only 
just arrived on this coast, and that the captain, according to a written agree- 
ment found in the desk, was to receive 100 dollars a-month, and 5 per cent. on 
“the lay.” 

1 Her crew consisted of thirty-seven men, all armed with muskets ; and 
the captain declared to Commander Foote that he had come fully determined to 
resist every attempt at capture, should the force brought against him be such as 
to afford a chance of successful resistance. 

12. Commander Foote supposes the ‘‘ Martha” to be upwards of 600 tons, 
and describes her appearance to be more like a large man-of-war, both from her 
painted port-holes and rigging, than that of a merchant-ship. 

13. Commander Foote sent two lieutenants (the only ones belonging to 
the brig) in charge of the “ Martha” to New York, the morning after her 
capture, with every soul on board, and everything exactly in the state in which 
he found her. ; 

14. There appeared to be three captains engaged in the service of this 
vessel, a Brazilian and a Portuguese, besides the American, and the crew were a 
motley medley of almost all nations. 

15. The former begged very hard to be allowed to land, according to the 
practice, they said, always pursued by British captors ; but Commander Foote 
would not listen to them; and I cannot but anticipate the best results from 
these captures, and that the intelligence of what has occurred, when it reaches 
the Brazils, will go far to put a stop to such speculations on the part of 
American citizens in future. 

16. The “Perry” sailed last week to cruize to the south, the “John 
Adams”? having previously proceeded in qucst of the American Commodore, 
who, they say, may shortly be expected here from the Cape de Verdes. 





No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 20, 1850. 


1. BEGGING reference to the account of what had recently occurred 
here, given in my despatch of the 15th instant, touching the pretension of 
Dr. Catella to resume his office of Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed British 
and Portugucse Commission, without having received any new diploma from his 
Government, or taking the oath afresh, I have to state that a merchant-vessel, 
which left Lisbon early in March, arrived here on the Ist instant, bringing the 
despatch from Conde do Tojal to Dr. Catella, a translated extract from which 
was inclosed in my before-mentioned despatch, which document, together with 
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the letter from Dr. Catella covering the same, I have now the honour to subjoin 
in the original. 

2. Two days afterwards Dr. Catella called and announced to me formally 
his receipt of such instructions, promising to forward a copy of them for my 
information, and pressing me, in consequence, to name an early day for the 
meeting of the Court. 

3. To this he added, as a further motive, apparently to induce me to agree 
to his proposal without delay, that he had also received a communication from 
his Government, which he was the more desirous of losing no time in making to 
the Court, as it conveyed their acquiescence in an application which had been 
addressed to them by that of Her Majesty through the British Mission at 
Lisbon. 

4. This communication, to which he alludes directly in his letter of the 
7th, had reference, he said, to the question of the extent of the duties of an 
Arbitrator, when once drawn. 

5. It being very doubtful to me whether Dr. Catella had received, together 
with these instructions, a few diploma, which could alone, as I conceived, 
enable him to carry them into effect, I received this overture with more caution 
than he seemed prepared to expect; simply assuring him that, on the receipt 
of his promised communication, I would lose no time in giving it my best 
attention. 

6. On the 4th, he sent me the letter of that date, which, together with my 
reply thereto, is already before your Lordship ; and I have the honour to inclose 
herewith, in original and translation, copies of the further letters which passed 
between us. 

7. In the last letter from Dr. Catella, your Lordship will take notice, he 
incloses a formal protest, not only against my acts, but against whatever acts 
may be practised by the Mixed Commission without his concurrence and autho- 
rity; and further, against the suspension and failure of decision in the business 
which may be now actually before it, or which may in future be brought before 
it for consideration and adjudication. 

8. This protest, though retained in my hands, from a feeling which I trust 
your Lordship will approve, I have virtually rejected. 

9. It remains for me to lay before your Lordship, and to explain the 
further correspondence alluded to in my despatch of the 15th instant, which I 
have held with the Portuguese Arbitrator, Senhor G. C. Demony, on this occa- 
sion. Your Lordship will find it in the annexed inclosures, in original and 
translation. 

10. My letter to Senhor Demony of the 12th was followed by a long reply, 
with much of which it is unnecessary to trouble your Lordship, being partly of 
a personal nature, in exculpation of his having returned me my letter unopened, 
and partly a mere repetition of previous and undisputed statements. 

11. But I should not omit to transcribe one or two of the passages which 
this reply contains; as, for example: 

“T respected my duties, and that respect it is which rendered it impossible 
for me to open and take cognizance of an official letter expressly addressed to 
me as exercising functions which belong to another, and which I can only 
exercise in conformity with certain stipulations of the Treaty which had (have) 
not arisen; otherwise, I should by an act of my own recognize myself as holding 
the office of Commissioner, in manifest contravention of Article X.” 

And again: ; 

“To take cognizance of the letter addressed to me, would be to promote a 
conflict with the Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and anarchy in 
the respective functions of the members of the Commission.” 

He further tells me that, not being Acting Commissioner, there appears to 
be no foundation for the protest against him; and that, for the same reason, he 
doubts the propriety of holding correspondence with me on business which 
concerns the Commissioners; and concludes by saying that he had done so 
from deference to me as a functionary of Her Britannic Majesty, and that, on 
this account, he trusted his own Government would excusc his proceeding. 

12. To this last letter I only returned one of civil acknowledgment. 

13. Iam not aware, my Lord, that I can add anything material in elucida- 
tion of this case, or which may further tend to assist you in forming your judg- 
ment upon it. 
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14. It was my object, in discussing the matter with Dr. Catella, not to 
travel out of the records of the Commission, or I might have adduced, in corro~ 
boration of my argument, the fact that, simultaneously with his abandonment 
of his functions as Commissioner in the Mixed Commission, Dr. Catella ceased 
to sit in the Prize Court, of which his office of Commissioner in the former alone 
constituted him a member, conformably to the first paragraph of Article I of the 
Decree of the 14th September, 1844; and that in two subsequent sentences 
pronounced by the Court of Prizes, the one on the “ Esperanzu,” the other on 
the cutter “‘ Graciosa,” the sentence was signed by the Secretary, asa member of 
the Court, in default of the Commissioner in the Mixed Commission, according 
to the provisions of Article III of the same decree, as may be seen by reference 
to the inclosure in the several despatches of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, of 
the 2nd July and of 22nd October, 1849. 

15. With regard to the invitation I addressed to the Portuguese Arbitrator 
as effective Acting Commissioner, and to the protest by which I made him 
responsible, upon his refusal to be considered and to act as such, it seems to me 
to have been the only course open to me, and that I have not the means at 
present of carrying the matter any further. 

16. It oecurred to me, for a moment, that I might ground an application 
to the Governor, on the third section of Article X of Annex B, as the highest 
civil authority in this Portuguese possession ; but, upon a careful consideration 
of the wording of that section, the actual existence of a Portuguese Arbitrator 
on the spot ready and willing to act as such, save only in the present excep- 
tional case, seems to be an insurmountable impediment to such an application; 
and to make any appeal to his Excellency on any other ground would, I think, 
be liable to many objections. 

17. I must therefore be content to leave things as they are, and wait your 
Lordship’s better judgment to confirm or disavow my proceedings. 

18. I feel the full force of the responsibility I have incurred by them, and 
the very great importance which the suspension of the very existence, 1 may 
say, of the Commission carries with it, both on general principles and with 
reference to the business now pending before it ; but I have not arrived at the 
conclusion I have formed without giving the subject the maturest reflection I 
am capable of, and, if I have erred, I can only pray your Lordship’s indulgent 
consideration, as well of my judgment as of my intentions. 

19. In the foregoing statement I have not, I believe, omitted any of the 
essentials of the question, which in fact lies in a very narrow compass; but I 
ought not, perhaps, to conclude this despatch without adverting to the contra- 
diction into which Dr. Catella has been betrayed, and which will not escape 
your Lordship, on the perusal of his letter of the 10th instant compared with 
the contents of those which preceded it, viz., that whereas he had before 
declared and proved that his resignation of his office as Commissioner had not 
been presented to his Sovereign, he, in his letter of the 10th says, that Her 
Majesty, in the exercise of one of the prerogatives of her sovereignty—that of 
nominating, retaining, and dismissing her public servants—had resolved that he 
should continue to hold that office. 

20. This fast and loose mode of argument pervades the whole of his cor- 
respondence; but as the discrepancy does not affect the general merits of the 
question, I refrained from pointing to it in my reply, not to aggravate the 
excitement under which he so evidently writes, nor provoke a continuance of 
that too supercilious tone in which he has met my representations on this 
occasion, and which is scarcely compatible with what might, under the circum- 
stances, have been expected from him. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 


Dr. Catella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying extract from a despatch of his 
Excellency the Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in which he communicates to me 
the resolution taken by Her Majesty's Government, to the effect that I and the Portuguese Arbi- 

Cuasa A. M 


82 LOANDA. 


tration shall remain in the exercise of the offices which have been conferred upon us, of Commis 
sioner and Arbitrator of the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission, of which you are a mos 
worthy member. 

I further inform you that by virtue of the above honoured resolution of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, it is incumbent upon me to continue, as I intend to do, in the exercise of the duties of my 
office of Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty in the above-mentioned Mixed Com- 





mission. 
Receive, &c. 
(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PINHEIRO FALCAO, 
Her Most Faithful Majesty's Commissioner. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 85. 
Count Tojal to Dr. Catella. 
(Extract.) February 6, 1850. 


HER Majesty’s Government, in consideration of the inconvenience which would result to the 
service, and the impossibility of continuing the same, without reconsidering the reduction made by 
the Legislative Body in the salaries of the Portuguese functionaries employed in the Mixed Com- 
mission, resolved to propose in the estimates for the official year 1850-51, which is shortly to be 
discussed in Cortes, that the former amount of salaries voted for the said Commission shall be again 
established, in order that the said functionaries may be able to maintain themselves properly, and to 
meet the expenses required by their office. In view, therefore, of this proposition, I have resolved 
not to present your petition and that of the Portuguese Arbitrator to Her Majesty the Queen, to 
permit you to resign the offices which you occupy in the Mixed Commission, because I hope that 
yourself and the said Arbitrator, reconsidering the circumstances in which the petition was made, 
will continue to exercise those offices, your faithful discharge of which is recognized by Her Majesty’s 
Government. You will therefore take cognizance of this resolution of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and communicate the same to the Portuguese Arbitrator of the Mixed Commission. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 85. 


Dr. Catella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 7, 1850. 


I HAD the honour to receive yesterday the letter which you forwarded to me under date the 
5th instant, in reply to that addressed to you by me on the 4th, 

In that letter you beg that I will acquaint you whether I have received a new diploma from 
Her Majesty's Government, which may reinstate me with the usual formalities in the office of Com- 
missioner on the part of Her Majesty, and you ground that request on its appearing to you (not- 
withstanding vou refer to my letter of 13th June of the past year addressed to my Government) 
that after the formal acts practised by me in that year, and without my presenting such a document, 
accompanied by my previously taking the oath afresh, in conformity with Article I of Annex B 
to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, any decision of the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission, bearing 
my signature as a member thereof, would be null and void. 

u reply, therefore, to your letter, it is my duty to state to you, that when on the 13th June last 
year I was induced to resign the post of Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, I 
addressed myself to my Government, laid before it the reasons which I then had to make it impos- 
sible for me to cuntinue in the discharge of those functions, and svlicited that my Government would 
be pleased to accept my resignation, and tu exculpate me before the throne of my Sovereign, whose 
pardon J, dinplored 

Of this you were faithfully made acquainted, for you received from me an exact copy of the 
despatch which for this purpose I addressed to Her Majesty's Government. 

It is certain, therefore, that I being invested with the office of Commissioner of Her Majesty, 
by her royal decree of appointment, supposed, as was just and necessary at the time of my resigning 
and suspending the exercise of the functions of that post, that Her Majesty’s Government, to whose 
deliberation I submitted myself as it became me, would have accepted my resignation, which required 
to be sanctioned by another decree es the former to make my resignation a legitimate one, in 
order to my being exonerated and dismissed from the said office. 

At the moment that I was expecting that my resignation so presented would be accepted and 
approved, I received a despatch from Her Majesty's Government, in which, as you will have seen 
from the extract of the same which I transmitted to you, Her Majesty's Government not only tells 
me that they had not submitted my petition to Her Majesty, but also that having removed the 
only cause which led me to make it, it was to be expected that I should continue to serve in 
that office. 

Under these circumstances it becomes obvious— 

Ist. That the Royal Decrce of my appoiutment subsists in full force. 

@ndly. ‘That the resignation which I was desirous of making was neither accepted nor sanctioned 
by Her Majesty. 

8rdly, That as long as Her Majesty shall not revoke by another decree that of my appointment 
of nomination tu the post of Commissioner, which Her Majesty was pleased to confer upon me, to 
no one is it competent to doubt that I am the Commissioner on the part of Her Majesty lawfully 
authorized to act as such in the Mixcd Portuguese and British Commission, whose acts will be 
valid and reepectcd as such by all, when once they have my signature affixed, and that of any other 
Commissioner as legitimate and as fully authorized as myself. 

4thly and finally, That the implicit censure cast by you, if not on Her Majesty's Government 
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for not having furnished me with a diploma, at least on myself, who without such document, and 
without taking the oath afresh, declared officially that I was about to proceed to continue in the 
functions of my office, is unjust. 

I much lament that you should in your letter have refused me the title and consideration of 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, seeing that the Government of Her 
aforesaid Majesty has just considered and treated me as such. 

Feeling certain that you will not insist in the opinion which at the close of your letter you 
announce to me, and that so far from it you will be now convinced that Her Majesty's Government 
did not accept my resignation, but desired and ordered consequently that I should continue in the 
service and functions of my post, I avail myself of this opportunity to request a speedy meeting 
of the Court of Mixed Commission, for the purpose of presenting and communicating to you a 
certain decision of Her Majesty’s Government affecting the service of the said Commission. 

God preserve you. 

(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PINHEIRO FALCAO, 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 


a 
Tnclosure 4 in No. 85. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Dr. Catella. 


Sir, Loanda, June 8, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter of yesterday’s date, in which you combat the 
opinion I expressed on the receipt of your previous letter of the 4th instant, announcing to me your 
intention of at once proceeding to resume the post of Commissioner on the part of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission; viz., that without a new 
diploma, accompanied by your taking afresh the oath prescribed by Article I of Annex B, any 
decision of the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission bearing your signature as a 
member thereof would be null and void. 

From the surprise you scem to express that I should have grounded this opinion, and the 
inquiry which 1 took the liberty of addressing to you in consequence, on your despatch to your 
Government of 13th June, 1849, I turned with anxiety to the copy of that document with which, 
as you remind me, I was faithfully made acquainted by you at the time, lest my memory, or possibly 
my imperfect perception of the Portuguese idiom, should have betrayed me into any misconception 
of the precise terms of it. I there find you, Sir, after stating that you were reduced to a painful 
alternative, declaring your adoption of the one chosen by you in the following terms :—“ Tenho por 
dever resignar aquelle cargo ;” and again, “ Vossa Excellenza tomando em consideragdo que as amplas 

rovidencias do ‘I'ratado previncem por muitos modos a substituigdo dus Empregadus da Commissio 
Mista, digne-se de aceitar esta minha resignagio, que son obrigado a fazer desde ja;” and you 
conclude thus :—“ A tio grande distancia que n&o posso pedir e esperar remedio, julguei necessario 
dar immediatamente parte desta minha forgada resolucdo ao Senhor Governador-Geral da Provincia 
e ao Commissario de Sua Magestade Britannica ;” and his Excellency, in his reply to such communi- 
cation, published officially, speaks of the resolution you had come to as “imfacto consummado que 
de certo nfo poderia agora de forma alguma remediar-se.” 

In that to Her Majesty's Commissioners, you repeat the words “ desde ja,” employed by you 
in your despatch to your Government. 

I have felt myself called upon to analyse this now very important document—your despatch, 
I mean, of the 18th June—with greater minuteness than I could have wished, because you refer to 
it with a view at once to refute my understanding of its contents, and to establish the accuracy of 
your own; but having done so, and shown from your own words that you last year peremptorily 
and definitively resigned your office of Commissioner, and not that you solicited permission to do so, 
it does not become me to pursue the subject further, or to enter any discussion of the motives of such 
resignation, the cessation of which motives you seem to allege as one ground for the resumption of 
your original office. : 

I pass on, therefore, to notice the four, in your view, obvious deductions to be drawn from the 
statement in your letter, and from the force and “intuition” of which you confidently anticipate 
a desistance on my part from the opinion I have already had the honour of communicating to you. 

With regard to your first deduction, viz., that the royal decree of your appointment subsists 
still in its full force, that opinion, unsound, if it be so, must, till I shall be better advised, be the rule 
of my conduct. 

The second deduction, that your resignation (never having been presented to your Sovereign) 
had not been accepted by Her Majesty, is a matter of fact on which I can have nothing to say. 

To the two last only of your deductions, the third and fourth, it is necessary for me, therefore, 
to advert, and that only in part. 

I refer, in the first instance, to the statement which you make in your third deduction, some- 
what authoritatively, that “to no one is it competent to doubt that you are the Commissioner on 
the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, legally authorized to act in the Mixed British and Portu- 
guese Commission, so long as Her Majesty shall not revoke her decree of appointment.” 

This, Sir, is a point which must be left to the wisdom of our respective Governments to 
decide. I can only say, that to ascertain the correctness in form and substance of the Commission 
of those gentlemen with whom Her Majesty’s Commissioners are to act, furms a leading article in 
my instructions, and that giving this question the best considcration my humble abilitics permit, 
I am fully and conscientiously convinced that I should be departing from my duty, and from those 
instructions, were I, under the circumstances of the case, to recognize you as Portuguese Commis- 
sioner in that Commission wherein I have the honour, however unworthy, to be the British 
representative. 

I know not how more respectfully to reply to the regret expressed by you, that I should have 
refused you in my letter the style or titlh—not the consideration—of Commissioner on the part of 


Her Most Faithful Majesty. 
M2 
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Your fourth deduction remains to be noticed, viz., that in which it is imputed to me implicitly 
to have cast censure, if not on the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, for not having 
furnished you with a new commission or diploma, at least on you yourself individually, who 
officially declared that you proposed, without either a new diploma, or taking the oath afresh, to 
continue to exercise the functions of Cummiasioner. 

To this imputation it might suffice to reply, that my inquiry was directed to ascertain this 
particular in the first instance; but I cannot forbear to express, at the same time, the pain it has 
caused me to perceive it possible that I should be considered either so unmindful, on the one hand, 
of the respect due from me to a foreign Government, especially one in such close alliance with Great 
Britain as is that of Portugal, as to presume to censure any act of theirs, or, on the other, so forgetful 
of those relations of harmony and good understanding which have, I am happy to say, generally 
prevailed in the Mixed Commission, as to allow myself to censure the public eink of one who had 
from its first establishment presided over its deliberations as senior member. 

Against the first of these charges I can but appeal to the habits and experience of a long 
professional life ; the other is best answered by reminding you of my uniform deportment as Com- 
missioner since I had the honour of presenting my commission as such, and of the terms in which 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners acknowledged the receipt of your letter of resignation, which you 
addressed to them. 

It is hardly necessary to add, in conclusion, that I am compelled, under those circumstances, to 
decline the invitation with which your letter terminates, that I should meet you in an early session 
of the Mixed Commission. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 85. 


Dr. Catella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Su, Loanda, June 10, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive the letter which you addressed to me on the 8th instant, in 
reply to mine of the preceding day. 

Its perusal gave me great pain, seeing that you, a worthy functionary and subject of Great 
Britain, the ancient ally of Portugal, insist in not treating and recognizing me as Commissioner of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty in the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission, after having had laid 
before you the extract of the despatch of his Excellency the Minister and Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, addressed to me on the 6th February last, in which he ge ery me that Her 
Majesty’s Government expects me to continue to discharge the duties of the office of Commissioner, 
in virtue of which, and in obedience to the commands of my Sovereign, I informed you that I 
proposed to coutinue in the discharge of the functions of the aforesaid office. 

By thus insisting, you not only arrogate to yourself the right of considering as accepted and 
sanctioned the resignation which I presented and submitted to the acceptance of the Government of 
Her Majesty, who using one of the prerogatives of sovereignty, that of nominating, retaining, and 
dismissing her public servants and functionaries, has already determined, as is seen by that despatch, 
that I should continue to hold the said office, but you also make yourself directly instrumental in 
causing @ resolution of Her Most Faithful Majesty's Government, which it becomes all to respect 
and reverence, to be treated with disrespect, depending, as it does, on the will or decision of no one 
to impugn the same, nor even to impede its prompt and effective execution. 

As you allude to the official answer given by his Excellency the Governor-General of this 
province to the official letter, in which { acquainted him with my resignation, in order, with the 
words, “ Facto consummado que de certo nao poderia de forma alguma remediar-se,” to strengthen 
the opinion in which you insist, viz., that I require a new diploma, and a previous taking afresh the 
oath, to enable me to enter upon the functions of my office, truth requires, accuracy requires, that 
together with that passage of his Excellency’s letter, the concluding words of the same should also 
appear, which are as follows:—‘“ Being persuaded, however, and confident that Her Majesty's 
Government will decide upon this, your above mentioned communication, with the justice and 
propriety which may be expected from and is usual with them.” 

If his Excellency felt that the fact of my resignation was consummated when J acquainted him 
therewith, forwarding, as I did also to yourself, a copy of the letter relating thereto, which I 
addressed to Her Majesty’s Government, he understood and recognized also that I left its acceptance, 
and the decision of it, dependent on Her Majesty’s Government; and so true is this, as last the 
words already transcribed of his reply clearly demonstrate, that now again he recently refers to 
them when he acknowledges the receipt of the resolution taken by the Government of that August 
Lady, of which I sent him an extract similar to that transmitted to you. 

I should take this opportunity of sending to you the inclosed copy of his Excellency’s reply to 
this last communication of mine, by which you will not only convince yourself of the sense which 
should be given to the words ‘‘ consummated fact,” and of the very just and due distinction which 
should be made between that fact on my part, and the ulterior act of approbation or disapprobation 
on the part of Her Majesty's Government; but it will also scrve to show you that the supreme 
authority of the province, the Governor-General of the same and the Sovercign’s delegate (although 
he had not received a direct communication from the proper department concerning the decision of 
his Government respecting me) knew how to respect the despatch addressed to me, as it ought to 
be respected by all, and acknowledged me at once as the legitimate and authorized Commissioner on 
the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission here 
established. 

I cannot close this letter without reminding you, and repeating, that if I presented my resigna- 
tion of that post, and submitted it to the acceptance of Her Majesty's Government, the Government 
of that August Lady, far from accepting it and dismissing me, deigned to command in a manner 
very honourable and flattering indecd to me, but conclusive and binding on all, that I should con- 
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time to exercise the fanctions which I was desirous of resigning ; and thus, and under these circum- 
stances, I am of opinion, that, in fact, any act of the Mixed Portuguese and British Commission 
here established would be null and void unless authenticated by my signature ; and to be consistent, 
and for the good of the public service, I take the liberty of renewing also the invitation declined by 
you, and to beg that you will name a day and hour on which we may meet in seasion of the Mixed 
Commission to prosecute our common duties. 


God preserve you. 
(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PNO. FALCAO, 
Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 85. 
The Secretary to Government to Dr. Catella. 


(Translation. ) Office of the Secretary of the General Government of the 
Sir, Province of Angola, June 6, 1850. 

YOUR letter of the 4th instant, addressed to the Governor-General of the province, acquaint- 
ing him that, in virtue of the despatch of his Excellency the Minister and Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, as shown by the extract which accompanied your said letter, you were about to 

roceed to continue to exercise the office of Portuguese Commissioner in the Mixed Portuguese and 
British Commission here established, in conformity with the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between 
Portugal and Great Britain, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, was laid before his Excel- 
cency ; and he orders that you be informed by this department, that notwithstanding that no 
communication has been received from the Minister of Marine and Ultramar by this General 
Government, respecting the subject of your letter, although his Excellency wrote to that same 
Minister on the 16th June of last year, he sees with satisfaction that Her Majesty's Government has 
acted in this respect, as was to be expected, and as his Excellency intimated at the close of the 
letter which he sent to you on the 15th of the same month and year through this department. 
His Excellency, therefore, is informed not only of the resolution of Her Majesty's Government, 
although not communicated to him by the respective department, but also of the determinatin 
taken by yourself, which appears to him very conformable to the good of the service of the same 
August Lady. 

God preserve you. 
(Signed) F. J. DA COSTA E SILVA, 


Secretary-General of the Government. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Portuguese Commissioner. 


Sir, Loanda, June 10, 1850. 


I HAVE the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, reiterating 
your claim to be recognized by me in my character of British Representative in the Mixcd Com- 
mission, as Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty; and your denial of my right 
to impugn that claim. 

This is a question which, as I before stated, can only be decided by our respective Govern- 
ments, before whom, no doubt, we shall mutually hasten to lay what has occurred. In reference, 
therefore, to the official letter from his Excellency the Governor-General of this province, a copy of 
which you have done me the honour to transmit, I have only to observe, that it would be alike foreign 
to the purpose and unbecoming in me to canvass either the sense which his Excellency may attach 
to documents issuing from his own pen, or that which he may give to those emanating from any 
other Portuguese authority. 

I pretend not to enter into any further argument with you on the subject of the view we 
severally take of this matter, or 1 would cite the following passage from your letter of the 
7th instant :—“ E solicitei que se dignas se d’aceitar a minha resignagdo e de a disculpar perante o 
Throno da Soberana de quem implorava graga.” 

Surely, Sir, in a country enjoying the blessings of a free constitution, the right of petition, if 
only respectfully practised, is too well recognized to require either apology or pardon for its exercise. 
You charge me with arrogating to myself the right, not only of declaring your resignation to be 
accepted and sanctioned, but also of being directly instrumental in causing a decision of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty to be treated with disrespect, the prompt and effective execution of which, you 
affirm, cannot be impeded by the decision or will of any one, conceived as it is in @ manner at once 
very honourable and flattering to you, and conclusive and binding upon all. 

Iam at a loss to conceive from what passage in either of my letters you impute to me a declara- 
tion so directly at variance with the extract of the despatch brought by you under my consideration, 
and from which it appears that your resignation had not been even made known to Her Majesty ; 
and in regard to the second imputation, I have only to express my hope, in addressing you, as I 
trust, for the last time on this subject, that you will do me the justice to belicve, that nothing is 
farther from my intention than to show the shadow of disrespect either to the Sovercign or Govern- 
ment of Portugal ; and that, in the course I feel myself compelled to pursue on this occasion, I am 
doing no more than discharging a public duty, and exercising a similar discretion to that which you 

ourself claimed to be allowed ; and as I always thought most justly in opposing the admission of 
Mr. Brand as Acting Arbitrator, because he had not received his “‘ exequatur,” although he was at 
that very time furnished with an official document under the hand of Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in the following terms :— 
“The Queen having becn pleased to command that George Brand, Esquire, be appointed 
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British Vice-Consul in the Province of Angola, the said George Brand is hereby nominated and 
appointed accordingly ; and all foreign authorities, and especially the ruling authorities of the King- 
dom of oes and its dependencies, are hereby requested to recognize the said George Brand as 
British Vice- , and to give faith to his official acts.” 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Tuclosure 8 in No. 85. 


Dr. Catella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 12, 1850. 


I HAD yesterday the honour of receiving your letter of the preceding day, in which you 
acknowledge the receipt of my last letter to you. 

You hold it as certain that the question between us, resulting from the fact of your refusin; 
me the title and consideration of Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, by whic! 
you impugn a resolution of the Government of Her said Majesty, which I duly communicated to 
you, and in virtue of which I declared, as I was bound to do, that I way about to proceed to con- 
tinue the exercise of the functions of that my office, will have to be decided by our respective 
Governments; you acknowledge the receipt of the copy transmitted to you by me of the letter of 
his Excellency the Governor-General of this Province, in which he acknowledged me as Commis- 
sioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty; I notice what you say respecting the letter of this 
high authority, which I also forwarded to you to be read conjointly with the other, of a part of 
which you pretended to avail yourself to support your opposition and persistence; you state that 
you do not intend to enter into any further arguments with me respecting the point in question, 
and after making this declaration, you again throw down the gauntlet, bringing forward and 
transcribing the following passage of my letter of the Tth instant:— 

“T solicited that it (the Government) would deign to accept my resignation, and exculpate it 
at the throne of my Sovereign, of whom I implored pardon.” 

And having made this transcript, you follow it up with certain considerations touching the 
right of petition enjoyed by constitutional countries; you proceed and close vour letter by contrasting 
your proceeding in combating and opposing yourself to the functions of the Commissioner and Repre- 
sentative of Her Most Faithtul Majesty, with the conduct of the Mixed Commission in 1845 towards 
Mr. Brand. 

However I may entertain the same desire as yoursclf not any longer to continue to discuss 
between us that question, I cannot help answering to those two points adduced by you as arguments 
in your favour. 

I will say, as regards the first, that when “TI solicited Her Majesty’s Government that it 
would deign to accept my resignation and to exculpate it,” I did not ask pardon for using the 
right of petition, but only employed a respectful mode, the better to insure to myself the accept- 
ance of my petition, for making which I had just cause. 

As to the second point, you should know that Mr. Brand offered himself to be sworn, and 
considered by the Mixed Commission as qualified to act as British Arbitrator, that functionary 
having succceded to the post of Commissioner, and vacated his own, which, according to Section 2 
of Article X of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, should be filled by the Consular 
Authority here resident; the Commission, in order to fulfil the Treaty, and conformably thereto, 
to admit Mr. Brand as Arbitrator, inquired officially if he had been admitted and recognized by Her 
Majesty’s Government in the character of Vice-Consul, for which he had been named by Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, under date of the 30th April, 1845. The Commission applied, 
through its Secretary, to the Governor-General of this Province, requesting that information, who 
replied in the negative, that is to say, causing it to be declared to the Commission that he had 
not yet received any official communication whatever from Her Majesty’s Government respecting 
the appointment of Mr. Brand as Vice-Consul, and that therefore he (Mr. Brand) could not exercise 
his functions. ; 

The exequatur of the Government of Her Majesty was wanting to Mr. Brand, without which, 
as is generally and reciprocally established between all nations, he could not exercise the authority 
of Vice-Consul, although holding that nomination from his Government. 

Mr. Brand, therefore, when he presented himself to the Commission, had not yet been 
admitted by the Government of this Province in the character of Vice-Consul, which was the only 
one that gave him a title to act in the Mixed Commission. The Commissioners of both nations 
agreed in declining to admit him into the Commission, so long as the want of the exequatur 
continued ; but no sooner were they informed that this was obtained, and presented to the Governor- 
General of the Province, and that Mr. Brand had entered upon the legal exercise of his functions 
as Vice-Consul, than they immediately and promptly deemed him qualificd to act as Arbitrator 
when the case should arise. 

In what can this procceding of the Commission be assimilated to that which you personally 
adopt towards the Commissioner of er Most Faithful Majesty? Am I a Portuguese functionary 
in a foreign land, that my nomination and the determination of my Government respecting the office 
which they intrusted to me should want, in order to its being carried into execution, the exequator 
or beneplacito of a foreign authority? The Government of Her Britannic Majesty, which is confes- 
sedly so wise and so just, will most certainly never pretend to interfere with the free use of the 
power that the two High Contracting Partics reserved to themselves in Article I of Annex B to 
that Treaty, to nominate a Commissioner and an Arbitrator for the Mixed Commissions. 

The Mixed Commission in 1845 did not admit the British Vice-Consul named to Loanda, who 
had not yet the exequatur of the Portuguese Government to act as Arbitrator therein, The 
British Commissioner in the same Commission in 1850, contests the consideration and title of Com- 
missioner to the Portugucse Commissioner in the said Commission, when the Government of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty has not dismissed him; on the contrary, wills and orders accordingly, that 
he shall continue to discharge the office, the resignation of which he had solicited the acceptance of. 
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The contrast of the two proceedings is a convincing, and the best answer which I consider I 
ought to make to you when you had recourse to one of them to exculpate tbe manner in which 
you have acted towards the Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 

This is the last time I write to you on this subject, according to your desire clearly expressed. 
in your last letter: I should, therefore, avail myself of it to transmit to you the accompanying 
protest, which you will be pleased to accept and acknowledge to have received. 

God preserve you. 

(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PNO. FALCAO, 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 85. 
Protest of Dr. Catella. 


(Translation.) St. Paul de Assumpgiio de Loanda, June 12, 1850. 

I, the undersigned, Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcio having informed Sir George 
Jackson, K.C.B., Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese 
Commission here established in virtue of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, that I was about to 

roceed to continue to exercise the functions of the pust of Commissioner on the part of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty in the same Commission, in virtue of the despatch from his Excellency the Minister 
and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs addressed to me, under date of the 6th February last, the 
part of which relative thereto is of the following tenor :— Her Majesty's Government taking into 
consideration the inconvenience which would result to the service, and the impossibility of carrying 
it on unless the reduction which the Legislative Body had madc in the salaries of the Portuguese 
functionaries serving in that Mixed Commission were not reconsidered, have determined to propose 
in the estimates for the financial year 1850-51, which will soon be discussed in the Cortes, that 
the amount of salary originally voted for that Commission be re-established, in order that the said 
functionaries might be able duly to maintain themselves and to mect the expenses necessarily belong- 
ing to their offices; in consequence therefore of this proposal, I have determined not to submit to 
Her Majesty the Queen the petition of yourself and of the Portuguese Arbitrator, that she should be 

leased to accept the resignation of the situations which you fill in that Mixed Commission, because 
it is to be expected that yourself and the aforesaid Arbitrator, reconsidering the circumstances which 
gave rise to that petition, will continue to discharge the duties of those offices which Her Majesty's 
Government recognize to have been well fulfilled by you. You will therefore take cognizance of this 
resolution of Her Majesty's Government, and make the same known to the Portuguese Arbitrator in 
that Mixed Commission.” And having moreover invited the aforesaid Commissioner of Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty to join me in a session of the same Commission for discharging our common duties, it 
happened that the said Commissioner of Her Britannic Majesty pretended that I should exhibit a 
new diploma of appointinent and take the oath afresh, in default of which he opposed himself to my 
continuing in the discharge of the functions of that my office, and accordingly declined the invitation 
that I had made to him for that purpose as above stated. 

I therefore solemnly protest, and in the best manner that such protest can and ought to be 
made, against the proceeding of the said Sir George Jackson, K.C.B., Commissioner of Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty, for refusing me the title and consideration of Commissioner, which I am on the part 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, in that Commission, and for not being willing to concur with me 
in the service of the same; and further I protest in the same manner in which I have already pro- 
tested against whatever act may be practised as emanating from the said Commission, without my 
concurrence and authority, and also against the suspension and failure of decision in the business 
which may be already pending in the said Commission, or may come before it in future for conside- 
ration and adjudication. 

I ratify and confirm this my solemn protest for all just ends for which it shall be used and 





become necessary. 
(Signed) EUSEBIO CATELLA DE LEMOS PNO. FALCAO, 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 
Inclosure 10 in No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Dr. Catella. 
Sir, Loanda, June 13, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter of the 12th instant. 

Conforming to the desire expressed by each of us, I limit myself to the acknowledgment of its 
receipt, and I do so the more readily because I prefaced what I said respecting the case of Mr. 
Brand, by declaring that I fully concurred with you in the view you took of that case at the time of 
its occurrence, and referred to it only to show that the casual omission of a requisite formality had 
necessarily and unavoidably frustrated the formally declared intentions of Her Majesty and of the 
British Government on that occasion, 

The want of a similar formality in the present case, the notification of your instant and uncon- 
ditional resignation made by you to Her Majesty’s Commissioners on the 13th June, 1849, coupled 
with the notorious and undisputed fact of your having withdrawn yourself from that date from the 
duties of Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, are the grounds on which I rest 
the justification of the course which, with whatever reluctance, I am now pursuing. 

With regard to the paper you have inclosed to me in your Ictter, you must excuse me, Sir, if I 
say, with every personal feeling of respect towards yourself, that I cannot under present circum- 
stances accept any document as coming from you in the character of Portuguese Commissioner in the 
Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, and that if instead of at once returning it to you I retain 
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the paper in my possession, it is only because I could not be thought capable of practising an act of 
incivility or discourtesy to a servitor of Her Most Faithful Majesty. At the same time, it behoves 
me to guard in the most formal manner, by this positive and explicit declaration, against my forbear- 
ance in this respect being by possibility construed into a recognition of your claim to be considered by 
me as Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty in the Mixed British and Portuguese 
Commission, a recognition which consistency and conviction on my part alike forbid. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 


Sir, Loanda, June 11, 1850, 


THE referees having given their answers to the inquiries submitted to them by the Court, I 
have the honour to propose to you that we meet to-morrow the 12th instant at 12 o'clock, to take 
the same into consideration, and to proceed definitively in the further investigation of the claim for 
indemnities presented on behalf of the owners of the Portuguese brig “‘ Galianna.” 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 85. 


The Portuguese Arbitrator to Her Majesty's Commissioner, 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 11, 1850. 
THE messenger has just delivered to me an official letter from the Commissioner on the part of 
Her Britannic Majesty directed to my name, but as “Acting Commissioner” on the part of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, which I presume must be a mistake in the address, because the Commissioner 
on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty has already returned to the service of the Commission. 
1 therefore take the liberty of returning the above-mentioned official letter to you, Sir, that it 
may receive its proper destination, 


God preserve you. 
(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
Arbitrator on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 


Sir, Loanda, June 11, 1850. 


THE messenger has just delivered to me your letter of this day’s date, returning to me unopened 
an official letter which I had addressed to you, and which, though bearing very distinctly on its 
cover your three names at length, you tell me you suppose was not destined for you, because directed 
to you as Acting Commissioner. 

Without re-opening, in a correspondence with yourself, the discussion which has lately been 
going on between the Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcio and myself (and of which I 
take for granted you are fully cognizant), there can be no doubt, I presume, that so long asa 
Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, whether original or acting, shall not have 
actually taken his seat as such in a public sitting of the Court, you are and must continue to be held 
to be Acting Portuguese Commissioner, in virtue of Section 3 of Article X of Annex B to the Treaty, 
and in conformity with the minute of session of the Court of Mixed Commission, of 23rd June, 1849, 
in which it is recorded that “ Reunido o Tribunal da Commisséo Mixta se constituio com o Commis- 
sario de Sua Magestade Britannica, Sir George Jackson, e com o Arbitro de Sua Magestade Fidelissima, 
Guilherme Cypriano Demony, funccionando de Commissario, por ter resignado o lugar o Commissario 
Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcao, como dos participacdes anteriormente feitas ao Commissario 
de Sua Magestade Britannica, e ao Arbitro de Sua Magestade Fidelissima, que neste acto aprezentou.” 

I must therefore hope and request, for the good of the public service, that you will no longer 
hesitate to peruse, and that with the attention which the importance of the subject calls for, the 
letter which I have now again the honour of transmitting to you jointly with this, and that you will 
favour me with such reply thereto as, after mature consideration, you may deem proper, in order 
that I may forward a copy of the same by the earliest opportunity to Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
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Inclosure 14 in No. 85. 


The Portuguese Arbitrator to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(Translation. ) ; : 
Sir, Loanda, June 11, 1850. 


I HAVE just had the honour of receiving your communication dated this day, in reply to the 
letter which I this morning addressed to you, and in which I took the liberty of returning the 
official letter that you had addressed to my name, but as Arbitrator acting as Commissioner on the 
part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, because it appeared to me that there was some mistake, inas- 
much as the Commissioner on the part of Her aforesaid Majesty had already returned to the service 
of the Commission. 

You say, Sir, that without re-opening, in a correspondence with me, the discussion which has 
recently taken place between yourself and the Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcao, of 
which yon take for granted I am already fully cognizant, there cannot, you presume, be any doubt 
“that I am, and must be considered as Acting Portuguese Commissioner, and you give the reason on 
which you ground your opinion, specially that part of the minute of session of the 23rd June, 1849, 
which you transcribe ; and you then hope and request that, for the good of the public service, I shall 
no longer hesitate in perusing, with the attention which the subject calls for, the letter which you 
again, and on this occasion, five forwarded to me, and to which you desire that, after mature consi- 
deration, I will send you a reply, in order that you may transmit the same by the first opportunity 
to your Government. 

In reply then, it behoves me first of all to beg permission to neither deny nor admit that I am 
cognizant of the discussion between you and the Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, the Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcdo, because it is only competent for me 
to enter into discussions with the two Commissioners, when it falls to me by lot to decide a point of 
difference between them. 

After this, I have to say that the Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, the 
said Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcdo, communicated to me the despatch which he 
had received from the Government of the said August Lady, and that he was about to proceed to 
continue to serve in the Mixed Commission, by which (communication) the functions which I, as 
the respective Arbitrator, was exercising, of Commissioner on the part of Her said Majesty, imme- 
diately again ceased; and you well know that more than once I have acted as Commissioner, and 
that the Commissioner has returned to the exercise of the functions of his office without any formality, 
80 soon as he was prepared to do so. 

This has been the practice; nor, as it appears to me, could it be otherwise. 

Under such circumstances, then, I should be acting offensively against the stipulations of 
Article X of Annex B to the Treaty, if, in compliance with your desire that I should open and take 
cognizance of the official letter addressed to me as Commissioner, I were now to take upon me to 
act as such, without the Commissioner being legally impeded. Permit me, therefore, Sir, to say 
that I cannot now open and take cognizance of an official letter addressed to me as Arbitrator acting 
as Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, to avoid the absurdity that would arise 
therefrom, and the contravention of the Treaty, of there being two Commissioners actually oT 
on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty; and I hope and trust, from your justice, that you wil 
be convinced that it is not, therefore, possible for me to comply with your desire, that I may not 
take upon myself a great and heavy responsibility, and that I am therefore constrained, though 
with much pain, again to return to you the said official letter unopened, the same being sealed in 
the state in which you forwarded it to me. ee 


God preserve you. 
(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 85. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner .to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 


Sir, Loanda, June 12, 1850. 


IN acknowledging the receipt of your second letter of yesterday's date, in which you distinctly 
tell me that you cannot now open and take cognizance of an official letter addressed by mz to you as 
Arbitrator and Acting Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, you must allow me 
to express my regret that you should not, in the first instance, have frankly made this declaration, 
instead of resorting to the pretext you assigned for returning my letter unopened, of supposing it 
not to be intended for yourself—a course which I cannot but think would have been more worthy 
of your own high character a3 well as of what a British functionary has a right to expect from one 
acting under the authority and in the name of the Government of Portugal. 

ou have now, for the second time, thought it right to refuse to read a communication from 
the Commissioner on the part of Her Majesty, who, at the last public act of the Court (its sitting 
on the 24th ultimo), was engaged with you in the business of the indemnitics to be awarded to the 
Portuguese brig “ Galianna,” f 

This act was} signed by us as the two Commissioners then legally constituted on the part of 
our respective Sovereigns ; and so far as the minutes of the proceedings of the Mixed Commission 
are concerned, nothing appears on the face of them to alter the composition of the Court as then 
constituted. I think T am doing you but justice to believe, Sir, that in having recourse to so 
unusual—I will not say, ungracious—a step as twice returning a letter unopened to the writer, and 
that writer your coadjutor and colleague, you considered you were impelled to do so by a sense of 
public duty; but being thus deprived of the means adopted by me in the first instance of eubmittin 
to you the proposal I had to make, I have no oN alternative than to take this less formal mode o! 


Ciass A, 
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communicating to you ina few words, that the object of the letter which you returned to me 
unopened, was to propose an early meeting-of the Court, in order that (the referees having given 
their answers to the inquiries submitted to them By the Court) we might jointly proceed definitively 
in the further investigation of the claim for indemnities presented on behalf of the owners of the 
Portuguese brig “ Galianna,” : ; 

By the course you have adopted, you impede such an investigation, and put ® stop, pro tanto, 
to the award which the claimants are expecting at the hands of the Court; and it becomes my duty, 
therefore, as British member of the Court, to protest, as I hereby solemnly do, against that course, 
and to hold you responsible, in the name of Her Majesty's Government, for whataver consequences 
may result from the delay thus-interposed in the adjudication of indemnities im this case. 

There are one or two other points im your letter which might perhaps call for notice om 
part ; but, as they may arise from the diversity of language in which we severally write, and as. it 
is not my purpose to enter into a lengthened correspondence: with you on this cecasion, I pass them 


over in silence. 


Ehave, &. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 86. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


My. Lord,. Doanda, June 21, 1850. 


I. BY the despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 21st May, your Lord~ 
ship was informed of the circumstances under which the late Registrar to this 
Mixed. Commission, Senhor Baptista, quitted his. post. 

2. Nothing further was heard on the subject till’ in the spring of thie year 
accounts came from Lisbon that a gentleman of the name of Carneiro had been 
appointed in the room of the former, and. that he had taken his departure for 
this place, vid the Brazils.. 

3. No intimation of this appointment was made to:the Commission ;: this 
gentleman, however, reached this city on the 15th of last month, but before he 
actually arrived it was currently reported that he had' resigned his office imme- 
diately after landing at Bio de Janeiro,.to which place he intended to return 
forthwith, and that he had determined not to enter at all on the duties of the 
situation ta which he had been named. 

4. He has accordingly refrained from waiting on either the British or 
Portuguese Commissioner, and is, I understand, about.to- embark shortly for Rio 
de Janeiro. 

5. The Commission, therefore, remains with no other Registrar than a clerk 
from the Secretary-General’s Office, acting ad interim,.who, if it were only from 
the pressure of his other duties is, little competent to discharge those of Registrar 
efficiently. 

6. This conduct of Senhor Carneiro forms a curious coincidence with the 
pretension of Dr. Catella, as reported in my preceding despatches, and affords a 
no less significant comment thereon, in itself too obvious to require further notice 
or illustration from me. 

LT have, &c. : 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Na. 87. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to: Viscount Palmerston.—{Recetved September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 24,. 1850. 

¥ HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the suspension of the 
proceedings of the Mixed Commission becoming Known, the claimants m_ the 
case of the Portuguese brig “ Galianna” prepared a petition to the Court, pray- 
ing to be allowed to present a protest against the-delay in awarding the indem- 
mities in that case. 

2. This petition the claimants’ proctor brought to me at, my private resi- 
dence for my acceptance and-signature. 

.. 3. L of course, declined entertaining a petition so presented,.and referred 

Bim to the Registrar.. 

4, This officer subsequently brought it to me, saying that he lad laid it 
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before Dr..Catella, and that that gentleman was ready to receive and answer the 
petition, provided I would concur with him in doing so. 

5. I told the Registrar that I was prepared at any moment to take my place 
at the Court, constituted as it was when last in session, but that its minutes 
bearing no evidence on the face of them of any change in its composition, con- 
sisting, i. e., of the British Commissioner and the Portuguese Acting Commis- 
sioner, I could not cansent to recognize or concur in any meeting professing to 
be the Court of Mixed British and Portuguese Commission otherwise con- 
stituted, till such time as a legitimate alteration in the constitution of the Court 
should in due form be entered on its minutes, and signed by the respective 
members. 

6. I more than suspected at the time that this was a proceeding resorted 
to for the purpose of indirectly forcing me to deviate from the course of action 
I had prescribed to myself; and I am further confirmed in this opinion by what 
has since occurred. 

7. On the 22nd instant a person presented himself at my house, who, on 
being admitted, declared himself to be a clerk-or officer of the Juiz de Direito, 
and that he was come to read and serve upon me, under the authority 
of the Juiz de Direito, a protest which the claimants in the case of the indem- 
nities to be awarded to the brig ‘‘ Galianna” had made against me. 

8. I stopped him immediately, declaring emphatically that I could neither 
receive nor allow him to read any such instrument, and that I could not recog- 
nize or respect the intervention of the Juiz, or of any other authority whatever, 
in affairs of the Mixed Commission. 

9. The officer wished then to take down my reply in writing, and to 
introduce two persons to witness the same; but I told him that I would not 
ape them {to come in, and though as an individual I was very glad to see 

im at my house (I had a slight previous acquaintance with him), as an officer 
of justice I should shut my door against him. On this he withdrew, first 
showing me privately the papers he had brought with him. 

10. They consist of a protest, in which the Commission is declared no 
longer to exist, passed under the sanction and authority of the Juiz de Direito 
(whose signature is affixed to the document ordering it to be served on the 
parties), against Sir George Jackson, Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioner, 
for delays, &c., resulting solely from his refusing to act with the other members 
of the Commission. 

1]. This protest is founded on the petition above mentioned, which the 
claimants had addressed to the Court, and on a not very accurate statement 
made and signed by the Registrar, of what passed between myself and him on 
occasion of his bringing it to me, as before related. 

12. Whether it will be attempted to carry this proceeding any further I 
know not, but it is worthy of notice that one of the subscribing witnesses to 
these papers is a brother-in-law of Dr. Catella. 

13. Your Lordship will best know how to appreciate and deal with this 
proceeding on the part of the judicial authorities of this ‘province, which, 
though I by no means consider or complain of as a personal grievance (for the 
Judge and myself are on such terms as forbid such an interpretation), appears 
to me, I must confess, a manifest aggression against the independence of the 
Court of Mixed Commission. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 88. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 24, 1850. 

1. IN consequence of my intimation to the Portuguese Acting Commis- 
sioner (as reported in the despatch of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of 30th 
March, 1850), of my readiness to proceed with him to consider the claim for 
indemnities to be awarded to the eau brig “ Galianna,” that gentleman 

2 
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after some hesitation invited me to do so, and the Court met accordingly on the 
15th April, and published the notice of which the inclosed is a translated copy, 
appointing the Ist May for the commencement of the proceedings. 

2. On that day the claimants appeared, but no one on the part of the 
captor, and the Court at once entered on an examination of the claim, and had 
agreed in admitting several of the items, and in referring some others of a 
mercantile character to the opinions of two merchants of respectability, when 
the application of Dr. Catella put a stop to further proceedings in the case, 
which but for that would have been soon brought to a close, the answers of 
the referees to the queries submitted to them having been received on the 
3rd instant. 

3. Under these circumstances [ abstain for the present from forwarding 
any further details or papers relating to this claim for indemnities; but it is right 
your Lordship should be informed of a circumstance connected with it, which, 
though I can neither account for nor assign any probable motive in explanation 
of the fact, seems to require a more serious investigation, and one leading to 
some result, than the Court has been able to give to it. 

4. On this case of indemnities being reopened, it was discovered that 
the “autos” containing the account and particulars of amount claimed were 
not forthcoming. 

5. What occurred on that occasion will be best shown by the inclosed 
translated extract of the Minute of Session of the 15th April. : 

6. The claimants’ proctor subsequently presented a petition to be allowed 
to give in a fresh account, which was granted, and on examination it was found, 
calculating it only up to the date of the original account, to amount to rather 
less than more than the former one (although the total sum now claimed, 
owing principally to a further claim for demurrage, is considerably larger) ; 4 
circumstance which, while it seems to preclude any idea of collusion between 
the parties, or of impropriety of conduct on the part of the Acting Secretary, 
beyond that of careless negligence, renders it still more difficult to account for 
the loss of such a document. 

7. The fact, however, being verified, the individual in fault would, as a 
matter of course, in any court of Portuguese judicature have been suspended, 
but the Commissioners in the Mixed Court are so circumstanced with regard to 
their subordinates as to be almost precluded from dealing with them in that 
way; because, on the one hand, the person in question would not be sorry to be 
relieved from his extra duties, and on the other it would be very difficult to 
obtain a substitute. ; 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 88. 
Public Intimation. 


Hall of Sessions of the Mixed Commission, 
(Translation.) April 18, 1850. 

THE Court of British and Portuguese Mixed Commission established in this city, in virtue of 
the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, &c., makes known that 
the Court will meet, within the Hall of Sessions, on the 1st day of May ensuing at noon, for the 
purpose of instituting the process of the adjudication of indemnities to the Portuguese brig 
“ Galianna,” so that the respective parties interested may be thus enabled to appear in person or by 
their proctors before the said Court, either to defend or to oppose the different items which may 
eventually be presented. tee e ye J. : 

And that it may so appear the said Court has ordered that three public institutions of this 
tenor be affixed; and that it be published in the official “ Boletim” of the Government, which 
intimation I, Manoel Alves de Castro Francina, Acting Secretary of the said Commission, have 


written and signed. 
(Signed) MANOEL ALVES DE CASTRO FRANCINA, 
Acting Secretary. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 88. 


Minute of Session of the Mized Commission, April 15, 1850. 


(Extract.) 
(Translation.) 

THE Court met to enter upon the business of the indemnities of the Portuguese brig 
“ Galianna,” and the petition and account presented by the master and mate of said brig bein; 
demanded of me, I declared that I did not find the petition and account above mentioned, nor did 
know what had become of them ; in consequence of which the Commission determined that the full 
powers given originally by the said master and mate to the proctor, Francesco Joaquim Farto da 
Costa, should be again recorded, together with a duplicate of the minute made on the 11th July, 
1849, declaring the state in which the question then stood respecting the indemnities to be awarded 
to the brig “ Galianna,” the original of which minute had been given to the said proctor ; and they 
further decided that the said proctor should be informed of the loss that had occurred. 





No. 89. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 26, 1850. 


1. I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship’s information 
copies in original and translation of some further letters which have passed 
between Dr. Catella, the Portuguese Arbitrator, and myself, arising out of a com- 
munication received from the former, stating that Senhor Carneiro, who, as 
mentioned in my despatch of the 21st instant, had been appointed Registrar in 
the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission here established, had transmitted 
to him a copy of the decree by which Her Most Faithful Majesty had been 
pe to appoint him to that office, and had requested him to name a day and 

our when he might take the required oath, and enter on his functions. 

2. As your Lordship is aware, this gentleman has been here since the 15th 
May without having presented himself to either of the Commissioners, and under 
the circumstances mentioned in that despatch, and I may now add what, con- 
sidering him as having resigned his situation, I did not before think it necessary 
to state, that Senhor Carneiro, on his first landing, took up his quarters, and 
has ever since continued in the house of one of the most notorious slave- 
traffickers in this place,—a Brazilian subject, but domiciled here, who, though 
styled a merchant, has confessedly no other commercial dealings than those of 
Slave Traffic. 

3. Since my reply to Dr. Catella, I have heard nothing further on the sub- 
ject of Senhor Carneiro, and I cannot but look upon this communication made 
to me respecting him as only another expedient resorted to, to induce or force 
me to recognize Dr. Catella as Commissioner on the part of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty. ; 

: 4. The letter (Inclosure 3) I addressed to Senhor Demony, to give him the 
opportunity of reconsidering his determination, and that there might be no 
pretence for saying that Her Majesty’s Commissioner had obstructed the execu- 
tion of the commands of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 89. 


Dr. Oatella to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 24, 1850. 


THE Senhor Leonardo Pinheiro da Cunha Cameiro has just addressed himeelf to me oneal, 
and transmitted to me a copy of the Decree of the 6th December last, by which Her Majesty the 
Queen was pleased to name him to the post of Registrar in the Mixed Portuguese and British Com- 
mission here established, vacant by the dismissal of Senhor Luiz Antonio Baptista; and he requests 
me to name the day and hour when he may present himself to assume the charge of his office, and to 
take the prescribed oath, ; . Y 
It is indispensable that the Mixed Commission, as in duty bound, should give possession of his 
post, and should administer the oath to the Registrar so appointed, in order that he may enter upon 
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his duties without any delay, as he ought to do, not only that the commands of the Sovereign may 
be carried into full effect, but also that the services of the Acting Secretary may be discontinued, to 
whom the State cannot continue to pay any salary whatever, such salary being due only to the 
individual who is in possession of the office, and who has presented himself to take charge of the 
same. 

T have the honour, therefore, to inform you, Sir, of this communication made to me by the 
Registrar so appointed, and I hope that taking it into due consideration you will enable:me by your 
reply to give such an answer as it behoves me to give to the letter of the Ebewe-assilined fanc- 
tionary. 
God preserve you. 

(Signed) EUSEBIA CATELLA DE LEMOS PNO. FALCAO, 
Commissioner of Her Most Fatthful Majesty. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Dr. Catella. 


Sir, Loanda, June 24,1850. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from you under this day’s date, informing me 
that the Senhor Leonardo Pinheiro da Cunha Carneiro has addressed himself to you, and has trans- 
mitted to you a copy of the Decree of the 6th December last, by which Her Most Faithful Majesty 
the Queen was pleased to name him to the post of Registrar to the Mixed British and Portu- 
guese Commission here established, vacant by the dismissal of Senhor Luiz, Antonio Baptista, and 
that he requeste you to name the day and hour when he may present himself to assume the charge of 
the office, and to take the prescribed oath. 

You add that it is indispensable that the Mixed Commission, as in duty bound, should give 
 sepseaaipe of his post, and should administer the oath to the Registrar so appeinted, in order that 

e may enter upon his duties without any delay, as he ought to do, not only that the commands of 
the Sovereign may be carried into full effect, but also that the services of the Acting Registrar may 
be discontinued, to whom the State cannot continue to pay any salary whatever, such salary being 
due: only to the individual who is in possession of the office, and who has presented himself to take 
charge of the same. 

A\fter making te me this communication, you express the hope that taking the same into due 
consideration, I will enable you by my reply to give such an answer as it behoves you to give to the 
letter of the above-mentioned functionary. 

I have not failed, Sir, to do so aecordingly, and I regret that the only reply which, consisten 
with what I conceive to be my duty as Commissioner on the part of Her Majesty in the Mixed Briti 
and Portuguese Commission, I can make to your communication is, that I shall take the earliest 
opportunity of tranamitting a copy of it to my Government, and that I have in the meantime also 
forwarded 1 copy to Senhor G. C. Demony, whom alone I can recognize as representative of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty to act with me in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, under the 
ciroumstances of the cage, to which it is superfluous more particularly to allude. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 89. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Portuguese Arbitrator. 


Sir, Loanda, June 24, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter I have this day received 
from the Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falc&o, together with a copy of the reply which 
I have felt it my duty to return to it. 

I do so in the anxious hope that you will be induced thereby to reconsider the determination 
you announced to me-in the correspondence I have lately had the honour of holding with you, and 
that as well for the purpose of giving full effect to the orders of your own Sovereign, as with a view 
to the good of the public service, no ios than to the intentions of both the High Contracting Parties 
to the Treaty of 1842, which are now manifestly frustrated by the suspension of the proceedings of 
the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, you will join me in holding a Court as Acting Come 
missioner on the part of Her Most Faithful Majesty, a character which both de jure and de facto I 
respectfully submit belongs to you according to the constitution of the Court, as recorded on its minutes 
of the 24th May last, so long as no other person shall have taken his seat, or as you express it 
in your own language, “ tomado posse,” as member, and a formal minute of that fact shall not have 
been recorded by the Registrar or Secretary, and sigued respectively. 

I have &e. 


(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 








LOANDA. 95 


Inclosure 4 in No. 89. 


The Portuguese Arbitrator to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Translation.) 
Sir, Loanda, June 25, 1850. 


IT HAD last evening (the 24th) the honour of receiving your official letter of that date, directed 
to my name, without the designation of my office, in which you transmitted to me copies of the letter 
which Senhor Eusebio Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcio (Commissioner of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty) had addressed to you, and of the answer which you had retumed to it, respecting Senhor Leo- 
wardo Pinheiro da Cunha Carneiro povirkn, be n the duties of his office of Secretary to the Mixed British 
and Portuguese Commission here establis! ae as he is desirous of doing ; and at the same time you 
urge me, in the hope that I shall reconsider the determination which I communicated to you im the 
recent correspondence held between us, to act ss Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty, ad 
in that character to jo you in holding a Court. 

In aes it is my duty to say, that I am, and always have been, ready to act as Commissiones of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty, when the circumstances pointed out in Section 3 of Article X of 
Annex B to the Treaty may arise, and that I formed no resolution of myself, which I can now have 
to reconsider, because the Treaty marks my duties, and I neither have done nor will do more than 
follow them, as it becomes me; and in the stipulations of the Treaty, I find none which may empower 
me to act as Commissioner of Her Most Faithful Majesty, under any other circumstances than those 
pointed out in the aforesaid section of Article X of Annex B. 


‘od preserve you. 
(Signed) GUILHERMO CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
Arbitrator of Her Most Faithful Majesty. 





No. 90. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, June 27, 1850: 


1. YOUR Lordship may have noticed the wording of Dr. Oatella’s last 
letter to me, in which, instead of forwarding to me, as might have been expected, 
a copy of Senhor Carneiro’s letter to him, he contents himself with saying “he 
has addressed me officially, and transmitted a copy of the decree,” &c. 

2. Dr. Catella’s reason for not doing so has since become sufficiently 
evident, for I have just ascertained that this very letter of which he avails 
himself to endeavour to induce me to join him as Commissioner im holding a 
Court for the admission of Senhor Carneiro to the duties of his office, in order 
that, besides other reasons, “the Sovereign’s’” commands may be carried into 
full effect, announces his intention of abandoning his post, and re-embarking 
immediately for the Brazils, on the plea of ill health, with a view to which he 
applied (at the suggestion, as I am told, of the Governor) to be allowed to 
appear before a medical board. 

3. Many reflections arise on a review of this whole transaction as regards 
both these functionaries, but the only remark I will allow myself to make on 
this occasion, is, that I think your; Lordship will not fail to see in it a full 
justification of the interpretation which I put on Dr. Catella’s last letter to me 
of the 24th instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 9t.. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Pulmerston.—{Received September 16.) 


My Lord, Loanda, July 1, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of your Lordship, that 
there have been no cases adjudicated im. the Court of British. and Portuguese 
Mixed Commission established in this city, cae the past. half-year. 


have, &c. 
(Signed): GEORGE JACKSON. 


SS 
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No. 92. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 18, 1850. 

I HAVE received the joint despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
of the 30th of March last, reporting the arrival of the United States’ 
brig “Perry” to cruize in the neighbourhood of Loanda, and relating the 
substance of a conversation which you had had with Lieutenant Foote, com- 
manding that vessel, on the subject of the state of the Slave Trade. 

I approve of your conduct during the interview in question, as reported in 
that despatch. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





No. 93. 
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 26, 1850. 


I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th of April last, and I have to 
acquaint you that I approve of the steps which you took, as therein reported, 
in execution of the instructions conveyed to you in my despatch of the 11th 
of June, 1849, relative to the manner of paying the Marshal of the Mixed 
Commission, of which you are a member, for his services. ‘ 

In consequence of the representation which you had made to me relative 
to the inconvenience felt by the Mixed Commission, owing to their not being 
provided with a regular Marshal and Interpreter, I addressed, in the month of 
February last, a despatch to Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, in 
which I instructed him to make a new proposition to the Portuguese Government 
on this subject: namely, that they should select some efficient and proper persons 
from among the Government officials at Loanda to hold these offices at a 
moderate rate of remuneration, to be defrayed in equal moieties by the two 
Governments. I shall instruct Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires to bring this 
subject again, without loss of time, under the consideration of the Portuguese 
Government, and I shall make you acquainted with their decision as soon as it 
shall have been communicated to me. 

: T am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





No. 94. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 1.) 


My Lord, Loanda, July 5, 1850. 


1. I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that accounts have just 
reached this city of the capture, by Her Majesty’s steam-ship ‘‘ Cyclops,” to the 
south of Ambriz, of a Portuguese slave-vessel, said to be the “ Joaguina,” men- 
tioned in my despatch of the Ist April last, and of the destruction of a Brazilian 
slaver called the “ Marianna,” between Benguela and this place. 

2. The loss of these vessels is to be attributed to the fortuitous and some- 
what singular circumstance of both having fallen in with a very fine merchant 
brig of the new build, which sailed hence last month, and which was mistaken 
by them both for the “ Corimba” brig of a similar construction, which, as your 
Lordship may remember, was originally a slaver, and subsequently taken into 
the Portuguese service. : 

8. This mistake caused the first vessel, above referred to, to alter her 
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course, and thus to fall into the hands of the “Cyclops.” The master of the 
second, to escape what he supposed certain capture, ran her on shore and 
burned her. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 95. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 1.) 


My Lord, Loanda, July 17, 1850. 


1. DURING the last month the slave interest has sustained some severe 
losses ; besides the two vessels mentioned in my last despatch, I have the 
satisfaction of informing your Lordship that a brigantine named the ‘ Condor,” 
has been taken by Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“ Philomel ;” a barque and a schooner 
by the “ Flying-Fish ;” and two brigantines, the ‘‘ Volusia” and the ‘“ Esme- 
ralda,” by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Rattier ;” all fully equipped, but without 
slaves on board. 

2. The first of these, having the United States’ flag, attempted to pass as 
American, but eventually acknowledged her American papers to be false, and 
hoisted Brazilian colours ; the latter, which had only just arrived off this coast 
from the Brazils, was quite a new vessel, had everything in the most perfect 
order, and was well found in every respect, with a strong crew, fully armed, and 
having had guns on board, which were thrown over in the chase. 

3. It appears that the “‘ Esmeralda,” who showed no colours or papers, 
felt so secure in her superior sailing powers, that she did not at first attempt 
even to run away from Her Majesty’s cruizer, and that it was only on ascertain- 
ing that she was in the presence of a steamer, that the captain of her made any 
effort to escape, in which, had he had more wind, he might even then not impro- 
bably have succeeded. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 96. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 1.) 


My Lord, Loanda, July 25, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 27th June last, I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that Senhor Carneiro sailed yesterday for Rio de 
Janeiro, in company with the Brazilian slave-merchant at whose house he had, 
as I before stated, taken up his residence upon his first landing at this place. 
Senhor Carneiro’s passport described him as a merchant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 97. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 1.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, August 14, 1850. 

1. I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the United States 
corvette ‘‘ Portsmouth” arrived here on the 5th instant from the Cape de 
Verdes, after a long passage of fifty-five days, but without having touched at 
any intermediate place. 

2. She bears the broad pendant of Commodore Gregory, Commander-in- 
chief of the African squadron, with whom I have had the pleasure of having 
much interesting conversation. 

3. Nothing can be more satisfactory than the language of CommodoreGregory, 
or the ae under which he states himself to be acting, unless it be the 
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spirit in which he professes to be personally disposed to carry out the views of 
his Government, who, he assured me, are sincerely anxious to co-operate with 
Great Britain in the most cordial and zealous manner in suppressing the Slave 
Traffic carried on through the agency of their citizens, and in putting a stop to 
the notorious abuse of the American flag in the prosecution of that traffic. 





No. 98. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—-(Received November 9.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, August 26, 1850. 


1. THE United States’ brig “‘ Perry” sailed hence suddenly on the 15th 
instant, and returned yesterday bringing with her the American brigantine 
“ Chatsworth.” 

2. Commodore Gregory informs me that he sent the “ Perry” to Ambriz, in 
consequence of a communication made to him by Commander Harvey, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “‘ Kingfisher,” that the American brigantine “ Chatsworth” was 
at that place (having recently arrived from Pernambuco), under circumstances 
which led to the belief that she was engaged in a Slave Trade voyage. 

3. This suspicion it seems was sufficiently strong to induce one of the 
officers of the ‘‘ Perry’ detached on boat-service to detain her provisionally, 
and, on the arrival of the “Perry” at Ambriz, her commander, Lieutenant 
Foote, determined on bringing the “Chatsworth” to this harbour, for the 
“purpose of submitting the case to the American Commodore, by whose orders a 
strict search was immediately instituted, which has ended in her being released, 
her papers appearing, as the Commodore assures me, to be quite regular, and it 
having been found impossible—whatever grounds there might be for suspicion— 
to bring any positive proof against her. 





No. 99. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 29.) 


My Lord, Loanda, September 13, 1850. 


1. HER Majesty’s Commissioners had the honour of reporting to your 
Lordship, in their despatch of 28th February, 1849, the observations of the 
Governor-General on the communication to him of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 9th October of the preceding year. 

2. Since that time the subject has not in any way recurred, but the last 
“ Boletim Official” contains an advertisement to the effect that the hull of the 
“‘ Aurora,” condemned in the Prize Court on 17th March, 1848 (vide Her. 
Majesty’s Commissioners’ despatch of March 20 of that year*), is to be sold at 
public auction, with the condition that it shall be broken up within two months, 
and that her keel shall be sawed in two in presence of the Director of the 
Arsenal and of two other witnesses. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 100. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 29.) 


My Lord, Loanda, September 14, 1850. 

1. WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of the despatch of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners of the 5th February last, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the Juiz de Direito has received, by a recent 
arrival from Lisbon, a portaria from his Government, in reply to an appli- 
cation made by him in December 1849, requesting to be informed of the 
sentence pronounced by the Supreme Tribunal in the appeal made to it by 
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Messrs. Mattozo and Garrido against the sentence given by the “ Relacdo de 
Lisboa,” upon their first appeal to that court from the condemnatory pro- 
ceedings had in their case before the Juiz de Direito in this city. 

2. The judge is told, in this portaria, for his information, and in order 
to the proper steps being taken—I1st. That the appeal was carried up to the 
Supreme Tribunal on the 12th July, 1847. 2nd. That on the 31st January, 
1848, that tribunal gave its sentence rejecting the appeal and confirming the 
decision of the court below. 8rd. That for want of the payment of costs by 
the appellants, the process was detained in the office of the Supreme Court till 
the 20th December, 1849, when, on the aforesaid costs being paid, the pro- 
ceedings were returned to the ‘‘ Relagio.” 

3. The portaria ends by informing the judge that this was the cause 
of the delay in making known to him the result of the appeal to the Supreme 
Tribunal, because such notifications must necessarily be posterior to the return 
of the proceedings to the “ Relacio,” where only the sentence rejecting the 
appeal could receive its execution. 

4. I have been thus particular in reciting the purport of the above 
portaria, because from the terms of it your Lordship will be the less sur- 
prised to learn farther that, though the sentence of the Supreme Tribunal has 
been received by the Delegado at this city, yet that na notice whatever has 
been taken of the despatch written by the Juiz de Direito, detailing the conduct 
of the clerk, Forte, and the loss of the process (reported in the before-mentioned 
despatch of the 5th February last), and requesting that copies of the same might 
be forwarded to this capital with a view to its ulterior prosecution, and that 
consequently a further reference to Lisbon becomes necessary before any step 
can be taken in execution of the sentence of the Supreme Tribunal. 

5. Several vessels are expected shortly from Lisbon, but as this second 
despatch of the Juiz had been received long before the date of the portaria, 
he does not look to receiving any reply thereto, and the less so because, though 
the transmission of the sentence to the Delegado was accompanied by such 
memoranda as would have enabled that officer to carry on the proceedings, had 
the original process been forthcoming, yet in the absence of that document they 
become unavailable; a circumstance which, the Juiz observed, in giving me 
the above information, the Minister who signed the portaria could not be 
ignorant of, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 101. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 29.) 


My Lord, Loanda, September 16, 1850. 


1. AS illustrative of the system of allowing persons taken on board slave- 
vessels, and tried before the Juiz de Direito, to be at large on bail pending the 
final decision to be pronounced at Lisbon, I think it right your Lordship should 
be informed that a Portuguese, of the name of Francisco Baptista d’Oliveira, 
who was taken on board the “ Aurora” (vide Commissioners’ despatch of 
20th March, 1848), and figured as a passenger with a Brazilian passport, and 
who was admitted to bail from the commencement of the proceedings, is now in 
command, under the assumed name of Mechas, of a Government transport 
sailing between Loanda and Benguela and the intermediate ports, in other 
words, some of the chief resorts of Slave Traffic on this coast. 

2. This is explained and justified on the ground of enabling him to gain 
his livelihood and of relieving the public funds, which would otherwise be 
charged with his maintenance. 

3. I have the honour to inclose herewith the “ Boletim” of the 24th ultimo, 
showing the facts; the identity of the individual is matter of notoriety. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
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Inclosure in No. 101. 
Extract from the Loanda “ Boletim Official” of August 24, 1850. 


SAILED, August 22, Portuguese transport ‘‘ Bouifim,” commanded by the pilot F. B. O. M. 
Mechas, manned by eight white and six Cabenda men, for Pens vid the ports, with aguardiente, 
cloths, rice, farinha, and various trifles ; one mail and various despatches; passengers, fifteen. A. da 
S. M. Ferreira, merchant; J. C. Pestanana, custom-house officer; ten slaves, and three soldiers; 
Portuguese. 





No. 102. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 29.) 


My Lord, Loanda, September 18, 1850. 

1. I HAD the honour to inform your Lordship, in my despatch of the 
25th ultimo, of the circumstances attending the detention and actual release of 
the American brigantine “ Chatsworth.” 

2. So strong, however, notwithstanding this release, were the grounds of 
suspicion against this vessel, and so impressed was Commander Foote, of the 
United States’ brig “Perry,” with the belief that she was engaged in a Slave 
Trade speculation, that he determined not to lose sight of her; and accordingly, 
upon the “ Chatsworth” leaving this port “ for the northern ports and Brazil,” 
he, after standing off to the southward, suddenly tacked and came up with her 
at Ambrizette, where, from information he had received, he again boarded her 
and brought her to Ambriz. 

8. There he found the “ Louisa Beaton,” and through her captain obtained 
from the master of the ‘‘ Chatsworth,” not only the withdrawal of the protest 
which he had previously made against her seizure by the “ Perry,” but various 
affidavits from him and other parties acknowledging the ‘‘ Chatsworth” to 
be on a slave-trading voyage, and to have shipped between 500 and 600 slaves 
on her last trip, to have landed them to the south of Rio de Janeiro, and, after 
cleansing the ship, to have proceeded to Pernambuco, and entered that port 
“in ballast.” 

4. From these affidavits it appears that the ‘‘ Chatsworth” belongs, in 
shares, to an Americo-Brazilian house at Rio de Janeiro, to an individual at 
at Ambriz, and to an Italian who was on board as supercargo; that the captain 
of her—an American-born, engaged at 100 dollars per month—was entirely 
under the orders of this Italian, who had Brazilian papers on board, and was 
fully empowered to sell or change the flag as he might think proper. 

5. Not less than 4000 slaves are said to be now ready for embarkation 
between this and the Congo—a large number of which, but for the perseverance 
and judicious conduct of Commander Foote, would have been shipped off in a 
few hours. 

6. The “ Chatsworth,’ built at Baltimore, and probably more or less con- 
nected with that port, was immediately sent there by Commander Foote, with 
as strong a prize crew as he could spare, for adjudication. 

7. I cannot but feel particular satisfaction at this capture, as the disclosures 
which it has brought to light so fuily justified the anxious and watchful eye 
which Her Majesty’s cruizers kept on this vessel on her last appearance on this 
coast, and by laying bare to the United States’ Government the nefarious 
system by which their flag has been prostituted, will, I should hope, go far at 
once to open their eyes, and to discourage a continuance of such practices 
in future. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
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No. 103. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 26.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, October 7, 1850. 


1. I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that, on the 27th ultimo, 
Her Majesty’s stcam-sloop “Rattler,” Commander Cumming, seized the 
Brazilian brig “ Echo” of Pernambuco, of 230 tons burden. 

2. This capture was made about fifty miles from land, in the latitude of 
Benguela, and from the fact of several large leaguers having been subsequently 
seen on the beach, covered over with branches of trees and underwood, at 
Lobito, and several boats collected there, as well as from other circumstances, 
there is reason to believe that the “‘ Echo” was destined to take in a cargo of 
slaves from that spot. 

3. She had a small manifested regular cargo, but, in addition to that cargo, 
there were found on board her, not down in the manifest, the following articles : 
a very large quantity of firewood, about 200 hides, which, together with a 
number of leaguers, might very well serve for a slave-deck, and thirty bags of 
farinha concealed in two separate divisions in the cabin. 

4, During the chase, Commander Cumming observed several articles to be 
thrown overboard, which sunk immediately—a fact which his officers were called 
upon by him to witness and to attest in a paper drawn up at the moment, and 
sent with the prize to the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, where, on the 
above grounds, the “‘ Echo” was at once dispatched for adjudication. 

5. Her owner’s name is Pereira da Cunha, of Pernambuco, and, on his 
behalf, the master of her declared his intention of protesting against the seizure 
and of defending the vessel. 





No. 104. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received January 2, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, October 19, 1850. 


1. YOUR Lordship is doubtless aware of the communications that have 
passed this year between the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty's 
ship “ Cyclops,”’ and the Governor-General of this province, on the subject of 
the numerous barracoons for purposes of Slave Trade, declared by that officer 
to exist at various spots on the southern parts of this coast. 

2. The Commandant of the Portuguese Naval station, Senhor Manoel 
Thomas da Silva Cordeiro, sailed for those parts in the end of July; and, on the 
eve of his departure, received the accompanying despatch (which I have the 
honour to inclose in original and translation) from the Governor-General, in 
consequence of which, on the arrival of the former at Benguela, he issued 
instructions to two of the cruizers under his command, a translated extract from 
which is annexed. 

8. I do not trouble your Lordship with a very long report detailing 
the proceedings of these cruizers on this occasion, but the officer in command 
of them states that at two only of the places named, viz., Equimina and 
Eminena, did he find any indications of Slave Traffic; that at one of them 
he burnt two, at another five old barracoons deserted, and with nothing 
in them of any value; and that at all the other spots pointed out to him in 
his instructions, he found nothing but depéts of lawful commerce, such as 
urzella, &c. 

4. Of the frequent shipments, however, of slaves from this part of the 
coast, notwithstanding this report, and of the connivance of the Portuguese 
authorities stationed there, little doubt can, I believe, be entertained. 

5. The Portuguese Commandant has just returned to this port, but has not 
yet forwarded the result of this investigation, either to his Government or to the 
Governor-General; but he tells me that in replying to that part of his Excel- 
lency’s despatch, in which he is recommended to inquire into the conduct of the 
Commandants of Novo Redondo and Quicombo, he intends to call his attention _ 
very paintedly to the insufficiency of the force the Governor of Benguela has at 
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his disposal, which is so small—between thirty and forty men only—as to make 
it impossible for any one filling that office, even with the best intentions, to 
spare an adequate number for the necessary detachments. 

6. As very materially affecting the Slave Trade question, though not arising, 
out of any transaction directly in connexion with it, I beg to observe that the 
Governor of Benguela, the same whose renewed appointment was mentioned in 
my despatch of the Ist of April last, is now here to answer some accusations 
which have been brought against him of malversation in the Financial Depart- 
ment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 104. 
The Secretary of the Government of Angola to the Commandant of the Portuguese Naval Station. 


(Translation.) Office of the General Department of the Province of Angola, 
Sir, July 1850. 


ON the 4th March of this year, the Captain of Her Britannic Majesty's steamer “Cyclops,” © 
addressed two official letters to his Excellency the Governor-General of this province, acquainting 
him that several depéts for slaves destined to be carried beyond sea were established at Novo 
Redondo; a brig named the “ Maria” having on the 20th of January last shipped at that presi- 
dency a great number of slaves; and that at Quicombo there was also a depot similar to the above, 
in proof of which he asserted that the Brazilian brig “ Ventura” had sailed from that spot with 
481 negroes, who were subsequently captured by the brig “ Waterwitch,” and that among the 
negroes so captured some were found who said they belonged to inhabitants of that station, and 
further, that several slave depdts also existed at the Salinas, at Bahia Farta, and at various other 
points distant six or seven miles from Benguela, from which the American brig “ Lowisa” attempted 
to ship a great number; and his Excellency, immediately on the receipt of these two letters, as 
you, Sir, were not then in harbour, sent orders to the Commandants of Novo Redondo and 
Quicombo, to the Governor of Benguela, and to the Commander of the schooner “ Nympha,” 
directing them to inform him circumstantially respecting the whole that was alleged by the aforesaid 
captain, making them responsible for any transgression whatever of the Decree of the 10th December, 
1836, and instructing the Commander of the “‘Nympha,” supposing such depéts to exist, to destroy 
and burn them, if he had force enough for that purpose. 

His Excellency had not then any other mcans at his disposal to arrive at the truth; and the 
result of all these examinations proved contrary to the assertions made by the captain of the 
“Cyclops,” but that officer continuing te declare in a letter recently addressed by him to his Excel- 
lency, that at the spots pointed out, and at Lobito, negroes had been shipped for beyond sea, his 
Excellency directs me to say to you, Sir, that profiting by the opportunity of your departure from 
this port for the southern part of this coast, he cannot refrain from requesting that you will ascertain 
by the best means in your power, and with the utmost caution, whether the Commandants of Novo 
Redondo and Quicombo are at all concerned in such shipments, and that you will cause the aforesaid 
spots to be examined by the force under your command, and the depéts, if they exist, to be 
destroyed, giving thereafter such information respecting the same as may occur to you, as his 
Excellency feels the deepest interest in ascertaining the truth. 

God preserve, &c. 

(Signed) F. J. DA COSTA E SILVA, 
Secretary-General of the Government. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 104. 


Extract of the Instructions given by the Commandant of the Nacal Station to the 
Commander of the Schooner “* Nympha.” 


(Translation.) Benguela, September 25, 1850. 

1, YOU will sail from this port to-day, taking with you the schooner “ Conde do Tojal,” and, 
in your character of a man-of-war cruizer (jointly with the schooner ‘Conde do Tojal”), you will 
explore the whole extent of coast lying between Elephant’s Bay and this port of Benguela, and 
especially the following spots:—Southern Equimina, Chelulo, Eminena, Loacho, Rio Cuio, Rio de 
Sao Francisco, Ponta do Suldas Salinas, Northern Eminena, Grangcio, Ponta de Sao Jose das 
Salinas, Bahia Farta; and you will examine with the greatest attention, by landing yourself, and 
going as far inland as possible, if there exist any barracoons bearing the marks of being destined 
for the Slave Trade, according as it is declared in the table annexed to the Decree of the 10th 
December, 1836; and should you ascertain such to be the case, you will proceed according to the 
tenor of the Portarias of the 22nd May and Ist July, 1847. 

2. When you shall have to burn any barracoons destined for that Trade, you will previously 
draw up an authentic minute relative thereto, and the same should be done, in case the barracoons 
you visit should not exhibit any such marks. 

3. So soon as you shall have completed this service, you will present to me a circumstantial 
report of what may have occurred during this important commission. 


SS 
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No, 105. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
January 2, 1851.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, October 29, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the new Commodore or 
Commander-in-chief of the French Naval Forces on the West Coast of Africa, 
M. Pénaud, arrived in this harbour on the 26th instant, on board the steam- 
frigate ‘El Dorado,” and that, acting (as I had previously done in the case of 
the American Commodore) upon the principle laid down by your Lordship’s 
instructions of 30th December, 1847, I took an early opportunity of paying my 
respects to him. 

He was pleased to express his regret that he had fnot anticipated me, 
and declaring the satisfaction it gave him to have an opportunity of stating 
the line of conduct he had traced out for himself, and which he was determined 
rigidly to pursue in the execution of the duties intrusted to him, he proceeded 
to enter at large upon the whole question of the suppression, or rather, to use 
his own words, the repression of the Slave Trade. 

This is M. Pénaud’s first visit to the West Coast of Africa, but he has 
been much on the Eastern, in the Isle of Bourbon and at Madagascar, and 
appears to have considered the question attentively, and to be in possession of 
notes and memoranda furnished by his predecessor, M. Bouet, which he thinks 
will be of more service to him than the published work of that officer. 

He expresses himself anxious to receive any information or denuncia- 
tion against any French vessel suspected of slave-trading. 





No. 106. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received 
January 2, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, October 30, 1850. 


1. ON the 8th instant, the French brig of war “ Agile” appeared off this 
bert, and anchored outside, having a brigantine in company, which showed no 
colours. 

2. The report soon circulated that it was a Brazilian slaver which she had 
detained. 

3. Nothing certain, however, was known respecting the case, till the arrival 
of the French Commodore, when the fact proved to be so. 

4. She is a vessel of about 120 tons, called the ‘“ Rival,” from an outport 
to the south of Rio de Janeiro, with a crew of twenty-threc or twenty-four men, 
who, on the approach of the “Agile” off Ambriz, for the purpose of visiting 
her, were seen to make for the shore, and to be burying a large quantity of fire- 
arms in the sand; upwards of a hundred muskets, besides other arms. 

5. She showed Brazilian colours, but had no papers of any kind whatever 
on board, beyond a letter proving both her name and the place whence she came 
from ; and on this threefold ground—the want of papers, the quantity of arms, 
and the excessive number of the crew in proportion to her tonnage—the Com- 
modore has determined on sending her to I’rance on a charge of piracy, together 
with every individual found on board, if on a survey ordered to be held upon 
her, she shall appear to be in such a state as to make it worth while to do so. 

[ have, &c. 
- (Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 
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No. 107. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 2, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, October 1, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of the report made by the 
Ccurator of Liberated Negroes to the Board of Superintendence, for the quarter 
ended on the 30th September, 1850, from which your Lordship will see that 
the condition of the twenty negroes subject to his inspection continue to be as 
satisfactory as at the date of his previous report. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure in No. 107. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


(Translation.) St. Paul de Loanda, September 80, 1850. 


THE Curator of Liberated Negroes has the honour to report to the Board of Superintendence 
that, having visited several times during the third quarter of the present ycar, the twenty libertos 
confided to the partners, Valentine Jozé Pereira and Antonio Jozé Lopez Soeiro, he found— 

Ist. That the said twenty Libertos were well treated. 

2nd. That sixteen of them, viz.— 


Felix Colombe, Eusebio Catraio, 
George Moonge, Pedro de Quigama, 
Elizio, Marcos Ganga, 

Vicente, Matheus, 

Lourengo Miluange, Alvaro Bunge, 
Sebastiio de Congo, Jacintho oe 
Germano Dalla, Sebastiaio de Canandula, 
André, Thimotheo Calecute, 


continued to be employed in the erection of a soap manufactory. 
8rd. That the two libertos Joio de Ambaca and Joico de Calanda were learning with 

advantage the trade of stone-masons. 

4th. That the liberto Pedro de Loanda continued to work as a cooper. 

5th. That the liberto Agostinho Cacullo. was employed as a gardener. 

6th, That on the visit which he made this day, Valentine Jozé Pereira declared to him 
(Curator) that the two libertos Sebastido da Canandula and Thimotheo Calecute had on that 
occasion gone to the Bengo in company of the person he had sent there to examine the piece of - 
ground where he intended to raise a plantation of tobacco, in order to assist at the said examination, 
but that they would return within three or four days.* 

7th. Finally, That the behaviour of the said libertos was in general good. 

(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 





Curator. 
No. 108. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner toViscount Palmerston.—(Received 
January 20, 1851.) 
(Extract.) Loanda, November 7, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, as the result of the survey 
held on the Brazilian brigantine “ Rival,” recently captured by the French brig 
of war “ Agile,” showing her to be in want of considerable repairs, that it has 
been determined to send her at once to Goree, from whence, when the winter is 
over, she will proceed to France for adjudication. 





* Since returned—October 9, 1850. 
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No. 109. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 20, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, November 14, 1850. 


1. I BEG to call your Lordship’s attention to the sixth paragraph of the 
Curator’s last quarterly report, in which it is stated that two of the libertos had 
been sent by Valentine Jozé Pereira to the Bengo, without, of course, the 
sanction of the Board. 

2. Not to trouble your Lordship unnecessarily, I contented myself, in 
transmitting this report for your Lordship’s information, with informally noticing 
the return of one of these libertos, and relying on the assurance that he would 
be followed shortly by the other, which he in fact was ; but since that, Senhor 
Valentine has again sent them away without obtaining the previous consent of 
the Board, and without the knowledge even of the Curator, prior to their removal, 
having only informed that officer of the fact in a Jetter subsequent thereto, in 
which he declares the place to which he had sent them to be within the specified 
limit of twenty miles. 

3. The Curator, in reporting this to the Board, stated it to be impossible 
for him, the distances in this province not being measured, to ascertain the 
precise distance of the place in question from this city ; but gave it as his opinion, 

aving himself travelled part of the way, that it would not exceed twenty 
miles. : 

4. From all the information I could obtain, I was myself led to a different 
conclusion ; at all events I considered that it would be contrary to the spirit of 
the regulations, if there were any doubt on this point, to decide it against the 
libertos ; that in fixing twenty miles, a clause permissive only, not obligatory on 
the Junta, the regulations contemplated, no doubt, twenty miles in Europe, 
whereas that distance in these regions was equal to at least two or three times 
as much in amore civilized country, and that to agree to such a removal, which 
would necessarily withdraw them from the immediate surveillance not only of 
the Curator, but even of the partners themselves, the hirers of the libertos, would 
be to expose them to the greatest risk of being kidnapped, and resold into 
slavery. 

5. Under this conviction I called a meeting of the Board. The Governor- 
General, when we met, without combating the foregoing observations, which I 
pressed upon his consideration, was of opinion, that provided the place of removal 
was within the distance, the wording of the indentures authorized the removal of 
the libertos, as proposed. 

6. To this I was not prepared to assent, though I cannot but admit that 
the indenture is drawn up less unambiguously than I would allow a second to 
be should any fresh case occur; but it is superfluous to relate what passed 
between the two Commissioners on this point, because I proposed to waive the 
consideration of it by calling the parties before the Board, and hearing from 
their own mouths the exact state of the case. 

7. This his Excellency readily agreed to, and on their appearance I put 
the following questions to them :— 

What is the distance between this city and Quitulo, the place to which 
you have removed two of the libertos? 

Do you intend changing your present residence, and removing there 
yourselves ? 

8. To the first of these questions they replied, five or six leagues in a 
straight line; but as the road to Quitulo has many turnings and windings, they 
would have to travel twelve leagues to get there. To the second question they 
replied in the negative. 

9. The Board at once, on receiving the above answers, decided that the 
partners could not be permitted to change the residence of the libertos as they 
had proposed, and the Curator was directed to notify its decision to the 
partners accordingly. 

10. I availed myself of this opportunity to inquire from the hirers of the 
libertos personally, whether they had been baptized and vaccinated, in com- 
pliance with the second and third clauscs of Article XIII of the Regulations ; 
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and we were told that, with regard to the second, the greater part had been 
baptized, but that some, for want of sufficient intelligence to receive the neces- 
sary religious instruction, had not yet been so; and that, with regard to the 
third, they had not been vaccinated, owing to there being no vaccine matter to 
be had here. 

11. In February 1849, the partners presented a petition praying to be 
allowed to redeliver the twenty libertos to the Junta. At the time, I did not 
consider it necessary to notice this to your Lordship, as it was not followed up 
or persisted in; but I now inclose a translation thereof, and of the answer it 
received,—the more so as, from the moment when it became apparent that the 
Board was not disposed to allow any deviation from the Regulations, com- 
plaints have been made against one of the libertos, charging him with excessive 
misconduct, drunkenness, thieving, insubordination, &c., and requiring that his 
indenture should be cancelled; and a petition of one of the partners, Antonio 
Lopez Lociro, is about to be presented, praying to be allowed to surrender his 
share in the partnership as respects the libertos, and to be released from all 
responsibility on their account. 

12. On the application to have the indenture of the above liberto cancelled, 
which I observed was the more extraordinary, as each successive quarterly 
report of the Curator, founded on the statement of the partners, even to the 
last of 30th September, testified to the good conduct of all the libertos without 
exception, the Governor-General expressed himself as being greatly at a loss to 
know what to do with the liberto, if his indentures were cancelled, as it was not 
probable any one would be found willing to hire him; a consideration which led 
him, I have no doubt, to give greater weight to my observations, and to recom- 
mend to the partners to try the effect of discipline, moral as well as physical, 
before resorting to that measure. 

13. I have been the more particular, my Lord, in making this report, 
because I would fain hope that, though as yet the instructions which your 
Lordship states, in your despatch of 16th September, 1848, you had given to 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon do not appear to have produced the desired 
effect, yet that some understanding will eventually be come to between Her 
Majesty’s Government and that of Portugal, for the removal to a British colony 
of any negroes who may in future be emancipated in this. 

14, With respect, however, to the twenty libertos provisionally confided to 
Senhor Valentine, I think it more than probable that they may have become se 
habituated to this residence and to their present mode of life, as to make it 
doubtful whether they would be willing to exchange it for one in another part 
of the world, of which, however preferable, they knew nothing; although, of 
course, if authorized to do so, I should take care that the proposal should be 
fully and properly represented to them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure in No. 109. 
Petition of Valentino J. Pereira and Antonio J. L. Loeiro. 


(Translation.) February 8, 1849. 

VALENTINE JOSE PEREIRA and Antonio Jozé Lopez Loeiro alleging difficulties to have 
occurred in carrying into effect their establishment for the manufacture of soap and cigars, and 
also another for the growth of tobacco, asked to be allowed to surrender the twenty libertos that 
had been provisionally confided to them in the character of apprentices for such establishment; and 
the Junta decided that it could not take this petition into consideration without their proving what 
they had alleged. 





No. 110, 


Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 7, 1851. 


_ ' I HAVE received your despatch dated the 14th of November last, report- 
ing the steps which were taken by the Board of Superintendence of Liberated 
Africans, in consequence of two persons of that class, who had been apprenticed 
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out to Messrs. Valentino Pereira and Antonio J. Loeiro, having been removed 
without the knowledge of the Curator, to a place more than twenty miles distant 
from Loanda. And I have in reply to inform you, that the course pursued by 
the Board of Superintendence on this occasion appears to me to have been quite 
right and proper. 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





No. LIL. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—({ Received March 13, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, November 29, 1850. 


1. INTELLIGENCE having been received here of the capture of a vessel 
by Her Majesty's steam-frigate “ Cyclops,” on the 21st instant, with upwards of 
600 slaves on board, said to have been shipped in a small bay. to the north of the 
Dande, which vessel, there is every reason to believe, is the same that sailed 
hence on the 18th instant, under Portuguese colours, with four mails and 
despatches of the Government for Benguela, called the “ Veiga,” I considered it 
to be my duty to speak to the Governor-General on the subject, and request from 
him every possible information respecting an occurrence which, if the reports 
which had reached me were correct, could not fail, I observed, to provoke the 
Most serious attention of Her Majesty’s Government. 

2. His Excellency at once recognized the propriety of my addressing myself 
to him, as British Commissioner, on this occasion, and expressed his readiness to 
satisfy my inquiry by giving me, with the utmost frankness, every particular of a 
transaction, as far as it had proceeded, which, he said, had caused him the greatest 
uneasiness. 

3. He then told me that he had received a communication a few days ago 
from the Chief of the Dande, that a brig had just shipped a large cargo of slaves 
on a spot which, “though it ought,” his Excellency said, “to belong to Portugal, 
was not, in fact, under her jurisdiction;” and that, upon hearing that the vessel 
in question was the Portuguese brig “ Veiga” (which arrived here from Oporto 
on the 2nd October, after an unusually short passage of thirty-eight days), he had 
immediately called upon the Administrator of the Customs and the Naval Station, 
the last authority by which a vessel leaving this harbour is visited, for every 
information in their power to give respecting the state of the “ Veiga,” when she 
sailed from this port on the 18th instant. 

4. This information his Excellency said had not yet reached him, but he 
promised to inform me of the result, and of the issue of the whole affair which, if 
it should be proved to be the “ Veiga,” he considered to be most serious; and 
was prepared, he said, to take every step prescribed or authorized by the laws 
for the punishment of the parties concerned, and at once to proceed against the 
securities for the recovery of the penalty of the bail which had been given in this 
city, it not appearing on the arrival of the “ Veiga” from Oporto, on the face of 
her papers, that the captain had signed the bond before leaving that port, 
required by Article 6 of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836. 

5. His Excellency took this opportunity of repeating his regret at the 
course pursued by Her Majesty’s cruizers of landing the crews of captured slave- 
vessels on the coast, saying, however, that he had refrained from pressing the 
point upon the present Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's Naval Forces on 
this coast, because it had been so frequently urged by his predecessor without 
any effect, that he contented himself with representing it to his superiors at 
home, in the hope that the mischief would, in time, be remedied by a mutual 
arrangement between the Government of Her Majesty and that of the Queen of 
Portugal. 

6. In the meantime, he said he had done all in his power to lessen it by at 
once taking up and forcibly enlisting all individuals belonging to such crews 
who might be found without a passport in this city. 

7. In the present case, supposing the prize to be the “ Veiga,” there is 
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little probability of any of her crew making their appearance here, at least for 
some time to come, but it is only then the more to be regretted, that a vessel, 
which could hardly fail, I should suppose, to be recognised by her captor as one 
that had been lying in this harbour for several weeks, under Portuguese colours, 
should not have been sent in here with a view to adjudication, and still more to 
an exposure of all the parties concerned, which would have had a far greater | 
effect in discouraging such attempts at Slave Traffic in this immediate locality, 
than the mere loss of the adventure, though I have reason to believe that that 
will be very severely felt by some parties well known here. 

8. In expressing, however, this regret it is right, I should add, my Lord, that 
I do so in entire ignorance of the precise circumstances of the capture, no 
account of it from any of Her Majesty’s squadron having reached me, nor, as far 
as I know, any other person at Loanda; but at the risk of being tedious, not, I 
hope, of rendering myself obnoxious to the charge of undue pertinaciousness, I 
cannot forbear to again press upon the attention of Her Majesty’s Government 
this all-important question of the disposal of the crews of captured slave-vessels. 

9. Besides the direct tendency which the present practice has to encourage 
and foster Slave Traffic, the Governor, in the course of our conversation, dwelt 
much on the inequality which it practically worked in the treatment of offenders; 
some, he observed, and those generally the most criminal, escaping without any 
punishment at all, whilst others, far less culpable, because the tools rather than 
the agents, were subjected to a severe and protracted imprisonment; as an 
example of which he instanced the case of the men taken in the launch 
“ Fortuna,” in 1848, and who are to this hour immured in a loathsome prison, on 
very slender diet, and employed in the hardest and lowest drudgery; whereas the 
real criminals, such as have notoriously been found engaged in one slave 
adventure after another, are to be seen, setting us, a8 it were, at defiance, 
enjoying themselves in the houses of the various Slave Trade merchants in this 
city, as is the case at this moment with more than one individual who has, to my 
own knowledge, been taken repeatedly within the last year or two. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 112. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 1851.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, December 7, 1850. 


1. HAVING heard nothing whatever from the Governor-General since the 
date of my despatch of the 29th ultimo, [ thought it advisable to wait upon his 
Excellency this morning, and to put into his hands an extract from so much of 
that despatch as related more immediately to his’ late conversation with me, as 
therein detailed. 

2. This I did, as well for the purpose of giving him to understand that I 
was expecting a further communication from him on the subject, as to recipro- 
cate, as I told him, the frankness with which he appeared to meet my original 
inquiries. 

3. His Excellency, before perusing the paper, as if afraid that he had com- 
mitted himself too much, observed, that I was to consider what he had told me 
as the effect of his own habit of frankness and honourable dealing, and that I 
must regard it rather in the light of a private or confidential conversation, 
rescrving to himself to make an official report of the whole transaction to his 
Government. 

4. Without appearing to notice a distinction which he had not previously 
made, I said I hoped that his Excellency would find that I had reported with 
the most scrupulous exactness what had passed between us. To this, on reading 
the extract, he fully assented, confirming it by repeating as he went on, “ Quite 
right, quite right.” 

5. He then said that he had received answers from the Administrator of the 
Customs, as well as from the Naval Station, and that, in redemption of his pro- 
mise, he had now to inform me that he had transmitted those answers, together 
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with every information which had reached him. respecting this matter—the 
names of all the parties concerned in the “ Veiga ””—copy of her manifest, &c., 
to the Law Officer (Delegado), to proceed according to the proofs which such par- 
ticulars might afford; and that he himself, consequently, could do no more for 
the present-—that the matter was out of his hands. 

6. Whether we are to understand by this, that his Excellency has ordered 
the prosecution of the parties, as in our first interview I was led to suppose he 
would do, so far at least as regarded the bond, or whether he has left it to the 
discretion of the Delegado to proceed or not, as I am rather inclined to infer 
from what he now says, the result will shortly show. 

7. His Excellency proceeded to read to me in part the report of the Naval 
Station, which declares that the ‘‘ Veiga”” was duly visited by an officer and 
competent force from the flag-ship on leaving this port, that everything was 
found to be strictly in order, and that not the slightest circumstance appeared 
to cause suspicion, or to indicate the existence of any article prohibited by the 
provisions of the decree of the 10th December, 1836. : 

8. The answer of the Administrator of the Customs his Excellency did 
not read to me, but said that it was very long, that that functionary had taken 
considerable time to draw it up, in order, no doubt, to investigate the case 
thoroughly, and that it stated, in substance, that the ‘ Veiga” arrived here 
with the proper royal passport, that she had been legally dispatched, and that 
there was no ground whatever for suspecting any contravention of the above- 
mentioned decree, at the moment of her departure hence on the 18th instant. 

9. On hearing this, I asked whether it was usual for the custom-house 
authorities to examine carefully all articles previous to their being shipped, as 
it was evident, if that were not done, and the officer contented himself with 
seeing merely that the goods to be embarked corresponded with the manifest 
in number, &c., without actually ascertaining the contents of each separate 
article, every one of those specified in the prohibited list annexed to the 
decree might be readily exported. 

10. His Excellency replied that such verification always took place, and 
that it had been practised in the present instance, and on my hinting a doubt 
on this head, and my belief that some twenty pipes, said to be of wine, and 
thirty manifested as oil, had not undergone such investigation ; .he said he pre- 
sumed they had, and that it was a very easy matter for slavers to exchange, at 
the moment of embarking their slaves, one pipe for another. 

11. The administrator coupled his statement with many protestations, as 
well touching himself personally as with regard to the flagrancy of the case, 
should the captured vessel be proved to be the “ Veiga,” which it is superfluous 
to notice, but his Excellency himself, I am sorry to say, more than once, in our 
interview of to-day, denied that there existed any legal or even moral proof of 
that fact, which is yet as notorious as that of the capture itself. ¥ 

12. It was evident, however, that he was by no means satisfied with the 
administrator’s statement ; indeed, I know from other sources that he is not, 
and that that officer is himself not a little uneasy on the subject, as, apart from 
any question of connivance, the decree of 1836 is very stringent against all 
“ remissness, omission, or negligence.” 

13. I did not, however, consider it expedient to press either of these points 
further, or that of the bond which had been given in this case, because I felt that 
anything I could say, though prompted by what I saw passing before my eyes on 
the spot, would carry with it much greater weight, and have much more effect when 
addressed by your Lordship directly to the Government of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty; the only observation I therefore allowed myself to make was, that if 
the “Veiga” had been duly furnished with a passport on leaving Oporto, 
according to the 6th Article of the Decree of 1836, the bond mentioned in that 
Article must have been first signed, which his Excellency had previously 
assured me was not the case. 

14. That it has not been the practice, however, to ascertain scrupulously 
the contents of packages, casks, &c., before shipment, I think I may venture to 
affirm on undubitable authority ; and as for the search prescribed by the-7th 
Article, even were the provisions of that Article to be strictly complied with, 
which they have not been, it cannot, from the very nature of things, be more 
than superficial ; to execute it literally and efficiently could only be done by 
unshipping a great part of the cargo; such search, be it remembered, being to 
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be made, according to the words of the above-mentioned Article, on the day of 
the departure of the vessel. 

15. The visit by the Naval Station, which is independent and exclusive 
of anything ordered by the decree, is a still more summary process, and has 
respect, I have been assured, much more to the legality of her papers, the list 
of crew, and passengers, &c., than to the cargo. 





No. 113. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 13, 1851.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, December 12, 1850. 


HAVING heard yesterday from an authentic source, of the assembling 
of a large body of negroes for embarkation at a spot called Quihembe, 
near Mazula, I lost no time in writing a letter to Commander Sotheby to inform 
him of the circumstances. 





No. 114. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 1851.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, December 16, 1850. 


A MEETING of the Board of Superintendence having taken place this 
day, I took the opportunity to ask the Governor whether any and what progress 
had been made by the Delegado in the matter of the “ Veiga.” 

His Excellency replied that he had as yet received no report on the 
subject, and, on my expressing a hope that he would enable me to report to my 
Government whatever might be the result of that officer’s proceedings, he said 
he would have much satisfaction in doing so, as a matter of “courtesy and con- 
descension;” that in this sense he had replied to a letter he had received from 
Commodore Fanshawe, and that he thought it very desirable, considering the 
intimate relations which existed between Great Britain and Portugal, that such 
courtesy should be practised, and more especially in a case such as that of the 
“ Veiga ;” that he had, consequently, used the utmost frankness and good faith 
(loyauté) towards both of us, but that he could recognize in neither a right to 
address him on such matters; that his instructions were, as regards the Commo- 
dore, to receive from him any communication respecting the existence of barra- 
coons, and to concert with him with a view to their destruction; and, as 
respects myself, to recognize me as British Commissioner in the Mixed Commis- 
sion, and to treat me accordingly, but that I had no authority to make to the 
Governor of this province, nor had he to receive from me, any communication 
individually. 

Having repeated this very emphatically, and that it was necessary we 
should clearly understand each other on this head, his Excellency proceeded to 
tell me, under this reserve, that, not having received any answer from the 
Delegado, to whom all the papers had been transmitted, at latest on the 6th 
instant, he had written a second despatch, recommending to him the strictest 
attention and zeal in the matter, and that he was willing to augur favourably 
from the delay; at the same time, his Excellency again spoke doubtingly of the 
identity of the “ Veiga,” and still more so of the possibility of proving it. 

I told the Governor, in reply, that I could not, of course, know what 
were his instructions, nor did it become me to enter into the question which he 
had raised; that I did not, for my part, consider my duties tc be confined to the 
Mixed Court, but that it was incumbent on me to watch over, and report upon, 
all Slave Trade transactions; that it was under this conception of my duty that 
T had addressed myself to him, and that he had himself recognized the propriety 
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of my doing so. He said my first visit had been extremely opportune, that at 
that very moment his mind was anxiously intent upon what had occurred, and 
that, in his conversation with me, he had been really glad of an opportunity of 
giving vent to his feelings. 

This, he gave me to understand, had caused him to discard all reserve, 
and that having done so of his own accord, he should, of course, be still more 
ready to act in the same manner, should he receive instructions to that effect 
from home. 

I then took my leave, with an assurance on the part of his Excellency, 
that he would continue to inform me of what might yet occur in the business, 
of which he was preparing a most detailed and circumstantial report to his 
Government. 

With regard to what concerns myself, or rather the post I have the 
honour to hold, I shall be very anxious to receive your Lordship’s opinion as to 
whether the view I have taken of my duty on this occasion be correct or not— 
namely, whether I should consider my functions as limited to the Mixed Court, 
or whether | am not at liberty to address myself to the Governor-General of 
this province on any matter having reference to Slave Trade transactions, which 
may occur under his Excellencv’s jurisdiction. 

Should your Lordship sanction this view, I venture to submit that it 
would greatly tend to place the relations between the supreme authority in this 
province and Her Majesty’s Commissioner on a footing from which much benefit 
might result to the Queen's service, were an instruction in that sense forwarded 
to the former. 





No. 115. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, December 17, 1850. 


1. ON entering this port on the 7th instant, Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“Centaur” had in tow a launch, from the appearance of which it was quickly 
reported that she was a prize taken under Portuguese colours, with slaves on 
board; and that she was about to be brought before the Court of Mixed Com- 
mission. 

2. As nothing official has reached me on this subject, I should, perhaps, 
not have thought it incumbent upon me to notice the circumstance to your Lord- 
ship (and the less so, as I am ignorant of what eventually became of the launch), 
if the Governor-General had not, in his conversation of yesterday, adverted to 
the subject of his own accord, saying that he did not know whether the negroes 
on board were slaves or not; but that she was not Portuguese, that she was a 
Cabenda boat, and had no Portuguese “ despachos ;” and that he had told Captain 
Hillyar so when he called on him the day before; and that Commodore Fanshawe 
was at full liberty to act in the matter as he pleased, as this Government was in 
no way concerned in it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 116. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Receired March 13, 1851.) 


(Extraet.) Loanda, December 19, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a vessel, which sailed 
from Lisbon in the end of September, has brought the dismissal of the Governor 
of Benguela; that post being for the present filled up by an ad interim appoint- 
ment. 

On the effect which this occurrence may have on Slave Trade trans- 
actions, I will not venture an opinion; but the effrontery with which they have 
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hitherto been carried on in that quarter has been very great, and has been, within 
these few days, strikingly confirmed to me by the Juiz de Direito, who has lately 
returned from an official visit to Benguela. 

The duties which called him there were, in fact, unconnected with the 
Slave Trade question; but he assures me that the different slave depts at that 
place, which were crowded when he first made his appearance off the port, had 
been cleared out during the night, in ignorance of what might be the nature of 
his visit, and that by the time he landed, all the slaves had been removed into 
the interior. 





No. 117. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, December 31, 1850. 

1. I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that Her Majesty’s sloop 
“Sealark,” Commander Sotheby, arrived here yesterday, having boarded, on the 
25th instant, off Quicombo, a schooner without flag or papers of any kind, capable 
of carrying 400 slaves, and fully equipped for the Traffic, which, before the boats of 
the “Sealark ” could reach her, her crew had run on shore, scuttled and deserted, 
relanding, at the same time, what they could of her cargo. 

2. The vessel itself was thus destroyed; but a large boat or launch which 
had been seen by some of the officers and crew of the “Sealark” aiding the pro- 
ceedings of the former, Commander Sotheby, not being able to meet with any 
Portuguese authorities, brought in tow to this port. 

3. It does’not seem quite clear whether the slaves had been actually shipped, 
as at the distance the “Sealark’s” boats were from the schooner, it was difficult 
to distinguish whether the negroes, which were seen leaving her, were slaves for 
exportation, or those from the shore employed in relanding the cargo, but the 
first was most probably the fact. 

4. A correspondence has since taken place between the Governor-General 
and Commander Sotheby, on the subject of this launch, which had itself hides, 
farinha, and other slave provisions on board; and of the misconduct of the Por- 
tuguese authorities at Quicombo in allowing such transactions to be going on 
under their eyes. 

5. As your Lordship will be duly made cognizant of the whole of this occur- 
rence from the reports of Her Majesty’s naval officers, it is only necessary for me 
to add, that Commander Sotheby intends returning to cruize immediately, leaving 
the launch in the hands of the Portuguese Commandant, by whom it is under- 
stood, she will be delivered to the Governor-General after an examination of 
her dimensions, &c., as compared with those of any similar craft that may have 
left this port, in order to her being eventually brought before the Prize Court. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No, 118. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, December 31, 1850. 

IHAVE the honour to inclose herewith, the quarterly report received from 
the Curator by the Board of Superintendence of the state of the libertos subject 
to his inspection up to this day, from which your Lordship will perceive— 

Ist. That, with one exception, their general conduct continues to be satis- 
factory. 

2nd. That, according to the tenor of my last despatch of this series, the 
libertos who were confided to the partners Valentine Jozé Pereira and Antonio 
Jozé Lopez Soeiro, are now exclusively entrusted to, and under the sole manage- 
ment of, the former; and, 
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8rd. That the whole of them have now been baptized, agreeably to the 
provisions of Article XIII of Annex C. 

With respect to the 3rd clause of that Article, I should state, that besides 
the want of vaccine matter, as already noticed, it has been shown by experience, 
that it does not take in this climate, and I have been assured by medical men, 
that it does not act as a preventative, and that the most that has been obtained 
from its application, has been, in actual cases of small-pox, to mitigate somewhat 
of the sqverity of that disorder, which, in this climate, generally proves fatal. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





Inclosure in No. 118. 
Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


St. Paul de Loanda, December 31, 1850. 


THE Curator of I.iberated Negroes has the honour to report to the Board of Superintendence, 
that having visited several times, in the course of the fourth quarter of the present year, the 
twenty liberated negroes provisionally confided to Valentino Jozé Pereira and Antonio Jozé Lopez 
Soeiro, he found : 

1st. That the said twenty libertos were well treated. 

2nd. That sixteen of them, viz.: 


Felix Colombe, Vicente, 

- Jorge Moonge, Lourengo Miluange, 
Elizio, : Sebastitio do Congo, 
Eusebio Catraio, Germano Dalla, 

Pedro da Quigama, André, 

Marcos Ganga, Matheus, 

Alvaro Bunge, Sebastiio de Canandula, 
Jacintho Ganga, Thimoteo Calecute, 


continued to be employed in the erection of a soap manufactory. 


3rd. That the two libertos Jo%o de Ambaca and Joiio de Calando were learning with advan- 
tage the trade of stone-masons. 

4th. That the liberto Pedro de Loanda continued to work as a cooper. 

5th. That the liberto Agostinho Cacullo was employed as a gardener. 

6th. That the behaviour of the said libertos was generally good, with the exception of the 
liberto Pedro de Loanda, who continued to get intoxicated, notwithstanding the admonition which 
had been given him by the Board on the 13th November last. 

He, the said Curator, has further to report that, in consequence of the decision come to by the 
Board, in session of the 23rd November last, the above-mentioned twenty libertos had been con- 
fided to the charge of Valentino Jozé Pereira alone; that he (Valentino) having signed a minute 
on each of the respective indentures, obliging himself to execute the same agreeably to what the 
Board required. Antonio Jozé Lopez Soeiro was therefore exonerated, as he had petitioned to 
be, from all the responsibility which he had come under on account of the said twenty libertos. 

P.S.—On occasion of the inspection which he, the Curator, this day made of the libertos, 
Valentino Jozé Pereira acquainted him that they had now all been baptized. 

(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 


Curator. 





No. 119. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13.) 


My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to report for the information of your Lordship, that 
there have been no cases adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Court of 
Mixed Commission established in this city, during the last half-year. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 
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No, 120. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13.) 


My Lord, Loanda, January 1, 1851. 
IN pursuance of the general instructions, Ihave the honour to inclose here- 
with a certified return, in original and translation, of the slaves emancipated and 
registered ‘by the Mixed Commission ‘Court in this city, up to the end of the 
year 1850. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. JACKSON. 





Inclosure in No. 120. 


(Translation.) 


Reaister of Slaves, natives of Africa, liberated by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission 
established at St. Paul de Loanda. 










Number of 
























Number of 


Male Slaves Date of ‘ 
Vessels. found on | Liberation. Slaves Observations. 
liberated. 
board. 
Portuguese launch, 4 Sentence of 29th Enlisted in the Portuguese Royal 
without name March, 1845 Navy. 
Portuguese launch 20 Sentence of 27th Were provisionally confided to 


March, 1848 Valentino Jozé Pereira and 
Antonio Jozé Lopez Soeiro, 
and by concession of the 23rd 
November, 1850, were passed 


over exclusively to the former. 


__ “ Fortuna” 


Total number of slaves liberated up to the 31st December, 1847 .., es Sie 4 
Total number of slaves liberated from the 1st January to the 31st December, 1848 20 





Total number of slaves liberated up to the 31st Deceniber, 1850 .. eve ase 24 
(Signed) GUILHERME CYPRIANO DEMONY, 
St. Paul de Loanda, December 81, 1850. Curator. 
No. 121. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 13.) 


(Extract.) Loanda, January 3, 1851. 

1. THE Governor-General ‘has this morning informed me that he received 
a few days agoa report from the Delegado, stating that after every possible 
research and endeavour on his part, he had been unable to procure any evidence 
to enable him to proceed against any party whatever, in the case of the “ Veiga,” 
and that he wished his Excellency, in consequence, to give instructions to the 
Chief of the Peliee, to try whether, through ‘his:means, any such evidence might 
be obtained. 

2. His Excellency had instructed that officer accordingly, but he had been 
able to elicit nothing, and he (the Governor) had therefore desired that all the 
papers bearing on the case might be returned to him, but, on the Delegado 
representing that something might turn up from one day to another, which 
might furnish materials for carrying on the proceedings, and that it was on that 
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account advisabla that the. papers should be. allowed to remain in his office, he 
had decided that they should do-so. 

3. Here then, my Lord, the matter is likely. to end; neither I fear, must we 
expect any more satisfactory result, from. a.step, which the Govemor told me he 
had taken on his awn. responsibility, that of arresting and placing in close con- 
finement, an individual. who was in the habit of going backwards and forwards 
to Ambriz, on no stronger ground of suspicion than his having left Loanda 
shortly before the sailing. of the “Veiga,” and returned here as soon as the 
capture of that vessel. became known. 

4, The individual in question is one of those slave captains who have been 
so often taken and set at liberty by Her Majesty's cruizers, and is in the habit of 
taking up his quarters at the house of a merchant in this city, who it is believed 
is one of those principally concerned in the affair of the “ Veiga.” 

5. This fact, however, which, coupled with other circumstances, leaves little 
doubt of his complicity, his Excellency professed himself ignorant of. 

_ January 9.—The individual above mentioned has been set at liberty on giving 
bail, not, as the Delegado’s request would have led us to expect, to be forth- 
coming when called on, but to leave this province within fifteen days. 





No. 122. 


Hei Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 15, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, November 23, 1850. 


WITH reference to the 11th paragraph of my despatch of the 14th instant, 
IT have the honour to inform your Lordship, that Senhor Antonio Jozé Lopes 
Soeiro having presented a petition to the Board, alleging: 

ist. That since April 1848, when, in partnership with Valentino Joze 
Pereira, he hired the twenty negroes taken in the launch “Fortuna,” that 
partnership had been dissolved ; 

2nd. That he was now following a different mode of life; 

3rd. That consequently he no longer derived any benefit from the services 
of such negroes ;—and : 

4th. That Senhor Valentino consented to release him on his part, from all 
further responsibility on their account, and the said Valentino having fully con- 
firmed this statement in writing, in answer to a letter which the Curator, by the 
direction of the Board, addressed to him, and having moreover reassumed for 
himself, personally and solely, in the most formal manner, all the obligations 
which the partners had jointly come under, the Board was unanimously of 
opinion, that it was but just to comply with the prayer of the petition, and to 
give to Soeiro the release he applied for; that no inconvenience or detriment 
could result to the apprentices from such concession, and that it was in fact, little 
more than a nominal surrender, Valentino being the substantial individual, to 
whom the Board had all along looked for its principal security. 

I trust your Lordship will not disapprove of this act of concurrence 
on my part, with my colleague, and that I may, ere long, be authorized to make 
a more satisfactory provision for any future libertos, or even for these, if my 
recommendation to them may have any weight, that may come under our care. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 





No. 123. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 15, 1851.) 


My Lord, Loanda, November 25, 1850. 
REFERRING your Lordship to the case of the clerk Forte, mentioned in 
previous correspondence, I have the honour to inform you, that the Delegado, 
as public prosecutor, having commenced proceedings against him, for the loss of 
Qz. 
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the process in the suit against Senhores Mattozo and Garrido, and the Juiz 
having “pronunciado,” found a true bill against him, Forte has been recently tried 
by the Junta de Justica, of which the Governor-General is President, and has 
been acquitted, on the ground that no correct inventory of the papers, the 
custody of which fell to his care, had been taken at the time of his entering on 
his clerkship, and that there was no proof that the document in question had 


even been given into his charge. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE JACKSON. 


( 117) 


CAPE VERDS. 





No. 124. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 2, 1850.) 


My Lord, San Nicolas, Cape Verds, November 28, 1849. 


WE have the honour to transmit herewith our report of the case of the 
Portuguese brigantine “Leao,” Manoel Joaquim de Fontes, master, restored 
by decree of this Court of Mixed Commission on the 3rd of November. 

The “ Leao” was detained on the 29th day of August, 1849, in latitude 
13° 48’ north, and Iongitude 20° 54’ west of Greenwich, by Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “‘ Phoenix,” Commander George Wodehouse, and sent to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication, in charge of Mr. Henry Hawkes, mate of the said ship. 

Commander George Wodehouse having found that there was no court at 
Sierra Leone before which the “ Leao”’ could be brought, dispatched her on 
the 8th of September to the Mixed Commission Court at Boa Vista. 

There were on board the “ Leao,” at the time of her detention, a crew of 
twelve persons, including the master and supercargo, but the master and three 
sailors were the only persons sent in the vessel. 

On the 21st of October the “ Leao”’ arrived in the port of Boa Vista, and 
on the 24th her papers were brought in court, and proceedings were commenced 
against her in the usual form. 

From the papers and the evidence filed, it appeared that the “‘ Leao”’ was 
the property of Joaquim Fernandez de Aranjo, a merchant residing at Oporto ; 
that the cargo was the property of Joaquim da Silva Leca, the supercargo, a 
Brazilian, who had been residing at Oporto; and that the vessel sailed from 
Oporto on a voyage to Trieste, and there landed a cargo of sugar and hides, 
and took in a cargo of flour and bran, which she was at the time of her deten- 
tion carrying to Pernambuco. It was moreover established to the perfect 
satisfaction of the court, that she had not on board any of the articles of equip- 
ment mentioned in the Treaty as primd facie evidence of an intention to engage 
in the Slave Trade. 

The court, therefore, on the 3rd of November, decreed the restitution of 
the vessel and cargo, with all costs, damages, and expenses occasioned by her 
detention, and referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES F. ROTHERY. 
KEPPEL R. E. FOOTE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 124. 


Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Leao.”” 


San Nicolas, November 17, 1849. 
ON the 24th of October, the proctor for the captor brought into court the three declarations of 
the captor, and prayed that the usual monition might issue; which was granted, and the Marshal 
arrested the vessel and cargo. 
These declarations were as follows :— 
Ist. As to the state in which he found the detained vessel. 


118 CAPE: VERDS, 


2nd. Concerning the papers that were found on board. 

8rd. As to the removal of nine of her crew. 

This last declaration referred to the first charge that had taken place; but no declaration was 
made by the captor as to the subsequent change that took place at Sierra Leone. 

On the 25th, the proctor for the captor brought into court the affidavit of the prize officer, 
marked No. 6, together with the papers annexed. 

The papers annexed were— 

1, The royal passport 

2. The manifest. 

38. The list of the crew. 

4, The bill of health from Trieste. 

5, The bill of health from Gibraltar, and the papers A 1 to A 3 inclusive, which consisted of 
private letters, accounts, &ec. 

On the 26th, the proctor for the captor brought into court the two further affidavits of the 
prize officer, marked respectively No. 7 and No. 8, together with the papers marked A 4, which 
consisted of letters of no importanee. 

On the same and following days, the master, Manoel Joaquim de Fontes, and three sailors, 
named respectively Francisco Antonio de Souza, Jozé Januario Pinto, and Antonio Pereira, were 
examined. The particulars of their testimony will be found in the copy of the evidence 
accompanying. 

It may suffice here to state, that these witnesses supported the evidence contained in the ship's 
papers, that the ‘ Zeao” was the property of Joaquim Fernandez de Aranjo, and was, at the time 
of capture, on her voyage to Pernambuco with a legal cargo. 3 

n the 80th of October, the proctor for the master brought in a claim: for the vessel and her 
cargo, supported by the usual affidavit. This document declares the vessel to be the property of 
Joaquim Fernandez de Aranjo, and the cargo that of Joaqnim da Silva Lega; and was admitted and 
filed, and publication of the evidence was decreed. 

On the 31st of’ October and 2nd of November; the court beard respectively the proctors for the 
eaptor and claimant, and on the 3rd decreed the mstitation of the vessel. and. cargo, with costs and 
damages. A copy of the judgment accompanies this report. ; 

(Sigued) CHARLES F ROTHERY. 
KEPPEL R. E. FOOTE. 





Tnclosure 2’ in No. 124. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Leao.’™ 


(Translation. ) Boa Vista, November 3, 1849. 


WE are clearly of opinion that evidence of the several witnesses taken in this case, and the 
papers that have been produced, have proved beyond a doubt that the brigantine “ Leao,” at the 
* time of her detention by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phoenix,” was engaged in a legal 
voyage ; and that she had not on board any one of the things specified in Article 1X of the Treaty 
as constituting primd facie evidence of an intention to trade in slaves: and further, that the captor 
was not led into error by any fault of the master of the said vessel. We therefore decree the 
restoration of the vessel and cargo, as claimed by Manoel Joaquim de Fontes, together with all costs, 
damages, and expenses occasioned by her detention, and refer it to the Registrar of this court to 
ascertain the amount thereof. 

In giving our judgment in this case, we think it our duty to make the follawing observations on 
the conduct of the captor:— 

Firstly. This vessel, the “ Zeao,” wae seized in latitude 13° 48’ north, and longitude 20° 54 
west, and though clearly a Portuguese vessel, was, in violation of the Treaty between Great Britain 
and Portugal, taken to Sierra Leone, at which place the captor ought to have known there was no 
court before which she could be tried. 

Secondly. The captor has only sent. to this court four of the twelve persons who were on 
board the vessel at the time of her detention; and it does not appear to the court that he has 
used any exertions to comply with Article 1V, Annex A, by sending the remaining persons, one of 
whom was supercargo, to this port. 

Thirdly. In violation of Article III, Annex A, the captor intrusted the duty of delivering up 
the vessel to an officer who was below the rank of lieutenant in the navy, and who was at the time 
lower than third in command of the detaining ship, - 

In conclusion, We have to remark, that the declaration of the captor exhibiting the state in 
which he found the detained vessel, is so loose, and in some parts so clearly at variance with the 
truth, that it is nearly useless as evidence. 

(Signed) CHARLES FREDERIC ROTHERY. 
HYPOLITE JOZE XAVIER D'ALMEIDA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 124. 
Captor’s Declaration. 


: I, THE undersigned, George Wodchouse, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Phoonix,” duly authorized by the 
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal, dated 3rd of July, 1842, for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, do hereby declare, that on the 29th day of August, 1849, being in latitude 13° 48’ 
north, and longitude 20° 54’ west of Greenwich, I seixd the Portugnese brigantine “ Leao,” 
whereof Joaquim Manoel de Fontes ia: master, for having: violated the said Treaty; and I further 
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declare that the vessel bad on-board at the time of seizuze.s exew of twelve persons, no pamengers 
and no slaves, namely,— 























Number and Sex of Slaves. 





Names of the Orew. 











Manoel Joaquim de Fontes 
Joaquim da Silva Leca 

Joué Lamario 

Rodrigues Carvalla da Cruz 
Jozé Gomes 

Antonio Jozé de Freitas 
Jozé da Silva Pereira 
Antonio Francisco de Souza 
Francisco Antonio de Souza 
Jozé Domingues 

Antonio Terceira 
Joaé-@'Aranjo 


Total 12. 









And I further declare the condition of the slaves is as follows, viz.:—None on board. 

And I do hereby certify, that I found this vessel and her cargo in the following state :— 
1st. When boarded, the captain stated she was bound to Pernambuco, whereas her course when we 
chased her was not such as to warrant the above statement. They lowered her colours directly an 
attempt was made to board and search her, and had them in the oabin. 2nd. When boarded, we 
found her to have, contrary to the Treaty,— é 

(A.) Divisions and bulkheads in the holds in very much greater number than necessary for a 
‘vessel en, in lawful tande. 

(B.) Spare plank for slave-deck, wood being found cut in planks in every direction of the 


(C.) ‘Nine leaguers of water, being more than necessary for her consumption as a merchant- 
vessel, besides which, some of the erew acknowledged that there was more in the hold. 

(D.) Against Article VI, more water-casks than necessary, and no certificate from the custom- 
house of that fact, besides a large number of casks of various descriptions ready to be converted into 
water-casks at a short notice. 

(E.) A large number of baters te be used as mess-tubs (to evade Article VII), but evidently 
on board for that purpose, besides several mess and popoo tubs. 

(F.) A very large galley with place prepared for cooking provisions for 600 or 700 slaves, and 
with a place underneath for fires, together with an immense quantity of fire-wood, and more coals 
than could even be required for the use of the crew. 

(G.) The hold is full of casks of farinha and flour of different kinds, whieh, althongh mentioned 
in a paper called the “manifest,” are evidently intended to feed slaves, not being an article of 
commerce, and being avery inferior description. 

(H.) A-very large quantity of salt fish and biscuit, and other articles of provisions for the use 
df slaves, it being secreted in the vessel in every possible place. 

(L.) A-very large quantity of pieces-of cark in squares, sufficient of itself-to form her slave- 
deck, either ovar.casks or ballast. 

(K.) A box and a bag of ¢rinkets, fifty trade knives, five revolving pistols, and a brand for 
marking slaves lettered “8,” that letter being especially used at the ports of Bahia and Pemambuco, 
a clapper of wood, generally found in slave-vessels to call up the slaves. The boarding officer could 
not induce them onboard to re-hoist their colours; and going aft, he discovered a Dutch ensign and 
a Portuguese ensign secreted amongst the biscuit, &c. 

All these things or. any one of them warranting me in detaining the above vessel for being engaged 
in the Slave Trade, I, by virtue of the authority given to me, do detain her for condemnation. 

Given.under-my hand, this 29th day of August, 1849. 

(Signed) GEORGE WODEHOUSE. 


* iets Hawkes, being duly sworn, declared the above signature to ‘be the handwriting of George 
odehouse. 
(Signed) + HENRY HAWKES. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 124. 
Declaration of Commander Wodehouse. 


_I, THE undersigned, George Wodehouse, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Majesty's ateam-sloop “Phanix,” do hereby certify that 
on the 29th day of August, 1849, being in latitude 13° 48’ north and longitude 20° 54’ west of 
Greenwich, I seized the Portuguese brigantine “ Leao,” whereof Manoel Joaquim de Fontes is master, 
and that she had on board at the time of her capture, viz. — 

-No Slaves. Males. 


None. — Total. 
I further certify that the papers which I have numbered No. 140 5 inclusive, are the whole of 
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the whole of the documents, letters, and writings seized on board, which are hereunto specified and 
described, viz. :— 


No. 1. Passaporte Real. 
2. Manifesto. 
3. Matricula de Equipagem do patacho Portuguese “ Leao.” 
4. Certadao de Saude de Trieste. 
5. Gibraltar. 


Signed by me, August 29, 1849. ” 
(Signed) GEORGE WODEHOUSE, 
Commanding Her Majesty's Steam-sloop “ Pheniz.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 124. 
Certificate as to removal of part of Crew of the ‘“ Leao.” 


I, Commander George Wodehouse, of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “Phcenix,” do 
hereby certify that I have removed from the Portuguese brigantine “ Leao,” whereof Manoel Joaquim 


de Fontes is master— 
Rodrigue Carvalho da Cruz, Piloto. 
Jozé Gomez Camera, Marinheiro. 
Antonio Jozé de Freitas, rs 
Jozé da Silva Pereira, ” 
Antonio Francisco de Souza, ,, 
Francisco Antonio de Souza, ,, 


Jozé Domingues, o 
Antonio Terceira, a 
Jozé d’Aranjo, 8 


Signed this 29th day of August, 1849. 
(Signed) GEORGE WODEHOUSE. 


Henry Hawkes, being duly sworn, declared the above signature to be the handwriting of George 
Wodehouse. 
(Signed) HENRY HAWKES. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 124. 
Affidavit as to the ‘‘Leao’s” Papers. 


IN the business of the Portuguese vessel ‘ Zeao,” whereof Manoel Joaquim de Fontes was 
master. : 

ca earn personally Henry Hawkes, mate of Her Britannic Majesty's ship of war “ Phoenix,” 
and made oath that the documents, letters, and writings hereunto annexed, marked from No. 1 to 
No. 5 inclusive, were to the best of his knowledge and belief all the papers found on board the said 
vessel at the time of her seizure, and that the further documents, letters, and writings hereunto 
annexcd, marked from No. A 1 to No. A 3 inclusive were to the best of his knowledge and belief 
all the papers which have since been found on board the said vessel. 

And lastly, the said Deponent maketh oath that the whole of the said papers herein referred to 
annexed are now brought and delivered in the same plight and condition as when received or found 
by this Deponent, without any fraud, additions, subtractions, alterations, or embezzlement, saving 
the numbering and marking thereof. . 

On the 25th day of October, 1849, the said Henry Hawkes was duly sworn to the truth of his 


affidavit before us. 
(Signed) CHARLES FREDERIC ROTHERY. 
HYPOLITE JOZE XAVIER D'ALMEIDA. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 124. 
Further Affidavit as to the “ Leao’s” Papers. 


IN the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Leao,” Manoel Joaquim de Fontes, master. 
pes personally Henry Hawkes, and made oath that after having delivered the papers 
‘marked No, 1 to No. 5 inclusive, and No. A 1 to No. A 3 inclusive, that ths Depooeak at the time 
of making search, found in a desk on board the said brigantine, the papers which he now presents, 
marked No. A 4, and that the same papers are in the same plight and condition, without any addi 
tion, alteration, or embezzlement whatever, as when found. 
(Signed) HENRY HAWKES 


On the 21st day of October the said Henry was duly sworn before us. 
(Signed) CHARLES FREDERIC ROTHERY. 
HYPOLITE JOZE XAVIER D’ALMEIDA. 





CAPE VERDS. 121 


Inclosure 8 in No. 124. 
Affidavit of the Prize Officer. 


IN the case of the Portuguese brigantine ‘ Leao,” Master, manoel Joaquim de Fontes, seized and 
detained by George Wodehouse, Esq., &c. 

Appeared personally, Henry Hawkes, mate of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Phoenix,” 
and being duly sworn, declared that on the 29th day of August, 1849, being in latitude 13° 48 north, 
and longitude 20° 54’ west of Greenwich, the said Commander George Wodehouse and others of the 
crew observed a suspicious-looking vessel, to which they gave chase, and that Lieutenant George 
Watson boarded the said vessel, with the view of ascertaining her character and equipment; and 
after that an examination had been made by the said George Watson, the Deponent on the 29th 
day of August aforesaid, and by order of Commander George Wodehouse, proceeded on board the 
aforesaid brigantine “ Leao,” and found her fitted and equipped in the following manner, viz. :—An 
iron grating in the skylight over the cabin. A galley of a large size. An iron brand with the 
letter S. Main hatchway of a large size, with eight notches cut in the combings on each side. 
An after hatchway. A pair of clappers. Two sleeping bunks on deck. Two bunks in the 
cabin nearly filled with biscuit made of very coarse flour, A very large quantity of firewood. 
On deck nine pipes and one cask capable of containing about one thousand and ten gallons, and an 
empty wine cask capable of containing fifty-six gallons more or less. That there were on board the 
said brigantine two Portuguese flags and one French flag. That the Deponent received from Com- 
mander George Wodehouse the papers marked No.1 to 5 inclusive, and No, A 1 to No, A 3 
inclusive, and the papers marked A 4 were found on board after his arrival in this port. That the 
said George Wodehouse seized and detained the said brigantine, and ordered the Deponent and 
several of the men of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phoenix” to proceed on board and convey the 
brigantine “ Leao” to the port of Sierra Leone, 

And the Deponent further states, that after his arrival at Sierra Leone he was informed by the 
said Commander George Woodhouse, that in consequence of the said brigantine “ Zeao” being a 
Portuguese vessel, and there being no competent authority to try the case in Sierra Leone, it was 
therefore neccssary to have the said brigantine conveyed before the proper authority for adju- 
dication. 

And the Deponent further declares, that in fulfilment of an order by Commandcr Georze Wode- 
house he proceeded on the 8th day of September, 1849, to convey the said brigantine to this Mixed 
Court, British and Portuguese, and that in carrying into effect the said orders, the Deponent touched 
at the Island of Saint Nicholas, and arrived at the port of this island on the 21st day of October, 
1849, 

And the Deponent further declares, that the changes which have taken place in the crew of the 
brigantine ‘‘ Leao” since the time of her detention are as follows, viz. :—On the 29th day of August 
aforesaid there were on board twelve persons, and that when the Deponent took charge of the bri- 
gantine ‘“ Leao,” he found only three persons on board, being the captain, supercargo, and one boy, 
the other nine persons having been removed to the “ Phoenix.’ 

The Deponent further declares, that Commander Wodehouse stated in his presence that he con- 
sidered it necessary for the safety of the persons charged with the conduct of the vessel after its 
geizure, that nine persons of the Portuguese crew should be withdrawn from the brigantine ‘“ Leao,” 
and that in Sierra Leone the supercargo, who was one of the three persons who had remained on 
board, left the brigantine “ Zeao,” and went ashore, and that afterwards two persons of the Portu- 
guese crew were sent on board, who together with the two previously left on board composed the 
present Portuguese crew. 

And the Deponent further declares, that Commander George Wodehouse was duly authorized 
to detain the said brigantine, he being furnished with a copy of the Treaty between Great Britain 
and Portugal, dated 3rd July, 1842, and the Annexes A for cruizers annexed thereto, and of the 
Regulations B for the Mixed Commissions annexed thereto. 


(Signed) HENRY HAWKES. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 124. 
Abstract of Evidence in the case of the “ Leao.” 


Boa Vista, October 26, 1849. 


MANOEL JOAQUIM DE FONTES, master of the Portuguese brigantine “ Leao,” deposed 
that he is married, that his age is twenty-five years, that he is a native of Povoa de Brazini, that 
he was appointed master of the said brigantine by Joaquim Fernandez de Aranjo, owner of the said 
brigantine, who resides at Oporto, and that he took charge of the said brigantine at Oporto in 1847, and 
that the said brigantine was delivered to him by the said owner, Manoel Fernandez de Aranjo, a 
bat of Portugal, and that he has known the said brigantine ten years, and that he saw the 
said brigantine for the first time at Oporto with a yacht rigging, and she was named St. Sebastian, 
and that the said brigantine was built at Villa de Conde; that he was present when the said bri- 
epee was seized, and does not know why she was seized ; that he sailed under the Portugnese 

ag; and the said Deponent says that he had on board two Portuguese flags and a French signal, 
which really was a signal and not a flag; that the brigantine is called the “ Zeao,” and that she has been 
called so about seven years; that the said brigantine’s burden is one hundred and twenty-six Portu- 
guese tons, and that his crew was composed of ten men, not including himself and the supercargo, 
and that the whole of the crew are Portuguese, residing in Portugal, with the exception of one who 
ee at the Azores, and that they were shipped at Oporto, and that he agreed with them to undertake 

Lass A. R 
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the present voyage at the time they were working on board, and in the presence of the owner, and 
that none of them have any interest in the vessel or cargo, or have any cargo of their own; and that 
he the Deponent has thirteen empty barrels, and a box with leeches, and another with eighteen 
glasses, and a clock. 

And the Deponent further declares, that he had no passengers, and that the present voyage was 
commenced at Oporto, and that he proceeded to Gibraltar to procure a pilot to take the vessel to 
Trieste, which was performed, and there he landed his cargo of sugar and hides, and received a 
cargo of flour; and that on his way to Gibraltar he had to put back twice to some places in the 
Adriatic Gulf, and that he does not remember their names; and that he finally arrived at Gibraltar, 
where he landed the pilot he had received there, as well as the cargo he had on board for Gibraltar, 
viz. :—Some barrels of bread, oars, and some small buckets, and on the 12th August he proceeded an 
his voyage to Rio Janeiro with the intention of touching at Pernambuco, until the 29th August, an 
which day at 10 o'clock a.m., being in latitude 14° 5’ north, and longitude 22° west of Greenwich, 
he was captured by Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “ Phoenix ;” that he saw the said steamer an 
hour before he was detained, and at the time he was becalmed and his vessel ungovernable, and that 
he did not use any exertion to run away from the steamer; and declares that as long as the weather 
permitted he steered his course for Pernambuco, and that he had no guns on board; and that when 
the said brigantine was detained ber owner was Joaquim Fernandez de Aranjo; that he has been 
so for ten years, and is so now; that the said brigantine has not nor has had gratings on board in 
any other voyage; that she has the hatches that merchant vessels generally use, and the only 
divisions on board are the cabin and forecastle bulkheads; that there is on board the said brigantine 
no other planks or sticks besides spare yards belonging to the vessel; that there are not on board 
any bolts or iron works besides a few nails and bolts for the use of the vessel; and that there are 
nine pipes and one cask for water, and that there are no other casks that can be used for water ; 
that in Gibraltar he filled all his casks with water; and Deponent calculated that the passage from 
Gibraltar to Pernambuco would have been forty-five days; and that when he was detained he had 
on board six and a half pipes of water, and calculated that a pipe would last cight or nine days for 
all his crew; and that the commencement of his voyage he had only six wooden bowls, and that 
some of these having been broken, he bought a few more at Trieste ; that he has only four iron pots, 
two of which hold four bottles each, and the other two two bottles each, two stewing pans, and the 
galley is of the size that all merchant-vessels belonging to Oporto use, calculated for passengers ; that 
Joaquim da Silva Leca is the sole owner; and that the said Lega was a subject of Portugal, and 
was naturalized a subject of Brazil, and continues to be a subject of Portugal ; that the cargo consists 
of flour and bran, and that this cargo would have been disposed of at the will of the owner who 
was on board, and landed at Rio de Janeiro if it was not sold at Pernambuco ; that the provisions at 
the time of his detention were, a quintal of cod fish, five arrobas of rice (160 lbs.), cight quintals of 
bread, two bushels of beans, one barrel of beef and pork; and that he had no mats on board ; that 
he the Deponent does not know anything contrary to the legality of the papers belonging to the 
said brigantine ‘“‘ Leao ;” and the passport of the said brigantine being shown to Deponent, says that 
he knew the signatures of Joio de Souza de Souza, resident of Oporto, and of Philippe N. Searl, 
Vice-Consul of New York, and that of Mr. Brimer, charged with the Consulate at Trieste; that 
during the present voyage no papers were burnt or destroyed ; that the charterparty was with the 
other papers; that the said brigantine and her cargo are insured, and that the insurance of the vessel 
is for one year at five per cent.; that he docs not know the amount for which the vessel and cargo 
are insured ; that after his departure from Trieste no cargo was landed, nor the hatches opencd at any 

lace, with the exception of the cargo landed at Gibraltar before his detention, but that at Sierra 
ions the captors broke the bulk, and does not know whether any part of the cargo was taken on 
shore, and that the men who remained at Sierra Leone did so by order of the Commander of the 
“Phanix ;” that the supercargo made a petition for the said brigantine to be sent before the 
Mixed Court of the Cape Verds, to which he had no answer; after that the Deponent was called 
on board the steamer by the Commander, who told him that the said brigantine would be 
sent to Loanda to be adjudicated by the Mixed Commission Court there established, and that this 
was this reason why the supercargo remained at Sierra Leone ; and that a day after his departure 
from Sierra Leone he was told_by the commander of the prize that the said brigantine was going to 
adjudicated before the Mixed Commission at Boa Vista ; that after the detention of the said brigan- 
tine until his arrival at Sierra Leone, the Deponent had becn always on board, and during the time 
he was at Sierra Leone he always resided on board, but went once on shore under arrest to the 
presence of the Governor to be interrogated. 

And the Deponent further declares, that the reason he gives in saying that the vesscl never had 
hatches with gratings is, because he secs no indications of their existence, and if they had existed it 
would be necessary to have pieces of wood inlaid in the place of the gratings. 

And the Deponent further declares, that by mistake he said that Joaquim da Silva Lega is 
now a subject of Portugal, for he does not know whether the said Joaquim da Silva Lega is or is 
not a subject of Portugal. 

The Deponent further declares, that there are on board the said brigantine belonging to the super- 
cargo fifty pruning knives and eight pistols of several barrels in each, a writing-desk, and an iron 
brand to mark cattle with. 

And the Deponent nothing more says, and having heard his deposition read confirmed it, and 
signed with me, Joao Antonio Martins, Registrar of the Portuguese and British Mixed Commis- 


sion established in this island. 
(Signed) MANOEL JOAQUIM DE FONTES. 


On the 26th day of October the Deponent swore the said deposition to be true before the 
‘Commissioners. 
(Signed) ‘CHARLES FREDERIO ROTHERY. 
HYPOLITE JOZE XAVIER D'ALMEIDA. 
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Boa Vista, October 27, 1849. 


FRANCISCO ANTONIO DE SOUZA, a seaman on board the brigantine “Zeao,” deposed 
that he is a native of Gio de Minho; that he is twenty years of age and unmarried ; that he came 
on board the said brigantine as a seaman in the present voyage at porto, and was procured by the 
master while on shore, and that he had never before been on board the brigantine “ Leao,” neither 
working nor as a seaman; that the name of the master who spoke to him to come on board as a 
seaman is Manoel Joaquim de Fontes; that when he agreed with the master to come on board, no 
other persons were present ; that he has known the said master about ten years, and knows that he 
resides at Povoa de Brazini, as well as his family; that the said mastcr is married; that he does 
not know who had delivered the said brigantine “Zeao” to the said master; that he knows the 
owner of the vessel by the name of Joaquim Trinta; that the said owner resides at Oporto, and he 
knows it from the fact of having called on him several times; that he does not know of what nation 
he is a subject, but thinks him to he a Portuguese; that he does not know how long the said captain 
has been on board the brigantine “ Zeao ;” that he has known her three years, and that since he has 
known her she has had the name of “ Zeao ;” and does not know if the vessel bad another name 
before, or was rigged differently, and that he does not know where she was built. 

And Deponent further says, that from Oporto they proceeded on a voyage to Trieste, and touched 
at Gibraltar in order to take in a pilot; that he was present when the said brigantine was detained 
by the British steamer ; that whem the steamer came near the “ Leao,” they were ordered to haul 
down the flag, which was done by the master, and two officers came on board, who after an exami- 
nation hoisted the English flag, and ordered the master to follow them on board the steamer, and to 
take with him the papers of the said brigantine; that these papers were Jeft on board the steamer, 
and knew from what he had heard from others that the said master had received a receipt of having 
left the papers on board the steamer ; that the vessel has two Portuguese flags and a French, which 
is used as a signal ; that two of these were found by the English officers in the cabin; that imme- 
diately after the vessel was detained, they were ordered to proceed to Sierra Leone, and nine persons 
of the crew of the said brigantine were transferred on board the steamer, and a few English sailors 
were sent on board the said brigantine, and that after their arrival at Sicrra Leone seven men of 
their crew were sent on shore, and two sent on board the brigantine, and he the Deponent was one of 
them ; that the said brigantine sails under Portugueso colours, and that all her crew is composed of 
twelve persons ; that he knows they are all Portuguese, but does not know their place of residence, 
and that they all came on board at Oporto, but does not know who agreed with them ; that the 
Deponent has nothing on board, nor any interest in the vessel or cargo, and does not know if any 
other person has an interest except a man named Lega, who used to come on board, and was the 
freighter and owner of the cargo, and was with them as a passenger ; that at Trieste they shipped a 
cargo of flour and bran for Rio de Janeiro, with the intention of touching at Pernambuco, and in 
return from Trieste they called at a place called Corga, to take in refreshments and water, and 
called there purposely, and not driven by stress of weather, and did not call at any other place, and 
having touched at Gibraltar to land the pilot, they landed some bread, oars, and buckets; that 
besides Gibraltar they did not call at any other port up to the 29th day of August, when they were 
detained ; that he does not know if any cargo was taken out after their detention, from the fact of 
having been removed to the steamer ; that they did not make any resistance, nor was he instigated 
to do so; that there are no other spaces on board besides those for the use of the vessel; that the 
said brigantine has two hatches, but neither of them has gratings; that there are only a few nails 
for the use of the ship ; that there were nine pipes and two casks of water. 

And Deponent further says, that he does not know the number of iron pots they had on board, 
but thinks there were five, and that the largest one may hold about four bottles of liquid, and four 
wooden bowls, two being for the use of the crew, and two for the cabin mess; that one pipe of water 
would last for about eight or nine days; that there were not on board any more casks capable of 
holding water; that there are no mats on board; that he does not know the quantity and quality of 
pee on board; that there was on board a bag of corn belonging to the supercargo for the use 

is fowls. 

The Deponent further declares, that besides the port they called at}to take in refreshments and 
water, they put into another, the name of which he does not know, they were driven there by stress 
of weather; that he never heard it said on board that they were going to the coast of Africa to 
engage in Slave Trade, and had never been invited to do so, 


Boa Vista, October 27, 1849. 
JOZE JANUARIO PINTO, a boy on beard the brigantine “ Zeao,” deposed that he is un- 


married and sixteen years of age, is a native of Povoa de Brazini, and that the master of the said 
brigantine “ Leao” is named Manoel Joaquim de Fontes, and that he has known him since he came 
on board; that he was on board: when the vessel was taken, and that she sailed under Portuguese 
colours ; that there were on board three flags, two Portuguese and one French, which was used as a 
signal, made at Trieste, and had heard that it was the vessel's signal ; that tae brgantine’s name is 
“* Leao,” and that her crew is composed of twelve persons, and one of these is the supercargo ; that 
he has no intercst in the vessel or cargo; that they commenced the voyage at Oporto, and thence 
proceeded to Trieste, touching at Gibraltar ; that the last port at which the said brigantine called 
before being detained was Gibraltar; that he does not know the brigantine’s owner; that she has two 
hatches, and has no gratings in them; that there were on board nine and a half pipes of water, and 
there are no other casks capable of holding water; that there are on board four wooden bowls for 
the use of the crew, and four iron pots; that he does not know the quantity of provisions on board ; 
that he never saw any mats on board; that he does not know, nor did he see any papers belonging 
to the vessel torn and thrown overboard ; that he had been always on board the said brigantine since 
the day he came on board ; that whilst at Sierra Leone the hatches were opened, and part of the 
cargo brought on deck, and lights taken into the hold to enable them to examine her, and thinks that 
nothing was discovered, and the cargo was again put into the hold ; that part of the cargo was left on 
deck for two days; that on the day that the said brigantine was detained two officers from the 
steamer came on board with some sailors, and inquired of the master for the ship’s papers, which 
were shown by the said master, and which they examincd, and afterwards took charge of the vessel, 
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and did whatever they pleased; that the chests of the sailors were broken open, and everything 
knocked to pieces, and that they took with them a bag with corn, and when this was known by the 
sgupercargo to whom the said bag of corn belonged, he complained and said he had in it a few 
doubloons ; the Deponent declares that he does not know the number of doubloons, nor in fact if there 
were doubloons in the bag ; that at Sierra Leone the English came on board and broke open the 
master’s chest, but does not know who it was, and took away the money for the ship’s expenses. 





Boa Vista, October 27, 1849. 


ANTONIO PEREIRA, a boy on board the brigantine “ Leao,” deposed, that he is a native of 
Povoa de Brazini ; that he is nineteen years of age, and is unmarried ; that the vessel is named the 
* Leao,” and her master is Manoel Joaquim de Fontes; that he has known the master eight years, 
and became acquainted with him at Povoa de Brazini ; that the master is married, and his family 
resides at Povoa de Brazini; that he was on board when the said brigantine was obtained ; that he 
does not know the name of the vessel that detained her; that when the said brigantine was taken, the 
Portuguese flag was hoisted on board of her; that there are three flags on board, two Portuguese 
and one French, which is used as a signal; that he has been a sailor on board the said brigantine 
for about three years ; that when the steamer’s boat came alongside of them, they ordered them to 
haul down the flag, and that they put it over the cabin; and that the English hoisted on board the 
brigantine the English flag, and took the two Portuguese flags on board the steamer; that the ship’s 
crew was composed of twelve persons, including the captain and supercargo; that the master went 
on board the steamer and took the ship's papers with him, and left them there and had a receipt ; 
and after his return to the brigantine, he sent nine persons of her crew on board the steamer ; that 
the said nine persons proceeded to Sierra Leone on board the said steamer; that at Sierra Leone two 
of the nine persons that were sent on board the steamer were removed to the brigantine, and the 
other seven were sent on shore; that the Deponent has no interest in the vessel or her cargo, and 
does not know if any of the crew or the master has any share in the vessel, and only knows the 
supercargo to be the only person who has cargo on board. 

And Deponent further deposed, that they proceeded from Oporto direct to Gibraltar, where 
they received a pilot, and continued on their voyage to Trieste, and there landed sugar, coffcc, and 
hides, and shipped flour and bran ; that sailing from Trieste to Gibraltar, they put into a port the 
name of which he does not know, and proceeded to another port to take in refreshments, of which 
he also does not know the name; that after their arrival at Gibraltar, they landed the pilot, and 
the cargo they had on board for Gibraltar consisted of -shovels, oars, and buckets, handspikes, and 
some bread ; that from Gibraltar they proceeded to Rio Janciro with the intention of touching at 
Pernambuco ; that at the distance of a degree from the Isle of Maio, they were detained by an 
English man-of-war steamer. 

And Deponent further saith, that the brigantine “ Zeao” has two hatches without gratings ; 
that there are on board the said brigantine four wooden bowls, and five iron pots, the largest of 
which holds four bottles ; that there is not on board any armament; that when they were Sed 
they did not make any attempt to run away ; that there were on board nine pipes and a half of 
water ; that ship’s provisions were four quintals of cod, a bag of rice, a bag of beans, and one tub 
with beef; that there is on board a few nails, only for the use of the ship; that he does not know 
if any papers were torn or thrown overboard; that the wood and spars on board are for the use of 
the vessel; that he does not know whether the cargo and vessel are insured; that he knows, b 
having heard it, that the English took a bag of corn belonging to the supercargo, in which he heard 
the same say that he had put some doubloons; that there were not mats on board ; that he saw one 
of the English sailors break open the master’s chest and take a bag of money; that he was the onl 
person present when this took place, and that the master was on deck at the time ; that this too 
pee towards the evening, but docs not recollect the exact hour; that the sailors only then came on 

vard; that at Gibraltar about eight or nine barrels of bread were removed from the brigantine 
‘ Leao” to an American brigantine, and that this bread belonged to a passenger who had come from 
Trieste to Gibraltar ; that the same barrels returned on board empty; that he does not know the 
supercargo’s name, nor if, at Gibraltar, the same had given any money to the master. 

The Deponent further declares, that the empty barrels were intended to be filled with sugar at 
Pernambuco, to be carried to Oporto. 





No. 125. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 2, 1850.) 


My Lord, San Nicolas, Cape Verds, December 31, 1849. 
WE have the honour to inclose herewith a report of the judicial proceedings 
of this Mixed Commission from the commencement to the close of the year 
1849. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES F. ROTHERY. 
KEPPEL R. E. FOOTE. 
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Inclosure in No. 125. 
Report of Judicial Proceedings of the Mixed Commission at the Cape Verds, 1849. 


A PORTUGUESE brigantine of 120 tons, sailing under the Portuguese flag, detained by Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop ‘“‘ Phenix,” Commander George Wodehouse, on the ground that she was 
equipped for the Slave Trade, the ‘ Leao,” reached Boa Vista on the 21st of October, and proceed- 
ings were commenced against her on the 24th. 

On the 26th and 27th, the master and three sailors of the “ Zeao” were examined. On the 
30th a claim for the vessel was filed, supported by the usual affidavit. 

From the evidence and papers, it was proved that the “ Zeao” was the property of Joaquim 
Fernandez7de Aranjo of Oporto, and the cargo of Joaquim da Silva Lega ; and that when seized, the 
vessel was on her voyage f.om Trieste to Pernambuco with a cargo of flour and bran ; and that she 
had not on board any one of the articles of equipment alleged against her by the captors. The 
Court, therefore, on the 3rd of November, decreed the restitution of the vessel with costs and 
damages; and on the 9th, awarded Rs. 3,5974¥600, equal to 765/. 8s. 11d. i}ths. for such costs. 


and damages. 
(Signed) CHARLES F ROTHERY. 
KEPPEL R. E. FOOTE. 
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SIERRA LEONE. 


No. 126. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
September 14. 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
a return of vessels captured by Her Majesty’s squadron for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and prosecuted in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, between 
the 1st of January and the 30th of June, 1850, under the Acts of 2nd and 3rd 
Victoria, cap. 73, and 8th and 9th Victoria, cap 122. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 





SIERRA LEONE. 


8 


‘unannboy bury “TIOOIN “AN ‘D 


sawad syey ayy Stump 
pomndea saavys Jo 39q 
UNE ayy MOY 0} WIN} 
-ad siya UY popnyout st 
ang {Aine Wg at} e105 
-aq payvarputpe oq 300 
svg ays yyuanbastioo 
‘gune Wigs ay} Uo yM0D, 
a a0jaq—_yysno1q 
AJWO SUM JOSSIA  STULT, 

“yaya OUT aures 
Kuma oy peys: rd 
go spurwy ony ur st om 
“pss OMT) ‘OIE TES 
w passed uaaq Aquo Str 
-ARy aguaquas yng “au 
suet TuNsN ONY UT pls 
pae dn uayorq aq 0 
paossap svar JOSS SILT, 









“pavoq wo punoy sradud on 
“ONE 


“Fonena Weyeeae 
B su pojuots0p 
“opead, 2avts 0p poder 















(pausig) 





PPL» drys 























"Sot “dua H. Jepuvumos 
“PIA ORB od ole ‘duwonvag “HS 

mony 5» drys 
ant aaptvtnu0s 

ona ona x SIL ] 9L | He [esoung] “bsg ‘soquog “pH “sony, 

“dea 
ona “PIA ERG one Mog | Sohteo Isl Tot | or foe 

 REuNy,, 

3 diqs "Wy “HL Jepuvur 
ont onl on ter | eebtes | rs fom fo fot [eemady | -woo “bsg ‘sayy “soqy, 
qsoya Aroq 

any oyu pred 
cord Suonjane a} 
jos sa104s puw sui} 
wun Sdn waxorq assa,, OANYIOIO] 001 oL | 86 eer g ‘uve 
OfeL 
J 2 Z i=] 
suremax spava =2 |a8 21 F 
cond ayp, spay asoyn | DoaMUNET #3e ge BE/2—/ & 
Ur pre ‘pjosun surent bie iz e8| B £2 | 23 2 
“34 Ae TAT PNpM ‘poneed sn Sze) = #5] ze 2 sozag 
: S| ead aes | g 
say eeat | ts |RE/EE/ el § 
woo Kyrodoxd aorporyyy | PS A E/E] g/ 3 
S| 24 8 















































SOAv]s 


ols pue Sug 


SOAUIS TES 
pun azau00yag 


Soavys ToT 
puv sau0oyg 


89.10)8 


pue ounuesug: 


891038 
puu sauooyog 


“poze 


Ayrodorg 





“OSST Sounr WOE 0} Arenues ys] Woody 
‘qUOsT BLIBIG JO JNOD AyeapYy-so1A oy} Lq poyeorpnlpe pure ‘apeay, oAvfg Ut poSesua Jutoq Jo uorordsns uo painzdvo etassa A Jo NuaLaY 


"O31 “ON Ur aIMsopuUTy 




















“sang poripy oy) 07 warsrbogy ‘NOLSEM “DI, 
*kdog ory, ¥ 


sIjoN Uznog 


‘AALH ‘NF oS] Traumg] op omojuy ovog | ueqyensg, 


wuney 


“MSLoFL “S 08 ofL soymg sop sm} ou 


“WL908 “NANG of * umouyug | Su on 





809 


“9S ol “Null od vp 920g ounssuia, | ont 





























oop 
“7/08 of “N09 | 85 "AON | VQ Jpouvyy gzop | UEMAMIg | 
“BUOY WL | 6Ist 
4 
s 
° “97ST TY 
spamydva es 
£ jo “Sud 
anor PI 
a ouey 








“-ondumnaadsg tion 





OL 
PaTTeD aq 0) pasoddng 


empty SOC 





‘orang 40 ‘oD 





iy oogle 


Ze 


Digiti 


“ON 


SIERRA LEONE. 129 


No. 127. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Commissary Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 
February 20, 1851.) 


My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
a return of vessels captured by Her Majesty’s squadron for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and prosecuted in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, between 
the Ist of July and the 31st of December, 1850, under the Acts of 2nd and 3rd 
Victoria, cap. 73, and 8th and 9th Victoria, cap. 122. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMAN MACDONALD. 
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No. 128. 
Her Majesty’s Fudge to Viscount Palmerston-—(Recewved April 4.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, January 9, 1850. 


.. .{ HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of two vessels, named respectively the “Venus” and 
“ Casco,” adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, the former on 
the 31st ultimo, and the latter on the 3rd instant, for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

The ‘ Venuz,” a schooner carrying a Brazilian ensign, but without any 
papers on board, was detained off the coast of Africa, completely equipped for 
the Slave Trade, by Commander Tudor, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Firefly,” and by that officer destroyed in consequence of his inability to spare 
a sufficient number of men from the “ Firefly” to navigate her to any port for 
adjudication. This vessel was pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at 
the time of seizure. Her figure-head, which had been sent to St. Helena for 
adjudication, was condemned. 

The * Casco” appears to have been an American brigantine, which left 
Cape Frio on the 3rd October, 1849, ostensibly bound to New York, but pro- 
ceeded to Ambriz on the African coast, where she was sold on the 27th 
November, and entered under Brazilian colours by the name of the “ Suspiragao.” 
On the following day she was detained by Lieutenant Jolliffe, commanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “Pluto,” with 439 negroes on board. She was con- 
demned as a vessel not entitled to the protection of any flag. 

Of the negroes, 11 died on the passage to St. Helena, and 2 more prior 
to adjudication. The remaining 426 were condemned to Her Majesty. 

I have, &c. 
W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice- Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 128. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “‘ Venuz.” 


SCHOONER “ Venue,” nation unknown. 
Without papers. 
ad a Brazilian ensign. 

Master, Jozé Antonio Carneiro. 

Crew found on board, 14 persons, all foreigners, 

Detained on the 23rd October, 1849, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6° 02’ south, and 
longitude 11° 30’ east, by John Tudor, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave deck, two boilers 
of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 2 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Tudor, and afterwards destroyed, as a sufficient crew 
could not be spared from Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Firefly” to navigate the vessel to any port 
for adjudication. 

The figure-head of the vessel was brought to Saint Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 31st December, 1849. 


$2 
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Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 
The figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold, 
Burthen, not calculated. 
Measurement by survey report :—Length of upper deck from knight-head to taffrail, 79 feet ; 
beam midships, 21 feet; depth of hold, 9 fect 6 inches. 
JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 128. 
Judgment in the case of the “Venur.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday, the thirty-first 

oy of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, before the 

orshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Venus,” whereof Jozé Antonio Carneiro was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
ong Jeon beset taken and seized by John Tudor, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's steam- 

loop “ Firefly.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
duly executed, and alo to the affidavit of Charles John Slaughter, midshipman of and belonging to 
ie Majesty's steam-sloop “Firefly,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this 

art. ; 


The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronouuced the eaid schooner or vessel “ Venuz,” her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein to have been, at the time of the seizure 
thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of 
Negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the 
statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture and condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and. con- 
demned the figure-head of and belonging to the said achooner or vessel, and brought to Saint Helena 


accordingly ; 
‘And hither ronounced, that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided: eo 

JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 128. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine ‘‘ Casco.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Casco,” nation unknown. 

Master, Brace McKenney. 

Crew found on board, 17 persons, all foreigners, 

Detained on the 28th November, 1849, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 7° 42’ south, and 
longitude 12° 44’ east, by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, Lieutenant, commanding Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

Had on board 334 male and 105 female negroes, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

Arrived at Saint Helena under the charge of Mr. Rogers, midshipman of Her Majesty’s steam- 
eloop “ Pluto,” on the 19th December, 1849, with 329 male and 99 female negroes, the remaining ]1 
having died on the . 3 

djudicated on the 3rd January, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of adjudication (827 males and 99 females) condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

. Burthen, old British measurement, 2004 tons; new British measurement, 180} tons. 
Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. A log, commencing Bra ( October, 1849, of the brig “Casco,” bound to New York, B. 
McKenney, master, and ending 25th November, 1849. 

2. Declaration, dated Ambriz, 27th November, 1849, made by Brace McKenney, the 
captain and owner of the American brig “Casco,” that he had sold her to M. 
Eduardo Augusto Deniz for the sum of four contos dos reie. 

3. Certificate, dated Ambriz, 27th November, 1849, signed by four persons, of the sale in 
that port of the American brigantine “Casco,” to M. Eduardo Augusto Deniz, and 
that she was entered under Brazilian colours by the name of the “ Suspiragio.” 

JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4 in Nu. 128. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Casco.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 

AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Thursday, the third day 
of January, in the year of our Lord one thoasand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helens, 
lawfully constituted and appointed; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Casco,” whereof Biss McKenney was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also 
against three hundred and thirty-four male slaves, aud one hundred and five female slaves, taken 
and eye by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, Lieutenant, commanding Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Pluto.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
duly executed, and also to the affidavits of Henry Rogers, midshipman of and belonging to Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop “Pluto,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, 
| remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said brigantine or vessel “Casco,” 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, to have been at the time of the seizure thereof equipped for and 
engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the pur- 
pose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the statute or statutes in such case 
made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to 
our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the same accordingly. 

And further pronounced, that the said brigantine or vessel (not having been taken into Her 
Majesty's service) should be broken up, and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof 
should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided. 

And also further pronounced the three hundred and thirty-four male slaves. and ono hundred 
and five female slaves, found on board of the said brigantine or vessel, at the time of the seizure 
thereof, to have been by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, or other- 
wise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation, and condemned the three hundred and 
twenty-seven male slaves, and ninety-nine female slaves, |p of the same surviving at the time of 
the aljaication thereof, to the sole use of our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors 
accordingly. 

mo (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 129. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 8.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, February 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of two vessels, one detained by Commander Robertson, of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “Cygnet,” and the other by Commander Monypenny, of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “‘ Sealark,” adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this 
colony, on the 24th ultimo ; and of three others, detained by Commander Quin, 
of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Waterwitch,” and adjudicated on the 28th ultimo, for 
being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

All of these vessels were taken during the months of November and 
December last, on the coast of Africa, and were completely equipped for the 
Slave Trade. 

One only, a Brazilian brigantine, named the “ Deos te Salve,” was brought 
to Saint Helena, and condemned. The remaining four had been destroyed by 
the captors, and were severally pronounced to have been vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade, not entitled to the protection of any flag. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 129. 


Abstract of the case of a Schooner, name unknown. 


SCHOONER, name and nation unknown. 

Without papers or colours. 

Master, Antonio Jozé Tavares. 

Crew, 12 persons, all foreigners, 

Detained on the 8#h November, 1849, off Quicombo, on the West Coast of Africa, by David 
Robertson, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Cygnet.” 
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Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a elave-deck, @ boiler of 
an unusually large size, a large number of shackles, bolts, and handouffs, an extraordinary quantity 
of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the 
crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Robertson, and being in au unworthy and leaky con- 
dition, was sunk and totally destroyed. 

A part of the figure-head and a ehackle were removed from the vesgel and brought to St. 
Helens for adjudication. 

+ Adjudicated on the 24th Ji 7, 1850. : 5 ¥ 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture and condemnation at the time of geizoze. 

The part of the figure-head and the shackle condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen not calculated. 


Measurement, by survey report.—Length, 64 foot ; breadth, 18 feet ; depth of ‘hold, 8 feet. 
sd *" (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 129. 
Judgment in the oase of a Schooner, name unknown. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helens. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Ialand of Saint Helena, on Thursday the twenty- 
fourth day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipfal William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain echooner or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
whereof Antonio Jozé Tavares was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden ~ 
thereon, taken and seized by David Robertson, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop 
* Cygnet.” 
oe n pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
duly executed, and also to the affidavits of David Robertson, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty’s 
sloop “Cygnet,” and Thomas Saumarez, second lieutenant, of and belonging to Her Majesty's said 
sloop heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion ag counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said schooner or vessel, name and 
nation unknown, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden thereon, to have been at the 
time of the seizure thereof equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal 
transport of negroes or others for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the pro- 
visions of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
and condemned part of the figureshead and one shackle of and belonging to the gaid schooner or 
vessel, and brought to St. Helena accordingly ; 

And further aston that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


made and provide 
: (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Tnclosure 3 in No. 129. 
Abstract of the case of a Barque, name unknown. 


BARQUE, name and nation unknown. 

Without papers or colours. 

Name of master, unknown, 

Detained on the 14th November, 1849, off the West Coast of Africa, in latitude 10° 50’ south, 
and longitude 13° 89’ east, by William Backhouse Monypenny, Esquire, commander of Her 
Majesty's sloup “‘Sealark ;” where, after endeavouring to get away from Her Majesty's sloop, she 
avas run on shore, set on fire, and deserted by her crew. 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers 
of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinba, beans, jerked beef, and water, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 

Was bake up and entirely destroyed by Her Majesty's sloop “Sealark,” after every exertion 
had been made to get her afloat without success. 

A spar belonging to the vessel was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 24th January, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture and condemnation at the time of seizure. 

The spar condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length, 107: feet ; breadth, 284 feet ; depth of hold, 14 feet. 

: (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 129. 


Judgment tn the case of a Barque, name unknown, 


In the Viee-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty- 
fourth doy of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against s certain barque or vessel, name and nation unknowns, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, taken and seized by William Baek- 
house Monypenny, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Sealark.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
daly executed, and also to the affidavit of Charles John Didham, second lieutenant of and belonging 
to Her Majesty's sloop “Sealark,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Coust. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said barque or vessel, name and 
nation unknown, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden-therein, to have been at the 
time of the seizure thereof equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal 
transport of negroes or others for the purpose of eonsigning them to sever: contrary to the pro- 
visions of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture aud condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
and condemned a spar of and belonging to the said barque or vessel, and brought to St. Helena 
accordingly ; 

An Jaxther ronounced that the same should be publicly sold as im and by law im euch case 
made and pea 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 129. 
«Abstract of the case of the brigantine ‘‘ Deos te Salve.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ Deos te Salve.” 

Master, Fermino Jozé Xavier Soares. 

Crew, by crew-list, 8 persons, inclading maater. 

Number of persons found on board, 15. 

Detained on the 26th December, 1849, off the West Coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 59 south, 
and longitude 12° 58' east, by Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop 
“ Waterwitch.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a large number of shackles, a boiler of 
an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other 
slave equipments. : 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 11th January, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Grylls, of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

Adjudicated on the 28th January, 1850. 

Condemned and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 70 tons ; old British measurement, 85? tons ; new New British measure- 
ment, 873 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz.— : 

1. Passport of the brigantine “ Deos te Salve,” dated Rio de Janeiro, 12th May, 1849 ; 
last endorsement dated Rio de Janeiro, 16th October, 1849, for a voyage thence to 
Rio de Sao Joao. 

2. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 12th May, 1849. 

3 and 4. Two personal passports. 

5. Crew-list, dated Rio de Janeiro, 15th October, 1849. 

6. Post Office certificate, dated Rio de Janeiro, October, 1849, that the vessel had no mail 
on board. . 

7. A letter of credit, dated Rio de Janeiro, October 22, 1849, to M. Manoel Ferreira 
Quicques, at St. Helena. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 129. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Deos te Salve.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. : 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the twenty-eighth 
day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fift7, vefore the Wor: 
shipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed. 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brigantine or vessel called the “Deos te 
Salve,” whereof Fermino Jozé Xavier Soares was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, taken and seized by Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, commander of Her 
Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch.” 
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In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
duly exeneiad) aa also to the afidavite of Charles Gerveys Grylls, Lieutenant of and tlonang to 
Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore 
exhibited and remaining in the registry of this Court. : b ; 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ Deos te 
Salve,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been, at the time of 
the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade, and employed in the 
illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to 
the provisions of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, 
subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, and condemned the same accordingly. ( shy ce 

‘And farther pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her yaar service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 


law i h made and provided. 
aaah ore ae (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
——— 
Inclosure 7 in No. 129. 
Abstract of the case of a Felucca, name unknown. 


FELUCCA, name and nation unknown. 

Supposed to be named the “ £7 Golfin.” 

Displayed Brazilian colours. 

Had no papers on board. 

Number of crew found on board, 26. 

Detained on the 27th November, 1849, off the River Kilongo, by Richard Robert Quin, 
Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch.” : 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave deck ; a large number of shackles ; a boiler 
of an unusually large size ; an extraordinary gusty of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel ; 
and other slave equipments. : 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Quin, and being found unseaworthy, was entirely 
destroyed by fire. pire Oe 

The figure-head of the vessel was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 28th January, 1850. ‘ 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture and condemnation at the time of seizure. 

The figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement, as per affidavit.—Length, 83 feet ; breadth, 25 feet ; depth, 12 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


Dennen Enel 


Inclosure 8 in No. 129. 


Judgment in the case of a Felucca, name unknown. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the twenty-eighth 

day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Wor- 
hipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
awfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain felucca or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
supposed to be called “£1 Goljin,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, 
‘akon and seized by Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Water- 
witch.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon referred to the monition heretofore brought in 
duly executed, and also to the affidavit of Charles Gerveys Grylls, lieutenant of and belonging to 
Her Majesty’s eloop “ Waterwitch,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this 

ourt. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said felucca or vessel, name and 
nation unknown, supposed to be “£/ Golfin,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others for the purpose of consigning 
them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the statute or statutes in such case made and 
provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the figure-head of und belonging 

_ to the said felucca or vessel, aud brought to St. Helena accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should he publicly sold, as in and by Jaw in such case 
made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 129. 
Abstract of the case of a Schooner, name unknown, 


SCHOONER, name and nation unknown. 

Without papers or colours. 

Number of crew, 10 persons. 

Detained on the 15th November, 1849, off Red Point, on the west coast of Africa, by Richard 
Robert Quin, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

Had a large quantity of shackles on board ; an extraordinary number of water casks ; # boiler 
of an unusually large size; an extraordinary quentity of water, farinha, beans, and jerked beef, 
i Sage what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel ; and 
other slave equipments. 

Was in a very leaky condition, and more than half filled with water, and was therefore caused 
by Commander Quin to be entirely destroyed by fire. 

A bitt-head and two shackles were removed from the vessel, and brought to St. Helena for 
adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 28th January, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture and condemnation at the time of seizure, 

The bitt-head and two shackles condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. ‘ 

Measurement.—Length, 51 feet; breadth, 16 feet; depth, 8 feet. 

; (Signed JNO. N. FIRMIN, Regisirar. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 129. 


Judgment in the case of a Schooner, name unknown. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday, the twenty- 
eighth day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, taken and seized by Richard Robert 
Quin, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon referred to the monition heretofore brought in, 
duly executed, and also to the affidavit of Henry Knox Leet, midshipman of and belonging to Her 
Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Conk: 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel or 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree pronounced the said schooner or vessel, name and 
nation unknown, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been, at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged im the Slave Trade, and employed in the 
illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the 
provisions of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, 
subject and liable to forfeiture and condemmation to our eee Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, and condemned a bitt-head and two shackles of and belonging to the said schooner or 
vessel, and brought to Saint Helena accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. ; 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 130. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 16.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, February 20, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour fo transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a barque, called the ‘‘ Pilot,” detained by the Honourable 
Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, on 
the coast of Africa, and condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, 
on the 11th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

This vessel was in all probability an American vessel. The words “ Pilot 
of Boston’’ were painted on the stern. She was sailing under American colours ; 
and had a crew, five of whom were Americans; but as she was without papers, 
and the majority of the crew were foreigners, the condemnation took place on 
the ground of her not being entitled to the protection of any flag. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiraliy Court. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 180, 
Abstract of the case of the barque “ Pilot.” 


BARQUE called the “ Pslot,” nation unknown, 

Without papers. : 

Had an American ensign displayed at the peak, and had also a Brazilian ensign on board. 

Master, Manoel Jozé Ferreira. : 

Crew, 18 persons, all foreigners; 5 of whom stated themselves to be Americans. 
. Had the words “ Pilot of Boston” painted on the stern. : : 

Detained on the 10th January, 1850; off Ambriz, on the West Coast of Africa, by the Honour- 
able George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty's steam-frigate “Cyclops ;” Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “Pluto,” Lieutenant Jolliffe, commanding, being in company at the time of detention. ' 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a large number of water-casks, a boiler 
of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the consumption of the crew of the vessel as a merchant- 
vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 26th January, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Dew, of Her’ 
Majesty's steam-frigate “Cyclops.” 

Adjudicated on the 11th February, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered. to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 223 tons ; new British measurement, 213 tons. 

(Signed) INO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 
Judyment in the case of the “ Pilot.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Ielena, on Monday, the eleventh 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Wor- 
a William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 

lena ; 


Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against » certain barque or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Pilot,” whereof Manoel Jozé Ferreira was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, taken and seized by the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her 
Majesty's steam-frigate “ Cyclops,” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe referred to the monition heretofore brought in, 
duly executed, and also to the affidavit of Roderick Dew, Lieutenant of and belonging to Her 
Baielys steam-frigate “Cyclops,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this 

ourt, 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel ‘“ Pélot,” her 
tackle, apparel, and funiitane: and the cargo laden therein, to have been, at the time of the seizure 
thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of 
negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the 
statute or statutes in such case made and provided, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture and condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and 
condemned the same accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said barque or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 


ease made and providod, ; 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 131. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 25.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, March 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a brig, called the “‘ Juliet,” detained on the west coast of 
Africa, for being engaged in the Slave Trade, by Commander Tudor, of Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly,” and adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
of this colony, on the 7th instant. 

This vessel was furnished with the usual slave equipments, and was without 
papers. She was destroyed by the order of Commander Tudor, the figure-head 
only being sent to St. Helena for adjudication. The vessel was pronounced to 
have been engaged in the Slave Trade, and not entitled to the protection of any 
flag, and the figure-head was condemned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 181. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Juliet.” 


BRIG, called the “ Juliet,” nation unknown, 

Master, Jozé Maria de Carvalho. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Without papers. 

Crew, 24 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 6th December, 1849, off the West Coast of Africa, in latitude 8° 00’ south, 
and longitude 12° 55! east, by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Firefly ;? Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto” being in company at the time of seizure. 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, an extraor- 
ordinary quantity of farinha, beans, und jerked beef, beyond what was probably requisite for the 
consumption of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was measured by order of Commander Tudor, and afterwards set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The figure-head of the vessel was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication, 

Adjudicated on the 7th March, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizare. 

The figure-head condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length of upper deck from knight-head to taffrail, 86 feet; beam of upper deck, 
21 feet ; depth of hold, 12 feet. : 

(Signed) JNO. N, FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 131. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Juliet.” 


‘In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the seventh day 
of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed; 

« Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Juliet,’ whereof Jozé Maria Carvalho was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by John Tudor, Esquire, commander of her 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly.” - 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly execnted, and referred to 
the affidavits of Henry Rogers, acting mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto,” 
and John Logan, first-class boy of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Firefly,” heretofore 
exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Conrt. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “Juliet,” her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, to have been at the time of seizure thereof equipped for and engaged 
in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of 
consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Vict. cap. 73, and as such, 
or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors; and condemned the figure-head of and belonging to the said brig or 
vessel, and brought to St. Helena accordingly ; : 

And further Prone that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


made and provide 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 182. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston—(Received May 2.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, March 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of two brigs, named the “ Rowena” and “ Aventuera,” adju- 
dicated in the Vice- Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 21st and 26th ultimo, 
respectively, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The ‘ Rowena” was detained by Lieutcnant Jolliffe, comimanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Pluto,” off the west coast of Africa, without either 
papers or colours, and completely equipped for the Slave Trade. She was 
destroyed by the captor, in consequence of being leaky and rotten, the wheel 
and figure-head only being sent to St. Helena. ‘This brig was pronounced to 
have been a vessel not entitled to the protection of any flag, engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and the wheel and figure-head were condemned. 
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The ‘“ Aventuera” was taken by the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her 
Majesty’s steain-frigate “‘ Cyclops,” off the west-coast of Africa, with 455 slaves 
on board. On the passage to St. Helena, an attempt was made by a large 
number of negroes, headed by the cook, to recapture the vessel. In the con- 
flict, five of the negroes were knocked overboard, and the cook and five of the 
prize-crew wounded. This vessel had a Brazilian ensign on board, but no 
papers. Of the 455 slaves, 5 were drowned, 14 died on the passage, and 15 
between the period of their arrival at St. Helena and the day of adjudication. 
The remaining 421 were, together with the vessel, as not being entitled to the 
protection of any flag, condemned to Her Majesty. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 132. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Rowena.” 


BRIG “ Rowena.” 

Nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers or colours, 

Crew, 23 persons, all foreigners. 

Detained on the 11th January, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 7° 50’ south, and 
longitude 13° 12' east, by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esy., Lieutenant, commanding Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

Had spare-plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck; two boilers of an unusually large size; 
an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was requisite for 
the ase of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Lieutenant Jolliffe, and being found to be very leaky and rotten, 
was afterwards set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The wheel and figure-head of the vessel were brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 21st February, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture and condemnation at the time of seizure. 

The wheel and figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burden, not calculated. 

Measurement, by survey report.—Length, 94 feet; breadth, 24} feet; depth, 152 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 132. . 


Judgment in the case of the “ Rowena.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty-first 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worship- 
ful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, nation unknown, eppoeee 
to have been called the “Rowena,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and ,the cargo laden 
therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esq., Lieutenant commanding 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto.” . : of 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Henry Rogers, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Pluto,” 
heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Rowena,” to 
have been, at the time of seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, 
contrary to the provisions of tho Act 2 & 3 Vict. cap. 73, and as such or otherwise, the said brig 
or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, to be subject and liable to forfeiture to our Soveriegn 
Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the figure-head and the wheel of and 
belonging to the said brig or vessel, and brought to St. Helena accordingly; 

And further Pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such cases 


made and provide ; 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 132. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Aventuera.” 


BRIG “ Aventuera.” 

Nation unknown. _ E 

Master, Jo&o Moreira de Camara. 

Crew, 18 persons, all foreigners. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. é 

Detained on the 27th January, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 9° 59’ south, and 
ee a 389’ east, by the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty's steam- 

igate “C. 3 
a) on ent 260 male and 195 female negroes, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
le. ; 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 11th Febraary, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Hodgkinson 
of Her Majesty's steam-frigate “Cyclops,” with 241 male and 195 female negroes, 

On the passage to St. Helena an attempt was made by a large number of the negroes, armed with 
billets of wood, cooking utensils, and knives, and headed by the cook, to rush upon the prize crew, 
with the intention of recapturing the vessel; and in the affray five of the negroes were knocked 
overboard and drowned ; the cook was severely wounded with a musket ball, and five of the prize- 
crew of Her Majesty's steam-frigate were wounded. 

Na ronne male negroes died on the passage to St. Helena, in addition to the five who were 
wned. 

Adjudicated on the 26th February, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of the adjudication (233 males and 188 females) condemned to 
Her Majesty. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 250 tons; new British measurement, 195 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 132. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Aventuera.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helens. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Tuesday, the twenty-sixth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful Willem Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted an anrointed 3 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the brig or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Aventuera,” whereof Jodo Moreira de Camara was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
also against two hundred and sixty male slaves, and one hundred and ninety-five female slaves, 
seized, as liable to forfeiture, by the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, captain of Her Majesty’s 
steam-frigate “Cyclops.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Austin Bissett Hodgkinson, Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
frigate “Cyclops,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced tho said brig or vessel “ Aventuera” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, 
contrary to the provisions of the Act 2 & 3 Vict. cap. 73, sates such or otherwise, the said brig or 
vessel “ Aventuera,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, to be subject and liable to forfeiture to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the same accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's 
service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided ; 

And further pronounced the two hundred and sixty male slaves, and one hundred and ninety- 
five female slaves, found on board of the said brig or vessel at the time of the seizure thereof, to 
have been, by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the two hundred and thirty-three male slaves, and one hundred and 
eighty-eight female slaves, part of the same, surviving at the time of the adjudication thereof, as 
forfeited to the sole use of Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, accordingly. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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No. 133. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 22.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, March 28, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
‘culars of the cases of five vessels respectively adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court. of this colony, on the 18th and 21st instant, for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. - : 

These cases consisted of a barque, called the ‘Anne D. Richardson,” taken off 
the coast of Africa by Lieutenant Jolliffe, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
‘Pluto ;” a brigantine, the “ Independencia,” off the same coast, by Commander 
Tudor, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘Firefly ;” two barques, the “ Santa Cruz” 
and ‘‘ Paulina,” off the south-east coast of America, by Commander Schomberg, 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Cormorant ;” and a brig, the “Lucy Ann,” 
detained on the African coast by Commander Cumming, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Rattler.” : 

_ All these vessels were fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and one of them, 
‘the “ Lucy Ann,” had on board 537 slaves. This vessel, and the “Anne D. 
Richardson,’? were doubtless American vessels. Each of them was commanded 
by an American master, their crews were composed partly of American seamen, 
and each of them carried the American flag; but no papers were found to 
entitle them to its protection. The “ Santa Cruz’? and “ Paulina” were 
Brazilian vessels ; and the “ Independencia” had a Brazilian ensign on board, but 
no papers. This vessel, and the ‘‘ Santa Cruz,” had been destroyed by their 
captors as unseaworthy. They were pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture 
at the time of seizure, and certain portions sent here for adjudication condemned. 
The other three vessels were condemned. 

A large quantity of dollars were found on board the “ Paulina” (5324) at 
the time of seizure, which were retained by the captors, their amount being 
‘remitted in bills of exchange to St. Helena; and about 5000 more were subse- 
quently discovered on the voyage, secreted in a cask of farinha. 

Of the slaves found on board the “ Lucy Ann,” 13 died on the passage to 
‘St. Helena, and 9 more prior to the day of adjudication. The remaining 515 
were condemned to Her Majesty. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
' Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 133. 
Abstract of the case of the barque “ Anne D. Richardson.” 


BARQUE, supposed to be the “ Anne D. Richardson.” 

Nation unknown. 

Master, William H. Thomas. 

Crew, 22 persons (13 foreigners, and 9 who stated themselves to be Amcricans). 

Without papers. 

Had an American ensign. 

Detained on the 14th of February, 1850, off the west const of Africa, in latitude 8° 07’ south, 
and longitude 12” 57’ east. by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, Licutenant commanding Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop ‘“ Pluto.” 

Had spare plauk fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, 
beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant-vessel ; a large number of wooden spoons, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 2nd March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Shewell, mate of Ter 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

Adjudicated on the 18th March, 1850. 

Condemned and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 2284 tons; new British measurement, 202 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N, FIRMIN, Registrar. 


NS 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 133. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Anne D. Richardson.” 


Tn the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helens. 


_ AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday, the eighteenth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
Waliam Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain barque or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“Anne D. Richardson,” whereof William H. Thomas was master, her tackle, apparel and furniture, 
and the cargo laden on hoard, seized as liable to forfeiture by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, 
Lieutenant, commanding Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Percy Bateman Shewell, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Pluto,” 
heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel “Anne D, 
Richardson,” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation) her 
tackle, apparel and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been at the time of the seizure 
thereof equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 
3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned 
the said barque or vessel, “ Anne D. Richardson,” her tackle, te and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said barque or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold, in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Megistrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 133. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Independencia.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Independencia,” nation unknown. 

Master, Joaquim Gomes Marinho. 

Without papers. Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Crew, 15 persons, all foreigners. 

Detained on the 31st January, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6° 02! south, and 
longitude 11° 43' east, by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Firefly.” 

- Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of an unusually 

large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, rice, jerked beef, and water, beyond what 
was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

‘Was surveyed by order of Commander Tador, and found unseaworthy, and altogether unfit to 
proceed to any port for adjudication, and was afterwards set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The wheel of the vessel was brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 18th March, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The wheel condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement, by survey report.—Length of upper deck, 90 feet; breadth of ditto, 28 feet 6 


inches ; depth of hold, 14 feet. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 1383. 
Judgment in the case of the “‘ Independencia.” 


Tn the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena, 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday, the eighteenth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 

. fully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “Independencia,” whereof Joaquim Gomes Marinho was master, her tackle. apparel and furni- 
ture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander 
of Her Majesty's Rerieears ¢ “ Firefly.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of George Wyndham Shepherd Hire, clerk’s assistant of and teleeece to Her Majesty's 
poe cv «“ Firefly,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel ‘« Indepen- 
dencia” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), her 
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tackle, apparel and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been at the time of the seizure 
thereof equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, con! to the provisions of the Act of the 
8rd of Victoria, cap. 73, aud as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned 
the wheel of and belonging to the said brigantine or vessel, and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited 
to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And furt! a Ee that the same should be publicly sold, aa in and by law in such caaa 


meee meen (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Rogistrer. 


’ 





Inclosure & in No. 133. 
Abstract of the case of the barque “Santa Cruz.” 


BRAZILIAN barque. “ Santa Cruz.” 

Master, Antonio Germano Soares. 

Crew, by crew-list, 17 persons; found on board, 16. 

Detained on the 4th January, 1850. off the south-east coast of America, in latitude 23° 43/ 
south, and longitude 45° 0’ west, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire. Commander of Her Majesty's 
stesm-sloop “‘ Cormorant.” 5 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler af 
am unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel: as s merchant-vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

. Was surveyed by: order of Commander Schomberg, and being found unfit to undertake the 
to St. Helena, was afterwards set on fire and totally destroyed. 
1 The billet head of the vessel was brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 21st March, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The billet-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen by register, 313 tons. 

Measurement.—Length, 99 feet; mean breadth, 25 feet; depth, 16 feet. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Register, dated Santos, 13th January, 1849, with an endorsement, dated Rio de Janeiro, 

: 4th July, 1849. 

2. Crew-list, dated Rio de Janeiro, 4th July, 1849, with an endorsement, dated San 
Sebastiao, 29th December, 1849, (the vessel bound to Rio de J rig 

3. Passport for a voyage from Rio de Janeiro to the River Plate, dated Rio de Janeiro, 
4th July, 1849. 

4. Port-clearance, dated Rio de Janeiro, 4th July, 1849. 

5. A certificate from the Administrator of Revenues at San Sebasti&io, dated 29th December, 
1849, stating that the vessel had discharged her cargo, shipped for the River Plate, at 
the eaid port. 

6. A certificate from the Administrator of Revenues at San Sebastiio, dated 29th December, 
1849, stating that the master had paid the duties on 20,000 billets of wood. 

7. Manifest, dated San Sebastiao, 29th December, 1849. Cargo, 20,000 billets of wood. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 133. 
Indgment in the case of the “‘ Santa Cruz.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St Helena, 


* AT a Court holden at Janes Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty- 
first day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Wor- 
shipfui William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian barque or vessel, called the “Santa Cruz,” 
whereof Antonio Germano Soares was master, her tackle, apparel and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein seized as liable to forfeiture by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop * Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition. duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Edward Crafer Smyth, master’s-assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “Cormorant,” Robert Upton, ordinary seaman of and belonging to Her Majesty's said sloop, 
and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry 01 
this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel, “ Santa Cruz, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have been at the time of the 
seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade. contrary to the provisions of 
tho Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and cundemned the billet-head of and belonging to the said barque or vessel, and brought to St. 
Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs aa successors, accordingly : 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
amade und provided, 





(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


Seen ENTER 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 133. 


Abstract of the case of the barque “ Paulina.” 


BRAZILIAN barque “ Paulina,” 

Master, Francisco da Rocha Pirez. 

Crew, by crew-list, 19 persons ; found on board, 29. 

Detained on the 12th January, 1850, off the south east coast of America, ia latitude 25° 30’ 
south, ana longitude 47° 40’ west, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
ateam-sloop “ Cormorant.” 

Had divisions or bulkheads between decks, more numerous than were necessary for a vessel 
engaged in lawful trade, a slave-deck laid, a boiler of an unusually large size, in addition to a large 
cooking apparatus, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other 
slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 10th March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Smyth, master’s 
assistant of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Cormorant.” 

Adjudicated on the 21st March, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen by register, 331 tons; old British measurement, 259 tons; new British measurement, 
328 tons, 

Had on board the following papers; viz. :— 

. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 29th December, 1849. 

2. Crew-list, dated Rio de Janeiro, 28th December, 1849. 

3. Passport, dated Rio de Janeiro, 31st December, 1849, for a voyage to the River Plate. 

4. Manifest of cargo, dated Rio de Janeiro, 31st December, 1849 ; with five bills of lading 
attached. 

5 & G. Two letters, dated Rio de Janeiro, 31st December, 1849 ; severally inclosing a bill 
of lading, and addressed to individuals at Monte Video. 

7. Post Office certificate that the vessel had received two mails on board, dated Rio de 

Janeiro, 31st December, 1849. 

8. Bill of health, dated Rio de Janeiro, 31st December, 1849. 
9. A letter, dated Rio de Janeiro, 31st December, 1849, to Manoel Gongalves at Monte 

Video, inclosing cargo book. 


n 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 133. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Paulina.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted pat appointed ; 

‘ “ Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian barque or vessel called the “ Paulina,” 
whereof Francisco da Rocha Pirez was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, 
wares, merchandize, and effects found on board of the same, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Herbert 
Schomberg, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Cormorant,” and against all persons 
in gencral having or pretending to have any right, title, or interest therein. 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Edward Crafer Smyth, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Cormorant,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel ‘ Paulina” to 
have been, at the timo of the seizure thereof, eyuipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade, 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 9th Victoria, cap. 122, and as such, or otherwise, sub- 
ject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said barque or vessel, “ Paulina,” her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, merchandize, and effects found on board, as forfeited 
to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, ber heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And farther pronounced that the cargo should be sold, and that the said barque or vessel (not 
having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and 
that the materia!s thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 





(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Legistrar. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 133. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Lucy Ann.” 


BRIG “ Lucy Ann,” nation unknown, 

Master, John Hamilton, 

Crew, 41 persons (30 foreigners, and 11 stated themselves to be Americans). 

Displayed an American ensign, which was afterwards pulled down. and a Brazilian ensign 
hoisted instead. 
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Had no papers. 

Detained on the 20th February, 1850, off the west coast .of Africa, in latitude 7° 26’ south, and 
longitude 12° 26’ east, by Arthur Cumming, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
“Rattler.” 

Had on board 421 male and 106 female negroes, and was fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 6th March, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Godfrey, of 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Rattler,” with 421 male and 103 female negroes. : 

Ten male and three female negroes died on the passage to St. Ielena, 

Adjudicated on the 21st March, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of adjudication, 412 men and 103 women, condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

: Renhan: old British measurement, 237 tons; new British measurement, 255 tons. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 133. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Lucy Ann.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“Lucy Ann,” whereof John Hamilton was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also 
against four hundred and thirty-one male slaves, and one hundred and six female slaves, seized as 
liable to forfeiture, by Arthur Cumming, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Rattler.” 

Tn pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, aud referred 
to the affidavit of Peter McKenzie Godfrey, First Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Rattler,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decrce, pronounced the said brig or vessel “ Lucy Ann” (not 
heing justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, to have becn, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped 
for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others for 
the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd Victoria, 
cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brig or 
vessel “Lucy Ann,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's 
service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided ; 

And further pronounced the four hundred and thirty-one male slaves and one hundred and six 
female slaves, found on board at the time of the seizure, to have been subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the four hundred and twelve male slaves and one hundred and three female slaves, 
part of the same surviving at the time of adjudication, to the sole use of Her Majesty, her heirs and 


successors, 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 134. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 1.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, May 11, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of two Brazilian brigs, named the ‘“ Serpente” and 
“ Positivo,”’ captured by Commander Wodchouse, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Phoenix,” and respectively condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this 
celery, on the 25th and 29th ultimo, for being engaged in the African Slave 

rade. 

The cases of these vessels are precisely similar: each of them sailed from 
Bahia, ostensibly bound to Para; each of them was detained in the month 
following its departure on the coast of Africa, with a slave equipment on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 
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-Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Serpente.” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Serpente.” 

Master, Jozé Bernardino de Aranjo. 

Owner, Domingos Jozé Martins. 

Crew, by crew-list, and found on board, 29 persons. 

Detained on the 20th February, 1850, off Porto Novo, on the west coast of Africa, by George 
Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Phoenix.” : 

Had hatches with open gratings, divisions or bulkheads in the hold more numerous than were 
necessary for a vessel engaged in lawful trade, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, four 
boilers of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, and jerked beef, 
Veyood what was probably requisite for the use of the erew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 8th April, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Watson, of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Pheenix.” 

Adjudicated on the 25th April, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sould. 

Burthen, by register, 240 tons; old British measurement, 303} tons; new British measurement, 
280 tons. 

Had on board the following papers; viz.:— 

1. Passport of the polacca “Serpente,” fora voyage from Bahia to Para, dated Bahia, 
5th January, 1850. 
. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 4th January, 1850. 
Order to the Commandant of the fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage, 
dated Bahia, 5th January, 1850. 

4, Register, dated Bahia, 14th September, 1849. 
5. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 5th January, 1850. 
6. A sealed letter, addressed to the Inspector of Customs at Para by the Administrator o 
7 


go 8 


Customs at Bahia. 
. A certificate from the Post Office at Bahia that the vessel has no mail on board, dated 
7th January, 1850. 
8. Certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 5th January, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 134. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Scrpente.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the 25th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully 
constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “Serpente,” 
whereof Jozé Bernardino de Aranjo was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, seized by George Wodehouse, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
« Phenix.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of George Willes Wilson, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Phenix,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and 
remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Serpente,” to 
have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade, 
in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 
Emperor of Brazil for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the said brig or vessel, “ Serpente,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

“ae And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel (not 
having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and entirely demolished, and 
that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided, 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 134. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Positivo.” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Positivo.” 
Master, Jozé Ferreira Sampaio. 
Owner, Bernardo Jozé Brando. 
Crew, by crew-list, and found on board, 29 persons. 
Detained on the 24th March, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, between Fernando Po and 
Whydah, by George Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phenix.” 
Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, an extra- 
ordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, and jerked beef, beyond what was probably requisite for 
the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 
Arrived at St. Helena on the 12th April, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Bedingfield, of 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop ‘“ Phoenix.” 
Adjudicated on the 29th April, 1850. 
Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 
Burthen, by register, 260 tons ; old British measurement, 285 tons ; new British measurement, 
300 tons. : 
Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 
2. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 5th February, 1850. 
2. A sealed letter to the inspector of customs at Para, from the administrator of customs 
at Bahia. 
9. Passport of the brig “ Positico,” dated Bahia, 6th February, 1850, for a voyage to 
Para. 
4. Order to the commandant of the fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage, dated 
6th February, 1850. 





5. Register dated Bahia, 5th February, 1850. 
6. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 6th February, 1850. 
7. Certificate dated Bahia, 6th February, 1850, that the vessel had no mail on board. 
8. Certificate of clearance, dated 6th February, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
. Inclosure 4 in No. 134. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Positivo.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the twenty-ninth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “ Positiro,” 
whereof Jozé Ferreira Sampaio was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, seized by George Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Phoenix.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Norman Bernard Bedingfield, Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “Phonix,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on bis motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Positivo,” to 
have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade, 


‘in contravention of # Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 


Emperor of Brazil for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary to 
the provision of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the said brig or vessel, “ Positivo,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovercign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 
And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel (not 
having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up, and be entirely demolished, and 
that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 135. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 1.) 


My Lord, St. Helcna, May 16, 1850. 


_ 1 HAVE be honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of two vessels adjudicated in ihe Vice-Admiralty Court of 
this colony on the 6th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 
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One of these vessels was a Brazilian brigantine, named the ‘ Phenix,” 
which appears to have left Rio de Janeiro in December 1849, bound to Sao 
Sebastifio, but was taken in February last off the coast of Africa, equipped for 
the Slave Trade, by Commander Patey, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish.” 
The other was a brig, called the “J. W. Huntington,” not entitled to the pro- 
tection of any flag. This vessel was without papers; the crew consisted of 
Americans and Brazilians, and the colours of these two nations were found on 
board. She was furnished with a slave equipment, and taken on the coast of 
Africa by Lieutenant Jolliffe, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

Both vessels, having been destroyed by their captors, were pronounced to 
have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure, and certain portions thereof 
respectively, which had been sent to St. Helena for adjudication, were con- 
demned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 135. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine ‘“« Phenix.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ Pheniz.” 

Master, Jozé Manoel de Faria. 

Owner, Jozé Francisco Caldeira. 

Crew found on board, 13 persons, including master. 

Detained on the 27th February, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 03! south, 
and longitude 11° 10’ east, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Flying-Fish.” 

"Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of 
an unusually large size, an extraordinary quanity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other 
slave equipments. 

Was surveyed, and afterwards set on fire and totally destroyed by order of Commander Patey, 
in consequence of her leaky state. 

A gilt phoenix off the stern and the billet-head of the vessel were removed, and sent to St. 
Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 6th May, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The phenix and billet-head condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen by papers, not stated. 

Measurement, by survey report.—Length, 67 feet ; breadth, 20 feet ; depth of hold, 10 feet. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1, Passport of the brigantine “Phenix,” dated Rio de Janeiro, 30th November, 1848 ; 
last endorsement for a voyage from Rio de Janeiro to Sao Sebastiao, dated 19th 
December, 1849. 

2. Permit from the custom-house at Rio de Janeiro to embark sundry articles, dated 19th 
December, 1849. 

3. A letter from the administrator of customs at Rio de Janeiro, dated 19th December, 
1849, to the administrator of revenues at Sao Sebastiao, inclosing manifest. 

4, Manifest, dated Rio de Janeiro, same date, stating the vessel to be in ballast. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


’ 





Inclosure 2 in No. 135. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Phenix.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the sixth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully con- 
stituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brigantine or vessel called the “ Pheniz,” 
whereof José Manoel de Faria was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s 
sloop “ Flying Fish.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of William Mayes, second master of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop “ Flying 
Fish,” and Peter Christian Germet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the 
Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his Teuton, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel “ Pheniz” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in carrying on the 
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African Slave Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
and contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned a gilt phonix and billet-head of and belonging to the said brigantine 
or vessel, and brought to St. Helena as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors accordingly ; 

Aud farther pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 135. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “J. W. Huntingdon.” 


BRIG “J. W. Huntingdon,” nation unknown. 

Master, Charles J. Wood (an American subject). 

Without papers. 

Had an American, and also a Brazilian, ensign, on board. 

Crew found on board, 18 persons, exclusive of master (10 Americans and 8 Brazilians). 

Detained on the 16th March, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6° 08! south, and 
longitude 12° 09' east, by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave deck ; two boilers of an unusually large size ; 
an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was set on fire and totally destroyed by order of Lieutenant Jolliffe, in consequence of her 
leaky state. 

The figure-head and wheel of the vessel were removed, and brought to St. Helena for adju- 
dication. 

Adjudicated on the 6th May, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The figure-head and wheel condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length, 85 feet; breadth, 24 feet; depth of hold, 15 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 135. 
Judgment in the case of the “J. W. Huntingdon.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the sixth day of 
May. in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully con- 
stituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a’ certain brig or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ J, W. Huntingdon,” whereof Charles J. Wood was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized by William Kynaston Jolliffe, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Pluto.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of John Rowe Ryan, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Pluto,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “J. W. Hunting- 
don” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have 
been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to 
the provisions of the Act of 3rd Vict., cap. 73, and-as such or otherwise, subject and liable to for- 
feiture, and condemned the figure-head and the wheel of and belonging to the said brig or vessel, 
and brought to St. Helena, as forfcited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And faethe pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 136. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, April 10, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of a Brazilian steam-brig, named the ‘“‘ Paquete de Santos,” 
and a Brazilian feluccea, called the “ Rozita,” condemned in the Vice-Admiralty 
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Court of this colony on the 28th ultimo, for being engaged in the African Slave 
Trade. 

The “ Paquete de Santos” was detained by Lieutenant Crofton, com- 
manding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Rifleman,” off Santos, on the coast of 
Brazil, whence she appears to have sailed on the morning of detention, ostensibly 
bound to Rio de Janeiro, but with an equipment and cargo plain!y indicative of 
an African destination. 

After the seizure of this vessel by Lieutenant Crofton, the master and 
eleven of the crew were, at their own request, removed to the “ Rifleman” for 
the purpose of being landed at Santos; two only, one of whom was the contra- 
mestre, being sent to St. Helena. This officer, in the first place, presented a 
protest, made by himself and the Brazilian Consul, against the condemnation of 
the vessel, which I refused to receive. He then put in a claim on behalf of 
himself and the master, and the owners of the vessel and cargo; but as he had 
no personal interest in the case, nor professed any authority from the master, or 
any other person who had; and as the master had, in my opinion, deserted his 
vessel (although his removal was alleged to have been on the ground of ill 
health), I thought this contramestre had no right to intervene, and accordingly 
rejected his claim. 

Against this decision an appeal has been threatened, but as the time for its 
assertion has not yet elapsed, I am unable to say how far it will be prosecuted. 

The name of this steamer was originally the “‘ Providencia,” which appears 
to have been changed to that of the ‘‘ Paquete de Santos,’’ when she was sold at 
Rio de Janeiro, in June 1849, to her present owner. Under the former desig- 
nation I am told she has made several successful voyages to the coast of Africa 
for slaves. 

The ‘ Rozita”’ was taken on the west coast of Africa on the 18th January, 
by Commander Beauchamp, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘“ Hecla,” fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, having sailed trom Bahia on the 12th of the 
preceding month on a voyage to Barcelona. This vessel was unfortunately 
destroyed on the morning of the 7th instant, by the breaking of her chain in the 
violence of the surf, but as she was ordered to be broken up, and most of her 
materials have been saved, it is not apprehended that much loss will arise to 
the captors. 

I avail myself of the same opportunity to inclose to your Lordship abstracts 
of the particulars of two other cases of vessels respectively adjudicated on the 
80th ultimo and Ist instant. The one of a brig, called the “ Encarnacion,” 
detained by Commander Quin, of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Waterwitch,” with the 
extraordinary number of 862 slaves on board. ‘his vessel, which had a Brazi- 
lian ensign, but no papers, was condemned as a vessel not entitled to the pro- 
tection of any flag. 31-of the slaves died on the passage to St. Helena, and 75 
subsequently. The remaining 756 were condemned to Her Majesty. 

The other case was of a schooner, which was discovered by the officer in 
charge of one of the boats of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “‘ Hecla,” close to a 
well known slave factory at Porto Novo, on the African coast, where every 
preparation was making for the embarkation of negroes then on the beach. 
The approach of the “ Hecla’s” boat put a stop to all these proceedings, and the 
schooner was run on shore by her crew. 

The violence of the surf and the armed persons on shore prevented all 
access to the vessel for the purpose either of examination or measurement ; but 
certain portions of the vessel were the following day removed from the wreck 
by the orders of Commander Beauchamp, and sent to St. Helena for adjudi- 
cation. 1 was of opinion that the vessel was manifestly engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and decreed condemnation of the portions accordingly. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 136. 


Abstract of the case of the steam-brig ‘‘ Paquete de Santos.” 


BRAZILIAN steam-brig “ Paquete de Santos” (late “ Providencia’). 

Master, Joaquim Peixoto Guimaraes. 

Owner, Francisco Gongalves Lages. 

Crew, by crew-list, and found on board, 14 persons. 

Detained on the 10th January, (850, off the south-east coast of America, in latitude 23° 56’ 
south, und longitude 45° 55’ west, by Stephen Smith Lowther Crofton, Esquire, Lieutenant com- 
manding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rifleman.” 

Had large open hatchways fitted for gratings; divisions or bulkheads in the hold more 
numerous than were necessary for a vessel engaged in lawful trade ; a large quantity of plank 
temporarily nailed to the sides of the vessel, marked and numbered so as to correspond with the 
stringers on which the beams for laying the second and third, or slave decks, are placed, together 
with the marks for the beams and bolt-holes ready for fitting and securing the same in the upright 
stauncheons amidships; had a large space fitted abaft the funnel covered with copper, with ring 
bolts for securing large boilers ; illuminators fitted in the upper deck for the purpose of giving light 
to the second or slave deck ; a pipe for a condensing machine, fitted to the steam che-t, and leading 
through the upper deck to the place fitted for the coppers ; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, 
beans, rice, and jerked beef, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant vessel ; and other slave equipments. E 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 1st March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Beckett, midshipman 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rifleman.” 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Passport for a voyage from Rio de Janeiro to Santos, dated 22nd June, 1849, last 

ondorsement for a voyage to Rio de Janeiro, dated Santos, 9th January, 1850. 
2. A letter dated Santos, 9th January, 1850, to the Administrator of Customs at Rio de 
Janciro, inclosing manifest and custom-house permits of the cargo. 

3. Cargo book, dated 9th January, 1850. 

4. Port-clearance, dated Santos, 9th January, 1850. 

6. A certificate from the harbour master at Rio de Janeiro, dated 21st February, 1849, 
regarding the measurement, name, name of owncr, and builder of the steamer “ Pro- 
videncia,” with another certificate endorsed thereon, dated 21st June, 1849, that the 
said steamer was sold to Francisco Gongalves Lages, and was named the “ Paquete de 
Santos.” 

Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 22nd June, 1849. 

Crew-list, dated Santos, 8th January, 1850. 

Certificate dated Santos, 16th July, 1849, that the vessel had discharged her cargo 
according to the manifest. 

9 and 10. Port-clearances, dated 5th and 16th July, 1849, 

11. Manifest, dated Santos, 9th January, 1850. 

12 to 17. Permits to receive cargo, dated severally 7th, 8th, and 9th January, 1850. 

Vessel adjudicated on the 28th March, 1850. 

Condenmed as forfeited to Her Majesty. 

Decree of demolition and sale postponed, in consequence of notice of appeal. 

Burthen, by papers, 150 tons ; old British measurement, 318 tous ; new British measurement, 
301} tons. 


tS 


(Signed) JNO, N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 136. 


Judgment in the case of the ‘ Paquete de Santos.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Ielena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty- 
eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vicc-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian steam-brig or vessel called the “ Paquete 
de Santos” (lato “ Providencia’, whereof Joaquim Peixoto Guimaracs was master, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized, as liable to forfeiture, by Stephen Smith 
Lowther Crofton, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Rifleman.” 

Knipe prayed the Judge to reject the claim of Manoel Antonio Rodrigues for the said steam- 
brig or vessel proceeded agaiust in this cause, and to pronounce the same to be subject and liable to 
forfeiture to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, and to condemn the same accordingly. 

Gidcon prayed the Judge to admit the said claim, and to restore the said steam-brig or vessel, 
and to condemn Stephen Smith Lowther Crofton, the seizor, in costs. 

The Judge having heard the proofs read, and proctors on both sides, rejected the said claim, 
and by interlocutory decree pronounced the said steam-brig or vessel, “ Paquete de Santos,” to have 
been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in carrying on the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and 
the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the Aptean Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said steam-brig or vessel, ‘ Paquete de Santos,” her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, and tho cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Suvercign Lady the Quecn, her heirs 
and successors accordingly. 


(Signed) INO. N. FIRMIN, Reyistrar. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 136. 


Abstract of the case of the felucca “ Rozita.” 


BRAZILIAN felucca “ Rozita.” 

Master, Jozé Pereira da Silva Maltez. 

Owner, Policarpo Pereira da Sa. 

Crew, by crew-list, 22 persons; found on board, 27 persons. 

_ Detained on the 18th January, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6? 0’ north, and 
longitude 2° 55’ east, by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “Hecla.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; two boilers of an unusually large size; 
an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 12th March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Griffiths, midshipman 
of Her Majesty's steam-sloep “ Hecla.” 

Adjudicated on the 28th March, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 111 tons; old British measurement, 130 tons; new British measure- 
ment, 110 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz.— 

1, Crew-list, dated Bahia, 10th December, 1849. 
2. Passport, dated Bahia, 11 December, 1849, for a voyage to Barcelona. 
3. An order to permit the vessel to pass the fort, dated Bahia, 12th December, 1849. 
4. Bill of health, dated 12th December, 1849. 
5. Reyister, dated Bahia, 20th March, 1849. 
6. Post-office certificate, that the vessel has no mail on board, dated Bahia, 11th December, 
1849. 
7. Certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 11th December, 1849. 
8. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 11th December; 1848. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 136. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Rozita.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the twenty- 
eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, res ee Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian felucca or vessel called the “ Rozita,” 
whereof Jozé Pereira da Silva Maltez was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, taken and seized by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Hecla.” 

In prin of partics cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of John Frederick Griffiths, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Hecla,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Ilcr Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said felucca or vessel, ‘ fozita,” 
to have been, at the time of seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in carrying on the African 
Slave Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth 
and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said felucca or vessel, “ Rozita,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said felucca or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 136. 


Abstract of the case of the brig, supposed * Encarnacion.” 


BRIG, nation unknown, supposed to be called the “ Encarnacion.” 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Crew found on board, 84 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 3rd March, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, by Richard Robert Quin, 
Esquire, commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 


Crass A. 
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Had on board 469 male and 393 female negroes, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 
Arrived at St. Helena on the 14th of March, 1850, the charge of Mr. Hare, master’s assistant 
of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch,” with 446 male, 385 female negroes. 

23 male and 8 female negroes died on the passage to St. Helena. 

Adjudicated on the 30th March, 1850. 

Vessel condemned and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive on the day of adjudication, 406 males and 350 females, condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 296 tons; new British measurement, 313} tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 136. 


Judgment in the case of the supposed “ Encarnacion.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Saturday the thirtieth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Encarnacion,” her tackle, apparel and farniture, and also against four hundred and sixty-nine 
male slaves, and three hundred and nincty-three female slaves, seized as liable to forfeiture by 
Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition, duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of William Charles Hare, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop 
“Waterwitch,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

Tho Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “Encarnacion” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the 
illegal transport of negroes, or others, fur the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to tae 
provisions of the Act of the 8rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said brig or vessel, ‘‘ Zncarnacion,” her tackle, apparel and furniture, 
as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, acoordingly ; 

And further pronounced, that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's 
service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided ; 

And also further pronounced the four hundred and sixty-nine male slaves, and three hundred 
and ninety-three female slaves, found on board of the said brig or vessel at the time of the seizure 
thereof, to have been, by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, or other- 
wise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the four hundred and six male slaves, and 
three hundred and fifty female slaves, part of the same, surviving at the time of the adjudication 
thereof, as forfeited to the sole use of our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 


accordingly. 
ia (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrgr. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 136. 


Abstract of the case of a Schooner, name unknown. 


SCHOONER, name ard nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Had a Brazilian ensign displayed at the peak. 

Was observed on the 20th January, 1850, by a boat belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Hecla,” Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander, to approach close to a well-known and 
notorious slave factory, at Porto Novo, on the west coast of Africa, the property of Domingo José 
Martinez, when all sail was taken in, and a@ large white flag hoisted, with the letters “D.J. M.” 
painted in the centre. Immediately the flag was hoisted, 30 or 40 canoes and 2 large boats were 
launched from a boat-house close to the factory, and every preparation was made for embarking 
negroes, a large number of whom were on the beach, apparently ready for embarkation. 

" "On Her Majesty’s sloop “ Hecla’s” boat approaching, with the English ensign and pendant 
displayed, a musket was fired from the said boat, when immediately all preparations on shore ceased, 
and the crew of the schooner run her on shore. 

Several shots were fired at the boat from the slave factory on shore. 

Every effort was made by Lieutenant Fisher, who was in charge of the boat to board and 
examine the schooner, but in consequence of the high surf which broke with great violence over the 
vessel, and the large number of armed persons upon the beach close to her, Lieutenant Fisher 
thought it advisable to return to Her Majesty’s sloop “ Hecla.” 

On the following day, the 21st January, the said schooner was seized by Commander Beauchamp, 
for being engaged in the African Slave Trade, but owing to the high surf, it was found impossible 
either to search or measure her. 

A part of the pump-box and a belaying-pin were removed from the wreck and brought to St. 
Helena. 

The vessel became entirely broken up and destroyed. 
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A large quantity of plank, similar to what is found laid down as a second or slave deck in 
knees engaged in the Slave Trade, was floating about, with pieces of the wreck from the said 
schooner. 

Adjudicated on the 1st April, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture fur being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The pump-box and belaying-pin condemned and ordered to be gold. 

Burthen: not known, said to have been about 150 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 136. 


Judgment in the case of a Schooner, name unknoten. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the first day of 
April, in the year of uur Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully 
constituted and appointed ; 

Oar Sovereign: Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized by Edward Halhed Beau- 
champ, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Hecla.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition, duly executed, and referred to 
the-affidavit of John Frederick Gritliths, midshipman of aud belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Hecla,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said afhdavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, name and 
nation unknown (not aie justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), 
to have been, at the time et the scizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, con- 
trary to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned a part of a pump-box and a belaying-pin, of and belonging 
to the said schooner or vessel, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Jegistrar. 





No. 1387. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 6.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, April 22, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of two vessels, named the “ Minerva” and “ Feliz Lem- 
branca,” detained by Commander Selwyn, of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘ Star,” and 
adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony on the 11th instant ; 
and of two others, named the “ Relampago ” and ‘‘ Navarre,” detained by Com- 
mander Tudor, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Firefly,” and adjudicated on the 
15th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The whole of these vessels were taken on the coast of Africa, completely 
equipped for the Slaye Trade, and with Brazilian colours on board. The 
“‘ Navarre” would appear to have been an American vesscl, as, in addition to 
the Brazilian ensign, she carried American colours, had a crew composed in 
part of Americans, and “ Navarre of Philadelphia” was painted on her stern. 
The other three were probably Brazilian; but as no papers were found on board 
any of them, they were adjudicated as vessels not entitled to the protection of 
any flag. The “Feliz Lembranca” and “Navarre”? were condemned. The 
“‘ Minerva” and “ Relampago” having been destroyed, the former by her own 
crew, and the latter by the captor, from his inability to furnish a sufficient crew 
to navigate her to any port for adjudication, were severally pronounced to have 
been liable to forfeiture, and such portions of them as were sent for adjudication 
condemned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 


Abstract of the case of the schooner, supposed “* Minerva.” 


SCHOONER, nation unknown, supposed to be the “ Minerva.” 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Detained on the 11th March, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 32! south, and 
longitude 13° 44’ east, near a large slave factory at Quisinga, by Fredcrick Leopold Augustus 
Selwyn, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's sloop “Star.” 

‘After every effort was made to escape from Her Majesty's sloop, the vessel was run on shore, 
set on fire, and abandoned by her crew. 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers 
of an unusually large size, fitted to a large cooking apparatus, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, 
beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchant vessel, and other slave equipments. 

It having been found impossible to extinguish the fire on board the schooner, she was totally 
destroyed. 

boat's davit was removed and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 11th April, 1850. 

The vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The davit condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement :—Length, 77 feet; beam, 23 feet ; depth of hold, 11 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 137. 


Judgment in the case of the supposed “ Minerva.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT at Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the elevent 
day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipfu 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; . 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel, nation unknown, supposed 
to be the “ Minerva,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized by 
Frederick Leopold Augustus Selwyn, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Star.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of George William Pakenham Edwardes, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop 
“Star,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, supposed to 
have been the “ Minerva” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state 
or nation), to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave 
Trade, contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or other- 
wise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned a boat's davit of and belonging to the said 
schooner, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced, that the same should be publicly sold as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 137. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Feliz Lembranga.” 


BRIGANTINE, “ Feliz Lembranga.” 

Nation unknown. 

Without papers, 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Master, José de Souza Velho. 

Crew, 16 persons (all foreigners). 

Detained on the 14th March, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 12° 00’ south, and 
longitude 13° 30’ east, by Frederick Leopold Augustus Selwyn, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty’ 
sloop “Star.” 

Putad hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, 3 boilers 
of an unusually large size fitted to a large cooking apparatus; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, 
beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the 
vessel as a merchaut-vessel; and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 25th March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Edwardes, mate of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “Star.” 

Adjudicated on the 11th April, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 166} tons; new British measurement, 158% tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


————— 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 137. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Feliz Lembranca.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the eleventh day 
of April, in the year of cur Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; . 

Our Sovereign Lady te Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Feliz Lembranga,” whereof José de Souza Velho was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Frederick Leopold Augustus Selwyn, 
Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “Star.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Batre William Pakenham Edwardes, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop 
“Star,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

Tho Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by intorlocutary decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ Feliz 
Lembranga” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or uation), to 
have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject and 
liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, “ Feliz Lembranga,” her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold ; and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and entirely demol- 
ished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in 
such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 137. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Relampago.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Relampago.” 

Nation unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Master, Laureano Perreira da Silva. 

Crew found on board, 1% persons, including master (foreigners). 

Detained on the 24th February, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6° 22’ suuth, 
and longitude 11° 42’ east, by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s stcam-sloop 
“ Firefly.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers 
of an unusually large size, affixed to a large cooking apparatus ; an extraordinary quantity of rice, 
farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, heyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew 
of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; and other slave equipments. 

Was destroyed by Commander Tudor, in consequence of his not having a sufficient number of 
persons from the crew of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Firefly,” available to navigate the vessel to 
St. Helena for adjudication. 

The figure-head was brought to St. Helena for adjudication, 

Adjudicated on the 15th April, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen.—Not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length, 85 feet; beam, abreast of foremast, 21 feet; amidships, 23 feet; abreast 
of mainmast, 22 feet; depth of hold, 13 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 137. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Relampago.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at JamesTown, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the fifteenth day 
of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judgo and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Relampago,” whereof Laureano Perreira da Silva was master, her tackle, apparel, and furni- 
ture, and the cargo laden therein, seized by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Firefly.” 3 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
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the affidavit of Joseph Gilley Datham, second master of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloo 
“ Firefly,” heretofore exhibited and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the brigantine or vessel “ /elampago” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation) to have been, at 
the timo of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provi- 
sions of the Act of the 3rd Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to for- 
feiture, and condemned the figure-head of and belonging to the said brigantine or vessel, and 
bronght to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors 
accordingly ; 

And Riether pronounced that the same should be publicly sold as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


ET 


Inclosure 7 in No. 137. 
Abstract of the case of the barque ““ Navarre.” 


BARQUE “ Navarre.” 

Nation unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had an American, and also a Brazilian, ensign. 

The words “ Navarre of Philadelphia” were painted on the stern. 

Master, Aureliano Dias Costa Cabral. 

Crew found on board, 18 persons, including master, composed of Americans, Brazilians, and 
Portuguese. 

Detained on the 19th March, 1850, off Ambriz, on the west coast of Africa, by John Tudor, 
Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; a case containing a large number of 
shackles and bolts ; two boilers of an unusually large size, fitted to a large cooking apparatus; an 
extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 30th March, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Dathan, second 
master of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly.” 

Adjudicated on the 15th April, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen.—Old British measurement, 237 tons; new British measurement, 3292 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 137. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Navarre,” 


In the Vice-Admiralty-Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the fifteenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Witae, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena, lawfully 
constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovercign Lady the Queen against a certain barque or yessel, nation unknown, called the 
« Navarre,” whereof Aureliano Dias Costa Cabral was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the eore®. Jaden therein, seized by John Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Firefly.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Joseph Gilley Dathan, second master of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam-sloop 
“ Firefly,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in tho Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel “ Navarre,” (not 
being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, at the 
time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 72, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the said barque or vessel, “ Nararre,” her tackle, apparel and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accord- 
ingly ; 

. oer further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said barque or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should broken up and entirely demolished, and 
that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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No. 138. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 10.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, June 10, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of four vessels, the ‘‘ Ledo,” the ‘‘ Pensamento Feliz,” the 
“ Vingador,” and the “ Levin Lank,” condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
this colony, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The ‘“ Leao”’ was a Brazilian brig, detained by Commander Beauchamp, of 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Hecla,” off the west coast of Africa, on the 19th 
April last, with a slave equipment on board. She appears to have sailed from 
Bahia in the middle of the previous month, ostensibly bound to Macahé. 

The “‘ Pensamento Feliz”’ was also a Brazilian vessel, detained under similar 
circumstances on the 24th April, by Commander Selwyn, of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“Star.” Not being seaworthy, she was destroyed by the captor; the cat-head, 
boat’s davit, and colours only being sent to St. Helena. This vessel appcars to 
have quitted Rio de Janeiro in May last for Laguna, and when taken was 
documented with papers dated at the latter place, in the end of February, for a 
voyage to Mangaratiba. 

The “ Vingador’”’ was a brigantine equipped for the Slave Trade, detained 
by the same officer, Commander Selwyn, off the African ccast, on the 2nd of 
May. This vessel had a Brazilian ensign on board, but no papers, and was 
condemned as a vessel not entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or 
nation. 

The remaining vessel, called the ‘‘ Levin Lank,” was taken under circum- 
stances which I think it right more particularly to detail to your Lordship. 
This vessel was originally an American schooner, which departed from Balti- 
more, in the United States of America, in November 1848, with regular papers 
and a crew of four men, for a voyage to Liberia and the islands and rivers on 
the coast of Africa, with liberty to act as a droger for large vessels during a 
term not exceeding a year. She is detained on the coast of Africa by Com- 
mander Miller, of Her Majesty's sloop ‘‘ Ranger,” in January 1850, for being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, having at that time a crew of sixteen persons, for 
the most part Portuguese, and all of whom, so far as regards the United States, 
appear to be foreigners. Among the papers with which the vessel was furnished 
when she took her departure from Baltimore, was a letter-of-attorney from the 
owner, J. Sullivan, appointing a person, named Thomas Snow, of England, his 
attorney, to sell the vessel; and among the papers found on board at the time 
of seizure, is a document, dated May 4th, 1849, at Benin River, by which 
Thomas Snow certifies that R. C. Henry, agent in the River Benin, had bought 
the ‘‘ Levin Lank,” and by which he (Snow), by virtue of the power-of-attorney, 
hands over the ‘“ Levin Lank,” having received value as per agreement. This 
document is executcd in the presence of two witnesses, one of whom is Joseph 
Tuzo, who was master of the vessel when seized by Commander Miller. 

In corroboration of the fact of this transfer having taken place, a certificate 
was drawn up and signed by Tuzo, the master, at the time of the detention; 
that the vessel was the property of Messrs. Thomas Harrison and Co., of Liver- 
pool, bought at Benin by their agent, in May 1849, and that he, an English 
subject, was appointed to command her by Henry, at Benin, the 24th October, 
1849, but in the employ of Messrs. Thomas Harrison and Co. 

Under these circumstances, the vessel, with the master and three of the 
crew, was placed in the charge of Mr. Tarraway, Master’s Assistant of the 
“Ranger,” for the purpose of being sent to St. Helena for adjudication. This 
officer, however, was compelled, from the boisterous state of the weather, the 
want of a chronometer, and scarcity of provisions, after having nearly reached 
his destination, to return to the “ Ranger,’ when the master and two of the 
crew were, at their own earnest entreaties, removed from the vessel for the 
purpose of being landed on the coast of Africa, and the vessel again dispatched 
for St. Helena. 

On the day appointed for the adjudication of this vessel, a letter was 
addressed to me from the Commercial Agent for the United States, objecting to 
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the jurisdiction of the court, and claiming that the vessel should be released, 
and restored to the rightful owner, or, if not, that I would stay the proceedings 
till the action of the United States should be known on the subject ; but, as I 
was of opinion that the Commercial Agent for the United States had no persona 
standi in the case, and that the national character of the vessel was either 
changed by the alleged sale, or the right to its protection forfeited from the 
circumstance of her having false papers on board, and being manned by a crew 
composed of foreigners, and being, moreover, satisfied, from the affidavit of the 
prize officer, and the confession of the master, that she was engaged in the Slave 
Trade, I felt it my duty to decree condemnation as of a vessel not entitled to the 
protection of any flag. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 138. 


Abstract of the case of the brig *« Leao.” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Leto.” 

Master, Francisco Antonio de Souza: 

Owner, Antonio Monteiro de Carvalho. 

Crew, by crew-list, 30 persons, including master. 

Detained on the 19th April, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 4° 40’ north, and 
longitude 4° 25’ east, by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Hecla.” 

Pad hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a large num- 
ber of shackles, bolts, and handcuffs ; an extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, jerked beef, 
and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant 
vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at Saint Helena on the 9th May, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Simpson, second lieu- 
tenant of Her Majesty's steam sloop “ Hecla.” 

Adjudicated on the 27th May, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 259 tons; old British measurement, 2743 tons; new British measure- 
ment, 288 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

. Passport of the brig ‘‘Ledo,” dated Bahia, 16th March, 1850, for a voyage to 

Macahé. : 


_ 


2. Register, dated Bahia, 13th March, 1850. 

3. Register, dated Bahia, dated 15th March, 1850. 

4. Custom-House certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 16th March, 1850. 

5, Post-Office Certificate, dated Bahia, 16th March, 1850, that the vessel had no mail on 
board. 

6. An Order, dated Bahia, 16th March, 1850, to allow the vessel to proceed on her 
voyage. 

2. Porbslenrnase: dated Bahia, 16th March, 1850. 

8. A letter from the Administrator of Customs at Bahia to the Administrator of Revenues 
at Macahé, dated 16th March, 1850. 

9. Manifest, dated 16th March, 1850. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 138. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Leio.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday the twenty- 
seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “ Leio,” whereof 
Francisco Antonio de Souza was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Majesty’s steam sloop ‘‘ Hecla.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of Cortland Herbert Simpson, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop ‘‘Hecla,” and Peter Christian Gernet native of Russia. heretofore exhibited, and remain- 
ing in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, ‘‘ Leio,” to have 
been, at the time of the scizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave Trade, 
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in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the Emperor 
of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary to the 
Provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria to 
the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwiso subject and liable to forfeiture, and 
condemned the said’brig or vessel “ Zeio,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 
And farther pronounced that the suid cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demo- 
lished, and the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 


case made and provided. 
; (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
ee a SS re 


Inclosure 3 in No. 138. 


Abstract of the case of the schooner “ Pensamento Feliz.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Pensamento Feliz.” 

Master, Torquato Jose de Carvalho. 

Owner, Manoel Luiz and Manoel Fernando 

Crew, by crew-list, 12 persons, including master. 

Crew found on board, 15 persons. 

Detained on the 24th April, 1850, off the west of Africa, in latitude 10° 46’ south, and 
Leas 13° 19! east, by Frederick Augustus Leopold Selwyn, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
sloop “Star.” 

Had hatches with open gratings; a larger quantity of water in casks than was necessary 
for the consumption of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel 3 a boiler of an unusually lar; 
size ; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, and jerked beef, beyond what was probably 
reqnisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; a platform made upon the 
water casks with billets of wood, covered with mats and matting, so as to form a substitute for a 
slave deck ; and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Selwyn, and being found altogether unseaworthy, 
and unfit to proceed to any port for adjudication, was set on fire and totally destroyed. 

A cat-head, boat’s davit, and Brazilian ensign, were removed from the vessel, and brought to 
Saint Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 30th May, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The cat-head, boat’s davit, and Brazilian ensign, condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, by papers, 41 tons. 

Meagurement, by survey report.—Length 58 feet, beam 15 feet, depth 7 feet. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Passport of the brigantine “ Pensamento Feliz,” dated Rio de Janciro, 31st August, 
1840; last endorsement for a voyage from Rio de Janeiro to Laguna, dated 21st 
May, 1849. 
2A certifivate dated Laguna, 23rd February, 1850, that the tax on the crew, of 6400 
reis, was paid by the master. : 
3. hose oles certificate, dated Laguna, 21st February, that the vessel had no mail on 
board. 
» Crew-list, dated 23rd February, 1850, for a voyage from Laguna to Mangaratiba. 
. A letter dated 23rd February, 1850, from the Collector of Revenues at Laguna to the 
Administrator of Revenues at Mangaratiba, inclosing manifest. 
. Manifest, dated 23rd February, 1850. 2 
. Certificate, dated 23rd February, 1850, that the dutics on the goods specified in the 
manifest were paid. 


Om 


bo E—) 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 138. 
Judgment in the case of the * Pensamento Feliz.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT o Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the thirtieth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully con- 
stituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the ‘“ Pensa- 
mento Feliz,” whereof Torquato José de Carvalho was master, her tackle, apparel, and the cargo 
laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Frederick Leopold Augustus Selwyn, Esquire, Com- 
mander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Star.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Frederick Grear, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop “Star,” and 
Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this 
Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “ Pensamento 
Feliz,” to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African 
Slave Trade ,in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth 

Cuass A. - : Y 
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and the Ei of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave ‘Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, eer and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the cat-head, boat's davit, and Brazilian ensign of amd belonging to the 
said schooner or vessel “ Pensamento Feliz,” and brought to St. Helens, as forfeited to our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen, her heirs and sueceszors, aceordingly ; . 

pe ab pineaaraie that the same should be publicly sold, as im and by law im ouch caso 


made and provi r 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Rogestour. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 138. 


Abstract of the case of the brigantine “« Vingador.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Pengador,” nation unknewr. 

Master, Francisco da Cunha Sampaio. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Crew, found on pees 17 persons. 

Detained on the 2nd May, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 10° 43! south, and 
longitude 13° 33' east, by Frederick Augustus Leopold Selwyn, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
sloop “ Star.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, o boiler of an unusually barge size, in 
addition to a large cooking apparatus ; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, aud 
water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; 
and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 14th May, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Grear, midshipman of 
Her Majesty's sloop “ Star.” 

Adjudicated on the 30th May, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Barthen, Old British measurement, 164 tons ; new British measurement, 143 tons. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 138. 


Judgment in the case of the ‘ Vingador.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the thirtieth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfull 
constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation anknown, called 
the “ Vingador,” whereof Francisco da Cunha Sampaio was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, seized and liable to forfeiture, by Frederick Leopold Augustus Selwyn, 
Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Star.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition, duly exceuted, and referred to 
the affidavit of Frederick Grear, midshipman of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s sloop “Star,” 
heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ Vin- 
gador” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have 
been at the time of the seizure thereof equipped for, and engaged in, the Slave Trade, contrary to 
the provisions of an Act of Parliament passed in the third year of Her Majesty, cap. 73, and 
as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, Aedcondounlel the said brigantine or vessel, 
“ Vingador,” her tackle, apparcl, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
veasel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and the materials thereof publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in suck ease 


made and provided. 
(Signed) INO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 138. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “ Levin Lank.” 


SCHOONER “ Levin Lenk.” 

Master, Joseph Tuzo. 

Crew, found on board, 15 persons, all of whom were Portuguese, with the exception of ene 
who stated himself to be an Englishman. 

Displayed an American ensign, and had also. an English ensign om board. 

Detained on the 20th January, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 35'north, sad 
longitude 1° 07’ east, by Thomas Miller, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Ranger.” 

Had notches cut in the combings of the hatches, for the purpose of fitting grating oz open 
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hatches ; had on board several pairs of handcuffs, a larger quantity of water in casks than was 

Fequisite for the consumption of the crew of the vessel asa merchant-vessel ; an extraordinary number 

of water-casks ; a cooking apparatus very much larger than was requisite for the use of the crew of 

the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and an extraordinary quantity of fire-wood, considerably more than 

‘was necessary for the use of the crew. 

Arrived at St. Helena, on the 3rd May, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Tarraway, master’s 
smistant of Her Majesty's sloop “Ranger.” 
Adjudicated on the 30th May, 1850. 
Condemned as a vessel not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the dag of any state 
ar mation, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 
rcigss by papers, 93,7, tons ; old British measurement, 1614 tons ; new British measurement, 
115} tons. 
List of ship's papers :— 
: 1, Dated Baltimore, 17th November, 1848; register of the schooner “ Levin Lank,” 
James Sullivan of Baltimore, sole owner; Alexander T. Shankland, citizen of the 
United States, master. 

2. Dated Baltimore, 20th November, 1848 ; articles of agreement between the master and 
seamen for a voyage from Baltimore to Sirione, Liberia, and from thence to islands 
and rivers on the coast aforesaid, for the purpose of lawful trade and barter, and to 
act as droger for larger vessels in Africa, for a term not exceeding one year, and finally 
to return to a port of discharge in the United States of America. 

. Dated 20th November, 1848 ; manifest of the cargo laden at the port of Baltimore, on 
board the “Levin Lank,” Alexander Shanklin, master, bound for the port of Sinoe, 
Africa. 

4. Dated Baltimore, Baltimore and Gabon, 11th February, 1349 ; list of the crew of the 
“ Levin Lank,” with endorsements on the back stating her arrival at Gabon on the 
11th February, 1849, with a crew of 4 whites and 9 blacks, and that she sailed 
the same day for Accra. ‘: 

5. No date. Certificate from the Portuguese authorities at St, Thomé e Principe, that 
tonnage dues were paid. 

6. Dated 4th September, 1849. Certificate from Lieutenant Forbes, commanding Her 
Majesty’s sloop “ Bonetta,” that he had that day visited the purchased (ex American) 
schooner “Levin Lank,” Richard Euclid Tyrrel, master, and that she was, in his 
opinion, a legal trader. 

Dated Baltimore, 18th November, 1848 ; letter of attorney from James Sullivan, sole 
owner of the “Lecin Lank,” to Thomas Snow, of England, to sell the vessel. 

. Dated Benin River, May 4th, 1849 ; certificate from Thomas Snow that Richard Charles 
Herry, agent in the River Benin, had bought the “ Levin Lank,” with all iron boilers, 
staves, planks, bedding, and other apparatus. He, Snow, by virtue of the power of 
attorney, thereby handing over the “ Levin Lank” to Henry, having received value 
as per agreement. Signed and delivered in presence of Jos. Tuzo and Ed. Atkinson. 

Dated Accra, 17th January, 1850 ; permit from the Commandant to Tom and Thomas, 
natives of Accra, to proceed to Benin on board the American schooner “ Levin Lank,” 
Jos, Tuzo, master, in capacities of cook and steward. 

10. Dated Accra, 17th January, 1850 ; a similar permit to three natives to go as coopers. 

The above papers were found on board.) 
copy annexed. 


oe 


om; 


© 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 138. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Levin Lank.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the thirtieth day 
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against o certain schooner or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Levin Lank,” whereof Joseph Tuzo was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Thomas Miller, Esquire, Commander of Her 

. Majesty's sloop “ Ranger.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Richard Northey Tarraway, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty's 
sloop “Ranger,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “ Levin 
Lank” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have 
been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to 
the provisions of an Act of Parliament passed in the third ycar of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner 
or vessel, “ Levin Lank,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited 
to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demvlished, 
and tho materials thereof publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and 


provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 138. 
Certificate of the Master of the “ Levin Lank.” 


THIS is to certify that the fore-and-aft schooner “ Levin Lank,” is the property of Messrs 
Thomas Harrison and Co., of Liverpool, bought at Benin by their agents, Richard Charles Henry, 
in May 1849, from Thomas Snow; built at Baltimore in the year 1837. I, Joseph Tuzo, an English 
subject, was appointed to command her by Richard C. Henry, at Benin, on the 24th October, 1849, 
but in the employ of Messrs. Thomas Harrison and Co. 

Given under my hand, on board the said fore-and-aft schooner “Levin Lank,” this 20th 
January, 1850. : 

(Signed) JOSEPH TUZU. 


Messrs. Harrison and Co. is an English firm at Liverpool. 
JOS. TUZO. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 138. 
" Mr. Carrol to Her Majesty's Judge. 


Worshipful Sir, James Town, St. Helena, May 23, 1850. 


THE case of an American schooner called the “Zevin Lank,” of Baltimore, sent here for 
adjudication by Her Britannic Majesty's sloop “Ranger,” for being engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, Leing now before the Court, and the papers saat to establish her nationality having been 
lodged in the registry, I, as the commercial agent for the United States of America, consider it 
my duty 1cspectfully to state that this Court has no jurisdiction over such American property, and 
therefore cizim that the said vessel be released, and restored to the rightful owner, or if not, 
that your Worship will be pleased to stay proceedings in this case until the action of the United 
States’ Gov rnment shall be known on the subject. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JNO. W. CARROL, 
Commercial Agent of the United States of America for the 
Island of St. Helena. 





No. 139. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 28.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, June 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a Brazilian schooner, named the “ 3a Andorinha,” con- 
demned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 17th instant, for 
being engaged in the African Slave Trade. 

This vessel appears to have sailed from Bahia, in March last, on a voyage 
to Para, and was detained a month afterwards, on the west coast of Africa, fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, by Commander Beauchamp, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Hecla.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 139. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “3a Andorinha.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “3a Andorinka.” 

Master, Antonio Luiz de Carvalho. 

Owner, Policarpo Pereira da Silva. 

Crew, by crew-list, 23 persons: found on board, 25 persons. 

Detained on the 8th April, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 3° 45’ north, and 
longitude 4° 50’ cast, by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Hecla.” 

Had grating or open hatches ; spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; 2 boilers of 
an unusually large size, fitted to a large iron cooking apparatus ; an extraordinary quantity of 
farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew 
of the vessel, as a merchant-yessel ; and other slave equipments, 
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Arrived at St. Helena on the 30th May, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Chevallier, midshipman 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Hecla.” 
Adjudicated on the 17th June, 1850. 
Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 
Burthen, by papers, 188 tons; old British measurement, 214} tons ; new British measurement, 
228 tons. 
Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 
. Crew. list, for a voyage to Paré, dated Bahia, 7th March, 1850. 
2. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 9th March, 1850. 
8. Manifest, dated Bahia, 9th March, 1850. 
4. A passport given to Alexander Leite, a liberated African, dated Bahia, 9th March, 1850. 
5. Order to the commander of the fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage, dated 
Bahia, 9th March, 1850. 
6. Register, dated Bahia, 13th October, 1849. 
7. Passport, dated Bahia, 22nd November, 1849. 
8. Letter from the Administrators of Customs at Bahia to the Inspector of Customs at 
Para, dated 9th March, 1850, inclosing manifest, 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


_ 





Inclosure 2 in No. 139. 


Judgment in the case of the “ 8a Andorinha.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the seventeenth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “3a 
Andorinha,” whereof Autonio Luiz de Carvalho was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, 
Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Hecla.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Temple Corrie Chevallier, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Hecla,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, ‘ 3a 
Andorinha,” to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in carrying 
on the African Slave Trade, in contravention of a Covention between His late Majesty King George 
the Fourth and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave 
Trade, and contrary to the provisions of an Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, 
subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, ‘3a Andorinha,” her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 140. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 12.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, July 25, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of four vessels, named respectively the “ Bom Destino,” 
“* Sociedade,” ‘“‘ Santo Antonio Vencedor,” and “ Dous Amigos,” adjudicated in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony ; the ‘‘ Bom Destino”’ and “Sociedade” 
on the 15th, and the “ Santo Antonio Vencedor”’ and ‘‘ Dous Amigos’”’ on the 
18th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The ‘Bom Destino,” ‘‘ Santo Antonio Vencedor,’’ and ‘‘ Dous Amigos,” 
were Brazilian vessels, belonging to Bahia, detained by Commander Wodehouse, 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Phoenix.” The nation to which the ‘“ Sociedade” 
belonged, is unknown, although a Brazilian ensign was found on board. She 
was detained by the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
frigate “ Cyclops.” 


166 ST. HELENA. 


The “ Dous Amigos” and “ Santo Antonio Vencedor” had been destroyed 
by Commander Wodehouse, as unseaworthy. 

All these vessels being found on the coast of Africa, with slave equipment 
on board, were pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of 
seizure, and the “ Sociedade” and ‘‘ Bom Destino,” with such portions of the 
other two as were sent to St. Helena for adjudication, were condemned. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Bom Destino.” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Bom Destino.” 

Master, Feliz Jorge Dunham, Jun. 

Owner, José Mendez Barreto. 

Crew, by crew-list, 24 persons. 

Detained on the 2nd June, 1850, off Lagos, on the west coast of Africa, by George Wodehouse, 
Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phoenix.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of an unusually large size, an 
extraordinary quantity of Indian corn, farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was 
probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel, as a merchant-vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 30th June, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Hawkes, mate of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Phonix.” 

Adjudicated on the 15th July, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by papers, 197 tons; old British measurement, 234} tons; new British measurement, 
235 tons. 

Had on board the following papers ; viz. :— 

1, A sealed letter to the Administrator of Customs at the Azores from the Portuguese 
Consulate at Bahia. 
2. Bill of health, dated Bahia, 29th April, 1850. 
3. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 27th April 1850. 
4. Bill of health, dated Bahia, 29th April, 1850. 
5. Crew-list, dated 26th April, 1850. 
6. Certificate of clearance, dated 27th April, 1850. 
7. Manifest, dated 27th April, 1850. 
8. Post Office certificate that the vessel had no mail on board, dated Bahia, 29th April, 
1850. 
9. Passport for a voyage to the Azores, dated Bahia, 12th September, 1849. 
10. Register, dated Bahia, 11th September, 1849. 
11. Order to the Commandant of the fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage to 
the Azores, dated Bahia, 27th April, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 140. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Bom Destino.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday, the fifteenth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St, Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “ Bom Destino,” 
whereof Feliz Jorge Dunham, Junior, was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by George, Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phanix.” ; iv 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition, duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of Henry Hawkes, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's ateam-sloop “ Phanix,” 
and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of 
this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of [ier Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “‘ Bom Destino,” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between his late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 
Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary to 
the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her present Majesty 
Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect; and as such or otherwise, subject and 
liable to forteiture, and condemned the said brig or vessel, “ Bom Destino,” her tackle, apparel, and 
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furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as. forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
suceessors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel (not 
having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and 
that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





_Inclosure 3 in No. 140. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Sociedade.” 


BRIG “ Sociedade,” nation unknewn. 

Name of master unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Crew found on board, 24 persons. 

Detained on the 17th June, 1850, off Ambriz, on the west coast of Africa, by the Honourable 
George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “Cyclops.” 

ac iron bars fitted as grating or open hatehes, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave- 

deck, a boiler of an unusually large size, fitted to a large cooking apparatus, an extraordinary 
quantity of rice, farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the 
use of the crew of the vessel, as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 27th June, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Slaughter, midshipman 
of Her Majesty's steam-frigate “ Cyclops.” 

Adjudicated on the 15th July, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 164 tons; new British measurement, 169} tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 140. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Sociedade.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday, the fifteenth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully con- 
stitated and appointed ; 

Onr Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Sociedade,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to 
forfeiture, hy the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty's steam-frigate 
“ Cyclops. 

In pain of parties eited not appearing. Knipe retnrned monition, duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Charles John Slaughter, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-frigate 
“ Cyclops,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said attidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
belralf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Sociedade” (not 
being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, at the 
time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act 3 Vict. cap. 73, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned 
the said brigantine or vessel, “Sociedade,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 140. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “Santo Antonio Vencedar.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “Santo Antonio Wencedor.” 

Master, Joaquim Antonio Rebougas. 

Owner, D. Augusto Joaquim Carvalho Lopes Vian, 

Crew, by crew-list, 10 persons, including master. 

Detsined on the 15th May, 1850, off Porto Novo, on the west coast of Africa, by George 
Wedehoase, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Phanix.” 
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Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of an unusually large size, an 
extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed, and being found to be unfit to perform the voyage to Sierra Leone or Saint 
Helena, was entirely destroyed by fire. 

A portion of the jib-boom and the figuro-head were removed, and brought to Saint Helena for 
adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 18th July, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The portion of the jib-boom and the figure-head condenined and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen by register, 43 tons. 

Measurement by survey report :—Length, 62 feet 6 inches; breadth, 18 feet 6 inches; depth, 
9 feet 3 inches. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

. Register, dated Bahia, 7th February, 1849. 

. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 16th February, 1850. 

. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 22nd February, 1850. 

. Certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 22nd February, 1850. 

Post Office certificate, dated Bahia, 23rd February, 1850, that the vessel had no mail 
on board. 

6. Order to the Commandant of the Fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage to 

Para, dated Bahia, 23rd February, 1850. 

7. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 15th February, 1850, with indorsement, dated 23rd February, 

1850. 

8. Passport for a voyage from Bahia to Pernambuco, dated 9th February, 1849. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


ooh toe 





Inclosure 6 in No. 140. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Santo Antonio Vencedor.” 


Tn the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Thursday the eighteenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena, 
Jawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “Santo 
Antonio Vencedor,” whereof Joaquim Antonio Rebougas was master, her tackle, apparel and furni- 
ture, and the cargo laden therein, scized as liable to forfeiture, by George Wodehonse, Esquire, 
‘Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phenix.” 

In pain of parties cite not appearing, Gideon returned monition, duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Henry Hawkes, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phenix,” 
te oes Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of 
this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition. having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, ‘Santo 
Antonio Vencedor,” to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the 
African Slave Trade, in contravention of 2 Convention between His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
‘and contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned a portion of the jib-boom and the figure-head of and belonging 
to the said schooner or vessel, and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


‘made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosur 7 in No. 140. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “‘ Dous Amigos.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ Dous Amigos.” 
Master, Manoel Ferreira d'Azevedo. 
Owner, Domingos José Martins, 
Crew, by crew-list, 20 persons, including master. 
Detained on the 13th April, 1850, in latitude 5° 45’ north, and longitude 3° 0’ east, by George 
Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phoenix.” 
_ Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of an unusually large size, an 
extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 
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Was surveyed by order of Commander Wodehouse, and being found unfit to perform the voyage 
to Saint Helena, or any other Vice-Admiralty Court, was entirely destroyed by fire. 

The boiler of the vessel was removed, and brought to Saint Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 18th July, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The boiler condemned, and ordered to be sold. . 

Burthen by papers, 129 tons. 

Measurement by survey report.—Length, 110 feet; breadth, 24 feet 4 inches; depth of hold, 
12 feet 6 inches. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. A sealed letter from the Administrator of Customs at Bahia to the Inspector of Customs 
at Para. 
. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 16th February, 1850. 
. Register, dated Bahia, 16th February, 1850. 
. ‘Port-clearance, dated 16th February, 1850. 
. Passport for a voyage to Para, dated Bahia, 1850. 
Post Office certificate that the vessel had no mail on board, dated Bahia, 8th March, 
1850. 
Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 7th March, 1850. 
. Harbour-Master’s certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 8th March, 1850. 
. Custom-house certificate of clearance, dated Bahia, 8th March, 1850. 
. Order to the Commandant of the Fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage to 
Para, dated Bahia, 8th March, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 140. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Dous Amigos.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Towa, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Thursday the eighteenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
-William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brigantine or vessel called the “ Dous 
Amigos,” whereof Manoel Ferreira d’Azevedo was master, her tackle, apparel, and furnitare, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by George Wodehouse, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phanix.” : 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Henry Hawkes, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Phonix,” 
Temple Corrie Chevallier, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Hecla,” aud 
ets Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this 

ourt. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “‘ Dous 
Amigos,” to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African 
Slave Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth 
and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
cenenty Cases ictoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the boiler of and belonging to the said brigantine or vessel, 
and ac to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

Att Rather pronounced that the same should be publicly sold as in and by law in such 


case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar, 





No. 141. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received September 20.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, July 1, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a barque, named the “ Louiza,” detained by Commander 
Patey, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish,” off the coast of Africa, on the 9th 
of March last, and condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on 
the 24th ultimo, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

This vessel was sailing under American colours, and had a mixed crew of 
Portuguese, Brazilians, and Americans, but the master refused to produce his 
papers, or give any information relative to the name or nationality of the vessel. 
Under these circumstances, Commander Patey dispatched her to Ambriz, with 

Crass A. 
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the view of detaining her, until he could communicate with the senior officer in 
command of the American squadron. On the passage to Ambriz, the master 
stated to the prize officer that there were no ship’s papers on board, and that 
the vessel was engaged in the Slave Trade, and opened the hatches for his 
inspection. She was found to have a slave-deck laid, and the usual equipment 
belonging to slave-vessels. These facts being related to Commader Patey, he 
seized the vessel, and sent her to St. Helena for adjudication. She was con- 
demned, as a vessel not entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or 
nation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





’ Inclosure 1 in No. 141. 
Abstract of the case of the barque “ Louiza.” 


BARQUE “Louiza,” nation unknown. 

Master, Joseph Sonder. 

‘Without papers. 

Displayed an American ensign ; and @ Brazilian ensign was found on board. 

Crew, 24 persons (15 Brazilians and Portuguese, and 9 Americans). 

Detained on the 9th May, 1850, off Novo Redondo, on the west coast of Africa, by George 
Edwin Patey, Esq., Commander of Her Majesty's sloop “ Flying-Fish.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave deck ; # boiler of an unusually large size, in 
addition to a large cooking apparatus ; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and 
water, beyond = was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel 
and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at Saint Helena on the 3rd June, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Holme, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “ Flying Fish.” 

Adjudicated on the 25th June, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 269 tons ; new British measurement, 277 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 141. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Louiza.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday the twent 
fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipfal William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain ue or vessel, nation unknown, called the 
“ Louiza,” whereof Joseph Sonder was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by George Edwin Petey, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Majesty's sloop ‘‘ Flying-Fish.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavit of Edward Ferdinand Holme, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty's sloop 
“ Flying-Fish,” heretofore exbibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel, “ Louiza” 
se being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at 

e time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provi- 
sions of the Act of the 8rd of Victoria, cap. '73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said ue or vessel “ Louiza,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and ice ee laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

‘And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said barque or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty's service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials there of should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Sih ewe ‘No. 142. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 21.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, August 3, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the 
particulars of the case of a Brazilian schooner, named the “ Condor,” detained by 
Commander Forbes, of Her Majesty's sloop “ Philomel,” and condemned in the 
Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 25th ultimo, for being engaged in 
the African Slave Trade. 

By the papers with which the “Condor” was furnished, she appears to have 
left Paranagua in May last, ostensibly bound to Batavia, but was found in the 
following month, on the coast of Africa, in every respect equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 142. ‘ 


Abstract of the case of the schooner “Condor.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Condor.” 

Master, Luiz Antonio Ferreira Coelho. 

Owner, Antonio Fernandes Coelho. 

Crew, by crew-list, 19 persons, including master : found on board, 30 persons. 

Detained on the 24th June, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 02’ south, and 
deceit ioe 53! east, by Thomas George Forbes, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Philomel. 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck; an 
unusually large boiler, in addition toa large cooking apparatus; an extraordinary. quantity of 
farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew 
of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; and other slave equipments, 

Arrived at Saint Helena on the 9th July, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Townsend, master’s 
assistant of Her Majesty's sloop “ Philomel.” 

Adjudicated on the 25th July, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 236 tons; old British measurement, 213} tons; new British measure- 
ment, 285 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. 

1. Passport, dated Santos, 23rd November, 1849; last endorsement for a voyage to 
Batavia, dated at Paranagua, 16th May, 1850. 

2. Bill of health, dated Paranagua, 15th May, 1850. 

8. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 4th November, 1848, with endorsement, dated Santos, 
23rd November, 1849. 

4. Manifest, dated Paranagua, 16th May, 1850. 

5. Port-clearance, dated Paranagua, 15th May, 1850. 

6. Crew-list, dated Paranagua, 15th May, 1850, for a voyage from Paranagua to 


Batavia. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 142. 


Judgment in the case of the “Condor.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the twenty- 
fifth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wild, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
St. Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the ‘“ Condor,” 
whercot Luiz Antonio Ferreira Coelho was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Thomas George Forbes, Esquire, Commander 
of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Philomel.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Frederick Townsend, master’s assistant of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s sloop 
* Philomel,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in 
the Registry of this Court. 

Z2 
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The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “ Condor,” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth, and the 
Emperor of Brazil, for the Regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary 
to the provision of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of Her present Majesty Queen 
Victoria, to carry the said convention into effect, and as such or otherwise subject or liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, “‘Condor,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly. 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service), should be broken up and entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 


law in such case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 143. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 24.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, July 11, 1850. 


I HAVE the ‘honour to forward to your Lordship abstracts of the 
particulars of the cases of two vessels condemned respectively in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court of this colony, on the Ist and 3rd instant, for being engaged in 
the Slave Trade. 

One of these vessels was a Brazilian schooner, named the “ Nove 
Andorinha,” which appeared to have sailed from Bahia in April last, ostensibly 
bound to Rio Grande do Sul; but was detained on the 9th May, off the coast of 
Africa, with a complete slave equipment, by Commander Beauchamp, of Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop ‘“ Hecla.” 

The other was a schooner, sailing without either papers or colours, and 
manned by foreigners, detained by Commander Patey, of Her Majesty’s sloop 
‘ Flying-Fish,” with 182 slaves on board: the vessel being in an unseaworthy 
condition, was destroyed, and the slaves were brought to St. Helena, in the 
« Flying-Fish,” of whom 174 survived to the day of adjudication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 143. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “Nova Andorinha.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Nova Andorinha.” 

Master, Innocencio José de Guimaraes Bastos. 

Owner, Policarpo Pereira da Silva. 

Crew, by crew-list, 20 persons, including master: found on board, 23 persons. 

Detained on the 9th May, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 4° 38’ north, and 
longitude 4° 23/ east, by Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam 
sloop “ Hecla.” 

Had grating, or open hatches, spare plank laid down as a slave-deck, a large number of 
shackles, bolts, and handcuffs, an extraordinary quantity of water, farinha, rice, beans, and jerked 
beef, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant- 
vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at Saint Helena on the 14th June, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Goss, master’s 
assistant of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Hecla.” 

Adjudicated on the Ist July, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by papers, 137 tons; old British measurement, 1763 tons; new British measurement, 
156 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Passport for a voyage to Para, dated Bahia, 22nd December, 1849. 
2. Crew-list for a voyage to Rio Grande do Sul, dated Bahia, 30th March, 1850. 
8. .A letter from the Administrator of Customs at Bahia, dated 3rd April, 1850, to the 
Inspector of Customs at Rio Grande do Sul, inclosing manifest. 
4. Manifest, dated Bahia, 2nd April, 1850. 
5. Register, dated Bahia, 22nd December, 1849. 
6. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 2nd April, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Nova Andorinha.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the first day of 
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully 
constituted and appeinted ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “ Nova 
Andorinha,” whereof Innocencio Jozé de Guimaraes Bastos was master, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop- 
“ Hecla,” Edward Halhed Beauchamp, Commander. 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of William Bond, ordinary seaman of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Hecla,” Edwin Goss, master’s assistant of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s said steam-sloop, and 
Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of 
this Court. 

' The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, ‘ Nova 
Andorinha,” to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the 
African Slave Trade, in contravention of a convention, between His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth, and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
and contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, to carry the said convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, “ Nova Andorinha,” her tackle, apparel, 
and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs 
and successors, accordingly; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 


law in such case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 143. 
Abstract of the case of a Schooner, name unknown. 


SCHOONER, name, and nation unknown. 

Master, Jozé de Souza. 

Crew found on board, 9 persons (all foreigners). 

Without papers or colours. 

Detained on the 3lst May, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 04! south, and 
longitude 13° C2’ east, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Flying-Fish.” 

- Had on board 101 male and 81 female negroes, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
‘rade. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Patey, and being found to be leaky, and unfit for a sea 
voyage, was set on fire, and totally destroyed. 

‘The negroes were removed to Her Majesty’s sloop “Flying-Fish,” and brought to Saint 
Helena. Six male and 1 female negroes died on the passage. 

Adjudicated on the 31st July, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The billet-head, tiller-head, and rudder-head, which were brought to St. Helena, condemned, 
and ordered to be sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of’ adjudication (94 males and 80 females) condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement, by survey report, extreme length, 50 feet; extreme breadth, 14 feet; depth of 
hold, 7 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 143. 
Judgment in the case of a Schooner, name unknown, 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Wednesday, the 3rd day 
of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully con- 
stituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, against a certain schooner or vessel, name and nation un- 
known, whereof Jozé de Souza was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture; and also against 
101 male slaves and 81 female slaves, seized as liable to forfeiture by George Edwin Patey, 
Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish.” 
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In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’g sloop “ Flying 
Fish,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as ‘conned on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, name 
unknown, not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation, to have 
been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed 
in the illegal transport of negroes or others for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the billet-head, the tiller-head, and the rudder-head, of 
and belonging to the said schooner or vessel, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors; and further pronounced that the same should be sold, as 
in and by law in such case made and provided. 

And also further pronounced the 101 male and 81 female slavesf ound on board of the said 
schooner or vessel, at the time of the seizure thereof, to have been, by virtue of the said statute or 
statutes in such case made and provided, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condem- 
nation, and condemned the 94 male slaves and 80 female slaves, part of the same surviving at the 
time of the adjudication thereof, as forfeited to the sole use of our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her 


heirs and successors, accordingly. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 144. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Eddisbury. 


My Lord, Admiralty, September 24, 1850. 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send 
to you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a return of vessels 
adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, for having been engaged 
in the Slave Trade, during the half-year ending the 30th of June last. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 
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No. 145. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 25.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, August 14, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, abstracts of the 
particulars of the cases of two vessels, named the “ Volusia” and ‘‘Constellacion,” 
condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court. of this colony, on the 5th instant, and 
of a third, named the “ Vingador,” on the 8th instant, for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. ; 

The “ Volusia” was a brigantine, seized by Commander Cumming, of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler,” off the River Congo, on the 2nd day of July; 
she was sailing under American colours, and had ‘ Volusia of Baltimore” 
painted on her stern; her crew consisted of 25 persons, 8 of whom appeared to 
be Americans, and the remainder Brazilians or Portuguese, and her equipment 
was such as is usual in vessels engaged in the transport of slaves. Five papers 
were found on hoard, four of which related to a vessel called the ‘‘ Margaret 
Hopping,” which had sailed apparently from New York, in December 1849, on 
a voyage to California, and only one, the crew-list, to the “Volusia;” under 
these circumstances, I did not think the vessel entitled to the protection of any 
flag, and decreed condemnation accordingly. 

The ‘‘ Constellacion,” a barque, and ‘‘ Vingador,” a brigantine, were seized 
by Commander Patey of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“ Flying Fish,” on the west coast 
of Africa, under similar circumstances. Each of them bad a Brazilian ensign on 
board, but was without papers: the crew of each was compesed of Portuguese, or 
persons speaking the Portuguese language, and their equipment was such as is 
usually found on board vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure | in No. 145. 


Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Volusia.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Volusia,” nation unknown. 

Master, John W. Disney. 

Displayed an American ensign. 

Crew, 25 persons (17 foreigners and 8 Americans). 

Detained on the 2nd July, 1850, off the River Congo, on the west coast of Africa, by Com- 
mander Cumming, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers of an unusually large size, in 
addition to a large cooking apparatus, a quantity of bricks and mortar such as are used for building 
furnaces or fireplaces, upon which boilers are fixed, in vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, an 
extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 


Arrived at St. Helena on the 19th July, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Dawkins, of 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler.” 


Adjudicated on the 5th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 1694 tons; new British measurement, 131 tons. 
Had on board the following papers, viz. : 

1. Article of agreement, made the 19th December, 1849, between Elisha Ruckman, 
owner of the schooner “ Margaret Hopping,” of New York, and the officers and 
crew of said vessel, for a voyage to San Francisco, California. 

2. Certificate from the United States’ Consulate at Rio de Janeiro, dated 1st March 
1850, that he had delivered up the register of the schooner “ Margaret Hopping,” of 
New York, to Peter Smith, master, cleared for California. 

3. Crew-list of the American schooner “ Margaret Hopping,” consisting of 8 men; 
master, Peter Smith, and chief mate, John W. Disney, for a voyage to California, 
dated Rio de Janciro, lst March, 1850. 

4. Port-clearance of the American schooner “ Margaret Hopping,” dated Rio de Janeiro, 
Ist March, 1850. 

6. Crew-list of the brig “ Volusia,” John W. Disney, master, dated Rio de Janeiro, 4th 
May, 1850, countersigned by the Acting Consul of the United States of America.— 
(This paper was in a mutilated state.) 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 145. 


Judgment in the case of the “Volusia.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the fifth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Volusia,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to 
forfeiture, by Arthur Cumming, Esquire, commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Richard Dawkins, Second Lieutenant of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Rattler,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ Volusia” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, “ Volusia,” her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 


law in such case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Incsloure 3 in No. 145. 


Abstract of the case of the barque “Constellacion.” 


BARQUE “ Constellacion.” 

Nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

Crew, 15 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 8rd July, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 40’ south, and 
longitude 15° 25’ east, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Flying-Fish.” : 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare planks fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers 
of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, rice, beans, jerked beef, and water, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 21st July, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Hopkins, mate of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish.” 

Adjudicated on the 5th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 1913 tons; new British measurement, 188} tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 145. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Constellacion.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the 5th day of 
August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain barque or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Constellacion,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable 
to forfeiture, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Ler Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Edward Barnard Hopkius, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop “Flying 
Fish,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said aflidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said barque or vessel, “Constellacion” 
(uot being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, at the 
time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave ‘Trade, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
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and condemned the said barque or vessel, ‘Constellacion,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly; ; 

: And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold; and that the said barque or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished ; 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 


case made and provided. 
, : (Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 145. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “Vingador.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Vingador,” nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign. 

Crew, found on board, 14 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 10th July, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 30’ south, and 
longitude 13° 30’ east, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Flying-Fish,” Her Majesty’s brigantine “Spy” being in company at the time of seizure. 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a boiler of 
an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was probably requisite for the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

Arrived at Saint Helena on the 23rd July, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Norie, midshipman . 
of Her Majesty’s brigantine “ Spy.” 

Adjudicated on the 8th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 132 tons; new British measurement, 102: tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 145. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Vingador.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday, the eighth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “ Vingador,” ber tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to 
forfeiture, by George Edwin Patey, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish,” 
Her Majesty’s brigantine “Spy,” George Western, Esquire, Lieutenant in command, being in 
company. 

pee of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the atfidavit of Alexander Dickson Norie, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s 
brigantine “ Spy,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, ‘‘ Vingador” 
(not being justly entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at the 
time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, “ Vingador,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up, and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 
Jaw in such case made and provided. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 146. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 25.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, August 22, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a Brazilian brigantine, named the “ Esmeralda,’ detained 
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by Commander Cumming, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Rattler,” and com- 
demned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony on the 12th instant, for 
being engaged in the African Slave Trade. 

This vessel appears to have left Santos in February last, bound for the Cape 
of Good Hope, and to have put into Mangaratiba from stress of weather, whence 
she sailed on or about the Ist of June, for her former destination, but was found 
on the 7th July, off the west coast of Africa, completely equipped for the 
transport of slaves. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 146. 


Abstract of the case of the brigantine “Esmeralda.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ Esmeralda.” 

Master, André Antonio da Fonseca. 

Owner, Joaquim Luiz d’Avila. 

Crew, by crew-list, 22 persons, including master; found on board, 34 persons. 

Detained on the 7th July, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 28’ south, and 
longitude 10° 31’ east, by Arthur Cumming, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Rattler.” 

Had holes bored in the combings of the hatchways, fitted with iron bars, to form open or 
grating hatches, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers of an unusually large 
size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, salted meat, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel, and other slave equipments. 
Pr Arrived at St. Helena on the 25th July, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Nelson, midshipman 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler.” 

Adjudicated on the 12th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 245 tons; old British measurement, 289 tons; new British measure- 
ment, 2354 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. : 

1. Passport of the Brazilian brigantine “ Esmeralda,” for a voyage from Santos to the 
Cape of Good Hope, dated Santos, Ist February, 1850. 

2. Protest, dated Mangaratiba, 19th April, 1850, made by the master and crew of the 
“ Esmeralda,” upon being obliged to put into that port in consequence of bad 
weather. 

3. Manifest, dated Mangaratiba, 31st May, 1850. 

4. Crew-list, dated Santos, 1st February, 1850, with another on the back, dated Manga- 
ratiba, 3lst May, 1850. 

5. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 27th January, 1849. 

6. Certificate of examination of the master and crew before the Notary Public, at Man- 
garatiba, dated 23rd April, 1850, relative to the bad weather which obliged them to 
put into that port. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 146. 
Judgment in the case of the “Esmeralda.” 


In the Vice- Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the twelfth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brigantine or vessel called the 
“ Esmeralda,” whereof André Antonio da Fonseca was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, scized as liable to forfeiture, by Arthur Cumming, Esquire, Commander 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly exeented, and referred 
to the affidavit of Charles Gudgeon Nelson, midshipman of, and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Rattler,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Wer Majesty, by interlocuiory deerce, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, 
“Esmeralda,” to have been at the time of the seizure thercof, equipped for, and engaged in the 
African Slave Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth and the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave 
Trade; and contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the 
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reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, 
or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, 
“ Esmeralda,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service), should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts as in and by 


law in such case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 147. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 30.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, August 29, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par-. 
ticulars of the cases of a Brazilian ship named the “ Campeadora,” and two brigs, 
not entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or nation, adjudicated in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony on the 19th instant, for being engaged 
in the Slave Trade; they were seized at anchor in the Paranagua River, on the 
south-east coast of America, by Commander Schomberg, of Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “Cormorant,” on the 29th of June last. All of them were equipped for 
the transport of slaves, and among the papers found on board the “ Campeadora,” 
was a letter, sufficiently significative, not only of the employment of the vessel, 
but of the estimated value at which slaves could be purchased at the place to 
which the vessel was destined; it is a letter from one Antonio Manoel Perreira 
at Rio de Janeiro, addressed to Francisco Jozé da Assengao, requesting him to 
obtain in exchange for a second-hand apparel, two negro boys of from ten to 
twelve years of age. 

On the return of Commander Schomberg from this expedition with the 
“ Campeadora” in tow, the “Cormorant” was fired at from the forts on the shore, 
by which one man was killed and two were wounded. 

; The brigs were destroyed by the orders of Commander Schomberg, the 
“‘ Campeadora” only being sent to St. Helena. This vessel was condemned, and 
the other two were pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of 
seizure. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 147. 
Abstract of the case of the ship “‘Campeadora.” 


BRAZILIAN ship “ Campeadora.” 

Master, Manoel Antonio Guimaraes. 

Crew, found on board, 35 persons (all foreigners). 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

The words “ Lucy Ann of Greenport” were painted on her bows. 

Detained on the 29th June, 1850, whilst at anchor off the Island of Cotinga, in the 
Paranagua River, off the south-east coast of America, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘ Cormorant.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a number of shackles and bolts, a 
cooking apparatus considerably larger than was necessary for the use of the crew of the vessel as a 
merchant vessel, an extraordinary quantity of fire-wood in billets, and a large quantity of water, 
more than was requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a mercl:ant-vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 31st July, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Carnegie, mate of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Cormorant.” 

Adjudicated on the 19th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by papers, not shewn; by old British measurement 259 tons; by new British 
measurement 365} tons. 

Had on board the following papers. :— 

1, A letter from Antonio Manoel Pereira, dated Rio de Janeiro, 6th June, 1850, to 
Francisco Jozé da Assengio, sending him a second-hand apparel to dispose of 
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at his port of destination, and requesting him to bring him for the proceeds, 2 negro 
boys, from 10 to 12 years of age. 

2. A private letter, dated Bahia, 22nd April, 1850. 

8. A Custom-house permit, dated Rio de Janeiro, 16th May, 1850, to embark 1 ,500 
billets of wood, on board the national ship “ Campeadora.” 

4. A certificate that Raimundo Antonio Henrique, is serving as a soldier in the National 
Guards at Rio de Janeiro. 

5. Custom-house permit, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 11th February, 1850, to embark rope 
and twine, on board the “ Campeadora.” 

6. Custom-house permit, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 27th May, 1850, to embark sails on 
board the “ Campeadora.” ; 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 


Judgment in the case of the “‘Campeadora.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the nineteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian ship or vessel called the “ Campeadora,” 
whereof Manoel Antonio Guimaraes was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
Jaden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of John Carnegie, mate of and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam- -sloop “Cormorant,” 
and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry 
of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said ship or vessel, “ Campeadora,” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and 
the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of the reign of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, 
subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said ship or vessel, ‘ Campeadora,” her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the cargu laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said ship or vessel 
{not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 147. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Leonidas.” 


BRIG “ Leonidas,” nation unknown. 

Master, Giovanni Baptista Rossi. 

Crew found on board, foreigners, number not known. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

Detained on the 29th June, 1850, whilst at anchor off the Island of Cotinga, in the Para- 
nagua Riv er, on the south-east coast of America, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Majesty’s stcam-sloop “ Cormorant.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a larger 
quantity of water than was necessary for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, an 
extraordinary number of water-casks, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Schomberg, and being found unfit to make the voyaze 
to St. elena, was set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The billet-head of the vessel was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 19th August, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The billet-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length, 112 feet 9 inches, mean breadth, 24 feet 4 inches, depth of hold, 16 
fect 11 inches, 


(Signed) JNO. N, FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 147. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Leonidas.” 


In the Vice- Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 

AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the nineteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred snd fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel (nation unknown) called the 
“ Leonidas,” whereof Giovanni Baptista Rossi was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “‘ Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of John Carnegie, mate of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Cormorant,” 
heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Leonidas” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the billet-head of and belonging to the said brig or vessel, and brought 
to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 147. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Serea.” 


BRIG “ Serea,” nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers or colours. 

Detained on the 29th June, 1850, whilst at anchor off the Island of Cotinga, in the 
Paranagua River, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commancer of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
Cormorant.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, a larger 
quantity of water than was necessary for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, 
extraordinary large sized water-casks, greater in number than was requisite for the use of the 
vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Schomberg, and being found unfit to make the voyage 
to St. Helena, was set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The billet-head of the vessel was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 19th August, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The billet-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Mecasurement.—Length, 112 feet 4 inches; breadth, 24 feet; depth, 14 feet 5 inches. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 147. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Serea.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 

AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the nineteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel (nation unknown) called the 
“ Serea,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to 
forfeiture, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly exccuted, and referred 
to the affidavit of Edward Crafer Smyth, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Cormorant,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion ss counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Serea” (not 
being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at the 
time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions 
of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture, 
and condemned the billet-head of and belonging to the said brig or vessel, and brought to St. 
Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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No. 148. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 4.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, September 5, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the par- 
ticulars of the cases of two vessels, named the “Rival” and “ Hsperanca,” 
respectively adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 22nd 
and 28th ultimo, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The “ Rival” was detained on the coast of Brazil by Commander Schomberg, 
of the “Cormorant,” and by that officer destroyed, the requirements of the 
service not affording him an opportunity of getting her off a bar on which she 
had grounded. The boarding of this vessel had not been effected without 
resistance, musket-shots were fired from the shore, and the boat in which was 
the boarding ofticer, Lieutenant Luckraft, was sunk by iron ballast thrown from 
the vessel. Her equipment was complete for the transport of slaves. Her 
crew consisted of thirty persons, and her colours were Brazilian. The only 
papers found on board were a list of the crew and five letters, the last of which 
is from one Elizario da Silva to Joaquim Netto, ordering him to proceed on his 
voyage, “he already knows where to.” Being without register, passport, 
clearance, manifest, or other official document, she was treated as a vessel not 
entitled to the protection of any flag, pronounced to have been engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and some trifling articles, sent for adjudication, condemned. 

The “ Esperanca” was detained on the coast of Africa by Captain Buckle, of 
Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “Centaur,” with 687 slaves on board. This vessel 
was sailing under Brazilian colours, but had no papers. Her crew consisted of 
thirty persons, speaking the Portuguese language. Of the 687 unfortunate 
beings found on board this brig, 135 died in the short period of eleven days. on 
their passage to St. Helena, and 71 more previously to adjudication. The 
remaining 481 were condemned to Her Majesty. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 148. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “Rival.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Rival,” nation unknown. 
Master, Joaquim Netto. 
Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 
Crew, 30 persons (foreigners). 
Detained on the 26th June, 1850, whilst at anchor off Cape Frio, on the south-east coast of 
America, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘* Cormorant.” 
Had hatches with open gratings; spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; a boiler of 
an unusually large size, in addition to a large cooking apparatus ; a large number of wooden spoons ; 
an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; and other slave equipments. 
Was set on fire and destroyed by Commander Schomberg; the said brigantine being aground 
on a bar at the time of seizure. 
A boat’s davit, 3 tins, and 6 wooden spoons, were removed and brought to St. Helena, for 
adjudication. 
Adjudicated on the 22nd August, 1850. 
Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 
The boat’s davit, tins, and wooden spoons, condemned, and ordered to be sold. 
Burthen, not calculated. 
Measurement.—Length 108 feet; breadth 25 feet; depth 16 feet 6 inches. 
The following papers were found on board, viz. :— 
. List of persons, 17 in number, entered on board the schooner “ Rival.” 
. A letter to the boatswain, dated 12th June, 1850, to receive on board a person in the 
capacity of cabin boy. 
. A private letter to Joaquim Netto, sending him refreshments, &c. 
. A letter from Luiz N. Tomasini, dated Rio de Janeiro, 4th June, 1850, to Joaquim 
Necto, at Cape Frio, relative to sailors, rope, &c., for the schooner. 
. Aletter from Luiz N. Tomasini, dated Rio de Janciro, 25th May, 1850, sending 
sailors, &c. 
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6. A letter from Joze Elizario da Silva to Joaquim Netto, dated Cape Frio, 30th May, 
1850, ordering him to proceed on his voyage without delay, he already knows 
where to. 

The crew of this vessel endeavoured to prevent her being boarded, by throwing several 
pigs of iron ballast into the boat of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Cormorant,” by which the boat 
was sunk ; and musket shots also were, at the same time, fired at the boat from the shore. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 148. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Rival.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the twenty- 
second day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary ot the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
St. Helena, lawfully constituded and appointed; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel (nation unknown), 
called the “ Rival,” whereof Joaquim Netto was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of John Carnegie, mate of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Cormorant,” 
Thomas Saunders, able seaman of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s said steam-sloop, and Peter 
Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this 
Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said petition read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ /ival” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been 
at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the boat’s davit, three tins, and six wooden spoons of, and belonging to, 
the said brigantine or vessel, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovercign Lady the 
Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such 
ease made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 148. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “Esperanga.” 


BRIG “ Esperanga;” nation unknown. 

Master, Joaquim Marques. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign hoisted. 

Crew, found on board, 30 persons. 3 

Detained on the 2nd August, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 4° 50 south, and 
longitude 13° 0! east, by Claude Henry Mason Buckle, Esq., Captain of Her Majesty’s stcam- 
frigate ‘‘ Centaur.” 

Had on board 582 male and 105 female slaves, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 13th August, 1850, with 461 surviving male and 99 female 
negroes, under the charge of Lieutenant Pike, of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “Centaur.” 

Adjudicated on the 28th August, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of adjudication (389 males and 92 females) condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

: Burthen, old British measurement, 2051 tons; new British measurement, 2044. 
(Signed) JNO. N, FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 148. 


Judgment in the case of the Esperanca.” 
In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Wednesday, the twenty- 
eighth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel (nation unknown) called the 
“ Esperanga,” whereof Joaquim Marques was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also 
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against five hundred and eighty-two male slaves, and one hundred and five female slaves, seized as 
liable to forfeiture, by Claude Henry Mason Buckle, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam- 
frigate “Centaur.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of John William Pike, additional Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s 
steam-frigate “Centaur,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Esperanga” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the 
illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to 
the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise, subject and 
liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brig or vessel, “Esperanga,” her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Mojesty’s 
service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided; 

And also further pronounced the five hundred and eighty-two male slaves, and one hundred 
and five female slaves found on board of the said brig or vessel at the time of the seizure thereof, 
to have been by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, or otherwise, 
subject and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the three hundred and eighty-nine male slaves, and 
ninety-two female slaves, part of the same, surviving at the time of adjudication, to the sole use of 
our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 149. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 16.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, September 12, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of three schooners, respectively named the “Conceigéo,” the 
“ Julia,” and the “ Malteza,” taken off the coast of Brazil by Lieutenant Bailey, 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Sharpshooter,” and adjudicated in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court of this colony; the “Conceigao” and “Julia’’ on the 29th ultimo, 
and the “ Malteza” on the 2nd instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

The “ Malteza”’ had been destroyed by the captor as unseaworthy. This 
vessel and the “ Conceigao” were Brazilian vessels belonging to Rio de Janeiro, 
equipped for the transport of slaves. The nation to which the “ Julia” belonged 
is unknown, the master having quitted the vessel with the papers previously to 
her being boarded. This schooner, in addition to the usual equipment of vessels 
engaged in the Slave Trade, was armed with two large iron guns and twenty 
rifles, and large quantities of grape, cannister, and round-shot. The two whole 
vessels, with some portions of the one that had been destroyed, were respectively 
condemned to Her Majesty. 

I have, &c., 
. (Signed) W. WILDE, © 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure | in No. 149. 


Abstract of the case of the schooner ‘ Conceicio.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Conceigao,” 

Master, José Pinto Netto. 

Owners, D. Maria Candido de Oliveira Barroso and Domingos Gomes Barroso. 

Crew, by crew-list, 7 persons; found on board 8 persons. 

Detained on the 20th June, 1850, off Cape Frio, on the south-east coast of America, by John 
Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Had large open hatches, an extraordinary number of water-casks, so arranged and placed with 
billets of wood as to form a platform, answering the purpose of a slave-desk, a large number of iron 
bars and shackles, an extraordinary large cooking apparatus, a larger quantity of water and jerked 
beef than was necessary for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other slave 
equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 13th August, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Tuson, midshipman 
of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Adjudicated on the 29th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 106 tons; old British measurement, 81} tons; new British measure- 
ment, 93}. 


ST. HELENA. 189 - 


Had on board the following papers, viz.:— 

1. A letter from the Administrator of Customs at Rio de Janciro to the Administrator of 
Customs at Campos, inclosing manifest, dated 15th June, 1850. 

2. Crew-list, dated Rio de Janeiro, 8th June, 1850. 

3. Port-clearance, dated Rio de Janeiro, 14th June, 1850 

4. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 17th August, 1837. 

5. Custom-House certificate that the vessel had manifested and discharged her cargo from 
Campos, dated Rio de Janeiro, 12th June, 1850. 

6. Passport for a voyage to Campos, dated Rio de Janeiro, 14th December, 1849; last 
endorsement dated 15th June, 1850, for a voyage to the same place. 

7. Manifest, dated Rio de Janeiro, 15th June, 1850. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 149. 


Judgment in the case of the “Conceigao. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the twenty- 
ninth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “Cunceigiéio,” 
whereof José Pinto Netto was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo Iaden 
therein, seized as liable to forfeiture, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of James Tuson, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
‘ Sharpshooter,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “‘Conceigao,” 
to have been at the time of seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the African Slave Trade, 
in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 
Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, ‘ Conceigéo,” her tackle, apparel, and furni- 
ture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 149. 


Abstract of the case of the schooner “Julia.” 


SCHOONER “Julia,” nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers or colours. 

Crew, found on board, 8 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 11th July, 1850, off the south-east const of America, in latitude 21° 12’ south, 
and longitude 40° 28’ west, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Previously to detention a boat was seen to leave the vessel, which the crew stated the master 
to have gone in, taking with him the ship’s papers and colours. : 

Had hatches with open gratings, an extraordinary number of water-casks, so arranged and 
covered with sand as to form a platform for a second or slave-deck, a larger quantity of water, and 
a greater number of mess-tins than were requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel asa 
merchant vessel. 

Was armed with 2 large iron guns mounted, and 20 rifles, and had a large quantity of grape 
and cannister ammunition, ball cartridges, gunpowder, and round shot. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 13th August, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Campbell, mid- 
shipman of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Adjudicated on the 29th August, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 1564 tons; new British measurement, 138 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 149. 
Judgment in the case of the “Julia.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the twenty- 
ninth day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel (nation unknown) called 
the “Julia,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to 
forfeiture, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of John Campbell, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Sharpshooter,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “Julia” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation) to have been, at 
the time of the scizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, “ Julia,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 149. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “ Malteza.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Malteza.” 

Master, Antonio Joaquim d’ Azevedo. 

Owner, Maria Francisca de Monte Belle. 

Crew, found on board, 9 persons. 

Detained on the 18th June, 1850, off the south-east coast of America, in latitude 23° 03’ south, 
and longitude 42° 50° west, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “Sharpshooter.” 

Had a large hatch, with open gratings, carlines fitted to the sides, about 4 feet from the upper 
deck, for laying a second or slave-deck, 2 boilers of an unusually large size, fixed to a large cooking 
apparatus, an extraordinary quantity of water in casks, farinha, beans, salted fish, and jerked beef, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Licutenant Bailey, and being found in a defective and decayed 
state, was sct on fire and totally destroyed. ‘ 

The lid of a boiler, a Brazilian ensign, a Portuguese ensign, part of the galley, and the figure- 
head of the vessel, were removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 2nd September, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The lid of the boiler and other articles brought to St. Helena, condemned and ordered to be 
sold. 

Burthen, by register, 83 tons. 

Admeasurement.—Length, 80 feet ; depth, 10 feet ; breadth, 20 feet. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

. Passport for a voyage to Cape Frio, dated Rio de Janciro, 15th June, 1850. 

. Port-clearance, dated 15th June, 1850. 

Custom-house permit, dated 15th June, 1850, to embark casks and flour. 

. Register, dated Rio de Janeiro, 16th March, 1838. 

. Letter from the Administrator of Customs at Rio de Janeiro, dated 15th June, 1850, 
to the Administrator of Customs at Cape Frio, enclosing manifest. 

. Manifest, dated 15th June, 1850. 

. A private letter inclosing an account current. 

. The account current. 


AL,wroo 


DrAID 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 149. 
Judgment in the case of the “Malteza.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT’ a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the second day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Adimiralty Court of St. Helena, law- 
fully constituted and appointed ; 
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Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “ Malteza,” 
whereof Antonio Joaquim d’ Azevedo was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo 
laden therein, seized as Yiable to forfeiture by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant 
commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of William White, captain of the maintop of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “Sharpshooter,” James Tuson, midshipman of and belonging to Her Majesty’s said sloop, 
and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofure exhibited, and remaining in the Registry 
of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “Malteza,” 
to have been at the time of the scizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and 
the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the figure-head, lid of a boiler, a Brazilian ensign, a 
Portuguese ensign, and part of the galley of und belonging to the said schooner or vessel, and 
brought to St. Helena, as forfvited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
— 
No. 150. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 18.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, September 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of two vessels, named the “ Astro” and “ Anna,” adjudicated 
in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, the former on the 5th, and the latter 
on the 9th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

In my despatch to your Lordship of the 28th ultimo, I had the honour to 
inclose the particulars of the cases of three vessels detained in the Paranagua 
River, on the coast of Brazil, by Commander Schomberg, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “Cormorant.” The “ Astro” was seen at the same time landing goods at 
some storehouses which are used for the purpose of the equipment of vessels. 
engaged in the Slave Trade, but the boats of the “Cormorant ” were so much 
occupied by the examination and detention of the three vessels seized on that 
occasion, that Commander Schomberg was obliged to postpone the examination 
of the “ Astro” till the following morning, when, on proceeding at daylight to 
visit the vessel, he found that she had been sunk during the night, the masts 
only being visible above water. Under these circumstances he measured the 
distance between the masts for the purpose of ascertaining her dimensions, 
removed one of the cross-trees and a fid, which he sent to St. Helena for adjudi- 
cation, and destroyed the vessel. I thought that the transactions of the previous 
day, coupled with the sinking of the vessel, and the circumstance of the other 
three being all of them equipped for the Slave Trade, left no doubt of the 
illegal employment of the “ Astro ;” and as I considered the seizure of the other 
vessels and the seizure of the “Astro” to be one operation, interrupted only by 
night, I decreed condemnation of the cross-tree and fid. 

The “ Anna” was a Brazilian brig belonging to Victoria, in the Province of 
Espirito Santo, seized on the 14th August, after a seventeen-hours’ chase, on the 
coast of Africa, by Commander Quin, of Her Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch,” with 
the usual equipment of vessels engaged in the transport of slaves, and a crew of 
twenty-one persons on board. During the chase several heavy articles were 
observed to be thrown from the brig, and large guns were fired at the boats of 
the “ Waterwitch,” which had been sent in pursuit while the wind was light. 
This vessel was condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold in separate 
es T have, &c. 

(Signed) W. WILDE, | 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 150. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ Astro.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Astro,” nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Was seen, with three other vesscls, on the 29th June 1850, by Commander Schomberg, of 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Cormorant,” off the Island of Cotinga, in the Paranagua River, at 
eae close to and communicating with large store-houses for fitting out vessels for the Slave 
Trade, 

The other 3 vessels were seized by Commander Schomberg on that day, and found to be 
equipped for, and have since been condemned as vessels engaged in, the Slave Trade. 

‘Tie examination of this vessel was postponed till the following morning, when she was found 
to have been sunk during the night; the masts only being visible above water. Commander 
Schomberg removed a cross-tree and fid, and destroyed the vessel. 

The masters of the other vessels informed Commander Schomberg, that the said brigantine 
was named the “ Astro,” and that she was fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

Adjudicated on the Sth September, 1850. 

The vessel pronounced to have been engaged in the Slave Trade, and liable to forfeiture, on 
the 29th June, 1850. 

The cross-tree and fid seized on the 30th June, condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not known. 

Measurement, ascertained as nearly as possible, by taking the distance between the masts, 
length, 105 feet ; breadth, 25 teet ; depth, about 16 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 











Inclosure 2 in No. 150. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Astro.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the fifth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight and fifty, before the Worshipful William 
Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, lawfully 
constituted and appointed. 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, 
called the ** Astro,” and against a cross-tree and fid, of, and belonging thereto, seized as liable to 
forfeiture by Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
** Cormorant.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition, duly executed, and referred 
to the ailidavit of John Carnegie, mate of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Cormorant,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the snid affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ Astro” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, 
on the twenty-ninth day of June last past, equipped for, and engaged in, the Slave Trade, contrary 
to the provisions of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, snbject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the cross-tree and fid, of, and belonging to, the said brigantine or vessel, 
seized on the 30th day of the said month of June, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen, ber heirs and successors, accordingly; 

_ _ And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 150. 


Abstract of the case of the brig “Anna.” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Anna.” 

Blaster, Marcellino Jozé de Santa Anna. 

Owner, Francisco Gonsalves Lages. 

Crew, by crew-list, 19 persons, including master; found on board, 21 persons. 

Detained on the 14th August, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 11° 57’ south, and 
longitude 11° 41’ east, by Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Waterwitch.” 

“Had hatches with open gratings, divisions or bulkheads in the hold more numerous than 
necessary for a vessel engaged in lawful trade, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, 2 
boilers of an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, and jerked beef, 
beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant vessel, and 
other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 24th August, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant Grylls, of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

Adjudicated on the 9th September, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 
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Burthen, by papers, 285 tons; old British measurement, 274} tons; new British measure- 
ment, 249} tons. 
Had on board the following papers, viz. : 
1, Manifest of cargo for a voyage to Africa by way of the Azores, dated Victoria, 28th 
June, 1850. ~ 
2. Receipt for Hospital Dues, dated Victoria, 28th June, 1850. 
8. Certificate of clearance, dated Victoria, 28th June, 1850. 
4. Register, dated Victoria, 27th June, 1850. 
5. Crew-list, dated Victoria, 28th June, 1850. 
6. An order from the President of the Province of Espirito Santo to permit the vessel to 
proceed on her voyage to Africa, dated Victoria, 28th June, 1850. 
7. Passport, dated Victoria, 28th June, 1850, for a voyage to Africa. 
During the chase of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch” after this vessel, large guns were fired 
from her at the boats of the “ Waterwitch” which were sent in pursuit. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 150. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Anna.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the ninth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “Anna,” 
whereof Marcellino Took. de Santa Anna was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Richard Robert Quin, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Majesty’s sloop ‘ Waterwitch.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Charles Gerveys Grylls, a Lieutenant of, and belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Waterwitch,” and Peter Christian Gene native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, ‘ Anna,” to 
have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and 
the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brigor vessel, “Anna,” her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, 
and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. : 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 151. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston (Received November 18.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, September 26, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, an abstract of the 
particulars of the case of a brigantine, named the “Polka,” taken in the River 
Macahé, by Lieutenant Bailey, in command of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Sharpshooter,” and condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on 
the 16th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Crass A. 2C 
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Inclosure I in No. 151. 
Abstract of the case of the brigantine “Polka.” 


BRIGANTINE “ Polka’;” nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

+ Crew, 10 persons (foreigners). 

Detained on the 23rd June, 1859, whilst at anchor in the River of Macahé, on the south-east 
coast of America, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, lieutenant commanding Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Had large hatchways with notches cut in the combings for the purpose of fitting gratings or 
open hatches, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck; and a large number of tubs and 
mess-kids, a considerably larger cooking apparatus, and a larger quantity of matting than were 
requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 28th August, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Milne, master’s 
assistant of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Adjndicated on the 16th September, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 132 tons; new British measurement, 91 tons. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 151. 


Judgment in the case of the “Polka.” 


Ta the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the sixteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipfal 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, nation unknown, called 
the “Polka,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to for- 
feiture, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“ Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Thomas Elms Milnes, master’s assistant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Sharpshooter,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “Polke” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been: at 
the time of the seizure thereof equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the pro- 
visions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel ‘ Polka,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and entirely demo- 
lished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law im 


such case made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 152. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 3.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, October 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, abstracts of the 
particulars of the cases of two vessels seized by Commander Falcon, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “Wolverene,” on the west coast of Africa, for being. engaged in 
the Slave Trade, and adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony on 
the 7th instant. 

The one was a Brazilian schooner, named the “ For dé Camamu,” belonging 
to Bahia, and ostensibly bound to Maranhio, but being found on the coast of 
Africa, with a slave-deck laid, and all the usual equipment of vessels employed 
in the transport of slaves, was condemned to Her Majesty. 

The other was a felucca-rigged vessel, manned by a crew speaking the 
Portuguese language, but neither the name nor nation to which she belonged is 
known. A Prazilian ensign was found on board, but no papers. This vessel had 
been destroyed by Commander Falcon, in consequence of being found by a 
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survey of his officers, to be unseaworthy; a part of the stem and a shackle and 
bolt only being sent for adjudication. 

Having hatches with open gratings, a large number of shackles and bolts, 
and being otherwise equipped for the transport of slaves, she was pronounced to 
have been engaged in that unlawful employment, and the part of the stem, and 
shackle, and bolt, condemned. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Tudge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 


—_—————————— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 152. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “Flor de Camamu.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Flor de Camamu.” 

Master, Henrique Vicira da Silva. 

Owner, Joao Baptista Correia. 

Crew by crew-list, 9 persons, including master, found on board, 18 persons. 

Detained on the 15th August, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 48! north, and 
longitude 2° 34’ east, by Maxwell Falcon, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Wolverene.” 

Had notches cut in the combings of the hatchways, for the purpose of fitting grating or open 
hatches; 2 scuttles with iron gratings on the upper-deck ; spare plank fitted and laid down as a 
-slave-deck ; two boilers of an unusually large size; an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, 
jerked beef, and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as 
& merchant-vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena, on the 19th September, 1850, under the charge of Lieutenant 
Christian, of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Wolverene.” 

Adjudicated on the 7th October, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by papers, 145 tons ; old British measurement, 1413 tons; new British measurement, 
118 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. ; 

- Passport, dated Bahia, 9th March, 1849. 

. Register, dated Bahia, 5th March, 1849. : 

. An order, dated Bahia, let July, 1850, to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage 
to Maranhio. 

A Letter, dated 1st July, 1850, from the Administrator of Customs at Bahia, to the 
Inspector of Customs at Maranhao, enclosing manifest. 

. Manifest, dated Bahia, Ist July, 1850. 

. Post-office certificate, dated Bahia, 3rd July, 1850, that the vessel had no mail on 

board. 
. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 17th June, 1850. 
8. Port-clearance, dated Bahia, 4th July, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


Qn P wre 





Inclosure 2 in No. 152. 
Judgment in the case of the “Flor de Camamu.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 

AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday the seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight-hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
Saint Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian schooner or vessel called the “ Flor de 
Camamu,” whereof Henrique Vieira da Silva was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Maxwell Falcon, Esquire, Commander of 
Her Majesty’s sloop “ Wolverene.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of Henry Christian, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Wolverene,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining 
in the Registry of this Court. ; : 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vesscl, “ Flor de 
Camamu,” to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African 
Slave Trade, in contravention of a Convention between Ilis late Majesty King George the Fourth, 
and the Empcror of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament, passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect ; and as such or otherwise, subject 
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and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, “ Flor de Camamu,” her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, a3 forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service), should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold, in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 152. 
Abstract of the case of a Felucca, name unknown. 


FELUCCA; name and nation unknown. 

Master, Alexior Garcia. 

Crew, 9 persons (foreigners). 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

Without papers. 

Detained on the 8th July, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 42’ north, and 
longitude 4° 10’ east, by Maxwell Falcon, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Wolverene.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, a large number of shackles and bolts, a large cooking appa- 
ratus with a large boiler affixed thereto, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, 
and water, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant- 
vessel, and other slave equipments. 

Was surveyed by order of Commander Falcon, and being altogether unseaworthy and unfit to 
proceed to any port for adjudication, was set on fire and totally destroyed. 

A part of the stem of the vessel, and one of the iron shackles and bolts, were removed and 
brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 7th October, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The part of the stem, and the iron shackle and bolt, condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement.—Length, 52 feet, breadth, 14 feet, depth of hold, 10 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 152. 


Judgment in the case of a Felucca, name unknown. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the seventh 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Wor- 
shipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain felucca or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
and part of the stem and an iron bolt and shackle of and belonging thereunto, seized as liable to 
forfeiture by Maxwell Falcon, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“ Wolverene.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavit of Henry Christian, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Wolverene,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said felucca or vessel, name 
unknown (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to 
have been at the time of the seizure thereof equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of the third of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and 
liable to forfeiture, and condemned part of the stem and an iron bolt and shackle, of and belonging 
to the said felucca or vessel, and brought to St. Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided. 





(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
No. 153. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received December 3.) 
My Lord, St. Helena, October 21, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, abstracts of the 
particulars of the cases of two vessels condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
of this colony on the 10th instant, for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 
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The one was an unknown brig seized in Lagos Roads, by Commander Foote, 
of Her Majesty’s sloop “Prometheus.” This vessel was equipped for the 
transport of slaves, and according to information obtained from two of the crew, 
had 400 on board when the “Prometheus” appeared in sight, who were landed 
previously to the arrival of the boats of that vessel alongside. Her crew consisted 
of thirty-six persons, speaking the Portuguese language. Her colours were 
Brazilian, but no papers were found. 

The other was a schooner supposed to be the “ Feiticeira,” discovered by 
Lieutenant Dalton (when in command of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Harpy,” a 
tender to Her Majesty’s ship “Southampton”) in the Guarapari River, on the 
coast of Brazil. The crew of this schooner were observed to quit the vessel, on 
the approach of Lieutenant Dalton, who found her equipment for the transport 
of slaves almost completed, as she had hatches with open gratings, divisions in 
the hold, a slave-deck laid, and an extraordinary quantity of water-casks, with 
the colours of four different nations on board. These circumstances being 
reported by Lieutenant Dalton to Captain Corry of the “Southampton,” that 
officer seized the vessel as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and sent her to St. 
Helena for adjudication. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 153. 
Abstract of the case of a Brig, name unknown, 


BRIG, name and nation unknown. 

Master, unknown. 

Hoisted Brazilian colours. 

Without papers. 

Crew, found on board, 37 persons, all foreigners. 

Detained on the 22nd August, 1850, near Lagos, on the west coast of Africa, by Henry Richard 
Foote, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Prometheus.” 

Had an extraordinary quantity of water and water-casks, more than sufficient for the use of 
the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, a large quantity of farinha, maize, and other articles of 
provision, mats, boilers, and cooking places, larger than required for the use of a merchant-vessel 
engaged in lawful traffic, and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 22nd September, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Kemp, master’s 
assistant of the “ Prometheus.” 

Adjudicated on the 10th October, 1850. 

Condemned and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 247 tons; new British measurement, 228 tons. 

On the passage to St. Helena 2 of the crew informed the prize officer that when Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop ‘“ Prometheus” was first seen from the brig, there were 400 slaves on board, who were 
landed before the “ Prometheus’” boats arrived alongside. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclasure 2 in No. 153. 
Judgment in the case of a Brig, name unknown, 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the tenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brig or vessel, name and nation unknown, 
her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, seized as liable to forfeiture by Henry 
Richard Foote, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Prometheus.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Baker returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of Elijah John Kemp, master’s assistant of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “ Prometheus,” and Henry Cave, able seamen of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s said sloop, 
heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, name unknown, 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to have been, 
at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in, the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
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provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the said brig or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the 
cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, 
accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brig or vessel 
(not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely demo- 
lished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in 
such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inelesure 3 in No. 153. 
Abstract of the case of a schooner, supposed “‘Feiticeira.” 


SCHOONER, supposed to be the “ Feiticeira.” 

‘Nation unknown. 

Name of master, unknown. 

Had on board a Brazilian ensign and pendant, a Portuguese ensign, a Spanish ensign, and an 
American ensign. 

Detained at unchor close in under land in the River Guarapari, on the south-east coast of 
America, by Nicholas Cory, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Southampton.” 

Was abandoned by her crew on the approach of the boats of Her Majesty’s ship. 

Had hatche swith open gratings; divisions or bulkhead in the hold more numerous than 
necessary for a vessel engaged in lawful traffic: spare plank fitted and laid down as aa slave- 
deck ; a larger quautity of water in casks than was requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel, 
as a merchant vessel ; an extraordinary large cooking apparatus; and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at Saint Helena, on the 23rd of September, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Davies, 
midshipman of Her Majesty’s ship “Southampton.” 

Adjudicated on the 10th October, 1850, 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, old British measurement, 1033 tons; new British measurement, 882 tons. 

The following were the only papers found on board. 

1 and 2. Two letters to the boatswain of the schooner “ Feiticeira,” dated Victoria, July, 
1850, requesting the respective bearers to be embarked as sailors. 
8. Passport given to Ignacio Jozé, a sailor, by the Portuguese Consul at Pernambuco, 
dated 29th April, 1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 153. 
Judgment in the case of the supposed “ Feiticeira.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Thursday the tenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain schooner or vessel, nation unknown, 
supposed to be called the “ Feiticeira,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden 
therein, seized as liable. to forfeiture by Nicholas Cory, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s ship 
Southampton.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the aflidavits of Henry Davies, midshipman of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s steam-vessel 
“ Harpy,” Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, and George Stanbury, first class petty officer, 
of, and belonging to, Her Majesty’s ship “ Southampton,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the 
Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, supposed 
to be called the “ Feticeira” (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any 
state or nation), to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in, the 
Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or 
otherwise, subject and liable to forteiture, and condemned the said schooner or vessel, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, 
her heirs and successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the ssid schooner or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service), should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly suld in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


ee RE 
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No. 154. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 17, 1851.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, December 26, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the case of a brigantine of only 135 tons burthen, taken off the coast 
of Africa, with the large number of 609 slaves on board, by Captain the 
Honourable George Fowler Hastings, of Her Majesty's steam-frigate “Cyclops,” 
and condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony on the 17th instant. 

The name of the vessel is unknown. She was manned by a crew consisting 
entirely of foreigners, and was sailing under Brazilian colours, but having no 
papers on board, was treated as a vessel not entitled to the protection of any 
flag; 237 of the negroes were removed to the “Cyclops,” and, with the excep- 
tion of 1 who died on the passage, brought in that frigate to St. Helena. The 
remainder, with the loss of 2 only, were brought in the brigantine; 9 others 
died prior to adjudication. The survivors, 597 in number, were condemned 
to Her Majesty. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 154. 
Abstract of the case of a Brigantine, name unknown. 


BRIGANTINE, name and nation unknown. 

Displayed a Brazilian ensign. 

Without papers. 

Crew, 16 persons (all foreigners). 

Detained on the 20th November, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude &° 12’ south, 
and longitude 12° 47! east, by the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty’s 
steam-frigate “ Cyclops.” 

Had on board 514 male and 95 female negroes, and was completely equipped for the Slave 
Trade. 

237 male negroes were removed to Her Majesty’s steam-frigate, of whom 236 arrived in her 
at St. Helena on the 30th November, 1850, and one died. 

The brigantine arrived at St. Helena on the 2nd December, 1850, under the charge of 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson, of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “ Cyclops,” with the remaining 275 male 
and 95 female negroes, two males having died on the passage. 

Adjudicated on the 17th December, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or 
nation, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive on the day of adjudication (503 males and 94 females), condemned to Her 
Majesty. 

ee old British measurement, 107} tons; new British measurement, 135 tons. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 154. 
Judgment in the case of a Brigantine, name unknown, 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Tuesday the seven- 
teenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a certain brigantine or vessel, name and nation 
unknown, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also against five hundred and fourteen male slaves, 
and ninety-five female slaves, scized, as liable to forfviture, by the Honourable George Fowler 
Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “ Cyclops.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the aflidavits of the Honourable George Fowler Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam- 
frigate “Cyclops,” and Austin Bissell Hodgkinson, Second Lieutenant of and belonging to Her 
Majesty’s said steam-frigate, heretofore exhibited, aud remaining in the Registry of this Court. 
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The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, name 
unknown (not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation), to 
have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of the 8rd Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, her tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly : 

And further pronounced that the said brigantine or vessel (not having been taken into Her 
Majesty’s service), should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof 
should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by law in such case made and provided ; 

And also further pronounced the five hundred and fourteen male slaves, and ninety-five female 
slaves, found on board of the said brigantine or vessel, at the time of the seizure thereof, to have 
been by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, or otherwise, subject and 
liable to forfeiture, and condemned the five hundred and three male slaves, and ninety-four female 
slaves, part of the same, surviving at the time of adjudication, to the sole use of our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, accordingly. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





: No. 155. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Stanley of Alderley. 


My Lord, Admiralty, March 19, 1851. 


I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send 
you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, the copy of a return 
of vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, during the half-year 
ending the 31st December, 1850. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. PARKER. 
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204 ST. HELENA. 


No. 156. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 22.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, January 16, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship abstracts of the parti- 
culars of the cases of three vessels, named the “Bom Fim,” “Juliana,” and 
“ America,” condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this colony, on the 6th 
instant,” for being engaged in the African Slave Trade. 

The “ Bom Fim” was seized by Captain Adams, of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate 
“ Gladiator,” off the west coast of Africa, on the 25th May last, equipped for the 
transport of slaves, and sent to St. Helena for adjudication. Some weeks after- 
wards she was again found by Captain Adams at Fernando Po, in distressed con- 
dition, from the effects of a malignant fever which had broken out and carried 
off Mr. Jones, the prize-officer, and two of the crew, and left the rest in a debili- 
tated state, and from the circumstance of the vessel being leaky and unseaworthy. 
Captain Adams, therefore, caused her to be destroyed, and sent the figure-head 
only to St. Helena. 


The “Juliana” was seized by the same officer, on the west coast of Africa,’ 


with a slave equipment on board, on the 24th June, and was also destroyed for. 
being unseaworthy. Both these vessels appear to have sailed from Bahia under 


Brazilian colours and papers, the “ Bom Fim” for Rio do Sul, the “Juliana” for - 


the Azores. 

The “ America” was seized by Lieutenant Tomlinson, commanding Her 
Majesty's schooner “ Spider,” on the 30th September, at anchor off the Brazilian 
coast. The equipment of this vessel would appear to have been not entirely 
completed, as though carlines were fixed on both sides from stem to stem for the 
formation of the second or slave-deck, yet the plank was only laid from the after- 
hatch to the stern-post. Among the papers found on board is a register showing 
her to belong to Rio de Janeiro, and a passport, dated the 28th August last, for a 
voyage from that port to Campos. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inciosure 1 in No. 156. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “Bom Fim.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “ Bom Fim.” 

Master, Augusto Cesar Navarro. 

Owner, Joaquim Pereira Marinho. 

Crew, by crew-list, 19 persons; found on board, 20 persons. 

Detained on the 25th May, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 5° 43’ north, 
rin Jonerae J° 09' east, by John Adams, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s ‘steam-frigate 
“ Gladiator.” 

Had hatches with open gratings; spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck; two 
boilers of an unusually large size; an extraordinary quantity of rice, farinha, beans, and jerked 
beef, beyond what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, 
and other slave equipments. 

Sailed for St. Helena under the charge of Mr. Jones, master’s assistant of Her Majesty’s 
steam-frigate “Gladiator ; but on the 3rd August, 1850, was found by Captain Adams at anchor 
at Fernando Po, the prize-officer and 2 of the prize-crew having died a few days after leaving the 
“ Gladiator.” 

The vessel being in a leaky and unseaworthy condition, from having been on shore, was sur- 
veyed by order of Captain Adams, and afterwards broken up and entirely destroyed. 

The figure-head was removed, and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 6th January, 1851. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, by papers, not stated. 

ee by survey report.—length, 103 feet 4inches ; breadth, 30 feet ; depth, 16 feet, 
9 inches. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Passport for a voyage to Rio Grande do Sul, dated Bahia, 28rd April, 1850. 

2. Letter from the Administrator of Customs at Bahia, to the Inspector of Customs at 
Rio Grande do Sul, dated Bahia, 23rd April 1850, inclosing manifest. 

3. Manifést of cargo, dated Bahia, 23rd April 1850. 
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4. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 22nd April, 1850. 

5. An order to the commandant of the fort to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage, 
dated Bahia, 23rd April, 1850. 

6. Letter of instructions to the master, dated Bahia, 24th April, 1850. 


(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 156. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Bom Fim.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday the sixth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, before the Worshipful 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the figure-head of the Brazilian schooner or vessel, 
called the “ Bom Fim,” whereof Augusto Cesar Navarro was master, seized as liable to forfeiture, by 
John Adams, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “ Gladiator.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of John Hayne, carpenter’s mate, of and belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-frigate 
“ Gladiator,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in 
the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard.the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “ Bom Fim,” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and 
the Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and con- 
trary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the figure-head of and belonging to the said schooner or 
vessel, and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 156. 
Abstract of the case of the schooner “ Juliana.” 


BRAZILIAN schooner “Juliana.” 

Master and owner, José Manoel Cardozo. 

Crew, by crew-list, 21 persons, including master. 

Detained on the 24th June, 1850, off the west coast of Africa, in latitude 6° 08’ north, and 
longitude 2° 08’ east, by John Adams, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “ Gladiator.” 

Had hatches with open gratings, spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck, two boilers of 
an unusually large size, an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, jerked beef, and water, beyond 
what was probably requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel, and other 
slave equipments. 

The vessel being in a leaky state, was surveyed by order of Captain Adams, and afterwards 
set on fire and totally destroyed. 

The figure-head was removed and brought to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 6th January, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure. 

The figure-head condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, by papers: not stated. : 

Measurement, by survey report.—Length, 84ft. Gin.; breadth, 24ft. Sin.; depth, 11ft. 8in. 

Had on board the following papers, viz: 

1. Crew-list, dated Bahia, 10th May, 1850. 
2. Post office certificate, dated Bahia, 1ith May, 1850. : 

. An order to allow the vessel to proceed on her voyage to Azores, dated Bahia, 11th 
May, 1850. 
. Passport for a voyage to the Azores, dated Bahia, 11th May, 1850. 
. Bill of Health, dated Bahia, 11th May, 1850. 
Ditto dated Bahia, 11th May, 1850. 


7 & 8. Two private letters. : 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


Arp oo 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 156. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Juliana.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of St. Helena, on Monday, the sixth day of 
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, before the Worshipfu 
William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the figure-lead of the Brazilian schooner or vessel 
called the “ Juliana,” whereof José Manoel Cardozo was master, seized as liable to forfeiture, by 
John Adams, Esquire, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-frigate “ Gladiator.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred to 
the affidavits of John Hayne, carpenter’s mate of and belonging to Mer Majesty’s steam-frigate 
“ Gladiator,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in 
the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said schooner or vessel, “ Juliana,” 
to have been at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 
Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and con- 
trary to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the ninth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject 
and liable to forfeiture, and condemned the figure head of and belonging to the said schooner or 
vessel and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovercign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the same anos, be publicly sold, as in and by law in such 
case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 156. 


Abstract of the case of the brigantine “ America.” 


BRAZILIAN brigantine “ America.” 

Master, Francisco Nunes da Silva. 

Owners, Joaquim Manhaes Barreto and Marcos Lopes Kopké. 

Crew, by crew-list, 10 persons, including master. 

Detained on the 19th September, 1850, off the south-cast coast of America, in latitude 22° 44’ 
south, and longitude 41° 54’ west, by James Ward Tomlinson, Esq., Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty schooner “ Spider.” 

Had spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck from the after-hatch to the stern-post ; 
carlines fitted on each side for the purpose of completing the slave-deck from the after-hatch for- 
ward ; a greater quantity of mess-tins, water, and jerked beef, than was requisite for the use of the 
crew of the vessel as a merchant-vessel ; and other slave equipments. 

Arrived at St. Helena on the 19th December, 1850, under the charge of Mr. Davis, master’s 
assistant of Her Majesty’s schooner “ Spider.” 

Adjudicated on the 6th January, 1850. 

Condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

Burthen, by register, 146 tons; old British measurement, 182 tons; new British measure- 
ment, 128 tons. 

Had on board the following papers, viz. :— 

1. Passport for a voyage from Rio de Janeiro to Campos, dated Rio de Janeiro, 28th 

August, 1850, 

. Crew-list, dated Rio de Janeiro, 26th August, 1850. 

. Custom-house certificate of entry and discharge, dated Rio de Janciro, 28th August, 
1850. 

. Certificate of registry, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 7th November, 1844. 

. Port-clearance, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 28th August, 1850. 

. Post Office certificate, dated Rio de Janeiro, 28th August, 1850. 

7 and 10. Two notes to deliver tobacco, dated Rio de Janeiro, 28th August, 1850. 

8 and 9. A list of sundry articles, and an account of stores. 

11. An account of freight, no date. 

12, An account of soap and biscuit, dated 23rd August, 1850. 

13 and 14. Two custom-house permits, dated Rio de Janeiro, 27th and 28th August, 


1850. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 


Dore wr 





Inclosure 6 in No. 156. 
Judgment in the case.of the “ America.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 


AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday the sixth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, before the Worshipful 
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William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena, 
lawfully constituted and appointed ; , 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brigantine or vessel, called the 
‘* America,” whereof Francisco Nunes da Silva was master. her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and 
the cargo laden therein, seized, as liable to forfeiture, by James Ward Tomlinson, Esquire, Lieu- 
tenant commanding Her Majesty’s schooner “ Spider.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Knipe returned monition duly executed, and referred 
to the affidavits of Jeremiah O’Dwyer Davis, master’s assistant of, and belonging to Her Majesty’s 
schooner “ Spider,” and Peter Christian Gernet, native of Russia, heretofore exhibited, and re- 
maining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brigantine or vessel, “ America,” 
to have been, at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the African Slave 
Trade, in contravention of a Convention between His late Majesty King George the Fourth and the 
Emperor of Brazil, for the regulation and final abolition of the African Slave Trade, and contrary 
to the provisions of the Act of Parliament passed in the 9th year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria, to carry the said Convention into effect, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable to 
forfeiture, and condemned the said brigantine or vessel, “ America,” her tackle, apparel, and furni- 
ture, and the cargo laden therein, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 
successors, accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said cargo should be sold, and that the said brigantine or 
vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty’s service) should be broken up and be entirely 
demolished, and that the materials thereof should be publicly sold in separate parts, as in and by 
law in such case made and provided. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





No. 157, 
Her Majesty's Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received March 22.) 


My Lord, St. Helena, January 20, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship abstracts of the particu- 
lars of the cases of two vessels, named the “Amelia” and “ Felicidade,” captured 
off the coast of Brazil, by Lieutenant Bailey, commanding Her Majesty’s steam- 
sloop “Sharpshooter,” and adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this 
wlony, on the 9th and 13th instant respectively, for being engaged in the Slave 

rade. 

The “ Amelia” was a cutter, stated to be bound from Benguela, in Africa, 
to St. Ann’s, in Brazil, and had on board 74 slaves, who were subsequently (with 
the exception of one who died) delivered to the officer in charge of Her Majesty's 
receiving-ship “Crescent,” at Rio de Janeiro. The “ Felicidade” was thoroughly 
equipped for the Slave Trade, and was stated to have landed on the day previous 
to the seizure about 600 slaves. 

The condition of these vessels being leaky and unseaworthy, they were 
destroyed by Lieutenant Bailey, and portions only sent to St. Helena for adjudi- 
cation. As neither of them had any papers whatever on board, they were 
treated as vessels not entitled to the protection of any flag, pronounced to have 
been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure, and their respective portions 
condemned. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WILDE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 157. 


Abstract of the case of the cutter “ Amelia.” 


CUTTER “ Amelia,” nation unknown. 

Master, José Oliveira. 

Without papers or colours. 

Crew, 7 persons (all foreigners). 

Detained on the 12th September, 1850, off the south-east coast of America, in latitude 
21° 10'S., and longitude 40° 36° west, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esq., Lieutenant commanding 
Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Stated to be bound from Benguela, on the west coast of Africa, to St. Ann’s, on the south» 
east coast of America. 


oes Had on board 67 male and 7 female negroes, and was in every respect equipped for the Slave 
ie. 
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The negroes were removed and conveyed in Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘ Sharpshooter,” to 
Rio de Janeiro, and were delivered (with the exception of one male, who died) into the charge of 
Master Commanding Bradley, of Her Majesty’s receiving-ship ‘“ Crescent,” at that port. 

The vessel being in a leaky and unseaworthy state, was sunk and totally destroyed by order 
of Lieutenant Bailey, the tiller being removed and sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 8th January, 1851. 

Vessel and slaves pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure, the vessel 
not being entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or nation. 

The tiller condemned and ordered to be sold. 

Measurement.—Length 55 feet, breadth 14 feet, depth 10 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 157. 


Judgment in the case of the “ Amelia.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of St. Helena. 


AT « Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Thursday, the ninth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen, against a certain cutter or vessel (nation unknown) called the 
“ Amelia,” whereof Took ' Oliveira was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also against 
sixty-seven male slaves and seven female slaves, seized as liable to forfeiture by John Crawshaw 
Bailey, Esq. Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘“ Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon for Knipe returned monition duly exe- 
cuted, and referred to the affidavit of Northesk Robert Carr Wilson, midshipman of and 
belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Sharpshooter,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the 
Registry of this Court, . Q 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavit read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said cutter or vessel, “ Amelia,” 
not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation, to have been, at 
the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for and engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the 
illegal transport of negroes or others, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to 
the provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such or otherwise subject and 
liable to forfeiture; and condemned the tiller-head of and belonging to the said cutter or vessel, 
and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and suc- 
cessors, accordingly; 

And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 
made and provided, and also further pronounced the sixty-seven male slaves, and seven female 
slaves found on board of the said cutter or vessel at the time of the seizure thereof, to have been, 
by virtue of the statute or statutes in such case made and provided, or otherwise, subject and 


liable to forfeiture. 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 157. 


Abstract of the case of the brig “ Felicidade.” 


BRIG “ Felicidade,” nation unknown. 

Master, Manvel Pinto. 

Without papers. 

Had a Brazilian ensign on board. 

Crew, 7 persons (all foreigners). 

Detained on the 2nd October, 1850, off the south-east coast of America, in latitude 18° 387 
south, and longitude 38° 37’ west, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esq., Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

Had hatches with open gratings; spare plank fitted and laid down as a slave-deck ; a larger 
quantity of water, and an extraordinary quantity of farinha, beans, and jerked beef, beyond what 
was requisite for the use of the crew of the vessel, as a merchant-vessel ; two boilers of an un- 
usually large size; and other slave equipments; and was in a very filthy state, having (as was 
stated by one of the crew of the said brig) landed about 600 slaves the day before. 

Was set on fire and totally destroyed, by order of Lieutenant Bailey, the vessel being in a 
leaky and unseaworthy state, and unfit to proceed to any port for adjudication. 

The Brazilian ensign and gaff of the vessel were removed, and brought to St. Helena for 
adjudication. 

Adjudicated on the 13th January, 1850. 

Vessel pronounced to have been liable to forfeiture at the time of seizure, as a vessel not 
entitled to the protection of the flag of any state or nation. 

The Brazilian ensign and gaff condemned, and ordered to be sold. 

Burthen, not calculated. 

Measurement; length, 119 feet; breadth, 29 feet; depth, 15 feet. 

(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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Inclosure 4.in No. 157. 
Judgment in the case of the “ Felicidade.” 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint Helena. 

AT a Court holden at James Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, on Monday the thirteenth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, before the 
Worshipful William Wilde, Esquire, Judge and Commissary of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Saint 
Helena, lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a Brazilian ensign and gaff of and belonging toa 
certain brig or vessel (nation unknown) called the “ Felicidade,” whereof Manoel Pinto was master, 
seized, as liable to forfeiture, by John Crawshaw Bailey, Esquire, Lieutenant commanding Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, Gideon for Knipe returned monition duly executed, and 
referred to two affidavits of Northesk Robert Carr Wilson, midshipman of and belonging to Her 
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Sharpshooter,” heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this 
Court. 
The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Felicidade,” 
(not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation) to have been, 
at the time of the seizure thereof, equipped for, and engaged in the Slave Trade, contrary to the 
provisions of the Act of the 3rd of Victoria, cap. 73, and as such, or otherwise, subject and liable 
to forfeiture, and condemned the Brazilian ensign and gaff of and belonging to, the said brig or 
vessel, and brought to Saint Helena, as forfeited to our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and 


successors, accordingly ; 
And further pronounced that the same should be publicly sold, as in and by law in such case 


made and provided. — 
(Signed) JNO. N. FIRMIN, Registrar. 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


[See Cape of Good Hope Commissioners’ despatches of April 23 and 
June 26, reporting the condemnation of the “ Deliberagao,” and “ Philantropo,” 
Nos. 45 and 46. 

No other case was adjudicated at the Cape during the year 1850, so far as 
has been reported to the Foreign Office.] 


NY 
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JAMAICA. 





No. 158. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 5.) 


My Lord, Jamaica, June 24, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship an abstract of the par- 
ticulars of the Brazilian brig ‘‘ Clementina,” condemned for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

She had 284 slaves on board at the time of her detention, 244 of whom 
arrived at Port Royal in this island. 

T have also the honour to transmit a copy of the judgment of the court. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. ROWE, 
Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 158. 
Abstract of the case of the brig “ Clementina.”” 


BRAZILIAN brig “ Clementina.” 

Master, Joio Gongalves Bandeira. 

Owner, Joaquim Pedro de Azevedo. 

Crew, 13 persons, exclusive of the master. 

Detained on the 22nd April, 1850, in latitude 28° 27’ north, longitude 87° 48’ west, by Archibald 
Douglas Jolly, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Bermuda” 

Fally equipped for the Slave Trade. 

Had on board at the time of seizure 284 male and female slaves, of whom 244 were delivered 
to the Collector of Customs at the port of Kingston, Jamaica, on the 28rd of May, 1850; 40 died 
after detention and before delivery, and 9 between the date of delivery to the Collector of Customs 
and date of adjudication. 

Arrived at Port Royal, Jamaica, on the 20th May, 1850, under the charge of William Hayden, 
master’s assistant of the “ Bermuda,”—the “ Bermuda” being in company. 

Adjudicated on the 17th June, 1850. 

Vessel condemned, and ordered to be broken up and sold. 

The negroes alive at the time of adjudication, 235 in number, condemned to Her Majesty. 

Burthen by register, 176 tons; old British measurement, 175 tons; new British measurement, 
146,33, tons. 

Had on board the following papers :— 

1. Royal passport, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849, “as a coasting veasel,”— 
the then present voyage “ for Campos.” 
2. Certificate from the Post Office, dated Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849, stating that 
“the national brig ‘Clementina, which goes on a voyage to Campos, has no mail 
from the Post Office.” 

. Manifest and discharge from the Administrator of Customs of Cabo Frio, dated 8th 
January, 1850. 

. Certificate of Registry, dated Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849, which states the ves- 
sel to have been “built in foreign countries, of foreign wood, the name of the builder 
not known.” 

5. Manifest, dated Cabo Frio, 8th January, 1850, of the cargo, for Assu, in Pernambuco, 
among which were—13 large casks or leaguers; 29 pipes, 13 half pipes, and 100 bar- 
rels of water; 40 bags of dry beans; 80 bags of flour-rice; dried and salt meat and 
salted fish. 

2E2 
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6. Certificate of payment of certain dues to the hospital and for anchorage, ‘dated at Rio 
de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849, which states that “the national brig ‘Clementina,’ 
before called ‘Porto Brio,’ of Azurar, of 176 tons; master, Joao Goncalves Bandeira ; 
owner, Joaquim Pedro de Azevedo ; came from Oporto, being Portuguese, Brio of 
Azurar, on 12th July of said year.” 

7. Letter, dated Cabo Frio, 8th January, 1850, from the Administrator there to the 
Administrator at Assu, in Pernambuco, inclosing “ manifest and despatch.” 

8. Duplicate of No. 5. 

9. Manifest of cargo, by Joaquim Pedro de Azevedo, dated Cabo Frio, 7th January, 1850. 

10. Envelope to 7 and 8. 
11. Passport to Pedro Garcia, a carpenter, dated at Cabo Frio, 17th January, 1850. “Good 
for the space of two months.” 
12 to 23 inclusive. Passports similar to No. 11, for other parties. 
24. Passport, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 5th December, 1849, for “ Campos.” 
25 and 26. Passports, dated at Rio de Janeiro, 22nd December, 1849, for Cabo Frio. 
(Signed) JOHN DUFF, Deputy Registrar. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 


Judgment in the case of the ‘* Clementina.” 


Ia the Vice-Admiralty Court of Jamaica. 

AT a Court holden at Saint Jago de la Vega, in the Island of Jamaica, on Monday, the 
seventeenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before the 
Worshipful Sir Joshua Rowe, Knight, Companion of the Bath, Judge and Commissary of the Vice- 
Admiralty Court of Jamaica. lawfully constituted and appointed ; 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against the Brazilian brig or vessel called the “ Clementina,” 
whereof Joao Gongalves Bandeira lately was master, her tackle, apparel, and furniture; and also 
against two hundred and eighty-four male and female slaves, taken and seized by Archibald Douglas 
Jolly, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Bermuda.” 

In pain of parties cited not appearing, O'Reilly, Attorney-General, referred to the monition 
heretofore brought in duly executed, and also to the affidavits of Archibald Douglas Jolly, Esquire, 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Bermuda,” Edward Alexander Carey, acting second master of 
and belonging to Her Majesty’s said ship, and William Hayden, master’s ussistant of and belonging 
to Her Majesty's said ship, heretofore exhibited, and remaining in the Registry of this Court. 

The Judge, at his petition, having heard the said affidavits read, on his motion as counsel on 
behalf of Her Majesty, by interlocutory decree, pronounced the said brig or vessel, “ Clementina,” her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, to have been at the time of the seizure thereof equipped for and 
engaged in the Slave Trade, and employed in the illegal transport of negroes or others, for the pur- 
pose of consigning them to slavery, contrary to the provisions of the statute or statutes in such case 
made and provided, and as such or otherwise subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation to 
our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the same accordingly ; 

And further pronounced that the said brig or vessel (not having been taken into Her Majesty's 
service) should be broken up and be entirely demolished, and that the materials thereof should be 
publicly sold in separate parts, as in and ste law in such case made and provided; 

And also further pronounced the two hundred and eighty four slaves found on board the said 
brig or vessel at the time of the seizure thereof, to have been by virtue of the statute or statutes in 
such case made and provided, or otherwise, subject and liable to forfeiture and condemnation, to the 
sole use of our Sovereign Lady the Queen, her heirs and successors, and condemned the two hundred 
and forty-four slaves, part of the same brought in the said brig or vessel to Jamaica, or the survivors 


of them, accordingly. 
: 2 (Signed) © JOHN DUFF, Deputy Registrar. 





Note.—No cases besides those mentioned in the above reports and returns, 
were reported to Her Majesty’s Government between the 31st of March, 1850, 
and the Ist of April, 1851. 
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No. 159. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received April 9.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Monte Video, January 8, 1850. 


I TRANSMIT for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty a letter from Lieutenant Crofton to Commander Schomberg, Senior 
Officer at Rio de Janeiro, giving an account of the capture and destruction of a 
barque, calling herself the ‘‘ Astrea,’ engaged in the Slave Trade. 

Commander Schomberg ordered a survey upon the vessel; and it 
appearing from the report upon her condition, that her frame (the principal part 
of which was of fir) was rotten, and that she had been on shore in the River 
Congo (as stated by her crew) and lost part of her forefoot and several sheets of 
copper, and was consequently unseaworthy, he ordered the “ Rifleman” to, 
destroy her. I also beg to forward Commander Schomberg’s letter to the 
Brazilian Commodore at Rio, delivering to him the crew of the ‘ Astrea” as 
Brazilian subjects engaged in the Slave Trade, to be dealt with according to 
law ; from this document it appears that the vessel was originally the “ Chester,” 
of New York, and had lately landed a cargo of slaves at Cape St. Thomé. 

: T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 159. 


Lieutenant Crofton to Commander Schomberg. 


Sir, At Sea, December 18, 1849. ; 


I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Commander-in-chief, that om 
the 12th instant, the “ Cormorant” being in chase at the same time, I boarded and captured the 
Brazilian barque ‘ Astrea,” having on board a full cargo of leaguers, the one-half filled with fresh 
water, the rest with salt water, for ballast ; part of the slave-deck laid; and from the extremely 
offensive smell, she had just landed her slave cargo ; the filth of the slaves was on everything, and 
the fittings in main hold for slave-deck in piace 5 she had neither log nor legal documents of any 
description ; and the only papers that I could discover, were a transfer of the vessel from American 
to Brazilian property, unstamped, unsealed, and without any official attestation from the authorities 
of either nation ; also a paper intended fora manifest, both of which written on ordinary paper, 
and the ink of the latter not dry when put into my hands, and dated only the day previously ; she 
was evidently very unseaworthy. 

I beg further to state that, last night, agreeably to your orders, I destroyed the barque, by 
firing and scuttling her ; this morning she had totally disappeared. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. 8. 8S. CROFTON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 159. 


Commander Schomberg to Commodore Ignacio. 


Sir, ; “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, December 13, 1849. 


I HAVE the hononr to give up to you, on the part of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
to be dealt with according to the laws of their country, two prisoners calling themselves Brazilians, 
whom I took out of a vessel wearing Brazilian colours, calling herself the “ Astrea,” which, in 
company with Her Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “Rifleman,” I captared off the Alcatrasses on 
the 12th instant, and destroyed, she being in reality the “Chester” of New York, having no 
papers, and being perfectly fitted for carrying slaves, a cargo of whom she had lately landed at 
Cape St. Thome. T have, &e. 

(Signed) H. SCHOMBERG. 
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No. 160. 
Commander Schomberg to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 10.) 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, February 15, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a duplicate of letters forwarded by me to Rear- 
Admiral Reynolds, C.B., the Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty’s ships and 
vessels on the south-east coast of America, at present at Monte Video, dated 
February 14, 1850, containing important information, which I have been 
enabled to obtain, respecting the Traffic in Slaves on the coast of Brazil. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 160. 
Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1850. 


HAVING made some trifling corrections from the information of Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’A ffaires at Rio, in the lists I sent on the 8th instant, of vessels employed in the Slave Trade at 
present in Rio harbour, and those which have sailed from the coast in the last ten months, with the 
names of the owners, I have the honour to transmit the corrected copies, as well as an additional 
one of vessels that have landed cargoes of slaves during the last twelve months, which I have 
obtained from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’A flaires, duplicates of which I shall transmit to my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, according to my instructions, considering it of importance that 
such information be forwarded to them at the earliest opportunity. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 


Slave-Vessels in the Port of Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1850. 


Vessel. Name of Owner. 


Brazilian brig 
Ditto 

Brazilian barque 
Ditto schooner 
Portuguese brig 
Ditto 

Brazilian barque 
Ditto 

American ship 
Brazilian polacca 
Sardinian echooner 
American barque 
Brazilian barque 
Ditto brig 
Portuguese barque 


Sardinian brigantine 


Audaz 

Imperador do Brazil 

Esperanga 

Rosa 

Pedro Grande 

Galianna 

Joaquima Guimaraes, for- 
merly American Herald 

Isabel Fernandez, formerly 
American Quincy 

Lucianna 

Andorinha 

Anonymo 

Camilla 


Maria 


Sagars, formerly American 
Caracas 
General Rego 


Independencia 





Bastos 

Jozé Bernardino 

Ditto 

Don Francisco 

Not ascertained 

Ditto 

Manoel Pinto de Fonseca 

Ditto 

Ramos 

Danna. Resident in Spain. 

A Genoese Barber, resident 
at Rio 

Jozé Bernardino 

Not ascertained 

Manoel Pinto 

Unknown 


Owner in Spain 


. 
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Slave- Vessels sailed for Coast of Africa from Rio in ten months, Srom April 1849, to January 1850. 


Vessel. 


Brazilian ship 
French brig 
American brig 
Portuguese brig 
Brazilian brig 
American ship 
Sardinian polacca 
Brazilian barque 
Ditto 

Ditto felucca 
Ditto schooner 
Ditto ship 

Ditto brig 
American barque 
Brazilian palhabote 
American brig 
Ditto schooner 
Brazilian echooner 
Ditto 

Brazilian brig 
Ditto brigantine 
Ditto patacho 
Ditto 

Ditto brigantine 
American brig 
Portuguese brig 
Brazilian brig 
Ditto brigantine 
Ditto 


Emilie 

Snow 

Leonidas 
Paquete do Sul 
Hannibal 
Thereza 
Idelmunda 
Maria Christina 


Januaria Christina 


Velho do Dia 
Deliberac&o 
Philantropo 

*] Anne D. Richardson 
Tres Amigos 
Encarnacéo 
Rival 
Rival 
Rival 
Sereia 
Marianna 
Vingador 
Dez de Outubro 
Esmeralda 
J. R. Wothington 
Encanto 
Imperial Pedro 
Condor 


Polka 









Date of Sailing. 


August 6, 1849 
August 8, 1849 
September 4, 1849 
July 29, 1849 

July 27, 1849 
August 10, 1849 
July 26, 1849 

June 3, 1849 

May 1, 1849 

May 9, 1849 

April 21, 1849 
December 17, 1849 
December 15, 1849 
December 12, 1849 
December 11, 1849 
December 7, 1849 
November 5, 1849 
January 12, 1850 
January 2, 1850 
January 2, 1850 
December 10, 1849 
November 20, 1849 
November 14, 1849 
January 30, 1850 
December 8, 1849 
November 7, 1849 
December 10, 1849 
November 11, 1849 
November 11, 1849 





Name of Owner. 


Manoel Pinto de Fonseca 
Not ascertained 
Manoel Pintode Fonseca 
Not ascertained 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ramos 

Manoel Pinto 
Don Francisco 
Manoel Pinto 
Amaral Bastos 
Manoel Pino 
Ditto 

Bastos 

Manoel Pinto 
Ditto 

Betelho 

Ramos 

Ramos 

Not ascertained 
Pachico 

Not ascertained 
Don Francisco 
Not known 
Ditto 

Jozé Bernardino 
Manoel Pinto 
Betelho 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 160. aoe 
Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, February 14, 1850. 


1 HAVE the honour to forward to you the following information, derived from authentic 
sources, of vesscls from which slaves have been landed on the coast of Brazil, between Vittoria, in the 
Province of Espirito Santo, and Paranagua in the Province of St. Paul, during the last twelve months. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ° HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 


List of Vessels from which Slaves have been landed on the Coast of Brazil, from January 1849, 
to January 1850, 


Name of Vessel. Date of Arrival. Number of Slaves landed. 








Adalia January 26, 1849 300 
Santa Cruz Febraary 3, 1849 800 
Orithna January 17, 1849 450 
Pilot (Brazilian schooner) Not ascertained 400 
Maria Christina Ditto 930 
Galgo Ditto 450 
Desengano ” Ditto 650 
Nova Esperanza Ditto 300 
Estrella (felucca) February 12, 1849 310 
Zephego February, 1849 500 
Bom Fim (schooner) February, 1849 480 
Rival (schooner) February 2, 1849 800 
Sylphide February 2, 1849 900 
Franga (now Deliberacio) April, 1849 800 
Albertina (American brig) | April, 1849 ; 650 
Idelmunda April, 1849 800 
Sereia May, 1849 850 
Paulina April 19, 1849 900 
Castro Primiero March 13, 1849 300 
Rival (schooner) June 24, 1849 600 
Merchant barque, name un- | June, 1849 740 


known, landed cargo at 
Rio dos Ostras 


. Vingador November, 1849 500 
Sereia October, 1849 800 
A brig, name unknown, | October, 1849 740 

landed at Rio dos Ostras 


Audaz October, 1849 800 
Tolerante (late Flora) June 24, 1849 550 
Antipathico October 20, 1849 851 
Caracas (American brig) October, 1849 700 
Whig (ditto) December, 1849 800 
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Name of Veseel. "Date of Arrival, Number of Slaves landed. 





Imogene (ran on shore by 
Hydra) October, 1849 350 


Condor October, 1849 600 
Santa Cruz December 2, 1849 682 
Astrea (American Chester) October, 1849 600 
Rival December, 1849 722 
Santa Cruz December, 1849 510 
Encarnacgao December, 1849 535 
Banque December, 1849 400 
Lucifer January, 1850 390 
Idelmunda Jisuary, 1850 731 
Astro (American brig) January, 1850 500 
Marianna January, 1850 539 





Total - 25,210 





At 501. per negro. Value, 1,260,500/. 





No. 161. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 10.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” off the Gallinas, February 4, 1850. 

MY letter to you of the 28th ultimo, will have informed the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty that I was returning to this anchorage with the 
hope of making some permanent and satisfactory arrangement with the native 
chiefs, which would enable me to raise the blockade, and give them the full 
advantage of legal commerce. 

I have now to request that you will be pleased to inform their Lordships 
that I arrived here the following day, having been preceded by the “ Alert,” and 
found that Commander Dunlop had succeeded in bringing together, as shown in 
the extract of his letter to me, and its inclosures, which I herewith transmit, all 
the principal chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, who had sworn most solemnly, 
according to the custom of their country, to maintain friendly relations with each 
other, and abolish the Slave Trade in their territories ; and that those chiefs had 
also agreed to come and meet the chiefs of Manna River, Sugury, and Cape 
Mount, at a palaver on board the ‘“ Centaur,” on my arrival, with the same 
objects. 

‘ Saturday, the 2nd instant, being fixed on for this meeting, the following 
chiefs assembled in my cabin at noon, for palaver, viz— 
Prince Manna, 
John Shapha Rogers, 
James Weston Rogers, Chiefs of Gallinas. 
James Rogers, z 
Lucini Rogers, 
Sandfish, King of Sugury. 
Shapha Palma, 
Dwaro Mambo, Chiefs of Solyman. 
Shamsee, 
George Robin, King of Manna River. 
Tom Cole, Chief of Manna Rock. 
Prince Cain, Chief of Cape Mount. 
Cuass A. 2F 
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Tt opened ‘by ‘the Gallinas and ‘Sclyman chiefs, through ‘Prince ‘Manna, 
dedlaring their desire now to conform ‘to:ell my wishes, aad’ to week the pro- 
tection (friendship) of the Queen of England. After some reference to their 
former bad faith, I asked why they had not given‘up the full number of slaves 
which they.had declared in their first eommunigation with Commander Dunlop 
were left in the country by the foreign slave-dealers, as they had promised to 
do,—Manna ‘replied, ‘‘It is very true, but it is not we, the chiefs -alone, who 
took goods from the Spaniards; the minor chiefs and people take goods and 
keep book, they had slaves on account, each man his book, and we have not 
been able co compel them to bring them.m Many have-escaped, many, it is 
pene sold again; but:we are still seeking, and hope to have 100 collected at 

ina to-morrow evening, and the other 200 in a few days,—we have sworn; 
we do not wish to deceive,—we wish now to-make a new Treaty with Queen of 
England.” 

This explanation was given apparentty with sincerity, and assented to by 
all the other.chiefs present, and anxious that they should not be induced by any 
pressure, in any way to make fresh slaves for the purpose of adhering to the 
original number (which I had myself abways considered a large estimate), I con- 
sented to accept it as satisfactory; and allowed them to execute a new Treaty, 
according to the form supplied, explaining to them, at the same time, that it 
was similar ‘in its purport to Captain Denman’s Treaty, and which they would 
have been still bound to conform to, had 1 not done so. 

The Treaty having been executed, 'Prince Manna put the question: “ Now 
we have done.all the English wished,—we have driven out Spaniard, and we 
have sworn to give up Slave Trade, and we will do so,—what are_you going to 
do for us? “We want means to begin to trade with goods,—we wish to put 
ourselves under the protection of the English Queen and flag.” I replied that, 

. -eonvineed of their -geed faith, I should take-off the blockade, and-open trade for 
them, and write to the Governor of Sierra Leone, to encourage our merchants 
to trade with them, but no good. man would trade with them, until assured of 
their having given up the Slave Trade; that I would leave an agent with them, 
who would take ‘known their-wishes, and inform me of whatthey were-doing ; 
they must now turn their people to cultivate the land, make palm-oil, and 
country cloths, .and our ships would .continue on the coast if they wanted 
assistance. 

I disclaimed any wish on-fhe part of the Queen, my mistress, to obtain the 
sovereignty of their territory, and I said that her desire was to hear that they 
‘had put an end to their wars for furnishing the slave-dealers, and that I hoped 
‘all ‘the chiefs now assembled would enter into an agreement to that effect, and 
pledge themselves to.assist each other. 

‘Ht would be ‘beyond the limits of a despatch to report the arguments used, 
‘but there being chiefs present who had been rivals fer years, it was surprising 
‘how Tittle discussion'teok place before the Agreement, a copy of which I have 
‘now ‘the honour to inclose, was signed and executed; all the chiefs shaking 
shands, and swearing friendship, and to support each other; and thanking me, 
through King Sandfish, the oldest chief of this part of the coast, for having 
‘brought them together. 

"The palaver ended, we showed them the effect of some rockets and 
shells, and after a ‘little festivity, and drinking Her Majesty’s health, they 
returned on shore in the evening. 

T have authorized Commander Dunlop, of the “ Alert,” to divide the sum 
of 251. between three minor chiefs of Manna and Sugury, whose services for the 
last five months have been very valuable ‘to him in ‘his negotiation with the 
chiefs of Gallinas, and I have directed a small present of ‘tobacco and powder to 
be made to each chief that signed the Treaty and Agreement, of which I have 
left copies with each of the principal chiefs; and, in reply to-the-petition of the 
Gallinas chiefs for a similar present as had been given to other neighbouring 
chiefs on signing Treaties, I said, that if I learnt they were adhering faithfully 
to the new Treaty at the expiration of a year, I would ask for a present to be 
given to them by my Government ‘im the same manner; and I took the oppor- 
tunity before the whole party assembled, of addressing to ‘the chiefs of Cape 
Mount and Sugury, in accordance with the wishes of Her Majesty's Government, 
expressed in your letter to me of the 3lst ‘October last, the high sense Her 
Majesty's Government entertained of ‘the good ‘faith which they had displayed 
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in fulfilling their engagements, and which.example I hoped wauld now be fal” 
lowed by the chiefs. of. Gallinas. and, Selyman.. 

_ , The “ Alert” will take this. despatcly to. Engtind ; I cannot close it, enter- 
taining, as I do, a sanguine hope that with proper precaution for a time (which 
will certainly be required), the Slave Trade may be considered as put an 
end to between Sierra Leone and Cape Palmes, without expressing again to their 
Lordships that much of this: is- to’ be-attributed! to:the-untiring: zeal: and perse- 
verance which Commander. Dunlop. has: shown during the time he has been 
senior officer of this division. 

L have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 161. 


Commander Dunlop to Commodoxs:Kanshawe. 


(Extract.) “Alert,” January 80, 1850. 


ON the 2st ultimo I landed, to communicate with the chiefs, and I informed them that when 
they had delivered 300 slaves, in addition to those already given up.ta me,.you. would consent to 
make the new Treaties with them, and to take off the blockade, exacting no more slaves. 

Finding that there was much jealousy and want: of confidence in each other amongst the chiefs 
of Gallinas, proceeding from the two eldest of these chiefs, vie., Lueini and: John Shapha Rogers, 
not having cordially concurred with the others in expelling the slave-dealers, and that there was a 
great probability of this leading to a war amongst them, I considered it would be of the greatest 
importance if I could restore good feeling and harmony, so that they might unite cordially with 
each other ; to effect this object, it appeared to.me there. was: but one mode which would be at all 
effectual, viz., if ible to induce them to take a solemn oath according to the custom of their 
country, binding them to maintain friendship with each other, and to unite in the suppression of 
the:Slave Trade. 

T have reason tv believe. that these onthe are seldom. broken. by the natives, as they consider. 
that doing so would bring upon them some great misfortune, and they ara taken with much. 
solemnity and‘awe. 

Lucini Rogers being, very ill, and’ quite. unable to attend the meetings of the chiefs, he. dele 
ae his authority, to. his.eldest son. amd snccessor; a oopy of. which. document. I-have the honour. to: 
inclose. 

Having previously paved. the ‘by separate communication with. each of the chiefs, at. a 
general meeting in wheel, the hints of selpaee joined those of. Gallinas, they. took a solemn oath: 
to maintain the most friendly relations with each ather,. aud_ for-ever to. abolish.the Slave Trade in. 
their territories. 

T have the honour to. inolose the oath as it. was taken word for word.in their own language,, 
with all the ceremonies of their country, which they afterwards signed by their own desire,. that. 
(as they expressed it) the Queen of England might hear of their intention never again. to. permit 
slave-dealers to.reside in their.country, or to carry on that trade themselves. 

Thave. Had the honour in my previous letters to inform you that I succeeded. in making a. 
cordial peace between the Manna, Sugury, and Cape Mount people, and those of Solyman, who for. 
many years had been at war, and now the former people are assisting the latter in repelling the 
attacks of the people of Zaro. 

As the Solyman people were supplied with arms and powder by the slave-dealers, and 
otherwise assisted by them, they were the successful party in the war. Before taking any other 
step towards reconciling those people with each other, I insisted that the Solyman chiefs should 
agree to give up to me all the prisoners of war whom they had not already sold to the slave- 
dealers, or put to death (which latter fate they confessed to me they inflicted on all those whose age 
or bodily infirmity rendered them unsaleable). 

As these prisoners were delivered to me, I sent them to their country, and according to my 
eimotiots in my absence, they were sent direct to the chief to whom they belonged by the Chief of 

olyman. 
zr have the honour to inclose an account of the number of prisoners thus released, and 
restored to liberty and their country, signed by their respective chiefs, and witnessed by the Chiefs 
of Gallinas and Chief of Solyman, in whose pewer they were. 
The number of slaves and prisoners delivered to. me ap to the present time is :-— 


Delivered by the Chiefs of Gallinas as ran af 518 
a Solyman a “8 ee 200 
Total us a 718 





Inclosure 2 in No.. 161. 
Certificate. 


THIS is to certify that the number of people undermentioned, belonging to Cape Mount, 
Sugury, and Manna, who were taken prisoners and made slaves of by Shapha Pamah and the chiefs 
and people of Solyman and Juring, were liberated and restored to their respective countries between 
the Ist day of October, 1849, and 30th January, 1850, by Commander Hugh Dunlop, of Her 

iG 2F2 
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Majesty's sloop “ Alert,” senior officer of the British ships of war on the Northern Division of the 
west coast of Africa, to whom we, the undersigned chiefs, tender our warmest thanks. 
35 People of Cape Mount. 
45 »  Sugury. 
120 es Manna. 


Total 200 Liberated. 
Done at Mina, Gallinas River, this 23rd day of January, 1850. 
his 


(Signed) GEORGE 4 CANE, Chief of Cape Mount. 
mark. 
his 
KING © SANDFISH, Chief of Sugury. 
mark, 


his 
KING GEORGE ROBIN, Chief of Manna. 
mark. 
‘Witness : 
his 
Prince 4 Manna, 
Chiefs of Gallinas his 
Joun SHarHa  Rocers. 


mark. 


his 
Chief of Solyman Suapua 4 Pawan. 
mark, 


his 
Chief of Gallinas James Westen 4 Rogers. 
mark, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 161. 
Oath taken by the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman. 


WE, the Undersigned, chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, considering that our matual security and 
the good of our country require that we should be united in the closest friendship, did this day 
meet together at Mina, in Gallinas River, and in presence of Commander Hugh Dunlop, the senior 
officer of Her Britannic Majesty's ships on the Northern Division of the west coast of Africa, King 
Robin, chief of Manna River, Mr. Charles Hall, acting paymaster and purser of Her Majesty's sloop 
“ Alert,” and Mr. William Parker, interpreter to the said senior officer, and other witnesses, solemnly 
swear (according to the forms and customs of our country) that we, the chiefs of Gallinas and 
Solyman, should unite together in the closest friendship, and that no quarrel, war, or strife should 
arise amongst us in consequence of our having banished the slave-dealers from our country, but on 
the contrary, that we should assist each other against any enemy who may attack or injure any of 
us, and that we should never again allow slave-dealers to reside in our country, or ourselves in any 
way engage in the Slave Trade, or permit that trade to be carried on, directly or indirectly, in our 
pete aol territories, and we canter this solemn oath and engagement to be binding to our heirs 

successors. 

We hereby eet our signatures to this document, that Her Majesty the Queen of England may 
thus be informed of our sincere intention for ever to abandon the Slave Trade and to banish it from 
our territory. 

Done at Mina, this 28th day of January, 1850. 


his 
(Signed) PRINCE 4 MANNA, 


mark. 


his 
JAMES 4 ROGERS, 
mark, i 
JOHN SHAPHA > ROGERS, 
mar Chiefs of Gallinas. 
JAMES WESTERN » ROGERS, 


mark, 


his 
For his father, LUCINI } ROGERS, 
mark, 


his 
JAN > CUBAH, 


mark. 


his 
SHAPHA } PAMAH, Chief of Solyman. 
mark. 
Witnesses : : 


(Signed) Huon Duxxor, Commander and Senior ugh 
C. E. P. Haut, Paymaster and Purser, Her Majesty's ship “ Alert.” 
Wu. A. Panxer, Pilot and Interpreter. 


his 
Kine Gzorcz 4 Rosrn, Chief of Manna River. 


river. 


his 
Jauzs 4 Faremen, Ohief of Sugury. 
mark, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 161. 


Treaty with the Chiefs of Gallinas, Solyman, Manna, Sugury, and Cape Mount. 


BETWEEN Hugh Dunlop, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Alert,” and 
Senior Officer of the Northern Division of Her Majesty's ships and vessels on the West Coast 
of Africa, on behalf of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the Chiefs of Gallinas, Solyman, Mauna, Sugury, and Cape Mount, 


WHEREAS at the desire and through the mediation of the said Hugh Dunlop, Esquire, 
Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's sloop “ Alert,” &c., the said chiefs of Gallinas, Solyman, 
Manna, Sngury, and Cape Mount, have consented to put an end to all war and strife between each 
other, and to conclude a Treaty of Peace and Friendship upon the terms and conditions hereinafter 


mentioned :— 
ARTICLE I. 


All war is at end, and there shall be peace and friendship between the said chiefs of Gallinas, 
Solyman, Manna, Sugury, and Cape Monnt, and between anh and every of them. 


ARTICLE II. 

All those le taken during the war who are now prisoners in the territories of any of the 
said chiefs aaa be immediately released and sent to the chief to whose country they belong, and 
from the time of signing this Treaty they shall be considered as friends and allies, and ti with 
the came kindness in every way as the natives of the country in which they have been prisoners, 
until they can be sent to their own country. 


ARTICLE III. 

The chiefs parties hereto agree to remain at with each other, and to refer any dispute 
that may arise between them to a general meeting of all the chiefs or their successors, when the cause 
of the difference will be talked over in solemn palaver, and justice done to the injured party, 
according to the laws and customs of the country. Should any chief refuse to submit to the decision 
of the whole body of chiefs met to consider the cause of difference or dispute in question, it shall be 
referred to the Senior British Naval Officer on this station, or to the Governor of Sierra Leone, who 
shall arbitrate in the matter, and his or their decision shall be final and binding on all ies, 

The Governor of Sierra Leone and the Senior Naval Officer will at all times, if applied to by the 
chiefs, gladly use their mediation and kind offices to promote harmony and -will between the 
chiefs and people of the different territories with each other, and with the chiefs and people of the 


surrounding countries, 
ARTICLE IV. 


The persons and property of the subjects of the Queen of England shall be inviolate, and they 
shall be permitted to aid on trade freely in every part of the territories of the chiefs parties 
hereto, and they may have houses and factories therein, and the said chiefs pledge themselves to 
show no favour to the ships and traders of other countries which they do not show to the subjects 
of Her Majesty the Queen of England. 


ARTICLE V. 
No Parrah or country law of any kind is to be enforced seen the subjects of the Queen of 
England, but if they wrong or injure the people of the chiefs parties hereto, application shall be 
le to the Governor of Sierra Leone aud Senior Naval Officer, who will not allow the guilty be 
unpunished, but will do all in their power to compel the subjects of the Queen of England to C) 
reparation for the wrongs they may Live committed. 


ARTICLE VI. 
The Ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise their calling 
within the territories of the chiefs parties hereto, who hereby guarantee to them full protection. 
In faith whereof we have hereunto eet our hands and seals, on board Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“ Centaur,” off Gallinas, this 2nd day of February, 1850. 


his 

HUGH DUNLOP, SHAPHA » PAMAH, 

Commander of Her Majesty's sloop mark, 

“ Alert,” and Senior Officer o, Chief of Solyman. 
the Northern Division. v his ie lisa 
his SANDFISH a 

PRINCE > MANNA, brat 

Hex, J King of Sugury. 

his 
JOHN SHAPHA > ROGERS, GEO. 4 ROBIN, 
mark. 
art King of Manna River. 
JAMES WESTO: 
NPs ROGERS. TOM $4 COLE, 

LUCINI »4 ROGERS, Chief of Manna Rock. 

mark. his 

his PRINCE » CAIN, 
JAMES }< ROGERS, mark. 

mark & an Chief of Cape Mount. 
SHANISEE 4, DWARO p41 MAMBO, 


mark. 


Chiefs of Galinas. mat Chief of Solyman. 
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Signed and sealed in our presence this: seeond day of February; 1850. 
(Signed) C. A. W. BUCKLE, Captain, Her Majesty's ship “ Contour.” 
WM. A. PARKER, Interpreter. 
THOS. L. GORDON, Interpreter to Prince Manna. 


_ By virtue of the power deputed to me, I hereby declare the approval'of Her Majesty the Queen, 


my mistress, to the above engagement. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, 
Commodore.and Commander -in-ohief. 





No. 162. 
Rear-Admival: Reynolds to the Secretary: to. the Admiralty.—{Received April. 11.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Monte Video, January 8, 1850. 


IN a report of proceedings from Commander Schomberg, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop “ Cormorant,” dated 23rd: ultimo,,is.an account. of’ his cruizing for 
the suppression of the Slave. Trade (im: abedienee: to- orders: I had. given. him),. 
which I thmk: may prove interesting to their Lordships, and. from which. there- 
fore I beg to transmit an extract. 

The activity of the Slave Trade along this extensive coast would be almost 
incredible, were not the sources of information so highly respectable. Her 
Majesty’s. Chargé d’Affaires at Bio, in a. letter. ta. Commander. Schomberg, dated. 
15th ultimo, mentions eight: vessels . fitted: for the Slave: Trade; being. about to 
proceed to the Mozambique during the last month, and three others expected from 
the. coast of Africa ;, whilst. the Vice-Consul at Santos writes to tell'me of several’ 
vessels from. the. Coasti being. daily expected,.and: of others. fitting, out. at Santos.. 

Commander Schomberg: is very zealous: but: when: there are: so: many 
coasting steamers: acting against us wherever we go, the chance: of making’ 
captures with our present reduced squadron is very uncertain. 

I Have,. &.. 
(Signed). B.. REYNQLDS,, Rear- Admiral. 





Inclosure in No. 162. 


Commander Schomberg to. Rear-Aulmiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) - “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, December 23, 1849. 


ON. the morning. of: the 9th. instant, L boarded. thea “Carioca,” Brazilian. steamer, off the. 
Alcatrasses, which vessel was apparently screening herself under’ those islands Her papers. 
showed her to be bound to the town of St. Sebastian, on. the. maiu, but.she:was considerably out of- 
her proper course to that place, and she had tow-ropes on her paddle-boxes, and the master of her 
made a lame excuse for being where he was, in consequence of having hurt his leg in the night. 

This vessel exciting my suspicions, I watched her through the St. Sebastian Channel, 

The evening of the same day I observed; on anchoring for the night: under Mount: Friego, 
another steamer which I chased off the ground. This vessel, I: find; was the “ Bertioga,” carrying’ 
intelligence of me to Santos. 

On the evening of the 10th, I observed asseamer. under the-Islaad of: Vittoria,.who on. per- 
ceiving me turned round, and evidently seemed to try to dodge me round the island. I chased him 
for an hour and a quarter, and after firing two shots with distant charges, brought-to.this same 
“Carioca.” He had not the cargo of coffee in for which he had said he was going to St. Sebastian, 
but was empty, and had a few passengers on board, apparently slave-dealers. 

This man, I hear, has reported me at Rio for boarding him twice. 

On the morning of the 12th, at daylight, I observed two steamers, apparently from Rio, steam- 
ing and sailing along shore, and on their making me out, bebind Vittoria, they shortened sail, which 
created suspicion, and secing them to be the well-known “ Serpente” and the * Bertioga,” I steamed 

" easily astern of them right through the inner channel of St. Sebastian. 

When in a little bay of the island, where there is a gun mounted, and a flag-staff, too high up 
for me to have seen before, when looking up this channel from the entrance, I observed a fine barque 
with her top-sail at the mast-head, no doubt ready for the “ Serpente” to tow her out, had I 
not appeared. I boarded her, but could not search of course where she was; she proved to be the 
“Santa Cruz,” mentioned in my first paragraph; ber hatches were covered up, and her cargo of 
slaves had apparently been landed some days; she had no papers, but the master said he had arrived 
from Monte Video ten days ago. 

T have been thus particular in reporting the occurrences with the Rio steamers, to show you, 
Sir, in case of complaint of me hereafter to the Brazilian Government, that it has not been without 
ample cause that I have watched their movements, as well as slave-vessels; indeed I have no doubt 
I shall by-and-bye catch some of them under weigh with slaves on board, or towing slave-vessels, 
and I shall be glad to make an example of one of such obstacles as they prove to my duty, 
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No. 163. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 11.) 
(@xtract.) ‘* Southampton,” Monte Video, January 21, 1850, 


I BEG to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, an extract from the report of proceedings of Her Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Cormorant,” detailing the particulars of her capture of the slave barque 
“ Santa Cruz,” and the subsequent destruction of that vessel. 





‘Inclosure 1 in No. 163. 
‘Commanier Schomberg to Rear- Admiral Reynolds. 


-(Extrect.) ““Cormerant,” ‘Rio de Janeiro, January “7, 1850. 


THE barque proved to be the “ Santa Cruz,” under Brazilian colours, which I before reported 
as having landed her cargo of slaves in this neighbourhood, and she displayed the following liabilities 
to seizure, viz. +— 

1. Most abominable stench. 

2. No log. : a 

3. Great part of slave-deck laid forward and aft, and the remainder of it stowed in the hold, 

marked and ready for laying; height of slave-deck, 3 feet 10 inches. 

4. Grating hatches disguised with plank. 

5. Large galley on eae and fittings for another, ‘which waa:not.on beard. 

6. Wooden spoons for feeding slaves. 

‘7. Large tub for mixing slave food in. 

8. Large necessary tub for slaves. 

9. Binnade fitted to darken, used in slave-vessels. 

I therefore took possession of her. I landed all the crew of the “ Santa Crue” (except the 
master and two others), none of whom appeared to have been in the vessel during her last slave 
trip, and sent Lieutenant de Kantzow, with a party of men, to prosecute the search, and take charge 
of her for the night. ‘In the morning he reported to me that the three détenus had left the vessél ‘in 
a canoe ; thus showing that they aalaiobladged the inutility of defending her against adjudication. 

This vessel had no log, her engagement to proceed from Rio de Janeiro to Rio de la Plata, 
touching at Paranagu4, according to her clearance, dated last July, had not been fulfilled, the master 
stating that he had put into St. Sebastian three months since, in consequence of discovering a leak ; 
not one of the original crew, shown by his papers, were then on board; he said that they had all 
ran away. 

When before sent an officer on board her, at anchor in the Straits of St. Sebastian, under 
Brazilian protection, the same master said he had arrived ten days before-from Monte Video. 
ne tect whole of the commnnication I obtained on board this vessel comprised a tissue of confused 

ehoods. 

On the morning of Saturday, the 5th instant, having received from the surveying officers their 
“report-of the vessel’s condition (a copy of which I inclose herewith), and not feeling myself justified 
im resorting to the expense and inconvenience to Her Majesty's service of making a vessel in such a 
state seaworthy, I directed the officers to ascertain her measurement, and having towed her out to 
sea, I caused her to be destroyed, by burning and sinking her. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 
Report of Survey of the “ Santa Cruz.” 


IN pursuance of an order from Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “Cormorant,” we whose names are hereunto subscribed have been on board the 
captured slave-barque “ Santa Cruz,” and having held a strict and careful survey on her condition 
and state as to sea-worthiness, do make the following report of our proceedings :— 

Under starboard buttock close to light load-line one plank has started, and the butt fastenings 
are entirely defective, so much so that a caulking iron was pierced through to the lining, two streaks 
below the Winds on port-side ; but fastenings in several places gone and cemented over, one of the 
butt ends on port-quarter started and filled up with cement. She is sheathed with fir outside, the 
wooden ends of which are started on starboard bow, and the fastenings defective on both quarters, 
the copper entirely worn off her bottom, and sheathing under apparently very bad. ‘ 

The decks are very defective in the waist in wake of water ways and the stancheong, her main 
‘ceiling very defective, and lined over in the midship-part of the vessel. aes 

The fastenings of stern frame entirely worn-out amd gone, ‘snd the stern-posts by the wing 
“transoms considerably started, the main,pieco of-rudder sprung, the -head knees started, and lacing 
“piece defective. 

; ‘The fore-mast ‘end mizen-mast quite ‘rotten, ‘the ‘pumps very defective, the port one of no nse 
whatever. 

She is now-making half-inch-water per hour, laymg at anchor, and ‘the master states that when 
at sea-she makes as muchas seven inches. Be 

She is too light to go to sea without ballast, putting which imto her ‘would in our opinion 
make her leak at least a foot-an-hour, from-her being so defective above her light load line, and 
“especially sbout her stern-post. 

We therefore consider her quite unfit to undertake the passage to St. Helens, 
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And we declare that we have performed this survey with such care and accuracy, that we are 
willing if required to make declaration to the impartiality and correctness of our proceedings. 
Given under our hands, on board Her Majesty’s ship “Cormorant,” this 4th day of January, 


1850. 
(Signed) C. M. LUCKRAFT, Senior Lieutenant, ) Her Majesty's 
T. W. SULIVAN, Master, steam-sloop 
SAMUEL BARTLETT, Carpenter, “ Cormorant.” 
Approved. 


(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 





Tnclosure 3 in No. 163. 


Report of Destruction of the “Santa Cruz.” 


IN pursuance of an’ Order from Herbert Schomberg, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop “Cormorant,” we whose names are hereunto subscribed have been on board the captured 
slave-barque “ Santa Cruz,” and having measured her for tonnage, we find her to be as follows :— 


Length along deck de os oe 99 feet. 
Mean breadth of three measures .. re sis 25 
Depth down pump-well.. is < ae 16 ,, 
Length of rise on deck .. ne se ae 27 yy 
Depth of rise on deck .. ie ss i hare 


Breadth of rise on deck... is 24 (iy, 


And having done go we then set her on fire; and we have performed this service with the 
strictest care and equity. 
Given under. our hands, on board Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Cormorant” at sea, Busias 
Islands north-west about 20 miles, the 5th January, 1850. 
(Signed) C. M. LUCKRAFT, Senior Lieutenant, ) Her Majesty's 
T. W. SULIVAN, Master, ship 
SAM. BARTLETT, Carpenter, f ant.” 


Approved. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 





No. 164. ° 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 11.) 


Sir, ‘* Southampton,” Monte Video, January 22, 1850. 


I HAVE much pleasure in transmitting, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, Commander Schomberg’s statement of the 
capture, by the “Cormorant,” of the Brazilian slave-barque “ Paulina,” and I 
also beg to inclose his account of an American who was engaged by the slaver 
to assume American nationality (as the nominal captain) in the event of her 
being boarded by a British cruizer. 

On the arrival of the ‘‘ Cormorant ” at this anchorage, the particulars of 
this man’s case were submitted to Commodore Storer, of the United States’ 
ship “ Brandywine,” who, having consulted with the American Consul, that 
functionary declined having anything to do with the culprit, as he was not able 
to prove him to be an American, and Commander Schomberg consequently 
landed the impostor at Monte Video at his own request. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, Rear-Admiral. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 164. 
Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) c “ Cormorant,” Monte Video, January 19, 1850. 


ON the evening of the 12th at dusk I observed a barque under sail with her head to the 
southward, off Paranagua. I immediately chased her and at 10 o'clock boarded her. The master, 
an American, was furious, would show no colour, log, or any papers, except an old American register, 
dated 13th June, 1848, for a vessel called the “Chester,” and protested most violently in the name 
of the American nation, against my lifting one of the after hatches, which I did, considering myself 
justified by his failing to prove his nationality. 

Although he called the few men on deck his whole crew, whom he represented to be Americans, 
lifting the hatch abaft, a number of men were exposed to view. He still resisted all persuasion to 
hoist bis colours, or show a manifest. I therefore detained him and sent Lieutenant de Kantzow on 
board with an armed party to take possession ; when the boat returned, Lieutenant de Kantzow 
sent me word that upwards of sixteen Brazilians had made their appearance from below, begging 
that the hatches might be taken off. I then took him in tow to an anchorage in shore, and on 
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Sunday morning the 13th instant, at 5 a.m. sent Mr. Luckraft, the Senior Lieutenant, on board to 
relieve the Second Lieutenant, who on his return reported her to be most completely fitted for her 
outward-bound voyage to the Mozambique, having her slave-deck laid, slave-coppers below con- 
cealed, leaguers, &c. He also brought on board her Brazilian papers, stating her to be the 
“ Paulina,” of 331 tons, from Rio to Paranagua and Monte Video. I took on board twenty-six of 
the crew, leaving the master and two others on board in charge of the Senior Lieutenant. 

On rejoining my prize the next morning the 14th instant, I put on board her Mr. E. C. Smyth, 
an intelligent and experienced master’s assistant, eight seamen, and two gunners Royal Marine 
Artillery, and dispatched her with sailing orders to the Island of St. Helena for adjudication, leaving 
on board the master and two of the crew. 

: I then proceeded to St. Catherine's Bay, as the most convenient place on the Brazilian coast, to 
land the remaining Brazilian portion of the “ Paulina,” twenty-five in number, which I effected at 
noon on the 15th instant, retaining the American who called himself the master for your disposal, 
reporting his case to you in a separate letter. 

I beg to add that a search on board the “ Paulina” produced 5324 silver dollars, which I sent 
over in her to the court, and a subsequent examination of the effects of the prisoners gave 17 
half-doubloons and 228 silver dollars, which I intend remitting to Messrs. Halford and Co., Norfolk- 
street, Strand, our prize agents. I have since learnt that a much larger amount, viz. 7,500 gold 
dollars, is remaining on board, concealed in the casks of farinha, stowed below forward. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 164. 


Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, * Cormorant,” Monte Video, January 19, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have thought it incumbent on me, under the 
following circumstances, to detain on board Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Cormorant,” under my 
command, the American subject John Murray, whom I captured in the “ Paulina” barque, fitted 
for slaves, in order that you may dispose of him as you may think fit, considering that his conduct 
tomy boarding officers and myself, and the false assumption of American protection for his nefarious 

ractices, in which he seems an experienced hand, claim the exaction of some account of himself 
fore the authorities of his own country. : 

The following is a statemeut of his case :— 

About 9°30 p.m. on the 12th instant, within fifteen or twenty miles east of Paranagné, I sent 
Lieutenant de Kantzow (in proper uniform) in a cutter, having an English ensign flying, to board 
a barque under sail which I had observed and given chase to about sunset, but had lost and then 
regained sight of. Lioutenant de Kantzow returned to the “Cormorant” to inform me that she was 
a suspicious vessel, the master of her stating she was an American barque, and producing an old 
register of the “Chester,” but refusing to show any other papers or to muster his crew. I instantly 
went on board, taking with me Mr. de Kantzow and Mr. T. W. Sulivan, the master. 

On passing under her stern and holding up a lanthorn, “ Chester, of New York,” was apparent! 
just fresh painted on it. On getting on her deck the person named in the margin presented himself 
as the master, and on my demand to see his papers refused to show any other but an old register 
of a vessel called the “Chester,” dated July, 1848. He said by the laws of his country he had no 
right to show his nationality, saying the few men then on deck composed his crew, which he 
refused to muster. 

I desired him to hoist his ensign, which at first he pretended to be determined to do, but when 
I continued to insist on it he refused, asking where was ours, and how was he to know what uni- 
form we wore. I then ordered up the English ensign from the stern of the boat where it was flying 
(it being dark) to show him, and ordered the men out of my boat to lift the after hatch, which they 
did, exposing to view some dry casks stowed to imitate an American cargo, and the same time bunks 
with men lying down in them. He then bocame furious, striking his breast and calling down the 
vengeance of the United States on me, declared he would have nothing more to do with the vessel ; 
she might go on shore ; ordered the men not to touch a rope—that we were answerable—each act 
accompanied with violent gestures and blasphemous oaths. 

Thinking from his earnestness that it was possible she might be an American vessel, com- 
manded by an eccentric, obstinate man, I returned on board ; and after determining to take the 
vessel to St. Catherine's, where there is an American Consul, I sent on board the Senior Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Luckraft, to endeavour to obtain a sight of his papers, and get him to hvist his ensign. 
All being without effect I sent an armed party on board under the Second Lieutenant to take posses- 
sion of her, proceeding ahead in the “Cormorant” to take her in tow, and on my boat’s return I was 
informed that she was the “ Paulina,” a Brazilian vessel, and that numbers of Brazilians had come 
up from below, the whole crew amounting to twenty-nine persons ; her slave-deck and fittings 
complete, and a set of Brazilian papers, as per margin*, obtained of course by false repre- 
sentations. 

I then towed her in shore to an anchorage as a prize, and found in the morning, that the name 
on the stern had been dexterously painted out during the night. 

This man on confessing his failure of establishing American nationality for the vessel, said we 
were the first English vessel that had succeeded against him, he having taken in the officers of the 
“ Bonetta,” “ Firefly,” “Contest,” and others. 

It seems he did not leave Rio Janeiro in her (whence she sailed on the 4th equipped for the Mozam- 
Dique), but was put on board her outside that harbour by a tug steamer to act as second mate, but 
more particularly to exercise his hitherto successful plan of adopting American nationality as a 
screen when required. , 

Thinking the fraudulent usurper of false national protection in this flagrant instance ought not 
again to be let loose to repeat his villainy, I have taken the step with which I thus make you 
acquainted, requesting your further instructions thereon. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 





* Passport, Register, Manifest, List of Crew, Clearance. 
Ciass A. 2G 
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No. 165. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty (Received April 11.) 


Sir, & Southampton,” Monte Video, January 22, 1850, © 


WHEN requesting you to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the accompanying report from Commander Schomberg, upon the 
subject of the Slave Trade, as carried on upon a portion of the coast of Brazil, 
I beg you will inform their Lordships that I am induced to transmit such 
copious reports and extracts upon this subject, in order that their Lordships 
may clearly see the nature of the obstacles which the cruizers for the suppres- 
sion of that traffic have to contend against. 

. I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 165. 


- Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds, 


(Extract.) “ Cormorant,” off St. Catherine's, January 15, 1850. 


WITH reference to the intelligence respecting the Traffic in Slaves on the coast of Brazil, the 
experience of my late inspection of the neighbourbood of the Ieland of St. Sebastian enables me to 
-state to you the open and glaring manner in which it scems to be carried on in that island. 

By the appearance of the buildings on the west side of it, and the number of canoes on the 
beach, it would appear that it is inhabited by people who make the removal of slaves along the 
coast their trade, active steamers and coasters being constantly on these straits between St. Sebastian 
Island and the main. 

In many of the little sandy bays on the coast are buildings like barracoons, and boats hauled 
up, and in Sombrico, besides the slave receptacles at the head of the bay near the two islands, 
there is in a beautiful land-locked creek, where I anchored in seven fathoms, a slave esta- 
blishment, which on examination proved to contain spare coppers, open hatches, leaguers, &6., 
ready for vessels, chains in the rocks for mooring close to, and on the hill above a rope walk. We 
found no inhabitants there during our stay. 

I was informed from an authentic source on the 6th instant, that the brig “ Lucifer,” one of the 
vessels I reported to you as expected to arrive in the neighbourhood of St. Sebastian, had on the 
previous Wednesday (the 2nd instant) after a tedious voyage from the Mozambique, fetched the 
part of the coast of Brazils near Rio Grande, where, being apprizcd by the “ Serpente” steamer of 
our position near St. Sebastian, she at once pushed on shore, and landed the surviving 200 of her 
slaves in a sickly state, and thence proceeded to Cape Frio. 

When in the middle of coaling and taking in provisions for the ‘‘Southampton,” on the 8th 
instant, I learnt that the “Serpente” steamer had just embarked near the entrance of Rio Harbour, 
under the very eyes of the Brazilian authorities, 750 slaves taken out of the barque “ Del Mundo,” 
alias “Anonyma” (also reported to you by me as expected), on or near, as I can learn, the very spot I 
had been awaiting her till within two days of her arrival, when I left in consequence of your orders 
received by the “ Harpy.” She was 61 days out, is 298 tons burden, high and short, has quarter 
boats, and bore American colours in disguise when chased. 

On discharging her cargo she went to the Island of Abrigo and anchored, I am told, but not 
being there when I went to look for her on my way to Monte Video, I supposed she had slipped 
into Cavanca or some creek in the neighbourhood. 

It seems these two vessels left Quillimane together ; the barque taking the round outside the 
Island of Madagascar accounts for her later arrival, and the result of the time of the arrival on this 
coast of the “ Santa Cruz,” “ Lucifer,” and “ Del Mundo,” shows the correctness of the information 
respecting them which was given to Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, and proves the importance of 
the preference J gave to St. Sebastian as a cruizing-ground, had not the activity of the “ Serpente,” 
and unavoidable circumstances prevented the interception of their cargoes. 

With respect to “sealed manifests,” as in the case of the “ Hannibal,” boarded by me, reported 
in my letter of proceedings, I understand several of the Brazilian vessels have only sealed up 
manifests directed to authorities at the port to which they profess to be bound; it is therefore 
impossible to deal satisfactorily with such vessels, although they are all very suspicious, and I believe 
most of those under Sardinian colours change owners and become slavers. 

Of the crew of the “ Paulina,” captured by me, I learn that the Brazilian who is gone to St. 
Helena as the master, is the paper master only, or first mate in reality, and that a respectable- 
looking Italian, named Vincente Madeline, a native of Ancona, but resident with his family at Rio, 
is the actual captain, and he seemed an experienced hand. He remarked that the Brazilian 
Ministers had slaves themselves, and that the English houses at Rio, particularizing Maxwell's, by 
their imports chicfly supported the Slave Trade. 

The owner of the “ Paulina” was also on board, named H. Ramos ; he told me, on inquiry, that 
he was brother to the owner of the “ Serpente ;” there are also two other brothers resident on the 
coast of Africa. When at Rio I understood that the “Serpente’? Ramos had just purchased an 
American whaler for the Slave Trade. 

IT understood from Mr. Hudson, that tho large ship expected off St. Scbastian, between this date 
and the 25th instant, is the last vessel expected from the Mozambique at present, but that several 
may be expected to the northward at the end of January and in February. 


Deen een  EEEIEEESSSSSEIEE no 
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No. 166. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 11.) 
Sir, “ Centaur,” off Gallinas, February 4, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter to you of this day’s date, detailing the par- 
ticulars of a palaver held on board this ship, on the 2nd instant, with the 
chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, I have the honour to request you will be 
pleased to acquaint my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, having 
satisfied myself that those chiefs had now as completely fulfilled the engage- 
ments of the Treaty concluded by them with Captain Denman as was in their 
power, viz., having expelled all the foreign slave-dealers from their territories, 
destroyed all their buildings and boats, and given up 562 slaves to be liberated, 
who had been kept for exportation by the slave-dealers, and executed a new 
Treaty with me, on the part of Her Majesty; I have this day declared the 
blockade of their coast to be raised, of which I shall give immediate notice to 
Her Majesty’s Governors at Sierra Leone and Gambia, and to all the foreign 
authorities within the limit of my command, and of which I trust their Lord- 
ships and Her Majesty’s Government will approve. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, Commodore. 
No. 167. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 11.) 
(Extract.) “ Centaur,” off Gallinas, February 4, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter to you of this day’s date, announcing, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I had declared 
the blockade of the Gallinas to be raised, I have to request you will be pleased 
to acquaint their Lordships that I have directed Commander Marsh, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Heroine,” the senior officer of the Northern Division, to con- 
tinue Mr. Parker, the pilot and interpreter, with ten kroomen (armed) on shore, 
at Mina, a town within the Gallinas Bar (where he had been placed by Com- 
mander Dunlop), for the purpose of giving every information as to the progress 
of legal trade at that place, or of any attempts to reopen the Slave Trade in the 
vicinity, as well as generally of the disposition of the chiefs to act in amity in 
the suppression of it. 4 

Should Her Majesty’s Government entertain the suggestion on the 
subject which I ventured to make in my despatch of the 18th November 
last, and with respect to my despatches generally on the subject of the 
suppression of the Slave Trade ‘at this place, I would beg leave respectfully, 
through their Lordships, to call the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to 
the necessity I conceive there will now be for great precaution, on the part of 
Government of Sierra Leone, to prevent any of those persons who have been 
expelled from Gallinas from landing there, either with the purpose of opening 
communication with their old friends, or finding a way from thence again to 
the Gallinas; in short, that coming there again, having been avowed slave- 
dealers, they should be immediately placed under a surveillance. 

My belief also, is, that at Free Town some of those slave-dealers have 
had their agents long established, who furnish them with information, pur- 
chase the furniture, &c., of captured slave-vessels for them, and generally 
transact their business ; and that it would be very desirable if any measure could 
be proclaimed and enforced, which should meet such persons. 





No. 168. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received April 11.) 
Sir, “ Centaur,” off Gallinas, February 4, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter of this date, I have the honour to inclose an 
original copy of the Treaty, executed on the 2nd instant, with the chiefs of 
Gallinas and Solyman, for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, 


2G2 
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Inclosure in No. 168. 
Engagement with the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman. 


ARTHUR FANSHAWE, Esquire, Companion of the Most Honourable Mili Order of the Bath, ' 
Commodore of the First Class, and Commander-in-chief of Her Majesty's ships and vessels 
on the west coast of Africa, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, and the Chiefs 
of Gallinas and Solyman, and of the neighbourhood, on the part of themselves and of their 
country, have agreed upon the following Articles and Conditions :— : 


ARTICLE I. 


The export of slaves to foreign countries is for ever abolished in the territories of the Chiefs of 
Gallinas and Solyman, and the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman engage to make and to proclaim a 
law prohibiting any of their subjects, or any person within their jurisdiction, from selling or 
assisting in the sale of any slave for transportation to a foreign country ; and the Chiefs of Gallinas 
and Solyman promise to inflict a severe punishment on any person who shall break this Law. 


ARTICLE II. 


No European, or other person whatever, shall be permitted to reside within the territory of 
the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, for the purpose of carrying on in any way the Tratfic in 
Slaves ; and no houses, or stores, or buildings of any kind whatever, shall be erected for the purpose 
of Slave Trade, within the territory of the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman; and if any such 
houses, stores, or buildings, shall at any future time be erected, and the Chiefs of Gallinas and 
Solyman shall fail or be unable to destroy them, they may be destroyed by any British officers 
employed for the suppression of Slave Trade. 


ARTICLE III. 


If at any time it shall appear that Slave Trade has been carried on through or from the 
territory of the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, the Slave Trade may be put down by Great 
Britain by force upon that territory, and British officers may seize the boats of Gallinas and 
Solyman found anywhere carrying on the Slave Trade: and the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman will 
be subject to a severe act of displeasure on the part of the Queen of England. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The subjects of the Queen of England may always trade freely with the people of Gallinas 
and Solyman, in every article they may wish to hey and sell in all the places, sail partes and rivers, 
within the territories of the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, and throughout the whole of their 
dominious ; and the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman pledge themselves to show no favour, and 
ive no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries, which they do not show to those of 


ngland. 
ARTICLE V. 

Power is hereby expressly reserved to the Republic of France to become a Party to this Treaty? 
if the Republic of France should think fit, agreeably to the provisions of Article V of the Con- 
— between Her Majesty and the late King of the French, signed at London, on the 29th 

ay, 1845. 


In faith of which we have hereunto set our hands and seals, off Gallinas, the 2nd day of 
February, 1850, on board Her Majesty's steam-ship ‘‘ Centaur.” 


hi 
ARTHUR FANSHAWE, + PRINCE © MANNA, 
Commodore and Commander-in-chief. mark, 
his 
his JNO. SHAPHA » ROGERS, 
SHAPHA p¢ PAMAH, mark, 
mark. his 
his JAS. WESTON * ROGERS, 
DWARO » MAMBO, Cue 
mark. * his 
‘ LUCINI * ROGERS, 
his mark. 
SHANISEE ><, 
mark. 


his 
Chiefs of Solyman. JAMES (P2 ROGERS, 
Chiefs of Gallinas. 


Signed and sealed in our presence, this second day of February, 1850. 


C. M. W. BUCKLE, é his 
Captain of Her Majesty's ship SANDFISH », 
“ Centaur.” mark. 
; King of Sugury. 
HUGH DUNLOP, his 
Cuptain of Her Myesty’s ship TOM COLE, 
* Alert.” " . 
WM. L. INCH, sk ae Chief of Manna Rock. 
Secretary to the Commander. GEO. » ROBIN, 
in-chtef. mark, 
WM. A. PARKER, King of Manna River. 
Interpreter. 
By virtue of the power deputed to me, I hereby declare the approval of Her Majesty the Queen 
my mistress to the above engagement. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, 


Commodore and Commander-in-chief. 
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No. 169. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 11.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Gallinas, February 4, 1850. 


1. WITH reference to the 10th paragraph of my despatch to you, of the 
18th of November last, and my. instructions to Commander Dunlop, should any 
further application be made to him by the chiefs of the coast for assistance . 
against the Zaro people, an inland tribe; I have the honour to inclose, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter 
which I have received from Commander Marsh, of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“* Heroine,” detailing his proceedings in consequence, during the Arbitrator’s 
absence, and previous to my arrival. 

2. I believe Commander Marsh’s judicious demonstration had a salutary 
effect in checking the approach of the Zaro men. 

3. The different chiefs of the coast having now put an end to their feuds, 
and pledged themselves to support each other, I have little doubt, if they will 
act in concert, that they will be able to repel any further aggression of these 
Zaro people; indeed I have already learnt that King Robin, of Manna River, 
has obtained some success over them, and I have informed the chiefs that any 
assistance we render them will be confined to what can be done by the boats 
with their guns in the rivers, in the healthy season, and that they must not 
expect any co-operation on shore, in the interior; and my instructions to Com- 
mander Marsh are thus limited ; as I am convinced that such is the disposition 
of these natives, that if they once were allowed to look for our assistance 
beyond a certain point, they would never make any effort for themselves. 

f T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 169. 
Commander Marsh to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Heroine,” Gallinas, January 10, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report to you that the “ Alert” sailed for Sierra Leone on the 2n 
instant, leaving me directions to render such assistance, on written requisition from the Chiefs, as 
might be necessary, to prevent the Zaro people from occupying the towns of Juringe and Gindimar, 
belonging to the Chiefs of Solyman and Gallinas. 

he “Wolverine” arrived here on the 4th instant, and placed herself under my orders, in 
obedience to directions from Commander Dunlop. 

I have now, Sir, to represent, that on the 5th and 6th instant I received two letters from 
Mr. Parker, pilot and interpreter, who is residing at Mina, left behind from Her Majesty's sloop 
“ Alert,” requesting that assistance would be given to relieve the town of Juringe, which the Zaro 
people had invested; also one from the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman to the same purport. 

On the morning of the 8th instant, I landed with my kroomen, and those of the ‘“ Wolverine,” 
in our pinnace and gig, taking with me my gig’s crew to work the pinnace’s gun, being told by Mr. 
Parker, who came on board the day previous, they would suffice for the service; but on our 
interview with Prince Manna, and other Chiefs of Gallinas at Mina, was informed by them that 
the town of Juringe was in possession of the Zaro people; I therefore considered it would be 
advisable to increase the party ; I then sent for the pinnace’s crew and marines of “ Heroine,” 
which were brought by Commander Falcon in the “ Wolverine” boats to the beach, and landed by 
me in canoes on the evening of the 8th instant. 

Aided by Mr, Parker, and the six kroomen of the “ Alert,” we proceeded to Juringe at 
daylight on the morning of the 9th, in company with the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, and their 
followers in canves. 

On arriving at this place at 1 p.m., I found that the Zaro people bad, upon hearing of our 
approach, deserted it in the morning, at the same time carrying off the people and goods, and 
removing the gates of the stockade. 

On assembling the Chiefs there, I learned that the Zaro people had taken and were in 
possession of another town belonging to Shapha Pamah, Chief of this district, about three miles 
above Juringe, the possession of which would materially injure our allies. A slave that had 
belonged to the Spaniards at Gullinas ran in, having escaped from the Zaro people there, and givin; 
himself up to us, said they intended to proceed to Gindimar to attack it as soon as they cold 
cross the river. 

I, therefore,’on this statement and requisition, proceeded to the town called Siman, to relieve it ; 
on our arrival before the stockade we were fired on; I immediately made an attack with the 
boat’s gun, followed np with our small arms, when they deserted and fired the stockade and town, 
retreating into the bush, leaving a small gun behind, which they had used against us, of which I 
took possession, brought down to Mina, and gave to Mr. Parker, for King Robin of Manna River. . 
The natives also brought in four muskets and some swords, which I allowed them to keep. 

They also deserted another stockade, called Saroun, close to, lately built and belonging to: 
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ere which was also set fire to, and a third was fired by the native chiefs who accom- 
ied us. 

Immediately this service was performed, I refreshed my crew at a village on the opposite side 
of the river belong to Prince Manna, who pressed me much to remain until the morning, but feeling 
that I had performed the service for which I landed, and being anxious that my party should be 
exposed as short a time as possible to the effects of the river, I left at sunset, and reached Mina 
at 11 p.m. the same night, and returned on board the “ Heroine” this morning. 

I have much pleasure in stating that the service has been performed without any loss or casualty 
to our party. 

T have not been able to ascertain the loss beyond five killed on the other side, but should 
imagine it severe, as they sought shelter in the bush close by the beach, and into which I was under 
the painful necessity of firing many rounds of grape and canister to dislodge them. 

We had much hard pulling in the boats, and were frequently obliged to hoist the pinnace over 
the shoals both in going up and coming down ; but I have much pleasure in stating that the men 
worked well, and performed the whole duty with great cheerfulness. 

I beg to recommend to your notice Lisuteasot H. W. Corneck, and Mr. E. S. Meara, mid- 
shipman, who were in the pinnace ; as well as Mr. Richard K. H. Radcliffe, passed clerk, who took 
charge of a party of Kroomen in “ Alert’s” jolly boat; and D, Henry Edmonds, M.D., who was 
with me in the gig. I was greatly assisted by Mr. Parker, pilot and interpreter, whose knowledge 
of the river and natives was of great service. 

Not knowing what might occur during my absence, I felt it necessary to leave the Senior 
Lieutenant in charge of the “Heroine,” which accounts for his absence in this expedition, which be 
was only too anxious to join, as well as others on board. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) J. B. MARSH, Commander. 
No. 170. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 16.) 
Sir, “ Castor,” Cape of Good Hope, January 26, 1850. 


I REQUEST you will inform my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
that I received a report (the copy of which I have the honour to inclose) from 
Lieutenant Crowder, commanding Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Dee,’’ em- 
ployed in the Mozambique Channel for the suppression of the Slave Trade, 
stating that, on the 18th November last, the day after the “‘ Dee” reached her 
station on the east coast of Africa, he made disposition to explore the River 
Angozha, to ascertain if the Slave Trade was carried on in that vicinity, pre- 
viously to placing a watch over the mouth of the river against the entry of 
vessels engaged in that traffic; and having proceeded near to the Arab settle- 
ment with a view to examine a vessel lying on the banks, the inhabitants 
opened a heavy fire on the boats under his immediate command, from a three 
gun battery, and three or four hundred muskets, which he felt it his duty to 
resent, and therefore attacked the place. In two hours they silenced the 
battery, and drove the enemy back with severe loss; the only casualties, of 
which he incloses a list, being—wounded, himself slightly, one private of 
marines dangerously, three men slightly. 

Lieutenant Crowder speaks very highly of the zeal and gallantry displayed 
by the officers and men employed upon the occasion, which I cannot but 
commend to the notice of their Lordships. He had communicated with the 
Portuguese Governor of Mozambique, who appears to appreciate his treatment 
of this piratical place. 

The crew of the “Dee” were very healthy on the 26th December, and 
her boats active in cruizing for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

I beg to add that I consider Lieutenant Crowder’s conduct will have a 
very salutary effect upon the inhabitants at Angozha, and much dishearten the 
slave-dealers on the coast. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 170. 


Lieutenant Crowder to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, “ Dee,” off Quillimane, December 22, 1849. 


I HAVE the hononr to report the arrival of Her Majesty's steam-vessel under my command 
at St. Augustine’s Bay on the 30th October, and having completed water and procured live bullocks, 
I sailed for Mafomale, on the coast of Africa, and arrived off the mouth of the River Angozha on 
the 15th of November. 
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Being desirous of examining the river, and to gain information as to the Slave Trade, and bein, 
well aware of the hostile disposition of the Arabs located there, I proceeded with the undermention 
force, duly armed, at 4 a.m. on the 16th of November, viz. :— 

Two pinnaces of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Castor,” with their guns. 

Two paddle-box boats, with two 18-pounders ; the cutter and gig of the “ Dee.” 

The whole force amounting to 11 officers and 78 seamen and marines. At 2°50 p.m. on the 
next day, on leading the boats up the river, I observed a large two-masted vessel high and dry on 
the beach to the right of a village, and the inhabitants to be throwing up a breastwork of sand, &c. 
Fully prepared for treachery I approached to within one hundred and fifty yards to get a nearer view 
of the vessel, when a heavy fire was opened upon the boats under my command from a three-gun 
battery and numerous musketry. I immediately ordered the boats to return the fire: this occurred 
at 4°30 in the afternoon. At 5°10 having dismounted two of the enemies’ guns, silenced their fire, 
destroyed a stockade and levelled the breastworks, I desired Mr. John Dyer, master’s assistant, in the 
second paddle-box boat, to pull in and burn the vessel, whilst the remaining boats covered his 
advance. The water, however, was too shallow to admit his reaching her ; and the tide beginning 
to ebb I withdrew the whole force into deep water, from whence I battered the vessel to pieces with 
shot and shell from the boats’ guns. By 6 p.m. the firing from the shore having ceased, I retired 
and returned to Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Dee.” 

I have the greatest pleasure in submitting to your notice the names of the officers employed on 
this service. 

Lieutenant Thos. M. Campbell, 

Mr. Christopher Albert, Second Master, . oy ma 
John Patterson, A/idshipman, Pinnaces of “ Castor. 
Geo. L. Sulivan, Afidshipman, 

Mr. Wm. McMahon, Assistant Surgeon, 

J. O. Jones, Acting Quartermaster, 

John Dyer, Master’s Assistant, ie “a 

Donald McGregor, Assistant Engineer, Boats of the “ Dee, 
*Jas. S. Watts, Afaster, 

Benj. C. White, Passed Clerk, 

I cannot make any distinction in the cool and able conduct of the above officers and men under 
my command, 

I beg to subjoin a return of the wounded. 


Myself... Sy es o a Slightly. 
Wm. Cooper, Private, Royal Marine, “ Castor” Dangerously. 
Jos. Lobb, Able- Bodied, es si OS aDee?* Severely. 
Michael Kunnah,  .. ots “ Dee” Slightly. 
Chas. Waller, Boy, 1st Class, .. «. Dee” Slightly. 


Total—Once officer, one marine, and three seamen wounded. . 

The loss on the side of the enemy must have been very great from the nearness of the attack 
and the admirable precision of the firing from the boats’ guns, the average number of shot and shell 
fired from each boat's gun being 65 rounds. The boats have suffered more or less from the grape 
and musketry of the enemy. 

On the 20th of November, having provisioned the two pinnaces, with their proper officers for 
three weeks, and landed on the Island of Mafomale two deck tanks, each containing two tons of 
water for gencral service, I despatched them to cruize and guard the mouth of the River Angozha 
and immediate vicinity, under the command of Lieutenant Campbell. 

On the 21st I sailed for the Island of Mozambique, which I reached on the 23rd. I reported 
the foregoing circumstances to his Excellency the Governor of the place, who has expressed (in a 
letter which I beg to inclose) his concurrence with my proceedings, and recommended a blockade to 
stop the coust trade, which on my return to Mufomale I made arrangements to do. 

The boats requiring some repairs I found it necessary to remain at anchor at Mafomale, to 
make good their defects, when, on the Sth instant, Her Majesty’s sloop ‘ Pantaloon” arrived and 
communicated. 

The Slave Trade is said to be carried on between Quillimane and the Massangzain, to the north- 
ward of which there is a small negro village called Shenangana, not shown in the chart ; it lies in 
latitude 19° 45' south. At Luaho there isa coast settlement, which furnishes an agent, whose business 
it is to procure slaves from the interior. The Quillimane River, the current reports give .a larger 
ran of slaves than elsewhere, but the information on this subject is very uncertain. 

On the 11th of December, having stationed a pinnace to guard the River Angozha, another to 
eruize off the Prenira Islands, I sailed along shore to Quillimane. which I reached on the 15th 
instant. On the 19th I accompanied Commander Parker, of the ‘Pantaloon,” and visited his 
Excellency the Governor. Ilere I learnt that wood could not be procured but at an enormous 
price, whilst at Mozambique the price is thirteen Spanish dollars for 12,000 pieces, which quantit: 
weighs about nine tons, and is equal to three tons of coals for generating steam, making this 
material cheaper than at Simon’s Buy. I therefore entered into arrangements at that place for a 
supply, whenever I might have occasion to require it. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. G. CROWDER, 
Lieutenant Commanding. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 170. 


The Governor-General of Mozambique to Lieutenant Crowder. 


Bir, Mozambique, November 26, 1849. 


IN reply to your letter of the 23rd instant, wherein your views so entirely correspond with my 
own as to the blockading the Angozha River, and all other measures tending to forward the wishes of 
our respective Governments in their endeavour to put an end to the iuhumin Slave Traffic, I beg to 
return you my most sincere thanks for your very kind offered co-operation, and to assure you that 
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nothing shall be omitted by me to concur. and unite in taking every step that may be thought 
convenient for the effectual suppression of that abominable traffic. 

I am sorry, whilst you were exploring the Angozha River, you should have met with such hostile 
disposition in the inhabitants of the villages to fire at your boats: and I trust that the immediate 
return and ensuing attack on those savages by the force under your command, and the resulting 
damage suffered by them will, I hope, make them sensible of the respect they owe to civilized nations, 
and how much more regular conduct will add to their interest and Peanguillity. 

Tkave. &e. 
(Signed) DOMINGO S. DO REALLE, 
Governor-General. 





No. 171. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received April 16.) 


Sir, “ Castor,’ Cape of Good Hope, January 26, 1850. . 


I BEG to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the inclosed copy of a letter from Commander Parker, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Pantaloon,” senior officer on the east coast of Africa, detailing 
his proceedings since he has been detached from my pendant. 

From this report their Lordships will perceive that the Slave Trade is still 
carried on to a considerable extent, particularly in the vicinity of Quillimane, 
as proved by the capture of the “Revoama” (a very fine Brazilian ship of 350 
tons) by the “ Pantaloon,” on the second day of that brig’s arrival off that 
port ; also the subsequent appearance of two suspicious vessels. 

The prize, in charge of Lieutenant Montgomerie, reached Simon’s Bay on 
the 13th instant, but from the inefficiency of the ground-tackling, and a strong 
south-east wind, she went on shore. She was, however, condemned by the 
Vice-Admiralty Court. 

Commander Parker’s disposition of the small force under his orders is very 
satisfactory, and he is exceedingly active in the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
Their Lordships will also be pleased to hear that the crews were in good 
health. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 171. 


Commander Hyde Parker to Commodore Wyvill. 


(Extract.) * Pantaloon,” off Quillimane, December 26, 1849. 


HER Majesty’s brig was off Luabo on the afternoon of the 14th November ; on the 15th she 
chased a vessel which proved to be the Portuguese man-of-war brig ‘“Tejo,” from Inhambane 
bound to Mozambique ; on the 16th anchored off Quillimane, and found at anchor outside the bar a 
Portuguese coasting brig and an American ship, the “ Hannibal,” whose subsequent conduct appears 
most suspicious. The details concerning her are contained in Inclosure No. 2. She sailed on the 
17th, and the same day I sent the pinnace to Quillimane, under charge of Lieutenant Montgomerie, 
to communicate with the Governor, procure rice, and watch the entrance of the river, in case I 
should have left the anchorage. Having weighed before daylight on the 18th, I observed and chased 
a vessel, and having brought her to at 3 p.m., found her to be the Brazilian ship “ Revoama,” fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade. The boarding officer's report is in Inclosure No. 3. _ I received her 
crew on board, and sent to her a prize crew and a gig, in charge of a master (Mr. Greet), with 
directions to anchor off Quillimane and await my arrival. 

I proceeded to Luabo, where I found nothing. Returning towards Quillimane, on the 23rd, at 
2 p.m. observed a vessel on the weather-bow, which I chased and brought-to at midnight. She 
proved to be a large Portuguese ship from Mozambique, bound to Loanda and Lisbon. The board- 
ing officer's report is contained in Inclosure No. 4. An extraordinary strong south-west current of 
from forty to eighty miles was experienced from the 21st to the 25th, which day Her Majesty’s brig 
again anchored off Quillimane, and in the evening observing a vessel off Olinda, ran down to her, 
and finding her to be the prize, returned in company to Quillimane; on the 27th, the pinnace 
returned from the river, where she found nothing suspicious. Lieutenant Montgomerie’s report of his 
proceedings is in Inclosuro No. 5. The master of the Portuguese brig “Lion” having lost all his 
anchors, I lent him a kedge and the stream-chain to enable him to get out of the river. 

Not having been able to obtain any information respecting Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Dee,” 
I determined to leave the prize, to watch the entrance of the Quillimane River. While I went to 
Angozha, having procured some water from her, I proceeded on the 29th alongshore to the northward, 
and on the 8th December arrived off Mafomale Island. where I found Her Majesty's ship “ Dee” 
and the pinnace of the “Castor.” From Lieutenant Crowder’s account of his attack on the Arab 
stockade, and the wishes expressed by the Governor-General, I saw nothivg farther to be done at 
Angoza, except blockade the river ; and therefore started on my return on the 9th, leaving the “‘ Dee” 
to follow the “ Pantaloon,” when her boats were repaired, placing one at Mafomale and the other 
at Casuarina. 
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On the 12th I repassed, and spoke the prize off Quillimane, and hearing that nothing had been 
seen there, proceeded alongshore to Luabo, where I anchored for the night. The next day, coasted 
alongshore to Massangzain Bay, stood to the southward off Sofala, and returned to Quillimane on 
the 17th, having again experienced a south-west current of from forty to seventy miles a-day. I 
found Her Majesty's steam-vessel “Dee” off Quillimane, and have completed both her and the 
“ Pantaloon,” with dates from the prize, and sent shakos and empty casks on board. 

The River Quillimane has not been a day unwatched since the arrival of Her Majesty’s brig on 
the 16th November, but the ship and brig seen by Lieutenant Montgomerie have not been again 
met with. 

From what I can hear, I should consider that the greatest part of the Slave Trade is carried on 
in the Province of Quillimane, although the present Governor, Colonelde Razende, is averse to it, 
but he has no power to stop it. The Natal Kaffirs are said to have advanced as far as the southern 
bank of the Luabo River, and even to Senna, where several Portuguese officers and men have been 
killed. They attacked Inhambane, the Governor of which place, Captain Chaves, was killed by 
them in a sortie; their hostility would certainly contribute to check the exportation of slaves in 
these parts for the present. At Delagoa Bay the Governor stated that there have been no slaves 
exported for some time ; also the Angozha pirates are said to have expelled the Portuguese slave 
agent. 

The authorities at Quillimane affirm that much slave-trading is carried on to the northward of 
Mozambique, but it is doubtful whether any reliance can be placed on such statements. I have sent 
a eres pare in the prize to the Cape Hospital, otherwise the health of the ship’s company is 
very good. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HYDE PARKER, Commander. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 171. 
‘Commander Hyde Parker to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, ; “ Pantaloon,” off Quillimane, December 22, 1849. 


I HAVE the honour to forward you the following statement respecting the American shi 
“Hannibal,” boarded by Her Majesty's brig off Quillimane, and strongly suspected of being Sipemen 
in the Slave Trade. 

On arriving off Quillimane on the 16th November, I found her at anchor, and sent Lieutenant 
Montgomerie, whose statement is inclosed, to board her. 

She being under American colours, and her papers appearing correct, he made no search, and 
she sailed the next day, the 17th. 

After the capture of the Brazilian ship ‘“Revoama,” I dispatched her, in charge of Mr. Greet, 
master, to await my arrival off Quillimane, while I proceeded to Luabo. 

On Friday, the 28rd, the prize having lost her mizen topmast, anchored off Olinda River, and 
Mr. Greet states that he saw a ship-rigged vessel, which he thinks to be the “ Hannibal,” standing 
to the northward. : 

On Saturday, the 24th, the “ Hannibal” ran down from the northward, and came close to the 

rize, which had hoisted Brazilian colours, having two mast-head-men aloft, and a man in her quarter 
at, waving and hailing to her to get under weigh. 

The “ Hannibal” fore Quillimane on the 17th, rather light, and was now very deep. She had 
a crew of only ten men at that time, but was now completely crowded with men. Mr. Greet con- 
siders that she had between 30 and 40 on deck, and had no colours hoisted. 

As soon as Mr. Greet showed himself in uniform every man got out of sight as soon as possible, 
and she hauled close on a wind standing to the S.S.W. 

Although Mr. Greet did not see any negroes, there appears very little doubt that she had a full 
cargo on board. 

The boatswain of the prize ship also states that he knows her perfectly well, and that she had 
come for a cargo of slaves. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HYDE PARKER, Commander. 


Report of Lieutenant Montgomerie. 


*¢ Pantaloon,” November 16, 1849. 


The “ Hannibal,” of Sag Harbour (Betson, master) said she had lost her masts off Cape Frio, 
and went into Rio de Janeiro in distress, where her cargo was sold, and the vessel bought by an 
American (Smith, of Rio); she had a few muskets and bale goods for Quillimane, the rest of her 
cargo being general, for Batavia. 

The crew were partly Americans, and Brazilians or Portuguese, ten in all. 

Her papers, to the best of my knowledge, were correct. 

The master told me that a vessel left Quillimane about two months ago, with a cargo of slaves 
on board. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. E. MONTGOMERIE, 
: Lieutenant and Boarding Offcer. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 171. 
Commander Hyde Parker to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, * Pantaloon,” off Quillimane, December 22, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that having weighed from off Quillimane early on the 
morning of Sunday, the 18th November, I observed at daylight a vessel in the offing, which made 
every effort to escape, but at 3 p.m., having got within gun-shot, and fired twice wide of her, she 
hove-to and hoisted Brazilian colours ; I sent Mr. Greet, master, to board her, and found her fally 
equipped for the Slave Trade; slave-deck laid, fore and aft, and a regular cargo of water, farinha, 
Tice, &c. Her name is the “ Revoama,” ship-rigged, 352 tons; she is from Rio, and had some days 
previously made the land about Luabo, and sent a boat in, but had been chased off by the Portuguese 
man-of-war brig “ Tejo.” 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) HYDE PARKER, Commander. 





Report of Mr. Greet. 
Sir, “ Pantaloon,” November 18, 1849. 


HAVING boarded the Brazilian ship “ Revoama,” according to your orders, and finding her in 
every respect equipped for the Slave Trade, I hereby beg to state in what condition I found her 
hold. Her deck was complete for carrying slaves, upon which was stowed @ great quantity of rice 
and farinha, as well as firewood. Underneath her slave-deck were large casks containing water, also 
another large quantity of rice, farinha, and firewood ; and under those circumstances I deemed myself 
justified in taking possession of the said ship. (ee 

ve, &e. 


(Signed) W. GREET, Acting Master. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 171. 
Lieutenant Montgomerie to Commander Hyde Parker. 


Sir, © Pantaloon,” off Quillimane, November 27, 1849. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you of my proceedings during my absence from the 
*Pantaloon,” in charge of the “Pantaloon’s” pinnace, from the 17th of this month to the date 
hereof. : 

On the 17th, according to your orders, I went up the river to the town of Quillimane, and com- 
municated with the Governor, informing him of the “ Pantaloon’s” arrival on the coast for the pur- 
pose of suppressing the Slave Trade, also of your being anxious to co-operate with him in the ‘sup- 
pression of the same. 

There were six vessels laying off Quillimane, viz., the “ Vondoza,” a Portuguese man-of-war 
schooner, a Portuguese merchant-brig, and four coasting vessels. 

18th. I returned to the mouth of the river, where I remained till my provisions were finished, 
when I went to Quillimane to procure some. 

During my stay at the mouth of the river, no vessel entered or left the river; on the afternoon 
of the 28rd @ ship stood in towards the river, and anchored about 8 miles from the flag-staff. 

Towards evening a boat came in the river from the ship outside; I sent the Pinnace to board 
her, and inquire the name of the vessel, also if they had seen the “Pantaloom” or the pinnace 
approaching the boat; the latter put into a creek near Cape Hippopotamus, where every one left 

e boat, with the exception of one man, who, upon being interrogated, replied that he did not 
understand English, which was the only information that could be obtained from him. The following 
niorning the ship sailed, as also a brig which must have anchored during the night, or very early in 
the morning. 

On the 26th, I returned from Quillimane, and left the river this afternoon with the last quarter 
of the flood. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | J. E. MONTGOMERIE, Lieutenant. 





No. 172. 
Commander Crofton to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 22.) 


“ Rifleman,” at Sea, off Perrequé, Coast of Brazils, 
Sir, January 15, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that on the morning of the 10th instant, 
being then at anchor off Perrequé, a steamer was reported steaming out from 
the land; I weighed and steamed in chase, and at 9°30 a.m. brought her to. 
She proved to be the notorious and well-known slave-steamer ‘ Providencia,” 
alias *‘ Paquete de Santos.” 

I boarded her and commenced a vigorous search, and found as follows :— 

A new blue ensign and pendant (English), the squadron colour of this 
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and the African station, also a French national ensign and pendant, evidently 
intended to be used to deceive the cruizers of the two nations. 

Open hatchways fitted for gratings, and of a much larger size, and of a 
greater number than is necessary for a vessel engaged in lawful trade. Her 
main hatchway is enlarged over the main-beams and combings, scarped so that 
no cargo could be struck down, but evidently intended for the ventilation of 
the slave-deck. 

A large quantity of plank temporarily nailed into the vessel’s side, and 
numbered so as to correspond with the stringers on which the deck or beams 
are placed, and marks for the beams and boltholes ready for fitting and 
securing them in the upright stanchions amidships. 

A greater number of bulkheads and divisions than are necessary for a 
vessel employed in lawful trade. 

A large quantity of farinha, beans, rice, and pickled meat. 

Large wooden mess-tubs, seventeen in number, and large tins, such as are 
used to feed slaves. 

Before the funnel there is a large space covered with copper and fitted 
with ring-bolts for slave-coppers. 

Iiluminators fitted in the upper deck for giving light to the slave-deck. 

A pipe for a condenser fitted to steam-chest, and leading through upper 
deck to coppers. 

Forty large padlocks, quite new, were secreted in the lockers abaft, and 
three lengths of canvas-hose for filling leaguers. 

She had on board also a spare mainyard, spare topmast, and spare jib- 
boom, which shows her to be equipped for an Atlantic voyage, and had a crew 
of fourteen white men. 

Under the foregoing circumstances I seized the vessel, and leaving her in 
charge of Mr. Beckett, midshipman, and a party of hands, I made the best of 
my way to Santos to land her crew, and to procure from Mr. Whitaker, the 
Vice-Consul, copies of his official correspondence with our Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, relative to the notoriety of this vessel, in order that 1 might send them 
to the Court of Adjudication, together with the other documents to substantiate 
the vessel’s well-known character. 

T reached Santos that night at 9 p.m., and having procured the required 
papers from the Vice-Consul, proceeded the next day to meet the prize off the 
Alcatrasse Islands ; having victualled and prepared her for her voyage, I parted 
company, giving Mr. Beckett orders to proceed with her to St. Helena. 

I beg to remark that the engineer of her stated, in my presence, that since 
he had been in her she had made four successful trips to the coast of Africa, 
each time bringing from 1000 to 1500 Blacks to Brazil. 

It is satisfactory to me to have to make this report of the capture of this 
notorious slaver, the importance of which has been so often impressed on me, 
particularly after the long and anxious watch kept on her by this vessel for 
nearly five months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. S. L. CROFTON. 





No. 173. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received April 30.) 


Sr, “ Castor,” Simon’s Bay, February 21, 1850. 

I REQUEST you will submit, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, the inclosed copy of a letter from the Political Agent 
and Consul at Zanzibar, relative to the Slave Trade carried on in the vicinity of 
Ibu ; and I beg you will state to their Lordships that, on my reaching Quilli- 
mane, it is my intention to direct the “Dee” to proceed to that island for the 
suppression of the same. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) C. WYVILL. 
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Inclosure in No. 173. 
Consul Hamerton to Rear-idmiral Reynolds. 


Sir, Zanzibar, January 14, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I have received information that the 
Slave Trade is being most actively carried on at Ibu and at Fingat, and that slaves are being 
taken by boats belonging to Banyans (British subjects) in considerable numbers from the ports in the 
dominions of his Highness the Imaum of Muskat, southward of Henwa. 

I have every reason to believe this is the case from the reports in circulation here, and from the 
great quantity of gold coin the Banyans have lately brought here from the southward. 

The season for exporting slaves from the Imaum’s dominions northward, commences in the end 
of March next, but the people here are aware that a sharp look-out will this season be kept up by 
the Indian naval vessels of war ; and I am inclined to think that there will not be many attempts 
made to take slaves northward from this, 

T have nothing of note further to report to your Excellency ; all here at present quiet, with the 
exception of the excitement caused by the expected arrival of a French war-steamer at this place ; 
she is said to be destined to visit all the ports north of this in the Imaum’s dominions. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) ATKINS HAMERTON, Major, gc. 


’ 





No. 174. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received May 24.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,’ Monte Video, February 15, 1850. 


I HAVE much pleasure in transmitting, for their Lordships’ information, 
a report from Lieutenant Crofton of having captured, in the ‘“ Rifleman,” the 
slave-steamer “ Providencia,” alias ‘‘ Paquete de Santos.” 

In a letter from Mr. George Jackson and Mr. Edmund Gabriel, Commis- 
sioners of the Slave Court at Loanda, dated 8th February, 1848, addressed to 
Viscount Palmerston, and reported in the Appendix to the second Report from 
the Select Committee on the Slave Trade, this slaver is mentioned as having 
embarked a cargo of slaves at Ambriz; and in the concluding paragraph of their 
despatch these gentlemen say, “It would seem that this is not the first success- 
ful trip the ‘Providencia’ has made, so that it is impossible to estimate the 
returns which she may have yielded, but we understand that she takes her 
slaves at 171. per head for every one received on board, including all casualties ; 
so that, confining the calculation to the 1084 slaves alone, which we know to 
have been shipped at Ambriz, it gives a sum of between 18,000. and 19,0001.” 

Coupling this extract with their Lordships’ letter to me, dated 10th April, 
1849, relative to this same notorious slaver, I consider her capture a very heavy 
discouragement to the slave-dealers in Brazil, and indeed Mr. Hudson assures 
me that it has created a great sensation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 174. 
Lieutenant Crofton to Rear- Admiral Reynolds, 


(Extract.) “ Rifleman,” January 15, 1850. 


AGREEABLY to your general memorandum No. 9, I beg further to state for your information, 
that the “ Serpente,” a new and very fast steamer, ia collecting her own and the cargoes of other 
slavers, at Paranagué. At the same time we have authentic information of the expected arrival of 
three full slavers from the African coast, and for which I am now on the look-out; and I respect- 
fully submit to your Excellency the impossibility of one vessel guarding more than two adjacent 
points at once. 

The principal ports which slavers arrive at and fit out, are the following; viz.: Campos, 
Macahé; Rio dos Astros, to the northward of Cape Frio; Marambaya, Ilha Grande, St. Sebastiao, 
Mangaratiba, Perrequé, Santos, and Paranagué, to the south of Rio de Janeiro; extending over a 
line of coast of 500 miles. 

I was yesterday informed, by a Brazilian officer in the Customs, that vessels with slave cargoes 
and known to be going to the coast, do daily procure port-clearances and manifests from the 
Brazilian authorities. * 


PS a SAAC 
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No. 175. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received May 25.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Monte Video, February 15, 1850. 


I BEG you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the letters which I have received from Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, covering applications from the Brazilian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs for information relative to the capture and destruction of the 
slaver ‘“‘ Santa Cruz” by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Cormorant,” and also of 
the capture of the steam-slaver “ Providencia”” by Her Majesty's steam-vessel 
“ Rifleman,” with my replies thereto, This application of the Brazilian Minister 
is somewhat novel in its character, but I had no hesitation in complying with it, 
as I considered that the plain matter of fact would correct those absurd reports 
which the excitement consequent upon these captures has given rise to. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 175. 
Mr. Hudson to Rear- Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 11, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to you the copy of a note which has been addressed 
to me by the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that he had seen, in the newspapers 
published in this capital, an account of the British steamer ‘‘ Cormorant” having captured and burnt. 
the Brazilian barque “ Santa Cruz,” and requesting me to supply him with whatever information I 
might possess upon the subject. , 

I also transmit to you a copy of the answer which I have returned to the Brazilian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUDSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 175. 
Senhor Paulino de Souza to Mr. Hudson. 


p Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, January 10, 1850. 
IT being stated in the journals of this capital, that on the 8th instant the English steamer 
“Cormorant” captured the Brazilian barque “Santa Cruz,” which left San Sebastian on the 2nd of 
this month for this port, and that after the English had landed the crew, they burnt the vessel, with 
all her cargo and papers, in sight of the land ; it ia my duty to request that Mr. Hudson, &c., will 
furnish me with all the explanations on this subject which may have come to his knowledge. 
I profit, &e. 
(Signed) PAULINO JOSE SOARES DE SOUZA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 175. 
Mr. Hudson to Senhor Paulino de Souza. 


Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 11, 1850. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of yesterday's date, stating that 
the newspapers published in this capital have declared that the British steamer of war “ Cormorant” 
had captured the Brazilian iene “ Santa Cruz,” and had burnt her, together with her cargo and 
papers, and requesting me to furnish your Excellency with whatever information may be in my 
possession with regard to this event. 

In reply I have the honour to state to your Excellency, that I shall lose no time in referring 
yo Excellency’s communication to the Admiral commanding-in-chief Her Majesty's Naval Forces 
on this station. 


___ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES HUDSON. 
re 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 175. 
Ur. Hudson to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 19, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to you the copy of a note which has been addressed 
to me by the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting information respecting the capture 
of the Brazilian steamer “ Paquetes de Santos,” by Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Rifleman,” and a copy 
of the answer which I have returned to that communication, Gane 

ve, &e. 


(Signed) JAMES HUDSON. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 175. 
Senhor Paulino de Souza to Mr. Hudson. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 18, 1850. 

THE Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, &., has the honour to 
address Mr. James Hudson, &c., in order to communicate to him, that by an official communication 
from the President of the Province of St. Paul’s, it appears that the steam-vessel “Paguete de Santos” 
left the port of Santos on the 10th instant, and that she was barnt in the vicinity of Perrequé by the 
English steamer “ Rifleman.” 

By the newspapers of this city it appears that a rigorous search having been made on board 
that vessel at the mouth of the above port, there was not the slightest appearance of her bein; 
destined for an illicit vo ; that the cargo which she carried was for this port, and was compos 
exclusively of goods which constitute the commerce of the coasting trade between the two ports; 
that she was ponent passengers to this city, and that she had not provisions and coals on board for 
more than three days; and that the captain was so ciara ill that he could not have made a voyage 
over the high seas, as was admitted even by the surgeon of the “ Rifleman.” The same newspapers 
add that, notwithstanding all this, the commander of the “ Rifleman” declared that he captured the 
* Paquete de Santos,” because he had positive orders to that effect; and that, in fact, after landing 
at night the passengers and pert of the crew, including the captain, he went away with his prize, 
which it is supposed he sent to St. Helena, after having provided her with provisions, 

The Undersigned, wishing to verify the fact with the attendant circumstances, hopes Mr. Hud- 
son will inform him of what has reached his knowledge through the channels of communication at 
his command, whether it is correct, in what manner it occurred, from what motives, and by what 
authority the officers of Her Britannic Majesty acted in this manner. 


The Undersigned, &c. 
(Signed) PAULINO JOSE SOARES DE SOUZA. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 175. 
Mr. Hudson to Senhor Paulino de Souza. 


Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 20, 1850. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note of the 18th instant, informing me 
that the President of the Province of St. Paul's has reported officially to your Excellency, that a 
ateam-vessel named “ Paguete de Santos” left Santos for Rio de Janeiro on the 10th instant, and is 
eaid to have been burnt near Parequé by the British steamer “ Rifleman ;” and that the newspapers 
in this capital have published that the “ Paquete de Santos” was sent to St. Helena for adjudication, 
on suspicion of being employed in Slave Trade; and your Excellency concludes by expressing the 
hope that I will furnish your Excellency with whatever information may have reached me upon 
this subject. 

Ta reply, I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that I am not in possession of any 
official information with regard either to the reported capture, the burning, or the transmission to 
St. Helena of the steam-vessel “ Paquete de Santos,” but that I will lose no time in transmitting a 
copy of your Excellency’s communication upon this subject to the Admiral commanding the forces 
of the Queen on this station. 

T avail, &e. 


(Signed) JAMES HUDSON. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 175. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to Mr. Hudson. 


Sir, Southampton,” Monte Video, February 14, 1850. 
IN reply to your letter of the 11th ultimo, transmitting note from the Brazilian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, requesting to be supplied with whatever information you might possess relative to 

the capture and destruction of the Brazilian slaye-barque “ Santa Cruz” by Her Britannic Majesty's 


Se eae yt 
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seam-sloop “Cormorant,” and your reply to his Excellency, stating that you would refer the 
matter ae I have the honour state that Commander Schomberg reports that he captured the 
“Santa Cruz” because she was a slaver; and that he destroyed her, because, upon a careful survey, 
she was found to be totally unseaworthy, and unsafe to proceed to ere veg & adjudication. 
we, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 175. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to Mr. Hudson. 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Monte Video, February 15, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the 30th ultimo 
covering an application from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs for information respect 
the capture of the Brazilian slave steam-vessel “ Paguete de Santos” by Her Britannic Majesty's 
steam-vessel “Rifleman,” and in reply I beg to acquaint you that the slave-steamer in question was 
boarded by the “ Rifleman” at 9°30 a.m. on the 10th ultimo, and being found fitted for the nefarious 
Traffic in Slaves, Lientenant Crofton dak to me that he seized her as lawful prize, and sent her 
{in ordinary course) to St. Helens for adjudication. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 176. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


(Extract.) - February 12, 1850. 

I HAVE to request that you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I took the opportunity of my recent visit to 
Monrovia to have the chart of the Republic of Liberia, which is reserved as a 
record in my office, corrected by the President’s permission from the archives 
of the State, so as to show the recent acquisitions of territory ; and I have now 
the honour to transmit, for the information of their Lordships and Her Majesty’s 
Government, a copy of the chart so corrected and certified by the President. 

I also obtained from his Excellency, and transmit a copy of an Act passed 
by the Liberian Legislature in their session at the close of 1849, for the regu- 
lation of commerce, navigation, and revenue. 

The Article relating to Slave Trade is much more stringent than before, 
especially as regards intercourse between Liberian subjects and slave-traders. 

I informed the President of the Treaties I had concluded on the part 
of Her Majesty with the Chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, which had enabled me 
to remove the blockade of these rivers, but he did not express himself as to 
his intention of treating with those chiefs, for the cession of their country. 





Inclosure in No. 176. 
Act of the Liberian Legislature. 


ARTICLE TI.—Or rue Stave TRave. 


Section 1.—NO citizen of, or other person coming into, or resident in this Republic, shall, for 
himeelf or another, either as master, factor or owner, build, fit, equip, or otherwise prepare any 
vessel to sail from any port thereof for the purpose of ing on the Traffic in slaves. Every vessel 
80 fitted or sailing, her tackle, furniture, or apparel shall be forfeited to this Republic, and may be 
seized, and prosecuted, and condemned in any Court having competent jurisdiction ; and every per- 
son so building, fitting out, equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing or sending away any vessel, 
knowing or intending that ehe shall be employed in such trade, or any way aiding or abetting therein, 
shall be deemed guilty of piracy and shall suffer such pains and penalties as by law may be attached 
to the crime of piracy. 

Section 2.—If any citizen or other person resident within the jurisdiction of this Republic, 
shall knowingly take on board, receive, or transport from one place to another, any African held ag 
a slave for exportation, or intended to be enslaved, he, on conviction thereof, shall suffer the pains 
and penalties incurred under the last paragraph of the preceding scction ; and every vessel in which 
such slave or person intended to be enslaved shall have been so taken on board, received or trans- 
ported, with her tackle, farniture, and apparel, and the goods and effects that shall be found on board 
shall be forfeited—one moiety to the Republic, and the other to the prosecutor; and such vessel shall 
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be liable to seizure by any officer of the customs, navy, or revenue service of the Republic, and pro- 
secuted and condemned in any court having competent jurisdiction. 

Section 3.—Any citizen of this Republic or other person residing therein who shall be found 
serving on board any Liberian vessel employed in the Slave Trade shall be liable and may be 
indicted therefor, and on conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, 
and to imprisonment not exceeding five years. 

Section 4.—If any citizen of this Republic shall voluntarily serve on board any foreign vessel 
employed in the Slave Trade, he shall on conviction thereof be liable to and suffer the like forfeiture 
and penalty as he would have incurred had such vessel been owned or employed in whole or in part 
by any citizen or other person residing within this Republic. 

Section 5.—All vessels sailing under the flag of this Republic are hereby prohibited from any 
and every species of intercourse with slaves at sea and otherwise, and are strictly forbidden to trade 
with them in any kind of goods, wares, or merchandize, or to hold any negotiation or intercourse 
with them under the penalty of indictment and fine of five hundred dollars for each offence. 

Section 6.—No citizen of Liberia or other person resident within the jurisdiction of the same 
shall be permitted to act as agent, or enter into the employ or service of any person or persons 
engaged in the Slave Trade, or any person in the remotest degree connected with them, under the 
penalty of indictment and being twelve months bound to hard labour in irons, or fined in the sum of 
not less than five hundred dollars. 

Section 7.—Any citizen of Liberia being found in the neighbourhood of any slave establishment, 
shall be deemed guilty of an infraction of Section 6 of this Article, and shall forfeit or suffer the 
pains and penalties last above named. But should any citizen so implicated show that he or sha 
was by accident or distress of weather thrown into that situation, the President being satisfied of 
such fact, may admit the plea in pardon or extenuation of the guilt of the accused party. 

Section 8.—The President of the Republic may, whenever he shall deem it expedient, cause any 
armed vessel or vessels of this Republic to cruize on any part of the Liberian coast, or elsewhere, 
where he may judge attempts may be made to carry on the Slave Trade by any citizens of this 
Republic, and instruct the commander of such armed vessel to seize, take, and bring into any port of 
this Republic all foreign vessels found on the Liberian coast, and all Liberian vessels wheresoever 
fuond which may on reasonable ground be suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, or other- 
wise contravening the provisions of this act, or any of the acts of the legislature of this Republic, 
to be proceeded against according to law. 

Section o.—if say commissioned vessel of this Republic seize and take any vessel employed 
in the Slave Trade, it shall be the duty of the commander of such commissioned vessel to 
apprehend and take into custody, every person found on board such vessel so seized and taken, being 
of the officers or crew thereof, and them convey as soon as conveniently may be, to the civil 
authority of this Republic, in some one of the districts thereof, to be proceeded against in due 
course of law. 

Section 10.—And the proceeds of all vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods 
and effects on board of them which shall be so seized, prosecuted and condemned, shall be divided 
equally between the Republic and the officers and men who shall seize, take, and bring the same 
into port for condemnation. 


The document from which the above is an extract is headed, ‘An Act regulating Navigation, 
Commerce, and Revenue.” Approved, December 20, 18 49, and published by authority. 





No. 177. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


(Extract.) “ Centaur,” off Whydah, February 23, 1850. 


THE “Caiman” French steam ship of war anchored here yesterday, on 
her way from Quittah to Fernando Po and the Gaboon, and has sailed again to-day. 
Her captain joined in the mark of respect payingjto the memory of Her Majesty 
the Queen-Dowager. I have given him information respecting the French 
schooner “ Panthére,”’ which had sailed from this place, it is said, with the 
intention of changing colours, and shipping slaves at Lagos. 

With regard to the Slave Trade on this part of the coast, my informa- 
tion is, that it is likely to be actively prosecuted during the next three months ; 
the King of Dahomey’s ‘‘ slave-hunts” are reported to have been very successful, 
ard large numbers of slaves to have been purchased by the foreign slave-dealers, 
and collected in the barracoons. 





No. 178. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received June 8.) 


(Extract.) “Centaur,” off Whydah, February 23, 1850. 


#-2 I HAVE to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that, in pursuance of my directions, the rivers in the 
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Bights of Biafra, Benin, Bonny, Old Calabar, Cameroons, Brass, and the River 
Benin, were visited by Commander Cumming, in Her Majesty’s steam-sloop 
“Rattler,” during the months of November and December, and that I have 
received from him a very satisfactory report of the general state of British 
commerce and interests in those rivers, and that all treaties with Her Majesty 
and the chiefs appear to have been faithfully observed. 

A new King of Waree was to be elected in two months, with whom, it 
is probable, we may be able to make a treaty, on the arrival of Mr. Consul 
Beecroft. 

King Pepple, in the Bonny, manifested the most friendly disposition, as 
did Archibong Duke and Eyo, in the Old Calabar. 

T inclose a copy of a list of the articles these chiefs wish to have for their 
next instalment of presents, certified by Commander Cumming, and two certifi- 
cates respecting King Pepple. The last present to Old Calabar came by the 
“ Rattler,” in April 1849. 

With regard to Bimbia, Commander Cumming remarks, “ Since the Treaty 
for the suppression of the exportation of slaves was signed, the King received 
about eighteen months ago (I was informed) the second present which has been 
made him, and his hopes and necessities, I think, equally require another ;—that 
he has faithfully acted up to the Treaty, is the testimony of all.” 

In the Brass, in consequence of the temporary detention of an English 
agent, Mr. Jackson, on one occasion, Commander Cumming had addressed an 
admonitory letter to the King and chiefs of the river, which, with the “ Rattler’s” 
visit, I hope will prevent any recurrence of violence, and beyond that of some 
trifling theft by natives, it was the only matter of complaint he received. 

Commander Cumming has performed this service in a manner which has 
been perfectly satisfactory to me, and his report shows much assiduity, temper, 
and investigation. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 178. 


List of the things required for the neat Instalment to Bonny and Calabar Chiefs. 


For King Pepple Bonny. 

1000 dollars’ worth of muskets, long Danes, flint-lock, 

1000 dollars’ worth of powder. 

TOBINS, H.B. 

Old Calabar, King Eyo, and Archibong Duke. 

Half-muskets, long Danes. 

Half-brass rods. 

Handsome-looking curved sword, for each chief. 

(Signed) ARTHUR CUMMING, Commander. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 
Engagement entered into by King Pepple. 


I, KING PEPPLE, hereby engage to use all my influence and power to abolish human sacrifice 
to Jusse, in consideration of the promise Commander Cumming, of Her Britannic Majesty's steam- 
sloop “ Rattler,” has given to me, to endeavour to send missionaries or teachers to aid me in the 
matter, and I promise to receive such missionaries or teachers with kindness, and pledge myself to 
assist and protect them during my reign. 

Given under my hand, on board the “ Rattler,” this 2nd December, 1849. 

(Signed) KING PEPPLE. 
ROBT. AYLIE, ship “ Lady Worsley. 
CHAS. CAINE, ship “ Georgina.” 
ARTHUR CUMMING, Commander. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 178. 
Engagement entered into by King Pepple. 
I, KING PEPPLE, do hereby certify that from this ind henceforth, during my lifetime, in ease 


of any supercargo of any vessel trading in the said river, will not exact half Comey, which has been 
LASS 
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abba tah es on the death of a supercargo, but will consider the first Comey paid to be sufficient 
r all my demands. 
Given under my hand, in the Bonny, this 2nd day of December, 1849. 
(Signed KING PEPPLE. 
ARTHUR CUMMING, Commander. 
ROBERT AYLIE, ship “ Lady Worsley. 
CHARLES CAINE, ship “ Georgiana.” 





No. 179. 
Commander Quin to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8, 1850.) 


Sir, “ Waterwitch,” St. Philip de Benguela, December 31, 1849. 


HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit to you, for the information of 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the duplicate of a letter I have sent 
to Commodore A. Fanshawe, C.B., detailing an account of the capture and 
destruction of a slave felucca under Brazilian colours, and no papers, on the 27th 
November, 1849, in latitude 4° 24’ S., longitude 11° 22’ E., by Her Majesty's 
sloop under my command. 

I have the honour to inform you that, on the 26th November, as we were 
on our way up the coast looking for the pinnace, and not having found her off 
Loango, I anchored at about 5:30 p.m. between Killao River and Kilongo Point. 
Almost as soon as we had furled sails, a sail was reported under land to the 
northward ; I immediately weighed in chase as she was made out to be a 
felucca. In about an hour, it getting dark, and a tornado gathering to the east- 
ward, I thought it advisable to anchor, as I made sure the felucca would also 
anchor close in shore, thinking we should run off the coast in the tornado; we 
accordingly came-to in shore in about seven fathoms, too close for good anchor- 
age, but I wished to prevent the slaver from passing in shore of us during the 
night, and kept the boats ready to intercept her if she should attempt it. The 
next morning, it being nearly a calm, the felucca was observed at anchor about 
five miles to the northward of us; the boats, two whalers and a gig, were 
immediately dispatched after her, and in a few minutes after we observed her 
weigh, make sail, and sweep out to seaward; shortly after, another boat was seen 
to windward of her, which proved to be the pinnace coming down. On seeing 
this, the felucca bore up and attempted, though with hardly any wind, to run to 
leeward, which frustrated her manceuvre, and at half-past 9 we observed the 
boats go alongside and her yard lowered, when the boats and felucca joined. 

She was reported to be the “‘ Golfin,” a very large and fine felucca, with no 
papers, but Brazilian colours, fully equipped for the Slave Trade; she had been 
armed with swivels and small arms, but which had been thrown overboard, as 
well as the sweeps, just before the boats got alongside; and they said they 
would have resisted had the boats come up singly. She had been chased by 
many of the cruizers, and had escaped with her cargo several times clear. I 
destroyed her, as she seemed to me to be making water, and I observed her 
bee had been torn up by the slaver’s crew out of spite; and if they could 

ave been repaired, I could not have sent her away without a crew of at least 
fifteen or twenty men (which we could not well have spared, having a prize- . 
erew away already), for her mainsail and yard were almost the largest 1 ever 
saw, and even all our boat’s crews could hardly sway it up. Twenty-four men 
were on board at the time of capture, and several of the rest had been left on 
shore with the captain the night before, near Kilongo, where she saw us first ; 
her slaves were alongside ready for shipping. - 1 landed the prize-crew at 
Loango, as there was no possibility of communicating with the shore where we 
anchored, on account of the surf. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. M. QUIN. 
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No. 180. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Monte Video, March 13, 1850. 


I BEG to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that I arrived at this anchorage from Buenos Ayres, on the 6th 
instant, and shall sail on Saturday next, the 16th instant, for Rio de Janeiro, 
where I trust (judging from the earnest representation of Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires there) my presence may impart confidence to the anti-Slave Trade 
party, and remove in a great measure the irritation consequent upon the late 
active cruizing of the ‘‘ Cormorant ” and “ Rifleman.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 181. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


* Centaur,” at Sea, lat. 5° 24’, long. 4° 23’ E., . 
Sir, February 27, 1850. 

IT HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of a letter which I have received 
from Commander Beauchamp, of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Hecla,”’ 
reporting the capture of a felucca by that vessel; and the information he received 
from the master of her, respecting the felucca which fought the “‘ Alert’s ” boats 
in May 1849. I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 181. 
Commander Beauchamp to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Hecla,” off Badagry, January 18, 1850. 


I BEG to report to you that this morning at daylight, while at anchor off Badagry, a vessel was 
reported to seaward from the mast-head. I immediately got the steam up and proceeded in chase, 
and at 10 a.m. came up with and captured the Brazilian felucca “ Hozita” (by register, 111 tons), 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and with a crow of twenty-seven men. 

The information I obtained from the padrone and crew is as follows :—that at Bahia there are 
not more than seven or eight vessels engaged in the Bight Slave Trade ; that the only ports along 
the coast where slaves are embarked are at Little Popoe, Great Popoe, Ahgway, Porto Novo, and 
Lagos ; that no vessels ever go to the eastward of Lagos for slaves, in the Bight of Benin ; but that 
occasionally vessels go to the Nun and Brass Rivers, east of Cape Formosa, where slaves can be 

cured, 
ie It appears by the charts on board this vessel, as well as by the capitano’s statements, that 
he sighted Cape Three Points, and then stood off, calling in again at Ahgway, then ran down to 
Lagos, where slaves were awaiting his arrival. He states that there are no more feluccas belong- 
ing to Bahia‘ engaged in the Slave Trade, and that the one which fought the “Alert’s”” boats he 
believes to be a pirate belonging to Havana. It appears also by his statement, that he has been 
chased in a former voyage by the “Phenix” and a man-of-war brig, supposed by him to be the 
“ Kingfisher ; that the “ Roza” has made five successful trips—two to Havana and three to 
Bahia, the last trip with 412 slaves embarked at Lagos. The Capitano was captured by the 
“Penelope” on the 3rd January, 1849, with 322 slaves shipped at the River Brass ; he has made 
three successful trips in this felucca sinee that time. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) BEAUCHAMP, Commander. 





No. 182. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” off Point Padrone, March 19, 1850. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copies of a correspondence which has taken place 


between the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
212 4 
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“Cyclops,” as senior officer of the Southern Division, in pursuance of instruc- 
tions which I had left with him on the subject, and his Excellency the Governor- 
Gencral of Angola, relative to the existence of slave-barracoons on the coast at 
different places, and also of the continued, I may say increased, exportation of 
slaves from that province, in such a manner, I regret to add, as can leave no 
doubt of its being connived at by the Portuguese authorities, especially at 
Benguela and Quicombo. ; 

I shall endeavour, on my next visit to Loanda, to press this matter again 
most earnestly on his Excellency’s attention. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in, No. 182. 
Captain the Hon, G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, , “ Cyclops,” Loanda, March 7, 1850. 


I BEG to transmit you copies of a correspondence I felt it my duty, after an inspection of the 
South Division of this station, to hold with his Excellency the Governor-General of the Province of 
Angola. 

In submitting these lettters for your information, I feel grieved to express, and I do so without 
intending any disrespect to his Excellency Governor Pinto, that the nefarious Traffic in Slaves is 
carried on and arranged by parties living under the Portuguese protection; and further, that the 
shipments of Africans destined for the slave-markets, have been principally made, or attempted to 
be made, from the Province of Angola, since I have been in command of this division of the station. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) "G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 182. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to the Governor-General of Angola. 


Sir, * Cyclops,” St. Paul de Loanda, March 4, 1850, 


HAVING received confidential instructions from the Commander-in-chief of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s ships and vessels employed on the west coast of Africa, that should I at any time, whilst 
in command of the Southern Division of the squadron under his orders, ascertain myself, or receive 
authentic information from any of the cruizers, of the existence of barracoons or establishments for 
alave purposes, on the coast of the station, within the Portuguese territory, I am, acting upon instruc- 
tions he holds from Her Britannic Majesty's Government, to take an early opportunity of communi- 
cating the same to your Excellency and to the officer commanding the Portuguese Naval Forces on 
this station. 

It therefore becomes my duty to inform your Excellency, that in my recent visit to the southern 
limits of this province, I have ascertained the existence of barracoons at Bahia Farta (six miles to 
the southward and westward of Benguela) and ut Point Salinas, which barracoons I am of opinion 
are capable of containing from 800 to 1000 slaves each. 

T have also been informed by the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch,” 
that on an officer of the said vessel landing at Quicombo, on the 23rd ultimo, from 500 to 600 slaves 
were shown to him in barracoons or sheds, ready for shipment. Since August last, 12 vessels have 
been captured by the British cruizers, three of them having embarked their slaves from the Portu- 
guese territory, and the other nine having been captured beween Ambriz and Benguela. I am 
sorry to state to your Excellency, as my opinion after seven months’ experience on the coast, south 
of the Equator, that the inhuman Traffic in Slaves is principally carried on in the Portuguese 
Province of Angola. 

I make these communications in the confident hope that your Excellency will cause the imme- 
diate destruction of the barracoons or sheds above mentioned, as well as take such measures as may 
appear to you necessary to prevent the embarkation or shipment of Africans within your Govern- 





ment, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) GLO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 182. 
Captain the Ion. G. F. Hastings to the Governor-General of Angola. 
Sir, “ Cyclops,” St. Paul de Loanda, March 4, 1850. 


WITH reference to the correspondence in January last, which I had the honour to hold with 
your Excellency, respecting the alleged illegal trading of Francisco Antonio Flores, a Brazilian mer- 
chant, resident in the city of Loanda, in your answer you mentioned “that you were able to assure 
me with pride, that up to the date of your letter, it was not known to you that there had departed 
from any of the places, where there are Portuguese authorities resident, along the extent of this vast 
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coast, one single African, destined for the inhuman traffic (Slavery); and that your orders in this 
respect have been rigid, and completely executed.” 

I, in consequence of the foregoing statement, feel compelled to bring under your Excellency’s 
notice, that on the night of the 27th January last, I captured in Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-ship 
under my command, between Cape St. Bras and Old Benguela Head, the alleged Brazilian brig 
“ Ventura,” without papers, having on board 481 slaves, many of whom spoke the Portuguese lan- 

and asserted thut they were household slaves of residents at Quicombo, and I believe forced 
on board the vessel by their owners, in consequence of the scarcity of slaves at that time. The 
“Ventura,” it appears, embarked the whole of her cargo at noonday, on the 26th January, only 
Seven miles from Quicombo; a port having, I am given to understand, a Portuguese commandant 
resident, and where I have observed the Portuguese flag constantly flying. Africans had also been 
embarked in a brig called the “ Mary,” only seven days previous to the capture of the “ Ventura,” 
from Novo Redondo ; and shipments have taken place, to my knowledge, within the last few months, 
from five to seven miles north and south of Benguela town. 

I have also been informed by the Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's sloop “ Waterwitch,” 
that on meeting with the Portuguese brig of war “Corimba,” at sea, on the 28th ultimo, her com- 
mander informed the English officer that a brig wearing American colours, called the “ Louisa,” was 
remaining at anchor at Benguela, and there were strong suspicions that the vessel was fitted for the 
Slave Trade. _If this report be correct, it is a somewhat similar case to the supposed American brig, 
called the “Jmogene,” who remained for some days at Benguela, in September or October last, 
without any examination or search by the authorities at that place, which brig, a few days afterwards, 
embarked at Bahia Farta, 800 Africans, but was chased on shore, on the coast of Brazil, and 
destroyed by a British cruizer. 

As it is my intention to bring these particulars under the notice of the British Commander-in- 
chief, I have thought it due to your Excellency to acquaint you therewith. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 182. 
The Governor-General of Angola to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


(Translation.) Loanda, March 6, 1850. 


IT behoves me to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters dated 4th instant, of the contents 
of which I remain fully informed, in order to take all the measures that may be in my power. I 
avail myself, however, of this occasion to inform you that only a very short time ago, a minute and 
rigorous examination of the whole coast of this province, south of Loanda, was made by the Portu- 
guese brig “ Corimba,” many bsrracoons being burned and destroyed; and that afterwards, the said 
coust was visited by Captain Manoel Thomas da Silva Cordeiro, commandant of the Portuguese 
naval station; and as this commaudant is abseut from this port, as likewise the other vessels 
belonging to the naval station, I am obliged to wait for the arrival of some one of them, in order to 
proceed with a new examination of the coast, for the purpose of burning all the barracoons which 
shall be found prepared for the reception of slaves intended for transportation beyond the sea, which 
infamous traffic I will continue to persecute by all the measures dependant upon me. 

God preserve, cc. 

(Signed) ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 


Governor-General. 





No. 183. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Point Padrone, March 19, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of a letter from the Honourable 
Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Cyclops,” and of its inclosure 
from Lieutenant Hodgkinson, of that ship, reporting the circumstances of the 
slaves on board the ‘‘ Ventura,” prize to that ship, when in charge of the latter 
officer on her passage to St. Helena, having, at the instigation of the Brazilian 
cook, risen on the prize crew, and endeavoured to recover the vessel, but that 
happily the attempt was unsuccessful; and that you will acquaint their Lord- 
ships that it is my intention, in consequence, to issue such a general order to 
the ships under my orders, as may induce additional precaution and watchfulness 
in prize officers. 

I have called upon Lieutenant Hodgkinson to inform me if the case was 
reported to the judicial authorities of St. Helena, and any step taken for the 
man’s detention, to answer for the offence. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





246 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 183. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawg, 


Sir, “Cyclops,” Loanda, March 5, 1850.” 


I HAVE the honour to tranamit to you the annexed letter from Lieutenant A. B. Hod; cinson, 
of Her Majesty's ship under my are reporting to me an occurrence which happened in the 
Brazilian brig “ Ventura,” having on board 480 slaves, on the 2nd February, 1850, the capture of 
which I detailed in my letter of 28th January last; which vessel I had placed him in charge of, to 
conduct from the Coast to the Island of St. Helena, for adjudication. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 183. 


Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Prize ‘ Ventura,” at sea, 7° 16 lat. south, 9° 4! long. cast, 
Sir, February 2, 1850. : 

I HAVE the hononr to report to you that at 1:30 p.m. this day, while all was quiet on deck, 
and the men dining, the slaves (headed by Palma, the Brazilian cook for them) having armed them- 
selves with the cooking utensils and billets of fire-wood which were laid out ready for lighting tho 
fire, made an attempt to carry the ship; and had it not been for the quickness with which the men 
made their way aft to the place where the arma and ammunition were deposited, it would no doubt 
have been successful. 

Mr. Simpson, acting mate, immediately gave the alarm, and we were thus enabled to assist the 
men in getting to the place where their muskets had been already loaded by George Fussel, gunner, 
Royal Marine Artillery. 

On two slaves being shot, one by Mr. Simpson, and the other by George Fussel, and the cook 
severely wounded by Robert Kitto, captain of after-guard, the slaves were panio-stryuck, and ran 
below or attempted to jump overboard. 

1 at once ceased firing, and ordered the prize-crew to remain quiet ; and in a few minutes the 
upper deck was completely cleared. 

The casualties amongst the slaves were two shot, three drowned, and two wounded; six were 
with great difficulty rescued by us from drowning. 

After the deck was cleared, I observed five of our men were wounded, viz., Robert Kitto, 
captain of after-guard ; George Poyser, ordinary; James Benham, gunner, Royal Marine Artillery ; 
Sam Lewis and Bottle of Beer, kroomen; the two first being stabbed by the cook as soon as they got 
up from their dinner, the remainder being wounded by the slaves. 

From the confessions of various slaves who spoke the Portuguese language (which was inter- 
preted by the officers’ cook of the prize, who spoke English) and whom I caused to be examined, I 
ascertained that the slave-cook Palma (who by long experience in the Slave Trade had acquired a 
competent knowledge of the negro tongue) had Jed them to believe that they would be taken to a 
distant part of the world, and there ill-treated; and also that it was doubtful if the water would 
last the voyage. But their great incentive, as far as I could glean, was an ardent desire to return 
to their own country, and that they had intended at night to mats out their intentions by burstiug 
or forcing up the slave-hatch ; but they found that design impossible, as there was always a sentry 
under arms over it. 

I must state here also, as regards the other prisoners on board, viz., the captain, pilot, and the 
cook for the officers, that they were not in the least concerned in the rising of the slaves, but on the 
contrary, rendered me every assistance in their power, which confirms my belief that the slaves 
were acting purely from a desire of returning to their native land, and not with a view of recapturing 
the vessel for Brazilians. 

On my arrival at St. Helena, I was informed by Dr. Rawlins and his assistant, that Africans 
from the ncighbourhood of the Coanza River had been there upon two or three previous occasions, 
and always found a most turbulent and unruly set. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that Mr. W. Simpson, acting mate, and all the men under 
my command, rendered me the most efficient aid and support in putting down the rising of the slaves, 
and behaved themselves in every respect to my entire satisfaction. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. B. HODGKINSON, 
Lieutenant, Her Majesty's ship “ Cyclops.” 


P.S.—The precautions taken for guarding the slaves during the day and night, were as follows: 
In the day-time, only half the slaves were allowed on deck at one time, relieving each other at 
stated periods. After 6 o'clock, the slave-hatch was locked by me, and the key remained in m 
possession until 6 in the morning, in which time it was re-opened, and the slaves watched. The 
prize-crew were divided into three watches, and at night one of the watch was over the hatch, with 
a cutlass and a pistol. 
(Signed) H. B. HODGKINSON, Lreutenant. 
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No. 184. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received June 8.) 
Sir, “Centaur,” off Point Padrone, March 19, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, copies of a letter I have received from the Honour- 
able Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Cyclops,” and its inclosed 
report to him from Lieutenant Hodgkinson of tkat ship, showing that the 
“ Galianna,” a Portuguese vessel, which was detained by the “Cyclops,” on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade in the Bight of Benin, in March 
1849, but liberated by the Mixed Oommission Court at Loanda, had subse- 
quently carried off a cargo of slaves from Whydah, or the vicinity of the port 
to which she had been originally bound. 

In confirmation of this statement, I would beg to add that I ascertained at 
Loanda that the “‘ Galianna,” some time after her liberation, cleared from that 
port for Whydah, and the “ Kingfisher,’ Commander Harvey, was on the look 
out for, and watched her; and on my meeting him in the Bights last month, he 
reported to me that she was gone off without slaves, as he had boarded and 
examined her, when she was leaving the coast to return to Rio Janeiro, with 
many passengers, and I have little doubt that the master having thus put the 
“Kingfisher” off her guard, and ascertained her position, has returned to the 
coast at night, and shipped the slaves prepared for her. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 184. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, March 6, 1850. 


THE inclosed copy of a letter I received from Lieutenant A. B. Hodgkinson, Third Lieutenant 
of Her Majesty’s steam-ship under my command, relating to a statement made by one of the 
prisoners on board the prize brig “Ventura” to him, on passage from the coast to tho Island of 
St. Helena, concerning the illegal trading of the Portuguese brig “Galianna,” which vessel was 
detained by me in the month of March 1849, whilst stationed in the Bight of Benin, on suspicion 
of being engaged in the Slave Trade, but was liberated by the Mixed Commission Court at this 

rt. 
= As an expense at present of upwards of 130/. has been incurred by mysclf, the officers, and 
company of this ship, in bringing this vessel for adjudication before the Mixed Commission Court, 
and as the British Commissioner was of opinion that the “Galianna” was a lawful prize to the 
“Cyclops,” may I request that you will be pleased to submit this additional evidence for tho con- 
sideration of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Capiain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 184. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, March 5, 1850. 


I CONSIDER it my duty to inform you, that whilst on passage from the south coast to the 
Island of St. Helena, in the Brazilian brig “ Ventura,” having on board 480 slaves, one of the 
prisoners on board that vessel informed me without any solicitation, that he served in the capacity 
of ‘cook to the slaves on board the Portugese brig “Galianna,” which vessel you may remember 
was detained by Her Majesty’s steam-ship under your command, in the month of March last, on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, but was liberated on her trial before the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda, 

The prisoner stated that he shipped on board the “Galianna” at Whydah ; that many pas- 
sengers for Rio Janeiro also dipped on board of her at the same time; that she was seen by & 
British cruizer some distance from the land, on her alleged voyage to Rio Janeiro; but the day 
after, the master made back for the land, and was enabled to embark 1000 slaves, whom he, the 
prisoner, acted as cook for; that the same slaves were landed a little to the northward of Rio 
Janeiro, and that afterwards the “ Galianna” entered the harbour of Rio, under Portuguese colours, 
in the month of November, 1849, to land the passengers embarked at Whydah. 

The master of the “ Ventura” also informed me that he was present when the slaves were 
landed from the “ Gatianna.” 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) A. B. HODGKINSON, Lieutenant. 
a a ee 
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No. 185. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” off Point Padrone, March 20, 1850. . 


I HAVE to request you will lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the accompanying copies of letters which I have received from the 
Captains and Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships “Cyclops,” “ Rattler,” and 
“ Pluto,”’ detailing the circumstances under which they had detained the vessels 
“ Pilot,” “ Rowena,” “ Lucy Ann,” “ Anne D. Richardson,” “J. W. Huntingdon,” 
which had fraudulently assumed the flag of the United States of America, and 
were actually engaged in the Slave Trade on this coast, and were Brazilian 
property. 

Their Lordships and Her Majesty's Government are so fully aware, from 
the representations of the former Commanders-in-chief on this station, as well 
as from the evidence given before the Committees of the Houses of Parliament, 
how long the flag of the Union had been abused, with respect to the Slave 
Trade, and given immunity to those who had no right to carry it,—that they 
will not be surprised that the attention of Her Majesty’s officers in command 
of cruizers on this station in succession, should have been especially attracted 
to the fact, and a desire evinced to gain such information as would enable them 
to frustrate the knavery carried on; keeping, at the same time, strictly within 
the limits prescribed to them by their instructions founded on the respective 
treaties with other Governments. 

Some very suspicious cases had come under my own knowledge and 
observation, especially the “ Quincy” (reported in my general letter of pro- 
ceedings of 16th July, 1849), now appearing as the “ Pilot,” and weighed with 
me greatly in seeking the interview which I had in January, at Porto Praya, with 
the American Commodore, and which satisfied me that, however tenacious about 
the right of visit, his Government, as well as himself, was desirous that their 
flag should not be so abused. 

The flagrant case of the ‘“‘ Casco,” whose capture subsequently by the 
“Pluto” was reported by me to their Lordships in my letter of January 27th, 
had caused fresh grounds for suspicion and investigation, and enabled the 
detaining officers in these cases to detect the forgeries, which the masters were 
unable to deny, at once disavowing any claim to American protection. 

It has given me much satisfaction to learn from Captain Hastings, that the 
capture (and condemnation already of some) of these vessels has caused a great 
sensation on the Coast and at Loanda, and I have reason to think may lead to 
the breaking up of more than one slave establishment in the Congo, and the 
exposures will relieve the Commanders of the cruizers from much of the diffi- 
culty of their position, as to the search of vessels under the flag of the United 
States, and may therefore be very important. 

I trust their Lordships will approve of the caution and vigilance which has 
been observed by Captain Hastings, Commander Cumming, and Lieutenant 
Jolliffe. i 

I transmit. also, with the afore-mentioned letters, another from Captain 
Hastings, with a report from Lieutenant Dew, who navigated the “ Pilot” to 
St. Helena, of the information he obtained from two of the detained crew, which 
throws much light on the nature of the transactions in question, in the Brazils. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 185. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “© Cyclops,” Loanda, January 11, 1850, 

WHILST at anchor in Ambriz Roads on the 10th instant, awaiting the arrival of Her Majesty's 
steam-vessel “Pluto,” two sail were observed in the offing, which, on the weather clearing, were made 
out to be the “Pluto” and a barque under American colours. 
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Lieutenant Jolliffe boarded the barque, and considered the papers produced by her master very 
unsatisfactory, but as the vessel was bound to Ambriz, he thought it right to bring the matter under 
my notice. On the barque anchoring, I visited her, and demanded to see her papers; the master pro- 
duced the register, in which it was stated she was bound to California, and he asserted that she had 
been sold in the harbour of Rio de Janeiro, having put in there in distress, to a Mr. French Smith, 
a resident at that place, but an American citizen, being a uative of Philadelphia; the master produced 
no document mentioning the transfer and sale of the vessel, sea-letter, nor, indeed. any authority for 
wearing the colours under which she was at the time. I informed him that I doubted bis nationality, 
more particularly as, out of the crew on deck, there was only one other American person, the rest. being 
foreigners, and In consequence should search the vessel ; on opening the hatches, she was found to be 
‘fally fitted for the Slave Trade, with fourteen Brazilians on the slave-deck, in addition to the 
foreigners already mentioned and two Brazilians on deck as passengers. 

I then acquainted the master with my intention to detain the vessel, and that I would delibe- 
rate respecting her disposal, and returned on board the “Cyclops.” Some two hours afterwards, one 
of the Brazilian passengers, who now affirmed himeelf to be the real captain of the vessel, came on 
board, and acquainted me that, feeling it useless to evade capture, he had destroyed the false Ame- 
rican colours and papors, and substituted the Brazilian flag; I therefore was at liberty to scize bis 
vessel ; and in consequence took possession of the Brazilian barque “Pilot” of 300 tons, fully equipped 
for the Slave Trade, and sent her to St. Helena in charge of Lieutenant Dew. 

I find the barque “Pilot,” at that time an American, was disposed of, as before stated, some 
months since, to Mr. F. Smith, of Rio de Janeiro, who, I now hear, is the same individual who 
was mentioned in the sea-letter produced by the brigantine “Casco” (the capture and case attending 
it was reported in one of my letters to you of the 2nd ultimo), which vessel came over to the coast 
of Africa under nearly the same circumstances as the barque. If Mr. Smith is enabled to purchase 
American vessels, procure protection from the United States’ Consul, he (Mr. Smith) being, as I am 
informed, in the pay. of the slave merchants at Rio de Janeiro, and thus procure for Brazilian pro- 
perty, the fraudulent use of the American flag, with impunity, the performance of our duty in sup- 
pressing the Slave Trade will be increased in difficulties, it being in many cases scarcely possible to 
discern between the true and false American. 

The person, Mr. I. Myles, who represented himself, on my boarding the “ Pilot,” as the American 
master has since informed me. that he held the same position on board the alleged American barque 
“ Quincy” (which you, Sir, may remember being on the South Coast in June and July last); that she 
was, at the time when boarded by the “Centaur” and cruizers, bona-fide Brazilian property, had all 
requisite fitments for slaves, and in charge of a Brazilian master, who appeared as a passenger ; that 
the “Quincy” shipped 650 slaves the same night that she was boarded by some of the boats of our 
cruizers, and that before this shipment took place, they had, at Ambriz, embarked their full cargo of 
slaves, but the smoke of a steamer appearing in the offing (which was afterwards proved to be the 
“Centaur”) the whole of the slaves were re-landed in less than one hour, having employed upwards 
of 35 boats for this service, and that on being boarded by the ‘‘Centaur’s” boat, the Amcrican master 
and iy were again produced. 

I bring these cases under your notice, and would respectfully solicit your directions for my 
guidance, on again falling in with Brazilian vessels, the owners of which have apparently purchased 
the right to display the American flag, and produce sas papers for their protection. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 185. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” Loanda, January 15, 1850. 


MY letter of the (1th instant, dated at this port, acquainted you with the capture of the 
Brazilian barque “ Pilot,” on the 10th instant, at Ambriz, who attempted for some time to claim 
the protection of the American flag, by presenting to the boarding officer false American papers. 

It affords me great pleasure to acquaint you that I have received a communication from 
Lieutenant Jolliffe, commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto,” informing me that on the 
next day, the 11th instant, he fell in with a brig off Ambriz, who showed American colours ; that 
on boarding her, the papers, purporting to be American, were presented, stating the vessel to be the 
“ Rowena,” of Baltimore, but on looking over them attentively Lieutenant Jolliffe found that the 
dates and names had been erased in the register, and felt confident that the United States’ Consul’s 
signature had been forged ; he therefore acquainted the master of the brig that he should detain the 
vessel, on which the master immediately destroyed the papers, and hauled down the American flag. 

On opening the vessel's hatches, a tier of casks was found in the square of the hatch, but 
underneath them she was discovered to be perfectly fitted for the Slave Trade. 

The master stuted he had made two successful trips before with the same papers; that the 
vessels ‘ Casco,” “ Pilot,” “ Snow,” and “Lucy Ann,” belong to the same parties in the Brazils as 
the ** Rowena ;” that he, the master, received 30/. a-month for his services ; and that more vessels 
similarly fitted, in every way, as the before-named ones may be expected on the coast. The 
“ Casco,” “Pilot,” and ‘* Rowena,” have been captured, as reported to you, but I regret to say I hear 
the “Snow” escaped, although boarded in her coming to the coast, by the cruizers. The “ Lucy 
Ann’s” papers were in every respect correct, although I am confident she is Brazilian property, 
and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and only waiting 4 opportunity to ship her cargo. 

ve, &e. 


(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Cuass A. . 2K 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 185. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, March 5, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to forward you a letter from Lieutenant Roderick Dew, Supernumerary 
Lientenant belonging to Her Majesty’s steam-ship under my command, who took charge of and 
conducted the prize-vessel ‘‘ Pilot” to St. Helena for adjudication, the capture of which is detailed 
in my letter of the 11th January last. 

The information Lieutenant Dew has made known to me is, I think, most valuable, as it may 
enable the authorities in Brazil to punish the parties engaged in the purchase or manufacture of the 
false American documents, by which so many vessels have escaped from our cruizers with impunity, 
and from what I have been enabled to hear since of this vessel “ Pilot,” I do not think that 
Lieutenant Dew's information about her being the ‘‘ Cutherine” is quite correct, but that her last 
trip from this coast was made under the name of the “ Quincy.” 

; T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 185, 
Lieutenant Dew to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, St. Helena, January 30, 1850. 


I ARRIVED at this island in the prize barque “ Pilot.” of Boston, seized by you in the roads _ 
of Ambriz, under the peculiar circumstance of being a Brazilian slaver with an American ensign and 
forged papers. I am about to state the substance of various conversations I had with two American 
seamen taken prisoners in the barque, as I deemed it my duty to glean every possible information 
regarding the Slave Trade, and more especially regarding the shameful prostitution of the American 
flag, in that nefarious traffic. 

I have every reason to credit the following statement regarding the Slave Trade and the equip- 
ment of vessels under the American flag for that trade, as I found the account given by one man 
in the main point corroborated that given by the other, and I do not imagine they could have had 
any object in deception. 

In the first place they represent that they were in a measure kidnapped. The owner of the 
lodging-house where they were staying in Rio offered to get them a ship bound to the United States, 
but thatat time loading at Vittoria, a harbour to the northward of Cape Frio. They agreed to ship ; 
and on being paid in advance proceeded on board a small steamer, which conveyed them outside the 
harbour of Rio, when they were transhipped into a small schooner, in company with a number of 
Brazilians, and in a few days arrived at Vittoria. On joining the “ Pilot” they discovered her 
true character, but were not allowed to go on shore, and promised a good reward (150 dollars) on 
their arrival in Africa, with the option of returning in the vessel or having their passage found in 
another. They stated that they had never seen an American consul, so of course the register, which 
stated that the crew were shipped in his presence, was a forgery. 

The port Vittoria is, I think, marked on the chart “ Espirito Santo.” It is solely frequented by 
slavers, there being a factory and small vard for rigging, &c. 

The owner of the “ Pilot” is the celebrated Don Juan Minetta, a one-armed man, and esteemed 
the richest in the Brazils ; the “ Providencia” and “ Serpente” steamers belong to him, and it is his 
boast that not a week passes that a full slaver does not land her slaves on the coast. He owns 
seven or eight vessels under the American flag, which he has bought at Rio, and whose papers are 
all forgeries ; to wit—‘ Pilot of Boston” is stated to have been sold in Rio in March 1848 ; 
according to certificate signed by Mr. Gorham Parks, Consul for the United States at Rio, which 
the sequel will prove must have been a forgery. The true “ Pilot of Boston’ was wrecked many 
years ago, but her spars and tonnage corresponded to this vessel, whose original name, I am led to 
understand, was “ A’ed Rover.” She has been many years in the Slave ‘Trade, under the United 
States’ flag, having made some nine clear voyaycs, the last under the late master, Mr. Myers, who 
landed at Ambriz, with his flag and papers, on a thousand slaves having been shipped. Her name 
was then “Catherine,” and ditterently painted. A Captain Smith, an American, is the consignee of 
these vessels, bearing his country’s flag ; it is his duty to obtain masters, crew, flag, and papers, and 
he gets his per centage on all slaves landed from vessels that have worn the United States’ flag. 

During the month “ Pilot” was fitting out at Vittoria, two other vessels were likewise fitting 
there for the Slave Trade under the United States’ flag, viz., “Casco” and “Snow,” the former 
since captured by the “Pluto,” with 450 slaves, and three vessels entered the harbour under the 
Brazilian flag, having landed their slaves outside the forts. 

“ Pilot” made the African coast near Benguela, where she was boarded by a boat which had 
been on the look-out for her and an American brig for forty days. By her chart, she anchored in 
Bahia Longa on December 11th, but there were no slaves ready for her, as 800 had been shipped a 
few days previously in a two-topsail schooner. “Pilot” waa then ordered to sea for ten days, and 
on making the land near Point Dande was again boarded, and ordered to sea for ten days, in con- 
sequence of “Firefly,” “Star,” and “Pluto” being then at Ambriz, and on anchoring at the 
latter place on the 10th January was captured by “Cyclops.” 

* Pilot” was to have shipped 1200 slaves which had been prepared at Ambriz for the “ Pro- 
videncia” slave steamer, but that vessel was unable to leave Santos, being strictly blockaded by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Hydra.” 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) ” R, DEW, Lieutenant. 


EES 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 185. 
Lieutenant Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Rattler,” at Sea, February 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour of informing you that on the 20th instant Her Majesty’s ship “ Rattler” 
captured a brig called the “ Lucy Ann” of Boston, with 547 slaves on board. 

The facts connected with this capture are instructive, and will tend to show the difficulty which 
besets an officer in the discharge of an onerous duty on this coast ; and I therefore beg to submit the 
following :— 

On the evening of the 18th I personally boarded this vessel for the first time off Ambrizette, 
and examined her papers to ascertain her nationality. They appeared to me in order sufficient to 
justify her sailing under the flag of the United States. They had previously been examined by 
several officers without a defect having been discovered. 

The visit, Sir, was performed with the respect due to the honourable flag she had assumed, and 
in strict compliance with the instructions, the brig not having been hove-to on my going on board or 
leaving her. 

Her maneeuvres, however, having excited ny suspicion, at nightfall I placed Her Majesty's sloop 
in a position to see her should she sail with slaves, and on the morning of the 20th the same 
brig hove in sight. stauding to the westward, having a moderate breeze, and under all sail. As she 
continued her course, and no effort to escape being made, I was enabled to board her at 9h. 30m, 
4.M.. and was shown the papers I had previously examined, without observing any alteration, 

She was at this time under the United States’ flag, her decks were perfectly clean, the hatch- 
ways carefully, I may add almost hermetically closed, and a large boom boat over all. 

When about to leave. a low indistinct murmur, wrung from the accumulating sufferings of her 
human cargo, became audible, end steam, forced from the pressure below, visible. I mutely directed 
the ostensible captain’s attention to this, who instantly declared the papers to be false, that he was 
not the master, ordered the chief mate to haul the American ensign down, and hoist her proper 
colours,—Brazilian—under which flag the hatches were removed, and the most revolting spectacle 
exhibited; more than 500 slaves of both sexes had been thrust below. Impressed with the ides that 
if they betrayed themselves by the slightest noise, their lives would be instantly sacrificed, they 
preserved the strictest silence until the power of eudurance became exhausted. 

I endeavoured to secure the papers, which were confessedly false, but found an opportunity had 
been taken to throw them overboard, a circumstance I much regret. The chief part of the crew 
were evidently citizens of the United States. which however they denied, but in the absence of any 
proof I was reluctantly induced to let them land with the rest of the Brazilians. 

Their anxiety to avoid being taken for Americans is a clear proof of the sincerity of the Govern- 
ment in respect of the Slave Trade, for they looked with dread on the sure and certain punishment 
that would have awaited them. 

I believe, Sir, I am not singular in this opinion, when I state that at least one-half of the 
successful part of the Slave Trade is carried on under the American flag, but certainly not under 
its protection. I have had opportunities of meeting with American cruizers in the Bights of Benin 
and Biafra, and can bear testimony to the vigilance with which their officers watch over their flag 
in order to prevent its being violated by adventurers who may think proper to hoist it, without any 
legal right, for the impunity it affords them. 

The number of American cruizers on the station is so small in proportion to the great extent 
of the slave-dealing coast, that it is to be feared, without their squadron be increased or more 
extended powers granted to commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers in these waters, in ascertaining 
the true nationality of a vessel hoisting the flag of a nation not a party to the Slave Treaties, the 
aney saerifices of our country may be lost, and the hopes of the African philanthropists never be 
realized. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR CUMMING, Commander. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 185. 


Lieutenant Jolliffe to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off St. Paul de Loanda, February 20, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's steam-vessel under my com- 
mand, since my last letter to you dated 31st ultimo. 

On the 12th, at 3-30 p.m., a sail being to seaward, and on her seeing our smoke, observed her 
to shorten sail and haul to the wind; 4°30, steam being up, weighed in chase; at sunset, chase 
distant about five miles; at 7, lust sight of chase ; stopped, and let the “Pluto” drift. At daylight 
on the 13th, as nothing of the chase of last night was observed, returned to Ambriz. 

On the 14th, at 7 a.m., a sail being reported, shortly after which, on observing her to alter 
course, I weighed under steam, and gave chase, and showed colours when at a moderate distance, of 
which no notice was taken; on passing within hail, I demanded to what nation the vessel belonged, 
when she hoisted American colours. 

I then boarded her, accompanied by Mr. Giles, clerk in charge. The vessel was stated to be, 
y her master, the “Anne D. Richardson,” Thomas, master, O. M. Clap, owner, belonging to New . 

ork, with a crew of nine persons, and several Brazilian passengers from Rio Janeiro and Paragua, 

bound to St. Paul de Loanda; cargo general; but as she was ao far to leeward, and off Ambriz, the 
master said he should go there. : 
2K 2 
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On examining the register, which did not answer the description of the vessel, as she had two 
large round-houses on deck, of which no notice was taken in this document, aleo a certificate of a 
change of master, purporting to be from Edward Kent, United States of America Consul at Rio 
Janeiro, this certificate bearing the signature of the Consul twice, neither of which agreed with the 
other ag the signature of a person in such a position. 

The whole preamble of this document was written and signed by the same person, without 
either the stamp or seal of office; which I pointed out to the master, and told him it was a forgery. 

He had a list of crew, but no manifest, or any document from the custom house at Rio Janeiro, 

I then left the vessel, with the intention of closely watching her. 

The barque then wore and stood off the land, when I chased her, informing the master that I 
should detain him for being under false colours; and sent Mr. Shewell, senior mate, with a party of 
men, on board, with directions to inform the master that his papers were most suspicious, and that 
I should send the vessel and the passengers to an American ship of war; but that if he chose to 
open his hatches, and all should prove satisfactory, he would be allowed to proceed, and that I 
would give him a certificate of detention. To this he at first refused, but afterwards did so, when 
the vessel was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with the addition of thirteen seamen secreted 
under hatches on the slave-deck. The master hauled down his colours, and then threw them over- 
board, informing the officer in charge that he had no colours or papers, and that the vessel belonged 
to no state or nation; when all on board commenced making preparations for landing. 

It being a calm, I took the vessel in tow, and anchored her off Ambriz; the master then came 
on board, bringing with him a rough copy of a protest, and asked for time to make the same, when 
1 gave him to 6 o'clock the following morning ; at the expiration of the time, the master gave me 
his protest, accompanied with the ship’s papers, and I then informed him that his vessel would sail 
as the sea-breezes would sct in; he then returned to the barquc. Soon after, he again came on 
hoard the “ Plato,” and asked to withdraw the protest, took it, and destroyed it, with all his papers, 
giving me a certificate stating that the vessel was not under American protection; when I landed 
the men and passengers. 

On examining the barque after the people had left, I observed that the paint had been recently 
scraped on that part of the stern on which the name of a vessel is usually placed, and that a board 
with the name of “Anne D. Richardson” had been put on in a careless manner; on examining it, I 
found the nails quite new, and free from rust, and although the vessel had been lately painted, this 
board had been put on since; aud I am of opinion that this vessel's and also the barque ‘ Pilot's” 
name had been altered to suit the registers: also I beg to inform you that I have several times scen 
the purported signature of the United States of America Consul at Rio de Janeiro, all of which were 
different ; and that this system of forgery has been largely carried on, on this part of the coast, 
rendering it difficult of detention for the want of the knowledge of this signature ; and from what I 
understand, this gentleman will not clear an American vessel for the coast of Africa, which is the 
cause of their going from Rio Janeiro to the adjacent outports, and procuring papers and passports 
from doubtful people. 

I have, &e. ; 
(Signed) W. K. JOLLIFFE, Lieutenant § Commander. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 185. 


Declaration of Mr. Thomas. 


I, THE Undersigned, do aiid declare that the barque “Anne D. Richardson,” of which I am 
said to be master, is not a vessel belonging to the United States of America; and that I this day, 
the 15th February, 1850, voluntarily deliver her up to Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, commanding Her 
Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “Pluto,” and that she does not belong to, nor does she claim the 
flag of any state or nation; and I do also declare that I have no intention to defend the said vessel 
as being a legal trader, nor do I intend to take proceedings against the said Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, 
for having detained the said vessel. 

Dated on board the barque “.dnne D. Richardson,” this 15th February, 1850, off Ambriz. 

(Signed) W. H. THOMAS, Master. 
Witness : 
Nicnoxas Grixs, Clerk in charge of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto.” 





Inclosure 8 in No. 185. 
Lieutenant Jolliffe to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off the Congo, March 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's steam-vessel under my com- 
mand, since 28th ultimo. 

The 10th, communicated with “Cyclops” off Ambriz, and delivered to the Honourable Captain 
Hastings all my letters and despatches up to 28th February, which I had the honour to address to 

‘ou. 

The 13th, arrived off the Congo, and communicated with “ Firefly,” which vessel left, the day 
following, for Ambriz. 

On the forenoon of the 16tb, a vessel was reported to seaward, standing in for the Congo; 
proceeded under steam to close her; when at a moderate distance observed she had American 
colours hoisted ; at 1 p.m. boarded her, accompanied by Mr. Giles, clerk in charge. : 
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This vessel was stated by her master to be the “J. W. Huntingdon,” of New York, fifty-five 
days from Rio Janeiro, bound up the Congo; Charles J. Wood, master; Prussel, owner. On 
examining her papers, I found them similar to those of other vessels detained by me, all of which 
were declared by their several masters false. By the ship's articles, she was cleared out for the 
Cape de Verde Islands or elsewhere, for the period of six months, and on which was shown her crew 
to consist of nine persons. This document was signed by the clerk of Edward Kent, Esquire, United 
aren Consul at Rio Janeiro. She had no manifest or clearance from the custom-house at that 
place. 
I then detained the vessel, for being under false colours, and engaged in the Slave Trade; and 
on opening her hatches, I found a slave-deck laid, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with the 
supposed Brazilian master and seven Brazilian subjects secreted in the hold, in addition to the other 
men named in the ist of crew. On which, the master declared hia vessel to be under false colours, 
and gave me a certificate, stating she was not American property or under American protection. 

I beg alzo to remark, that on mustering the crew, some of them did not answer to the names 
inserted in the list of crew; and I believe only one of them besides the master to be American. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. KYNASTON JOLLIFFE, Lieutenant Commander. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 185. 
Declaration of Mr. Wood. 


I, CHARLES J. WOOD, said master of the brig “J. W. Huntingdon,” detained this 16th 
March, 1850, by Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel “Pluto,” for being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, do hereby declare that she is not a vessel belonging to nor under the protection of the 
United States of America, and that I have delivered her up to Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, in command 
of said steam-vessel “ Pluto,” voluntarily. 

Dated on board the brig “ J. W. Huntingdon,” off the River Congo, this 16th March, 1850. 


(Signed) CHAS. J. WOOD, Master. 
T agree to the above statement. 
(Signed) JOAQUIN MARQUES, First Mate. 
Similar statement. 
(Signed) GAELO GALEZ, Second Mate. 
Witness : 
(Signed) Nicnoxas Ginxs, Clerk in charge of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto.” 


We the Undersigned do hereby certify that we have voluntarily delivered to Lieutenant W. K. 
Jolliffe, in command of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto,” the brig “J. W. Huntingdon,” for being 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and we do not wish to proceed to any British Vice-Admiralty 
Court to defend her. 

Dated on board brig “ J. W. Huntingdon,” 16th March, 1850. 

(Signed) CHAS. J. WOOD, Master. 
LAZARO JOZE D'OLIVA. SILVA, Supercargo. 

Witness : 

Cuas. Gries, Clerk in charge of Her Majestys ship “ Pluto.” 





No. 186. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received June 8.) 


“Centaur,” Point Padrone, March 20, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from the Honourable Captain 
Hastings, Senior Officer of the South Division, inclosing copies of one addressed 
by him in my absence to his Excellency the Governor of Angola, and his reply 
relative to the residence at St. Paul de Loanda, of a M. Francisco Antonio 
Flores, a Brazilian merchant, who has been for some time actively engaged 
there in the Slave Trade; indeed the notoriety of this person as a slave-dealer 
has been general. nae , 

I beg to add, that I have learnt, though not from any positive authority, 
that he has, since the date of these letters, made preparation for quitting Loanda 
and breaking up his establishment ; I hope I may find it confirmed on my visit 
to that place; and that further interference with his Excellency, who appears to 
have replied to Captain Hastings’ communications in a right time, on my part, 
may be unnecessary. 


Sir, 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


— enema 
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On examining the register, which did not answer the description of the vessel, as she had two 
large round-houses on deck, of which no notice was taken in this document, also a certificate of a 
change of master, purporting to be from Edward Kent, United States of America Consul at Rio 
Janeiro, this certificate bearing the signature of the Consul twice, neither of which agreed with the 
other as the signature of a person in such a position. 

The whole preamble of this document was written and signed by the same person, without 
either the stamp or seal of office; which I pointed out to the master, and told him it was a forgery. 

He had a list of crew, but no manifest, or any document from the custom house at Rio Janeiro. 

I then left the vessel, with the intention of closely watching her. 

The barque then wore and stood off the land, when I chased her, informing the master that I 
should detain him for being under false coloure; and sent Mr. Shewell, senior mate, with a party of 
men, on board, with directions to inform the master that his papers were most suspicious, and that 
I should send the vessel and the passengers to an American ship of war; but that if he chose to 
open his hatches, and all should prove satisfactory, he would be allowed to proceed, and that I 
would give him a certificate of detention. To this he at first refused, but afterwards did so, when 
the vessel was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with the addition of thirteen seamen secreted 
under hatches on the slave-deck. The master hauled down his colours, and then threw them over- 
board, informing the officer in charge that he had no colours or papers, and that the vesscl belonged 
to no state or nation; when all on Tard commenced making preparations for landing. 

It being a calm, I took the vessel in tow, and anchored her off Ambriz; the master then came 
ou board, bringing with him a rough copy of a protest, and asked for time to make the same, when 
1 gave him to 6 o'clock the following morning; at the expiration of the time, the master gave me 
his protest, accompanied with the ship’s papers, and I then informed him that his vessel would sail 
as the sea-breezes would set in; he then returned to the barquc. Soon after, he again came on 
board the “ Plato,” and asked to withdraw the protest, took it, and destroyed it, with all his papers, 
giving me a certificate stating that the vessel was not under American protection; when I landed 
the men and passengers. 

On examining the barque after the people had left, I observed that the paint had been recently 
scraped on that part of the stern on which the name of a vessel is usually placed, and that a board 
with the name of “Anne D. Richardson” had been put on in a careless manner; on examining it, I 
found the nails quite new, and free from rust, and although the vessel had been lately painted, this 
board had been put on since; and J am of opinion that this vessel’s and also the barque ‘ Pitot's” 
name had been altered to suit the registers: also I beg to inform you that I have several times scen 
the purported signature of the United States of America Consul at Rio de Janeiro, all of which were 
different ; and that this system of forgery has been largely carried on, on this part of the coast, 
rendering it difficult of detention for the waut of the knowledge of this signature ; and from what I 
understand, this gentleman will not clear an American vessel for the coast of Africa, which is the 
cause of their going from Rio Janeiro to the adjacent outports, and procuring papers and passports 
from doubtful people. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) W. K. JOLLIFFE, Lieutenant § Commander. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 185. 
Declaration of Mr. Thomas. 


I, THE Undersigned, do hereby declare that the barque “Anne D. Richardson,” of which I] am 
said to be master, is not a vessel belonging to the United States of America; and that I this day, 
the 15th February, 1850, voluntarily deliver her up to Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, commanding Her 
Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “Pluto,” and that she does not belong to, nor does she claim the 
flag of any state or nation; and I do also declare that I have no intention to defend the said vessel 
as being a legal trader, nor do I intend to take proceedings against the said Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, 
for having detained the said vessel. 

Dated on board the barque “ Anne D. Richardson,” this 15th February, 1850, off Ambriz. 

(Signed) W. H. THOMAS, Master. 

Witness : 

Nicuoxtas Gruzs, Clerk in charge of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto.” 





Inclosure 8 in No. 185. 
Lieutenant Jolliffe to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Pluto,” off the Congo, March 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the hononr to report the proceedings of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel under my com- 
mand, since 28th ultimo. 
The 10th, communicated with “Cyclops ” off Ambriz, and delivered to the Honourable Captain 
Hastings all my letters and despatches up to 28th February, which I had the honour to address to 
ou. 
The 13th, arrived off the Congo, and communicated with “ Firefly,” which vessel left, the day 
following, for Ambriz. 
On the forenoon of the 16th, a vessel was reported to seaward, standing in for the Congo; 
proceeded under steam to close her; when at a moderate distance observed she had American 
colours hoisted ; at 1 p.m. boarded her, accompanied by Mr. Giles, clerk in charge, 
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This vessel was stated by her master to be the “J. W. Huntingdon,” of New York, fifty-five 
days from Rio Janeiro, bound up the Congo; Charles J. Wood, master; Prussel, owner. On 
examining her papers, I found them similar to those of other vessels detained by me, all of which 
were declared by their several masters false. By the ship’s articles, she was cleared out for the 
Cape de Verde Islands or elsewhere, for the period of six months, and on which was shown her crew 
to consist of nine persons. This document was signed by the clerk of Edward Kent, Esquire, United 
— Consul at Rio Janeiro. She had no manifest or clearance from the custom-house at that 
place. 
I then detained the vessel, for being under false colours, and engaged in the Slave Trade; and 
on opening her hatches, I found a slave-deck laid, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with the 
supposed Brazilian master and seven Brazilian subjects secreted in the hold, in addition to the other 
men named in the ist of crew. On which, the master declared his vessel to be under false colours, 
and gave me a certificate, stating she was not American property or under American protection. 

beg also to remark, that on mustering the crew, some of them did not answer to the names 
inserted in the list of crew; and I believe only one of them besides the master to be American. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. KYNASTON JOLLIFFE, Lieutenant Commander. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 185. 
Declaration of Mr. Wood. 


I, CHARLES J. WOOD, said master of the brig “J. W. Huntingdon,” detained this 16th 
March, 1850, by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “Pluto,” for being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, do hereby declare that she is not a vessel belonging to nor under the protection of the 
United States of America, and that I have delivered her up to Lieutenant W. K. Jolliffe, in command 
of said steam-vessel “ Pluto,” voluntarily. 

Dated on board the brig “J. W. Huntingdon,” off the River Congo, this 16th March, 1850. 


(Signed) CHAS. J. WOOD, Master. 
ae ee oa (Signed) JOAQUIN MARQUES, First Mate. 
mh (Signed) GAELO GALEZ, Second Mate. 
Sin Nicnoxas Gixes, Clerk in charge of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto.” 


We the Undersigned do hereby certify that we have voluntarily delivered to Lieutenant W. K. 
Jolliffe, in command of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Pluto,” the brig “J. W. Huntingdon,” for being 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and we do not wish to proceed to any British Vice-Admiralty 
Court to defend her. 

Dated on board brig “ J. W. Huntingdon,” 16th March, 1850. 

(Signed) CHAS. J. WOOD, Master. 
LAZARO JOZE D‘OLIVA. SILVA, Supercargo. 

‘Witness : 

Cuas. Gries, Clerk in charge of Her Majestys ship “ Pluto.” 


a 


No. 186. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty —(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “© Centaur,” Point Padrone, March 20, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from the Honourable Captain 
Hastings, Senior Officer of the South Division, inclosing copies of one addressed 
by him in my absence to his Excellency the Governor of Angola, and his reply 
relative to the residence at St. Paul de Loanda, of a M. Francisco Antonio 
Flores, a Brazilian merchant, who has been for some time actively engaged 
there in the Slave Trade; indeed the notoriety of this person as a slave-dealer 
has been general. aoe ‘ 

I beg to add, that I have learnt, though not from any positive authority, 
that he has, since the date of these letters, made preparation for quitting Loanda 
and breaking up his establishment; I hope I may find it confirmed on my visit 
to that place; and that further interference with his Excellency, who appears to 
have replied to Captain Hastings’ communications in a right time, on my part, 
may be unnecessary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


SE 
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tnclosure 1 in No. 186. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, January 21, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letters of the 11th and 15th instant, reporting the captures made 
within the: last few days by Her Majesty's steam-ship under my command, and Her Majesty’s 
steamer “Pluto,” I have the honour to acquaint you, that having received information respecting a 
M. Francisco Antonio Flores, a Brazilian merchant resident at Loanda, being connected with the 
parties inthe Brazils to whum those vessels belonged, and also having ascertained that the Brazilian 
masters and crews were conveyed to Loands from Ampbriz, and became located in that merchant's 
house, I addressed his Excellency the Governor-General of the Province of Angola on the subject, 
and I annex a copy of my communication, together with a translation of his Excellency’s reply 
thereto. 

In transmitting this correspondence for your information, I feel it my duty to inform you it is 
my firm conviction that had his Excellency taken active measures in bringing the subject before 
the local authorities of the province, on the receipt of my letter, M. Flores might have been con- 
victed of being engaged in the Traffic in Slaves, and consequently expelled the province. 

I submit the matter to you, Sir, in the hope that application might still be made, through the 
proper authorities, for the removal of this Brazilian merchant from the Portuguese territory on this 
Coast, as it is notorious that M. Flores has been engaged for some years as an agent or director of 
Slave Traffic, using Loanda as his head-quarters and residence, from which city he is enabled to 
peaae negroes by means of inferior agents stationed along the coast, and to make arrangements 

for their shipment in the vessels which are dispatched from the Brazils to the points previously 
agreed on. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 186. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to the Governor-General of Angola. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” St. Paul de Loanda, January 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to bring under your Excellency’s notice the following particulars :— 

On the 10th instant, whilst at anchorin Her Majesty’s ship under my command, off Ambriz, a 
vessel arrived at that anchorage displaying at her mizen the American ensign. 

I went on board the said vessel, and demanded his papers, which, on perusing, I felt convinced 
were false ones. 

I told the master of the vessel that his papers being irregular I should detain him ; and after 
some two hours’ deliberation one of the passengers of the vessel came on board the “ Cyclops,” and 
told me that my impressions of the falsity of the papers were correct, that he was the master, and 
the vessel Brazilian property. 

On taking possession of her, and opening the hatches, I found the slave-deck laid, and the 
vessel perfectly fitted to receive slaves, with water and food on board for them, together with a 
Brazilian crew. 

T have related these particulars of the capture of this slave-vessel, for the purpose of bringing 
under your Excellency’s notice the name of M. F. A. Flores, who, I believe, is a merchant 
residing at present in this city. I have sufficient grounds for stating, having learnt many particulars 
from our two last captures, that M. Flores is engaged both by partnership and agency with the 
slave-dealers, and that from Loanda he makes all arrangements for the purchase of cargoes of 
negroes for slave-vessels expected on the south-west coast of Africa, the vessel before alluded to 
being consigned to him, and ordered to be at Ambriz on the 9th instant. 

sae confident that neither the Government of Portugal nor your Excellency would counte- 
nance or permit the residence within the Portuguese territory of parties engaged in this inhuman 
traffic, and therefore before transmitting my report relative to the proceedings of M. F, A. Flores 
and other parties in the Brazils to the British Government, I submit the statement for your Excel- 
lency’s information. 

T have, &c. 
Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 186. 
The Governor-General of Angola to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, Palace of the Government in Loanda, January 17, 1850. 
YESTERDAY evening I had the honour to receive your letter of that date, containing the 
aac piner relative to the capture made by you recently at Ambriz, of a ship which, having first 
isplayed American colours, was afterwards discovered to be Brazilian property, being found com- 
pletely fitted for the Slave Trade, and moreover expressing your conviction that the Brazilian 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 255 


merchant resident in this city, Francisco Antonio Flores, was the agent of the said ship, and also 
associated with other Brazilians in the inhuman and prohibited Traffic in Slaves. It becomes my 
first duty to thank you in the warmest manner for the courtesy with which you have made me 
acquainted with all the particulars relative to the apprehension of the said ship, and for your good- 
ness in pointing out the name of the merchant Flores as implicated in the illicit Traffic, that I may 
be enabled to keep a vigilant watch on him, and to direct the process ordered by the laws to be 
carried into effect when opportunity shall offer. 

You should be informed that this individual, being a foreigner, and resident in this city with 

” the express permission of the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, can only by its determi- 
nation, or by a sentence in due form, be expelled ; indeed a contrary proceeding would necessarily 
produce a very injurious precedent affecting other foreigners likewise resident here. 

T shall communicate all these oceurrences by the first opportunity to the Government of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, and request its orders in regard thereto, but in the meantime I shall not 
lose sight of the communication which you were pleased to make to me, by watching the merchant 
Flores, and even taking proceedings myself independently of other determinations of my Govern- 
ment, whenever I shull have sufficient grounds to enable me to do so. 

It remains for me finally to signify to you, that you have dune complete justice to my Govern- 
ment and to myself in supposing us incapable of protecting any merchant engaged in this inhuman 
traffic, and on this point I am able to assure you with pride, that up to this day it is not known to 
me that there has departed from any of the places where there are Portuguese authorities resident 
along the extent of this vast coast, one single African destined for the inhuman Traffic, and that my 
orders in this respect havo been rigidly and completely executed. 





God preserve you. 
By the Governor-General, 
(Signed) ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO. 
No. 187. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


(Extract.) “Centaur,” off Point Padrone, March 20, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of documents relative to the 
destruction of a British factory at Ambriz, which I have received from the 
Honourable Captain Hastings, who, hearing of the occurrence only at the 
moment he was obliged to repair to St. Helena in the “Cyclops” for provisions 
for the division, dispatched Commander Tudor to the spot to make inquiry and 
obtain remuneration. 

Commander Tudor appears to have acted with his wonted zeal and energy, 
and to have nearly lost his life on the occasion. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” Loanda, January 11, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the day previous to my leaving this port, last 
month, for St. Helena, to procure an immediate supply of provisions for the south division, I 
received an application through Icr Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at this city from a Mr. 
Hannah, the agent of Messrs. llutton and Cookson, merchants of Liverpool at Ambriz, requesting 
me to grant him protection, and to demand from the Chiefs of Ambriz remuneration for the losses 
his firm sustained by their factory at that place having been burnt to the ground by the natives on 
the 25th Noveinber. 

As Her Majesty’s steam-sloop the “Firefly” arrived here from Congo, the day I received 
Mr. Hannah’s communication, I gave Commander Tudor an order to call off Ambriz on his return 
to the Congo, to make every inquiry into the matter, and to obtain, if possible (without using force) 
the remuneration sought for by the representative of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson. J have now the 
honour to inclose you Commander Tudor’s report of his proceedings, together with all the documents 
connected with the matter, and trust the same will meet your approval. 

Commander Tudor delivered a copy of the Ambriz agrecment to the Portuguese Commodore, 
and to the senior officer of the French division ; and also transmitted one to Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul at this port, who has this day informed me that he has inclosed it to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

T have, &e. 
Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, December 2, 1849. 


I INCLOSE yon a letter received this day from Her Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at this 
port, together with a copy of a statement forwarded by him, from Mr. Hannah, the agent of Messrs. 
aoe and Cookson of Liverpool, concerning the burning of their factory at Ambriz on the 25th 
ultimo. 

T have to direct you on leaving this port to proceed to Ambriz, and to seek an interview with 
the agent and other Europeans that may be resident there ; obtain from them individually, upon 
oath, if possible, a statement of the truth of the occurrence in qnestion ; and if you should find 
that the burning of the factory was malicious and wilful, and done at the instigation of any of the 
head-men of that settlement ; and that no conduct or proceedings on the part of Mr. Hannah could 
have led to the destruction of the property in question, you will demand from the Chiefs remunera- 
tion for the losses already incurred, and protection for all British subjects, conducting themselves 
properly, who may be resident at Ambriz. But, on the other hand, you will be guarded in 
demanding redress for any British subject who may have conducted himself improperly, or given 
offence to the native authorities. 

The inclosures (two in number) are to be returned to me, together with your report on this 
service, on our next meeting. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 187. 


Mr. Hannah to Vice-Consul Brand. 
Sir, Ambriz, November 27, 1849. 


I HAVE taken the liberty of petitioning you in behalf of Messrs. Hutton and Cookson of 
Liverpool, on account of the factory in my charge having been maliciously set fire to by the 
natives of Ambriz, on the morning of the 25th instant at 34.m. I was awoke by the cry of fire ; 
it was then on the outside of my house, and at first I thought to stop its progress, without the 
entire loss of my factory ; but the natives hired in my employ, with myself, were not able to stop 

. the progress of the flames, and in less than five minutes the house was surrounded by the natives 
for the purpose of plunder, and at the same time all the white people on the Point were there to 
render me assistance, by endeavouring to save some portion of the property, but the natives 
immediately attacked them with sticks and stones, likewise wounding two white men that were 
endeavouring to save some portion of the ivory, and all gentlemen that rendered me their assist- 
ance were abused in the vilest manner, and ordered to go to their own houses ; but they persevered 
at the risk of their lives, and J was able to save a portion of the ivory in a burned state. Now, 
the amount of loss to Messrs. Hutton and Cookson is 2,600J. sterling ; likewise this is the second 
time of their firing Messrs. Hutton and Cookson’s factory, it having been eet fire to in February, 
1849, but fortunately was got under, by breaking down part of the house. Now there is no 
motive that I know of but for plunder, I having had no disturbance with them whatever; I 
therefore pray for your help and protection, so that I may get a remuneration for the loss of the 
property of Messrs. Hutton and Cookson, likewise protection for the future safety of our property 
and lives, trusting that you will take this into due consideration. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) E. HANNAH, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 187. 


Vice-Consul Brand to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, Loanda, December 1, 1849. 


I BEG to acquaint you that I this day received from the agent in charge of the factory at 
Ambriz Point, belonging to Messrs. Hutton and Cookson of Liverpool, the letter of which the 
inclosed is a copy, stating that on the morning of the 25th ultimo that factory had been set on fire 
by the natives, and British property to the amount in value of 2,600/. completely destroyed. 

This communication has, as you will see, been made to me under the impression that it is in 
my power to render assistance in obtaining remuneration for the loss uf property already sustained, 
as well as to afford protection for the future. 

As Ambriz Point, however, appears to be situated north of the eighth degree of south latitude, 
the most northern limit of the territory on this part of the west coast of Africa, over which the 
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the Portuguese Crown was fully recognized by the British Govern- 
ment, in Article II of the Convention of the 28th July, 1817, additional to the Treaty between 
Great Britain and Portugal of the 22nd January, 1815, and consequently beyond the jurisdiction 
of the General Government to which I am accredited, I cannot, therefore, call upon the authorities 
of this province to interfere in the present case ; and under these circumstances, finding you in this 
port it appears to me right that I should lose no time in bringing this important matter to your _ 

nowledge, in order that you may adopt such measures as may appear to you proper and 
Necessary. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. BRAND, 
British Vice-Consul in Angola, 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 187. 
Commander Tudor to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Firefly,” Ambriz, December 16, 1849. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that having anchored at Loanda on the 1st instant for the 
purpose of coaling, I, on the next day, received orders from Captain Hastings to take Ambriz on my 
way to the Congo, and make inquiries concerning complaints from the merchants there, relative to a 
destruction of British property by fire, and the want of security felt for life and property. 

_ On the evening of the 2nd instant “Cyclops” sailed, aed that night a letter was brought to me 
addressed to Captain Hastings; the Portuguese who delivered it to me informing me that it was from 

’ Ambriz, I considered it my duty to open it. A copy of that letter, dated Ambriz, 29th November, 
T have the honour to inclose ; having coaled, I, with “Pluto,” who had arrived for coals, sailed on the 
4th instant, and on the 5th instantanchored at Ambriz, landed with Lieutenant Jolliffe, commander of the 
“Pluto,” and inquired into the statements in the merchant’s letters; finding, as far as one side of the 

: question went, just ground to go upon, I demanded an interview with the Chiefs, which was fixed 
or the next day. On the morning of that day (6th instant) having to proceed in chase, in consequence 
of having granted “Pluto” permission to put her fires out, and clean her flues, and being detained by 
the chase and capture of the Brazilian slave-brig “Julia,” I did not land till after the hour named 
for the interview with the Chiefs; fortunately, however, the Chiefs had not arrived, and the next day 
was by them named for the meeting ;—I now dispatched “Pluto” to the Congo, with orders for the 
“Star” to join me off Ambriz, and to bring with her my boats, which I had left guarding the Congo. 

The day following (7th instant) proved an unasually boisterous one for this coast, with a a 
breeze from the northward, and a very heavy bar; but, notwithstanding, considering that I ha 
demanded the meeting with the Chiefs, I considered it my duty to attempt landing. We passed the oute 
bar in safety, but broached-to in the inner surf, when the galley was upset, and myself, Mr. Forster, 
clerk in charge, and the boats-crew, were obliged to swim for our lives, through a heavy beach surf, 
losing our uniforms, which we had, in consequence of the heavy rain, in carpet-bags, also the docu- 
ments connected with this aftair,—duplicates of all, with the exception of Mr. Brand’s and Captain 
Hastings’ letters, I have however been able to obtain; the boat, quite a wreck, eventually washed on 
shore. The Chiefs had not arrived, nor did they come when t sent to inform them I was waiting 
for them. I therefore, in consequence of their not attending to meet the charge brought against the 
natives by the merchants, had only to consider that it was a just one, and now gave the King and 
Chiefs notice, that unless in ten days indemnity was made for the loss sustained by fire, and full security 
given for the protection of life and property for the future, I would stop the trade at Ambriz—having 
first consulted with the merchants as to the time they would require for securing their property; 
offering them from forty-eight hours to a month, and the use of Her Majesty’s steamer under my 

- command, but ten days was named by themselves as quite sufficient; they also agreeing to stop 
Trade with the natives at the same time. 

I did not hesitate to tell the merchants that I availed myself not only of the opportunity to 

bring the King and Chiefs to their senses, but also to effectually close for the time one of the most 
- notorious slavo-shipping points in Western Africa, by not only adda the exportation of the slaves 
themselves, but also by stopping the importation of goods by which they are purchased. 

I am happy to inform you, Sir, that the results of our interference have been favourable ; 
indemnity for he past and security for the future having been given on the 15th instant, on which 
day I met the Chiefs. 

I have the honour, Sir, to inclose the agreement entered into by myself on the part of the Flag 
with the King and Chiefs of Ambriz, as also the correspondence connected with this affair, and trust 
the line of conduct I have adopted will meet with your approbation. 

: T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN TUDOR, Commander. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 187. 
Petition from Mr. Power and others, Agents at_Ambriz. 


UNTO the Hononrable G. F. Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops,” and senior 
officer of the Southern Division of Her Majesty’s squadron on the west coast of Africa, petition o 
the Undersigned Agents at Ambriz, showeth— 

Ist. That on the night of Friday, the 28rd instant, a malicious attempt was made by the 
natives of Ambriz to set fire to the factory of Messrs. Charles Horsfall and Sons of Liverpool, at 
present containing goods and produce amounting to about 10,000/. sterling, by placing piece of 
ignited oakum under the bamboo and grass forming the roof, and the entire destruction of the 
property was only prevented throngh one of the white servants accidentally overhearing the footsteps 
of a person upon the roof, and being thus alarmed, went out, though too late to capture the author 
of this malicious design ; the piece of oakum being found tho next morning burnt through, without 
its having ignited the grass and bamboo surrounding it. 

2nd. That on the night of the 25th instant (Sunday) after the above occurrence, the same 
attempt was made at the factory of Messrs. Hutton and Cookson of Liverpool, which attempt anhap- 
pily was successful, the progress of the flames having advanced so far before the servants of the 
factory became aware of it ag to render it impossible to arrest them, and the whole factory was, 
with the goods and produce therein, amounting to about 3000/. sterling, completely destroyed, with 
the exception of a few books and some insignificant articles. : ; 

8rd. That these successive attempts to destroy the factories of different agents at this place 
shows plainly that the design did not originate in any individual malice or revenge, but in a system- 
atic plan formed by the natives to plunder the factories during the confusion caused by their destruc- 
ion, as has occurred before. 


Cuass A. 2L 
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4th. That the Undersigned have no means of protecting their property against these malicious 
attempts, the only guards which it is in their power to employ being the natives of this place, and 
always too ready to join in league with their countrymen in such abominable practices ; they trust 
you will clearly see the precarious position in which the lives and property of those honourably 
employed in conducting legal commerce are consequently placed in this place. 

5th. That the Undersigned therefore feel themselves imperatively called upon, not only on 
their account, but also in behalf of those with whose interests they have been intrusted, rand to 
represent to you the occnrrences, and to point out the position in which they are plaeed, in the hope 
that you will be pleased to order that such measures muy be immediately taken as may insure full 
compensation for the amount of property destroyed, and also to inflict upon the perpetrators of the 
crime such punishment as will deter the natives from attempting such nefarious and disastrous 
outrages. 

Sth, That the Undersigned have the more confidence in making this representation to you 
from the following facts :—That they are British subjects, situated in an uncivilized country, ca bt 
‘there are no regular authorities to whom they can apply for redress. That the amount of British 
property intrusted to their charge is of great amount, That the trade in which they are engaged is 

one not only of considerable valve in itself, but also well calculated to extend British commerce on 
the coast of Africa, and consequently promote the progressive civilization of that unhappy country, 
—a matter which is and has been long deeply interesting to Her Majesty's Government ; and further, 
that Her Majesty’s naval forces on this coast being the only branch of the Pile service to which 
they can in such cases readily apply, they therefore confidently expect from the forces at your 
disposal that protection for themselves and for the interests committed to their charge, which, as 
faithful subjects of Her Majesty, they cannot help fecling that they have reason to expect. 

May it please you therefore, Sir, to take this petition into due consideration, and your petitioners 


will ever pray. 
(Signed) A. M. POWER. 
R. A. MAGOWN. 
EDWD. HANNAH. 
JAMES HARRIS. 
PETER M‘CULLOCH. 
Ambriz, November 29, 1849. JOHN ROYLE. 


a , 
Inclosure 7 in No. 187. 
Commander Tudor to Mr. Powers and others. 


Gentlemen, Ambriz, Deeember'5, 1849. 


AFTER hearing the letters, which I will cause to be read to you, relative to the burning of 
the factory of Messrs. Hutton and Cookson of Liverpool, and the attempt to burn the property of 
Messrs. Horefall of Liverpool, I have to request you will be pleased to answer ‘the following 
questions, viz. — 

Was, in your opinion, the fire at the factory of Messrs. Hutton ‘and Codkson the result of 
accident or design, as also the design to set fire to the property of Messrs, ‘Horsfall ? 

Most certamly design in both cases, as can be fully proved. 

If of design, what parties do you consider to:be the perpetrators of it,—natives df ‘the country 
or strangers resident here for the time being ? 

No strangers are in any way suspected ; on the contrary all white residents and strangers 
tendered every possible assistance in saying the property, and, as has been said before, the natives 
are alone the perpetrators. 

Do you pay customs or duties to any King or chief for permission to reside or trade at Ambriz? 
If so, to whom? 

Duties or customs have always been paid to the reigning King and chiefs of the country for each 
and every vessel's cargo for permission to trade and establish factories here. 

Do you consider the force or native police sufficient for the protection of the lives and property 
of the merchants residing at this place ? 

Certainly not ; native police we have none, or at least no police have ever given us the slightest 
protection, and our property, when once on shore, as also our lives, are completely at the power and 
at the mercy of the natives. 

(Signed) JOHN TUDOR, Commander of Her Mayesty’s 

steam-vessel “. Firefly.” 

A. M. POWER. 

JAS. HARRIS. 

EDWD..HANNAH. 

N. AUG. FRYE, dine 

R. AUG. Macown, t peihaiciead! 

ALBERTO SCHUTE, | Portugeese. 


ee EE Pe 
Inclosure 8 in No. 187, 


Commander Tudor to Messrs. Power and others. 


Gentlemen, Ambriz, December 7, 1849. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I have to inform you that I have landed 
upon two separate occasions, for the purpose of ree the Chiefs of Ambriz, on both of which the 
fo. 


ee failed to keep their appointments; I shall therefore not keep any other appointments wi 
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And I beg to inform you, that unless I have full assurance for pee to the life and pro- 
perty of the subjects of all nations honestly trading at Ambriz, for the future, with indemnity to the 
firm of Messrs. Hutton and Cookson, of Liverpool, for their late loss, I shall, at the expiration of 
ten days, stop the trade of the port of Ambriz. This you will be pleased to make known to the 
King and Chiefs of this place. 
T am, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN TUDOR. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 187. 
Mr. Power and others to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, Ambriz, December 9, 1849. 

THE Chiefs, according to promise, came down this morning; and, agreeably to your request, I 
immediately made them acquainted with the contents of your letter of yesterday's date, addressed 
to the agents here established. 

The result was far from satisfactory ; as they candidly told us it is not thcir intention indem- 
nifying the firm of Messra. Hutton and Cookson, of Liverpool, for their loss, which, with a view of - 
having the demand settled amicably, is laid by their agent at only 3000 pieces of goods—conse- 
quently the sum demanded is about one-sixth of the value of the property consumed. The beha- 
viour of the Chiefs who appeared, forming the deputation from the King, was scornful to a degree 
unprecedented, they even hinting to us that, should force be used by you in exacting payment, they 
were sufliciently. strong to cope with any that might be landed from Her Majesty's steam-vessels of 
war. It is, however, their intention addressing a letter to you, which, immediately on its receipt, 
shall be forwarded. 

Under these circumstances, we humbly request that you will adopt such measures in bringing 
them to terms as your judgment and experience may suggest. 

We are, &e. 
(Signed) A. W. POWER. 
JAMES HARRIS. 
EDWD. HANNAH. 
R. AUG. MAGOWN. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 187. 


The King of Ambriz to Commander Tudor. 
{Translation.) 
My dearest Friend, Ambriz, December 9, 1850. 
ay writing this, I ask you the motive why you should ask payment for your goods that burnt 
in the fire? 

. Your goods burnt, it is true, though I cannot pay for them; but if you wish that I should pay 
you your goods, order the one that burnt the factory to be delivered up to me, his name, and if truly 
one of Ambriz. If you cannot, I cannot pay anything for the factory. You lost your goods by his 
drunkenness, because we of Ambriz have it customary amongst ourselves that when a black of 
Ambriz burns a factory, I that am a King am obliged to deliver up the criminal into the white 
men’s hands. 

When you wish to do us harm, then, say it is not on account of the burning of the factory; 
because a person only pays that he owes, and to pay as you request I cannot, as I am not a debtor, 
and I know nothing of this history. Nothing more at present, and always your obedient servant, 

(Signed) KING DON SEBASTINO. 





Inclosure 11 in No. 187. 
Mr. Power and others to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, Ambriz, December 15, 1849. 


_ WITH the greatest pleasure we have to inform you that after a long interview with the Chiefs 
this morning, we were able, fortunately, to convince them that indemnification to the firm of Messrs. 
Hutton and Cookson, for their recent loss, would be rigorously exacted by you from them; and on 
pointing out your determination, should they still refuse compliance, they at length yielded, by 
satisfying the demand made upon them by Mesers. Hutton and Cookson’s agent here. 

e therefore beg that you may be pleased to cancel our petition of the 29th ultimo, signed by 
the resident agents at this place, directed to the Honourable G. Hastings, Captain of Her Majesty's 
steam-veasel “ Cyclops,” praying for the assistance of Her Majesty’s Naval Force; and which we feel 
well assured, had it not been so specdily granted, no indemnification from the natives would have 
been received ; our remaining properties would perhaps have shared the same fate of Messrs. Hutton 
and Co., as also our lives would possibly have been endangered. 

Anxious as we all are to convey to you our seuse of gratitude for the energetic manner in which 

hie have individually taken up our cause—and we hope sincerely that it may prove a salutary 

lesson to these natives, and a proof to them that, should they on any occasion again attempt to 

commit such outrages, we have at hand Her Majesty’s Naval Force, who will, we feel sure, ever be 
Teady to visit upon them that just and severe retribution which such acts merit. 


2L2 
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Let us hope that you will still bind them, before you leave this anchorage, to guarantee the 
safety of the lives and property of all nations lawfully trading here, which we have ne doubt will 
be conceded without objection, and which, in fact, we gave the Chiefs to understand would be 
demanded by you. It rests, therefore, merely with yourself to appoint the hour when the meeting 
of the Chiefs should take place for this purpose. 


igned) AM, POWER. 
(Signet) BD. HANNA, 
M. AUG. FRYE. 


ALBERT SCHUTE. 
JAMES HARRIS. 
R. AUGUST. MAGOWN. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 187. 
Mr. Hannah to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, Ambriz, December 15, 1849. 


I BEG to acquaint you that my demand made upon the King and Chiefs of this place, to 
indemnify Messrs. Hutton and Cookson, of Liverpool, for whom I am at present acting agent, for 
their loss of property, through the malicious destruction of their factory by fire, was to-day fully 
settled. 

I have therefore no other claim upon them ; and I pray, therefore, that the petition of the 29th 
ultimo, signed by myself and other agents resident here, and directed to the Honourable G. F. Has- 
tings, Captain of Her Majesty’s steam-vescel tp Red may be cancelled. At the same time, let 
me express individually my sincere thanks for the prompt assistance rendered by Her Majesty’s 
naval force, as I feel well assured, that without it no redress or indemnity would have been received, 
as also to yourself personally, for your indefatigable exertions made on my behalf. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HANNAH. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 187. 
Agreement with the King and Chiefs of Ambriz. 


AGREEMENT entered into between the King and Chiefs of Ambriz on the one hand, and John 
Tudor, Esquire, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Firefly” on the other. 


That the subjects of Great Britain and all other nations engaged in lawful trade shall receive 
from the King and Chiefs of Ambriz full protection for life and property, and that every privilege 
that is granted to the subjects of one nation shall be granted to the subjects of all others. 

Signed at Ambriz, this 15th day of December, 1849. 

(Signed) JOHN TUDOR. 


his 
MAFUCCA JIM THOMPSON, 4 Chief. 
Authorized by the King. mark. 
his 


MAFUCCA ANTONIO, 4 Chief. 


sack 
Witnesses : MAMBUCO AMIALLI, 4 Chief. 
(Signed) A. M. Power. mark, 
5 AvguerUs Fa YE: MANGOBO ANDRIZ, Chief. 
ALBERTO ScHUTE. ‘mark. 


Epwarp STaMisH, 
James Harzis. 
Epwin J. Foster. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 187. 
Mr. Power and others to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, Ambriz, December 15, 1849. 


_ AS Messrs. Hutton and Cookeon’s acting agent here has duly communicated to you that the 
Chiefs of this place have given him satisfactory indemnity for the loss sustained through the 
destruction of their property by fire, we cannot allow you to leave this without presenting you our 
sincere thanks for the assiduity and energy displayed by you in protecting our property and lives 
against the atrocious insults of these savages, by obliging them to compensate for loss sustained, 
and also peonang our lives and property for the futare. g 

We are fully aware and persuaded, that had it not been for your protection and assiduous 
energy to restrain these natives within the limits prescribed by the laws and customs of civilized 
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nations, we should never have obtained a result so prompt and favourable to our interests, not only 
by Messrs. Hutton and Cookson receiving their indemnity, but also we confidently hope that the 
example given to them on this occasion will not be so easily effaced from their memory, and we 
consider ourselves now completely sheltered from further insult, or from any like atrocity being 
attempted. 

We not only ourselves, but also in the name of those whose interests we represent, beg to 
renew the assurance of our gratitude for your energetic conduct in extricating us from our dangerous 
position, and which through your interference, our position amongst these natives has been so 
suddenly elevated. 

we request, therefore, that you will receive the assurance of our best wishes for your health 
and prosperity, and believe, &c. ; 

(Signed) A. M. POWER, Agent for Messrs. Horsfall and Sons, 

of Liverpool. 

ALBERTO SCHUTE, Portuguese subject, Agent for 
Messrs. Schute, of Hamburgh. 

8. AUGUSTUS FRYE, American citizen, Agent for 
Messrs. R. Brookhouse, and Mr. Hunt, of 
Salem, United States. 

EDWARD HANNAH, Acting Agent for Messrs. 
Hutton and Cookson, of Liverpool. 

R. AUGUSTUS MAGOWN, American citizen. 

JAMES HARRIS. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 187. 
Commander Tudor to Commodore Fanshawe. 


“ Firefly,” December 31, 1849. 

ON the 20th instant, the French brig of war “ Argus” arrived at Ambriz, and I gave her 
commander a copy of the Agreement I entered into with the Kings and Chiefs. 

On the oond instant, I gave the Portuguese commodore a Copy of the;Agreement (who;had 
anchored the day before, whilst I was absent in chase, and taking provisions out of the “ Snap”). 
He informed me, that had not the King and Chiefs given me satisfaction, he had arrived for the 
purpose of demanding it ; and that the other Fone vessels of war were all ready to embark 
troops at Loanda for that perpere: I informed him that what the English flag demanded had been 
obtained from the King and Chiefs. 

I hope, Sir, the line of conduct I have adopted, has removed all ground for interference on the 
part of any flag, although I think the Portuguese commodore imagines that the Ambriz affair 
ought to have been an affair of their own. 

Having sailed from Loanda for Ambriz on the 4th instant, without completing my coals, and 
having had several chases, I anchored at Loanda on the night of the 23rd instant, and having 
completed my coals, sailed for Ambriz on the 26th, where I found the Portuguese Commodore at 
anchor. When he returned my visit, he could not help showing that the Portuguese felt annoyed 
at our arrangement with the King and Chiefs, and let out that they declined entering into a Treaty 
with him (which I had before heard on shore). I considered it my duty to tell him that I had no 
orders to acknowledge the right of territory to the Portuguese flag north to the eighth degree of 
southern latitude, ad I trusted that no interference with the English merchants, and the agreement 
I had entered into with the King and Chiefs of Ambriz, would bring us into collision. He said, 
No, we must each of us obey our orders ; and the question of territory was one for our Governments, 
but that Sir Charles Hotham had Stecnbdael the Portuguese right of territory to the fourth 
degree of southern latitude. 

A copy of this portion of my letter from my return to Ambriz, on the 27th instant, I con- 
sidered it my duty to make Mr. Brand, our Consul, acquainted with, and forwarded it to him by the 
American barque “Catherine.” 





No. 188. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Ambriz, March 27, 1850. 

IN my despatch to you of the 20th instant I reported, for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the capture, by the cruizers under 
my orders, of several Brazilian vessels which had fraudulently assumed the flag 
of the United States of America, and were engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I have now the honour to inclose, to be laid before their Lordships, a letter 
from Commander Tudor, of the “ Firefly,” reporting the capture, on the 19th 
instant, of the barque “Navarre,” under similar circumstances; and also to request 
you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships that (though I have not the 
official report from Commander Quin), from the information which I have this 
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day received from the commander of the United States’ brig of war “ Perry,” 
I have no doubt but that the “‘ Waterwitch” has also captured another of these 
vessels on the Benguela coast, of whose coming over information had been 
obtained—the ‘‘ Louiza,” with 800 slaves on board. : 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 188. 
Commander Tudor to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Firefly,” off Ambriz, March 24, 1850. 


1 HAVE the honour to inform you, that on the 19th instant, being at a position off Ambriz, 
we observed a barque in shore of us, running in a direction for Ambriz from the southward. Upon 
closing we observed she was under American colours; at 11°40 a.M. boarded the “Navarre,” the 
officers who were sent on board expressing their doubta as to the genuineness of the papers, I 
proceeded on board myself,’and being thoroughly convinced that her papers were false, I informed 
the person calling himself the captain of her, that 1 considered it my duty to send him to the 
American squadron, and in the event of my not falling in with them to New York ; he said he 
hoped I would not do so, and upon my telling him I had no alternative, he went upon deck and 
told the mate to haul down the American ensign, and to hoist their proper colours. The American 
ensign was hauled down, and thrown overboard by the mate, and the Brazilian ensign hoisted. A 
man now came on deck from below, saying, I am captain of this vessel ; sho is Brazilian property, 
and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, which the person who first appeared as captain acknow- 
ledged, stating that he himself was a Brazilian subject. Having obtained this from them in writing, 
the person who first called himself captain having signed it as Jozé Ferreira, and having had the 
signing of the documents witnessed by two officers of the “Firefly,” I now opened her hatches, 
semis all the Brazilian crew below, slave deck laid, water filled, provisions for the slaves, and slave 
8 es, 

The Americans on board expressed a wish not to be landed at Ambriz; I asked them if they 
wished to be given up to an American man-of-war; if so, I would take them on board the 
“ Firefly ;” they said they would ; and as they ‘all declared that when they left Rio they were 
uot aware they had shipped for a slaving voyage, and did not know it until she regularly fitted ag 
aelaver at St. Catherine's, I took them on board, and delivered them up to the United States’ 
sloop of war “ Perry,” at Loanda. 

The “ Navarre” I sent to St. Helena, in charge of Mr. Dathan, the second master of this 
vessel, on the evening of the 17th instant, the day on which she was captured. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. TUDOR, Commander. 





No. 189. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” off Ambriz, March 27, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty that I have to-day had the satisfaction for the first 
time of seeing an American man-of-war on the coast of Africa, south of the 
Equator, the brig “Perry,” dispatched by Commodore Gregory from Porto 
Praya, in consequence of my interview with him in December last, with orders 
to seek further information from me, and to co-operate cordially with the British 
cruizers for the suppression of the Slave Trade. Licutenant Foote, commanding 
the ‘ Perry,” paid me a visit this afternoon, and manifested a very sincere wish 
to fulfil these orders, and assured me that his Government were in earnest in 
their desire to prevent the flag of the United States being made available for 
carrying on the Slave Traffic. 

He had previously met the “Cyclops” and “ Firefly,” and been furnished, 
at his request, by Captain Hastings and Commander Tudor, with every par- 
ticular relative to the recent capture of vesscls which, having hoisted the 
American flag, had subsequently acknowledged that they were Brazilians with 
false papers, as shown by the inclosures I transmit herewith; and I had a full 
and frank discussion with him on the subject, and received from him a strong 
expression of his conviction that in all cases the English officers had, in their 
visit of American vessels, kept strictly within the limits of the Treaty, and by 
their forbearance had allowed many to escape with impunity, which should not 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 263 


have done so; and that his representations to his Government will be to that 
effect, and he hoped the exposure would cause some more restrictive measures 
to be adopted by it. 

I was the more pleased at this, as the ‘‘ Perry ” having come up to the coast 
and communicated with Benguela, Loanda, and Ambriz, Lieutenant Foote has 
had the opportunity of becoming acquainted with the feelings and views of ‘the 
merchants at those places. Lieutenant Foote will now cruize in concert with 
Captain Hastings, of the “Cyclops,” between the Pillar.of Granite'on the north, 
and Dande Point on the south of this place, as long as he can remain on the 
coast, but I am sorry to find his provisions will not permit him to do so beyond 
a fortnight. 

His visit and co-operation, however, though short, I feel convinced will 
prove most opportune; and I learn from him that the corvette “ John Adams ” 
may be expected to succeed the “ Perry ” on this part of the station ere long. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 189. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Lieutenant Foote. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, March 24, 1850. 


IT affords me great pleasure to witness the presence of a United States’ vessel of war on the 
south-west coast of Africa, to be employed in co-operation with the British vessels in the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, and I therefore take the liberty to transmit to you by the officer you kindly 
sent to wait upon me, two documents connected with Brazilian elave-vessels that have recently 
‘come over ‘to this coast from the Brazils, displaying the American ensign, and presenting to the 
English bearding officers (as we have proved) fraudulent American papers. : 

I assure you that, in the necessary examination of their papers, every respect hes been paid:to 
the American flag, and the visit made in strict accordance with tho Treaty between the United 
States of America and Great Britain, and it was not until the masters of the different vessels volun- 
tarily hanled down their ensigne and destroyed their papers, and informed us that they were Bra- 
tilians, that any possession was taken of them. : 

The copy of a letter I send you was addressed to'me by a Lieutenant of the “Cyclops, who 
‘eonducted one of the prizes to St. Helena (on board of which vessel were two American seamen), 
will give you some idea of the plan pursued (on their statement) by parties in the Brazils to equip 
and man Brazilian slave-veasels. 3 

It will afford ‘me sincere pleasure to give every assistance and information in my power‘for the 
furtherance of the important service on which we are both engaged, and 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, 
Captain of Her Majesty's ship “ Cyclops.” 





Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 


List of Vessels which have come over to the Coast of Africa from Brazil, displaying American colours 
and producing false American papers, all of which have been captured by Her Britannic 
Majesty's cruizers since October 1849. 


“Casco,” brigantine. Full of slaves. 

“ Pilot,” barque. Empty ; equipped for Slave Trade. 

“ Rowena,” brig. Empty ; equipped for Slave Trade. 

“Anne D. Richardson,” barque. Empty ; equipped for Slave Trade. 

“ Inucy Ann,” brig. Full of slaves. 

“J. W. Huntingdon,” brig. Empty ; equipped for Slave Trade. 

“ Navarre,” barque. Empty ; equipped for Slave Trade. 

“ Louiza,” brig. Full of slaves. 

The “ Lucy Ann” carried the American ensign, with 540 slaves secured under hatches, which 
were battened down, and her boom boat was placed over the hatchway as ina legal trading vessel, 
and did not haal down her colours until the boarding officer distinguished stifled groans among the 
slaves. The alleged masters of all the above vessels, with the exception of the “Rowena,” were 
American citizens. : 

The annexed copy of a letter from the officer-who conducted the “Pilot” to St. Helena will 
explain the system pursued with these vessels, and further, that the above or similar vessels 
-meeting a United States’ man-of-war would hoist the Brazilian ensign, and present Brazilian 

pers. 

The vessels hereafter named have been boarded by the British cruizers under American colours, 
and have eventually escaped with cargoes of slaves. . 

“ Meteor,” “ Rio de Laldo,” “ Chester,” “ Chatsworth” (sold at ‘St. Paul de Loanda), “ Snot.” 

(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain R.N. 
“ Cyclops,” March 24, 1850. 


ENN 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 189. 


Tikeutenant Foote to Commander Tudor. 


Sir, “Perry,” off Ambriz, March 25, 1850. 
WILL youn do me the favour to give me a detailed account of the circumstances attending the 
capture of the barque “ Navarre” by Hor Majesty's steamer “Firefly.” 
' Task for this information, as the “ Navarre” was boarded when under American colours, although 
displaying Brazilian colours when captured. 
ve, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. FOOTE, Lieutenant Commanding. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 189. 


Commander Tudor to Lieutenant Foote. 


Sir, “ Firefly,” off Ambriz, March 26, 1850. 


IN reply to your letter 25th instant, I beg to inform you that the slave-barque seized under 
the Brazilian flag on the 19th instant, had flying, at the time she was boarded, an American 


ag. 

The boarding officers having doubts of her nationality in consequence of her papers not appear- 
ing to be regular, I, although severely ill of diarrha at the time, considered it my duty to go on 
board, where being convinced that the papers were false, I informed the person calling himself 
master of her, that it was my duty to send him to the American squadron, or in the event of my 

- not falling in with them to New York ; he said he hoped I would not do so. I told him I had no 
alternative. He immediately went upon deck, and ordered the mate to haul the American ensign 
down, to throw it overboard, and to hoist the proper colours ; the American ensign was hauled down 
and thrown overboard by the mate, who immediately hoisted the Brazilian ensign. A man now 
came on deck from below, saying, “ Iam the captain of the vessel. She is Brazilian property, and 

- fully fitted for the Slave Trade,’ which the person who first appeared as captain acknowledged, 

. stating that he was himself a Brazilian subject. Having obtained this from them in writing, the 
person who first called himeelf captain signed it as Antonio Jozé Ferreira ; and having had the 
signing of the document witnessed by two officers of “ Firefly,” I now opened her hatches, found 
all the Brazilian crew below, slave deck laid, water filled, provisions for the slaves, and slave 
shackles. 

The Americans on board expressed a wish not to be landed at Ambriz. I asked them if the 
wished to be given up to an American man-of-war, if so I would take them on board the “ Firefly ; 
they said they would ; and as they all declared that when they left Rio they were not aware dey 
had shipped for a slaving voyage, and did not know it until she regularly fitted asa slaver at St. 
Catherine's, I took them on board and delivered them up to you at St. Paul de Loanda. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN TUDOR, Commander. 





No. 190. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 10.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Salinas, April 6, 1850. 
WITH reference to my letters to you of the 19th aad 20th ‘ultimo, trans- 
mitting, for the information of the Lords: Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
copies of a correspondence which had taken place in my absence from the South 
Coast between the Honourable Captain Hastings, the Senior’Officer of the South 
Division, and his Excellency the Governor-General of Angola: the first relative 
to the existence of slave-barracoons at different points on the coast, and the 
continued exportation of slaves from the province; the second to the residence 
of M. Flores, a Brazilian slave-merchant at Loanda; I have'to request you 
will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships that, on the 2nd instant, during my 
recent visit to that place, I waited upon his Excellency the Governor-General 
_ (taking with me Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul to act as interpreter), for ‘the 
purpose of again calling his attention to those subjects, and to the circumstance 
that I had received information that a brig had been captured by the “ Water- 
witch ” off Benguela, with upwards of 800 slaves on board, which I could not 
doubt had been shipped from that vicinity, and I suspected her to be the 

American brig “ Louisa,” which had been lying some time in Benguela Roads, 
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I acquainted his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government had learnt 
with much satisfaction the destruction of the barracoons which had been pre- 
viously denounced, and I expressed my hope that he would enable me to make 
a similar report. His Excellency reiterated his assurance of the orders which 
he had given for the purpose, and said several barracoons had been reported to 
him, as having been burnt by the Portuguese brig of war ‘‘ Corimba ”’ to the 
southward. 

Witb regard to the continued exportation from the province, he said he 
did not believe the vessel captured to be the same which had been at Benguela ; 
but he acknowledged, and with evident feelings of chagrin and mortification, 
that the shipment had been made in the province, and permitted by the very 
officer whom he had placed to watch the spot, and who had deserted his post 
and embarked in the same vessel with all his own slaves. Though this humili- 
ating avowal confirmed my repeated assertions that these shipments could not 
take place without the connivance of the authorities, I really felt for his Excel- 
lency’s position in having to make it; and I augur from the exposure and his 
subdued tone that a better surveillance will be established. 

Regarding the second subject, the residence of M. Flores at Loanda; 
having ascertained from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul, that that person was 
making preparation to break up his establishment and quit the place, I did not 
communicate with his Excellency again, but I took the opportunity to express 
my regret that in consequence of having some appointed rendezvous with 
cruizers to keep, I could not remain in port in the “Centaur” until the 4th, to 
participate in the customary marks of respect on the occasion of the birthday of 
the Queen of Portugal, nor to attend the féte to which his Excellency had had 
the courtesy to invite myself and the officers. 

I beg you will also inform their Lordships that I communicated to-day 
with Her Most Faithful Majesty’s brig ‘‘ Corimba,” .t Benguela, and ascer- 
-tained from her commander (an active, zealous officer, apparently) that he had 
destroyed seven barracoons lately at places near Logito and Elephants’ Bay ; 
but their Lordships will please to understand that I consider these barracoons to 
be merely temporary sheds erected for shelter for the slaves, when brought 
down from the main barracoons to appointed points for shipment. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


a 


No. 191. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 19.) 


“ Centaur,” at Sea, lat. 15° 46’ S., lon. 11° 54’ E., 
Sir, April 10, 1850. 

IN pursuance of that part of the instructions to the Commander-in-chief 
of Her Majesty’s ships and vessels on the west coast of Africa, which directs 
that he should make an annual report on the state of legal commerce, and the 
extent of the Slave Trade throughout the station, adding thereto such infor- 
mation as may give to Her Majesty’s Government a correct view of the course 
of his proceedings, and of their result towards suppressing the Slave Trade; I 
have to request you will do me the honour to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the following statement. 

Since I assumed the command of the station on the Ist March, 1849, I 
have visited the whole line of coast within its limits, from the River Gambia to 
Port Alexander, which could be approached with facility by this ship, or from 
visiting which I conceived any good practical result could be obtained; and I 
have endeavoured to collect from the authorities and merchants at the different 
places, as well as from the officers commanding the three divisions of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers on the coast, all the information relating to the subjects to be 
reported on which might enable me to arrive at tolerably just conclusions 
respecting them. 

1 commence with the state of legal commerce from the north. With 
regard to the condition of trade in Her Majesty’s colonies in the River Gambia 

Crass A. 2M 
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and Sierra Leone, Her Majesty’s Government must be so much better informed 
by their respective Governors, that it will be unnecessary for me to enter into 
any detail, even if I could do so satisfactorily ; I shall therefore confine myself 
to expressing the feeling of disappointment with which I learnt that at neither 
could the general or colonial trade be said to be in a flourishing state; at the 
former, the ground-nut, the principal and increasing article of export, is chiefly 
contracted for by French houses, and shipped off in French vessels, and much 
apprehension seemed to be entertained by the mercantile community, in conse- 
quence of the encroachment of the French traders from Senegal. 

At’ Sierra Leone there appeared to be a prospect of a revival of trade from 
the depression of the preceding year; the produce of the ground-nut is 
increasing in the rivers to the northward, and becoming a more extensive article 
of commerce ; the timber trade in the colony and neighbouring district fluctuate, 
depending, I presume, greatly on the quantity contracted for by Government, 
and was below the amount of former years; the usual articles of export, as 
ivory, gold, wax, and tortoise-shell, are now finding their way by a native 
coasting trade into the stores of the merchant at Freetown from the districts as 
far north as Bissao. 

The disturbances in the River Nunez, in 1848, between the French and 
natives, secm to have affected considerably the French and American commerce 
in that river; and the Belgians do not appear to be making much proeree: 
having only one establishment on it. 

The ‘“Teazer,” Lieutenant Selwyn, is now occupied, by my order, in 
making a careful investigation into the state of trade generally in all the rivers 
between Bissao and Sierra Leone; and Governor Macdonald has expressed 
himsclf to me very desirous to seize on any opening afforded for entering into a 
treaty of amity and commerce with any of the leading chiefs of these rivers, 
which might tend to the extension of the colonial trade, and for which it would 
appear to be a favourable moment. ‘The raising of the blockade of the Gallinas 
and Solyman Rivers, which I was enabled to do in February, and the fresh 
treaties which I entered into on the part of Her Majesty with all the chiefs of that 
district, as well as of the Manna and Cape Mount Country for general amity, 
and the suppression of the Slave Trade, copies of which I have transmitted to 
their Lordships, and the anxious desire evinced by the chiefs to see legal com- 
merce substituted for it, under the protection of the British flag, affords also a 
new opening for the legal traders from Sierra Leone to commence a lucrative 
traffic, which I hope they have not failed to take advantage of, as their attention 
was called especially to the altered state of affairs there, and the natives had at 
once commenced to cultivate the ground-nut more largely; and ivory, which 
had not been brought down to that part of the coast for some time, had appeared 
again for barter. 

From the British colonics I pass to Liberia; the efforts of the Republican 
Government to establish and cherish a legal commerce will have been shown by 
the copy of the last Act of their Legislature on the questions of trade and revenue, 
which I had the honour to transmit for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government in my despatch of the 12th February. Their trade is confined, at 
present, to the coast between Cape Palmas and Sierra Leone, carried on in a few 
small vessels of from five to thirty tons, which visit their different establish- 
ments, taking hardware, crockery, rum, tobacco, &c., chiefly supplied from the 
United States and Germany, and bringing back to Monrovia the articles of 
export collected from the natives, viz., ivory, cam-wood, palm-oil, and ground- 
nuts. Buta Liberian, who has been engaged for some years in mercantile 
pursuits, was about to visit England and America with the view of purchasing 
two large vessels, and extending his business, from the expectation that, by the 
increased attention now given to the cultivation of coffee, rice, and sugar-cane, 
the two former would shortly exceed the wants of the population and become 
articles of export. 

The English factories continue’ their trade in palm-oil between Cape 
Mesurado and Cape Palmas; but the Liberian Government has declared its 
intention to their agents to subject their vessels to the same imposts as the 
Liberian traders under the recent Act of Legislature, to which subject I called the 
attention of their Lordships in my aforementioned despatch. 

Liberia, nevertheless, looks towards England for support and countenance, 
and I venture to express the opinion, that the appointment of a Consular eich 
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would be very favourably received by the Government, and be very beneficial 
towards the extension and regulation of British commerce in that country, as 
well as in the adjoining native districts; and also a check on any attempt to 
revive the Slave Trade. 

On parts of the coast between Cape Palmas and Cape Three Points, about 
Drewin and Lahou, with whose chiefs we have treaties, a trade in palm-oil is 
carried on, I am informed, by merchants of Bristol, and is in a state of progress. 
The French are making strenuous efforts to extend their trade at their settle- 
ments at Grand Bassam and Assinee, the blockade of which part of the coast 
they have recently removed. 

At Cape Coast and Accra, I was pleased to learn that legitimate commerce 
was in a satisfactory state. 

_ From the River Volta to the River Benin, is the great slave-trading dis- 
trict of the Bights. The only English firm that has establishments within that 
limit is that of Messrs. Hutton, at Whydah and Badagry. A few English vessels 
resort there for palm-oil, but the monopoly is in the hands of the Portuguese or 
Brazilian slave-merchants, who command the market. Sardinian, French, Ham- 
burgh, and American, are the flags mostly seen; rum, tobacco, powder, arms, 
and cloth, the chief articles imported, the two latter generally of British manu- 
facture. 

From the River Benin, through the Bight of Biafra, to the River Gaboon, 
an extent of coast through which the Slave ‘I'rade, at present, may be said to be 
abolished, the legal trade again thrives, and is principally in English hands, and 
whilst the connexion exists, and the dealings of the mercantile agents with the 
natives are conducted with equity and moderation, I have little doubt it will 
continue so, and increase, fluctuating, possibly, from year to year, according to 
the yield of palm-oil, and the occasional interruption caused by native feuds. The 
Benin, and the Rivers of Biafra to the Cameroons, were visited the end of last 
year by the “Rattler,” and I received a very satisfactory report from Com- 
mander Cumming, on all points relating to British interests. The appointment 
of Mr. Beecroft as Consul, who I hope has now arrived on the Coast, will, I am 
confident, prove a most judicious measure, and have important results on our 
commerce. 

To the Rivers Bento, Mooney, and Gaboon, the English traders also resort, 
and I have had much satisfaction in observing and hearing how generally the 
English flag is respected by the natives. 

From Cape Lopez to Ambriz, and from Ambriz to Port Alexander (along 
the whole line of the Portuguese territory), may be considered again slave- 
trading coast, and I believe there is very little legal commerce within it that 
has not some connexion with that traffic. The only English establishments are 
the factories of Loango and Ambriz, of Messrs. Horsfall, and Hutton and Cook- 
son ; they exist side by side with the slave-dealers. 1 have only seen or heard 
of three small English merchant-vessels on this coast from Cape Lopez to 
St. Paul de Loanda, during the past year. The Americans are more numerous. 

It seems extraordinary (when the enterprise of the British merchant is con- 
sidered) that the extensive Provinces of Angola and Benguela, with a line of 
coast always approachable for shipping, and with some ports suitable for trade, 
a fertile soil, and the abundance of whose valuable productions may be said to 
be yet unexplored, should not have given rise to more direct legitimate trade 
with England; the cause can be only traced to the blighting influence of the 
Slave Trade having for so long a period engrossed the views of the mercantile 
community, coupled with the restrictive commercial policy of the Portuguese 
Government ; in the latter, there has been of late some amendment, monopolies 
have been abolished, and a Portuguese vessel sailed last month from Loanda 
direct to England, with the first cargo of Orchell or Urzella weed. 

I wish it were in my power to report a similar amendment as regards the 
Slave Traffic, but there has been nothing, in the experience of the past year, 
which would lead me to suppose that it has been at all diminished between the 
Portuguese African colonics and the Empire of Brazil. 

’ I will now endeavour to place before their Lordships a review of my pro- 
ceedings, with regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the variou 
circumstances connected with it during the past year. ; 

Beginning at the north, the Slave Trade, which I may say I found exter- 
minated to the northward of Sierra Leone, I am happy to report has not been 

i 2M2 


268 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


renewed, and I think I can affirm with confidence, that no vessel has taken © 
slaves during that period from any of the places in that quarter where it had 
been formerly carried on. The rivers from Sjerra Leone to Bissao have been 
twice visited by our cruizers, and the “Teazer”’ is at this time proceeding with 
another examination. A Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade in the 
territory of Biombo, near Bissao, has been executed with King Branco (since 
dead) and contirmed by his successor, a copy of which I have transmitted to 
their Lordships. 

At Bissao and Bulama the slaves of the Portuguese, Caetano, who is 
reported to have made several shipments formerly from Cuba, are occupied now 
fully in cultivation ; and the same is the case with those in the establishments 
of Mrs. Lightburn and Mr. Faber, the native dealers in the River Pongos. 
Agents, however, of the foreign slave-merchants still remain at different points 
between Bissao and the Pongos, employed, I am told, in a small legal trade, but 
ready probably to avail themselves of any tempting offer and favourable oppor- 
tunity for a slave shipment ; a certain degree of watchfulness, therefore, will be 
still required, and the attention of the senior officer of the North Division has 
been called to it. 

South of Sierra Leone to the Gallinas I cannot report quite as favourably, 
but I have every reason to believe that only two vessels, a schooner and a 
felucca, have carried off slaves to the number of 600; whilst three vessels, viz., 
a brig and felucca have been captured equipped, and a schooner driven on shore 
and destroyed during the year. The co-operation of Commander Dunlop, the 
senior officer of the North Division, with Mr. Pine, the Acting Governor of Sierra 
Leone, in July last, which effected the termination of the disputes between the 
rival chiefs of the Sherbro’ country, and led to the conclusion of a treaty of 
amity and commerce between them and the Colonial Government, and of a 
treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade between Commander Dunlop on 
the part of Her Majesty, and Thomas Stephen Caulker, the only chief of that 
district who had not made such an agreement with us (copies of which I have 
also transmitted), by putting an end to a war which had long fed the neigh- 
bouring Slave Trade, and having the immediate consequence of stopping the 
supplies which had been previously permitted to pass from that country into 
the Gallinas district by the internal navigation, coupled with the effective coast 
blockade of the Gallinas and Solyman Rivers, which I found established and 
which had been rigidly maintained, and prevented every attempt at communica- 
tion by sea, produced a very important result in the expulsion by the chiefs of 
all the foreign slave-merchants from that, for so long a time, their favourite 
haunt, in a manner, I believe, more complete than on any former occasion, and 
the liberation of 562 slaves which they had in their possession. 

This state of things, which was mainly brought about by the energy and 
ability of Commander Dunlop, enabled me, in February, after assembling the 
chiefs of Gallinas and Solyman, as well as those of the Manna and Cape Mount 
districts, on board the ‘‘ Centaur” for a palaver, to make a new treaty on the 
part of Her Majesty with the former for the suppression of the Slave Trade in 
their country, and to ratify a general treaty of peace and friendship between 
them and their rivals, the chiefs of Manna, Sugury, and Cape Mount, agreed to 
under the mediation of Commander Dunlop (copies of which were forwarded to 
their Lordships with my despatch of the 4th February), and subsequently to 
declare peace and raise the blockade of the coast; and if a trade is opened with 
them by our merchants at Sierra Leone, it may be hoped this treaty with the 
Gallinas chiefs will be observed now with the same fidelity and earnestness 
against the Slave Trade which has been manifested by their neighbours and 
former rivals of Manna, Sugury, and Cape Mount; and in that case with a 
proper guard, for a time, of one or two cruizers, and the surveillance of an 
agent on shore to communicate with them, a reasonable hope may be enter- 
tained that the Slave Trade will be totally suppressed from Cape Verd to Cape 
Palmas; but this watch must be observed, the friendly disposition of the chiefs: 
cherished, and, above all, legal commerce carried to them, to prevent their being 
again exposed to the temptations and bribes of the slave-merchants. : 

‘The communications which I have had the honour to make to their Lord- 
ships, with reference to Liberia, will have evinced the confidence I felt of the 
sincere desire of the Republic to put down the Slave Trade. The energetic 
measures of the President in the beginning of the year to expel the Spanish 
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slave-dealers from New Cestos and Trade Town, and obtain possession of thos® 
places. which were completely successful, and the stringent enactments which 
passed their Legislature against any connexion with slave dealing by Liberian 


citizens, and which are contained in the Act to which I have alluded in a former. 


part of this despatch (more stringent, I believe, than any which are in operation 
in our African colonies), prove to me their zeal and sincerity, and I think entitle 
them to the consideration and countenance of every Christian Government, and 
which I heartily hope they will receive. During the year, more than one slave- 
vessel has hovered off the coast and endeavoured to communicate, but was 
entirely disappointed in the prospect of obtaining slaves. 

The effect of this complete change of affairs, perhaps, cannot be exhibited 
better than by a comparison of the number of slave-vessels captured or driven 
on shore, by the cruizers of the North Division, between Ist March, 1848, 
and 28th February, 1849, and between the 1st March, 1849, and the 29th 
February, 1850. ' 

In the first period, 13, under Brazilian or no colours, were taken or 
driven on shore, between Shebar and Cape Palmas; ‘in the second, only 3 
under Brazilian colours between Shebar and Cape Mount, and those during the 
first six months of it. 5 

The North Division of cruizers is now reduced to two brigs, one small 
steamer, and the ‘‘ Adelaide ”’ tender. 

From the North Division, I pass to that of the Bights. No Slave Trade 
exists from Cape Palmas, until you approach the Bight of Benin; the export 
commences at Atakoo, a small place a little to the westward of Cape St. Paul's, 
and extends to Palma and Jaboo to the eastward of Lagos, the principal ship- 
ping places now being Great and Little Popoe, Whydah, Porto Novo, and 
Lagos. I regret that it is not in my power to make an equally favourable 
report from this quarter. The difficulties of blockade, from climate and 
currents, are great. To render it effectual, not a league of coast should be 
unoccupied ; for though I have mentioned the principal shipping places, no part 
of the coast can be exempted. : 

The absence of any treaties with the native chiefs, and the certain supply 
of the market from the Kingdom of Dahomey, baffle our efforts. That the 
wealthy slave-merchants of Bahia fee and bribe the kings and their headmen 
largely, and with very valuable presents, there can be no doubt; and I have 
recently heard of plate to a large amount, of English manufacture, having 
arrived for that purpose ; but I fear the number of captures has not caused that 
diminution of their immense profits by the trade, as can be considered any real 
check upon it. 

From Bahia, the vessels employed may be called yachts of the fleetest form. 
They come over well found, fully equipped, and sometimes prepared to resist 
boat attacks (the ‘‘ Serpente,” taken in February by the “ Phoenix,” had boarding 
nettings), and make for their appointed rendezvous with a degree of confidence 
in their superiority. The ‘ Luzitana” had escaped from the “ Kingfisher” in 
three chases, the first a run of 186 miles; and was eventually taken by her 
pinnace in a calm. 

The number of captures made during the year by this division has been 17 
under Brazilian and no colours (3 with 1250 slaves, and 14 equipped), and 1 
under Portuguese colours, which was restored by the decree of the Mixed 
Commission Court at Loanda. 

The purchase cargoes continue to be brought from the Brazils, chiefly in 
vessels under the Sardinian flag, with a few French and Americans. One vessel 
under the American flag was frequently visited by our cruizers as the “Tam 
O’Shanter,”’ hovering on the coast, and was shortly afterwards taken as the 
“ Californian,’ under Brazilian colours, with 305 slaves on board; but the 
system of transfer and abuse of the flag of the United States, does not appear to 
have prevailed in the Bight near so much as on the South Coast. 

T acceded to the wish expressed by the King of Dahomey to me, through 
the late Vice-Consul, Mr. Duncan, that a naval officer should visit him; and 
directed Lieutenant Forbes to accompany the Vice-Consul in October, as 
reported in my despatch of the 17th November, more from the desire to lose 
no opportunity of conciliating so powerful an African Monarch, and cherishing 
the friendly disposition which he had manifested for the English, than from 
any actual expectation that it would be attended with any immediate result 
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upon the Slave Trade, or that he would be prepared to abandon the revenue 
he derives from it without an equivalent. From the same motive I have 
complied again with the King’s request that Lieutenant Forbes should return at 
the annual Customs in March, to receive some definitive answer from him; 
and more especially as, by the lamented death of Mr. Duncan, and the non- 
arrival of Mr. Beecroft, no English representative otherwise would have been 
present, and offence might have been taken by him, or advantage afforded to the 
slave-merchants. I hope shortly to receive Lieutenant Forbes’s report of his 
second mission. In the meantime I understand the King’s slave-hunts have been 
very successful, and the accumulation of slaves in the market large. 

I have no reason to believe that the Slave Trade has been resumed in the 
Bight of Biafra. I had a report that a Spanish factory was established near 
Cape Formosa, at the mouth of the Nun, or Brass River, but it has since been 
contradicted ; and I was informed at Fernando Po, that the supposed proprietor 
of it, Don Pablo Manzoni, had returned from thence to the Brazils in a coal 
ship. It is a point, however, which the senior officer of the division is directed 
to observe. é 

The strength of the division now consists of three brigs, two steamers, and 
a brigantine. A small screw steamer, of such light draught of water as would 
permit her at any time to cross the bars of the several rivers which may be con- 
sidered as mouths of the Niger, and ascend them some distance if necessary, 
would be a valuable addition to it, not only for the prevention of a revival of the 
Slave Trade, but for the protection of our commercial interests. 

The only Treaty made during the year with native chiefs in this quarter, 
was in the Island of Corisco, by Commander Kenyon, of the “Cygnet,” a copy 
of which I transmitted to their Lordships in April last; and having since visited 
the island, I have had an opportunity of seeing that it is observed. 

I now proceed to the South Division. A Slave Trade, I believe, has 
recommenced between the River Gaboon and Cape Lopez, at Sanga-tanga and 
River Nazareth, a little south of the Equator, and one of the merchants expelled 
from the Gallinas has resorted to that vicinity. I have it not in my power to 
place a cruizer to watch it permanently, but it is visited occasionally, and by all 
those which pass between the Bights and South Division. 

From Cape Lopez to Mayumba, a distance of about 200 miles, the country 
affords no facility for the Trade ; but from Mayumba to the furthest extremity of 
Benguela, for about 700 miles of coast, it is continued with unabated vigour ; 
undoubtedly it has been affected, and seriously, by the operations of the 
squadron during the year, but I will not pretend to say that, notwithstanding 
the success which has attended them, it has received any decisive check. The 
energy of the dealer is undiminished ; and whilst our force has been decreased, 
their skill and secrecy in working the Trade on the most pertect system of pre- 
arrangement with the Brazils, have, if possible, increased. The localities and 
circumstances which particularly favour them have been so often reported, that 
I need not repeat them. 

The chief features which attracted my attention as characterizing the Traffic 
in this division were, the manner in which it is fostered by the coasting or 
Cabenda boat trade, the landing the crews of captured vessels at or near the 
factories on the coast, ready to be employed immediately in any vessel purchased 
to carry back the cargo destined for their own, the immunity afforded by the abuse 
of the flag of the United Statcs, and the fact that almost the whole Portuguese 
mercantile community in the Provinces of Angola and Benguela are engaged 
in it, and that, therefore, little or no reliance could be placed in the subordinate 
authorities of the Portuguese Government on shore towards suppressing it, in 
conformity with the due execution of the Treaties between Great Britain and 
Portugal. In short, whilst American transfer or American papers, so falsified 
as to preclude detection, met us afloat (and we had not the co-operation of a 
vessel of war of the United States), and Portuguese official connivance on shore, 
I felt we must be baffled in anv attempt to close it. I endeavoured, therefore, 
to meet these increasing difficulties, aided by the vigilance of the Honourable 
Captain Hastings, the senior officer and the commander of the South 
Division. 

The more effective blockade of the River Congo as the point to which 
the American vessels intended for transfer, or to complete equipment, generally 
resorted, was the first object, and [ intrusted the charge of it to Commander 
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Tudor, of the ‘‘ Firefly,” and he executed the service so well, that for nine 
months no vessel passed in or out of the river without being visited, and her 
nationality proved ; and the only vessel with slaves which attempted to quit it, 
‘a transferred American, was captured by his boats in the Bight. The conse- 
quence was, that the merchants were constrained to give up the shipment of 
slaves from the factories in the river, and to abandon two of them, from the 
increased expense incurred in removing the slaves to points north and south on 
the coast (a removal, though, which, it must be acknowledged, increased also the 
suffering of the slaves). 

The second object was to obtain the co-operation of the ships of war of the 
United States, none having been on the South Coast for two years ; this was 
effected by the interview which I had with*Cemmodore Gregory, the newly- 
arrived American Commodore, at Porto Praya, in December, who evinced a very 
cordial desire to mect my wishes, and forward the service on which we are 
engaged to the full limit of his instructions, and quickly dispatched a cruizer to 
that quarter, where I hope one will be stationed in future. 

Thirdly, to acquire such information as would permit the adoption of a 
more decided course with the fraudulent (nominal) Americans, which has been 
accomplished by the intelligence and determination of the captains and com- 
manders of the “Cyclops,” “ Firefly,” “ Rattler,” ‘* Waterwitch,” and “ Pluto ;” 
and the result been the capture of three barques and five brigs, three of the 
latter having on board 1807 slaves, the others fully cquipped, their Brazilian 
crews concealed on board, sailing professedly under American colours, but from 
which the masters acknowledged, when the falsity of their papers was exposed, 
they could claim no protection, being virtually Brazilian property. This has 
occurred since November, and although I am aware that five vessels of the same 
character have during the same period escaped with slaves, I confidently hope 
that a blow has been struck which, when the circumstances are known at Rio 
de Janeiro, where I believe all the vessels were owned, will put a stop to this 
long-cxisting fraud, and abuse of flag, and drive the slave-dealer to some other 
shift. 

The number of vessels captured or driven on shore by the South Division 
during the year to the Ist March, 1850, is 38, all under Brazilian or no colours, 
and having on board 3,349 slaves. ' 

The strength of the division is now three steam-vessels, three brigs, and a 
brigantine. 

On the other point, the Traffic in the Portuguese territory, the existence of 
slave-barracoons on the coast, and the constant exportation from different points, 
evidently prove the connivance of the subordinate authorities. I have had, as I 
have reported to their Lordships, several interviews and communications with the 
Gove:nor-Gencral of Angola. His Excellency has always received these in a 
friendly spirit, and met me with the expression of a firm determination to do 
everything in his power to stop such proceedings, as well in pursuance of his 
instructions from his Government as from his own inclination to prevent the 
iniquitous trade ; and acknowledged to me the other day, with evident feelings of 
mortification, that not only had the embarkation of slaves been permitted in the 
case of the last capture by the “ Waterwitch,” by the officer of the station, but 
that he had deserted his post, and gone off himsclf in the same vessel. I have 
only to hope, therefore, that we may ere long see some proof, both of the desire 
and the power to put this decision into execution. 

With Commodore Cordeiro, commanding the Naval Force of Portugal on 
this station, I have maintained a cordial intercourse, and have always found him 
ready to attend to. my representations, and to give me every information and 
assistance he could. The small force under his command is kept actively 
employed, and has, I understand, made three captures on the coast, during the: 
year, of vesscls either Brazilian or under no colours, equipped for the Slave 
Trade; and several barracoons, or temporary sheds for the shelter of slaves 
previous to shipment, of which I had reported the existence, have been 
destroyed by his officers at small places between Logito and Elephants’ Bay. 

My meeting with M. Bouet-Willaumez, the French Commodore at’ Loanda, 
in September, was very satisfactory, and our subsequent communications have 
been in the same fricndly spirit. Ihave no report of his cruizers having made 
any captures during the ycar except one French brig, “ /’ Emilie,” seized by the 
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“ Dupetit-Thouars” in the Congo, upon the information from Commander 
Tudor. 

It has been a source of great gratification to me to find myself associated 
in the service on which we are employed with colleagues disposed to act with so 
much cordial and conciliatory feeling, as well as that no cause for dispute or 
misunderstanding has arisen. 

Though I have had several reports that Brazilian steam-vessels were about 
to return again to the Coast for slaves, up to this time I do not believe any have 
appeared on it during the year. 

The Trade has appeared to be confined in reality to the Brazilian flag. 

I have no knowledge of the Spanish flag having been concerned in it, 
though I have cause for supposing. that some of the vessels which have escaped 
under American colours were destined for Cuba. 

I subjoin a list of the total number of captures or detentions made during 
the year by the squadron under my orders ; it falls considerably short of that of 
the preceding year, but which is, I consider, to be accounted for by the breaking 
up of the Trade on the North Coast, as I have represented ; and Her Majesty’s 
force on the station being so much reduced, the number of cruizers which I have 
been able to keep on the coast has never exceeded the average of six steamers 
and twelve sailing-vessels, making with the “Centaur,” “ Tortoise,” guard-ship, 
“Snap,” victualler, and “ Adelaide,” tender, a total number of twenty-two. 

The value of the steam force in this service will be shown by the state- 
ment that 34 captures have been made by steam-vessels and 25 by sailing- 
vessels. 

Two vessels were detained on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade 
by the ‘‘ Phoenix” on her passage out and on the coast, previous to her joining 
my broad pendant; one under Portuguese colours was sent for adjudication 
before the Mixed Commission Court at Boa Vista, and was restored; the other, 
under new Sardinian colours, was sent to Sierra Leone, and restored without 
trial, with compensation, after arbitration under legal advice. 

With regard to the system of cruizing by the squadron, about which I 
observe, by a perusal of the volumes with which their Lordships have been 
pleased to furnish me, so much contradictory opinion has been given in evidence, 
produced, as it appears to me, to suit particular views or to exhibit individual 
feelings, I think it right to remark that, with the exception of a little relaxation 
of the restrictions on boat-service, or to meet some particular object, as the 
Congo, I have made no change from that of my predecessor in the command ; 
i.e., after fixing the divisions and subdivisions of the coast, I have, knowing that 
my force was quite inadequate to blockade the whole, kept it as little stationary 
as possible, leaving it to the judgment and discretion of the commanders to 
change their positions in the occupation of their allotted ground in such a man- 
ner as, from information received, or varying circumstances, they might deem 
best. 

I am happy to say I have had every reason to be satisfied with their 
exertions, vigilance, and zeal. The service on the Coast is unremitting and 
frequently monotonous ; but it has always been actively and cheerfully performed 
by officers and men. 

T have felt it my duty, in obedience to my instructions, to place this long, 
and, I fear, very uninteresting statement upon subjects which have been already 
80 thoroughly discussed and reported upon, before their Lordships, and must ask 
their indulgence if in doing so I may have exceeded the limit of their wishes. I 
.am happy to be able to close it with making, by the blessing of Divine Provi- 
dence, a favourable report of the health of the squadron. There has been no 
prevailing disease ; one or two of the smaller vessels have suffered partially from 
fever ; but by my latest returns, the number of deaths and the number invalided 
are less than in the preceding year. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


P.S.—In speaking of the capture of 3 barques and 5 brigs, 3 of 
the latter having on board 1807 slaves, I have included a brig taken by the 
“ Waterwitch,” with 860 slaves on board, because I understood her to be one of 
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the fraudulent American vessels, and therefore bearing upon my statement on 
this point ; but she was taken after the 1st March, and therefore does not appear 
in the general return of vessels captured, nor in that of those of the South 
Division. 





Inclosure in No. 191. 


A. F. 


List of VesseLs Captured or Detained by Her Majesty’s Squadron on the West Coast of Africa, for being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, between March 1, 1849, and February 28, 1850. 





Name of the 
Vessel 
Captured or 
Detained. 





ee 


Albertina ...... 
Unknown ...... 


Emprehendedor. . 
Maria Jozé...... 


Leao 


(Restored) 
Paquete do Sul .. 


Cuass A, 





How 


Rigged. 


Brig 
Ditto 
Schooner 
Brigantine 
Felucca 
Schooner 
Ditto 
Brig 
Schooner 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Brig 
Schooner 
Brigantine 
Schooner 
Felueca 
Brig 
Schooner 
Ditto 
“Ditto 
Brig 
Felucea 
Brigantine 
Schooner 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Felucca 
Brigantine 


Brig 


Under 
what 
Colours. 


Portuguese 
None 
Ditto 


Brazilian 





None 
Brazilian 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
None 
Brazilian 
Ditto 
Ditto 
None 
Brazilian 
Ditto 
None 
Brazilian 
None 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Brazilian 
Ditto 
None 
Brazilian 


Ditto 





Portuguese 


Brazilian, 








None 
622 
599 

None 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
176 

None 

Ditto 

Ditto 
334 

None 

Ditto 
597 

None 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 





Fasc 


Tonnage of 











Date 
of 


Seizure. 


1849 
1 Mar. 


4 
11 
7 
22 


3 May 


Digitized by 








Where Captured. 





Lat. Long. 
5° 48'N. 1°14’ E, 
6°10’ N. 48'S. 
70'S. 12° 12’ E. 
6°10'S. 11° 30'E, 


Elephant’s Bay 


5° 40'S. 7° 11'E. 
10° 47'S. 5° 23’ W. 
6° 26'N. 12° 42’ E, 
11° 50'S. 12°50’ E. 
6° 21’ N. 4° 20’ E. 
11° 30'S, 12°40’ E. 
6° 20’ N. 3° 4’ E. 
4° 53'.N. 2°0' E. 
15° 2’S8.; 11° 27' EB. 
12° 51'S. 2°0'E. 
Loango Bay 

5° 40'S. 11°12’ E. 
In the Congo 

Off Cabenda 

6°0'S. > 50' E. 
Off Caguar 

8° 26'S. 12° 30’ E. 
Point.Dande 

12°0'S. 13°20’ E. 
11° 56’ §. 18° 28 E. 
11°14’S,  12°2' E, 
5°46’ N. = 2° 48’ E. 
6° 32’ N. 12°22 W, 


10° 49'N. 21°0'W. 


5°58'N. 1°44’ W. 





s008le 


By what 
Cruizer 


Captured. 


Cyclops. 
Teazer. 
Philomel. 


Grappler. 


ae 
Cygnet. 
Blazer. 


Grappler. 
Pluto. 
Spy. 
Teazer. 
Contest. 
Teazer. 
Cyclops. 


Dart. 





Cygnet. 
Britomart. 
Centaur. 
Firefly. 
Firefly. 
Rattler. 
Waterwitch. 
Philomel. 
Centaur. 
Cygnet. 
Cygnet. 


Sealark, 


Cyclops, 
‘Rattler. 


Spy 


Phenix. 





Kingfisher, 
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Name of the How 
Vessel 
Captured or Rigged. 
Detained. 

Despique ...... Brig 
Teresa ........ Polacca brig 

(Restored before 

trial. 

Veloz.......... Schooner oe 
Francolina ...... Brigantine =... 
Conquestador.... | Brig os 
Luzitana........ Ditto . 
Venuz Ceres iat Schooner . 
Apollo ........ Brigantine 
Alipede ........ Schooner sia 
Palmira ........ Ditto 
California ...... | Ditto = 
Proserping ...... Ditto 
Unknown ...... Ditto 
Unknown ...... Brigantine =... 
Unknown ...... Barque os 
Casco ...2....4. Brigantine... 
Chios ac eissetieiete Schooner 
El Golfin ...... Felucca 
Julio .......... Brig . 
Unknown ...... Brigantine 
Pilot oats. 595% Barque ae 
Rowena ........ Brig . 
Rozita.......... | Feluees ¥s 
Unknown ...... Topsail echoener 
Ventura........ Brig 
Independencia .. | Polaccabrigantine 
AnneD. Richardson | Barque . 
Lucy Ann ...... | Brig 
Serpente ...... Ditto Er 
Relampago...... | Brigantine .. 
Phenix ........ Ditto ee 


Under 
what 
Colours. 


Brazilian 


Unknown 





Ditto None 

None Ditto | 187 
547 | 242 
Ditto None} 240 
Ditto Ditto | 195 


about 


Ditto Ditto | 100 


ABSTRACT. 


Fall vessels captured aie 
Empty vessels captured or detained 


Number of slaves .. me 








By what 
Where Captured. Crnizer 
Captured. 
Off Whydah Waterwitch. 


3° 48'S. 10° 50’ E. | Phenix. 


6° 49'S. 10°05’ E. | Centaur. 
11° 46'S. 13° 20’ E. | Sealark. 
4°28°N. 3° 35’ E. | Rattler. 
Kingfisher. 
62'S. 11° 30’ E. | Firefly. 


Off Little Popoe 


6° 45'S, 12° 36’ E. | Cyclops, 

3° 38'S.’ 4° 45’ E, | Rattler. 
5°12'N. 8° 54’ E, | Phonix. 
Off Whydah Kingfisher. 
8°17'S. 1° 02’ W. | Flying Fish. 
Logito Bay Cygnet. 
Red Point Waterwitch. 
10° 50'S, 13° 39’ E, | Sealark. 


Ambriz Pluto. 

5° 0'N. 1° 30’ E, | Kingfisher. 

Kilongo Watorwitch. 

. Firefl 

Off Ambriz {plato 

Logito Waterwitch, 
. Cyclo 

Ambriz {pry or 

Ambrisz Plate. 

Off Badagry Hecla, 

Porto Novo Hecla. 


9° 59'S. 2° 39’ E. | Cyclops. 

6° 03’ 8.11° 42’ E. | Firefly. 
Ambriz Plato. 

7° 26'S. 12°26’ E. | Rattler. 

Off Porto Novo Phenix. 

6° 23'S. 11°43’ E. | Firefly. 

5° 03'S. 11°10'E. | Flying Fish 
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No. 192. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 19.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” St. Helena, April 22, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatches to you of the 4th July, relative to 
the state of affairs at Gallinas, and the instructions which I had given Com- 
mander Marsh as to the assistance he might render the chiefs of that and 
the Manna District against the Zaro people, I have the honour to inclose, for 
the information of the Lords of the Admiralty, copy of a letter, and of an extract 
from another, with inclosures, which I have received from that officer, reporting 
his proceedings, which appear to me very satisfactory. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 192. 
Commander Marsh to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Heroine,” off Gallinas, Febrwary.21, 1850. 


I BEG leave to inform you that I landed at Mina on 5th instant, and in obedience to your 
directions distributed the presents from you to the Chiefs, excepting to Jan Coubah and James 
Weston Rogers, who received their portion on the 10th instant, they not being in attendance on the 
former day. 

I ineloee herewith a receipt from the Chiefs both for the powder and tobacco. 

I forwarded a notice, according to your orders, to the Chief at John Fortune on the day I 
landed, desiring his presence to receive your communication, but did not succeed in obtaining an 
interview, as the messengers sent to him brought back word that he was engaged in a palaver with 
his own headmen, promising, however, to come down. 

I waited at Mina till the 18th, in daily expectation of seeing him, but without success. 

The surrounding Chiefs having made to me most earnest requests that I should aid them in an 
attack on the ionkilee up the Manna River against the Zaro people, and the moon being now 
favourable for a good bar and beach, I weighed on the 19th instant, in company with the “ Wol- 
verine,” and anchored off the river the same day (8 a.m.) I then landed all our white party on the 
beach in my canoe, consisting of the crews of the gig and pinnacc, with marines and kroomen of Her 
Majesty’s sloop under my command, and the crews of the cutter, pinnace, and second gig, with 
eighteen marines and ten kroomen of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Wolverine.” 

The boats were passed over the bar by the kroomen, the party re-embarking inside at 
2 P.M. 

Finding that from the lateness of the day the stockades were too distant for the boats to reach 
that evening, I deemed it prudent to sleep my people at the town of Saywooroo, belonging to the 
Chief James Cole. 

At daylight next morning after breakfast, I proceeded up the river, staying a short time at 
Fossa, to enable the Chiefs with their people to get inland and attack two stockades there, simul- 
taneously with our attack on the stockades on the river. 

On arriving off the stockade on the left bank of the river called Messey Zaro, we were fired on 
from two guns from the stockade, and also from the banks of the river, where they were well shel- 
tered by the thick bush that lined its banks ; but our party kept up so hot a fire from the guns, 
rocket, and small arms, that se were soon silenced and put to flight, setting their town on fire in 
their route, which was shortly after taken possession of by the natives who accompanied us in canoes, 
but on our proceeding further up the river they were obliged to abandon it and return to their 
canoes, as the Zaro people again opened their fire on the boats, but which was speedily silenced as 
before. 

On reaching the second stockade, called Zaro Domah, they made a feeble resistance from the 
bush, and retreated to their houses, I left both stockades which escaped burning in the charge of 
the Chiefs who accompanied me, in which they found two small guns, many muskets, swords, and two 
barrels of powder, which the Zaro people left in their flight. 

Feeling that I had now accomplished my object, I proceeded on my return down the river without 
further opposition, and reached a town of King Robin's near the bar, at sunset, where, from the bar 
not being passable for the boats, I was under the necessity of remaining antil the morning, when we 
returned to the ships in the same order as in landing. 

I am happy to state that this service was performed without any loss or casualty on our side, 
and that the whole party conducted themselves very greatly to my satisfaction. 

I weighed the same evening, and anchored at 8 a.m. off the Gallinas, Tho “ Wolverine’ 
returned next morning. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) J. B. MARSH, 
Commander and Sensor Officer of Northern Division. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 192. 
Commander Marsh to Commodore Fanshawe. 


(Extract.) “ Heroine,” Sierra Leone, March 15, 1850. 


SINCE my last letter of the 21st ultimo I have the honour to inform you that I again landed 
at the Gallinas on the 22nd February ; that I called a meeting of the Chiefs, who gave me the letter 
of thanks for my proceedings up the Manna River, of which t send you a copy. 

With regard to the delivery of the slaves, they seem disposed, and have sworn amongst them- 
selves, to make good the difference promised to Commander Dunlop ; but owing to their internal 
dissensions they have only brought in fifteen, which I embarked on 27th February, and weighed the 
same afternoon for Sierra Leone. 

T have not yet succeeded in seeing the Chief, John Fortune, but have sent him word that if he 
is not at Mina on my return to the Gallinas I shall be under the necessity of visiting him in his own 


country. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 192. 


o The Chiefs of Manna, &c., to Commander Marsh. 
ir, 

WE, the Undersigned Chiefs of Manna, Cape Mount, Sngury, Solyman, and Gallinas, beg to 
return our sincere thanks to Captain Marsh, officers, and men, belonging to Her Majesty's sloops 
“Heroine” and “ Wolverine,” for the assistance rendered us in destroying the towns Messey Zaro 
and Zaro Domah on Manna River belonging to the Zaro people, through which we were also 
enabled to burn two other towns and recapture several of our people, which would have been made 
slaves had this assistance not been given us, and will also enable us to stop their supplies of powder, 
&e. ; and we hope this will induce them to give up slaving, and sign both the treaty of peace and 
abolition of Slave Trade. 

Given under our hands at Manna River, this 21st February, 1850. 


his 
(Signed) GEO. > ROBIN, 


mark. 


his 
‘W.M. Pp CAULKER, + Chiefs of Manna River. 


mark, 


his 
SAM. > CAULKER, 
mark, 
And also signed by the respective Chiefs of Manna Rock. 
verge Cee of Sugury. 
Chief of oe Mount. 
Chief of Solyman. 
Chiefs of Gallinas. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 192. 
Receipt of the Chief of Manna. 
Manna, February 6, 1850. 
RECEIVED from Commander J. B. Marsh, of Her Majosty’s sloop “Heroine,” senior 


officer, &c., of the Northern Division, the undormentioued powder and tobacco, as a palaver present 
from Arthur Fanshawe, C.B., Commodore, to the Chiefs of Gallinas :— 


(Signed) 
his 
50 Ibs. tobacco, 30 Ibs. powder ory we PRINCE ® MANNA. , 
mark, 
his 
50 ” 80 ” . one J. S. ROGERS. 
mark. 
his 
50 ” 80 ” ae ove J. WESTON. 
mark, 
his 
80 ” one oes J. 4 ROGERS. 
mark. 
his 
50 ” 30 ” tee . S. } PAMAH. 
mark, 
his 
30 ” . eee D. * MAMBRA. 
mark, 
his 
30 ” as oe SCHANISSEE >. 
mark, 
his 
30 ” oe oe L. ROGERS. 
mark. 
Witnesses to the above distribution 
1S 
(Signed) Kine 4 Rosin, Chief of Manna Rock. 
mark. 


R. B. H. Ratcrrrre, Passed Clerk. 
W. A. Parker, Pilot and Interpreter. 
J.B. Mansu, Commander. 


Leen marae Ty 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 277 


No. 193. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty —(Received June 24.) 


(Extract.) “ Castor,” Zanzibar, May 3, 1850. 


ON the 19th April I fell in with Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘ Dee,” at 
Ibo, and the next day was joined by the “Pantaloon.” I found these vessels 
had been actively cruizing; that the ‘“Pantaloon” had detained two vessels 
engaged in Slave Trade, a return of which I have forwarded to their Lordships. 

I supplied the ‘‘ Dee” with six months’ stores and three months’ provisions, 
also with fifty tons of coals, and directed her to proceed to Tonga Bay, which I 
consider a good position for intercepting the Slave Trade carried on by the dhows 
and native vessels. I left her at that anchorage on 26th April last. 

Having reason to believe that much Slave Trade is being carried on to the 
northward, between Guilloa and Cape Delgado, I have informed the British 
Consul at this place of the fact, and requested he would endeavour to obtain the 
same permission from His Highness the Imaum of Muscat as granted by Her 
Most Faithful Majesty the Queen of Portugal, which enables Her Majesty's 
ships to-enter rivers, bays, &c., and to destroy barracoons. Without ysuch 
authority I could not hope to stop it in this vicinity. 1 shall await at this 
anchorage until the 8th instant for His Highness’ reply. 

From all the information I could gather along the coast, I consider that the 
Slave Trade has much decreased since my visit to it in 1846. 





No. 194. 


Vice-Admiral the Earl of Dundonald to the Secretary to the Admiralty.— 
(Received June 25.) 


Sir, “ Wellesley,” Bermuda, June 2, 1850. 


I AM gratified to transmit herewith, for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from Commodore Bennett at 
Jamaica, dated the 20th May, with its inclosure from Lieutenant A. D. Jolly, 
commanding Her Majesty’s schooner ‘“ Bermuda,” reporting the capture by that 
vessel, on the 22nd April, of the Brazilian brig “ Clementina,” with 284 slaves 
on board, after an arduous chase of forty-nine hours, during which Lieutenant 
Jolly appears to have displayed great skill and perseverance. 

There is no doubt but that if two or three small vessels were employed 
exclusively as cruizers, many captures of slave-vessels would be effected, as the 
Traffic is carried on with Cuba to a very considerable extent; but their Lord- 
ships are aware that I have no such vessels at my disposal. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) DUNDONALD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 194. 
Commodore Bennett to Vice- Admiral the Earl of Dundonald. 


My Lord, “ Imaum,” Port Royal, May 20, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a letter which I have this day received from Lieu- 
tenant A. D, Jolly, commanding Her Majesty's schooner “ Bermuda,” reporting his having captured 
the Brazilian brig “Clementina,” having 284 slaves on board, after an arduous chase of forty-nine 


hours. 
The “ Bermuda” and her prize arrived this day, but several of the slaves had died, and others 


are in an emaciated state, caused by their having been short of provisions before she was captured. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. BENNETT, Commodore. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 194. 
Lieutenant Jolly to Commodore Bennett. 


Sir, “ Bermuda,” Port Royal, Jamaica, May 20, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Commander-in-chief, that on 
the 22nd April, 1850, in latitude 23° 27’, longitude 87° 48’, I captured the Brazilian slave-brig 
“ Clementina,” with 284 slaves. 

I had fallen in with her two days previously off the Isle of Pines, and commenced a chase 
which lasted forty-nine hours, during which time the greatest exertions were used in trimming and 
wetting their sails, &c., and during the two nights that elapsed the most anxious and vigilant look- 
out was mantained. On the morning of the 22nd, the “ Bermuda” had gained so much as to ba 
decidedly within long gun range, and I commenced firing at her. This soon had its effect, although 
there was a long rolling sea, and the vessels were dead befure the wind, causing a motion which ren- 
dered it extremely difficult to fire with precision right ahead. Most of the shot took effect on the 
sails and rigging, and at 9 a.m. she surrendered with her fore top-sail yard, jib-boom, and train gaff 
shot away, and all the top-mast rigging and back stays, also many of the running ropes, were cut 
away. ter refitting the rigging and shifting her top-sail rate she was taken with all possible 
diets to Port Royal, but it was found necessary to touch at Cape Antonio, Grand Cayman, and 
Ocho Rios, for water and provisions. 

In the “Bermuda” I touched at the nearest village on the south coast of Cuba, and havin; 
landed twenty of the crew of the “Clementina,” I rejoined the prize at the Grand Cayman, cd 
then made the best of my way to Jamaica in company with the prize. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. D. JOLLY, Lieutenant and Commander, 





No. 195. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received June 28.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, May 6, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of an extract from a letter of pro- 
ceedings from the Honourable Commander Spencer, of Her Majesty’s sloop 
“Contest,” with the correspondence alluded to in it as having taken place 
between Captain Marston, of the United States’ corvette “Yorktown,” and 
himself, relative to an examination of the American brigantine “‘ Bridgton,” of 
Philadelphia. 

The “ Contest” having been removed from my command, I am unable to 
make any inquiry into the particulars of the case, or to ascertain the name and 
rank of the subordinate officer who appears to have been in charge of the visiting 
boat, and why he was so. 

The friendly and courteous manner, however, in which Captain Marston, of 
the “ Yorktown,” has received Commander Spencer’s explanation to him, I hope 
will entirely prevent any unpleasant feeling on this occasion. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 195. 
Commander the Hon. J. W. S. Spencer to Commodore Fanshawe. 


(Extract.) “ Contest,” Princes Island, April 1, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 2nd March I communicated with the United 
States’ corvette “ Yorktown” (at anchor off Quittah) in order to make inquiries as to the brigan- 
tine “Bridgton,” which vessel had been boarded by the pinnace on the 26th February, and which 
brigantine had been ever since standing off and on the land between Atakoo and Quittah, and was 
then in sight; also to inform Captain Marston (commanding the corvette) of her master having 
asked me to supply him with an anchor. 

Shortly after my return on board Her Majesty's sloop under my eommand, I received a letter 
from Captain Marston, together with the consequent replies, which I have now the honour to 
inclose. 
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Inclosure 2% in No. 195. 
Commander Marston to Commander the Hon. J. W. S. Spencer. 


Sir, “ Yorktown,” off Quittah, March 2, 1850. 


SINCE I had the pleasure of seeing you this morning I have had an interview with Benjamin 
Joseph, the master of the American brig “ Bridgton” of Philadelphia, who informs me that on the 
night of the 27th February, he was boarded by a boat from your brig, and that your officers and 
men, after having been informed of his nationality, searched every part of his vessel, opening lockers, 
going down into the hold with lights, opening casks, é&c. 

The United States do not recognize the right of any nation to search an American vessel, and 
one of the chief objects of the Treaty between our respective Governments in placing an American 
squadron on this coast was to avoid any difficulty which might arise from the vessels of Great Britain 
visiting those of America. I therefore deem it my duty to protest against your searching any 
American in person, and to inform you that the present instance will be referred to my Govern- 
ment, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN MARSTON, 
Commander, United States’ Navy. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 195. 


Commander the Hon. J. W. S. Spencer to Commander Marston, 


Sir, Contest,” off Quittah, March 2, 1850. 


I HAVE the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, relative toa 
statement made by the master of the brigantine “ Bridgton,” of being parched by a boat belonging 
to Her Majesty's brig “Contest” under my command, on the night of the 27th ultimo. 

I beg leave to inform you that your letter gave me the first intimation of such an occurrence 
having taken place. 

T have since made inquiries from the subordinate officer who was sent on board of her at her 
master’s (Benjamin Jeasph) own request for her log-book and passport, and I regret very mach 
to find that the subordinate officer allowed his men to leave their boat, and that they looked into the 
holds and a locker ; but all deny having made any farther search. 

Ican only express my sincere regrets that the officer should so much have neglected his duty as 
to allow any of the men to quit their boat. 

Our instructions particularly direct that when a search is to be made, the officer's rank shall not 
be under third in command ; and as the officer sent on this duty is very junior, I trust you will see 
that no infringement of the Treaty between the United States and Great Britain was intended, as 
had it been my intention to search, I should have sent the Second Lieutenant at least. 

; T have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN W. S. SPENCER, Commander. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 195. 
Commander Marston to Captain the Hon. J. W. S. Spencer. 


Sir, “ Yorktown,” off Quittah, March 2, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in answer to mine of this day, 
and have pleasure in saying that so far as you are concerned it is perfectly satisfactory, and I shall 
feel gratified in forwarding a copy of the same to the Commander-in-chief. 

The young officer whom you speak of as having disobeyed your orders, no doubt did it under a 
misapprehension of his duty, and I trust that it will be " oe by Commodore Fanshawe. 

ve, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN MARSTON, Commander. 
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No. 196. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received June 28.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, May 6, 1850. 

I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of a letter which I have received from 
the Honourable Commander Spencer, of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘ Contest,” 
informing me of his having captured a schooner with slaves on board, on the 
5th ultimo, and sent her in charge of a Lieutenant to Sierra Leone. 

The “Contest” having been subsequently sent to Hong-Kong by the 
the Senior Otficer of the Division in the Bights, in pursuance of their Lordships’ 
orders addressed to him, I have had no opportunity of communicating with 
Commander Spencer on the subject, as she had quitted this island before my 
arrival. 

Lhope that the prize officer may have found the Senior Officer of the 
Sierra Leone Division in port, and learned from him of the ‘‘Contest’s ” 
change of station, and also meet the “ Lily” there, so as to be able to proceed 
in her to rejoin his ship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 196. 
Commander the Hon. J, W. S. Spencer to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Contest,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 30’ N., Long. 2° 58’ E., April 8, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for your information that at 12°15 on the afternoon of the 5th 
instant, in latitude 2° 20’ north, longitude 5° 57’ east, I captured a schooner with 152 slaves on 
board, 105 males and 47 females. 

She had no papers of any kind to prove her nationality, consequently I was unable to ascertain 
the name of her master. She is supposed to be called the “ Rosina,” it having been so stated by 
her crew. The same evening | placed on board a prize crew, namely, one quarter-master, two 
able seamen, two ordinary seamen, one private marine, and two Kroomen, under the charge of 
Lieutenant Smith and Mr. Wilson, the assistant surgeon, with orders to proceed to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication. : 

I remained with her till 8-30 a.m. the following day, when we parted company, I making the 
best of my way to resume my cruizing ground. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN W. 8. SPENCER, Commander. 





No. 197. 
Commander Parker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—-(Received July 1.) 


Sir, “ Pantaloon,” off Quillimane, January 30, 1850. 

J HAVE the honour to inform you of the detention of the ship 
"6 Deliberacdo,” under the following circumstances. 

At 11 4.m., on the 29th January, while standing for Olinda, I observed a 
a ship running along the land, and chased her; at 4 p.m. she anchored off 
Quillimane Bar, in seven fathoms, and showed American colours. I boarded 
Ber and found an American in command, whose account of himself was as 
ollows :— . 

The vessel he stated to be the ship “ France” of New York, lately sold at 
Rio, and belonging to a Mr. J. P. Robinson of Rio, with a general cargo, and 
crew thirteen in number, bound to Quillimane for orders, and afterwards to 
Mozambique ; would possibly land some cargo there, but did not know Agent 
Salghera. ‘lhe papers he produced were a sea-letter purporting to be given by 
the American Consul at Rio, Mr. Parks; and appended to it was a declaration 
signed by the captain, Anderson, that he himself was born in the United 
States, and was an American subject; and ship’s articles, with the list of crew, 
thirteen in number. 
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This account appearing to me very confused and irregular, I returned to 
the brig, anchored near him, and next morning again visited him, and demanded 
to have a further inspection of his papers, which he refused, and stated that he 
would not allow his hatches to be lifted except by force. However, she hoisted 
no colours; and after giving him the prescribed certificates, I ordered the 
hatches to be lifted, and went down myself. On the ’twixt decks was some 
cargo; but on lifting the hatches and looking into the hold I found water-casks, 
fore and aft, slave-irons, mess-tins, plank, casks of rice, farinha, &c.; in fact, 
completely fitted for the Slave Trade; and also numerous men concealed in the 
hold, and three, called passengers, in the cabin, making thirty-five persons on 
board in all. 

I informed the American captain that I should detain him, and demanded 
his papers. He then stated that he had neither papers nor colours, and that 
the ship was Brazilian. The papers and colours were thrown overboard when 
he saw the boats returning towards him. 

The ship’s name is the “‘ Deliberagao,” 620 tons. She left Rio on the 
17th of December, and was to have shipped slaves at Quillimane. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HYDE PARKER, Commander. 





No. 198. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received July 8.) 


(Extract.) “Centaur,” Ascension, May 6, 1850. 

1. I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
31st January, by the “ Gladiator,” conveying to me the directions of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that, in compliance with a wish expressed by 
Viscount Palmerston, the visit of Lieutenant Forbes, of the ‘‘ Bonetta,’’ should 
be delayed until the arrival of Mr. Beecroft, Her Majesty’s Consul in the 
Bights. 

2. My letters to you of the 23rd February, from Whydah, and of 
27th March, from Ambriz, reporting my general proceedings, will have 
acquainted their Lordships of the arrangements which I have made for Lieu- 
tenant Forbes’ journey to Dahomey, and of his having landed for that purpose, 
under the expectation that the King’s Customs would take place at the time 
he had originally named, viz., the middle of March. 

3. I have now to request you will be pleased to lay before their Lordships 
the inclosed copies of reports which I have since received from Lieutenant 
Forbes, detailing his subsequent proceedings, and acquainting me that the 
Customs were postponed until the 16th or 20th of May, and that in conse- 
quence he had re-embarked, and had been sent by Commander Harvey, as I 
had arranged with reference to the time first named for the Customs, to meet 
me at this island, and had quitted Whydah previous to Mr. Beecroft’s arrival 
there in the “ Sphinx,” with Lord Palmerston’s instructions. 

4. I lost no time in dispatching the “Bonetta” back to Whydah, 
Lieutenant Forbes being furnished with the copy of the instructions sent for 
him, and with directions from me to act in concert with Mr. Beecroft, who, I 
learned from Commander Harvey, had on his arrival at Whydah been trans- 
ferred from the ‘‘ Sphinx” to the “‘ Kingfisher,” and as the “ Bonetta” sailed 
from hence on the 4th instant (and was preceded by the “Gladiator,” Captain 
Adams, who would have prepared Mr. Beecroft for Lieutenant Forbes’ return), 
I have no doubt they will meet at Whydah, and proceed together to Abomey in 
proper time, as wished by my Lord Palmerston; and the information which 
Lieutenant Forbes had been able to obtain, and the arrangements which he had 
made, I hope will assist materially the Consul’s journey and mission. 





Cuass A. 20 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 198. 


Lieutenant Forbes to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Bonetta,” Whydah, April 2, 1850. 


WITH reference to your memorandum dated November 24, 1849, I have the honeur to 
report to you, in the form of a journal, the reasons for my not having been able to carry out (in 
the time given) your instructions. 

As there is now ample time to return to Ascension for further instructions, and thus give you 
the opportunity of sending the mail to England, either in Her Majesty’s ship under my command, 
or some other ship, I, by the orders of Commander Harvey, left the present for His Majesty the 
King of Dahomey, and much personal property, in the hands of the Viceroy of Whydah. 

Should Her Majesty’s ship under my command return to England, I am not only willing to 
remain out, but wish to point out to you, in my opinion, that all that I may have done towards 
gaining the good opinion of His Majesty and his Viceroy will, should I not return to Abomey, be 
entirely lost, as well as the value of the present, as the King will certainly never understand my 
reasons for not returning, and the present is bond jide the property of the King, as will be seen by 
my message to him. 

The work of treaty must be one of time; but if we promise and do not perform, I fear 
His Majesty will lose that faith which now is attached to the word of an Englishman in Dahomey. 

There are important reasons for causing me to believe I may now be of service towards the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, by returning to Abomey ; these are :— 

1st. The vast increase of the palm-oil trade. 

2nd. The almost certain defeat of His Majesty's troops in the late war. 

The expenses may be said to be already incurred. 

I trust the matter of consideration of health will not weigh; as having been now a month in 
wiyeels the most unhealthy portion of the Dahoman Kingdom, I return in a most perfect state of 

ealth. 

In a word, I would most willingly give up my command, to endeavour to finish this important 
service I have commenced; I earnestly beg you will permit me to attempt to perform it. 


JouRNAL. 


February 26.—Sent a krooman on shore, to report my arrival, and obtain boats and carriers, &c. 

February 27.—Landed, and arriving at Whydah, visited the Viceroy; well received. After 
many compliments, he explained to me that previous to starting for the war, the King (by disease) 
had lost several of his chiefs, and that it was not until January he marched from Abomey ; that he 
was still at war, and in consequence the Customs were put off. 

The seat of war is in the Tappah Country, a warlike people on the north-west of Abomey, 
formerly holding Eyeo tributary, while that country held Dahomey in tribute. 

February 28,—Returned on board, having landed the present. 

March 2.—A report reached Commander Harvey, that Domingo Jozé Martins intended visiting 
Abomey in fourteen days, which report subsequently proved incorrect. 

March 5.—In consequence of the above report, landed at Popoe, where reports reached me of 
His Majesty's defeat, which although not altogether confirmed, are still extremely probable. 

March 6.—Remained at Popoe. 

March 7.—Procecded to Algway by lagoon. : 

aeareh 8.—Arrived in Whydah. The Viceroy instantly sent his “stick,” and to inquire after 
my health, &c. 

* March 9.—Was informed to-day that the following declaration had been made, about a month 
since, by the Viceroy (in the King’s name) to all the foreigners residing in Whydah :— 

“ The Queen of England and the King of Dahomey are on the most amicable terms of friendship, 
The Queen does not deny the right of the King of Dahomey to trade in slaves. The King hears 
that some white person has given information to Her Majesty's ships, whereby captures have been 
made. The King (should he discover him) will impale the informer.” 

March 10.—Called on the Viceroy: very civil. He proposed that when the Customs take 
place, we travel together to Abomey. 

March 11.—Great rejoicing, and firing of guns. 

The Viceroy sent his headman, with the King’s stick, to report to me His Majesty's safe 
return from the war. 

Dispatched a messenger to Abomey, with my “stick” and congratulations to His Majesty on 
his safe return ; also a present of two brass blunderbusses, and the following message :— 

“Honoured with His Majesty’s request that I would attend at the watering the graves of his 
ancestors, I had arrived at Whydah, and now waited anxiously His Majesty’s convenience to call 
me to his capital. That besides communications from the Naval Commander-in-chief, I bore 
presents in the name of Her Majesty Queen Victoria.” 

March 15.—Visited the Viceroy, and held a long diplomatic conversation with him ; his speech 
may be rendered thus :— 

“ Why cannot the Queen of Great Britain allow us a little trade? If your ships were stationed 
midway, you would capture more, and not trouble the King of Dahomey. Leave Whydah open, 
and take all the rest. The King of Dahomey bas no wish to be subsidized by the Queen of England. 

“ The King of Dahomey, not wishing to kill all his prisoners of war, would wish to sell a few. 
Tf he cannot sell them, what is he to do with them?” 

To the above, I answered, with all respect :-— 

That the Queen of Great Britain was determined to stop the Slave Trade ; 

That the coast was too long, and the sea too large, for Her Majesty’s ships to be effective 
midway ; 

That the Queen's wish to subsidize, was simply to supply His Majesty’s wants until legal trade 
became equal to the present state of the Slave Trade in value; 
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That if, instead of killing or selling his slaves, the King would employ them, he would soon 
see the advantage of retaining labour in his country, and thus put a stop to the Slave Trade. 

The Viceroy then rose, and taking a tumbler in one hand, in the other he held a wine-glass. 

“Tf,” said he, with emphasis, “the King has been accustomed to give the full of this,” pointing 
to the tumbler, “can he live to give only the full of that?” pointing to the wine-glass. ‘“ The 
tumbler is the slave, the wine-glass the palm-oil trade.” 

It is not to be wondered at that the Viceroy, who is in daily receipt of large bribes from the 
slave-dealers, should argue -thus at present. Fearing to risk the loss of the friendship of so 
important an official as the Viceroy, after many compliments and assurances of the good feeling 
existing between our respective Sovereigns, the conference ended. 

March 16.—The Viceroy visited me in state, bearing my stick from the King. 

Prostrated, he presented it to me, with the following message :— 

“The King congratulates you on your safe arrival, thanks you for the present of the guns, and 
for the assurances of your message : as the Customs do not take place for some time, the King 
recommends your taking a walk and returning.” 

The Viceroy then explained that the Customs took place on the 15th May, 1850. 

March 17.—The Viceroy sent his eldest son with his “friendstick ;’ a compliment not fre- 
ey paid. 

arch 22.—The King’s stick arrived, summoning the Da Souza family to Abomcy. The 
King intending to choose a Charchar, the Viceroy and Domingo Jozé Martins were also invited ; 
the latter declines the honour ; on dit, he was, as the Da Souza’s are poor, intended by the King to 
have been the official in substance, while the Da Souza was so in name. 

March 26.—Visited the Viceroy to take his leave. 

He acquainted me with his intention of going to Abomey, and returning in time for the 
King’s summons to the Customs, and explained he would be absent five weeks at tho least ; that 
the time for the festival as presently arranged was five days after the death of the next moon. 

He begged I would not be absent more than six weeks, as in the event of His Majesty sending 
for me, and the Viceroy not being able to explain my absence, he would be very angry. Having 
promised to return, I took leave on the most amicable terms. 

March 28.—Mr. Thomas Hutton arrived, and sent his stick instantly, and to say he would call 
as soon as possible. 

In two hours received his visit ; he begged I would remove to the fort, ordered separate apart- 
ments to be fitted for me by my return, and was in every way as civil as man could be. 

March 29,—I ascertained positively that the lagoons of Whydah and Badagry do not join, but 
are separated by a neck of land, formed on piles driven by order of the present King of Dahomey, to 
keep the Badagrians in check ; the position is called “‘Godone,” and lies midway between Whydah 
and Porto Novo. 

Between Little Popoe, and some distance below Whydah (a distance of thirty miles), in a dry 
season, @ man might walk the lagoons without inconvenience ; travelling in a canoe drawing at 
most two feet water, we constantly grounded the whole way, and after daylight I took a walk in 
Curey with the canoe for some miles in the lagoon. In the wet season they are some fathoms 

leep. 

March 31.—Embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Bonetta.” 

I trust from the above journal and accompanying letters will be seen the necessity for my 
return to Abomey; at least, in order to keep up the good feeling at present existing, if not to 
succeed in the ulterior object of my mission. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) F. E. FORBES. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 198. 


Lieutenant Forbes to Commander Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Bonetta,” Whydah, April 2, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to subjoin a copy of a letter I received from Commander Harvey, dated 
Whydah, March 21st, 1850 :— : . 
“ Sir, 
“In answer to Ps letter of this date, I have the honour to inform you that I am quite of 
His opinion (as the Custome do not meet before the 15th of May next), you should proceed in Her 
ajesty’s brigantine “ Bonetta,” on her return from Princes, to the Island of Ascension, and there 
await the Commander-in-chief's arrival. 

“T have therefore to request that you will make the necessary arrangements with regard to 
the presents to the King of Dahomey, and hold yourself in readiness to embark on board the 
‘ Bonetta,’ on her arrival at Whydah, which I expect will be about 1st April next. 

(Signed) H. HARVEY.” 


I have further the honour to add a list of my expenses, and also of the receipts for the presents. 

You are aware that rum is one of the currencies of Dahomey: hence, on preparing for my 
journey, I purchased a puncheon of rum, and thirty kegs to convey it in. When at Ascension, 
Captain Hutton supplied me with two casks of cowries, the other currency of Dahomey, and some 
trade cloth which had been in store since 1842, and which I imagined would be a more economical 
mode of paying my Government expenses than purchasing at the enormous prices. The cloth is 
at Whydah :— 
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: Expenses. £ 3d. 

Feb. 26. Boat-hire a ae ss we 012 0 
27. Ditto 112 4 

Carriers carrying presents to Whydah .. ace 33 0 

28. Boat-hire ve ws e as 08 4 

Mar. 5. Ditto sis 7 oe ae 042 

Hammock-men Se. ee a 042 

8. Boat-hire sie oe ae ae 016 8 

Carriers : 012 6 

Kroomen left in ‘charge of presents at Whydah. 7 012 6 

King’s messenger oe .. oe 08 4 

18. Boat-hire sia os o* nee 012 6 

14. Ditto oie) oe o ae 0 12 

Hammock-men ane oe oe 08 4 

Kroomen ne Se ne 4 012 6 

Servants os se oe 1 010 

21, Hammock-men a os 08 4 

Kroomen and servants... os ee 012 6 

28. Hammock-men a os 08 4 
Kroomen and servants... ~ ee ~ 012 6 

31. Bearers for effects a ee ai 012 6 

Boat-hire a ey a 016 8 
House-hire se oe is 218 

Interpreter... a s ais 8 4 0 

Cask of rum .. oe 9 7 6 

30 4 8 

70 lbs. of cowries, or ty ot é 1411 0 
£15 13 8 


List of Articles in Viceroy’s charge at Whydah. 


No. 
Muskets 8 a ba 40 
Chairs ae ah a 18 
Sponges os ee ae 6 
Rammers... on a 6 
Hour-glasses .. is os 8 
Rope ae 2 coils 
1 box containing red velvet es 1 piece 
1 box containing black do. 1 
Satin oe o. 2 
Silk Aa ae ae 2 
Cloth we ay a 1 
Musical box .. ae ats 1 
Watch oo ee ao 1 
Red baft , : 3 
1 box containing red baft.. ai 1 
1 box containing red caps ah 39 
his 
(Signed) DOGBAH ». 
mark, 


List of Articles left in charge of Madiki Lemon, my interpreter, being intended as presents : 


to the Viceroy and Cabooceers. 


Muskets et as 11 in No. 
Chairs... oe os 2 

Cloth .. oe on 14 piece 
Rum .. ss: se 1 pipe 
Kegs .. a 30 in No. 


The latter were left thus, as, if once deposited with the King’s presents, they would be claimed. 
by the King from the recipient. 


Besides the above, on landing I sent to the Viceroy as a present— 


Muskets oe . 

Silk .. oe se 1 piece 

Cloth .. S we 3 

Hour-glasses o- . 2 
To his son— 

Cloth .. a a 1 piece 
To his headman— 

Cloth .. os ane 2 pieces 
To the King— 

Brass blunderbusses ae 2 
To the interpreter— 

Cloth .. . 1 

Trusting that the above may meet your approbation, 
I hares ae 
(Signed) E. FORBES, 


Lieutenant eae Her Majesty's ship “ Bonetta.” 
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Left in the Yarouga’s charges at Whydah until my return, or taken out by order of one of Her 





Majesty's Naval Officers. 
Muskets . oe ote 48 
Chairs oe a o. 8 
Sponges os o an 6 
Rammers ae oe Bc 6 
Hour-glasses .. o oe 8 
Rope oe . as 2 coils 
1 box 
Red velvet .. . ie 1 piece 
Black do... a ae 1 
Satin oe .- . 2 
Silk oi aie 2 
Cloth ars oe iss 1 
Musical box .. ty, 1 
Watch oe ie 1 
1 box baft .. y ee 3 
Baft % S ee 1 
Caps,red ws es . : 
bis: 
(Signed) DOG BAH. 
mark. 
Inclosure 3 in No. 198. 
Lieutenant Forbes to Commodore Fanshatce. 
Sir, “ Bonetta,” at Sea, Lat. 2°32’ N., Long. 8°41’ E., April 6, 1850. 


I BEG leave to point out to you the present state of the trade at Whydah from personal obser- ' 
vation made during a sojourn on shore between the 2nd and 31st March. 

Slaves are numerous, selling at 60 dollars a-head, for the most part purchased by Domingo José- 
Martins and Joaquim Almeida. 

The whole of the slave-merchants are purchasing palm-oil, which six years since sold at three: 
dollars the measure of eighteen gallons,—it now sells at seven dollars and two bottles of rum ; the 
native planters are using all their endeavours to meet the market, and extending their plantations, 
thus illustrating the fact that they are beginning to discover the value of labour. 

Six months since the palm-oil sold at five dollars the measure, when Messrs. Blancheley 
(French) raised it to seven dollars, expecting a monopoly by driving Hutton’s (English) house 
out of the market, “the Portuguese not generally purchasing,” in consequence of which Mr. Hutton 
does not purchase. 

Messrs. Blancheley are the better able to afford to raise the price, as their shells are of a cheap 
Kind, and not actually cowries. 

At seven dollars'the measure, or £31 per ton, I am told oil would not profit by being sent to: 
England. 

£ It is strange, if Mr. Hutton cannot afford to purchase, how the Portuguese can. Mr. Hutton 
receives his goods from England direct, and pays a King’s duty of 180 dollars per vessel in goods, 
thus — . 


Cowries . . : 40 dollars, 
Muskets . . . s 5 in number. 
Cloth . . . * 27 pieces. 
Powder . . . 5 kegs. 

Rum . . . 50 gallons. 


The Portuguese or slave-merchants receive their goods (English) vid Brazils, pay two freights, 
also custom-house at the Brazils, and a very heavy King’s duty, “ 800 dollars.” 

I was unable to obtain the exact particulars of their duty, but 100 rolls of tobacco is un item, 
worth 600 dollars. 

It would seem the Portuguese aim at the destruction of legal trade by a sacrifice. It is to be 
hoped that the French and English houses may be enabled to compete and prevent the fall of licit 
trade consequent on the rise of the price of the slave in Brazile. The slave-merchants in the Brazils 
complain at present of the high price of the slave in Whydah. 

Domingo José Martins profited last year 80,000 dollars by the palm-oil trade at Whydah and 
Porto Novo, but Domingo José Martins (although the greatest slave-dealer in all Africa) trades in 
English bottoms hence, pays a small duty, and receives his goods direct from England. 

He asserts that if the British Government would pay his expenses with the King (£5000) 
annually, he would stop the Slave Trade in the Bights ; he would so increase the palm-oil trade, as 
to render it necessary to the King. He further states that he intends visiting England, and if well 
received will carry out the above desirable end at his own expense. 

Martins talks about “philanthropy,” deplores that the Government of the Brazils are slaves to 
the slave-merchants !! That a Brazilian of feeling under existing circumstances should be ashamed 
of his country !!! 

In my opinion an annual subsidy of £3000 would cause the King to put a stop to the illicit 
trade. 
The last shipment of slaves from Whydah was in September 1849. 

Slaves are marched to Jackim and Porto Novo on the east, and Ahgway and Popoe on the 
west. Ahgway is now the residence of Joaquim Almeida (formerly a Mahee slave), and filled with 
slaves. , 

Porto Novo, still the residence of Domingo José Marting, is also well stocked. 

The whole of the Da Souza family (about 50) are summoned to Abomey, the King being about 
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to appoint a new Charchar. Domingo José Martins has declined attending, he supposing the 
invitation to be one of pecuniary interest to the King. 

The new Charchar is to pay the legal debts of his predecessor, but not the debts to the slave- 
merchants. 

Such a thing would have been impossible, as the latter are enormous, but it seems an odd com- 
mand from such a King. 

In Whydah are six agents or traders for His Majesty. The Charchar has the advantage of 
‘trading with these or other traders without paying the King’s duty : all trade, whether in slaves or 
oil, must be first submitted to the Charchar. 

The reports concerning the late war are various, but I have three reasons for supposing His 
Majesty has not gained his usual number of slaves. ¥ 

1st. The putting off of the Customs, and the meeting of the Da Souza family, each of the three 
heads of which will fee the King to the best of his power. 

2nd. That the King has sent to Mr. Hutton to state, that four of his chiefs have been cap- 
tured (such a confession is not usual in Dahomey), and requesting Mr. Hutton to ransom them. 

8rd. Commander Miller was told at Popoe that four chiefs were to be decapitated there, on the 
beach. 

Popoe is the nearest seaport to the Tappah, the seat of the late war, and the Popoes are 
hereditary enemies to the Dahoman people. oo 

As will be seen by my journal, the King and his officers have treated me with the greatest 
civility. 

* T have, &c. 

(Signed) FF. E. FORBES, Lieutenant Commanding. 





No. 199. 
Commander Parker to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 9, 1850.) 


Sir, * Pantaloon,” at Sea, off Quillimane, December 31, 1849. , 


I HAVE the honour to transmit the information relative to the Slave 
Trade which I have collected during my stay here, principally from the prisoners ; 
but of course it cannot all be implicitly relied upon. 

The principal slave-merchants at Rio trading to this coast are said to be 
Manoel Pinto, Amaral Bastos, Bernardino de Sa, and Tomas de Costa Ramos. 

The agents at Quillimane are—for Manoel Pinto, Tavares ; and for Amaral 
y Bastos, Ferdinando Miranda. This last is only just arrived. 

Inhambane and Delagoa Bay are said to be rarely visited now. Oom- 
mencing from the southward, from Shemangoma, there are a_ considerable 
number of slaves shipped. A brig called the “‘ Mfosquito” took in 500 from there 
a short time before our arrival. They say that the brig ‘‘Philantropo” was also 
to have shipped them. 

ES Next, Luabo. The establishment there belongs exclusively to Manoel 
into. 

At Quillimane it would appear that they have been shipping slaves boldly 
from the river of late, and that the Trade there has much increased. Part of the 
cargo of the ship “Deliberagao” is stated to be for the Governor. 

Mariangona, Quizungo, and the river marked in Owen’s chart as Masimba, 
ee called by the Portuguese, Macan River: from this last they say many are 
shipped. 

PAt Angozha all agree in saying that of late there has not been much slave- 
trading carried on. 2 

To the northward of Mozambique: Pomba Bay, Ibo, and Point Pangane. 
Slaves are stated to be very plentiful on this coast, costing only 10 dollars; and 
that there has been of late a very brisk trade carried on. 

At Quillimane they state that the price of a slave is 20 to 25 dollars; and 
the expense of shipping, bribes, &c., included, is between 30 and 40 dollars. 

They have now there some very fine launches, larger than a line-of-battle 
ship, and capable of bringing 200 slaves over the bar; so that a vessel arriving 
there by appointment, can ship her cargo in a very short time. : 

Most of the vessels coming to this coast now come under American colours, 
with an American captain; and all those going to the northward of Mozambique 
bring money to pay for their cargocs. 

It is also said that some vessels may shortly be expected under Sardinian 
colours, and that a general rush is being made for this coast. 

I have got the names of some vessels coming to this coast, and have reason 
to believe that this information is substantially correct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HYDE PARKER. 


———————=—_ 
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No. 200. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 12.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” Ascension, May 14, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter to you, dated 20th March last, trans- 
mitting, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy 
of a report which I had received from the Honourable Captain Hastings, stating 
the grounds on which he had seized the Brazilian barque “ Pilot” for being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, she having first hoisted American colours, I have 
to request you will be pleased to lay before their Lordships the inclosed copies of 
another letter, with further details of the circumstance, which Captain Hastings 
has forwarded to me, in consequence of communications which had passed 
between himself and the commander of the United States’ corvette “John 
Adams,” relative to the recent capture by our cruizers of vessels which had 
fraudulently assumed the flag of the United States; as I consider it desirable 
Her Majesty's Government should be in possession of every particular relating to 
the subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 200. 


Captain the Hon, G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 17, 1850. 


THE commander of the United States’ ship of war “John Adams” having addressed me upon 
the subject of the recent captures made by some of Her Majesty’s cruizers, on the south coast of 
Africa, of Brazilian vessels, who attempted to evade our search iy displaying the American ensign, 
and producing American papers, copies of which have been transmitted to you, I think it advisable 
to relate, more in detail than the previous report I sent you, the antecedent steps attending the 
capture of the barque “ Pilot,” which vessel was captured by Her Majesty’s steam-ship under 
my command, and I believe a narrative of these facts will bear in the main points a great similarity 
to the other. Although I made this visit personally to the barque “ Pilot,” and all the proceedings 
were taken by my immediate orders, I made no notes at the time of the matter; but Lieutenant 
Dew, Second Lieutenant of the “Cyclops,” accompanied me on the visit, and having called upon 
that officer for a statement of the particulars to the best of his recollection, he has furnished me 
with a narrative of the proceedings, which he wrote a few hours after the capture of the “ Pilot,” to 
the veracity of which I bear my testimony, and forward it asa true detail of my actions on that 
occasion. 

The American papers and colours were destroyed by the parties (who presented them to me on 
‘my first visit) during my absence on board the “Cyclops,” and I had therefore no proof to forward 
for the information of the United States’ Government, should I have considered it my duty to have 
sent them there. : 

I was first led to doubt the true nationality of the “ Pilot,” in consequence of having some few 
weeks previous fallen in with the alleged American brigantine “ Casco,” of Boston, stated to have a 
general cargo on board, but which vessel the next morning shipped 450 slaves from Ambriz, and was 
captured the same day by the “ Pluto” as a Brazilian vessel. I happened to meet the Brazilian master 
of this vessel at St. Melon, where she was brought for adjudication. He informed me that on the 
day the “ Casco” was boarded by the “Cyclops,” the master presented to the boarding officer faleo 
American papers ; and that, although wearing the American ensign, she was bond fide the property 
of a Brazilian, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and had been disposed of in the harbour of Rio; 
also that more vessels similarly situated to the “ Casco” might be expected at Ambriz. 

T have since ascertained that the person on board the “ Casco,” who represented himself as the 
‘American master, was an Irishman, by name Bruce M‘Kenny. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 200. 


Licutenant Dew to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, * Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 9, 1850. 
IN reply to your letter of this day's date wherein you call upon me for a statement of the 
circumstances attendant on your visit to, detention and search of the slave-equipped barque “Pilot,” 
on the 10th January last, I have the honour, Sir, having been present with you on that occasion, 
to inclose you a detailed account of the observations I made, and which I beg leave to state I com- 
mitted to paper a few days subsequent to the occurrence, when on my passage in the barque to St. 
Helena. é 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) R. DEW, Lieutenant. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 200. 
Account of the Detention and Seizure of the barque “ Pilot.” 


ON the 10th January, 1850, whilst Her Majesty's steam-ship “Cyclops” was at anchor in the 
roads at Ambriz, a large barque under American colours came in and anchored at 3 p.m. I accom- 
panied Captain Hastings on board her. During our ie to the barque, Captain Hastings and myself 
were much struck with her light draught of water; her external appearance in no way indicated a 
legal trade, her cotton sails were much patched, and she was found aloft in a very differont manner 
to what American merchant ships usually are. 

We were received on board by the master, Mr. Myers, who stated that the barque was from 
Vittoria, a Brazilian port near Cape Frio, had been two months out, and had on board cargo for a 
Portuguese merchant in Ambriz, to whom he was consigned. 

Captain Hastings asked to see his papers, which he produced. It appeared by them that the 
vessel had been sold in Rio Janeiro in March 1849, in which month Thomas Myers (by certificate 
attached to the papers with the United States’ Consulate seal) was sworn as master of her, before 
Mr. Gorham Parks, the United States’ Consul at Rio Janeiro. At the foot of the papers the words 
“ Now cancelled, property changed,” were written, and no new owner's name was to he found. 

Captain Hastings pointed this out to the master, who professed utter ignorance regarding his 
papers, and continually answered that if the papers were wrong it was the owner, Mr. Smith’s, 
fault, and not his. 

Captain Hastings now asked permission to muster his crew, which was granted. The register 
(printed in the usual form) was to the effect that the nine seamen mentioned thereon were United 
States citizens, principally belonging to Boston and New York, and had been shipped at Vittoria in 
the presence of Mr. Thomas M‘Dowell, United States’ Vice-Consul, whose seal and signature was 
affixed. On asking the crew their names, only three answered to them as Americans, the rest 
confessing themselves Brazilians. 

There were on board two Brazilians (cabin passengers) who were evidently much interested in 
what was taking place. 

We observed the galley to be unusually large, and fitted with iron gratings, whereon coppers 
might be placed. 

About six woeks previously an American brigantine, “ Casco,” belonging to the same owner as 
the “ Pilot,” and from the same port (likewise stated to be sold in Rio), was boarded by the 
“ Cyclops,” and twenty-four hours afterwards was captured by the “ Pluto,” with 450 slaves, under 
the Brazilian flag. 

Captain Hastings now told the master of the “ Pilot” that in consequence of the omission of 
the owner's name on his papers, the self-evident forgery of his register, and the fact of his owner 
and that of the “ Casco” being the same, left no doubt on his mind that he was in no way entitled 
to the flag he sailed under; he should therefore detain and search his vessel, and that if, as he 
suspected, she was fitted for the Slave Trade, he should send her to the American Commodore or to 
the United States. 

The American master did not expostulate in any manner, but appeared quite callous, and 
showed none of that honest indignation which a bond side American would have done. On being 
asked what were the contents of his hold, he eaid he did not know, having been put on board on 
the point of sailing, 

On removing the hatches a slave-deck was found laid, with water, farina, firewood, and all the 
requisites for the shipment of slaves. 

A number of Brazilian seamen now made their appearance, who had been conccaled in the 
slave-deck. 

Captain Hastings (having entered the circumstances in the vessel's log) returned on board the 
“Cyclops,” leaving me in charge. The Brazilian cabin passengers now questioned me as to what 
Captain Hastings would do with them ; and on my telling them that they would be sont with the 
barque to the United Statcs, they consulted a short time with the American master, and then 
frankly avowed to me that the vessel was Brazilian, and stated that the papers just presented were 
not the true ones. 

I now referred them to Captain Hastings, and accompanied the Brazilian (who stated he was 
the slave Se ee board the “Cyclops,” to whom he delivered up the “Pilot” as Brazilian, 
and presented a Brazilian ensign. : 

(Signed) RODERICK DEW, Lieutenant. 
Her Majesty's ship “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 9, 1850. 
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No. 201. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, May 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to request you will lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of a letter and documents which I 
have received from the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
ship “‘ Cyclops,” reporting to me the particulars of the capture of the American 
brigantine “Excellent,” by the United States’ corvette “John Adams,’ 
“Cyclops” in company. p : 

It is exceedingly pleasing to me to find a co-operation between the cruizers 
of the United States’ squadron and our own, re-established on the South Ooast 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade. I anticipate the best results from it. I 
hope it may be continued, as I think it will tend to smooth the difficult position 
of the officers commanding our cruizers, which had been latterly so much 
increased; and I trust the cordial and good feeling which appears to exist 
between Captain Hastings and Commander Powell, of the “‘ John Adams,” will 
be as satisfactory to their Lordships as it is to myself. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 201. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 26, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your information the particulars attending the capture of 
the American brigantine “ Ezcellent,” of New Orleans, of fifty-seven tons measurement, by the 
boats of the United States’ corvette “John Adams,” Commander Levin M. Powell, off Ambriz, on 
the 28rd instant, in consequence of her being fully equipped for the Slave Trade. 

I would refer you to the inclosures to this letter. 

You will observe in Commander Powell’s letter, that the papers of the “2 zcellent” were 
defective, and that several important ones were absent altogether. 

From having observed boats continually plying between the “ Excellent” and the shore, from 
the moment of her anchoring until that of ie seizure (six hours), I am of opinion that she brought 
over to this coast a regular Brazilian crew, who were landed prior to her detention ; also that like 
all the vessels similarly equipped, who have recently visited this coast, she will eventually prove to 
be the property of a Brazilian, he employing the American master, mate, and two seamen who were 
found on nee her, at exorbitant wages, to afford his property a nationality it had no claim to, 0 
as to evade search or capture by a British cruizer. 

The presence of a United States’ vessel of war on this coast, to be engaged in co-operation with 
our cruizers, will, if continued, effectually put a stop to this fraudnlent practice. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 201. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commander Powell. 


Sir. “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 23, 1850. 

I DO myself the honour to bring under your notice, officially, the following statement. 

At 6 a.m. this morning a sail was observed in the offing, and the “John Adams” was seen to 
weigh about the same time, and stand off the land; the vessel was watched from Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship under my command, who was at anchor off Ambriz, and at about 8 a.m. the stranger 
came to an anchor close in shore of us. 

The “John Adams” being by this time well in the offing, the stranger displayed at her main the 
American ensign. 

Thinking her snspicious from her light draught of water and polacca rig, unusual with American 
vessels, I directed the senior lieutenant of the “Cyclops,” who was proceeding to board an English 
schooner at anchor near the stranger, to have a nearer inspection of the vessel, but not board her, a 
United States’ cruizer being in sight. 

At 10 a.m. the “John Adams” was observed to be standing in towards the land, and the stranger 
then hauled down thé American colours. On the Senior Lieutenant of this ship, returning on board, he 
reported to me that he considered the vessel exceedingly suspicious from her being so very light 
and her rig unusual, 

Cuass A. 2P 
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At 1 p.m. the “John Adams” passed close to the “Cyclops,” and I then communicated my sus- 
picions of the vessel to you, and you kindly offered to take an officer from this ship, to visit the 
stranger in company with yourself ; on your boarding her, the American ensign was observed by us 
to be again displayed by the stranger. i ; 

On the officer who accompanied you returning, I learnt from his report that you had taken 
possession of the vessel as a lawful prize, found fully fitted for the Slave Trade, the master having 
presented you with informal American papers, and that there were only four persons composing the 
crew, without any manifest of cargo or log- . as , 

I am of opinion that this vessel must have brought over a party of Brazilians, nominally passen- 

ers, but who acted as crew, and that they went on shore previous to your reaching her, as we observed 
Boats communicating with the shore. 
- ‘The result of this capture, I trust, will enable you to trace the parties in the Brazile who have 
been for such a length of time trading with informal American papers, and using fraudulently the 
American flag for their protection, while carrying on illegal commerce. 

As it will be my duty to acquaint the British Commander-in-chief of the service and co-operation 
which it pleased me much to be enabled to afford you, I would respectfully ask, if not contrary to 
form, for a report of the capture of the said vessel, or other information attending it, for his perusal. 

I avail myself, in conclusion, of this opportunity to assure you with what pride and pleasure I 
view our respective flags so cordially co-operating in the ed ee of the nefarious Traffic in Slaves. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captem. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 201. 


Commander Powell to the Hon. G. F, Hastings. 


Sir, “ John Adams,” off Ambriz, April 25, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd, in which you take 
the trouble to bring under your (my) notice officially the following statement, relating to a suspicious 
vessel which passed you, and which showed for a time American colours. I owe you many thanks for 
this valuable document, and so soon as I get my official report of the seizure of the “Hzcellent,” 
T shall take great pleasure in communicating for your use and information the substance of it. 

T am, &e. 
(Signed) L. M. POWELL, Commander. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 201. 


Captain the Hon. G. F, Hastings to Commander Powell. 


Sir, Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 26, 1850. - 

I HEREWITH transmit you a statement made by a seaman under my command, affecting the 
character of the master and mate of the slave-equipped American brigantine “ Hxcellent,” of New 
Orleans, seized by you on the 23rd instant, who it appears came over to this coast last November, with 
aslave vessel aimilarly circumstanced to the “Aacellent.” 1 also can declare it as my conviction 
that this master of the “Hzcellent” was in command of the brigantine “Casco” in November last. 

From the permission you kindly granted to us to visit and inspect the “ Hacellent,” I think it 
only due to you to state that, in the opinion of the officers who have visited her, she is fully equipped 
for the Slave Trade, as much as any Brazilian slave-vessel which has been captured on this coast, 
and I am fully persuaded, if you had not detained the “ Hxcellent” on the day you seized her, thata 
cargo of human souls, principally women and children, would have been shipped on board of her. 

’ Further, in all the captures recently made by the British cruizers, no slave irons have been 
found on board, and that they are articles, we are given to understand, seldom used by the slave 
captains now. 

Tam, &e. 
(Sgned) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





TInclosure 5 in No. 210. 
Declaration of James White. 


I, JAMES WHITE, ordinary seaman of Her Britannic Majesty's steam-ship “Cyclops,” do 
declare, that whilst on board the Daited States’ sloop of war “John Adams,” at anchor off Ambriz, 
I recognized, on board the said ship, two men who I remember, in the month of last November, 
peared as master and mate of the American slave-equipped brigantine “ Casco,” when she was 
boarded by a boat of the “Cyclops,” of which I was coxswain, in that month; and further, I now 
learn that the said persons appear as master and mate of the American slave-equipped brigantine 
“ Excellent,” of New Orleans. I am ready to make oath to the truth of this statement. 3 
Signed in the presence, or his mark made before, the Captain and Senior Lieutenant of Her’ 
Britannic Majesty's steam-ship “ Cyclops,” this 25th April, 21850. 
hi 


is 
(Signed) JAMES > WHITE, 
mark. 
GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 
HENRY DE LISLE, Senior Leeutenant. 


a 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 201. 
Commander Powell to Captain the Hon. G. FE. Hastings. 


Sir, “ John Adams,” off Ambriz, April 26, 1850. 

TN compliance with your desire expressed in your favour of the 23rd, I proceed to extract 
from my official report to the Honourable the Secretary of the Navy of the United States, touching 
the capture of the brigantine “ Zucellent,” of New Orleans, such portions as may interest you, for 
the information of the British Commander-in-chief. 

Your statement, so politely furnished me, I adopt as my own up to the period of my verbal 
message to you, that I would be happy to take a boat and officer from your ship with me, to visit 
the stranger, should she preve to be other than American ; and the pleasure with which I received 
hin, and the judicious manner in which he bore bis part, I have already made known to you. 

After I stood in, on nearing the brigantine, my ship hoisted her colours, and with two of my 
boats, accompanied by yours, I started for the brigantine, whilst the “Jobn Adams” plied off and 
on, I the stranger, and requested bim to hoist his colours; he pointed to the American 
flag lying close by, and ordered it to be hoisted. After confirming the character of the vessel, 
I invited Lieutenant Hodgkinson of “Cyclops” on board (who with great delicacy and propriety 
had hitherto kept aloof), and who in the subsequent examination afforded me important information 
respecting the lading and equipments of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade. 

He remained with me until recalled by your signal, when I had brought the brigantine to the 
“John Adams.” 

The papers of the vessel were defective in each case, besides several important papers being 
absent altogether ; this, together with the slave equipment, will, I am sure, justify my seizure 
before the Goverament of the United States ; its real validity can only be settled before the Courts, 
but I think I have nothing to fear in the result. 

With high regard, and a full appreciation of your friendly co-operation in a good cause, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) L. M. POWELL, Commander. 


(Extract.) 


“Tt is with great satisfaction that I inform you of the friendly, prompt, and zealous co-operation 
of the senior officer of Her Britannic Majesty's Naval Forces on this part of the coast, Captain the 
Honourable G. F. Hastings, commanding ‘Cyclops.’ He overtook my boats some days since, far 
from the ship in chase, and after giving them a tow up to the stranger, brought them back to me 
with great eivility, saving them a pull of fifteen miles. 

“ He gave me the first information of the ‘ Zzcellent, and at my request (desirous of rendermg 
our co-operation useful to him in return) sent a boat under a judicious officer, which I took in tow, 
to be in readiness to overhaul the suspicious stranger, in the event of her not being of American 
nationality ; the officer remained in his boat, under his own flag, until I invited him on board the 
‘Excellent,’ after scrutiny. I was enabled to avail myself of his experience as to the equipment 
of alaves on this coast.” 





Inclosure 7 in No. 201. 
Lieutenant Hodgkinson to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “Oyclops,” Ambriz, April 23, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that I proceeded on board the American corvette “John 
Adams,” to co-operate in the bearding of an American schooner anchored in Ambriz. The boat 
under my command having been taken in tow, Captain Powell asked if I had any objection to the 
ensign being hauled down; and as I did not wish .to throw any difliculty in the way of the true 
nationality of the vessel being discovered, I at once acceded to his proposal. 

On the corvette heaving-to, two boats, one containing Captain Powell, and the other the 
master of the “John Adams,” together with the eutter of the “Cyclops,” left to board the stranger, 
neither of the boats displaying their ensigns. 

On the boats coming alongside the schooner, Captain Powell boarded with the boats of the 
“ Jobn Adams,” I having previously agreed to lay otf on my oars, displaying the British ensign 
immediately the American boats boarded the vessel. 

After a lapse of a few minutes, the American ensign was hoisted on board the stranger by the 
men of the “John Adams,” and I was called on board ; Captain Powell showed me the register of 
the vessel, which he told me was informal, as it wanted the signature of an officer, whom he styled 
the collector, that she had no manifest or log-book. 

The hatches were them opened, and on removing some small casks and firewood, a deck was 
discovered laid, and a large builer on it. 

The vessel was then weighed in charge of the American officers, and detained for further 
search ; on the papers, as captain, the name of Bruce McKenny appeared, who held, I believe, the 
same position on board the “ Casco.” Captain Powell having anchored the vessel, I returned on 
board. . 

Tn conclusion, I beg to state that Captam' Powell expressed himself much gratified with our 
co-operation im the matter, as well as perfectly satisfied with everything that had passed regarding 
the co-operation of the British officers and men employed on this occasion. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) AUSTIN B. HODGKINSON, Lieutenant. 


ER TCE 


2P2 


292 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


No. 202. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received July 15.) 


“ Centaur,” Ascension, May 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to request you will do me the honour to lay before the 
Lords of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of documents which have been trans- 
mitted to me by Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops,” the senior 
officer of the division of Her Majesty’s ships on the South Coast. 

They are communications which have passed between Captain Hastings and 
the commander of the United States’ corvette ‘John Adams,” arising out of 
complaints which had been made to the latter officer, on his arrival on the South 
Coast, of irregularities in the proceedings of our cruizers of that division, in 
visiting American vessels, and also with regard to the seizure of the ‘‘ Navarre” 
by the “ Firefly ;” and I beg you will be pleased to state to their Lordships that 
I have deemed it desirable to put them in possession at once of the whole of 
these papers, considering that the recent capture by our cruizers of so many 
vessels which had fraudulently assumed the character of Americans, coupled with 
the paragraph which I have since read in the Message of the President of the 
United States to Congress, on the subject of the African Slave Trade, may excite 
particular attention, although, from the friendly and courteous manner in which 
Commander Powell has received and acknowledged the explanations which 
Captain Hastings was able to offer him, and those which I shall be prepared to 
make to Commodore Gregory, if referred to, I do not anticipate any further 
representation in the matter. 

My orders relative to the visit of American vessels are very stringent, based 
upon the instructions furnished for our guidance, and are given verbally, as well 
as in writing, to every Captain and Commander on joining me for the first time; 
and I am happy to say that these are the first occasions of my receiving any 
complaints on the subject (except the case of the “ Contest” and “ Bridgton,” 
reported in my letter of the 6th instant), and I would only remark that in both 
cases referred to Captain Hastings by Commander Powell, the visits, viz., of the 
‘Catherine’? by the “Centaur’s” barge, and of the “ Louisa Beaton” by the 
“ Flying Fish’s” boats, took place after dark, when no colours could be seen or 
vessel recognized, and also were primary cases of visit. I would frankly acknow- 
ledge that I am apprehensive the legal American trader may have been subjected 
to some little annoyance, notwithstanding our great desire to avoid it, arising out 
of the extensive abuse of the American flag, and the sale of their vessels on the 
coast, covering the Slave Traffic to the last moment; which has caused a well- 
grounded suspicion in the minds of our officers, that the vessel did not belong to 
the nation which her colours indicated. 

The Commander of the “John Adams,” with proper zeal, desirous to 
execite his instructions, and give all the support in his power to the flag of his 
country, has evinced his readiness to hear any complaint on the subject, on his 
first arrival on the South Coast ; and the mortification and soreness felt by the 
slave-dealers of Loanda and Ambriz, at the recent exposures by our captures, 
has produced an equal or greater readiness on their part to proffer accusations. 
to him against our proceedings. The frankness with which he has admitted, in 
his letter to Captain Hastings of the 10th April, after he had conferred with his 
brother officer, Lieutenant Foote, of the “Perry,” that his (Lieutenant Foote’s) 
report, strengthened Captain Hastings’ explanation, confirms me in this opinion ; 
and also induces the belief that, with such manifestation of good feeling, the 
future co-operation of those officers for the suppression of the African Slave 
Trade will be conducted in a cordial manner, and be satisfactory to their respec- 
tive Governments. 

I purpose, by the first opportunity that I can command, communicating with 
Captain Hastings on this subject. 


Sir, 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 202. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Qyclops,” off Ambriz, April 17, 1850. 

YOU will observe amongst the incloaures to the letter of the Commander of the “John 
Adams” to me, of the 8th instant, and which I transmit by this opportunity, a copy of an affidavit 
made before him by the late mate of the Brazilian barque “ Navarre,” Hiram C. Raymon, seized 
by Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Firefly,” Commander Tudor, off Ambriz, on the 19th March last, 
who now affirms himself to be an American, and that the “ Navarre” was American property. 

As Commander Tudor has left the station, I am unable to call upon him for an explanation ; 
but as I was present when the “ Navarre” was in company, although not at the seizure, I would 
beg leave to state the facts of the case as they were brought under my notice. 

I reached the “Firefly” a few hours after the capture of the “ Nocarve” and understood both 
from Commander Tudor and his officers, that the “ Navarre” was Brazilian vessel, fully equipped 
for the Slave Trade ; her late crew were then on board the “Firefly,” for the purpose of bein; 
landed ; but as the service on which I had to detach that vessel was immediate to Loanda, 
directed Commander Tudor to retain the prisoners on board, instead of waiting to land them at 
Ambriz in the morning, as it was probable that the authorities at Loanda would have no objection 
to them being disembarked there. 

It so happened that the “ Firefly,” on reaching Loanda, with the prisonera, met the United 
States’ brig oF war “Perry,” when such of the “.Vavarre's” crew as claimed to be American 
citizens, were transferred to her, and I would remark that the mate did not then declare himself to 
be an American citizen, nor make any affidavit at that time touching this capture, although the 
vessels were in company for two days, but waits some three weeks after, when on the arrival of the 
“John Adams,” he ascertains that the American officers are instituting an inquiry into the captures 
alluded to, he comes off from the shore, and after stating himself to be an American, makes the 


affidavit therein inclosed, and I fear the man, after making this very grave charge, as well as being | 


engaged in the Slave Trade, has been permitted to re-land, 

n perusing the affidavit, you will perceive that Raymon is unable, or does not state, who the 
American owners of the “ Navarre” are, in order to substantiate her alleged American nationality, 
and further, that although chief mate of the vessel, he seems to be quite unaware of the illegal 
fitments found in her hold. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





{nclosure 2 in No. 202. 


Commander Powell to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “John Adams,” off Ambriz, April 8, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a paper (marked A), being a statement of Captain Stodder, of 
the American barque “Catherine,” made to Lieutenant Pegram of this ship, ou the 2nd instant, 
with a fall assurance that the submission of the samo will elicit a satisfactory explanation. 

Also statement (marked B), being the certificate of Braddick Chester, mate of the American 
brig “ Louisa Beaton,” in reference to the boarding of that brig by Her Majesty's cruizer “ Flying 
Fish,” about the 28th of last March, off Congo River, which certificate is confirmed by Mr. Jos. 
Bailey, master of the “ Louisa Beaton.” 

Also, the affidavit of Hiram C. Raymon, late master of the barque “ Navarre” (marked C), 
to all of which I refer in my letter of yesterday. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) L. M. POWELL, 
Commander, United States' Navy. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 202. 
(A.)—Declaration of Lieutenant Pegram. 


April 2, 1850.—BOARDED the American barque “Catherine of Sal m,” Captain Stodder, two 
days out from Ambriz. 

Captain Stodder states that about a fortnight ago, the barque “ Navarre,” of Philadelphia, was 
caplurs) at Ambriz by the “ Firefly.” The English commander boarded the “ Navarre,” and threa- 
tened her captain that he would lift his hatches, and search the hold for evidences of his boing 
engaged in Slave Trade. Finally, he told the captain that if he persisted in keeping American 
colours up, he would capture him, and deliver his vessel and crew to the American commodore, who 
would send him to the United States, to stand his trial for piracy. Intimidated by his manner, the 
captain hauled down his American colours, said the vessel was not American, and hoisted the 
Brazilian flag. On this, she was taken possession of by the British commander. The “ Navarre” 
had a slave-deck laid. Her captain is now at Loanda. Captain Stodder stated that he had been 
much annoyed himself by English cruizers firing shot at him, and capes him to heave-to. 
Among others, he was chased by the launch of the “Centaur,” which fired shot at him, aud after- 
wards rockets at his sails, for the purpose, as he believes, of crippling him. He had been Sele A 
hove-to by shot fired from vessels which knew him perfectly for an American, and fair trader. He 
says he could not move about the coast without being harassed in this way. 
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A vessel that had been lying by his in the morning, and whose officers perhaps had then made 

femurs of him, would fire at him when under weigh in the afternoon, under pretence of not 

nowing who he was. Captain Stodder thinks it highly important that our cruizers should be kept 
on this part of the coast, to protect our legal commerce from interferences which are not only 
vexatious in themselves, but frequently attended with serious loss of time, aad sometimes jeopar- 
dizing the object of the voyage. 
(Signed) R. B. PEGRAM, 

Lieutenant, United States’ Nang. 

Witness present : 
(Signed) J. Beatz, Surgeon, United States’ Navy. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 202. 
(B.)—Declaration of Mr. Chester. 


I, BRADDICK CHESTER, mate of the American brig “ Lowisa Beaton,” do hereby certify 
that I tovk off the main-hatch, by order of the master, Joseph Bailey, and thereupon the boarding- 
officer from the British man-of-war “ Flying Fish” did, with some of his people, enter the hold, with 
lights in a lantern, and after examination proceeded to the fore-hold, the hatches of which were 
lifted, and the same parties entered, and examined the said fore-hold. We had 150 kegs of gun- 
powder in the fore-hold, and no one had ever entered it with a light, nor did any of our people 
descend into either hold during either the search or examination. 

(Signed) BRADDICK CHESTER. 
Witness: 
(Signed) C. C. Powext. 


Off Ambriz, April 8, 1850. 


I confirm the above statement in all respects, and further add, that a lady-passenger was terrified 
by the accidental explosion of a pistol-cap, as the boarding ey iaaped on board at night, she 
thinking it a gun discharged ; and hereunto set my hand. This toak place about 9 p.m, on or 


about the 28th March last. 
(Signed) JOSEPH BAILEY. 





Inclosure 5 in No 202. 
(C.)—Deposition of H. C. Raymon. 


United States’ ship “ John Adams,” off Ambriz, West Coast of Africa. 


PERSONALLY appeared before me, Commander Powell, of the United States’ ship “ John 
Adams,” on the 8th April, 1850, Hiram C. Raymon, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith :— 

That he was born in the State of Massachusetts, and follows the sea; and being in Rio de 
Janeiro, was recommended to Captain Clark, who wanted a mate; agreed with said Captain Clark 
to sail as mate of the barque “ Navarre,” then commanded by the said Clark ; 

‘Agreed to serve with said Clark, in said barque “ Navarre,” for nine mouths, according to the 
terms and conditions set forth in the shipping articles, preserved by him, and now produced ; which 
said articles were signed and certified in due form in the office of the United States’ Consul at Bio 
de Janeiro, in presence of the said Consul Kent, the whole being done by him, and to the best of 
his knowledge and belief, by all the parties, in good faith; and further, that the shipping articles 
now produced as aforesaid, is a good and lawful document in all respects. 

he deponent further saith, that the barque “ Navarre” sailed on the 1st day of January, 1850, 
on a voyage to St. Catherine, for a freight that Captain Clark negotiated for several days with the 
master of the American ship “ Oceanus,’ of Boston, then at St. Catherine, recently damaged on her 
voyage to California, as to terms on which said Clark would take the cargo of said “Oceana” on 
freight to California; that the amount offered, to wit, 10,000 dollars, was not deemed sutfticient ; 
and that thereon said Clark announced his intention to sail for the coast of Africa, with the view to 
the sale of his vessel, said “ Navarre,” if a purchaser on his terms should be found: and deponent 
further saith: 

That the papers of said “Navarre,” to wit, the register, shipping articles, &c., were in all 
respects true and lawful papers; that said vessel had been engaged in trade between Philadelphia 
cod Paria aibave; several voyages, and that when she sailed from Rio, with deponent on board, the 
papers as aforesaid were delivered to the said master, Clark, in the office of the United States’ 
Consul for said city. 

And the deponent further saith, that he served in the capacity of mate to said Captain Clark, 
the master of said “Navarre,” up to the period of the capture of said barque, off the town of Ambriz, 
on or about the 21st day of March, 1850, by the British steamer “Firefly,” and that he so served, 
so far as he was concerned, in the belief that he was thus far engaged in a true and lawful commerce. 
But the deponent further saith, that the lading of the vessel was confined to water in casks, which 
the master said was for ballast, and to other articles known on the coast as farinha ; that there were 
sundry Brazilians on board, who laboured in the common duties of the vessel, but who are not 
entered on the aforesaid shipping articles, the which did excite his, the deponent’s, apprehension on 
the voyage, that the master, Clark, might thereby compromise the character of his vessel, and 
violate the laws of the United States passed for the prevention and suppression of the African Slave 
Trade. 

And the deponent further saith, that for the whole period included between his entry on board 
as mate, on the 27th of December, and the capture of the barque “ Vacarre’ on the 21st of March, 

tho “ Firefly,” as aforesaid, he kept the log-book of the vessel, as the true and lawfal record 
thereof, according to law; that the original shipping articles, which sre produced as aforesaid, are 
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the true articles; further, that he has seen the ship’s papers, and that they were the trne and proper 
papers, to the best of his knowledge and belief; and that the rigs tee “ Navarre,” when first boarded 
and held in durance by the foreign officers and men, was in all respects, and in good faith, an 
American merchant trader of trne and Jawfal character. 

And the deponent further saith, that said papers were in the hands of the foreign officer and 
officers at two several times; that he knoweth not what disposition was made of them, but he 
believes they were destroyed by, or suffered to be destroyed in the presence of said officers, under 
threat of delivery of said ship and people to the American authorities, to be tried for alleged viola- 
tion of the laws of the United States, in terms and words, to wit: “ Well, captain, you had better 
let me take you; for if I deliver you up to the American authorities, you know how they will deal 
with you ;” that the said master, Clark, seemed to be intimidated, and ordered to be hauled down 
the American flag; and that the said Clark further ordered him, the deponent, to hoist a Brazilian 
ensign ; and the captain of the “ Firefly” ordered his people to take charge of the vessel, and to 
open her hatches. Thereupon the barque was seized by the officers of said British steamer “ Firefly,” 
and the people found on barque suffered to go at large. And further the deponent saith not. 

(Signed) HIRAM C. RAYMON. 


Sworn to, and signed, before me, the said Leven M. Powell, 8th April, 1850. 
(Signed) 1. M POWELL, Commander. 
(Signed) E. C. DORAN, Purser, United States’ Navy. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 202. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commander Powell. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 9, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, with its 
inclosures A., B., and C. 

The statement marked B, being an affidavit of the state of the American brigantine “ Louisa 
Beaton,” certified by her master, with reference to the illegal search made by an officer of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s ship “Flying Fish,” on boarding the “ Louisa Beaton” off Cabenda on the 
28th March last. As I expect the daily arrival of the “Flying Fish,” I would desire to wait the 
Commander's arrival before replying to the mate's affidavit, and will call upon the Commander for 
his report of the circumstances attending the boarding of the “ Louisa Beaton,” and I trust that I may 
be enabled to give you a satisfactory explanation, 

The affidavit (marked C) of Hiram C. Raymon, late mate of the Brazilian barque “ Vavarre.” I 
regret that the departure of Her Majesty's ship “ Firefly” for England will prevent me from calling 
on her Commander for an immediate explanation of the circumstance, but I will transmit the 
document to the British Commander-in-chief, who, I have no doubt, will take the necessary step for 
the arrangement of this matter, but I would respectfully request that the party complaining, as well 
as the late master of the “ Navarre” (who is stated to be at present at Loanda) might be forthcoming 
to prove the assertions made in the affidavit. It does appear extraordinary, that on the party who 
made this affidavit, being conveyed to Loanda in the “ Firefly,” after the capture of the “ Navarre” 
and there met with, and I heard transferred to the United States’ brig “Perry,” did not, whilst the 
Commander of the “ Firefly” was present, make the affidavit to the Commander of the “Perry” in 
order that the truth might be elicited then and there, and inquiry made into the whole circumstances 
attending the capture of that vessel, the parties being present ; I therefore must doubt the truth of 
the mate’s statement until further proof. I observe throughout the affidavit, the mate makes no 
mention of any American citizen being the owner of the “ Navarre,” uor that on the occasion of her 
capture being fully equipped for the Slave Trade. : 

With reference to the complaint made by Captain Stodder, of the American barque “ Catherine,” 
to Lieutenant Pegram of the “John Adams,” relative in the first place to the supposed conduct of 
the Commander of Her Majesty's ship “ Firefly,” on board the barque “ Navarre” off Ambriz, I beg 
to state that at the period of the barque’s capture by that sloop, the “Catherine” was at anchor in 
Loanda, therefore Captain Stodder’s statement could only be made from hearsay of that otlicer’s 
proceedings on the occasion in question. 

From the constant changing of the nationality of vessels on this coast, it became absolutely 
necessary for us to visit every vessel that was sighted, and on all occasions. I have no recollection 
of any shot having been fired by any of the cruizers at the ‘‘ Catherine,” except when a blank 
eartridge was fired from a musket on our first visiting the said barque at night, not having seen her 
before, when the master would not heave too witha fresh breeze, and he was then exceedingly 
uncivil to the boarding officer. I have frequently met the “Catherine” since, but never boarded her. 

With respect to the complaint of Captain Stodder against the “Centaur’s” barge, I am for- 
tunately acquainted with the whole circumstance, and will therefore relate it for your information. 
The “Centaur’s” barge, whilst cruizing off tho Mazulas between the hours of 7 and 10 p.m.,—I am 
not certain as to the correct time,—but it was after dark, a vessel was observed by the officer in 
charge of the barge running along the land. Chase was given, and although the vesscl must have 
seen the boat, every means scemed to he used to escape the visit ; after some pulling a blank cartridgo 
was fired from the 6-pound brass gun in the bow ; ike vessel took no notice of the same, and after a 
little time a rocket, but the officer declared to me that it was pointed quite clear of the masts and 
sails ; this had the desired effect, the barque hove to, and on boarding the officer learnt that the 
vessel was the American barque “Catherine” from Loanda ; the Captain was exceedingly uncivil, 
and on the officer observing that he might have allowed his boat to come alongside before and not 
used means to prevent her, the Captain replied that he never hove too for a launch, and the mate, 
who was present, observed, that whoever stated that measures were used to prevent the boat reach- 
ing the barque, was a bloody liar. These are the facts of the case, and on Commodore Fanshawe 
hearing the occurrence, he requested me to mention the matter to the Commander of the “ Perry.” 
The “ Catherine” met this United States’ man-of-war off Ambriz the day after the “Centaur's” barge 
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boarded her, but I did not learn that any complaint had been preferred by Captain Stodder on the 
subject previous to your letter, although the “Centaur” was at anchor in the roadstead at Ambris, 
while the “ Catherine” and “ Perry” were together there. 

The officer in charge of the “Centaur’s” boat had never met or boarded the the “ Catherine” 
before, and wus not aware until he reached her that she was an American vessel. _ 

I trust these explanations, until other letters can be forwarded to you, will be deemed 


eatisfactory. 
2, I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 202. 


Commander Powell to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “John Adams,” off Ambriz, April 10, 1850. 

HEREWITH I have the hononr to inclose a report made to me by Lieutenant Foote, of the 
United States’ brig “ Perry,” touching the matters which refer to him contained in your letter of the 
9th instant, addressed to me. 

I do this with the more pleasure, inasmuch as it strengthens the force of the explanation so 
promptly rendered by you on the subject of complaint submitted to your consideration by me, and 
as a manifestation of my sincere desire to arrive at truth, without pausing to consider whose 
interests may be affected. Should any testimony of a more favourable nature, bearing upon the 
game question lately mooted, fall into my hands, be assured that it will afford real pleasure to be 
able to convey information to you. 

I take this occasion to make a more formal acknowledgement of the receipt of your letter of 
the Sth instant, snd at the same time of yours of the 9th April, 1850, and to express to you my 
sense of the prompt and friendly manner with which you have met my call for information. 
Perhaps I should also have replied more definitively to the question put on several conferences to 
me: “ What are Her Majesty's officers to do, if in the effort to effect the common object specified in 
the VIIIth Article of the Treaty of Washington, they cannot look behind the flag and papers of any 
vessel claiming to be American in order to specify her nationality ?” 

I am at liberty to give but one answer, and that admits of no mistake. The United States 
recognize no right of visit or search of the vessels wearing the flag of the United States for any 
purposes by a foreign officer on the high seas. 

Whenever this right is disregarded and the visit made, it is at the peril and on the responsibility 
of the party scling. 

Pardon me, Sir, for this short rejoinder to your arguments ; it struck me as being due to 
frankness. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) L. M. POWELL, 
Commander, United States’ Navy. 





Tnclosure 8 in No. 202. 
Lieutenant Foote to Commander Powell. 


‘Sir, United States’ brig “ Perry,” off Ambriz, April 10, 1850. 

YOUR letter of the 9th instant, inclosing a communication addressed to you from Captain 
Hastings, of Her Majesty's ship “Cyclops,” wherein I am mentioned in connexion with the 
““ Navarre” and the “ Catherine,” with your directions to report on the same, has been received. 

In relation to the “Navarre,” her captain and mate went on shore on the arrival of Her 
Majesty's steamer “ cba ae Loanda, and did not at any time come on board the “ Perry,” although 
I requested Captain Stodder of the barque “Catherine” to inform the captain of the “ Navarre” that 
if he had any complaint to make, if he would come on board I would attend to it while the “ Firefly” 
was present. There were six American seamen on board the “Navarre” when captured, who I 
received on board this ship at their request, as they stated that they had been deceived as to the 
report of their voyage, and wished to be conveyed to Commodore Gregory, commanding the station, 
‘but on reconsideration they applied to go on shore, and having no evidence of any breach of the 
laws of the United States which would authorize their detention, five of them were permitted to 
leave the vessel, and one was at his own request yesterday sent on board the “John Adams” under 
your command. In relation to the “Centaur’s’ launch boarding the “Catherine,” no complaint 
was preferred to me by Captain Stodder, her commander. Being under weigh on the arrival of the 
“ Catherine” at Ambriz, I had no communication with her except to send the letter-bag on board by 
my clerk, who, on his return, reported that Captain Stodder or the mate had sportively remarked 
the “ Cyclops” had again fired at him, and when the boat came alongside, he had told the officer to 
tell his captain he had better keep his potatoes to himself. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. FOOTE, Lieutenant Commanding. 
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Inclosure 9 in No. 202. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commander Ponell. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 11, 1850. 

I HAVE the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, with an 
inclosure from Lieutenant Foote, of the United States’ brig “Perry,” and it affords me extreme 
 epat to observe that the explanations which I tendered you in my letter of the 9th instant 

ave been strengthened by that officer’s report. With reference to the latter part of Lieutenant 
Foote’s letter, in which he states that Captain Stodder of the “ Catherine,” sportively remarked that 
the Cyclops had ayain fired at him ; and when the boat came alongside, he told the officer to tell 
the captain that he had better keep his potatoes to himself.” I would observe that Captain 
Stodder has made a false accusation relative to our proceedings ; the “Cyclops” did not sight the 
“Catherine” on passage from Loanda to Ambriz, where she met with the “Perry,” and you will 
remember that on Lieutenant Pegram of the “John Adams” boarding the “ Catherine” two days 
after, no complaint was made the captain against the “Cyclops,” but one relating to the 
“Centaur's’ barge. I therefore deny, most emphatically, ever having fired at the “Catherine” 
except on one occasion, when she first came to the coast three mouths since, with a fresh breeze 
blowing, for the purpose of bringing her to, never having seen her before, and then a blank musket 
cartridge was fired to eastward. 

With regard to the latter part of your letter, in which you state it as your spain “ that 
foreign officers have no right to look behind the flag and papers of any vessel claiming to be 
American, in order to verify her nationality, and also that the United States will not recognize the 
right of visit or search of vessels wearing the flag of the United States, for any purpose, by any 
foreign officer on the high seas,” 

would answer that I am perfectly aware that the Treaty of Washington gives no right to 
our officers to visit or search an American vessel, but the Government of the United States are far 
from claiming that the flag of the Union should give immunity to those who have no right to wear 
it, and in my instructions I am acquainted that most assuredly Great Britain never will allow 
vessels of other nations to escape visit and examination by merely hoisting an United States’ flag, 

. or the flag of any other nation which has not granted to Great Britain the right of search. 
On this coast it is extremely diffioult to ascertain without visit the nationality of a vessel, for 


: to-day you pass a vessel displaying the American flag, and in your opinion a legal trader, but , 


to-morrow the same vessel when met, having embarked a cargo of uegroes in the interval, presents 
another nationality. Many Brazilian vessels have attempted to evade capture whilst chased by a 
British cruizer, by hoisting the American flag, but on observing no hope of escape, have displayed 
their true nationality. 
Tn conclusion, teks ihe liberty of transmitting an extract from the instructions under which 
I am acting, in the event of any of our cruizers meeting vessels, who, from intelligence I may have 
received, or from these mancuvres, or other sufficient cause, 1 may have reason to believe that they 
do not belong to the nation indicated by these colours. To these instructions I have implicitly (as 
well as every one of my brother officers) in our intercourse with, or visit to foreign vessels, whose 
nations do not give the right of search to Great Britain, attended to, and it is our duty, until 
receiving farther instructions, to be guided on all future occasions by those commands. In the 
event of a United States’ cruizer being in company, and joining with our cruizer in the chase of a 
suspected vessel, who may on our pursuing her display the flag of the Union, but afterwards hoist 
’ Brazilian colours, it will be my desire as well as my duty to give way to the American cruizer in 
paying the first visit to the suspected vessel ; but of course you will bear in mind that the United 
tates has no treaty granting the right of search with Brazil. You cannot therefore visit a Brazilian 
vessel, the American flag having only been used by the chase to evade the pursuit of the British 





cruizer. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 
Inclosure 10 in No. 202. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commander Powell. 
Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 18, 1850. 


YOUR letter of the Sth instant, forwarding an affidavit made before you (marked A) by 
Braddick Chester, mate of the American brigantine “Zouisa Beaton,” relative to the inspection of 
that vessel’s holds, by an officer of Her Majesty's ship “Flying Fish,” on the 28th of March last, 
off Cabenda, I acquaint you, that having met the “ Flying Fish” this day, and placed the subject 
before her Commander, he has forwarded me his reply, a copy of which (marked No. 1) I transmit, 
for your information, 

Whilst Wing at Ambriz in Her Majesty's ship under my command, on the 8th instant, the ship 
you command being in company, the “ Louisa Beaton” arrived at that anchorage, and ascertaining that 
some cabin supplies could be procured from that vessel, several of the officers of this ship visited 

- her, for the purpose of purchasing a few articles, the master of the said vessel being, I believe, on 
~ board the ship you command, at the same time making the complaint you forwarded to me, relative 
to the charge affecting an officer of the “ Flying Fish.” 

It so happened that two of the officers of the “Cyclops” entered into conversation with the 
lady passenger, who, it appears, is the master's wife, and in course of conversation, without any 
solicitation on their part, she related the particulars of the occurrence before mentioned, and on 
their return to the “ Cyclops,” having heard the charge made by Mr. Bailey, the husband of the 
lady, they handed me a statement, of which the inclosed (marked No, 2) is a copy. 

Cass A. 2Q 
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I would further observe that the boarding of the “ Zouwisa Beaton” by the “ Flying Fish” took 
place, or said to have taken place on the 28th of March, between which date and the Sth instant 
she was boarded by Her Majesty's ships “Gladiator” and “ Rattler,” also by the United States’ brig 
“Perry ;” and Iam informed by the respective officers commanding those vessels, for I made it my 
business to inquire of them, that no complaint to those officers on their boarding her, by the master 
of the “ Louisa Beaton,” against the act said to be committed by the officer of the “ Flying Fish,” 
on the date alluded to; and it does therefore appear to me that having heard that a correspondence 
was passing between us on the 8th iustant, having reference to the recent captures of Brazilian 
vessels, who attempted to evade the search of Her Britannic Majesty's cruizers, by displaying the 
American ensign, and prescuting frauduleut American papers, induced the party to come before you 
with an imaginary complaint of interference by a British officer with an American vesscl. 

The mate of the Brazilian barque “ Navarre's” affidavit, is also dated the same day, when the 
said mate had the opportunity, as I have previously stated to you in my letter of the 9th instant, 
the very day after the capture of his vessel, by presenting himself in the harbour of Loanda before 
the United States’ officer in command of the “ Perry” at the time the “Firefly” was present there, to 
make the atlidavit or complaint in question, but none was made at that period. 

I hope the explanation offered will be deemed satisfactory, and acquaint you that the whole of 
this correspondence which has passed between us, will be submitted by me to my Commander-in- 
chief, who, I have no doubt, will take an early opportunity of communicating with Commodore 
Gregory, Commanding the United States’ squadron on this orl ee subject. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. IIASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 11 im No. 202. 
(1) Commander Patey to Captain the Hon. G. F. LHastings. 


Sir, “ Flying Fish,” off Ambriz, April 18, 1850 

IN compliance with your directions, I have called upon the officer (Lieutenant Holmes), sent 
in charge of the boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Flying Fish,” under my command, which were sent 
to board a strange sail on the evening of the 21st March, and not the 28th, as your letter states, 
which proved to be the “ Louisa Beaton,” and herewith inclose the statement of Lieutenant Holmes, 
relating fully the particulars of his proceeding on board the said vessel. 

Being fully acquainted with the stringent orders requiring great caution to prevent giving 
ground of complaint, on boarding vessels displaying the colours of the United States of America, I 
have not failed to impress on the officers appointed to this duty, the necessity of strict adherence 
both to the letter and spirit of them. It being about 9 in the evening, and consequently dark, 
when the “ Louisa Beaton” was boarded, no colours were displayed on either vessel ; therefore the 
vessel was not known to be of the United States until boarded by Lieutenant Holmes, 

1 beg to add, in confirmation of Lieutenant Holmes’s letter, that on his returning to Her 
Majesty’s sloop under my command, and reporting to me his proceedings on board the “ Louisa 
Beaton,” it perfectly agreed with the statement he now makes in his letter, the truth of which is 
further confirmed by the report which you have inclosed to me from your ofticers, which it appears 
they received in the course of conversation with the wife of the master of the said vessel, some time 
after the occurrence complained of. I may further add, that I had no reaxon to imagine the master 
of the “Louisa Beaton” had any complaint to make as to the manner of Lieutenant Holmes's 
examination, as on the forenoon of the following day, the vessels being becalmed near each other, I 
gave permission to some of the officers of the “ Flying Fish” to go on board the said vessel, for the 
purpose of purchasing supplies for their messes, &c., which they were most readily supplied with ; 
and I am informed that the greatest good feeling existed between them ; neither did I receive from 
the master of the vessel any communication or complaint. relative to boarding his vessel by 
Lieutenant Holmes on the previous evening. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. EDWIN PATEY, Commander. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 202. 
Lieutenant Holmes to Commander Patey. 


Sir, “ Flying Fish,” off Ambriz, April 18, 1850. 
IN compliance with your directions, I beg to state the particulars of the boarding of the “ Loutsa 
Beaton” by the boats of this sloop under my command, on the night of the 21st March last, off 
Cabenda. On boarding, I examined the vessel’s papers, to ascertain her nationality ; but sceing on 
her deck sume large watcr-casks and plauks, I asked the master if he would permit me to Took 
into his hold, as several vessels had lately been captured, wearing the United States’ colours, but 
whose papers on examiuation were found to be false. He answered, that he was aware of the 
abuse of his flag, and that he in no way objected to satisfy me in respect to his cargo, and himself 
ordered the hatches to be taken off. I then entered the after-hold, a man with a lantern attending, 
but no part of the cargo was disturbed. The master then asked mo if I would like to examine his 
fore-hold, to which I assented ; when I descended, the mate (I think) pointed to some casks con- 
taining powder, but not until the lantern had been lowered into the hold. I should think that the 
examination lasted about fifteen minutes, after which I spent some time in conversation with the 
master, during which time, and in subsequent communications, he made no complaint of my pro- 
ceedings ; and I further beg to state, that tho vessel was not in any way detained. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) E, F. HOLMES, Lieutenant, 
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P.S.—I may be permitted to add, that my report is fully borne out by the statement of the 
master’s wife to the officers of the “Cyclops,” in which it will be perceived that no complaint 
was made at the time of the manner of my examination, 

E. E. H. 





Inclosure 13 in No. 202: 
(2) Declaration of Lieutenant Adair and Mr. Miall. 


“Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 8, 1850. 
WE, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that on this day we were present in the cabin of the. 
American brigantine “‘ Louisa Beaton,” and were informed by Mrs. Bailey, the captain’s wife, 
“that on the evening of the 28th of March last, the said vessel was suddenly boarded by a boat of 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Flying Fish,’ that after ascertaining her nationality, the boarding officer said 
to Mr. Bailey, ‘I dare say it is all right ; but what are you doing with all theso water-casks on 
deck? Have you any objection to letting me see your holds?’ Upon which my husband imme~ 
diately ordered the mate to open them ; and the boarding officer was so well pleased with their 
contents, that some of the officers of the ‘Flying Fish’ visited the ‘ Louisa Beaton’ the uext day, 

and made considerable purchases for their messes from her stock of sundries.” 
(Signed) H. ADAIR, Lieutenant, R.M. 
H. T. R. MIALL, Clerk. 





No. 203. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” Ascension, May 14, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter to you ofthis day’s date, transmitting com- 
munications which had passed between Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Cyclops,” and Commander Powell, of the United States’ corvette ‘John — 
Adams,” I have the honour to request you will be pleased also to place before 
their Lordships the inclosed copies of a correspondence which has taken place 
between Captain Hastings and Lieutenant Foote, of the United States’ brig 
“ Perry,” relating to the American vessel “ Louisa Beaton,” showing an addi- 
tional ground for the fair suspicion that the vessel was likely to be employed in 
the Slave Trade; and also evincing the friendly understanding which existed 
between these two officers, whilst serving together on the South Coast. 

I have, &c. 
‘Signed) A. FANSHAWE, Commodore. 





Inclosure | in No. 203. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 15, 1850. 

I TRANSMIT you a copy of a letter I addressed to Lieutenant Foote, commanding the 
United States’ brig “ Perry,” in reply to a verbal communication I received from that officer on the 
14th instant, relative to a report he had heard at Ambriz, respecting the American brigantine 
“Louisa Beaton” (that had been laying in company for several days with us) having shipped a 
cargo of negroes at that place on the 12th instant. 

I have stated in my letter to that officer the reason for my not boarding the “ Louisa Beaton” 
when she left Ambriz, as well as the doubts I have as to the shipments of Africans having taken 
place at present ; but should it so happen that this vessel has escaped with a cargo of slaves, there 
can be no doubt that the American master, who was the owner, had disposed of her to the slave- 
dealers before that shipment took place, and that if the vessel had been again boarded by the 
United States’ cruizer on leaving Naas that they would have found the nationality changed. 
From a desire of not giving offence to the United States’ cruizer, by boarding a vessel in her 
presence whose nationality had been declared to me by Commander Powell of the “John Adams,” 
or wishing any shadow Se soaplaint to be made for interfering with vessels hoisting the American 
flag, however suspicious, I did not board the “ Louisa Beaton,” although she remained near us for 
two days, with light winds, after leaving Ambriz, and from this cause it is likely that a Brazilian 
slaver has escaped capture ; if not a Brazilian, a vessel without colours or papers. If, therefore, 
the right to visit be denied the British cruizer, so as to procure proof in every instance of the 
vessel's nationality, the Brazilians will display the American flag, and the Slave Trade will be 
carried on under those colours, in the absence of a United ares ease with impunity. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





2Q2 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 203. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Lieutenant Foote. 
Sir, ‘ “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 15, 1850. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving the intelligence you kindly sent me yesterday morning by 
Lientenant Rush, of the brig you command, informing me that a report had reached you that the 
American brigantine ‘“ Louisa Beaton,” which vessel was laying at Ambriz in company with us, on 
the 7th instant, had shipped a cargo of negroes. 

I observed the “ Louisa Beaton” weigh from Ambriz on the evening of the 12th instant, and 
pass close to the “ Perry” with her colours flying, and at sunset she was observed by us close in 
with the land ; also sighted her the next morning, and continued to sce her until the evening, 
apparently working in shore to the southward. 

As the wind had been exceeding light all night, I thought it possible, if the information of the 
* Louisa Beaton’s” shipment was correct, that I might overtake, and accordingly proposed to 
Lieutenant Rush that he should accompany me, and watch the proceedings of the vessel, in case we 
should discover her. 

I steamed to the westward for nearly forty miles, but saw nothing of her, and am of opinion 
that the report in question respecting the “ Louisa Beaton” is not at present correct, and that when 
we next hear from Loanda she will be found to have arrived there; but I think it very likely that 
she has been disposed of by sale, in consequence of the slave-dealers not being successful, having 
only effected the embarkation of two cargoes of negroes this year (1850), and therefore all the vessels 
that can be procured, no matter at what expense, will be eagerly sought after by them ; but as I 
hear there is no water at Ambriz, I think it possible that arrangements are being made for the 
“ Louisa Beaton’s” cargo being discharged at Loanda, from whence, after procuring the necessary 
articles and fitments required, she will probably return to Ambriz for the negroes. 

This will be no new occurrence, as many American vessels have been disposed of in a 
similar manner, and escaped with cargoes of Africans, since I have been stationed on the 
coast. 

Had no American man-of-war been present on the 12th instant, when the “ Louisa Beaton” left 
Ambriz, I should have considered it my duty (from there having teen observed, whilst in company 
with her on the 7th instant, a large quantity of plank sufficient for a slave-deck on her upper deck, 
together with water-casks, which would have created suspicion) to have visited her, and satisfied 
myself that her nationality had not been changed by sale at Ambriz, not taking it for granted that 
the flag displayed by any vessel is sufficient evidence of her very As it is possible that 
I may not meet the “ John Adams” previous to your leaving the coast for Porto Praya, you will 
oblige me by forwarding a copy of this letter to Commander Powell for the information of Com- 
modore Gregory, as it will be my duty to lay it before the British Commander-in-chief, in the sin- 
cere hope that some arrangement will be come to by those officers, to puta stop to the nefarious 
system on the west coast of Africa. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 203. 
Lieutenant Foote to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “Perry,” off Ambriz, April 17, 1850. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 15th instant, in relation to a report which I had communi- 
cated through Lieutenant Rush, that the brigantine “ Louisa Beaton” had shipped a cargo of slaves 
at Ambriz, and agreeably to your request I will forward a copy of it to Commander Powell, for the 
information of Commodore Gregory. 

I boarded the “ Louisa Beaton” at sea several days before her arrival, and found her to be a 
legal American trader, which character she sustained whilst at anchor with the several men-of-war 
at Ambriz. I had no reason, after an absence of three days, to euppose she could in the meantime 
have been fitted for a slave cargo, and therefore did not consider it my duty again to board her, and 
Iam happy to inform you that the report of the “ Louisa Beaton” having taken slaves at Ambriz is 
untrue, and that she is now at St. Paul de Loanda. 

In relation to your “not taking it for granted that the flag displayed by any vessel is not a 
enfficient evidence of her nationality,” I remark that the flag which a vessel wears is a prima 
facic, though not a conclusive, proof of her nationality. It is a mero emblem, which loses its true 
character when worn by those who have no right to it. On the other hand, those who lawfully 
display the flag of the United States are entitled to all the protection it supplics. When a foreign 
cruizer boards a vessel under this flag, she will do it under her own responsibility. 

T avail myself of this occasion to tender you my thanks for your kind attention to Lieutenant 
Rush, as well as for the valuable information imparted to me during our co-operation for the sup- 
pression of Slave Trade. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ANDREW FOOTE, Lieutenant Commanding. 
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Inclosure 18 in No. 203. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Lieutenant Foote. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 19, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and am 
glad to learn by it that the report of the “‘ Louisa Beaton” having shipped a cargo of slaves at 
Ambriz is incorrect. But as vessels are disposed of, change their nationality, and escape from 
Ambriz with slaves in so very short a period of time as a few hours, I would respectfully suggest 
the necessity of keeping a strict watch over the movements of the “Louisa Beaton,” should she 


ay in off this of the coast. 
ar ripe eee mares handing the accompanying letter to Commander Powell, on your next 
meeting the “ John Adams ?” 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





No. 204. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Recetved July 15.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, May 17, 1850. 
WITH reference to the documents I have transmitted in my letter of the 
14th instant, I have to request you will be pleased also to lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of a letter which I have 
received from the Honourable Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship 
“Cyclops,” Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships in the South Division, 
seeking additional instructions from me with regard to the co-operation between 
our cruizers and those of the United States, in consequence of some proposals 
from the Commodore of the United States’ corvette ‘‘ John Adams,” and of my 
reply thereto; and I shall be glad to receive their Lordships’ opinion of the 
view I have expressed, and which I hope will meet their approbation. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 204. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, April 17, 1850. 

I CONSIDER it my duty to pore under your notice a conversation which I had the honour 
of holding with Commander Levin M. Powell, commanding tho United States’ ship of war “John 
Adams,” relative to the recent captures which have been made by some of the cruizers under your 
orders, on the south-west coast of Africa, of Brazilian vessels who have attempted to evade search 
by presenting false American papers and hoisting American colours on meeting a British cruizer. 

Commander Powell began by stating to me that he was not desirous in this conversation of 
referring to past captures; but that now an American vessel of war was stationed on the south-west 
coast of Africa, he desired to make some arrangement, or have some agreement between the 
respective cruizers on all future occasions of our meeting vessels bearing the emblem of our respec- 
tive countries, but producing in the individual boarding-captain’s opinion no just right to wear it ; 
and he would suggest that, for the future, should a vessel be boarded by any of our cruizers, pre- 
senting in our opinion false American colours, and that, on our doubting the nationality of the 
vessel, and informing the master that our duty was, doubting his nationality, to send him to an 
American officer for further scrutiny; that should the said master (should the vessel be an illegal 
trader, and employed in the Slave Trade, or fitted to be so employed), for fear of the consequences 
(the law of the United States inflicting death on any of its subjects convicted of being enguged in 
the Slave Trade), destroy the fraudulent American papers, and immediately present Brazilian ones, 
and direct a Brazilian ensign to be hoisted, [that] we, the British officers, should not seize such ves- 
sel as a Brazilian slaver, although we see she is fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and is delivered 
over to us as Brazilian; but that we ought to detain such vessel, on the grounds that false papers 
were first presented to us to evade search, and either give such vessel up to the American cruizer, if 
present (ee on the coast) ; if not, to be sent to an American port for adjudication. 

As I hold no instructions for my guidance on cases arising, such as I have had the honour of 
presenting you, I have respectfully to call upon you for your orders for my future guidance, and to 
place the subject before you in all its points of difficulty and doubt. I would beg to submit the 
following case, which is likely to arise at the present moment, viz. :— 

Two ships of war, cruizing together for the suppression of the Slave Trade,—namely, one an 
American and the other an English cruizer,—observe a strange vessel, Chase is given by both 
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cruizers, and on nearing her, before the stranger has ascertained the nationality of the ships in chase 
of her, she hoists an American ensign; but on closing each other, the stranger discovers that the 
vessels chasing are, the one an American, the other an English cruizer. We will suppose that, 
similar to our late captures, the stranger is fully equipped for the Slave Trade. with Brazilians on 
board,—the master or owner of the vessel knowing that, if seized by the American eruizer, and on 
examination be found by the American officer illegally fitted, or full of slaves, the laws of the 
United States condemn himself and crew to death ; but should the stranger change in the chase 
(after learning the nationality of the vessels pursuing him) his colours to Brazilian, and, on the 
English oruizer reaching him, deliver his vessel up as a fully-equipped Brazilian for the Slave Trade, 
or with slaves on board, I would ask for your instructions as to my guidance on this apparently, to 
me, most important subject, as in Commander Powell's views the vessel should be delivered up to 
the American officer; because, without any proof against her, she first displayed the American 
ensign in our presence. I would observe also, to add to our difficultics, many of these illegal vessels 
have two sets of papers, fraudulent American and Brazilian, to be used as occasions may arise for 
them. 

I can confidently add, from my knowledge of many facts concerning our recent captures, which 
I have learnt from different parties, that these vessels left a port in the Brazils as Brazilian vessels, 
owned by Brazilian subjects, and that no American will be found who can lay claim to any of them 
as his property. ; 

It is true that we have at the present moment two cruizers of the United States co-operating 
with our vessels on thia coast for the suppression of the Slave Trade; but in consequence of their 
depét for provisions being so distant, their period of remaining here does not excced two months ; 
and perhaps another two years may elapse before any other vessel of that nation appears again here. 
Their presence will check the abuso of the United States’ flag by vessels not entitled to wear them ; 
and it is to be regretted that the American cruizers were not sent here long before. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 204. 


Commodore Fanshawe to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “Centaur,” Ascension, May 15, 1850. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letters from the 8th the 22nd April, trans 
mitting to me a correspondence and reporting to me verbal communications which had taken place 
between yourself and the Commanders of the United States’ ships of war “John Adams” an d 
“Perry,” with various documents on the subject of the captures which had been made, during the 
few preceding months, by Her Majesty's cruizers under your orders, of vessels which had fraudulen tly 
assumed the American flag, and also of complaints of the masters of the American legal traders 
“Catherine” and “ Louisa Beaton,” respecting the manner in which they had been visited by he 
officers of our ships on the South Coast, and in consequence seeking from me fresh instructions for 
your guidance, with respect to your co-operation with the cruizers uf the United States, in the eve t 
of the recurrence of your mecting Brazilian vessels attempting to evade search by hoisting America 
colours and presenting false American papers, and on the points spoken of by Commander Powe 
of the “John Adams.” Before proceeding to reply to you on those matters, I must express the 
gratification I have experienced in perceiving the cordial and conciliatory spirit which pervades the 
whole of the communications between yourself and the American officers as creditable to yourselves 
in the performance of the service with which you are entrusted, as it is in strict conformity with 
the wishes and directions of your respective Governments ; I entirely approve of the full and proper 
explanations with which you have furnished Commander Powell, and I hope, being reported by him 
to his Commander-in-chief and Government, they will prove to them the extreme desire of Her 
Majesty's officers under my orders in carrying out the difficult and delicate duties which they have 
had to perform, to act in tho spirit of their instructions respecting the Slave Trade with every 
courtesy and forbearance in communicating with American merchant-vessels, If, on the one hand, 
some of such vessels may have been subjected to annoyance by such visits. others have received 
essential assistance ; and it strikes me that persons have been found ready on the reappearance of 
the United States’ ships of war on the south coast, to report to their oflicers the oue case and to 
withhold the other, eid the view of instilling a prejudice in their minds against the proceedings of 
the British officers in their endeavours to suppress the African Slave Trade. 

Her Majesty’s Government were informed by me, by the earliest opportunity, of every particular 
respecting the captures alluded to, and the whole of the documents which you have now transmitted 
to me will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Admiralty by the next mail, and should their Lord- 
ships see cause, arising out of them, to issue fresh instructions for my guidance I shall no doubt be 
furnished with them quickly. I observe also that the subject of the abuse of the American flag by 
“sea-letters”” from Rio Janeiro, and the sale of American vessels there and on the African coast for 
the purpose of Slavo Trade, which has becn the occasion of these captures, has been introduced by 
the President of the United States in his message to Congress, and that they are invited by him to 
consider the means of preventing it. Both Governments and legislatures are therefore likely to 
discuss the matter. In the meantime the 4th, 6th, and 8th sections of the Instructions under which 
I and the officers under my orders on the coast of Africa act, appear to me to embrace every point 
respecting our co-operation with American cruizers, and the visit or search of any vessel, be she a 
legal or an illegal trader, and I cannot authorize a departure from them in any shape. You must 
neither stop short, and thus permit the escape of the illegal slave trader ; nor must you exceed, and 
thus give offence to the legal trader of a friendly power. Some passages in the letters of Commander 
Powell and Lieutenant Foote to you bear closely upon tho question you have stated as likely to 
occur, asking for my instructions ; for example: “ The flag is no conclusive proof of nationality 
it loses its true character when worn by those who have no right to wear it.” I answer, if a vessel 
during a chaso or visit by one of ourcruizers changes her flag for any purpose, but eventually hoists 
the Brazilian flag, is declared to be Brazilian property, and appears on examination, whether with 
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Brazilian or “no papers,” to be fitted for the Slave Trade, the undoubted duty of the commander is 
to detain and send her to a British Admiralty Court for adjudication. Two sets of papers may be 
considered a proof of illegal traffic. Our instructions say, and Commander Powell repeats, “that the 
Government of the United States are far from claiming that the flag of the Union should give 
immunity to those who have no right to bear it.” In boarding therefore a vessel about whose 
nationality a suspicion has arisen, and it turns out, notwithstanding her colour, to be well founded, 
you must deal with her as the instructions, page 17, require you to do had she not shown a false 
flag ; but on all occasions of joint chase, where circumstances render it practicable, let the visit of 
a vessel which has shown the American colour be made first by the officer of the United States’ 
cruizer ; or should circumstances render it necessary that the visit should be first made by one of 
our officers, and a doubt be entertained by him of the legality of the. vessel’s colour, take her, 
without loss of time to the senior United Siates’ officer in company, and whilst the American flag 
is flying on board her, let him decide upon the just right of the vessel to wear it. Beyond that we 
have nothing to do,—i.c., although she be full of slaves, but bond side the property of an American 
citizen, with correct American papers, we have no right—we claim no right—to detain her; but we 
do protest against the flag of the Union being used as a “ mere emblem,” and degraded by illegally 
covering the cruel and unchristian practice of the Brazilian slave-dealer. All that is sought may be 
obtained without any mark of disrespect to the flag of the United States, without the slightest 
injury to an American citizen. It is sought only with the desire of suppressing the African Slave 
Trade, the chief object for which the united forces of our respective countries is employed on the 
west coast of Africa. : 

The co-operation of our ships (which I may say unfortunately had been interrupted on the 
south coast) being re-established with that object, and conducted in the same friendly and concili- 
atory spirit as it has been commenced by yourself and colleagues, I feel assured will tend very much 
to check, if not suppress the Traffic in Slaves, and I hope cement the present friendly alliance of our 
countries, aud strengthen the good understanding which our Governments are so desirous to maintain. 

This letter will, I hope, relieve you from any doubt or embarrasement. You are at liberty, 
should it appear to be desirable, to read it to the American officer acting with you, and you will 
make it known to the Commanders of your division as opportunities offer, enjoining them to the 
continued strict observance of their instructions in not unnecessarily visiting the American legal 
trader, to abstain from doing so in the presence of a United States’ vessel of war, and to give their 
Commanders every information in their possession relative to the Slave Trade, or any abuse of the 
American flag. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, Commodore. 





~ No. 205. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.— (Received July 15.) 


Sir, | a “ Southampton,” cruizing off Cape Frio, April 8, 1850. 

THE inclosed list of vessels from which slaves were landed on the Brazilian 
coast during the year 1849, being, as Commander Schomberg assures me, from 
Mr. Hesketh, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro, may be assumed 
to be pretty correct, and I therefore beg to forward it for their Lordships’ 
information. : : : 

The average price of slaves during the year is said to have been 501. each, 
which, for this total of 45,980, would amount to 2,249,0001. 

, T have, &c. 
(Signed) B, W. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 205. 


Vessexs from which Slaves were landed on the Brazilian Coast during 1849, 











Vessel. Date. — No. of Slaves landed. 
Adalia January 300 
Aretheia 450 
Palhabote 400 


Carried forward 
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Vessel. Date. No. of Slaves landed. 
—_—_——_—_—_—_< 
Brought forward 1,150 
Santa Cruz February 800 
Cotueta (felucca) Z 310 
Zephire 500 
Proserpine (schooner) 480 
Rival .. os 800 
Sylphide z 900 
—_ 3,790 
Castro Primeiro March 300 
Polka... 350 
Fontes (sent to Rio Grande) : 500 
Tentadora sa ‘ 540 
Saphira en 350 
— 2,040 
Maria Christina. . April 930 
Galgo.. A 450 
Desengano ne 650 
Nova Esperanza sie 300 
Franceza (now Deliberacion) 800 
Albertina (American colours) i 650 
Idelmondo 4 800 
Paulina 900 
Phenix : 180 
Z —_ 5,660 
Sereia on May 850 
Tnveja te 5 450 
Eeorsy "1,300 
Rival (schooner) 600 
Barque (name unknown) .. 740 
Iderante > 550 
Assombro os eis se 650 
Providencia (steamer) .. a3 1,250 
—_ 3,790 
Nova Especulac&o (schooner)| July 600 
Antipatico 1,050 
Aretheis 480 
Meteor ‘ 420 
—— 2,550 
Herald (Anteri¢an colours) August. 900 
A brig (French colours) ie +3 606 
Thereza a o 560 
Esperanza (pilot boat) Be 290. 
Brazileiro (brigghtind) 350 
Joaquima ee ee . 415 








3,115 
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_ Date. No. of Slaves landed. 
Brought forward 
Latona aa ve September .. 800 
Especulador whe i - es 410 
Plia Julia me Pe 3 a 600 
Brig (American flag) .. os a 652 
Lete (pilot-boat) me os es 105 
Virginia (schooner) a on 204 
Flor de Nocte (brigantine) oe ae €01 
—_ 3,372 
Sereia me a October .. 800 
Brig (name unknown) .. a ae 740 
(Rio dos Astros) 
Castro (brigantine), Macahé on a 110 
Giovanni (Sardinian polacca) te ae 650 
Audaz ae as ae os 800 
Antipathico .. oe ae oe 851 
Caracas (American brigantine) | + oo 700 
Condor oe an oo ae 600 
Astrea (American Cestus) ve oe 600 
— 5,851 
Etna (felucca) .. November .. 720 
Barque (French colours) .. aie si 800 
Vingador is os se ie 500 
Constellagiio (formerly French} -* a 900 
barque) os — 2,920 
A pilot-boat .. aa ee sis 480 
Marianna (felucca) ne o. o- 450 
Seriza <. my on ee 848 
= 1,778 
Georgina (felucca) = December .. 490 
Whig (American brig) .. .. oo 840 
Imogene ee os os s 500 
Santa Cruz ste We e .- 682 
— 2,512 
Five vessels (names unknown) | -- co fee oe 1,132 
Suspected— 
Commercio de Rio, 
Sumacea Andorinha, 
Maris Candida, 
San Francisco, 
Felucca (Sardinian) 
Brig (French), 
Ship (French), 
Brig Lucinde 
Ship Hannibal (American 
colours) i Z ¢ 
Brig (American colours) 
Supposed to have landed about| .. oe a 5,009 
Total .. 45,980 








(Signed) C. M. LUCKRAFT, Senior Lieutenant, 
Cuass A. 2R 
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No. 206. 
Commander Hyde Parker to Commodore Wyvill.—(Received July 15.) 


Sir, * Pantaloon,” off Casuarina, March 6, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you of the detention of the Brazilian brig 
“ Philantropo,” fully equipped for the Slave Trade. ; 

At daylight on the 28th February, the prize ‘‘ Deliberagao” being in com- 
pany about four miles astern, I observed her wear and make sail in chase of a 
vessel; I immediately followed her, but owing to variable and partial winds did 
not come up with the chase till 2°30 p.m., when I found her detained by the 
whale-boats of the prize. I boarded her, and found her fully equipped for the 
Slave Trade. She is Brazilian ; 340 tons, and has no papers, except a passport. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HYDE PARKER, Commander. 





No. 207. 
Commander Hyde Parker to Commodore Wyvill.—(Received July 15.) 


(Extract.) “ Pantaloon,” off Casuarina, March 6, 1850. 


I THEN proceeded to Luabo; sent the pinnace up the river provisioned 
for a fortnight, under charge of Mr. Greet, master, and then returned off Quilli- 
mane. On the 29th of January I chased a ship which anchored off Quillimane, 
and showed American colours, On the 30th, finding her fully equipped 
for the Slave Trade, I took possession of her. She has no papers, and has a 
cargo for the purchase of slaves, as also water, plank, irons, mess-kids, coppers, 
farinha, rice, &c. Having put a prize-crew on board, I returned to Luabo, and 
on the 8th February last the pinnace returned. 9th, chased a brig, which 
proved to be the ‘‘Juan de Castro,” from Inhambane to Quillimane. On the 
13th, at daylight, observed a brig at anchor off Olinda River, about eight miles 
to windward, and chased her till sunset, when she was lost sight of about six miles 
ahead. On the 16th we again saw the same vessel off Olinda, about eight miles to 
windward, and chased her with the same result. From the 16th to the 26th we 
were continually moving up and down the coast, and on the 26th anchored off 
Quillimane, with the intention of completing water from the prize. However, 
during the night she parted one cable during'the squall, and there being much 
swell, I determined to proceed to Casuarina and water there. 

Oa the morning of the 28th February, in company with the prize, we chased 
a brig, and on getting up to her at-2 p.m., I found her in‘possession of the prize’s 
whaleboats. She was boarded and detained by Mr. Edwards, gunner, with five 
men from the prize, after a pull of five or six miles, and had thirty men on board. 
He was threatened before boarding, but fortunately the captain of the brig threw 
all the muskets overboard as the boat was coming up, and no resistance was 
offered when he got on board. I feel pleasure in bringing him to your notice, 
as he is a very steady, deserving officer. The brig is called the “ Philantropo,” 
and is a beautiful vessel of about 350 tons, completely fitted for the Slave Trade, 
and is the same vessel we have chased twice before. 

On the morning of the 2nd March a sail was reported outside, and I slipped 
in chase. At 5 p.m. I boarded, and found her to be the coasting brig “ Ven- 
cedor.” On the 3rd I chased and communicated with the brig “Don Juan 
de Castro,” the Lieutenant in command of which informed me that an American 
brig had come off Quillimane and taken a pilot on the lst; and on the 4th I 
again anchored in Casuarina Roads. 

The health of the ship’s company of Her Majesty’s brig is, I am glad to say, 
perfectly good. e 28 
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No. 208. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received July 23.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, May 27, 1850. 


I BEG you will be pleased to lay before their Lordships two letters which 
I received to-day from Lieutenant Crofton, commanding the ‘ Rifleman ;” one 
of which reports his having seized, on the 3rd instant, the Brazilian schooner 
“Cinco Irmaos,” for being engaged in the Slave Trade, and (as appears from 
his declaration, and the report of survey on her condition, also transmitted 
herewith) of his having destroyed her, as being unseaworthy. 

The other letter, dated the 22nd instant, gives an account of a cowardly 
and wanton attack made upon a cutter’s crew of the “ Rifleman,” which sought 
shelter from heavy weather, under the lee of a small island, situated about six 
miles to the eastward of the Island of Mocla; and I regret to observe that one 
of the crew was shot dead in getting into the boat. 

I have represented this outrage to Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires here, 
but I entertain little hope that the Brazilian Government will bring the ruffians 
to justice. The locality of the slave-barracoons along the coast is infested by 
hordes of these piratical characters, and unless we had the power and permission 
to make a summary example of them, we must, I fear, expect a repetition 
of such violence whenever an opportunity is afforded to them. 

I shall call upon Lieutenant Crofton to furnish me with a fuller detail of 
the circumstances, which, when I receive, I will forward to you for their 
Lordships’ further information. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 208. 
Lieutenant Crofton to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, " Rifleman,” off Santos, May 20, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the evening of the 8rd instant, while ernizing off 
Monte de Trigo, I seized the Brazilian schooner “Cinco Irméios,” for being unlawfully employed 
in the Slave Trade ; and that having carefully surveyed, and finding her unseaworthy to make the 
voyage to a British port, I deemed it my duty to destroy her. Inclosed is the affidavit and report 


of survey on her. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) 8. S. L. CROFTON, Lieutenant and Commander. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 208. 
Declaration of Lieutenant Crofton. 


I, THE Undersigned, Stephen Smith Lowther Crofton, holding the rank of Lieutenant in Her 
Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel “Rifleman,” duly authorized by the 
Convention between Great Britain and the Emperor of Brazils, dated the 23rd day of November, 
1826, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare, that on the 3rd day of May, 1850, 
the islands called the Alcatrasses, bearmg south, I seized the Brazilian schooner “ Cinco Lrméos,” 
whereof Joiio Richardo is master, for having violated the said Convention; and I further declare 
that the vessel had on board, at the time of capture, a crew consisting of seven persons, of whom six 
were white men; and no slaves; and I do decare that I found the vessel in the following state:— 

A clear hold, right fore and aft, with a deck laid down ready to receive slaves, the accommo- 
dation for crew being on the upper deck. 

A quantity of farinha and jerked beef, stowed in the fore-part of the vessel, 20 as to be got at 
through a hatch in the fore-peak. 

'wenty-five large wooden mess-tubs, for feeding slaves, 
2R2 
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An open hatchway abaft was concealed by the bed-place of the master of the vessel, and was 
evidently intended for ventilation, as no cargo could be struck down, from its confined position, and 
the bed-place was a temporary one. 

The schooner was fitted for eight sweeps, which said sweeps were found on board her. 

And I further declare that I had been cruizing in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel under my 
command, in search of this vessel, for several days, from information that I had received from Her . 
Majesty's Vice-Consul at Santos, and other competent authorities, who were perfectly cognizant of 
her character, and of the servico on which she was employed, which was, to cruize off the coast, and 
relieve expected slavers of some of their cargoes, and warn them of the vicinity of Hor Majesty’s 
steam-vesscl “ Rifleman.” 

On boarding the said schooner, the statement of the master, in answer to the questions put to 
him, were most contradictory; and on being asked for the vessel’s papers, he stated that he could 
neither read nor write, at the same time producing a box of old letters, addressed to various parties, 
and desiring the boarding-officers to examine them ; they proved to be private papers and Ictters, 
having no reference whatever to the vessel. 

Having seized the said vessel, and removed some of the crew to the ‘ Rifleman,” the master 
stated to me that he had been hired to look out for a vessel daily expectcd on this coast from the 
coast of Africa, with slaves on board, and that he had a person on board who possessed letters for 
the said expected vessel, directing her where she was to land her slaves; but that on sceing the 
“Rifleman” in chase, this person had escaped from the schooner in a canoe. 

And I further declare that the following was the vesscl’s dimensions:—Length, 58 feet; 
Breadth, 19 feet ; Depth of hold, 11 feet. j 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Rifleman,” at sea, the 4th May, 


1850. 
(Signed) S. 8S. L. CROFTON, 
Lieutenant and Commander. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 280. 


Declaration of Survey of the “ Cinco Irmios.” 


IN pursuance of an order from S. S. L. Crofton, Esq., Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's 
steam-vessel “ Rifleman,” and senior officer present, 

We whose names are hereunto subscribed have been on board the Brazilian schooner “ Cinco 
Irmios,” seized by Her Majesty's steam-vessel “Rifleman,” and having held a strict and careful 
survey on her state with regard to seaworthiness and fitness to make a voyage to St. Helena, do 
declare that several of her planks are very defective, and that the vessel herself is very old, her 
rudder is sprung, and her frame-work very rotten. Her fore and main rigging is quite unservice- 
able, and her sails worn out. She is also in a leaky state. 

Under these circumstances we are of opinion that she is not scaworthy, nor could she be made 
so without a thorough repair and overhaul. Her length is 58 fect, breadth 19 feet, depth 11 feet. 
And we have taken this survey with such care and accuracy, that we are willing, if required, to 
declare to the impartiality and correctness of our proceedings. 

Given under our hands on board Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Rifleman,” at sea, the 15th May, 
1840. 

(Signed) J. HITCHINGS, Second Master, 
P. COE, Gunner, 
H. TIMMINS, Carpenter's Mate, Her 
Majesty's steam-vessel “ Rifleman.” 


Approved. ‘ 
(Signed) 8. 8. L. CROFTON, Lieutenant Commanding. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 208. 
Licutenant Crofton to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Rifleman,” at Sea, off the Alcatrasses, May 22, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report to you, that being officially informed of the expected arrival of 
two large ships on this spot, I have been vigilantly cruizing to intercept them; and that on the 
evening of the 15th, the weather having cleared wp fine, I detached the cutter, with ten men, under 
the command of Mr. Ryan, master’s assistant, with orders to cruize between the Moela and Monte 
de Trigo, whilst the “ Rifleman” watched to the southward of Quimada Grande, both being the 
expected points of arrival. 

On the morning of the 16th the weather suddenly became bad, and increased to a gale, which 
obliged the cutter to run for the mainland, and seek shelter under the lee of a small island adjacent 
to a slave barracoon abont six miles to the eastward of Moela. After securing their boat, the men 
being drenched with wet, they lit a fire on the rocks, and commenced drying their clothes and cook- 
ing their victuals, when suddenly they were surprised by a large party of men armed with muskets, 
not less than fifty, the majority white men, who at once attacked them, and unfortunately shot one 
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of our men dead in getting to the boat. Mr. Ryan weighed, and pulled out under a very heavy 
fire, the boat and the men’s clothes being perforated with shot-holes ; in consequence of this the boat 
was blown out to sea, and the crew exposed for three days to a heavy sea and rain. 

This cowardly and unprovoked attack on men secking shelter from the gale is in character with 
these ruffians, who are all slave-crew men waiting to assist, and, if possible, to defend the vessel, 

. Should they be molested by us in discharging their cargoes. 

Mr. Ryan finally got into the entrance of the Bertioga River; and although he showed his 
ensign and pendant to the officer of the fort, he was detained, and treated with great incivility, not- 
withstanding his remonstrances that he was a British officer. 

The schooner which I seized on the 3rd instant was employed by the owner of the barracoon 
near which this outrage was committed. 

Mr. Ryan throughout has behaved with resolute firmness and discretion ; in the first place in 
being prepared with his arms ready and in order, although totally unsuspicious of annoyance ; and 
secondly, in defending his party with a few muskets until all were embarked and the boat out of 
gun-shot. My impression is, from my knowledge of these men’s characters, that but for Mr. Ryan’s 
coolness, the boat’s crew would have been massacred. 

On the weather moderating, I proceeded to the locality of the above outrage, and there dis- 
covered, in a house adjacent, the missing articles belonging to the boat, and the men’s wearing 
apparel. Being satisfied from this, that these were the parties implicated, I destroyed the bouse as 
being the nest of a horde of pirates. 

Ihave reported the entire circumstances to the authorities of Santos, through the Acting Vice- 
Consul, Mr. Glynn, and they appear to have taken it up very warmly. Of my proccedings in 
destroying the premises, the authorities expressed themselves gratified, as being part of the slave 
establishment at Perrequé. 

I beg, Sir, to inform you that there are two brigs at Santos, both of them slavers, and ready 
to sail with the first fair wind; and that I have been watching for them in the offing for some 
days ; their destination is the coast of Africa; and being the only cruizer on this coast, and other 
vessels daily expected at Perrequé, I shall remain on this eruizing ground, and if necessary, 
shall purchase coals at Santos to enable me to intercept them, which I hope, Sir, will meet your 
approval. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) S. S. L. CROFTON, Lieutenant Commanding. 





No. 209. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 24.) 


(Extract.) Ascension, June 4, 1850. 


A SMALL Brazilian schooner arrived yesterday, a prize to Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Philomel.” She had been taken on the 9th May, with 245 
slaves, in latitude 10° 30’ south, longitude 14° 13’ west, and sent by Commander 
Forbes, in charge of Lieutenant Helby, to St. Helena; but having, from light 
trade-winds, been unable to reach that island, and being nearly out of water and 
provisions both for prize crew and slaves, and, I regret to add, having expe- 
rienced a fearful mortality amongst the latter from dysentery, and from their 
having been shipped apparently in a very emaciated state and horribly crowded 
in so small a vessel, 105 having died previous to her arrival, Lieutenant Helby 
bore up for the island. Having supplied her with everything required, and 
placed an assistant surgeon on board, 1 have sent her to Sierra Leone for 
adjudication. 





No. 210. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 24.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, June 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a letter from Commander Selwyn, of Her 
Majesty’s sloop “Star,” and its inclosures from Lieutenant Vernon of that 
sloop, detailing the circumstances of the capture of the Brazilian brigantine 
“ Vingador” by the pinnace of that sloop on the 2nd May. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 210. 
Lieutenant Vernon to Commander Selwyn. 


Sir, “ Star,” Friday, May 2, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I anchored in Old Benguela Bay at @ P.s. on the 1st 
instant, weather thick-and cloudy. About midnight it began to clear up, and at 3 4.m. the look-out 
man reported a vessel at anchor just within the point; I immediately weighed and proceeded 
tewards her, which she observing, shipped and stood to the N.W., under all plain gail. I followed 
with sails and oars gradually gaining, the wind being at that time between 2 and 3; about 7-30 
chase kept more away to the northward, and set port stud-sails; about 8, being then within range, 
I mounted the guns, and commenced firing shot at her, she not taking any notice of my colours or the 
muskets I had previously fired ; 8-30, several shots having passed close to her, and one between her 
lower stud-sail and foresail, she shortened all sail and rounded to. 

9. Boarded the Brazilian brigantine “Vingador,” fully equipped for the SJave Trade, 35 days 
from Macahé, and detained her. 

9°80, Observed Her Majesty’s sloop “Star” to the S.W. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY R. VERNON, 
Lieutenant in charge of Pinnace. 





inclosure 2 in Io. 210. 


Lieutenant Vernon to Commodore Fanshawe, 


Sir, “Btar,” Logito, May 5, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report that about 5 p.m. on the Ist instant, Her Majesty's sloop, under 
my command, being 5 miles north of Novo Redondo, a suspicious-looking vessel was seen N.W. 18 
or 14 miles, apparently steering for Old Benguela, there being a fresh breeze at the time. I imme- 
diately made all sail in chase, when I observed chase tack and stand to westward. Seeing that it 
was impossible to keep sight of her during the night, and feeling sure that if she was a slaver, she 
would after dark come in shore, at 6°30 p.m. I shortened sail, and running to the northward and 
hove-to 5 miles south of Old Benguela Head, the pinnace being in shore to the northward. At 
daylight on the 2nd exchaneed colours with the French brig of war “Argus,” and soon after observed 
a brigantine running out of Old Benguela to the northward, made all sail in chase. A¢ 9°30 a.m. 
observed chase round-to and pinnace ditto, A copy of Lieutenant Vernon's report of the chase and 
detention I transmit for your information. At 12°15 p.m. I boarded and took possession of the 
two-topsail brigantiue “ Vingador,” about 170 tons, 35 days from Macahé, fully equipped for Slave 
Trade. It appears that at 7 p.m. on the let, thinking we should chase to the westward, he again 
stood for the land, and anchored in Old Benguela Bay at 1 a.m. I dispatched her to St. Helena 
the same evening, under charge of Mr. Greet, midshipman, with a crew of six men, sending 
in her the portions of the schooner destroyed on the 25th instant. 

I have this duy landed her crew at Logito, 

Lhave, & 
(Signed) F, SELWYN, Commander. 





No. 211. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received July 24.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Ascension, June 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, copy of a letter from Commander Wodehouse, of Her 
Majesty’s ship ‘“ Phoenix,” detailing the circumstances attending the capture 
of the Brazilian brigantine “Dous Amigos,” on the night of the 12th of 
April. 

T have, &. 
Signed) A. FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure in No. 211. 


Commander Wodehouse to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Phenix,” at Sea, lat. 5° 45’ north, long. 3° 0 east, April 13, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, yesterday, Porto Novo bearing E.N.E., “ Hecla’s” prize 
in company, we observed a brigantine standing in for the land, who shortly after shortened sail, 
and stood out on the starboard tack ; I then got the steam up, and went in chaso; at 2 observed 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Hecla” astern; at 7°15 chase showed a light, took in studding-sails, and on 
our closing her, she put her helm up, and ran into us, either with the intention of crossing our bows 
or damaging us (perhaps supposing we were a paddle-box steamer); the consequence of this 
manceuvre was, he lost his bowsprit short off, and both top-masts; on our taking possession of her 
she proved to be the “ Dous Amigos,” of Bahia, belonging to Martinez. I held a survey on her with 
the officers and carpenters of both ships (one report I herewith inclose), and have put the prisoners 
in the “ Hecla;” the only damage done to the “ Phonix” was birthing forward and accommodation- 
ladder. It was the most wilful thing I ever saw; luckily our engines were stopped, and we had 
way enough to answer our helm; we kept away eight points, or we should have cut her in half. 
She is an old merchant brigantine. We part company this afternoon for Fernando Po, with Mr. 
Beecroft, the Consul, on board, and wait his convenience there. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. WODEHOUSE. 





No. 212. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received August 1.) 


Sir, “ Castor,” May 10, 1850. 


REFERRING to the third paragraph of my letter of the 3rd instant 
upon the subject of Slave Trade, I beg you will inform my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that Major Hamerton, Her Majesty’s Consul at this place, 
in compliance with my request, has succeeded in obtaining from his Highness 
the Imaum of Muscat, in addition to the Treaties existing, authority which 
enables Her Majesty’s ships to destroy barracoons erected on shore between 
Sanga Manara and Cape Delgado. I am sorry to say that some have been 
erected near the latter place by Banyans. 

With this power I hope to suppress the great Traffic in Slaves which has 
been carried on between his Highness’s dominions to the north of Cape 
Delgado and Ibo in the Portuguese territories. 

I beg to inclose a copy of the correspondence, together with a translation 
of the Imaum’s authority; and I request you will be pleased to calt their 
Lordships’ attention to the copy of a letter I felt it my duty to address to Major 
Hamerton upon the subject. 

I trust these proceedings will meet their Lordships’ approval. 

In conclusion, I have further to request that you will inform their 
Lordships that the important Protocol to the Portuguese Treaty, dated 
12th August, 1847, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, will expire on that 
date this year, and I think it highly desirable this power should be renewed. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 212. 


Commodore Wyvill to Consul Hamerton. 


Sir, “ Castor,” Zanzibar, May 1, 1850. 

REFERRING to the Treaty concluded by you between Her Majesty and the Imaum of Muscat 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, dated the 2nd October, 1845, I beg to inform you that I have 
reason to believe much of this trade is carried on betwedn Cape Delgado and Guilloz2 (Keeclwa), 
from which port his Highness has given permission for Her Majesty's ships to stop the export of 
slaves, but from the small force under my orders, I find it impracticable to detach a vessel to watch this 
coast for any length of time ; and that then, unless authority be granted to Her Majesty's ships to 
enter the bays, ports, rivers, and creeks, in pursuit of slave-vessels, and also to destroy any barra- 
coons or other arrangements which may be made on shore for purposes of Slave Trade, similar to 
that granted by Her Most Faithful Majesty the Queen of Portugal (in the Protocol dated the 12th 
August, 1847), which I beg to inclose for your information, the attempt to stop this illicit traffic 
would be futile. 

I therefore think it would be highly desirable in carrying out the views of Her Majesty’s 
Government that similar arrangements should be made with his Highness, and I beg to submit the 
same for your consideration, that if it be political you will move his Highness tu grant such further 


power to Her Majesty's ships. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. WYVILL. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 212. 


Consul Hamerton to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, Zanzibar, May 8, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, and have the 
honour to inform you that I have succeeded in inducing his Highness the Imaum of Muscat to 
concede that authority you consider necessary for Her Majesty's vessels of war employed on this 
coast in suppressing the Slave Trade, viz.: 

“To enter the creeks, rivers, bays, and ports between Sanga Manara and Cape Delgado, in 
pursuit of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, and to destroy all barracoons or establishments 
found erected for the convenience of carrying on the Slave Trade.” 

With reference to your suppositions, mentioned in your letter now under reply, that the 
Slave Trade is carried on between Cape Delgado and the Imaum’s dominions southward of Keelwa, 
I have to acquaint you that such is the case, and the slaves are taken from the ports in the 
Imaum’s dominions to the Portuguese ports, and are collected near the mouths of rivers and creeks 
in barracoons for the convenience of being suite on the arrival of the vessels. But this year, in 
consequence of the measures you have adopted, the Arab boats from the north, which have been in 
the habit of proceeding southward of Zanzibar, have this season returned without being able to 
procure slaves, 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the Imaum’s letter, granting the required permission, 
with an English translation of the same; the copy bears the seal and signature of his Highness 
the Imaum. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ATKINS HAMERTON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 212. 


The Imaum of Muscat to Consul Hamerton. 


CONFIDING in the Almighty. 

From the confiding slave of God’s mercy, Saeed Ben Sultan. 

To the dignified and exalted, and true friend, the kind and respected Major Hamerton, Her 
Majesty the Queen of England’s Consul, may God preserve him, and render his times fortunate and 
happy. 

oat excellent letter has reached, and your friend understood all you have mentioned, and with 
reference to the pore of that quarter (place) from Sanga Manara to Tonghe, you say you wish 
permission for the ships of war of Her Hisety the Queen of England to enter the creeks, rivers, 


and harbours in which slaves are sold in violation of orders. 
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My dear friend, we and all belonging to us, even our countries, are at the disposal of Her 
Majesty, and should the men-of-war of Her Majesty the Queen of England require to enter the 
creeks, rivers, and ports, we are willing they seul: enter ; we object not ; and all ships or vessels 
found in those places to whomsoever belonging, if engaged in the Slave Trade, may be seized, and 
all barracoons or places erected for carrying on the Slave Trade may be burned or destroyed. We 
have no wish to the contrary of yours, and with respect to the Banyan we will send and have him 
seized. Whatever you require of us we are ready. The sign is with you. 

Dated 23rd day of Jamadee-ul-Akhir, 1266 (May 6, 1850). 

The humble and weak 
(Signed) FAKIR SAEED, 
With his own hand. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 212. 
Commodore Wyvill to Consul Hamerton. 


Sir, “Castor,” Zansbar, May 8, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowlege the receipt of your letter of this date, with its inclosures, 
in reply to mine of the 1st instant, informing me, that in compliance with my request, you had 
succeeded in obtaining from his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, authority to enable Her Majesty's 
ships and vessels of war to enter the creeks, rivers, bays, and harbours, between Sanga Manara 
and ( Cape Delgado, in pursuit of vessela engaged in the Slave Trade to whomsoever belonging, and 
also to destroy all barracoons or other establishments erected on shore for Pe ses of Slave Trade. 

Tt gives me very great gratification to convey to you my thanks and acknowledgments for the 
prompt and energetic steps you have taken in bringing this matter to a conclusion; and I beg you 
will inform his Highness the Imaum, that Her Majesty's Government will, I am sure, view with 
much pleasure and satisfaction this further manifestation of kena) 3 also the additional support 
us Highness has thus rendered to the suppression of the abominable Traffic in Slaves in his own 

lominions. 


T have, &o. 
(Signed) c. WYVILL. 





No. 213. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
September 21.) 


“* Southampton,” at Sea, cruizing off Rio de Janeiro, 
Sir, June 22, 1850. 

I BEG you to be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty that Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘‘ Sharpshooter”’ arrived at Rio de Janeiro 
on the 18th instant ; and Lieutenant Bailey, being informed that I was cruizing 
off the coast, put to sea again immediately, to join my flag, having previous] 
captured the Brazilian slave-schooner “Malteza,” which vessel, on being surveyed, 
was found totally unsafe, from the decayed state of her hull, and was consequently 
destroyed. 

Whilst seeking for the “Southampton,” Lieutenant Bailey captured another 
slave-schooner called the ‘ Conceiga@o,”’ which has been sent to St. Helena for 
adjudication. 

The “Sharpshooter” joined my flag to-day, and was taken under command 
agreeably with their Lordships’ directions. 

I have the honour to inclose Lieutenant Bailey’s reports of the captures 
alluded to. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Crass A. 258s 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 213. 
Lieutenant Bailey to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Sharpshooter,” at Sea, June 19, 1850. 

+ I HAVE the honour to report ‘to you that at daylight on the morning of the 18th instant, 
when about twelve miles to the southward of Rio, a schooner was observed under the land, bearing 
N.N.W., and from her suspicions movements I:was induced to Lae chase in Her Majesty's steam- 
vessel umder my command ; at 9°50 we came up with and boarded the Brazilian schooner “ Malteza,” 
A. J. Azevedo, master, from Rio, bound to Cape Frio, having on board a large quantity of slave 
provisions, with leaguers and pipes, that would hold thirty tons of water. 

Under these circumstances, in Seb of orders from the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, I proceeded to search the aforesaid vessel, and the following is the result of the 
examination, viz. :— 

First. I found her papers to be imperfect, and some not authenticated. 

Secondly. A much greater number of casks and vessels for holding liquid than required for the 
use of her crew. 

Thirdly. The master had not the required certificate from the custom-house authorities, that 
that these vessels and casks were for lawful commerce. 

Foarthly. A much larger quantity of jerked beef, salt fish, and farinha, than was mentiamed 
in her manifest. 

Fifthly. A-carline fore and aft the hold, for laying a four-foot slave-deck upon. 

Sixthly. A very large cooking apparatus. 

Seventhly. A large hatchway. 

Eighthly. She had Brazilian and Portuguese colours on board. 

I therefore concluded, from the above circumstances, that the Convention between Great Britain 
and Brazil bad been violated by the said schooner “ Malteza,” and cousequently detained her ; but on 

, officers, and carpenter's mate surveying her, she was considered totally unsafe, from the 
defective and decayed state of her hull, to proceed to St. Helena. I therefore took the master and 
-ezew on board the “‘Sharpshooter,” and towed the vessel out to sea, where I destroyed her this 





morning. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. ©. BAILEY. 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 213. 
Lieutenant Bailey to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 
Sir, “ Sharpshooter,” off Rio de Janeiro, June 21, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to report to you, that at 10°30 p.s., on the 20th instant, a schooner was 
observed a-head on the starboard tack, to which I gave chase in Her Majesty's steam-vessel under 
my command, and at 11°30 came up with and boarded the Brazilian schooner “ Conceigao,” whereof 
José Pinto Netto is master, having on board fifty-three water-pipes, which of themselves form a 
slave-deck with matting ; together with a large quantity of jerked beef, without a manifest or 
clearance from the custom-house, in violation of the Treaty between Great Britain and Brazil, 
dated 23rd November, 1826, bday barn f amenable to seizure by Her Majesty’s steam-veesel 
under my command, being duly authorized to carry into effect the aforesaid Treaty; I therefore 
detained her accordingly, and have therefore sent her this day under the charge of Mr. James 
“Tuson, midshipman of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Sharpshooter,” with a crew of seven men, to 
the Island of St. Helewa, for adjudication. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. C. BAILEY. 





No. 214, 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
. September 21.) 


(Extract.) “ Southampton,” off Rio de Janeiro, June 22, 1850. 

I BEG to be permitted to refer to your letter dated 24th April last, trams- 
mitting for my information and guidance a letter from the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, pointing out that there are not any restrictions as to 
the limits within which the search, detention, and capture of slave-traders 
under the Brazilian flag, or without any nationality, are to take place. 

I have promulgated the information to the squadron under my orders; and 
have directed that, after such an explicit exposition of the law, they will be per- 
fectly justified in seizing vessels fitted for, or engaged in, the Slave Trade in any 
of the ‘‘ Brazilian waters or ports.” 





REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 315 


No. 215. 
Rear-ddmiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
September 21.) : 
Sir, “ Southampton,” cruizing off Rio de Janeiro, June 26, 1850. 


I BEG to, transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a statement from Lieutenant Bailey, commanding Her Majesty’s 
steam-vessel “Sharpshooter,” of the capture of the Brazilian brigantine “ Polka,” 
in the port of Macahé, on the evening of the 23rd instant, in pursuance of a stand- 
ing order from me, founded upon the letter from the Under-Secretary of State, 
transmitted by their Lordships for my information and guidance, with your letter 
dated 24th April last. 

This vessel is reported by Commander Schomberg in a “list of slavers which 
had sailed for the coast of Africa from Rio during the ten months previously to 
February, 1850,” as having sailed for the coast on the Ist of November, 1849, 
ae ete can be no doubt of her having been notoriously engaged in the Slave 

e. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 215. 


Lieutenant Bailey to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Sharpshooter,” off Rio de Janeiro, June 25, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that having received information that a brigantine named 
the “ Polka” was fitted for the Slave Trade at the port of Macahé, and was nearly ready for sea; 
feeling myself justified by the standing order of the 22nd June, 1850, I received from you that 
same day, to capture slave-vessels in Brazilian ports; I arrived off that place at 3°30 p.m. on 
the 28rd instant, and dispatched two boats to communicate with the authorities, and examine 
the vessel sought after, which was observed nearly ready for sea, moored head and stern with 
four chains, at the mouth of the harbour, within pistol-shot of an 8-gun battery. The captain 
of the fort having reluctantly assented to her being examined, they procecded to search ; no 
captain or papers were to be found on board, but a slave-deck was found lying in the hold, 
a great number of muskets and other signals were continually going off on shore, during the 
search, and the officer in charge of the boats having doubts as to how he should act, returned 
for further orders. Whilst so doing, a party of soldiers marched into the battery and loaded 
the guns; I therefore proceeded in my gig, and haying communicated with the officer in charge 
of the battery, proceeded myself to examine her. I now found a person who styled himself 
the captain, who produced papers which were far from being satisfactory, and on examining 
the vesscl, found a regularly fitted slave-deck, fore and aft the ship, lying, without any attempt at 
concealment, on the top of a ene of neatly-stowed firewood, also some large slave-mats; her 
royal gear and top-gallant studding-sails were bent, water on board, and also the captain's live-stock, 
stowed in baskets. She had no cargo, but a schooner, laden gunwale-deep with jerked beef and 
farinha, lay close alongside of her. 

During my interview with the commandant, great excitement appeared to prevail on shore; 
one gun was fired out of a hedge immediately over my head, and the soldicrs remained fallen in to 
their guns. Having looked well at the brigantine’s fastenings, and considering the matter perfectly 
practicable, I returned to the ship, and after preparing the two whale-boats with the necessary 
apparatus for unshackling chains, manned them with fifteen seamen and marines, under Mr. Henry 
Ray, acting second master, and Mr, George Wills, gunner, 3rd class, cleared for action, and towing 
the boats astern, took up a position within musket-shot of the battery, to cover them in the event 
of their being seriously attacked, having first given most stringent orders to the officers and men not 
to fire, even if the boats or the brigantine were struck, but to reserve their fire until they were 
themselves personally injured. The boats left the ship at 6 p.m., and in twenty minutes the brigan- 
tine was slipped, and ran out of the harbour with a fine land-breeze. There was a perfect blaze of 
musketry aud signal rockets fired by the populace as she did so, but at such a distance that none 
struck them. The battery fired two shots at her, which missed; the third flashed, and before any 
more could be brought to bear, she was running past our bows. I then steamed in across the line 
of fire, which was immediately discontinued, and both vessels proceeded safely to scaward. The 
following morning we towed her into Port Frio, where having ballasted and provisioned her, I 
dispatched her the same evening, with Mr. Thos. Milne, master’s assistant, and seven men, to St. 
Helena, for adjudication. When the person who styled himself the captain saw the boats coming, 
he absconded with his papers, It was too obscure when I stood in and cleared for action to enable 
persons to observe our preparations, and whilst it was light, I kept the bulwarks carefully closed, for 
fear evident preparations might give offence. 5 
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I have removed three Negroes from the vessel for the security of the prize crew, and the 
boatswain, who, being wretchedly sick, wished not to go to St. Helena, 

T hope you will allow me to call to your notice the clever manner in which Mr. Ray, Mr. Wills, 
and the men under them, carried out my orders, the temper they exhibited, and strict attention they 
paid not to fire unless at the last necessity, and in self-defence. The service was executed without 
exploding a cap on our side. I have further to inform you that having run close and attentively 
along the shoro, from Cape Negro to the River Macahé, and carefully examined every inlet,,] am 
convinced that the trade is there carried on most extensively ; for every night there was a constant * 
system of signalizing going on. I have furthermore boarded very suspicious vessels, but did not 
consider the grounds sufficiently strong to justify their detention. A most suspicious two-topsail 
schooner passed Port Frio on Monday morning, who, directly he closed the ship in with the land, 
bore away under all sail ; but having neither fuel, bread, nor water on board, and being too fally 
occupied with the present capture, I was unable to pursue, as it was blowing fresh, and I did not 
consider I should overtake her. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN C. BAILEY. 
No. 216. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
September 21.) 
(Extract.) Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, July 6, 1850. 


ON arriving at this anchorage to-day, I found the ‘“ Cormorant” here; 
and I beg you to be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the accompanying report (and its inclosures) from Commander 
Schomberg, which details the capture of five large empty slavers, and accounts 
for his having left his cruizing-ground sooner than he otherwise would have 
done. 

From the nature of my standing order No. 16, a copy of which I beg to 
inclose, I fully anticipated that great excitement would be created by the 
measures which that order authorized, but I did not altogether suspect 
that the Brazilian authorities would proceed to such an act of hostility as 
that which was adopted towards the ‘‘Cormorant.” From the protest of 
the Municipal Judge of Paranagud4, their Lordships will perceive that that 
functionary grounds his objections to our proceedings upon the fact of their 
being contrary to the Law of Nations ; and from all I can learn of the opinions 
,expressed by influential persons, that is the plea which will probably be 
advanced to justify the extreme measure of firing upon Her Majesty’s flag. 

I beg to direct their Lordships’ attention to the fact that Commander 
Schomberg’s letter to the commandant of the fort at Paranagud was sent on 
shore two days previously to the “ Cormorant’s” moving down the river, and 
in that letter he fully explains the purport of his visit to the port, and requests 
the co-operation of the authorities to enable him effectually to carry out the 
combined views of their respective Governments. 

The report of Commander Schomberg is so comprehensively written that 
I present it in an entire state for their Lordships’ information; and when [ 
approved of the proceedings which it narrates, I desired that my approbation of 
the conduct of Lieutenant Luckraft, and of the other officers and men engaged 
in this service, should be conveyed to them, as I consider that it reflects great 
credit upon all who were employed in it. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 216. 
Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” at sea, July 5, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have returned from my cruizing-ground, to make 
you acquainted with a violent interruption to my successful fulfilment of the orders I received from 
you for the suppression of the Slave Trade, exercised towards me by a Power forming a party to the 
same Treaty, on which those orders were framed, and from whom I consequently had a right rather 
to look for co-operation than insult and opposition. 

The circumstance I have to report is an attack made on Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Cormorant” 
under my command, by the guns of the fort at the entrance of the waters of Paranagué, on the Ist 
instant, while I was employed towing out to sea three slave-vessels fully equipped, which I captured 
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strictly in compliance with your standing orders No. 16, dated June 22, 1850, and acting under 
information received from Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro. 

I shall best explain the circumstances by narrating regularly my proceedings during the short 
period since the 25th ultimo, when I parted company from your flag, during which time I have 
captured or caused to be destroyed five noted large slavers, as per last inclozed. 

On the morning of the 26th ultimo, having received from Mr. Hudson, Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’Affaires, most promptly on my application, such information as he had been able to procare, I 
availed myself of the discretionary power sanctioned by you in my movements, according to the 
intelligence I procure, and steamed to the eastward, intending to visit and examine the noted brigantine 
“ Rival,” said to be lying in the harbour of Rio Frio, nearly ready to sail for the coast of Africa. 

About 4°40 p.m., on approaching the entrance of Rio Frio (to the southward of whicht sere is 
a fort, situated on a hill, mounting apparently G guns), I observed the mast of a fine brigantine of 
about 350 tons, over the land, a little way up the river, behind the hill on which the fort is erected. 

About 5 p.m., being close up to the fort, I manned and armed two cutters and a whale-boat, 
putting them under the orders of Lieutenant Luckcraft, Ist of this ship, sending Lieutenant de 
Kantzow in one of the cutters to the fort, to apprise the officer in command of my intention to 
examine the “ Rival,” which vessel I understood to be engaged in the Slave Trade. Lieutenant de 
Kantzow having given the officer a rough copy of my order to seize, under the Convention of 23rd 
November, 1826, between Brazil and Great Britain, to read, he kept it, and from the hostile appear- 
ance in the fort, he thought it useless to remain longer, so returned to the boat and joined Lieutenant 
Luckraft, whom I hailed to proceed and examine the vessel, directing him, if she were fitted for 
slaves, to bring her out. Observing them loading the guns at the fort, I went to quarters, taking 
up a close position commanding it and the entrance to the river. 

In a few minutes the report of pistols apprised me that the boats had met with opposition: they 
were assailed by the vessel’s crew in ascending her high sides, by large pigs of ballast thrown at 
them, one of which went through the whale-boat and rendered her unserviceable. A ball from 
Lieutenant Luckraft’s pistol having wounded the slave captain in the face, as our men boarded, the 
rest of the crew of the vessel jumped overboard and swam ashore. 

The vessel proving to be the “ Rival,” equipped’ for carrying slaves, was soon towed down the 
river by the boats, but there not being water enough in the passage at the time of tide, she grounded 
amidst the shouts of the slave crew assembled on the beach ; observing which overland from my 
mast-head, I sent Mr. Carnegie, Mate, with an anchor to the assistance of the First Lieutenant, but 
receiving a message to say the tide was falling, and it being dark, and the banks of the river in the 
harbour becoming crowded with armed people, I directed Mr. Luckraft to burn her, which he 
quickly did, and having remained by her till she was past recovery, he made a judicious dash 
through the narrow entrance in the dark, returning a brisk fire which he received from the people 
behind the rocks, who thus annoyed him on his return on board. 

Having received from Lieutenant Luckraft the necessary information for adjudication, I pro- 
ceeded to the southward, according to your orders. 

It is most gratifying to me to record the alacrity and zeal displayed by all on the little service, 
Lieutenant Luckraft on this, as on all other occasions, where his ability is required, proved his 
value to Her Majesty's service. 

On the morning of the 29th ultimo, having arrived off Paranagué River, distant 860 miles 
W.S.W. from Cape Frio, celebrated for being the resort of large slave-vessels, fitting out for Mo- 
zambique and South Africa, I took on board a country pilot who came off in a canoe and proceeded 
over the bay, a shallow bank with reefs breaking on both sides of it, about three miles outside the 
fort on Island do Mel, and having about 24 fathoms water on it atlow water and about 44 tathoms 
at high water. 

On passing through the narrow passage off the fort, about 9:30 a.M., I eased the engines to 
communicate with an officer who came off from the fort in a boat. I had a letter ready for him, had 
he asked me my object in entering their waters, but as he only asked me where I was going, I 
merely answered to Paranagu4, when he waived courteously, and I proceeded. 

About 11-30 a.m., being about thirteen miles up this extensive sheet of water above the fort, I 
abserved at anchor, in a bight off the west end of the Island of Cotinga, a cluster of vessels, which 
from their peculiar locality (separated by land from the shipping at anchor off the town of Paranagué 
which I could see), and from the appearance of slave-fitting establishments on the shore, confirmed 
-my suspicions of their illegal character, and determined me to examine them without delay. There 
were two ships, one barque, two brigs, a polacca brig and a brigantine, a large brigantine, and a 
small brigantine, all with Brazilian colours, a barque under Portuguese colours, and a barque under 
American colours. 

The Brazilian barque, polacca brig, and the small brigantine, shortly got under weigh and 
quitted the locality, thus enabling me to judge of their legality by their separation from those that 
by their appearance left me little doubt of what they were. 

At 12:5 p.m., being as close to the vessels as the banks would permit, in a very narrow channel, 
I stopped the engines, and anchored with my small bower cable to my stream-anchor, with a spring 
on it, in sixteen feet water, manned and armed the two cutters and gig under the command of my 
First Lieutenant, Mr. Luckraft, having under his orders, in charge of the other boats, Lieutenant 
de Kantzow and Mr. C. A. Buckley, midshipman, and sent him to find out, if he could, the “ Sereia” 
and examine her, and if liable to seize her as a slaver to bring her out, and then to board and 
examine the other vessels having Brazilian colours, and to do the same with them. I then went to 
quarters, pointing what guns could be brought to bear at the shipping, loaded with grape and shell. 

The boats rowing up through the anchorage with their ensigns flying received no molestation 
from the vessels, though they had numerous crews on board, erms, and ammunition on deck, and 
guns loaded. No doubt, had the “ Cormorant” not been within range, they would have given them 
a warm reception. 

The first vessel the boats went to turned out to be the “ Donna Anna,” formerly the 

“ Leonidas,” a well-known slaver, of about 356 tons, with cargo in, fitted for slaves, which vessel 
was soon under weigh, and towing down. 

Lieutenant de Kantzow then went to the next brig, the “ Sereia,” of 298 tons, which proved to 
have fittings on board; her leaguers being of the following almost incredible dimensions, viz., 
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length 10 feet, diameter at head 6 feet 2 inches, circumference at bung 24 feet, which must have 
been set up in her hold. 

Lieutenant Luckraft then boarded the ship “ Hannibal,” which vessel I have long cruized for ; 
but her slave-deck being a built one, as when she was a whaler, and probably down in her register, 
and not having taken any fittings in yet, I did not feel justified in seizing her, although in my own’ 
mind I am clear she is a slaver. 

The next vessel boarded was the great ship “ Camponeza,” or “ Campeadora,” with the name 
“Lucy Ann of Gunport” on her stern, disguised with canvass, about 357 tons, fully equipped and 
sails bent, capable of carrying 1600 slaves from her build. She was soon under weigh, towing 
down also. 

At 1-30 p.m., and by the assistance of the judgment of my excellent master, Mr. T. W. Sufivan, 
got closer to the vessels, expecting an attack from the shore on the boats, as most of the slavers” 
crews had landed, but there being too little water under our bottom, I thought it necessary to back, 
and drop out of the narrow passage, and anchor at its mouth in 9 fathoms. 

I then hoisted out the paddle-box boats, and proceeded myself to examine the vessels, amd 
assist Lieutenant Luckraft in the arduous operation of bringing down a channel so little known to 
us the vessels we had detained. 

A custom-house boat having come alongside, at 2 F.m., with a verbal message respecting my 
object, I sent on shore by her the letter I had written, and addressed to the commanding officer of 
the fort, a copy of which I inclose. 

The remainder of this afternoon was employed in shifting the berth and arranging the positions 
of the detained vessels, and in hoisting in our paddle-box boats, &c. 

Several persons connected with the Slave Trade came on board, begging the liberation of the 
men I had thought proper to retain as prisoners, all of whom on signing a paper with their request 
to be landed, I allowed to go on shore. 

One of these persons signed his name Gio Batta Rossi, but was called Franconi by those wha 
came on board for him, and I have strong suspicions that he is a principal person in slave matters at 
this place. 

On the morning of the 30th ultimo, the. only remaining vessels with Brazilian colours, the 
“« Astro,” a brigantine of about 320 tons (which the “ Rifleman” had so long blockaded in Santos, 
previous to her coming here for her fittings), was observed to have been sunk during the night. I 
therefore, taking with me Mr. Sulivan and the carpenter, proceeded to measure her, and inspect her 
situation. She was 36 feet between the masts, and, feeling satisfied that she was destroyed, we took 
part of her to send to the Court of Adjudication. 

The whole of this day was employed in preparing the “ Lucy Ann” to go with a prize crew to 
St. Helena, getting the vessels in good positions for towing, and preparing the “ Leonidas” and 
“ Sereia” for burning, when we got them out to sea, it being impossible, in their state, to send them 
to St. Helena. 

At noon, a custom-house officer came on board with a letter for me, from the municipal 
authorities at Paranagudé, which I inclose, together with a copy of my reply, sent by the same 

erson. 
On the Ist July, 4 a.m., I commenced getting the prizes under weigh, and taking them in tow, 
astern the “ Lucy Ann,” with a hawser from the starboard side of the “ Cormorant,” the “ Sereia,” 
and the “ Donna Anna” or “ Leonidas,” with hawsers on our portside, one astern of the other; 
and by 7:30 a.M., after much anxiety, owing to the tide and wind, the zeal and judgment of my first 
lieutenant and the master being most acceptable, I got my strings of vessels round the right way, 
and proceeded down the river. 

At 9:30 I went to quarters and prepared for opposition in passing the fort, having learnt from a 
canoe, that the authorities at the town had desired the commanding officer of the fort to stop our 

ogress. 
es At 10°10, being about a mile from the fortaleza, the fort fired a blank gun, and a boat left the 
shore ; I eased the engines, being in a narrow channel with vessels towing astern, I could not stop 
altogether; the fort then fired a shot across our bows, and the shore boat put back; I ordered the 
men to their guns, in two minutes a shot from the fort dropped short under the counter, and a third 
passed over the forecastle, when I opened a fire of round shot and shells from my starboard guns, 
going full speed with the engines ; the firing now became general on both sides; and notwithstand- 
ing our rapid movement through the channel, some of our shot and shell told beautifully, 5 

At 10°50 a.m., we had passed the front face of the battery, and being unable to return the 
raking fire from the sea face of it, in consequence of the vessels in tow, I was confined to shelling 
the fort from the stern gun, as the opening between the vessels would admit, the fort continuing to 
fire at the vessels astern, when the shot fell short of the “ Cormorant.” 

At 11 a.M., our shells falling short, I ceased firing, and at 11-30 there not being water to cross 
the bar, I anchored, and sent parties to burn the two brigs I had in tow, which, drifting in flames 
on the reefs, soon dashed to pieces, in sight of the fort and the people on shore. 

T regret to report the loss of one man killed, Richard Bowden, stoker, who was struck by a 
round shot, and two slightly wounded, Mr. William Donnison, assistant engincer, and Alfred 
Ward, midshipman’s steward. 

The damages are trifling: on examination of the hull, five shots struck the starboard side, the 
coppers on the galley damaged, and one of the cocks shot away, and the pipe on the lower deck, of 
Hearle’s pump, shot away. 

I have pleasure in expressing to you the zeal and activity which has animated all under my 
command during this interesting service, and I beg specially to record the ability and talent exercised 
by my first lieutenant, Mr. Charles M. Luckraft, both when in command of the boats aud in rendering 
me much assistance in our operations on board the ship. 

The coolness and judgment of Mr. Sulivan, the master, in the various shoal places we have had 
to visit, and particularly in conducting the “Cormorant,” with the prizes, through the intricate 
passage, past the fort under fire, renders the assistance I received from him worthy of my warmest 
acknowledgment. 

At 4:30, I weighed and proceeded towing the detained ship across the bar; and on the morning 
of the 2nd instant, havi ing given Mr. John Carnegie, mate, his sailing orders, and all the documents 
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necessary for the Queen’s Proctor to possess, relative to the vessels destroyed, I dispatched him with 
Mr. E. C. Smyth, master’s assistant, and a crew of ten men, to St. Helena, proceeding in the 
“ Cormorant,” to rejoin your flag and report my proceedings, which I have the honour to do this 
day, having communicated with the Acting Consul at Santos, on the Srd instant. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ’ HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 216. 


sr of the dimensions and causes of seizure of the brigantine “ Rival,” at Rio Frio, on the 26th 
June; the “ Sereia,” and “ Donna Anna,” brigs; “ Lucy Ann,” ship; and destruction, by my 
own crew, of “ Astro,” brigantine, off Cotinga, Paranagué River, June 29, 1850. 


“ Rivay.” 
Ft. In. 
Length along deck a of aed oe ove ove oo 108 0 
Mean breadth of these measures... sae es eee oes oe 25 0 
Depth down pump-well ... oes ove ons ae eee ove 16 6 
Length of rise on deck ... ae i ie eee ase ied 15 0 
Depth of ditto se ase ove ove ove ie aes 5 0 
Breadth of ditto sf a ae6 aes ove ees wee 140 


Causes for Seizure. 


1. Cant for laying slave-deck on complete, fore and aft. 
‘2. After-part of slave-deck laid complete, as ‘far forward as after-part of main-mast, under which 
were :— 
3. Large leaguers, capable of holding 200 gallons each. 
4. Numerous necessary-tubs. 
5. Provision-tubs. 
6. Slave-tins, 
7. Dark binnacles. 
‘8. Large open hatchways, four in number; main-hatchway, 14 feet by 8'feet, before which was a— 
9. Large space on the deck, coppered ; fitted, and capable to receive slave-coppers of the largest 
dimensions. 
TO. ‘Grating-hatches. 
11. A rise on deck of 15 feet by 14 feet, ‘ the top of which being removed, exposed a place for air 
larger than main-hatchway. 
‘12. The usual slave-vessel smell. 
13. The vessel was defended, and one boat sunk by the crew, to prevent boarding, by throwing iron 
‘ pigs of ballast, and other missiles, into her. 


“ Sergi.” 


Dimensions. 
? Ft. In. 
Length along deck from fore-part of ane to after-part of stern eee ave 112 4 
Mean breadth of these measures... eee soe ase oe 24 0 
Depth down pump-well to under-side of deck” eo oes oe ane 1465 
Causes for Seizure. 
1. Large open hatchways. 
2. Cant and planking for slave-deck complete. 
8. Full of large leaguers, too large to go down hatchways. 
4. A quantity of bags of farinha. 
5. Dark binnacles. 
6. Two guns loaded with grape. 
« Donna Anna,” alias“ LEontDas.” 
Dimensions. 
Ft. In. 
Length along deck from fore-part of stern-post to after-part of stern “eee! see 112 9 
Mean breadth of these measures... ase ove ae tes oo 24 4 
Depth down pump-well on a ove eee bee awe (1611 


Causes for Seizure. 


1. After slave-deck laid and stowed with farinha. 
2. Tiers of large leaguers of water. f 
3. Quantity of plank for remainder of slave-deck, and cant cumin for same. 


320 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


4. Upper deck fitted to receive slave-coppers. 
5. Large open hatchways. 

6. Dark binnacles. 

7. Full of farinha, rice, &c., in bags. 

8. Two guns, loaded with grape. 


“ Camponeza,” alias “ Campzapora,” alias “ Lucy ANN.” 


: Ft. In. 
Length along deck see ie os ook ae Pet see 98 11 
Mean breadth of these measures... sn iss im ie san 23 10; 
Depth down pump-well ... in ss eax Ree asi ay 19 9 

Causes for Seizure. 
I. Fine large hatchways. 
2. Full of leaguers with water in. 
8. A complete slave-deck, fitted and laid. 
4. Dark binnacles. 
5. One gun, loaded with grape and canister. 
6. Several stand of arms, loaded with ball, and primed. 
“ Astro,” alias “Fiora.” (Sunk by own Crew.) 
Dimensions. 
Feet. 
Length of deck, as near as could be taken from the position of the vessel, being sunk in 6 fathoms sae 
water eee ae soe eee See oes a aes 

Breadth about midships, as near as could be taken ove oo oes oes 24 


The vessel when the above measures were taken, was sunk in 6 fathoms water, soft muddy bot- 
tom and the spars above water were as square as those of the “ Leonidas.” 


Evidence. 


Being deserted and sunk in the night by her crew, before I could board her, in the waters of 
Paranagua, off Island of Cotinga, my boats being occupied in seizing and securing other vessels at 
the same anchorage, I can only transmit a part of the vessel, which I witnessed taken from her when 
under water, on my visiting her for examination on the morning of 30th of June, having seen her all 
ataunto the evening before, and as she had lately been blockaded in Santos harbour, by both Her 
Majesty’s steam-ships “ Rifleman " and “ Cormorant,” previous to her escape to this anchorage as a 
slaver, about to sail with fittings for slaves, and reported to me by Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Santos, as such, and stated by some of the crew of the captured vessels, who afterwards left at their 
own request, to be so, and also being down in all slave information lists as one of Pinto’s regular 
slavers. 

This act in my presence, under the circumstances, is offered as evidence of her being a slaver, 
destroyed to prevent my receiving the benefit of her capture, previous to sending her for adjudication. 

T have also to add that she was landing things all the afternoon, whilst my boats were seizing the 


other slave-vessels. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 216. 


QUESTIONS asked by Brazilian boarding-boat, and answers given, both parties speaking French. 
Q.. The name of Vessel ? 
A. “Cormorant.” 
Q. The name of the Commander? 
A. Captain H. Schomberg, R.N. 
Q. Where are you from ? 
A. Rio de Janeiro. 
Q. How many days or hours of passage ? 
A. Three days. if : 
Q. What is your object in coming here ? 
A. For the reason I said before, in obedience to the orders of his Excellency the English 
Admiral, Commander-in-chief. 
Q. Have you come for any other reason ? 
A. None. 
oy ed you intend to land, or have any affairs with the shore here ? 
» No. 
Q. Have you any sickness on board? 


A, None. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 
“ Cormorant,” off Island of Cotinga, Paranagué River, June 29, 1850. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 216. 


' 


Commander Schomberg to the Commandant of the Fort at Paranagud. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” off Paranagud, June 29, 1850. 

HAVING instructions from the British Naval Commander-in-chief on this station to examine 

_ all vessels suspected, and to seize all that are engaged in the Traffic of Slaves, wherever I meet them, 

in furtherance of the perpetual joint Convention of 1826, between the Governments of the Brazils 
and of Great Britain, I beg to state that my object in entering the port of Paranagué is the examina- 
tion and prevention of any further Slave Traffic by the well-known slave brig ‘‘ Sereia,” of whose 
approaching departure from this harbour with impunity, I have been apprised, and begging at the 
same time to mention, for your information, the constant sailing of slavers from Paranaguaé under 
Brazilian colours. 

I trust a mutual effort and co-operation on your part for the accomplishment of the spirit of 
the Treaty, may strengthen my exertions in this vicinity in carrying out the combined views of the 
two Governments according to the said Convention. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, 


Commander. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 216. 
The Municipal Judge of Paranagud to Commander Schomberg. 


(Translation. ) Paranagud, Province of St. Paul's, June 30, 1850. 


THE Undersigned, municipal judge of the district of Paranagu&, in the Province of St. Paul's, 
having witnessed the iniquitous act practised yesterday afternoon in the port of this city, by the © 
Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's steam-vessel “ Cormorant,” who, without the least attention 
or respect for the national flag, captured within the said port three Brazilian vessels anchored in it, 
conceives it his rigorous duty to protest against the said Commander of the “ Cormorant” for the losses 
and damages incurred by the subjects of the empire on account of the said capture. The very aggra- 
vating circumstances which preceded this unheard-of act practised by the Commander of the “ Cor- 
morant.” are of such weight, that the Undersigned would be compelled to qualify the said act as 
deliberate piracy, were he not restrained by the respect due to the English flag, when under it acts 
have been practised of a very different nature to those alluded to. 

It is impossible for the Undersigned to believe that the Commander of the ‘‘ Cormorant” is ignorant 
of the most essential principles of international right, and consequently of the rigorous obligation of 
that said officer to observe and respect the territorial waters of a friendly nation. 

It was therefore with the greatest surprise, that the Undersigned received a verbal communication 
from the guarda mor (chief officer) of the custom-house of this city, informing him that the Com- 
mander of the “ Cormorant” had told him that he had come to this port to detain or capture any vessel 
engaged in the illicit Trafficin Africans; adding, that for this proceeding, he was not called upon to 
give any satisfaction to the authorities of the place. The Undersigned would be wanting in his duty 
were he not to repel, in the hypothesis of this communication being true, such unmeasured arrogance ; 
and in fact he does repel it, because soon afterwards he saw it realized. The Undersigned also 
hastens to make known to the Commander of the “Cormorant,” that even though it be proved that 
the vessels now captured are engaged in the illicit Traffic of Slaves, as they are anchored within the 
port of this city, it becomes the duty of the authorities of the country to procced in conformity with 
the laws concerning the Traffic. 

The Undersigned regrets extremely, that as the Commander of the “ Cormorant” has practised 
acts herein set forth, against the sovereignty and dignity of his nation, he is not empowered to repel 
such acts, except by means of the protest which he now makes. 

Finally, the Undersigned has to request the Commander of the “ Cormorant” to have the 
goodness to acknowledge receipt of the said protest. 

(Signed) FILESTRIO NUNES PIRES. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 216. 


Commander Schomberg to the Municipal Judge at Paranagud. 


Sir, a “ Cormorant,” off Cotinga, June 30, 1850. 


IN reply to your despatch just received, I have only to express to you, that in seizing Brazilian 
or English vessels, or vessels without any nationality, in the waters of Paranagud, or anywhere in 


Cuass A. 
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the ports or roadsteads of Brazil, engaged in or fitted for the Slave Trade, I am executing the strict 
orders I have received from the British Naval Commander-in-chief on this station, to whom I shall 
Jose no time in referring your protest. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, 
Commander. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 216. 
Orders issued by Commander Schomberg, 5. 


YOU are hereby required and directed to take charge of the captured Brazilian slave-ship’ 
“Lucy Ann,” alias ‘‘ Camponeza,” alias ‘‘ Campeadora,” with Mr. Smyth, Master’s Assistant, and 
the men named in the Prize List, with whose assistance you are to navigate her to the Island of 
St. Helena. 

Immediately on your arrival there you will report yourself to the Governor, and to the Senior 
Naval Officer present; and you will deliver to Mr. Knipe, Queen’s Proctor, the accompanying 
despatches, numbered | to 6. 

You are to pay strict attention to the discipline and health of the men under your charge, and 
to inspect their arms, &e. daily. 

You will take all possible care of the vessel, furniture, cargo, &c. For the prevention of 
embezzlement, excess or irregularity of any sort, you are to take an inventory of the same as soon 
after leaving this place as possible; and if you find any papers you will preserve them to produce at 
the trial. 

You will keep a Log of your proceedings, and return to Rio, to rejoin your ship, with Mr. 
Smyth and the men, by the first opportunity. 

You are supplied with forty-nine days’ provisions, which you will take all possible care of, and 
issue according to the Queen's Regulations. 

Given on board the ‘‘ Cormorant,” off Cotinga, the 30th June, 1850. 

(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 
To Mr. John Carnegie, Mate of H.M. Sloop “ Cormorant.” 





Inclosure 8 in No. 216. 
Order issued by Rear- Admiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) 
(No. 16, Standing Order.) Southampton, off Rio de Janeiro, June'22, 1850. 


THE following extract from a letter dated the 22d of April, 1850, addressed by the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Secretary of the Admiralty, is promulgated for the 
information and guidance of the squadron under my orders, when cruizing for the suppression of the 
Slave-Trade on the coast of Brazil :— 

“ The Acts of Parliament of 1839 and of 1845 contain no restrictions as to the limits within 
“which the Search, Detention, and Capture of Slave-Traders under the Brazilian Flag, or without 
“any Nationality, are to take place; and therefore such proceedings may be had at any place within 
“the Brazilian Waters, as well as on the High Seas. 

“H. M. Government would not feel any greater difficulty in replying to Representations 
“ from the Brazilian Government against Captures of Slavers made in Brazilian Waters, or Ports, 
“than they would in replying to representations against such captures made on the High Seas.” 

And the Squadron is hereby further apprised of a practice which has lately been extensively 
pursued of transporting slaves from the coast of Brazil to the Island of Cuba; and it is said that the 
Brazilian ship ‘‘ Tentation” landed 800 slaves on the coast of Cuba in the month of February last. 

(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, Rear-Admiral, 
To the respective Captains, 5c. on the South-East Coast of America. 





No. 217, 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
September 21.) 


Sir, “€ Southampton,” Rio Janeiro, July 11, 1850. 


I BEG to transmit for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a report from Lord Francis Russell, of having captured and scuttled 
the Brazilian schooner ‘ Velho do Dia.” 
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This vessel has been reported twice lately in the lists furnished to me by 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, and from 
the accompanying report it would appear that her master acknowledged him- 
self and crew to be engaged in the Slave Trade. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 217. 
Commander Lord Francie Bussell to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Tweed,” Rio de Janeiro, July 8, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrival at this port, having cruized as directed by 
your orders of the 25th May last, in suppression of the Slave Trade. 

On the 5th instant, I am happy to inform you, when in latitude 23° 20’, and longitude 43° 
west, I fell in with a very suspicious looking schooner, and as there was little or no wind at the 
time, I dispatched a boat in charge of Lieutenant Loch to board her, which he succeeded in doin 
without the slightest opposition being shown. She then hoisted Brazilian colours, and she era 
to be the “Velho do Dia,” of Rio de Janeiro ; her master, a Portuguese, by name Antonio Germano 
Soares, produced his papers, and stated that he was a coaster, bound to Campos ; but as everything 
on board her was suspicious, Lieutenant Loch detained her until I closed, when I immediately went 
on board and made a very rigid examination of her, and found as follows :— 

Her hatchways were all unusually large, her main hatchway being ten feet long, and in addi- 
tion to the regular number of hatchways she had five large scuttles cut in her deck. 

The galley, or fireplace and fittings, were excessively large, such aa generally used in slave 
‘eesels, 

Below it could be distinctly seen that her slave-deck had but recently been taken up, as the 
marks of the cleats and the whole line of deck could be plainly traced, and the streak was numbered 
from one to fourteen for relaying the slave-deck, besides which the disagreeable eflluvia below 
clearly proved that she had had slaves on board but a short time before. 

No log could be produced, and the master denied having a chronometer on board, but never- 
theless one was found hidden in the sand forming part of the ballast. 

She had nothing in the shape of cargo but a little sand for ballast, and a quantity of fixed 
iron ballast, which, however, was scarcely enough to keep her upright under canvas ; her tonnage 
was about 150, and she was equipped with spare sails, spars, and flying kites of every description, 
and she had seven ports cut in each side for sweeps. 

On my acquainting her master that I intended to send him to St. Helena for adjudication, the 
whole of her crew said that she was unsafe to go to any distant port in her present condition, and 
without more ballast she would most certainly capsize, and the master said that he was well aware 
that he stood no chance in defending the vessel, and acknowledged himself and crew to be engaged 
in the Slave Trade, and that he was bound to Campos to complete his equipments, and thut he 
would give me a certificate to that effect, which I procured ; I then directed a survey to be held on 
the vessel, to ascertain her seaworthiness, and the report was that she was very crank, and that it 
would be placing the lives of the prize crew and prisoners in jeopardy to send her to any port for 
adjudication. I therefore had her scuttled, together with everything on board, having previously 
vemoved the prisoners to Her Majesty's sloop under my command. 

The erew consisted of nine persons, including the master, and I soon discovered that they were 
anything but strangers to Her Majesty's cruizers ; one, in particular, who spoke a little English, 
eonfessed he had made twenty-three voyages to the Coast, out of which he had been captured seven 
times, enumerating the vessels which had taken him ; the master even acknowledged that he had 
been taken by the “Contest.” Waiting your further directions, 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. J. RUSSELL, Commander. 





No. 218. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
September 21.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, July 13, 1850. 

I BEG you will lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty an 
extract from the proceedings of the “Cormorant,” on a cruize between the 7th 
and 138th instant, from which it appears that the Sub-delegado of Police at 
Guarapari threw the protection of the Brazilian Government ovcr a slave 
schooner which was boarded by the boats of the “Cormorant” in Guarapari 
Bay. 

2T2 
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If there were any reason to hope that the Brazilian Government would 
carry the law into effect, and deal with the crew of the “ Feiticeira’” as pirates, 
I should hail this interference of the Sub-delegado of Police as a movement in 
a right direction, but it will prove a protection of the slaver rather than a 
punishment of the pirate; however, in the meantime I have represented the 
case to Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, and I have also approved of Com- 
mander Schomberg’s having recognized the claim of the Government under 
the circumstances, as I consider it desirable to avoid giving any just cause of 
complaint of disrespect to the authorities of the Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 218. 
Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1850. 


ON the 10th, at about 11 a.m., I observed through an opening over the island forming Guara- 
pari harbour, the masts of a schooner wearing a Spanish burgee. avg cleared for action, and 
shotted the guna, I steamed into the Bay of Guarapari ; and discovering the very small entrance of 
the river (which, within its mouth, forms a small harbour, having about four fathoms water abreast 
the houses), I stopped the engines, and sent Lieutenant de Kantzow in a whale-boat to reconnoitre 
the mouth of the river. and take a view of the harbour ; he observed three soldiers going towards 
the vessel near the point. 

Having hoisted out the starboard paddle-box boat, I sent the first lieutenant, Mr. Luckraft, with 
her, and two cutters, armed, with officers in them, to examine the schooner, and anything else which 
looked suspicious up the river, placing the “Cormorant” in a covering position, and anchoring. 

About the time the boats shoved off, the schooner was observed from the ship to have a pendant 
up, and she wore Brazilian colours. 

On the boats arriving near the schooner, they were hailed by a man from the shore, cautioning’ 
Lieutenant Luckraft to mind what he was about, the vessel being in charge of the Brazilian 
Government. 

On going on board, three soldiers were found in charge of her, and one of the crew was on 
board. On asking him her name, he said the “ Velho do Dia ;” and on inquiring of the soldiers, 
they did not know. 

On Lieutenant Luckraft examining her, he found a cant all round for the slave-deck, deck fitted 
for large coppers, large hatchways fitted for gratings, and hair of negroes sticking to beams above 
where her slave-deck had been, with the usual smell of slavers. 

Her papers, which were found in a locker, were not in the custody of any Brazilian officer. 
Among them was a manifest, dated in 1849, stating her cargo to be fifty casks of water as ballast, 
farinha, beans, arms, &c., with medicine-chest for Campeché and Sizal. 

One of the coldiers said this vessel had been in their custody four months, another ‘four days, 
and the other two days. On Lieutenant de Kantzow landing, he was informed by one party that 
her name was the “ Brazil,” and by another man, who seemed to be the captain or supercargo, that 
it was the “ Fetticeira.” He was also abused because the English came into their harbours and 
burnt their ships. This man said that the vessel was built at Mangaratiba, and the only voyage 
she had made was to Vittoria ; and having lost her masts she put in here, and to-morrow was going 
with a cargo of wood to Rio de Janeiro. 

Lieutenant Luckraft having waited for my instructions, when I went on board I looked at her 
fittings, and received her papers from him ; and having heard his statement of the condition of the 
vessel, I proceeded, taking with me Lieutenant de Kantzow, who speaks Portuguese fluently, to the 
house of the Sub-delegate of Police, who told me the vessel had been there four months, and that, 
suspecting her of Slave Traffic, he had yesterday taken possession of her in the name of the 
Brazilian Government (though Lieutenant de Kantzow heard him say to another person, that he 
only came down from the monntains this morning). 

He remonstrated with me on interfering with the vessel which was in his custody, and said 
he would put ten men on board at night-time for her safe custody, from her crew. I told him that 
she was aslaver, and that I must take her, unless he would give me an official document to produce 
to the British Naval Commander-in-chief, stating that she was in his custody, on behalf of the 
Brazilian Government, which circumstance would be reported to his Government by my Admiral, 
on ais arrival at Rio. 

he Sub-delegado, who wore a ribbon, and had a black secretary by him, requested me to state 
in writing what I had said, which having done (as per copy of letter inclosed), he wrote me an 
answer, a copy of the translation of which I inclose, and asked me for the ship's papers, which I 
then returned to him, saying, the British Government would require of his Government the condem- 
nation of the vessel I had left in his possession, as @ slaver, in fulfilment of the Treaty. Hesaid he 
would be tried by their laws, the result of which he could not predict. 

Having taken leave from the vessel of the Sub-delegado, who was standing on the beach, I 
returned with my boats to the “ Cormorant.” 

The measurement of the vessel was as follows :— 

Length es - é fy 80 feet. 
Breadth . ° . 
Depth of hold 

and her registered tonnage in her papers, 95 tons, 
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Now, Sir, from the various explanations received from each party, so opposite in their nature, 
the confusion of the parties concerned, the appearance of the place and its inhabitants, and the 
conclusive liabilities of the vessel to condemnation in a British Admiralty Court, as being engaged 
in the Slave Trade, I feel quite confident in pronouncing her to have been lately engaged in the 
West India Slave Trade, and most probably one of those vessels I am directed to look out for, in 
the latter part of your Standing Order No. 16; and nothing but an extreme deference 
to the dignity of the nation having a part in the Convention of the 28rd November, 1826, could 
have induced me to relinquish under such circumstances, to Senhor Joaquim Ramalhete Maya, 
Sub-delegate of Police at Guarapari, the possession of the Brazilian schooner “ Feiticeira,” which he, 
in his official capacity assured me, both verbally and in writing, was at the time she was boarded by 
my officer, in his custody on behalf of the Brazilian Government, on suspicion of being engaged in 
the Slave Trade. 


° 





Inclosure 2 in No. 218. 
Commander Schomberg to the Sub-delegate of Police at Guarapari. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” off Guarapari, July 10, 1850. 
ON receiving @ written statement from you for the British Naval Commander-in-chief, that 
the slave-vessel “ Feiticeira” ia detained by you in the name of the Brazilian Government, I shall 
have much pleasure in leaving her in your possession, reporting the same to your Government. 
through my Admiral, on arrival at Rio de Janeiro. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG, Commander. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 218. 


The Sub-delegate of Police at Guarapari to Commander Schomberg. 


(Translation.) Sub-delegacy of Police of the Town of Guarapari, 
Illustrious Sir, July 10, 1850. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE receipt of your letter dated to-day, in which you ask me whether I have 
captured the schooner “ Feiticeira,” lying at anchor in this port, and which put into this port in a 
damaged and leaky state, having lost one mast, and had sailed from the city of Victoria. In reply 
I have to state to you, that the said schooner is under the surveillance of the police, upon suspicion 
of being employed in the illicit Slave Trade. I have further to inform you, Sir, that the said vessel’s 
case has been submitted to the consideration of the Government of this province, and therefore I 
have to request that you will return the papers of the said vessel which were delivered to you. 


God preserve, &c. 
(Signed) JOAQUIM RAMALHETE, 
Major, Sub-delegate of Police. 





No. 219. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—( Received September 21.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1850. 


I BEG you to be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the accompanying correspondence, which has passed between me and 
Commodore George W. Storer, commanding the United States’ Naval Forces on 
this coast, upon the subject of the “Cormorant” having fired a shot to bring-to 
the American steam-vessel “ New World;” and the “Spider” having boarded the 
American barque “ Kingston,” to ascertain her nationality. 

In my desire to prevent the Commodore from having any case on which to 
base a complaint to Her Majesty’s Government, I have treated this subject with 
a seriousness quite beyond its merits, for neither the “Cormorant” nor “Spider” 
did anything beyond what is fully authorized by their Lordships’ instructions for 
the guidance of officers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade; and 
considering that the Government of the United States is represented in those 
instructions as ‘‘far from claiming that the flag of the Union should give 
immunity to those who have no right to bear it,” I cannot understand upon what 
pretence the Commodore can designate the act of the “ Cormorant” as an outrage 
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upon the flag of the United States, and request of me that the officer responsible 
for the act should be “suitably punished.” 

I would beg to call their Lordships’ attention to the capture of the slaver 
“ Paulina,” reported in my letter to you of January 22, 1850, where the vessel 
was very nearly given up, in consequence of the impudent assumption of 
American nationality by a man named Murray, who professed to be her captain 
and a native of the United States; and as their Lordships are aware, the 
ordinary practice of slave-vessels, both on this coast and on that of Africa, is to 
hoist American colours, with the hope of escaping being overhauled. Under 
these circumstances it is evident that if the views of Commodore Storer were 
enforced, the Slave Trade might proceed almost with impunity. 

I hope the conciliatory tone of my last letter to the Commodore may 
have the effect of terminating the correspondence; but I was equally sanguine 
when I desired Commander Schomberg to furnish direct to the Commo- 
dore (as the “Cormorant” was then in company with the “ Brandywine”), 
a statement of the firing a gun to bring-to the American merchant-steamer, 
which I expected to prove satisfactory; and in the event of the Commodore 
remaining still dissatisfied, I beg to decline any further correspondence, and 
shall be happy to receive their Lordships directions upon the subject. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, Rear-Admiral. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 219. u 
Commodore Storer to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Brandywine,” Rio de Janeiro, March 12, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a letter from E. Wakeman, commanding the 
American steamer “ New World.” 

Presuming that the steamer which fired the shot belonged to Her Britannic Majesty, from the 
circumstance of her having English colours flying, I have to request that you will be pleased to 
examine into the fact, whether this outrage upon the flag of the United States was perpetrated by 
by one of Her Majesty’s vessels; and if it should prove to be the case, that the act Bs promptly 
disavowed, and the officer responsible for it suitably punished, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. W. STORER, 
Commanding United States’ Naval Forces, Coast of Brazil, 
f 





Inclosure 2 in No. 219. 


Mr. Wakeman to Commodore Storer. 


Dear Sir, Quarantine Ground, Rio de Janeiro, March 12, 1850. 


ON Sunday the 10th of March, at 10 a.at., having just left soundings in six fathoms water 
off Cape St. Thomas, discovered the upper spars of a large steamer, bearing south. At 10-30 am. 
saw her lower yards: made her out to be a barque-rigged steamer, stecring eastward, with all her 
canvass furled. At this time he hauled up to the northw ard, and set his jib; wind from north and 
east—found he was steering direct for us, At 11 a.m. he had neared us considerably, bearing 
S.E.; he showed an English. ensign at his mizen-peak. I hoisted the American ensign at our 
mizen immediately, and being very short of coal, having only enough to run the “New World” 
into port, I concluded to lose no unnecessary time. At 11-30 a. I could see his copper plain 
from the deck. Latitude at noon 22° 23’ south; at thie time he fired a blank cartridge from one 
of his starboard forward guns. Finding that he intended to stop us, we opened her for a few 
minutes, just to let him see what an “American engine” could do. He soon found himself 
rapidly falling astern, when he kept her off “two points,” and fired a shot at us, which fell short of 
us about 500 yards on our larboard quarter; the wind increasing from N.E., he hauled up again, 
and set all sail in chase ; in one hour he was “hull down,” but still continued the chase. At 2 p.m. 
he hauled upon the wind and gave up the chase, head in shore. She was a very fine clean-looking 
full-rigged barque, with white tops to her wheel-houses, She looked in every respect like one of 
Her Majesty’s “ war-steamers” on the look out for slavers, I should suppose her to be a vessel of 
about 2000 tons, wearing heavy ordnance. 

(Signed) E. WAKEMAN, 
Of steamer “ New World.” 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 219. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to Commodore Storer. 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, April 1, 1850. 

ON arriving here this afternoon I had the honour to receive your letter dated the 12th ultimo, 
requesting me to examine into the case of a steamer of war, under English colours, having fired 
shot at the United States’ steamer “ New World,” on the 10th ultimo. 

I beg to inform you that I have not heard anything of the circumstance, but will take the 
earliest opportunity of making the necessary inquiries. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, 
Rear-Admiral, Commander-in-chief. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 219. 
Commodore Storer to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Brandywine,” Monte Video, June 18, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of April Ist in reply 
to mine of March 12th, in relation to a steamer, under English colours, firing a shot at the Ameri- 
can steamer “ New World.” 

I herewith inclose a communication from Commander Herbert Schomberg, of Her Britannic 
Majesty’s steamer ‘‘ Cormorant,” which reached me on the 15th instant; a letter which I deem 
exceptionable. I cannot carry on @ correspondence with a subordinate officer upon so grave a 
subject, and therefore again request your attention to my communication of March 12th. Inclosed - 
is a copy of a letter addressed to me by Thomas Patrick, master of American barque “ Kingston,” 
to which I beg to call your attention. 

I 


am, &e. 
(Signed) G. W. STORER, 
Commanding United States’ Naval Forces, Coast of Brazil. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 219. 
Commander Schomberg to Commodore Storer. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Rio de Janeiro, May 13, 1850. 

IN communicating yesterday at sea with my Commander-in-chief, Rear-Admiral Reynolds, I 
was not a little surprised at having it intimated to me, by him, that a circumstance which occurred 
during a cruize of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘ Cormorant,” under my command, in the 
Bay of St. Anne’s, on the 10th of last March, as related to you in a letter of the 12th of that 
month, from Rio de Janeiro, signed by a person named E. Wakeman, of the steamer “New 
World,” should have caused you to report my conduct to my Commander-in-chief, as an outrage on 
the flag of the United States, a flag for which I have always felt the greatest respect. 

Rear-Admiral Reynolds further informed me that he had forwarded to me, on the receipt of 
your communication, written directions to wait personally upon you at that anchorage, and explain 
in detail the circumstances of the case, which I am only prevented from fulfilling by my departure 
from Monte Video, previous to the receipt of his despatch. I however hasten (in compliance with 
my Commander-in-chief’s directions) to narrate the circumstances in writing. 

On the 10th March I was cruizing in Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Cormorant,” with 
my engines disconnected, between Macahé and the shoal off Cape St. Thomé, where several cargoes 
of slaves were at that time expected, closer in shore than the general track of vessels bound round 
Cape Frio. About 11 a.m. I observed a steamer to windward, coming down along shore, appa- 
rently steering for the bottom of the bay. Not feeling justified in allowing a vessel of her descrip- 
tion to pass by me without endeavouring to make myself acquainted with her nature, particularly 
as steam-vessels have been remarkable for their Slave Traffic on this coast lately, and as this 
vessel appeared to have an engine of high pressure, working an unusually long connecting-rod 
above the deck, which gave her great speed, and was in a very suspicious neighbourhood ; I there- 
fore connected my engines, and drew forward the fires of two of my boilers, and neared her so as 
to show her my wish to communicate. On my hoisting the British ensign and pendant, she showed 
American colours. 

I think, Sir, in the course of conversation with you formerly, I have expressed how v 
difficult it is when employed for the suppression of the Slave Trade, to satisfy oneself that deception 
is not exercised by vessels in their assumption of American nationality ; and, indeed, I very lately, 
by the direction of my Commander-in-chief, offered you a delinquent (Murray), who nearly suc- 
ceeded in deceiving me, on my capture of the “ Pauling” slave-barque, by false claims to the 
protection of the United States. 

Having experienced such practical deceptions, you cannot wonder that I felt desirous to ascer- 
tain the legal character of this stranger, for which purpose I steered a course which I thought 
would cut her off, under easy steam, and no sail (except fore and aft), wishing to avoid causing her 
to deviate more than possible from her course, and also being desirous to adopt such means only as 
might enable me to attain my object, without appearing coercive, naturally supposing, if a lawful 
trader, she would not endeavour to avoid me. About 12-40 p.m., finding my delicacy was misplaced, 
I fired a blank cartridge from a foremost broadside gun, yawing, which being unheeded, I steered 
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after her, and fired a shot wide and short of her, to strengthen my first appeal; and as a proof of 
being actuated by more forbearance than such conduct deserved, I did not even clear away my 
heavy chase gun, with which I might have reached her, had I wished. I thought it as well to make 
sail, on the breeze freshening, and chase a little to see if she would alter her mind, which, however, 
she did not do, but on the contrary seemed to feed her fires, to show off her engines extrava- 
gantly,—far from economizing, as the state of her coal bunkers in her letter to you would lead you 
toexpect. In her narrative to you I observed no hint at any injury received, but the written 
exhibition of her feat seems exultingly tinctured with her defiance of that legal maritime authority 
to which, when in distress, it often seems so convenient to refer. 

In the proccedings of my cruizing, which had not reached my Commander-in-chief at the time 
he wrote my directions to wait upon you, I had stated the little satisfaction I felt in the forbearance 
I had shown when endeavouring to communicate with a vessel showing American colours, of whose 
nationality, from his own conduct, I felt some suspicion. 

Now, Sir, having fully stated all that can be necessary, I trust it will appear to you that the 
motives which governed my proceedings have been misconstrued by you; and I trust that I have 
made it manifest to you, that no intemperate assumption of authority has been exercised by me 
towards a vessel bearing the flag of the United States. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 219. 


Extract from Log of the “ Kingston.” 
Monte Video, April 8, 1850. 
THE following is an extract from the log-book of the American barque ‘ Kingston,” dated 
March 13, 1850, in relation to that vessel having been boarded by an English cruizer or 
mail-packet, supposed to be the “Spider,” as well as the remarks of Captain Patrick on that 
occasion. 


Extract from the Log, March 13. 


These twenty-four hours commence with light winds from the southward, and cloudy; at 
3-20 p.m, a sail in sight on the lee beam, at 3°30 she showed English colours, which we answered 
by showing the American colours, and hauling up the mainsail, ready to heave the after-yards 
aback ; at 4 P.m., fired a signal gun for us to heave-to, which was done immediately, when they 
lowered a boat, and sent an officer on board, who examined some papers, and passed some remarks 
with the captain, and left us to proceed on our course. 


Remarks of Captain Patrick. 


At about 3:30 p.m, on the 13th March (sea account), I was called from the cabin by the first 
officer, who reported a sail on the lee-beam, showing English colours ; I immediately went on deck, 
when things proceeded as per log-book. 

The officer who came on board said he had come to have a look; I replied, Here she is, you 
can look at her; he glanced his eyes around. I then asked him if there was anything more to be 
done, he said he wished to see my last clearance, which I showed him; my register was laying on 
the table, which he also looked at, and noted her tonnage, class, my name, where she belonged to, 
&c., in a note-book which he had in his pocket; he thén passed some temporary remarks, and 
apologized for the detention, and left me. 

I would here remark, that throughout the whole occasion the officer acted in a very gentle- 


manly manner. 
(Signed) THOS. W. PATRICK, 
Master of the barque “Kingston.” 





Inclosure 7 in No. 219. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to Commodore Storer. 


Sir, « Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, July 22, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 18th ultimo, and I 
regret that the statement Commander Schomberg made to you should be deemed exceptionable, for 
that explanation gives the most explicit assurance that he has always entertained the greatest 
respect for the flag of the United States; and I feel confident that every officer under my com- 
mand, agreeably with my stringent orders upon the subject, would cordially co-operate with me in 
avoiding any act which could be construed into a want of consideration for that flag. 

I think, Sir, that you must be aware that two-thirds of the Traffic in Slaves on this coast is 
carried on by vessels fraudulently assuming the American flag, and that consequently Her 
Majesty’s cruizers are compelled to board vessels to ascertain their nationality, or otherwise to 
allow slavers to escape when they illegally hoist an honourable flag; and nothing more than this 
was desired in Commander Schomberg’s wishing to communicate with the “New World.” 

With respect to the “ Spider’s” boarding the “Kingston,” it appears to have been done in a 
courteous manner ; and Captain Patrick bears testimony to the gentlemanly conduct of the boarding 
officer, and kindly furnished him with several late newspapers. 

In conclusion, I beg to assure you that I will reiterate the cautions I have given, that every 
care be taken not to cause delay to the merchant-vessels of the United States. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, 


Rear-Admiral, Commander-in-chief. 


LEE LETT IT SA PE EE. IT CT EN SEE OE SE ECA OE SEITE PSOE ‘ 
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No. 220. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received October 23.) 


“ Centaur,” West Bay, Princes Island, 
Sir, © July 19, 1850. 

I HAVE to request you will do me the honour to lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, the accompanying copies of a letter and 
journal which I have received from Lieutenant Forbes, of Her Majesty’s brigan- 
tine ‘‘ Bonetta,” detailing the particulars of his late mission with Mr. Beecroft 
to the King of Dahomey, with a statement of the expenses incurred by him. 

Although the mission has not had an immediate satisfactory result, I still 
entertain a hope that it may lead to measures which will cause the abolition of 
the Slave Trade in the King’s dominions. 

The decision and intelligence manifested by Lieutenant Forbes on this 
occasion, quite confirm the opinion which caused me to select him for the 
service, first to accompany the late Mr. Duncan, and I beg therefore to recom- 
mend him as an officer deserving their Lordships’ approbation. 

Lieutenant Forbes is the bearer of Mr. Beecroft’s despatches to the Foreign 
Office, and also of a letter from the King of Dahomey, and a present from him 
of two country cloths to Her Majesty the Queen. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 220. 
Lieutenant Forbes to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Bonetta,” West Bay, Princes Island, July 8, 1850. 

IN inclosing my journal reporting my proceedings on my late mission to Dahomey, I have the 
honour to state that, May 14th I landed at Whydah with Mr. Consul Beecroft, and arrived at 
Abomey May 26, where I remained six weeks; returned to Whydah and reimbarked, July 12, on 
board the “ Bonetta,” and resumed the command of her. 

Having had several interviews and conversations with His Majesty the King of Dahomey and 
his Ministers, I nave formed the following conclusions: 

Ist. That the King of Dahomey will not give up the Slave Trade without some show of 
coercion. 

2nd. That His Majesty's Ministers are one and all slave-dealers, and if the King was willing, 
he has not the power to treat. 

8rd. That His Majesty’s wealth has been much exaggerated. 

4th. That there is no Dahomey nation, but a few chiefs holding feudal rights under a high 
chief, Gézo. The case of Jim McCarthy, mentioned in my journal of proceedings, will point out 
the fear entertained of the stoppage of all trade. 

His Majesty’s recommendation to the Queen to stop the trade in the ports from Quittah to 
Lagos, illustrates the efficiency of such a demonstration on Whydah. 

The King is about to make war on Abbeokuta; Mr. Beecroft and myself have explained to him 
that in Abbeokuta dwell many British subjects, and that Sagbua, the chief, has sought British 

rotection. 

If it were represented to King Gézo, that if he makes war on Abbeokuta he declares war upon 
England, it would perhaps save Abbeokuta, or enable you to stop the trade at Whydah, which, if the 
King does not open by relinquishing the Slave Trade, will in a very short time ruin the country. 

A present of powder and musket-balls would raise the oe # the Abbeokutians, 

ave, &e. 
(Signed) F, E, FORBES, Lieut. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 220. 


Journal of Lieutenant Forbes, on his Mission to Dahomey. 
(Extract.) 
May 13.—Arrived off Whydah, and embarked on board Her Majesty's ship “ Phoenix,” where 
Thad the honour of being introduced to Mr. Beecroft. 
May \4.—Landed, surf rather high, one chest of muskets; twenty lost. Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Kingfisher” saluted, twenty guns. British fort saluted as we entered the town of Whydah. 
Crass A. 2U 


French flag last visit 
was white. 


Antonio did not ac- 
company the other Da 
Souza, he remained to 
ship slaves for the 
family, but fortunately 
the “ Gladiator” took 
the slaver. She was 
consigned to the 
Charchar, 
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May 15.—6 a.m. Visited Viceroy, and introduced Mr. Beecroft as' Her Majesty’s Consul, and 
explained to him our position as Her Majesty's Plenipotentiaries. Took private apartments in the 
British fort. 

May 16.—Viceroy sent to apologize, as a King’s messenger had arrived, that he could not call. 

May 17.—Viceroy called. He starts on 20th; we are to start 2ist. Isidore da Souza is 
Charchar, Ignatio da Souza, Cabooceer, Antonio da Souza, Amigo del Rey; three appointments 
out of one that their father enjoyed—the reason obvious :* His Majesty receives three presents. 

May 18.—Called on the Charchar to thank him for the use of his canoes to land Her Majesty’s 
presents. All appeared poverty and decay. 

May 19.—Sunday. 

May 20.—Received 2 casks 80 dollars of cowries. 

May 21.—Sent on baggage. 

At 5 started, and at 9 arrived at Torree. ~ 

May 22.—Arrived at Allahdah. In the evening, Charchar and Ignatio da Souza arrived with 
the ostentation, dirt, and display of African officials. 

May 23.— Arrived at Wybagou. 

May 24.—Crosced the swamp, rather bad; arrived at Zobardoh, and put up ima neat fann- 
house in a fine cultivated country. 

May 25.—Arrived at Canamina. This being the same route I took in my last mission, I do not 
describe it. Cana deserves a line in praise. The level park lands, the high state of cultivation, 
neatness and cleanliness of habitation, aged of both sexes, sereneness of atmosphere, all combined, 
lead the ideas far from Africa, slavery, and sacrifices. Dahomey, ‘carrying war and devastation into 
all the neighbouring countries, has herself enjoyed the sweets of peace. It is not the Dahomans who 
war, but forced mercenaries ; nor are the Dahomans much the gainers by these harassing slave-hunts 
—old age is decapitated to ornament the Palace, strength and youth sold to enrich the Brazils, their 
proceeds wasted at the horrible and ridiculous customs of Hivae noo ee wha, occurring once a-year. 
Charchar arrived. Sent to Abomey to report our arrival; received in answer that we rise at cock- 
crow and proceed. 

May 26.—At 7 arrived at Abomey. Immediately inside the gate, on wheels (a present from 
the late Charchar), was a brigantine abont twenty-eight feet long, well rigged, under all plain sail, 
union-jack at the fore, French tricolor at the peak. Dressed in full uniform, Charchar and Brazi- 
lians arrived and took ground a-head of us, attended by 140 armed slaves in Nahoman uniforms. 
At 9 we were met by the Cabooceers. I have described a meeting before. The Charchar was bent 
on giving us his left, in which he failed, and to show his bad taste muttered audibly, “ politico, 
politico.” A messenger arriving from the King addressed him, in hopes that he and his ‘‘ whites” 
were quite well, he was constrained to pass on to us and thus showed we were two parties. It is 
somewhat odd that the late Da Souza was the patron of nearly all English visitors to Abomey, Mr. 
Duncan, Dr. Dickson, and nearly so to Mr. Cruickshanks. Forming procession, the Cabooceers 
preceded them, Mr. Beecroft and myself followed by the Charchar, the guns of the saluting battery 
firing twenty-one guns in honour of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and thirteen each for Her Majesty's 
Plenipotentiaries. The King’s reception was much the same as described in my former mission, we 
were received first, and the Charchar “passed” first; honours were divided. The court-yard was 
decorated with flags of all colours, among them many union-jacks, intended doubtless as a compli- 
ment, although the only other great display was of human skulls. I remarked last journal, that the 
skull-ornaments of the wall were in many parts blown down; now there are few left, and the King 
has no intention of renewing them; yet how inconsistent! the Palaver-House in the centre of the 
square was ornamented with 148 newly cleaned from the Okeadon war (one of the most cowardly 
acts that exer disgraced a tyrant); the only other ornament was a gaudy tent in front of the Palace, 
under which was a state chair. At noon we were permitted to retire to our new home in the Mayo’s 
palace, having taken a mixture, in the United States called “stone wall,” of rum, gin, brandy, beer, 
hock, limonade gazeuse, besides liqueurs. In the evening the Mayo visited. 

May 27.—The Mayo visited and invited us to be present at his levee. 

The Palace of Dangelahcordeh has many gates; to-day at each gate a Minister held his levee. 
At 2 p.m. we arrived at the Mayo’s, whose canopy of umbrellas formed the apex from which a ring 
was extended here and there studded with umbrellas and banners: ona high stool of state sat the 
Minister, surrounded by his officers, who left a lane in front for new-comers to advance through and 
salute the chief. On our arrival we were seated on his right, and exchanged compliments in a glass 
of Frontiguac. In the ring were two bands, and in gaudy attire two troubadours (the only appro- 
priate names for them; they were not minstrels and certainly not ballad-singers, but between the 
two); each carried a staff of office,—a blue crutch stick with a device carved in the staff, and to 
each stick was a yellow handkerchief. They sang about the wars of the Dahomans and histories of 
the Kings of Dahomey; in this way only are the records kept. The troubadours were father and 
son, and the office is hereditary and lucrative; if failing male heir, by adoption. First, the elder 
sang how the King had conquered Attabpam; but the greatest achievement appeared to be in the 
capturing of a lady, on which he had bestowed a largesse on the troubadours; then how the King 
had killed Ahchardee, King of Jena; and, pointing to a handsome tunic and Damask-silk crimson 
Turkish trousers, gave me his clothes. He then sang at length in praise of Queen Victoria, the 
friend of Gézo, for which we gave him a breaker of rum. A court fool, with whitewashed face, 
surmounted by a slouched hat, exercised his ingenuity; but not being initiate in the idiom of the 
language his witticisms were lost to us. : 

About an hour after our arrival, headed by guards, banners, and official emblems, arrived His 
Majesty’s sisters and daughters, followed by bands of discordant music and attendants carrying 
changes of raiment, gandily dressed in cotton cloths and coral and Popoe beads. The Princesses, about 
thirty in number, took possession on our right in front, and made it very;warm. The elder trouba- 
dour was soon dismissed, the younger pleased better. After remaining about an hour, the royal 
ladies rose en masse, and each producing a small decanter, which it appeared was her prerogative to 
have filled with rum, assailed the aged Minister. A scene followed, highly derogatory to the dignity 
of royalty. As soon as all were satisfied, they took leave, and forming procession marched off to the 
next gate, where a similar scene followed. During this time the Mayo received shis friends, and 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 331 


entertained each with a glass before he dismissed him; all knelt when approaching him, and threw 
dirt on their heads. Taking leave, we called in at the Viceroy’s levee, who regaled us with beer and 
effervescing lemonade. These levees are called Zandro. 

May 28—At 8 a.M., in full uniform, we were commanded to the Palace, and according to the 
court etiquette, were gazed at by the many-headed for an hour. During the customs each Minister, 
Cabooceer, or military officer, has to assemble his men at 6, and when dressed and ready (every 
morning), to make the circuit of the Palace Square in procession three times. At the arrival at the 

te in each round, he has to prostrate, while his retainers fire, dance and sing; this finished, if on 

ty, he places his insignia of office under a long tent, and stretches himself on a mat until required ; 
if not, he plants his umbrella, and, seated on his stool, holds a short levee, and then retires. At 9 
we entered the Palace, and were shown to the entrée of the audience-chamber; His Majesty lounged 
onabed. There were present, the Mayo, Eeavoogau, Camboodee, Toonoonoo, and Maehaepah, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Viceroy of Whydah, Treasurer, Head Eunuch, and the Amazon Grand 
Vizier. The seal of Her Majesty's letter having been broken by the King, Mr. Beecroft read it in 
short sentences to the interpreters (three, and unfortunately none of the best). 

As far as could be judged, His Majesty received its contents with pleasure; promised to con- 
sider the question. Directed us to view his customs well. 

From certain remarks elucidated concerning the emoluments of the Slave Trade, we considered 
it prudent to acquaint His Majesty that we were authorized to offer a subsidy, and we were in power 
to put it in force immediately His Majesty should enter into treaty; but that it was impossible to 
pronounce the sum until we had witnessed his disbursements. 

The interview was flattering. On our return sent the Queen’s gracious presents. (List 
annexed.) 

The Ministers and Cabooceers paraded the town at the head of their bands and retainers, firing 
constantly. 

May 29.—At 7:30 we were again ushered into the audience entrée, now occupied by Maehaepah, 
very busy winding up, one after another, eight Sam Slick’s clocks, some upside down, others on their 
sides, and one, by mistake, in its proper position; from this state we rescued them, but not before I 
had horrified the stately dame by placing one foot within the sacred precincts of the Harem. To 
prevent so unprecedented an occurrence, the Maehaepah and Toonoonoo knelt one on each side the 
threshold, and thus exhibited clocks, musical-boxes, watches, &c. on the particular efficacies of each 
of which we were called upon to dilate. 

At 10 we passed through another gate, entering a large court-yard ; on the opposite side, under 
a canopy of umbrellas of every colour, and ornamented with strange devices, sat the King on a sofa, 
and over him a small European parasol of crimson velvet and gold. His Majesty wore a blue 
flowered satin robe, a gold laced hat, and sandals ornamented with silver, round his neck a neat gold 
chain. 

On the side of the court occupied by the throne sat the royal wives and female officers, all well 
dressed in a- variegation of silks, cloths, &c., and the Amazons in full uniform, all seated on their 
hams, rested the stocks of their long Danish muskets on the ground, while the polished barrels stood 
up like a forest. In one part of the female group sat twenty-eight with blue crutch sticks, each 
ornamented with a yellow handkerchief; these were the sticks of office of the female troubadours, and 
each was to relate in her own way the romance of history of Dahomey. 

Standing facing the throne (the Mayo, Eeavoogau, and Cabooceer of the British fort, Heechelee, 
lay prostrated, throwing dirt on their heads), we bowed three times to the King. This was a neutral 
ground, and was occupied during the day by the Maehaepah and Toonoonoo, or the female grand 
vizier and head eunuch, who, on their knees, communicated the royal pleasure or any message; the 
King, being guarded by his Amazons, could not be approached by one of the opposite sex. On this 
neutral ground were the skulls of kings in calabashes, surrounding a newly-turned heap, which 
contained the head of a victim sacrificed last night, his body to be buried under the tent (pole) to be 
used by His Majesty to-morrow. Some of these skulls were ornamented with brass, copper, coral, 
&c.; one in a copper pan illustrated a fearful tale of treachery and murder, the skull of Ahchardee, 
Chief of Jena. The history may not be out of place in this journal. 

Onsih, King of Jena, died; and Dikkon, heir-apparent, hated, was rejected. He escaped to 
Dahomey, then reigned over by Adonooza, and implored him to march upon Jena; Adonooza 
refused, his mother being a Jena woman. Ahchardee (until they should choose a king) was nomi- 
nated President; Adonooza deposed. Gézo marched an army three successive years against Ahb- 
chardee, and was each time defeated. Resolved to effect by stratagem what he had failed to do by 
open war, Gézo invited Ahbchardee to Dahomey to witness his customs. Receiving hostages and 
presents, he came, and was returned loaded with presents. A second year he was allowed to go back 
unmolested. The third, he came with near a thousand traders, at the custom called ‘“ Ek anee noo 
ah toh meh.” He was thrown with the victims, sacrificed, his people taken into slavery. 

After saluting the Monarch we turned round, and on the opposite side were from 300 to 400 
males, Ministers, Cabooceers, officers and soldiers. As with the Amazons, in one part were twenty- 
eight sticks belonging to troubadours ; all were shaded by large umbrellas. Immediately opposite 
the throne were chairs and a table set with decanters and glasses for ourselves, under a canopy of 
handsome umbrellas; on the right sat the Charchar and the Brazilians, similarly accommodated. 

Taking our seats, the coup-d'eil was very pleasing ; all were well dressed; the Ministers and 
Caboocecrs in flowing robes. Besides the diversity of colour in dress and umbrellas, there were also 
numbers of banners and Fetish ornaments. The day’s jubilee is named “ Eb nah ek begh” (the day 
of giving). 


Business commenced by two male troubadours introducing themselves; then one at a time recited 
the exaggerated accounts of the wild warlike adventures of Gézo and his ancestors; interlucent 
praises and visionary accounts of the future. As though gratifving to the Monarch who had deposed 
him, they desecrated the name of his brother Adonooza, as totally unfit to reign over a powerful and 
brave nation such as the Daboman. At the mention of the name of any member of the Royal 
Family deceased, all the Ministers, Cabooceers, and officers, male and female, had to prostrate and 
kiss the dust, &c. The troubadours by no means spared them: they hailed Gézo as the greatest of 
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African Monarchs ; he had only to command and it was done ; enumerateed all the conquered states. 
That any country that insulted Dahomey must fall; and there still remained three to conquer, 
Tappah, Yaruba, and Abbeokuta. (In the Jena war, the Yarubas—a purt of whom the Dahomans 
consider a separate nation from the Abbeokutians—assisted against Dahomey. In the Okeadon war, 
in 1848, the Abbeokutians took an Amazon general (umbrella) and standard and regiment, and, as 
the Dahomans term it, “made children for them.”) Two Amazons next spouted their visionary 
lore, amusing themselves at times calling on the multitude to laugh for joy at the recital of the 
King’s exploits ; when first, the females would exercise their risible faculties, then the males give a 
sort of Irish howl ; now and again the singers called on the multitude to join chorus, which was 
readily complied with. As each two were attended by a discordant band, there was no lack of 
music. : 

The only innovations were: Ist. Ahhopeh, the King’s brother, spoke of the impropriety of 
removing cowries, to be distributed from the market at night, stating that as there were so many 
strangers in the town, it would be dangerous to tempt them, particularly as the penalty, even to 
Prince, would be death. The King concurred, and agreed that the cowries should be distributed on 
the 31st, and removed at 4 A.M. of that day. 2nd. At noon His Majesty crossed over, and took a 
glass of liqueur with us (being covered by cloths while he did so). Guns fired, Ministers and 
Cabooceers danced, and all huzzaed. 

As each two, male or female, of the troubadours finished their lays, they received a present for 
themselves and bands, in all about thirty, thus :— 


Cowries, 28 heads or dollars. 
Cloth, 28} pieces, or 28 dollars. 
Handkerchiefs, 4 pieces. 

Rum, 2 gallons. 


The total expense of this day by my calculation was, cowries, 784 dollars; cloth, 784 dollars; 
handkerchiefs, 102 dollars ; rum, 28 dollars: in all 1698 dollars. 

At 3 p.M., raining hard, we were commanded to retire. 

Seated five hours over damp ground. Had it not been for the novelty, would, doubtless, have 
been irksome. : 

In the evening, the Mayo, Eeavoogau, and Nearwhey, attended by the royal command to 
explain to us the expenses of the day, and brought strings of cowries, which we had to count, to satisfy 
ourselves of the correctness of their statement, which ran as follows: cowries, 7,540 dollars ; cloth, 
644 pieces; iron armlets, 92 in number; rum, 140 bottles. Further, that His Majesty had that 
morning thrown away 400 dollar heads of cowries, and 40 pieces of cloth, and intended that night to 
throw away 800 dollars heads of cowries ; that the sum total of the day’s expenses was 26,000 dollars 
in value. 

At 8 p.m., when we left, only four males and four females had been paid; we allowed all to be 

aid, and that would have taken till at least 8 p.M., and these officers were with us at 6 P.M. His 
ajesty, we had expected, would take every advantage of us; but this was rather too much; it 
reminded me of the stories handed down by the late Da Souza, with which he fed English visitors. 
And well may the Royal Exchange be laid at 300,000 dollars per annum, when (at the most liberal 
allowance) the expenses, actually 1698 dollars, are given as 26,000 dollars. The description of the 
“‘ Ek gnee noo ah toh meh” will, I trust, prove, together with Ahhohpeh’s speech, that neither the 
800 nor 400 dollars were distributed; whilst the custom called “Ak bah tong ek beh” will pretty 
well illustrate the impossibility of the gross sum, 26,000 dollars in cowries and cloth, being distributed 
in one day by the Dahoman Monarch. 

Before leaving, the Mayo solemnly charged us, that neither ourselves nor our servants be found 
in the streets to-night ; His Majesty was going to sacrifice to the manes of his ancestors. 

May 30.—At 7°30 we started for the Palace. Ata little distance from our house, the road was 
fenced off; the King’s wives were going to carry goods to market, and no one might meet them. 

At the foot of the ladder ascending to the Palaver-House, in the square of the Palace of 
Dangelahcordeh, lay six newly-cut-off human heads, the blood still oozing; at the threshold of the 
entrance gate was a pool of human blood. Within, the scene was entirely different from yesterday : 
in the centre of the Palace court stood a huge crimson cloth tent, forty feet high and of forty feet 
diameter, ornamented with devices of men cutting off other's heads, calabashes full of human heads, 
and other emblems of brutality and barbarity ; on the top stood the figure of a Dahoman, with half 
his head shaved, supporting a staff from which flew a white standard; on it was emblazoned a jar 
having one skull for a stopper, standing in a large dish on three other skulls (blue). Although the 
King had not arrived, we had to pay the same compliment as yesterday (similarly attended) to the 
throne, which was inside the tent, around which were the Amazons, wives, &c. On the neutral 
ground were the same skulls. Turning round our position faced His Majesty’s, and about were the 
Ministers, &c., all dressed, as near as possible alike, in red striped flowing robes, and laden with 
necklaces. Ina short time His Majesty arrived dressed in a coloured silk robe and laced hat. 
Having taking his seat on the throne under the tent, the business of the day commenced by a pro- 
cession of fifty-eight Ministers and Cabooceers, each carrying a sword, a scimitar, and a club; after 
passing the throne three times, all prostrated and threw dirt on their heads. 

To give the whole account would be to make this journal prolix; I shall therefore annex a pro- 
gramme of the processions, which lasted till 3 p.m., and comprised between 6000 and 7000 people, 
and here merely make a few comments. 


The day’s custom is called ‘‘ Ek bah tong ek beh” (carrying goods to market), and is really a 
display of as much of the whole wealth of the Monarch as can be, without material damage, drawn or 
carried to the market of Ahjahhee and back, a distance, both ways, of about a mile. ‘The day was 
cloudy, and the dresses by no means good. From the programme a very fair calculation of the actual 
wealth of the King may be made: 1793 women carried cowries, each three heads, on an average, 
some not more than half a head; being in total 5,379 heads of cowries or dollars. Among the 
display of wealth were many articles of little value—some 50 pots-de-chambre, to wit—His Majesty 
could not be aware of the use of; 90 women carried common jugs; 170 carried each one piece of 
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cloth cut in two and rolled ; 46 ditto white baft ditto; 47 carried each six Dutch pipes; 70 ditto 
empty blue bottles; 50 carried a washing-jug each. It has been frequently related to me, that His 
Majesty possesses whole services of plate. How ridiculous! All his silver ornaments were displayed 
to-day, and his artisan brother, Sohsar, and Hatongee, the silversmith, were by command seated near 
us to explain their value. In all they were 90 in number, carried by as many women; among them 
coffee-pots, tea-pots, cream-jugs, and baskets of European manufacture ; 33 were silver-headed canes, 
and the remainder large hollow ornaments of native make. Of the fashion of His Majesty’s knives 
and forks we had a daily sample, and certes, they would be of equal curiosity in England as 
Dahomey, of iron. ; 

The collection of a country fair, carried in a similar manner, would have far exceeded the wealth 
displayed in valuc and appearance. The dresses of a minor theatre would have excelled. 

Tn a country like Dahomey it is an immense collection, but when the exactions of the Monarch 
are considered, scarcely to be wondered at ; ifa Dahoman receives a present he must lay it before the 
King, and if admired, even the Prime Minister would find it more to his interest to forego it. 

Besides goods carried, there were several bands of troops, male and female, and several tasteful 
groups at different periods took position, danced and sang before the King. Bands were playing in 
all directions ; dwarfs, hunchbacks, court fools, albinos, besides an ostrich and an emu, and several 
dogs of strange breed strolled about the neutral ground; lastly came the ancient ladies, and those 
holding offices of regal rank, with the insignia of their separate offices; among them numbers of 
human skulls in drums, banners, knives, &c. These were disgusting enough, but to behold twelve 
unfortunate human victims for to-morrow’s sacrifice—carried round, eight on men’s, four on women’s 
heads, bound hand and foot and tied in small canoes, dressed in white with high glazed red caps, 
followed by an alligator and a cat, also for sacrifices,—was fearfully so. As the victims passed the 
throne of their superstitious tyrant they were halted, and addressed by the Mayo on the munificence 
of the Monarch, who sent them each a head of cowries wherewith to purchase a last meal. 

Once during the day the King left his tent to pay us a visit and drink a glass of liqueur. 

As yesterday, the Maehaepah and Toonoonoo were continually engaged, and each point of the 
proceedings was explained to us through this channel from His Majesty. 

At 8 it rained hard, and we were allowed to leave, with much to reflect upon. 

Rum was distributed in bottles co the different companies, and about 800 dollars in cowries. 

May 31.—At 7 a.M. we were summoned to witness the custom called “ Ek gaee noo ahtoh” 
(thowing away cowries from Ahtoh). 


As we left our house His Majesty was passing, and sent us a bottle of rum. Joining in pro- 
cession we were followed by the Amazon host. Passing round the walls of the Palace of Dangehlah- 
cordeh we arrived on an open ground called Ahjahhee, at once the market-place and parade-ground, 
and now occupied by a huge raised platform, hung with cloths and ornamented with banners of every 
hue, among them two union-jacks, and surmounted by huge umbrellas and small tents. On the west 
side of this platform of Ahtoh was a fence-work of prickly acacia, outside of which was a band of 
soldiers, inside fourteen human beings for sacrifice. As soon as the King arrived he ascended the 
Ahtoh, and immediately several bands of naked men (unless a grass cloth bag round the waist be 
termed clothing) marched past ; in each band several rode on the shoulders of others; headmen; 
these were the soldiers of the King, his sons, the Ministers and Cabooceers. 

I believe it has hitherto been supposed that on this particular day of the customs, His Majesty 
enjoys a species of liberality unknown in the annals of the histories of any other known nations, in 
the scrambling to his people, goods of all descriptions,—cowries, silk, tobacco, rum, &c., and also live 
sacrifices. 1 say I believe so, for such has been my own opinion, deduced from Dalyell and from 
report. Such is by no means the case. 

The public are not admitted to the scramble, and the whole performance is a cheat. The scram- 
blers, as has been stated, are the soldiers (about 300), and the goods are their pay, and this day did 
not amount to more than 1000 dollars in cowries, and 300 dollars in cloth. ‘The throwing away 
eceupied between seven and eight hours. 

Taking seats on the left, the King (all being hustled together) addressed the scramblers, directing 
them not to fight or quarrel, and having thrown a few by way of trial, commanded us into his 
presence. Ascending the Ahtoh, the scene was extraordinary: the floor was laid with rushes, and on 
it about 3000 heads of cowries, and 500 pieces of cloth, besides rum and tobacco; at one end, under 
a gorgeous umbrella, dressed in a black waistcoat, a cotton cloth round his loins, anda white nightcap. 
stood the King, labouring hard “ throwing goods.” Under a range of umbrellas, facing the multitude, 
stood the Ministers and Cabooceers, one of which remained vacant for our use; the back part of the 
Ahtoh was occupied by small tents for the ladies of the Harem; while, as we entered, under separate 
canopies, were two tables set with decanters, &c., for ourselves and the Charchar to retire to. 

Taking our stand under the umbrella, the crowd appeared to be one living mass of humanity. 
Cowries became the property of the lucky ones who caught them ; but not so the cloths,—no sooner 
caught, than if not handed to the headmen riders, a fight ensued terrible to behold, the riders 
running over the mob as if on dry land, and it was sure to be found. 

As the mass oscillated, it emitted an effuvium only to be compared to the fetid vapour that rises 
from the over-crowded decks of a slave-ship, and a steam arose as dense as the miasm from a swamp. 
A guard of soldiers paraded the area during the day. 

Soon after our arrival, His Majesty sent us a present of ten heads of cowries and two pieces of 
cloth, 

During the day, as will be seen by the programme, several presents were given, altogether to 
the amount of 1000 heads of cowries, and about 200 pieces of cloth, a little rum and tobacco. 
Among the recipients were two Kings, an Ashantee ambassador, a head mallum, &c. 

About noon the brigantine before alluded to was drawn up, and a lane made through the mob; a 
boat on wheels put off to land her cargo of rum, cloth, and cowries, &c. At 10 we breakfasted, sup~ 
plied by His Majesty, and after breakfast joined the King in “throwing away.” It was easy to 
observe that one party was the grand receiver, and that party the King’s. Acting on this, a man 
named Pohvehsoo, captain of musketoons and court fool, and as we have since heard, headsman, had 
ingratiated himself; knowing him to be the King’s friend, we aimed three cloths filled with cowries at 
him ; having received the third, His Majesty ordered him off, as having had enough. 


At least so we were 
told, but they were 
wrapt in cloths, 
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If I were to conclude the history of this day’s customs here, I should merely remark that there 
might be a policy in making appear munificence, the distribution of a sum of money, that if doled out 
to each individually would prove a miserable pittance, although it tendered much to debase the minds 
of his people, if that were possible. But what follows is almost too revolting to be recorded. 

As if by general consent, and evincing a slight dawning of decency, hardly to be expected from 
these truly barbarians, silence reigned, and when broken, the eunuchs would strike a metal instrument 
each was supplied with, to enforce it, sounding the knell of eleven unfortunate human beings, whose 
only crime, known to their persecutors, was that they belonged to a nation Dahomey had warred 
against, Attahpam. Out of fourteen now brought upon the platform, we, the unworthy instruments 
of Providence, succeediug in saving the lives of three. Lashed as described in yesterday’s journal, 
except that only four were in boats, the remainder in baskets, these unfortunates, gagged, met the 
gaze of their enemies with a firmness perfectly astonishing ;—not a sigh was breathed. One cowardly 
villain put his hands to the eyes of a victim, who sat with his head down to feel for moisture; finding 
none, he drew upon himself the ridicule of his hellish coadjutors. 

Ten of these human offerings to the vitiated appetite of his soldiers, and the alligator and cat, 
were guarded by the male soldiers, and to the right of the King; four to the left were guarded by 
women. 

Being commanded into the presence, the King asked if we wished to be present at the sacrifice; 
with horror we declined, and begged to be allowed to save a few by purchasing. After a little hesi- 
tation, we were asked which we would have; I exclaimed the first and last of the ten, while Mr. 
Beecroft claimed the nearest of the four, and 100 dollars being stated as the price, was gladly 
accepted. In all my life I never saw such coolness so near death: the most attentive ear could not 
have caught the breath of a sigh—it did not look reality, yet it soon proved fearfully so. 

Retiring to our seats, the King insisted on our viewing the place of sacrifice. Immediately 
under the Royal canopy were six or eight executioners, armed with large knives, grinning horribiy ; 
the mob now armed with clubs and branches, yelled furiously, calling upon the King to “ feed them— 
they were hungry.” 

Scarcely had we reached our seats, when a demoniac yelling caused us to look back. The King 
was showing the immolations to his people, and now they were raised high over the heads of their 
carriers, while the Monarch made a speech to the soldiers, telling them that these were of the 
prisoners from Attahpam; he called their names. ‘The Charchar left at the same time with our- 
selves; but Ignatio and Antonio da Souza remained spectators. 

The unfortunate being nearest the King, stripped of his clothes, was now placed on end on the 
parapet, the King giving the upper part of the boat an impetus, a descent of twelve feet stunned the 
victim, aud before animation could return, the head was off; the body, beaten by the mob, was 
dragged by the heels to a pit at a little distance, and there ieft a prey to wolves and vultures. 

After the third the King retired; not so the slave-merchauts, When all was over, at 3 P.M, 
we were permitted to retire; at the foot of the ladder in the boats and baskets lay the bleeding 
heads. It is my duty to describe; I leave exposition to the reader. 

The expenses in money, &c., expended this day was 2,700 dollars; out of the 3000 heads on 
the platform, 1000 remained when all was over. 

June \.—At noon we sallied forth to witness a novel sight; a review, half males, half Amazons. 
The custom is called “ Eh dah sol ek begh” (firing guns). The parade-ground in the Ahjahhee 
market-place was now clear, the Ahtoh had disappeared, and all that remained to mark the fearful 
tragedy of yesterday, were the stains of blood emitting a pestilential stench. 

Having taken our seats under some shady trees, the troops marched past in the following order. 
First came the Cabooceers and their retainers, some 300; Jastly, the King’s levees, and those of the 
Royal Family, in all 4,400 men; then came the Amazons in the same order, 2,400. In each regi- 
ment or company, first came the armed, then the banners, stool of office, followed by the officers 
under umbrellas; lastly, the band. In the rear of each of the King’s levees, male and female, was 
an equal number of stools, banners, drums, and umbrellas, all ornamented with skulls and jaw- 
bones. 

At 12:30 His Majesty arrived, and took his seat on a high stool under a canopy of umbrellas. 
On his left the Charchar; on his right Mr. Beecroft and myself. Under the canopy were none but 
males. Toonoonoo remained outside, and Maehaepah hovered in the neighbourhood, ready to com- 
municate, if required. 

The King must be aware of the consequences of too often raising the evil passions of men, and 
too long indulging his people with murder. As if by the power of Aladdin's lamp, to-day they were 
a changed nation, totally military; the King was a soldier, ia French grey tunic, short trousers, and 
fur skull cap, no sandals and no ornaments except a neat cartouche-box and other military apparel. 
The hunchback and dwarf vied with the court fool in military address; in all this there was nothing 
very extraordinary; but when, in the midst of the Amazons stood the royal mother, wives, female 
ministers, all in uniform, and armed each with a musket, sword, and club, and which each by her 
actions showed she knew well how to use, the Monarch looked to us, as if to say, “ Did you ever 
witness the like of this?” All were well, and many handsomely, uniformly, dressed. 

The whole marched past a second and a third time. 77 banners and 160 huge umbrellas flirted 
by the bearers, muskets ornamented with ribbons, flying aloft to be caught again, together enlivening 
the scene; while 55 discordant bands, and the shouts of soldiery as they hailed the Monarch, almost 
deafened the observer. 

The retainers of the Ministers and Cabooceers now occupied the ground at the farther end of 
the field, when first the royal male levees (headed by an emblem of a leopard killing a snake, on a 
staff) advanced, skirmishing to the foot of the throne, keeping up a constant fire. In front was @ 
regiment of blunderbuss-men, bush-rangers in green grass surtouts. Halting in front, they gave the 
salute, holding up their muskets with their right hands, their lett rattling a small metal rattle each 
soldier wears round the neck; while some, having light pieces, flung them aloft to catch them again; 
all the officers prostrating, and throwing dirt on their heads. 

The King rose and left the canopy, said one or two words to them, and receiving a light musket 
from an aide-de-camp, fired it, and received one of many now offered. He then danced a war-dance. 
It commenced with a quick-step march; presently he halted, and putting his hand over his eyes, 
scanned the distance, sent out scouts; danced again, again halted; now certain the enemy was in 
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sight, fired his piece. The soldiers shouted, fired, advaneed, and retired, and the King returned to Bringing his piece to 

his seat, shaking hands with us, telling us he had been to war. the shoulder. 
Domingo José Martins arrived (sixteen hours from Whydah). The soldiers sang, and in their He had hammock-men 

song thanked Martins for some powder and muskets he had given last war. As these marched off, all along the road. 

the Amazons advanced in the same order, keeping up a constant fire from muskets, blunderbusses, 

ausketoons, and wall-pieces ; forming a half-circle in front of the canopy, they saluted the King, 

who, after a parley between those two grave reasoners, the Maehaepah and Toonoonoo, again quitted 

the stool and performed a war-dance. The Amazons vow sang, and introduced Domingo, for the 

same reason, in the following verse, which they repeated several times: 


Tune—* Jim along José.” 
Dae mee goo 0 
Sooto ah noo o 
Ah dae mee Gézo. 


(Domingo gave us muskets to fight for Gézo.) 


After much dancing and singing, they marched off and took ground to the left, forming a 
canopy of umbrellas in their centre for the officers, all seated on their hams, their Danish muskets oa 
end, became spectators of the remaining part of the review. 

The remainder was a sort of presentation of chiefs and officers to the King, while the retainers 
marched past, firing constantly. The order was as follows :—First, the retainers enfilading between 
two Fetish-houses, about 200 yards from the throne, would commence firing, and march, edging to 
the right; the Cabooceers and officers would leave the body, and, arrived at the foot of the throne, 
prostrate, and throw dirt on their heads, while the Toonoonoo called their names and rank. The 
Cabooccer then knelt, and receiving a bottle of rum, followed his retainers. All the Cabooceers 
having passed, among them Ignatio da Souza (who stood), to whom the King went out, and he 
having declined to dance, His Majesty shamed him into doing so by setting him the example. The 
Ministers went through the same ceremony. The only other time the King left the tent was to 
throw some rum on a black pudding of human blood, carried by Fetish-men, At 6°30 the review 
ended, and we were permitted to retire, much pleased with the day’s amugement. 

During the whole proceedings, order and discipline were observable; the uniformity of dress 
exceedingly striking. The show of colours, variety of the flat-topped umbrellas, various devices and 
emblems like the eagles of the Romans, the highly-polished muskets, all combined,—the effect was as 
pleasing as it was novel. 

I am now accustomed to skulls, but a sense of disgust arose when the King sent the Meigau’s 
drinking (war) cup for our inspection—it was a polished human skull The Meigau, the highest 
officer in the realm, holds, among other offices, that of hereditary headsman,—uoder a Dahoman 
Monarch, no sinecure, although he has a band of subordinates. : 

The 6,800 soldiers reviewed, with perhaps an equal number on the frontiers, form the standing To leave the frontiers 
army of Dahomey; certainly not more than 14,000 male and female, and nearly all foreigners, open, anid the Pie. 
bought, or prisoners of war. When the King makes war, he levies, according to its capabilities, sasek: 
from each town and district; but, I should say, never marched more than 20,000 to war, leaving 
about 8000 armed men under the Mayo to protect his capital and frontiers. 

I do not think His Majesty gave us credit for being able to count his troops, but we had done so 
before he arrived on the ground; and luckily we had, for afterwards several of the largest regiments 
would march past twice, and one of them three times, thus swelling out the apparent numbers, 

During the day he appeared anxious we should have every information, and frequeutly sent the 
names of the chiefs as they passed. 

June 2.—Sunday, and luckily a quiet day. The Mayo called, conversed on trade, but I am not 
of opinion we made much impression on the Minister, who, besides being himself a slave-dealer, is 
too old. He did pretty well by his visit in obtaining two gold rings and a new silk handkerchief as a 
present. His call was to ask us to obtain for His Majesty some silk of a certain pattern the King 
had had twenty years. 

June 3.—Again the custom called “ Ek bah tong ek begh,” and preceded as before by six 
human sacrifices, which lay in two heaps under the steps of the Palaver-House, as we passed into the 
court of the Palace of Dangelahcordeh at 7°30 a.u. 

The day was fine, and the dresses beautiful in appearance; the tent and positions the same. 
The opening scene, the procession of Ministers and Cabooceers, was as splendid as it could have 
been: all wore crimson and yellow slashed silk robes, and over these the Ministers wore crimson 
silk-velvet cloaks trimmed with gold. Bands of singers, males and females, dressed in scarlet tunics 
and many silver ornaments, were grouped in different parts. The procession was mainly the same, 
the dresses of the carriers finer or rather more gaudy. Several carriages and wheeled chairs were 
drawn past, and cloth, velvet, silk, coral, &c., took the place of cowries. As the procession passed, 
ladies (attended by guards of Amazons) magnificently dressed in the most showy silks, satins, and 
velvets, with hats and plumes of the time of Charles IL, would take position opposite the throne, and 
sing and dance before the King, who was habited in a black slouched hat almost covered with gold 
embroidery, a blue and white robe, and sandals. His Majesty seldom left the tent. A great part of 
the Amazons were in scarlet or crimson tunics. 

The aged ladies, dressed out in scarlet, crimson, or light blue, as they passed in procession, 
attended by a paraphernalia of skull ornaments, as banners, drums, &c., had their trains borne by 
maidens in gaudy attire, and were each followed by a guard of Amazons. 

Among the groups the most showy were the Paice six ladies; one wore a Charles II hat and 
milk-white plume; the other five wore gilt helmits with red and green plumes, tunics of scarlet and 
gold, with bands of green satin, and waist-belts of blue and green silk; coral bead necklaces, silver 
gauntlets and armlets, attended by 200 Amazons under arms in scarlet tunics; also a group of six 
ex-ladies of the royal chamber, all mothers by the King, and his present favourite wife, in tunics of 
country cloth, and similarly ornamented as the above, except that each wore at her girdle a polished 
human skull-cup, and each wore a white slouched hat trimmed with gold lace. The scene was much 
more brilliant than on the last day. 

"Let it be remembered that these customs occur only once e-year, and have been annually for May 30. 


Dresses by no means 
good, as nearly all had 
to prostrate. 


Eunuch treasurers. 
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100 years, and that many of the dresses (which are worn on no other occasion) are much older. I 
had almost forgotten to mention that these dresses did not save the eternal prostration. 

One article deserves attention: the programme must be referred to for the rest. A model of a 
hill in Kangaroo, taken by storm by the Dahomans; by command it was placed near our position, 
and those two important functionaries, the Maehaepah and the Toonoonoo, knelt with their heads 
locked for about half an hour, when the mystery was explained to us. The late Mr. Duncan, in his 
travels to the mountains of Kong, being in the vicinity, asked permission to ascend the hill, which 
was refused; this, as Mr. Duncan was travelling under Dahoman protection, was construed into an 
insult. Kangaroo Hill was surmounted by a large town, supplied for a siege and with large tanks of 
water; the rear was a perpendicular, the front was a slope, round which was a high wall and gate. 
This wall was escaladed by Eeawae (the English mother), at the head of a party of Amazons, and 
her stick of office was placed in honour on the model, where it looked very much out of proportion. 
Several musketoons, wall-pieces, and a five-barrelled blunderbuss, all English, were shown us; and 
His Majesty sent to say, as these were getting old, he would be obliged if the Queen, his friend, 
would send him more, particularizing that flints were preferred. We made a note of it. 

Before going away, His Majesty invited us into his tent, to the too well expressed astonishment 
of 200 ladies, who must have thought the King had parted with his senses when he admitted men 
and strangers into their sanctuaries. His Majesty proved himself to be sane, by telling us that 
to-morrow he wished us to measure the tent, and put down in our note-books that he wanted two, and 
two sofas. 

Inside, the tent was supported like an umbrella, and apparently very old; in the centre was the 
sofa, and over it a white umbrella; on the sofa were child’s toys. 

At 5°30 we left, having sat too long over damp ground. At 7 we were again commanded to 
attend the King to an evening custom, “ El doo beh pal meh,” “ Go to pah meh” (to eat). His 
Majesty went in procession, attended by all the Ministers, wives, Cabooceers, and both armies. 

Arrived at the market, some edibles were brought to us; but as it was very dark, we did not eat 
of them. The King was said to be throwing away eatables to the people; we did not see or hear it. 
His Majesty sent us four heads of cowries each, and permitting us to depart, we reached home at 10. 

June 4.—Measured the tent and sofa. In the yard lay 800 heads of cowries, said to be to pay 
parties employed yesterday, but I much doubt that more than 200 were paid away, we witnessing that 
payment, and the rest remaining when we left. In the evening the Mayo brought the three (saved) 
victims, one ill. Gave him some medicine, and clothed the whole. 

June 5.—One of the King’s brothers called, and sceing we were employed, said, “I am a 
working man, and when employed do not like visitors ; I therefore take leave.” 

June 6.—Most of the town was closed to-day, as the ladies of the Royal Harem went forth to 
bathe. Mr. Brown arrived. 

June 7.— At 9°30 we entered the Palace of Dangelahcordeh to witness the first day of the 
customs called “ Se que ah nee” (throwing water). 

Passing through the first court we entered an interior court-yard by a gate ornamented with two 
human skulls, in shape a parallelogram; at the further end were threesmall tents, the centre 
surmounted by a large silver ornament, each of the other two covering a large glass chandelier. 
The right was formed by a long low shed-like building, in which were two canopies; under the 
central one, on a couch of crimson and gold, lay the King, while in front was a crimson damask cloth 
for the recipients of the roval bounty to kneel upon ; under the second were the females of the Royal 
Family ; while under the shed aud immediately in front, were Amazons under arms, and other ladies 
of the Harem. Again, in front, were the skulls ;.a space of twenty yards (a neutral ground) was 
unoccupied. Facing the throne, beyond this, was a band of minstrels, and in their rear, Ministers, 
Cabooceers, military officers, and visitors. Scarcely seated when the business of the day commenced. 

A crier stepped to the neutral ground and called by direction of the Maehaepah, the ‘Too:oonoo 
and Camboodee ; the three then seated themselves on the edge of the crimson cloth, and the Meigau 
was called; he being sick, ten heads of cowries were sent to him. The Mayo being called, went 
through the following ceremony, which was followed by all, and a reference to the programme will 
give the names of the recipients and sum received by each. Prostrating at a little distance from the 
throne, he crawled on to the crimson cloth, and there received in his robe, poured from a basket by 
the Royal hand, eight heads of cowries (eight dollars), which he carried away, staggering round the 
yard as if under the enormous weight. Atter having counted them he returned, again prostrated, and 
covered himself with dirt. 

I have before mentioned a man, Pohvehsoo; it may be necessary here to describe him. His 
origin is humble; he was a carrier of Whydah; he is now a captain of musketeers, a headsman, and 
a privileged court fool ; he has a coadjutor in the Amazon ranks; they dress meanly generally, and 
have their faces with whitewash, like a skull; take great liberties with the Monarch and the nobles; 
and for a headsman, or even otherwise, I never saw so benevolent a black countenance; in age he is 
about sixty. To-day they executed every ingenuity to obtain largesse. At one timc Pohvehsoo was 
rolling about in a bag, imitating the call of the guinea fowl, the King feeding him with cowries, 
causing the court fools and sycophants to exclaim, ‘Was there ever so generous a Mcnarch? See, 
he throws away cowries like corn.” At another, with a mask of a monkey, he would be dipping his 

aws into baskets of oranges, corn, &c., and removing their contents. But the main cast was 
Pohvehsoo and his coadjutor, each made a present to the King. From each end of the yard a party 
heavily laden arrived (apparently), and it required all the care and attention of each to get his or her 
party before the King, the weights appeared so excessive, that the carriers had to be wiped down and fed 
with corn; at last they reached the foot of the throne, and the King made a present of cowries in 
return, when on examination, two huge baskets of shavings and two huge stacks of the pith of the 
bamboo, assimilated a like quantity of corn and firewood. 

In the middle of the disbursements, the Charchar, his two brothers and ourselves were called, 
and received six heads of cowries each, and drank with His Majesty, amid firing, &c. Altogether he 
disbursed 600 heads, 

Two crown birds and a beautiful gazelle played about the yard. In the intervals the minstrels 
took advantage and praised the King in a most disgusting manner; when one band had sung their 


_ praises they were paid, and another took their places, and either sang or danced, and some both. 


At 2 we took leave, and going home I asked my interpreter how many heads had been given away, 
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during the day ; at first he would not answer, but being pressed, gave it as his opinion, 10,000 dollars. 
Such is the idea the Dahomans have of the liberality of their Sovereign. Visited the Ahjahhee 
re a four-day market, well supplied as far as variety of articles was concerned, but with little 
of each. 

June 8.—Visited the Behkon market, a four-day market, also just outside the Cumassee gate, 
similar to Ahjahhee. Called on the Mayo, who reclined on a mat in the shed before described for 
the Ministers and others on duty at the Palace. 

June 9, Sunday.—The Charchar, his brothers, and Domingo, have been closeted all day with 
the King. The late Da Souza’s debts are said to be the palaver. 

June 10.—At five miles north-west of Abomey is a beautiful view, which we visited this 
morning. Leaving the town, the ground gradually rises until sudderly the road opens on a deep 
extensive valley of undulating ground. Far as the eye can see are the Dabadab mountains, looking 
blue in the distance; our eye having been so constantly accustomed to level views, looked upon this 
as magnificent, and the keen air blowing clear from such a distance, gave us an excellent appetite for 
4 pienic breakfast; on the upper ground was clay with ironstone, sandstone, conglomerate, and chalk. 
Descending into this valley, a walk of a mile and a half brought us to a swamp of discoloured water, 
the only watering-place of Abomey, and from here the water is carried on the heads of women. In 
the valley the soil is oozy and fertile, but unfortunately, except here and there, miles apart, there are 
no habitations. i 

Passing the Palace of Dangelahcordeh, on our return, His Majesty was taking formal leave of 
Domingo José Martins, honouring him with a review of two regiments of Amazons. According to 
etiquette we had to descend from our hammocks and make our bow. Having drank with His Majesty, 
he asked us if we had brought him any specimens from the bush ; we told him our canteen was gone 
on, but we would bring him some after we had dressed. Taking leave, we returned with five breakers 
of rum, two large case-bottles of gin, and two of liqueur. Dotningo had left, and the King entertained 
us with some very good dancing, first by men, then by Amazons. The dance offered great variety of 
positions, and was very spiritedly performed. The band was not so good as it might have been, and 
one of the dancers would now and again sound them the tune. At 5 A.14. sent us two bullocks, some 
flour, peppers, and salt. In the evening His Majesty passed our gate in procession to the Palace of 
Dahomey. First came the Cabooceers and all their pomp and array of war; then the Ministers, the 
King’s levees, the King in a hammock (who halted and sent us a bottle of rum), followed by skull 


Hungoolah, 


ornaments, as instruments, banners, &c., (a space), then the Amazons, Cabooceers, Ministers, main ~ 


body, and a similar hammock, skull ornaments, &c.; lastly, the Camboodee and his retainers. 

In the evening, Domingo José Martins, the greatest slave-dealer in all Africa, called to take 
leave. He remained upwards of an hour, and, in conversation, told us that last year, by palm-oil 
alone, he cleared 70,000 dollars, and shipped in one month from Porto Novo, 300 tons of oil, or 10 
tons a-day. In conversing about the Slave Trade, he said the only thing that supported it was its 
being contraband. In speaking of his individual position, the monopoly of Porto Novo, that one 
trade helped the other. 

June 11.—As an introduction to the day's proceedings (the commencement of the War 
Palaver), it is necessary to give some account of the present state of the Dahoman army, which is at 
once divided into two divisions, the right and the left, the advanced and the rear, or the Meigau’s and 
the Mayo’s, or the generals’ titles, the Agaous and the Passoos. In each of these two divisions is a 
battalion of males and one of Amazons. 

The army has another extraordinary division—the male and the Amazon. In each army is a 
Meigau, a Mayo, an Agaou, a Passoo ; and each male officer or soldier has his equivalent in rank in 
the Amazon lines, termed “mother.” The Meigau’s levees are 140, the Mayo’s 300, &c. ; those of 
their coadjutors are equal numbered, or nearly so. The Charchar and all visitors have “mothers” 
also. Our “mother,” the Eeawae, is a most distinguished soldier. 

Their pay is precarious; clothed and fed; armed and supplied with powder; as will be seen, they 
swear to conquer or die. Prisoners and heads are purchased from the captors, and the reward at the 
customs depends on the success in the war. 

In or about 1625, Tahcohdohnoh, King of Tahhee, marched upon a small town (now called 
Abomey), and accomplished a vow to the Fetish by ripping open the belly of the captured Prince, 
and placing his body under the foundation of a nev palace, which he appropriately called Dahomey, 
or Dah’s belly: hence the name also of the Kingdom of Dahomey. 

At 10 a.m. we entered the of Palace Dahomey at a gate called Ah goh doh meh. The King 
reclined under a canopy in a low shed-like building; the positions were similar to those described on 
previous days. In our rear were the mausoleums of Kings—small thatched rouud houses, each sur- 
mounted by a silver ornament of large size; in front of each was a heap of human skulls and bones, 
and at the door of each a pillar of cloth shaded by an umbrella. On the neutral ground was strewed 
cooked meat, &c., and hundreds of turkey buzzards flew about with sickening familiarity. 

The custom called “Seh que ah ee” (watering the graves) is in honour of Tahcohdohnoh and 
his successors. 

Singing had commenced ; and shortly after, from the tenor of the song, a dispute arose which 
became a war palaver. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh, an Amazon general, addressing the singers ; she said Attahpam was conquered, 
the town taken and destroyed. But it was the Amazon who saved the war! 

Ahhohpeh, the King’s brother, said that her speech was true. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh. The Attahpams have sought refuge in Ahjah ; let the King make war upon 
Ahjah. 

: Ahhohpeh. True, the Amazons saved the war: some of the King’s sons gave way. 

King. My opinion is, that their Chief knows more about counting cowries than the art of war. 
If men run away like goats, unless followed, it is not likely they will be caught. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh. I cautioned them to be wary. 

o4n Amazon. If the King eats out of a plate, it must be cleaned before it is used again. After 
use, my musket requires cleaning. 

‘The party of soldiers charged with neglect advance to the neutral ground, and their remunera- 
tion, some pieces of cloth in six bags, is placed before them; they kneel and throw dirt, while a sort 
of trial takes place, to discover if they are worthy of the royal bounty, in which great liberty of 
speech is used by all classes, and any one may give his opinion. 

Crass A 


Idiom. 
Male soldiers, 


Alluding to the few 
prisoners. 


Abbeokuta. 


Alluding to the small 
booty at Attahpam. 


Trath. 


Alluding to Attahpam, 


Males and females. 


Alluding to the Attah- 
pams having chal- 
lenged, 


Meaning the men can 
take one, the Amazons 
the other. 
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An Amazon. Let the King give us Bah to conquer. 

Another. Let Ahjah be the seat of war; let the Mayo lay this request before the King, who 
will cause him to send messengers into Attahpam, calling upon the people: to return and fight again 
on pain of being attacked in Ahjah. Did they not invite Gézo to war, and then ran away ? 

Mayo. I have already sent messengers, telling that if the Ahjahs protect the Attahpams, the 
King will annihilate them. 

An Amazon (addressing the King). For my part I am in debt for provisions for last war, aad 
must go again to get money, whether you give Bah or Ahjah. Ifa bone is thrown to a dog he will 
break it and eat it: so will we either. 

A procession of fourteen demotselles du pavé. 

Mayo (to the Amazons). Don’t beat about bush, but come to the point. Your charge? 
Explain at once your wishes. If this is to be a war palaver, the Agaou should be present. 

A stormy debate ensues. The Amazons supporting their charge that the males behaved 
cowardly, and left the brunt of the action to them, saying, to be overloaded is to be made a laughing 
stock. The men try to cry them down, when they resort to singing “If the King’s soldiers go to 
war, they should conquer or die.” 

Male Officer. The Amazons are “ sweet-mouthed.” If the King commands, the Agaou will see 
the work done. 

Passoo. If the King sends me I shall do my best: there has been too much palaver about 
nothing. 

vm Officer. The King made sacrifices to the River Mono. We are ready to return, re-conquer 
the Attahpams, or die. 

Ekbohsah, captain. If we are not able to go to Bah, we should say so, and let some other 

arty go. 
VF ‘ookonoovehseh, another officer. Goat's blood is goat’s blood. Ahpahdoonoomeh, you had 
better have held your tongue. 

Ekbohsah. To interfere in a palaver is not right; I do not make war; the King makes war. 
The King knows how the Attahpams escaped, and who is in fault. If the King hears for certain 
where the Attaphams have sought refuge, that place will be destroyed. As for myself, I think more 
about the matter than I am able to express, therefore finish my palaver. I did not come here to 
quarrel ; where the King sends me there will I fight. Is this a day on which to find fault? If I 
am not fit for my situation let me be degraded. If my actions are not right, let my accusers look me 
in the face and make their statements. I will not allow my name to be banded about because a part 
of the soldiers did not do their duty. I call upon my “mother” to say what she knows. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh. 1 will explain myself and my reasons for requesting the King to give us 
Bah. [Jnterrupted by Bohnohmahseh (male officer), who says where the King’s sons (male army) 
are, there the fighting will be. What I speak in the house Twill enact in the field. There is a fish 
in cy river called Pah tah seh hed (this fish has a natural protection) [Loud cries, you talk too 
much. 

a, Amazon. What right had you to interrupt? What are your reasons? Does one do 
wrong, if in seeking a livelihood one gives a part to the King? 

Mayo. The King has said, If a man eats too much supper he is heavy-headed in the morning ; 
that man’s a fool. 

King. Ifa man be too lazy to labour for his livelihood, he is of no service to his King. If 
pe Fey a country (partly destroyed) he is not likely to return in open day. He will return in 
the dark. 

Hoomahee, drum-maker. If the King’s daughters go to war the King’s sons will go also. I 
and my “ mother” will go together; where war is, there the drum will be, and I am the drum-maker. 
The army was six days in Attahpam without seeing anybody, yet there is one who calls himself 
King there. 

Sings. All join, males and females, 

So wae ee jar 
jor gee 
Ah jor gee sar. 
(if a man cries his goods in the market he will meet a sale.) 


Bahsolsar, one of the singers. When the King gives us Bah I will speak; we can go to war 
with our clothes on (no preparation). Ahpahdoonoomeh has raised this palaver. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh. If I am the cause I will have my say; if the King decides against the 
Attahpams we can have Bah also. 

Hoomahee. Where the women go the men must go also. 

Ahpahdoonoomeh, Who are you, to speak thus confidently? Are you the Agaou? 

Another singer. In time of peace my eyes are everywhere, in war concentrated into one focus. 
I wish to speak to the Meigau and Agaou. Why are they not here? It was not yesterday we 
returned from Attahpam ; why bring that palaver in question now ? 

An Amazon. If men give cause for a palavar, do they think a woman can hold her tongue? 

Hoomahee. If Attahpam sent parties to treat, their feet would blister on the road; let the 
King follow and take all. : 

Another drummer. The reason we talk about Bah, is, that the Bahs have insulted the King 
and killed Dahomans. (A general murmur.) 

Toonoonoo. Why is this man not allowed to speak? 

Ahpahdoonoomeh. After a great deal of flattery says, the Amazons are the King’s sandals. 

King. (Not loud enough to be heard.) 

All held up their muskets and saluted the King. 

Two of the King’s brothers held a palaver on the agricultural state of the country, that but little 
grain is grown in the neighbourhood of Abomey; formerly they brought from Ahjah, now they 
cannot. Hungbahgee, one of the King’s officers, says formerly goats were plentiful, now there are 


’ but few in the market. owls are dear. The roads are uncleaned. 


Singers sing. Tehpehseh and the party of soldiers in disgrace have a parley with Hungbahgee, 
who says they do not deserve their pay; they appeal to their “mothers” in the Amazon army, who 
say they deserve it, as their party killed the King of Lefflefoo (another war). One Amazon questions 
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Hungbahgee’s right, and another represents the present being given to Tohkohnohvehseh. The 
King confers the present on Tehpehseh and his party. A long parley ensues, and they take it. 
Some cowries are now distributed, among them two heads (dollars) to the Royal Family. Much 
rain. At 3 we left. Before breaking up, four human beings were sacrificed (decapitated). The 
cowries distributed did not exceed 30 dollars (heads). 

June 12.—A respectable liberated African woman called to say that her husband, also from 
Sierra Leone, was a prisoner of war. Her story is as follows: Ten years since they came to 
Whydah. Her husband has been much subject to the hooping-cough, and hearing of a doctor (native) 
in Attahpam, went there. War came, and both he and the doctor were taken prisoners. We 
promised to intercede. His name is John Mc Carthy. 

June 13.—At noon I arrived at the parade ground; Mr. Beecroft unwell. His Majesty occu- 
pied a similar position to that of June 1, and I joined him under his canopy: on his right, under 
canopies of umbrellas, were the principal ladies and Amazon generals, &c.; scattered over the field 
were the different regiments of Amazons, one had passed and another was advancing to the foot of 
the throne. The custom was the Amazons swearing to be faithful next war. In these swearings it 
is customary to ask for a particular place for attack, and if asked for three times it is generally 
granted. Bah or Abbeokuta has been asked for twice; first the King went to Kangaroo, then made 
a feint, and fell upon Okeadon; now they ask confidently. The language was constantly in parables 
and metaphors, continually a crier hailed the King as 

“ Ah hau soo lae hee Hausso.” 
Oh! King of Kings. 

The regiment now before the King was of bushrangers, with three stripes of white-wash round 
each leg; they first saluted their officers, then the King, when one after another three stepped for- 
ward and swore in the name of the regiment to conquer or die. 

The first spoke of the Mohee wars; how Dahomey conquered. If we don’t, let us die. 

2nd. Of the Attahpam war. The Attahpams fled; if we flee, let us die; whatever the town be 
we will conquer or bury ourselves in the ruins. 

8rd. We are eighty, and of the advanced guard; never turned our backs; if any one can find 
fault with us let him do so. 

A male officer about to speak is interrupted by a Fetish-man, who says, “ You cannot speak ; 
that woman is Fetish, you are not; we marched against Attahpam, thinking them men; we found 
them worse than women.” Sing, in derision, salute, and march off. 

Parts of two regiments now advanced, one called Ahbohgoh (firehorn), the other Ahkoongah 
dol (turkey buzzard); appropriate names, as they are also bushrangers. 

Cne says, I have nothing to say, I will be proved by action. 

2nd. By the King’s children I swear never to retreat; if I do, let me die. 

3rd. Without war there are no clothes or armlets; let us conquer or die. 

4th. I am a wolf, the enemy of all I meet who are not the King’s friends. 

5th. Calls the names of all the conquered countries to Eeawae, who repeats them to two criers, 
who cry them. She then says, “ Let us catch elephants if we can; if we cannot, flies; we cannot 
come home empty-handed ; if we do we deserve to die.” 

The colonels now step forward. 

Ist. Clothes are made by fingers, we are the King’s fingers. 

2nd. Carriages cannot be drawn without wheels; we are the wheels both; we have destroyed 
Attahpam ; let us go to Bah; if we don’t conquer Jet us die. 

The King tells them to finish their speeches and reserve themselves for war. They dance, sing, 
and salute the King, then crawl off on their hands and knees; at a signal give a yell and then 
scamper off. 

The King’s own regiment now advanced and deposited their Fetish in front (about 300). They 
are joined by about 200 women belonging to the late Charchar, who state they are young soldiers 
and are come to witness the review. All sing (to the King) “ you alone on earth we will serve.” 

The colonel advances and prostrates, then says, The Attahpams wanted strength to fight against 
Gézo. Let us go to Bah, and if we do not conquer, our heads are at your disposal; they will run: 
if into water we can follow, if into fire or up trees, we can catch them. 

Another. There is a town standing that must fall, it is Bah, (All dance and sing.) 

Another. Attahpam is destroyed, let Bah be also; a man entered a room where lay a corpse, 
he lifted up the clothes and was asked why; he said he wished to be where that man was; we must 
go there or take Bah. 

Another. Talk of Attahpam, it was unworthy of our arms; as grass is cut to clear the roads, 
so will we destroy the Bahs. 

The Standard-bearers. If we lose the flags, let us die. (All salute and retire at the double.) 

King’s daughters’ regiments. One. The King is like a hen; when the rain comes she takes 
her young under her wings; we are under his protection; if we don’t fight, let us die. 

The King now rose and drank with me, and gave the Passoo of the male army a tumbler of 
liqueur. An Amazon steps out and says, If the Passoo heads us in war, let us die. Send us to Bah, 
and we will conquer or die (a male officer tells them, “if you don’t you will lose your name”). The 
King has borne us again; we are his wives, his daughters, his soldiers, we are men, not women. 

Another. Iam the King’s daughter; the King gave me the Charchar; he died. I now belong 
to Antonio; let me go to Bah; if we don’t conquer we'll die. 

The Colonel. These soldiers have done nothing yet, send us against the strongest ; war cannot 
suffice us; wherever they go I will be at their head. Although a snake casts away beads, it never 
changes its colour; I cannot change my tongue; what I say here I will do in war. 

Another. Attahpam is no more, let Bah be likewise. (Salute and scamper off.) 

Another regiment, attended by the present Charchar’s head wife, ornamented with much gold. 
They salute me and beg me to convey their thanks to Her Majesty for 2000 caps sent them by 
Cruickshanks ; wherever they wear them there they will be victorious. One in the crowd of cour- 
tiers made a remark that hit the Toonoonoo, who said sharply, “if you have anything to say, here is 
the King, say it to him.” 

An Amazon. The horse has broken its halter, and the robber knows he is loose. Open Bah 
to us and we will take it; if any one return, and not a conqueror, let that one die. 
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All 2000 Amazons assemble in front of the throne. “If beans be dried in the fire, cannot one 
put her fingers in to take out to eat.” All sing. When we went to Attahpam we found nobody; all 
ran away; if they reached the water (sea) they will be turned into salt. At Bah let the rear be the 
advance. 

It rained hard, and a mat was sloped over the King and myself; still the Amazons kept their 
ground, and as they were not likely otherwise to be heard, several danced while all sang, after which 
they swear again. 

One. We will pass through fire to Bah. 

Another. Fetish-men never initiate the poor ; there is no use fighting without booty; Attahpam 
is totally destroyed ; let us have Bah. 

Souza’s women sing. See the Amazons are ready to die in war; now is the time to send them. 

Toonoonoo tells them, When you go, make good use of your arms. 

All. They are the King’s, and with them we must conquer. All sing and dance. The 
generals and ladies have their stools and join; all salute the King. A girl six years old came 
forward and faid, The King opened his mouth three times when he spoke of war, once now will be 
sufficient ; let that once be on Bah. All call on Souza to act like his father, and get plenty of ships 
for the King, “when the porcupine sheds a quil another takes its place.” All prostrate, and throw 
dirt, while criers call the King’s names. He receives a new one for the Attahpam war, of “ Hausso 
Ghah Glah,” King of Chimpanzees, that drives men from their farms. 

An Amazon. As the blacksmith takes an iron bar and fashions it, so have we changed our 
nature; we are men. We have powder, and the King has promised to tell the Agaou the intended 
seat of war; we have been waiting long; let us lead at once to Bah. The King gives us cloth, but 
thread is required to make the garments ; we are the thread. Corn put out to dry should be looked 
to, or the goats will eat. Look to Bah, lest like the Attahpams they remove all their treasure. A 
cask of rum cannot roll itself. A table in a house becomes useful when anything is placed on it. 
The Dahoman army without the Amazons are as both. 

; Another. If one does not spit, the belly is uneasy; if the hand be not outstretched it receives 
nothing. ) 

All the officers stand in front ; all the Amazons raise their muskets and shout— 


“ Soh jae mee.” 


(May thunder kill us if we break our oaths.) They hail the King as Kokparsalmee (the eagle). As 
he leaves the canopy, all prostrate, and rise as His Majesty receives an ebony club. He then 
addresses them: “ If a hunter buys a dog and trains him, he takes him unto the forest without telling 
him his errand; if he sees a beast he sends the dog after it; should the dog return without the game, 
the hunters kill him, and leaves his carcase to the turkey buzzards. If I telf my daughters to put 
their fingers in the fire, they must obey; if [ order you to clear the bush and you do not do it, what 
will Ido to yon? Do you think I will not punish you? If you are taken prisoners you know my 
fate? Your heads become ornaments and your bodies feed the wolves and vultures. Where you 
are sent there you must fight.” King dances and drinks; then hands round rum ina tin dish. 
Amazons drink. He returns to the tent, and all march off. 

June 14.—The sham fight. At 10 the Ministers and Cabooceers, attended by their retainers, 
&c., arrived by the left, and had scarcely all reached the ground, when the King, attended by about 
600 armed soldiers appeared on the right, the Amazon army marching by another road in front. 
The ground was the same before descrihed, the Ahjahhee market, and His Majesty took up a similar 
position ; on his right were his own male troops; on his left, in front, a court of ladies and Amazon 
generals, &c. ; on the left, Caboocecrs and retainers; in front, the Amazons; in the rear, a stockade 
made of palm-branches ; and in the rear of that again, three towns full of slaves. Around the King, 
besides the Charchar and ourselves, were courtiers, eunuchs, fools and hunchbacks, all en militaire. 

‘The King’s male soldiers advanced and saluted, flirting umbrellas and banners, and throwing 
aloft the light ornamented muskets, then retired. Next, all the Ministers and Cabooceers prostrated, 
and threw dirt on their heads. One of the King’s brothers produced some tools, which he explained 
wanted repair. The King having given the order, Toonoonoo was directed to command the Amazous 
to advance, who alone took part in the day’s performance. 

First came an advanced guard in single file, followed by two battalions in open order, their 
muskets over their shoulders, muzzles in front. As the first passed they planted sentinels, which 
were relieved by the second, and sent on 1o report; next came the Fetish gear, the King’s stools, 
horse, and body-guard ; last a reserve and the Commissariat. 

Criers crying: “Oh! King of Kings, war is coming, let all come and see it.” 

A servant of the Mayo’s enters the tent with dirty clothes on. Toonoonoo tells the Mayo he 
ought to know better. 

The Amazons marched past a second and a third time, having reversed their muskets. The 
Eeavoogau’s mother leaves her ranks and says, ‘I am ready to serve the King. You (to the 
Eeavoogau) cannot hear badly of me.” Heechechee’s mother says the same. The pioneers now 
advance with a spy; sit down and hold a palaver; scouts are sent out, who soon return with six 
prisoners, who are examined before the Council. 

His Majesty was joking to his courtiers all the day, who laughed immoderately at the royal wit. 
On one of these occasions His Majesty coughed. It is not to be supposed that the Kings of Dahomey 
cough; all hummed and sang and danced to drown the noise. 

The prisoners are marched off to the main body; a council of war attend at the foot of the 
throne; the position of the stockade, &c., is explained, and the King orders the latest levces to attack 
first. We now change position to the line of the stockade, and the King goes close to superintend 
the manceuvres, ‘Ihe remainder was very tame, and more like a school of war than a sham fight. 
As the troops advance the slaves cry “war is coming.” A gun fired at 12, and opening the palm- 
branches a party entered and presently returned with slaves and tufts of grass to imitate heads. 
Again a gun fired, aad several regiments eptered; the slaves break out from the towns, and a regular 
slave-hunt ensues; all being caught, they retire. Again a musket is fired, and rushing at the stock- 
ade by force of weight, down it all comes. At 2°3U the King returned to the canopy, the whole 
Amazon army formed in front. A man asks leave to kill a snake, which he says has crawled into the 
tree; he fires, and down falls a large yellow snake, which has been killed for the occasion. Amazons 
take a circular pcsition, surrounding the country; the slaves are loosed again, and at the firing of a 
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musket there is another slave-hunt. A tornado coming on, the King presents us with some food used 
in war, dry cakes of beans, palm-oil, salt and pepper, &c., and we take leave*. 


June 15.—The Se que ah ee, to the memory of Agahgah Dasso, great grandfather to Gézo, look — 


place to-day in the Palace of Ahgrimgohmeh, adjoining Dangelahcordeh. The description of the 
position on June 11! will save a repetition ; there were similar mausoleums, &c. 

As we made our bow to the King the singers hail the advantages to trade (all trade), that 
bronght white men to their customs, for which the Mayo, the Eeavoogau, Heechelee, and all the 
traders from Whydah, had to prostrate and throw dirt ; they then sang in praise, and asked the King 
to come forward and dance. Maehaepah tells them the King hears ; they call for Ahpohdohnohmeh, 
an Amazon general, and sing the praises of the Amazons. 

The Maehaepah, with a sly look, leads forth two coy waidens, each bearing a glass of rum; 
she then calls Heechelee and Ahkootoo, who very sheepishly prostrate and receive each a glass. 
Henceforward these are their wives. 

A slight divertissement takes place. The Cabooceers advance to receive some cowries for the 
singers, when one of the royal nephews is found among them. On suspicion that he intended to 
defraud the King, he is seized, and ordered to immediate execution. Ahhohpeh, the King’s brother, 
takes him in charge, and with assistance is marching him off, struggling and begging for mercy. 
Pohvehsoo, the headsman-fool, is exercising his wit on the opposite side of the yard, sees his 
prisoner, and with eyes dilated and horrible countenance rushes at him ; a party attempt a rescue, when 
the King grants a parley ; the headsman resists, until one of the party wrestles with him; the heads- 
man is nearly down, when the King, having forgiven the prisoner, he rushes to his assistance and 
throws his antagonist. Alllaugh. Singers sing praises. 

The King came forth to dance, Toonoonoo carrying his distaff, surmounted by the skull of Koh- 
charnee, King of Anagoo. Criers, crying “ Oh! King of Kings!” Expenses to the singers about 
30 dollars. During the day much food given away. Nothing but singing praises ; no palaver. 

June 16.—At 10 we again entered the Palace of Ahgrimgohmeh. Positions, &c., the same as 
ee: Singers singing in praise, hail the King as “‘ Paugh” (a leopard), the Dahomey Fetish. 

‘here was not a well-dressed person in the yard. Singers address the Mayo on some rum having 
reached Abomey watered, and caution him and the Eeavoogau to be more careful; both have to 
prostrate, and throw dirt. In another part they attacked the Ministers for not repairing the Palace 
walls, in which they are joined by an old soldier, who comments on the absence of the Meigau and 
Agaou: “If they are sick, why do they not daily report the state of their health? If a house 
catches fire, one does not run away, but endeavours to put it out, and re-thatch it in case rain comes.” 

Mayo acknowledges the speech. 

Toonoonoo. The King is already aware of the state of the walls, and has told the Mayo how 
to act. 

Ahhohpeh, King’s brother. I spoke to the Saugau, and he said he had not time. 

Saugau. I have other work in hand; when that is finished, I will take the walls to repair. 

Mayo. All my men are at the King’s command. 

Hungbahgee, a military officer. I will undertake to repair them myself. 

Mayo, in a rage, defies him ; says he talks too much. Singers sing of Attahpam and Bah. 

An Amazon Chief. Tells them that Gézo alone of all the Kings of the earth, has an army of 
women ; there is no King like him. 4 

A muster of all the Amazons who had taken prisoners last war. They advanced in parties of 
fifteen ; two officers attend, while one of the generals kneels before the King, repeats the name of the 
soldier and of the prisoner, adding, “ Given to the King to sweep the yard Bolugee;” these are 425 
in number. Then come thirty-two who have brought heads of enemies, “Lau see dee.” During the 
muster, three women were introduced to us as having received very severe wounds in war ; one, named 
“ Seh dong hung boh” (God speak true), had a fearful scar on her head. 

The King left his throne and danced, then came over and drank with us, pointing out that a 
stick he held belonged to the Chief of Attahpam. 

Maehaepah makes a long speech to a party of soldiers, and gives them food for themselves and 
families ; after which several bands advance, play, and are replaced, one callea ‘“Hausso Hwae” (the 
King’s birds). At 5 the King gave us leave to go, after asking if we wished to witness the human 
sacrifice. I regret to state that Ignatio and Antonio da Souza remained. It is the duty at this day's 
custom, of the Mayo and the Eeavoogan to decapitate each one victim; they receive each one head of 
cowries. The Mayo performed his; the Eeavoogau paid 15 pence to the public executioner. 

June 17.—Again the Se que ah ee, held in a ruinous court in the Palace of Dangelahcordeh, 
called Ahdohnoh. Ahdohnoh was the mother of Ahgarjah Woossoo (1730), and her name is now 
a title in the Royal Family. The positions were similar, except that the King sat in a high-backed 
chair, and in his rear stood a guard of Amazons; on the neutral ground was a heap of 400 heads of 
cowries, and besides, lay strewed 430 more. Facing the King was a band of singers, and each 
recipient of the royal bounty had to dance, kneel, and receive the cowries first on his head, and then 
the rum, which he carried off. A reference to the programme will show the numbers, &c. After the 
disbursement, a palaver ensued; during which there were two interruptions: first, a procession of 
public strumpets ; 2nd, two countrymen arrived, each with a boiled man’s head, aud, prostrating, told 
their story. A party of horsemen from Abbeokuta had attacked a small town in Anagoo, which they 
had taken and destroyed; a few stragglers detached and foraged in a country called Tossoo; the two 
whose heads they now held up, they had shot. His Majesty gave them half a piece of white baft 
and two heads of cowries each, and a keg of rum for the headman of their town. 

Mayo. Go to my house and receive powder, as you have killed these two so well; the King 
kills all. A party of Cabooceers and officers prostrated and kissed the ground, and then opened the 
palaver. The 400 heads by custom have for years been carried to the house of Ahlohpeh (who dis- 
tributed them to parties not attending the customs), who, it appears, ran away last war. 

Ahkahtoo, military chief. Ahhohpeh proved himself a coward in Attahpam, and does not 
deserve to have the distribution of these cowries. . 


* There was a method said to be for measuring time by threads and two sticks, at twenty paces distant, but I 
could not make it out, nor could the interpreters explain, nor again did the King refer to it. therefore think it 
must have been a blind. 
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. Mayo concurs; and as Ahlohpeh belongs to my party (the left), they should go to my 
jouse. 

A Military Officer. ¥f Ahhohpeh is unworthy, it is Tingahlee’s right. 

Toonoonoo. They shall not go to Tingahlee’s; the Mayo is the head man. 5 

Bookohmaeoonoo, military chief. Ahtingalee is one of the Mayo’s servants. Why should they 
be sent to the servant, and not to the master ? 

Hwaemazae, an Amazon chief. As in former customs, so let it be now. Ahlohpeh has the 
hereditary right. 

Ahlohpeh. Thave heard all the dispute. and still claim my right; it belonged to my father, and 
descended to me. If I did wrong in war, why was I not accused—I and all my people? It was not 
yesterday we came from war, nor is this a time to rip up old grievances. I will not yield my right to 
the Mayo. : 

The Mayo rushed at him and dealt him several severe blows; then arrested him, and in a 
moment he was forcibly removed. The whole yard was instantly in an uproar; several armed Ama- 
zons ran across ; all clamoured, yelled, and shouted, when the King ordered Ahlohpeh to be brought 
back. The Mayo then impeached Ahlohpeh as a coward, and said that he nearly lost the Attahpam 
war, and that his head was forfeited. 

King. You had no right to strike him. 

Mayo. I was irritated at the man's presumption. 

King. If you had reason to find fault with him about the war, you should have done so before, 
and not now. : 

‘, Ahlohpeh. I was only protecting my hereditary right ; the cowries ought not to go to the 
ayo. 

The Mayo again flies into a passion, and tries to speak, but is cried down, 

Abhlohpeh. As I behaved, so did my people; I am not one in the war. 

King. Come to some determination, and be less personal. 

Ahlohpeh. The people call me a coward, and will not let me speak out. If they cannot be 
taken to my house, let them go to Sohgausar's. 

Bohkohmoeoonoo. They cannot go to Sohgausar’s; he is as much to blame as Ahlohpeh ; let 
them go to Ahtingahlee’s. 

Ahkootoo. After a long speech, says the Mayo, as head of Ablohpeh’s party, is the proper 
person. After many opinions, some for the Mayo, others for Ahtingahlee. 

King. You will not decide, I will; let them be carried to Karmardigbee’s house and there dis- 
tributed. The Mayo did wrong in strikiug Ahlohpeh. If any one interferes I can punish him; for 
the future, if a man acts badly in war, let him be charged at once, and not afterwards, to serve other 
purposes, 

Lehpehhoo, King’s brother, intercedes for Ahlohpeh. 

King. It is no use talking now; Ahlohpeh must reflect on his past conduct, and endeavour to 
do better in future. 

Mayo warns Ablohpeh to beware for the future. 


As will be seen by the King. We have heard enough of Attahpam, that is finished; the country overrun, the town 
palavers, there is great destroyed, and the King killed. Attahpam is no more. 
doubt upon the matter. Bohkohnoovehseh.— Ahooeesooee behaved ill last war, J charge him. 


King. There is, I say, too much palaver about it. J asked the Mayo why he attacked Abloh- 
peh ; if you wanted to quarrel about the last war, there was a time for it. I have heard all the war 
palaver. 

Several Amazons, Ahooeesooee is a brave man. 

King. The palaver is that Ahlohpeh had 80 men; Ahooeesooee 80 men; the latter charges 
the former with not coming into action, therefore he could not act. 


ee ape aye __ Ahpohdoonoomeh, Amazon Passoo, charges Haetungsar, the Amazon Agaou, and her party, 
zon Agaou ran away; with cowardice and running away. : ¢ 

at meeting the King King. 1am aware of it. (Calls three Amazons.) These without arms took prisoners, thus I 
she was sent back can reward them. Gives 10 heads of cowries. (A great deal of self-praise and much recrimination 
again, takes place for some time.) 


Kohkohahgee, chief of the Camboodee's levees, makes a long speech in his own praise; hints he 
is better than his neighbours. 

Hungbahgee, chief of the King’s levees, challenges him to single combat on the spot. 

Kohkohahgee. 1 will take my gun to Bah, and there take more prisoners than you. 

From the conversation that ensued, it appeared that this was an old sore. 

Ahhohpeh, the King’s brother,* tells the King that they hate each other, who dimisses them. 

An Agaou addresses the meeting, and recommends less quarrelling and more reasoning, as they 
are going to war against a people that can fight. Bah. 

This speech being distasteful, all yell and shout, then sing: “ The Wolf will be abroad, let the 
sheep fly.” A lengthened palaver ensues, each party praising his coadjutors in the Harem; and aw 
contraire, when the King says, “ You had better reserve your strength for war, and not exhaust it in 
palavers. If any one distinguishes himself, I can hear of it and reward it; if any one disgraces him- 
self, let me know at once, that I may punish him.” 

At 4 we left, the King making us a present of 10 heads and 3 gallons of rum. 

June 18.—Again the Se que ah ee, to-day in the court called Ahlohwargaelee, after the mother 
of Toocoodoonoo (1625), the founder of this palace of Dahomey. Position similar to yesterday. As 
we entered, a strong and stormy debate on the late war occupied all parties. 

Tohkohnoovelisee and Tohvohveesar, two officers, say the Agaou is sickt; “we can hear for 
him and explain what passes. Last war the troops were badly generalled ; the Agaou must do better 
next war.” 

Ahhohpeh, King’s brother. With regard to yesterday's palaver, Ahooeesooee is not guilty ; 
there is no necessity to try him. 

Haetungsar, the Amazon Agaou. What the King said yesterday we heard. We are the King’s 


* As the names are so nearly alike, I make a note, “ Ahlohpeh”’ is the coward, “Ahhohpeh” the King’s brother. 
+ The belief is that the Agaou is killed. The fashion is, if a high officer is killed, to report him sick, and eome 
time afterwards to say he has died. 
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wives, daughters and soldiers, and must endeavour to do our duty ; but our load ought not to be more 
than we can carry. 

Aheersartong. If the Agaou’s people did not do their utmost, the Agaou is not to be blamed. 

Saugausar, M. Chief. If I behaved like a coward, I must die; I could not ask for mercy. 
Ahlohpeh would have lost his head, had not the King interceded. Although Ahlohpeh was not 
arrested yesterday, the matter is not settled ; it is our duty to find if he is guilty or not. I call upon 
Ahlohpeh and the five men charged to appear and answer for their conduct. (They come forward, 
and prostrated, throw dirt. After a stormy debate, in which the prisoners join, far too quickly spoken 
to be understood, he continues) They are guilty, and should be disgraced, let the King take two as 
headsman, and give two to each, the Meigau and the Mayo. 

Another soldier is brought forward, stript of his arms and accoutrements, tied. Again a long 
palaver, in which Seugausar tells the King he buys slaves and makes them soldiers. He must expect 

and bad. 

King. Ahlohpeh is not so much responsible as may be supposed; he was headman of eighty ; 
his people left him to forage, against his orders. Ahooeesooee swore by the Fetish to conquer or 
die; Ahsohnee swore also; she saved the war. Let Ahlohpeh and the five be disgraced; let them 
be taken away and their heads shaved. 

Ahhohpeh. Saugausar has spoken well; who but him could have spoken so firmly ? 

King. The man before me I tried on the field; I cannot try him again. His story is this: 
He was second of eighty ; the Chief fell, and this man fighting, was separated from his party. Let 
him he released. 

Ahlohpeh and his party return with their heads shaved, and armed with clubs as headsman; all 
prostrate, and kiss the dust, throw dirt on their heads. 

One of the three Amazons who received ten heads of cowries yesterday. J cannot return this 
basket; I will take it to Bah and fill it with heads of the enemy. If I do not, may I die of 
small-pox ! 

hlohpeh again comes forward and receives the name of ‘‘ Garjardoh” (fallen house). 
; Ahhohpeh, apostrophizing, says, “ No sooner is one man fallen than another is ready to take his 
lace.” . 
Ahlohlohpohnokow, next to the Passoo (in the left or Mayo’s army), is now called, and his people 
swear in a similar manner to that described of the Amazons, to conquer or die, ending by all saluting 
and singing, “if we don’t conquer, may we lose our lives.” 

June 19.—This day Se que ah ee took place in the court, named after the King’s great grand- 
mother, of the Palace of Dangelahcordeh. The Jahhee is a title, and the lady enjoying it sat to the 
right of the throne, in crimson velvet; the only showily dressed person present, otherwise the 
positions were the same as yesterday. The day’s proceedings commenced with more swearing fidelity 
on the part of the male truops, and much braggadocio. Having an attack of ague, I had to leave at 
noon ; after which the swearing continued, and the King presented eight boys to the yard; stating 

‘ that his grandfather was beaten by the Attahpams, now that he had conquered them, he gave these 
bays to keep his grandfather’s yard in order. Several presents of goats, &c., were given to the 
ing. 

June 20.—Mr. Brown had an inteview with the King. Charchar, Ignatio, and Antonio da 
Souza received a present of three bullocks. The captains of Charchar’s troops told one of our 
interpreters to tell us if there were any whites in Abbeokuta we had better warn them, as the King 
intended to make war on Abbeokuta. 

June 21.—The Se que ah ee was performed in a court called Sehnoomeh, named after the 
King’s grandmother. 

Outside the gate was an oven of earthenware, inside which was a duck alive; on the top in a 
dish three human skulls covered with palm-oil. The yard and positions much the same as yesterday. 
The Sehnoomeh (represented) was dressed out in crimson velvet, attended by the lady enjoying the 
title of King’s mother, and many other ladies of rank. Among the skulls displayed was one orna- 
mented by a string of coral beads. Besides the band of singers and players, all the Amazon officers 
and a band knelt before the King, sometimes speaking and singing in praise of the King, his ancestors, 
and his family. 

Toonoonoo. The songs you sing about the King are sweet to hear; sing again. 

Amazon Meigau. Sing again and sing well; you know if you do not, it is in the King’s power 
to decapitate you. 

Mayo. The songs you sing are sweet; sing again. 

Toonoonoo. The King is wise; hence wisdom is diffused through the nation. 

Crier cries. The King is wise; hence so is the nation. 

Lehpehhoo, King’s brother. Toonoonoo spoke truth when he said Gézo is wise. 

Amazons sing. This house is in charge of Sehnoomeh, and she must take care of it. 

Mayo. There are not enough in your band. 

Toonoonoo. Mavo says true; it should not he. 

Amazon Meigau. The band is the same, but they don’t sing properly; hence the band does 
not sound well. 

An Amazon Officer. If we don’t sing properly you can correct us. 

Ahcordemeah, Amazon, head of the band. The Meigau spoke truth; they don’t sing properly. 
It is the singers, not the band. 

Amazon Officers sing, and call upon Sehnoomeh to dance. Her train borne by a maiden, she 
dances. They receive five heads of cowries. 

Sehnoomeh. If the King comes to the house and does not speak, who can know he is there. 

_ To-morrow let him go to the house of her that gave him milk. 

Ahhohpeh. To-morrow you must sing in favour of her that gave birth to Gézo. If you have 
any song about the people beyond the Agonee River sing it, for in three days comes the Fetish 
custom. 

Maehaepah gives the Amazon officers and their coadjutors food, over which there is much 
palaver about what they will do next war. Interrupted by a procession of public strumpets. King 
tells the soldiers to retire and eat. All sing, “Gézo is the King of Kings; what King so liberal ? 
we are his soldiers; under him we are not men, but lions.’ More praise in which Kohkohagee and 
Hungbahgee again come to a war of words. 


The similarity of the 
two names I deem it 
necessary to explain: 
‘* Ahhohpeh”’ is the 
King’s brother ; 

“ Ahlohpeh” the con- 
demned. 


Abbeokuts. 


Mr. Brown left. I 
have no reason to alter 
my opinion expressed 
in last journal; indeed 
it is much strength- 
ened, 


Alluding to the saying 
that the Yarubas must 
have been drunk to 
say they could conquer 
the Dahomans, 


Poison, perhaps, 
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The Saugau receives a glass of rum from a delicate maiden, led hy the Maehaepah ; as he sips 
it the Maehaepah tells him he cannot divide it, nor even let one of the Cabooceers taste it. 

Sehnoomeh received seven heads of cowries, and marches off, attended by her paraphernalia of 
skulls, &c. Band advances and sing in praise of Gézo, who comes out and dances; drinks, guns 
fire, Cabooceers dance, &c. Crier cries “Oh! King of Kings that can take all other Kings and 
sell them for Rum.” The band is replaced. After singing about the King, the leader calls for 
Ahlohpeh and the others in disgrace, and asks his name; then sings— 


Oh fallen house! ‘ Gar jar doh” 
That was once considered worthy to carry arms, 
Be thou now disgraced to carry a club. 


Garjardoh kisses the dust and throws dirt, &c. King comes out again and dances; then drinks with 
us; after which we retire. 

June 22.—At 10°30 entered the Palace of Dangelahcordeh at the King’s mother's gate, called 
Ahcontehneh ; the position much the same as before. At the gate was a similar oven similarly 
ornamented. Under two umbrellas, to the left of the King, sat the Ahcontehneh, and one lady 
handsomely dressed. First passed a number of Amazons, band of music playing, and receiving a few 
heads of cowries; then the Amazon officers advanced and saluted the King. Sung—Called upon 
all eyes to behold the glory of Gézo, there are not two but one, one only in the world—Gézo. Every 
nation has its customs, but none so brilliant or enlightened as Dahomey. See, all nations send their 
ambassadors, black and white. 

Chorus, 


Look round and behold 
Ambassadors of all nations. 


All officers, male and female, prostrate, and throw dirt. 

All Amazon officers sing. Yarubas lied when they said we could not conquer them. When we 
mect we will make their day as night. Let the rain fall quickly, that the river may be dried soon. 
Yaruba and Dahomey cannot drink out of the same glass; two rams cannot drink out of the same 
calabash. The Yarubas must have been drunk when they said they would conquer Dahomey. 

An Amazon. In days gone by, the white trader brought good articles; they do not FA so now. 
Then a musket lasted twenty years; it now lasts three. 

Deputation of public women. 

Toonooizo. You have sung sweetly ; sing more. 

All sing (Amazons). There's a difference between the King anda poor man. There’s a 
difference between the King andarich man. Let a man be ever so rich, and Gézo is still King 
over him. All guns are not cast alike; some are long, some are short. If men are drunk they are 
not fit to live. There is a nation that must fall: Abbeokuta. Thus we will dance before all. 
(Dance.) Criers cry the King’s names, and say there is a leaf called Eeaboo: let the King cause @ 
Fetish to be made with it, and Bah must fall. Beeryibing Gézo does is well done. His power is 
supreme over the male and female of all kinds. 

Mchtohseh, Fetish Chief, addressing the Amazon officers. Your songs have been pleasing, you 
cannot do better than sing again. 

All Amazons sing. With these guns in our hands and powder in our cartouche-boxes, what has 
the King to fear? When we go to war let the King dance, while we bring him prisoners. 

One Amazon officer calls the King’s sons and sings to them. Pray to Seh (God) that your 
father's days may be long in the land. Let all the King’s family pray to their ancestors for long life 
to Gézo. Ifa leopard kills her prey, does she not feed her young first? Ifa deer bears young, does 
she not chop the grass for it ? 

Bondohhoo, the King’s eldest son. All the days of my life I shall pray for longer life for my 
father. 

All officers of both sexes salute the King. 

Tohdarsar, King’s mother's sister’s daughter, to the Amazon officers. If you try to take the 
honeycomb, you must be wary; go to work carefully, or you will be stung. 

The Ahcontehneh and her companion, attended by four other ladies, come forward and dance, 
each bearing a skull. Tohdarsar receives three heads of cowries, half piece of cloth, and a bottle of 
rum, and is told by the Amazon Meigau that the cowries are to buy some food for her mother. 

Amazon officers sing. We have sung our lays, now we are going; let Seh (God) bless the 
King and the people. 

The Ahcontehneh marches off with fourteen heads of cowries, attended by her paraphernalia of 
human skulls and bones, &c. ; 

A Toby Philpot’s jug and a dog musical toy being sent for the Ministers and Cabooceers to 
admire, all prostrate, and throw dirt, prior to the inspection. Food is distributed to all present, a 
band of singers singing in praise of the royal liberality. 

A long inaudible conversation takes place between the Maehaepah and the Toonoonoo, relative 
to the distribution of some liqueur in the bottles of two crnet-stands, and some more equally curious 
decanters, which ultimately go to the Ministers and Cabooceers. The Maehaepah makes a speech to 
Lehpehhoo, the King’s eldest brother, and presents him with a sample of every kind of liqueur the 
King has drank during the customs, in a small box of phials. All the men and women belonging to 
all the bands that have played during the customs assemble, and are fed (300). Ignatio and Antonio 
da Souza receive ten heads of cowries each. Singers sing: “ Oh, wonderful King, to purchase 
cowries from the white man, and give them back again.” Gives 160 heads to the Ministers to make 
Fetish with, to clean the town after the custom; gives 60 heads to the soldiers *. 

Another palaver commenced, but the yard was too much crowded for us to hear much of its 


* A word or two more about the customs will not be out of place, All night a crier paraded tho Palace walls, 
calling ‘“‘ Hausava Haussoo,” King, Kings: the names of the conquered nations and the King's names, 
‘he rum distributed was in very small quantities (about half a tumbler to each), 
The food was always craved after, and devoured rather than eaten. 
There was a rule in all, and except the Ministers, Cabooceers, and merchants, no one received more than Is. at a 


_ time, —4s, in all. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 345 


meaning; it was a war palaver. Hungbahgee and Kohkohahgee became personal, and the King 
cautioned them not to promise too much. The Amazons, like turkey buzzards, preyed upon the 
fallen; in short, there was the usual quantity of squabbling, yet it had to us one glorious lustre, 
rendering it more valuable than the diamond to the miner. From the conversation, it appeared that 
this was the last of the Se que ah ee; nor do I envy any future visitor that may have again to set 
out the Hwae noo ee wha. 
The expenses of the above custom, by my calculation, were as follows :— 

Cowries . . . . . 5,889 

Cloth . . . . . 1,551 

Rum . . . . . 0,766 








8,205 

Food . . . . . 1,500 
actually given away under our eye. 9,705 dollars. 
The account we gave the King, admitting in some measure his exaggeration, was :— 

Cowries . ‘ ° e ‘ 7,215 
Cloth . F . . . 2,000 
Rum 4 . 7 7 4 1,400 
Food . . . . . 1,500 





12,115 dollars. 


June 23.—Three hours were spent in the Palace of Dangelahcordeh, while the Amazons 
arranged 924 heads of cowries and one pipe of rum, in portions, for about 1000 different people from 
distant towns. As it rained much, we counted them and left. 

June 24.—Mayo called and told us that the watering of the graves being finished, the King not 
wishing to keep us longer, he would soon appoint a day for a palaver. 

lune 25.—Mayo called, and reported that the King was about to make a Fetish, and that it 
would be perhaps fourteen days before we could hold a palaver. Visited the Fetish custom. About 
100 women in a variegation of cotton clothes, and decked out with strings of cowries, dancing. 
Present, Lehpehhoony, the King’s brother, and three other Cabooceers. Among the dancers was 
one of the King’s daughters. Gave them akeg of rum in return for some gin and liqueur set 
before us. 

June 26.—Mayo, Eeavoogau, Charchar, and Ignatio da Souza, were closeted all day with the 
King. Grand Fetish-dance, and sacrifice of a bullock, some goats, &c. 

June 27.—Visited the Palace of Bahdahhoony, the heir-apparent. 

June 28,—Eeavoogau called in the morning; Mayo in the evening. Conversation on the Slave 
Trade; both slave-dealers on a large scale. The Charchar, Ignatio, and Antonio, have been closeted 
all day with the Mayo. 

June 29.—Mayo called in His Majesty's name to receive our account of the expenses of the 
customs, which we gave as follows :— 


Cowries . i 5 a A 7,215 
Cloth ° . . . 2,000 
Rum 5 iS ey é 7 1,400 
Food . . 5 . . 1,500 


12,115 dollars. 


Having been closeted all day with the Mayo, the Charchar left for Whydah*, 

June 30.—Sunday. 

July 1.—Mayo called to inform us he was going to the King to ask him to appoint a day for a 

alaver. In the evening he returned, and informed us the King would appoint an early day. We 
ad a long conversation with him about the Treaty. 

This morning a chief of the Maha country, who had not before sworn allegiance to the King, 
arrived with the sign of subjugation, a wreath of palm-leaves round his neck. Lehpehhoony, at the 
head of the Cabooceers, received him at the gate of the Palace of Agrimgohmeh. Having marched 
three times round the square, he prostrated and kissed the dust, together with his three attendants. 
In front of the Cabooceers was a party of soldiers, headed by Pohvehsoo, armed besides their muskets 
with clubs; having prostrated and thrown dirt three times, the soldiers beat the ground with their 
clubs to signify they must go through the ceremony again. This they did several times. 

July 2.—Mayo and Eeavoogau called to give us the King’s account of his expenditure during 
these customs, first explaining that there were seven more to go through: the cleaning of the ship— 
dancing and singing at the Dangelahcordeh gate—dinner and firing guns along the road to and 
from Whydah—war palaver at Cumassee—custom to his father at Ahgongroo—the war—Fetish 
custom, which last up to the time of the next watering the graves. They brought 16 strings, each 
containing 2000 cowries and 26 odd cowries, or the whole expense for everything, 32,000 heads of 
cowries, or, deducting one-fourth the difference, 26,000 dollars. 

This was an exaggeration, but only proves that His Majesty has some idea of the use of note- 
books, since the reader may remember that the first day we were told 26,000 heads or 22,000 dollars 
had been that day and night distributed, which we most pura explained was not the case. Again 
a long palaver about the Slave Trade. On leaving they told us they were going to the King to 
explain to him our conversation. 


: July 3.—Mayo and Eeavoogau called to tell us the King would see us to-morrow, and brought 


® Antonio da Souza had been absent some days; he returned to-day. It s jtint he wet ts Wireh 40 
meet a sohooner, and arrived on the 22nd, in time to see her taken by the “ ” on the 23rd, in Whydah 


roads. 
Crass A. 2Y 
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accounts that the remaming castoms would. cost 11,80G heads: of cowries, making in: all, bir his 
own account— 
32,000° 


11,800 





_48,000 heads of cowries. 
6,257 difference one-seventh: 





37,543 dollars. 


They added that the King desired them to explain that if one ship comes to Whydah, the King 
monopolizes one-half the trade ;.that of three he take two. Much rain. 

July 4.—At noon (it had rained hard all the morning) we arrived at the Palace, and at 1 p.m. 
were ushered into the audience entrée before described. There were present the Mayo, Camboodee, 
Eeavoogau, Toonoonoo, and Caoupeh, and their coadjutors in the Harem, and also. Maehaepah, all 
slave-dealers of a large scale. Besides there were Mudiki, Narwhey, Magelika, and John Richards, 
interpreters. Narwhey, one of: the greatest slave-merchants, sot-disant: servant of the English Fort, 
told Mudiki in conversation, that he was working against his own interest in explaining matters to 
us, saying that the Slave Trade was sweet to him: however, a true translation was given both ways 
by John Richards. After:the usual compliments, the King asked us to make our statement, which 
was as follows :— 

“We have seen your customs and know your amount of expenses. Her Majesty the Queen of 
Great Britain, for the welfare of the human race, is anxious to stop the trade in slaves, and knowing 
you cannot relinquish it without an equivalent, has sent us, her Plenipotentiaries (“ Ah Hausso Noo 
beh,” the Queen’s mouth), to endeavour to arrange a Treaty. In the first place we recommend you 
to cultivate the soil; all the palm-oil and cotton you can produce cannot supply the British trade, 
and the present duties on vessels employed in legal trade being (if you stop the other) insufficient; 
we recommend you to raise it one-half. If you have enemies and are induced to war, make a treaty 
of trade with the chiefs of those countries, and instead of destroying, cause them to be tributary,.and 
make you prisoners of war the means of enriching your own country by the cultivation of the soil. 
Beyond these means of makmg your country rich and your name everlasting, Her Majesty; for the 
term of five years will yearly send you a present. 

“The Treaty, if entered-into, to be subject to ratification, and’ not to commence until the-first 
instalment was' received.” 

In answer, His Majesty gave us a history of the foreign trade of Dahomey, from its: earliest 
dates, and the continued good feeling that: had always existed between his ancestors and the. former 
Kings of Great Britain ; that throughout the Dahomans had sold slaves, He continued; “my people 
are a military people, male and female; my revenue is the proceeds of the sale of prisoners of. war. 
Did you, after you passed the swamp, except in the neighbourhood of towns, meet any farms ? 
Other nations deal in slaves, but not like me; they keep all the proceeds: to themselves ; I give mine 
to my people. I would wish the ports of Little Popoe, Ahgweh, Great Popoe, Porto Novo, and 
Lagos, to be forced to stop the Slave ‘Trade, before I could treat. In the meantime, let the port of 
Whydah be thrown open to my Slave Trade; not to all the merchants: there, but to my agents, 
Charchar, Domingo José Martins, Joaquim Antonio, Ignatio and Antonio da Souza; let the ships 
belonging to these five pass-free.” We explained to him that what he asked was impossible; and the 
interpreters wishing it to be put down in a letter to the Queen, we gave them the short negative, 
which the King understood, and said— 

“ Charchar has given me one ship, Domingo and Joaquim also one each, make a letter to the 
Queen to grant mea flag:and protection for these three.” We explained that such was impossible, 
and again had to be expressive and say, No. 

At this moment.the King’s countenance was: almost blanched, his head down, his right-hand 
rubbed his forehead, while his veins swelled, and in a tremulous voice he added, write to the Queen 
and ask her to direct her men-of-war to allow “one” ship to pass in my name to the Brazils, toy carry 
a cargo of slaves, and bring back goods: for me.” Again we answered, No; the removing of. one 
slave would not be allowed if it could be helped. 

“If I stop the Slave Trade how can the Meigau, the Mayo; &c., each of whom, and the: mer- 
chants, Narwhey, Ahjohbee, Queming, &c., who pay me 5000 dollars annually (considerably exagge- 
rated), duties and presents, afford to pay their customs. I cannot send my women to cultivate the 
soil, it would kill them. My people cannot, in a short space of time, become an agricultural people. 
War has destroyed all the neighbouring countries, and my people have to go far for food.. All. my 
nation—all are soldiers, and the Slave Trade feeds them.” 

We now explained to him that if he made his prisoners of war cultivate the soil at home instead 
of selling them to enrich a foreign land, they would soon be rich ; and read to him a.second.time the 
Articles offered. Finding we could make no impression, we asked him to dictate a letter in answer 
to Her Majesty's oft-repeated request, telling him that his wishes regarding the flag and free egress 
from the port of Whydah were impossible to grant. The Mayo explained. that if the Slave Trade 
was stopped, the King must send to the beach for sand to feed the people on. After some dispute. he 
dictated as follows :— 

Abomey, July.4, 18503. 
From Gézo, King of Dahomey, to Her Majesty Queen Victorias : 

Being desirous that the Slave Trade should be stopped in the minor ports prior to my-entering 
into a Treaty, I have to request that you will endeavour to blockade the slave ports between Quittah 
and Lagos, and then I will endeavour to enter into an agreement for the stoppage of the Slave Trade 
in my own country. _ : 

At present my people are a warlike people and unaccustomed to agricultural pursuits; I'should 
not be enabled to keep up my revenue, were I at once to stop the Slave Trade. 

Lam always desirous of being at peace with Great Britain. 

-T'am anxious that some person should be sent as Governor to the Fort’ at’ Whydah ; and” Having 
known him, should wish for Lieutenant Forbes, R.N. 
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Some years ago I entrusted two girls and one boy to the care of Mr. Freeman, I am anxious 
they should be returned. 
T.am anxious.that missionaries skould:settle.at Whydah. = 
is 


"(Signed) GEZO , King of Dahomey. 
mark. 


“Witness to the royal mark. 
: (Signed) Joun Bercrort, Consul, 
Bights of Benin and pia a 
iF. .E. Fonsezs, .Liextenant. Commandey, 
ALM.S. “ Bonetta.” 


This.letter‘having ‘been read tto' the ‘King, ‘Mr.‘Beeevoft produced: a capy: of'a detter'from the 
Karl of. Chichester, to’ Sagbua, Chief of Abbeokuta ; -we-explained to His Majesty it-was too evident 
he was.going to war with that people, amd that they were friends of the English people, and that 
English missionaries resided there. The King answered that he intended making war upon Abbeo- 
kata, and Mr. Beecroft had ‘better-warn the white men to leave. (I am convinced he’ intends to 
attack Abbeokuta after these customs:) The Mayo declared that the two'Kvoomen I had.seen last 
visit had not been fouud. The next question was concerning the imprisonment of John Mc Carthy ; 
the King, evidently. annayed at: these questions, ordered the Mayo to inquire about him. 

“Thus ended the palaver; and ‘I am of opinion that future attempts, unless by force, will fail in 
causing Gézo to give up the-Slave Trade, or his pride admitting him to accept a subsidy. What he 
recommends to be done to other ports, stopping-all trade, if enforced at Whydah, and Lagos be 
destroyed, the Slave Trade in the Bights will be at an end. The King's selfishness does not save 
his agents. Little Popoe.is almost a monopoly of the Charchar’s; Great Popoe is of Joaquim 
Antonio; Porto Novo an enormous monopoly of Domingo José Martins. 

In everything he said he illustrated simply a desire to enrich himself at the expense of his 
neighbours. 

If his trade be stopped his power is done. At the head of a military nation surrounded by 
enemies, he must have money, and would then treat for any trade. 

In a word, nothing but coercive measures will cause Gézo and his Ministers :to give up the 
Slave Trade. 

July 5.—Mayo, Eeavoogau and Caoupeh came to deliver His Majesty's present, which was -as 
follows :—For Her Majesty's, two pieces of cloth; Mr..Beecroft and myself, each one girl to wash 
our clothes, one Cabooceer’s stool and foot-stool, one piece of cloth, ten heads of cowries, one keg of 
rum; Mudiki, four heads of cowries, one piece of cloth, one: bottle of ram; Richards, two heads, one 
bottle; hammock-men, two heads, one bottle. After the present, they explained that His Majesty 
had given last war 4000 muskets to his soldiers, 4000 to the Agonee people, and 4000 he had to give 
to.the new war-men,.and that he had equipped these 12,000 soldiers (humbug); asked when we 
would start, as he wished to salute Her Majesty and. ourselves. The wife of John Mc Carthy being 
present, the Mayo took her to recognize her husband, promising to produce him. 

July 6—A 7 A.M., the Mayo, Eeavoogau, called, and at the same time the battery fired a 
salute of twenty-one guns in honour of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and thirteen each to Mr. 
Beecroft and myself. Drank. the health of their Majesties of England and Dahomey. 

The Mayo told us:thatJohn Mc Carthy would be -sent to Whydah as soon as the King gave 
orders for his release. 7 

I.now asked the. Beavoogau.whether, in case Mr. Beecroft and myself coming to Whydah, he 
would be ready to produce the said. John Mc Carthy; he evaded the question, telling me it was a 
small palaver, and that the- man would be seat. 

.T then.addressed beth thus: «I am. going to England, and shall acquaint Her Majesty that the 
King of Dahomey holds a British-subject prisoner: you know the consequences to your trade.” The 
shock was electrical; .and.they begged of me not to-be.angry. I then threw. myself into a: passion ; 
dashed a book on the table; and told them I-should act as I had told them. They looked much 
disconcerted. 

At.10 started en route to Whydah. Arrived at.Cana. :One of the purchased men was so ill 
he could not walk, and it occupied.me two hours to obtain two men to carry him; «and then. only 
because I had deelared he.should be carried in.my hammock if I.did not-succeed. After leaving 
Gana, at 4 P.M.,@ messenger overtook me, and desired me to stop, explaining that Narwhey and a 
King’s messenger were on the. road and wished .to speak tome. ‘In a short time they joined, with 
Me Carthy. and his wife, and a-message fromthe King, saying that he could mot -keep a British 
subject in prison. The wife.had been stripped and iremed in the condemned cell. 

‘Narwhey hinted that a. present would be acceptable to the King, which was sent from Whydah. 
(See list.) . Arrived at Tooboodoo. 

July 7.—Crossed the swamp; twelve hours on the road. Arrived at Whybagon. 

July 8.—This merning, outside our door, was.a party of soldiers guarding two dead bodies of 
Cabooceers, All headmen are! buried at. Abomey. ‘Besides that the generality of them have their 
ancestral houses there, it is a more sure report to the King. Arrived at Allahdah. 

July 9—Arrived at Whydab, and found Her Majesty’s ship “ Bonetta” had anchored the day 
before. 

July 10—Paid all debts ef the expeditien. (See list.) 

-July 11.—Embarked in one of Mr. Hatton's canoes, with. our hammock-men, all others being 
directly refused by all parties. 

Leaving the fort, a Fetish snake had, during the night, killed a cat in the kitchen, and had 
swallowed all but the two hind legs and tail, which- remained ungorged ; a Fetish woman was sent for 


to remove it. 
(Signed) ‘F. E. FORBES, 
Lneutenant, commanding H.M.S. “ Bonetta.” 





2Y2 
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No. 221. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received November 4.) 
Sir, ‘* Centaur,” Cabenda, August 3, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before my Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, the inclosed report relative to the Slave Trade, which 
I have this day received from the Hon. Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s 
steam-ship “ Cyclops,”’ senior officer of the South Division, on my return to it ; 
and I beg you will state to their Lordships, that 1 quite agree in Captain 
Hastings’ opinion, relative to its being most desirable by any means to check 
the exportation of slaves from the Portuguese territory ; but I do not concur 
with him in thinking that 11 cruizers will be sufficient for suppressing the Slave 
Trade on the coast from Cape Lopez to Elephants Bay, or rather to Cape 
Negro, but am of opinion that it would require 14 cruizers for a time to effect 
that object. T have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 221. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Cabenda, August 8, 1850. 

IN transmitting you a return of the stations of the cruizers which you have placed under my 
orders on the South Division of the African Station for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I avail 
myself of the opportunity to submit the following observations to your notice, 

Since the month of March, the date of the last returns, 14 captures (3 full and 11 empty) 
have been made by our cruizers, also 1 capture of a large slave-ship by the United States’ brig of 
war “Perry.” Nine of these captures have been made off the coast of the Portuguese Pro- 
vince of Angola (2 with slaves on board), off which coast until the middle of July I was only 
enabled to employ two cruizers, but in consequence of the frequent captures, 9 being made in four 
months, and from the information received, I was induced to send an additional cruizer as soon as 1 
could, between Point Palmarinha and Old Benguela Head. 

The three cruizers, therefore, at present stationed south of Loanda are the “ Rattler” steam-sloop, 
“ Waterwitch,” and ‘‘ Spy,” and another vessel could well be employed there with them, as the Siave 
Trade within the last few months has removed to the southward of Loanda, where the Portuguese 
authorities seem to give it every encouragement. I have addressed the Governor-General of the pro- 
vince on the subject, but, as you will perceive, with no success. 

Three steam-vessels, namely, ‘* Cyclops,” ‘“ Rattler,” and “ Pluto,” have been stationed since 
March to the 16th July, between Dande Point and the River Congo, from which part of the coast the 
Traffic had been principally carried on up to April with great success, generally by neutral vessels ; 
but from the numerous captures of fraudulent vessels that have been made, who attempted to assume 
neutral colours, and the re-appearance of the French and American cruizers on this coast has, I think, 
for a time suppressed the Slave Trade in the localities before mentioned. 

No shipments of slaves have taken place betweeu the River Congo and Dande Point since the 
escape of the American schooner ‘‘ Chatsworth,” of Baltimore, in March last; and I am informed 
there are at present upwards of 4000 Negroes ready for embarkation at Ambriz. 

Four captures have been made since March between the points above mentioned, namely, from 
Dande Point to the River Congo; but I think the knowledge of the positions of the steam-vessels has 
greatly deterred the slave-merchants in the Brazils from risking their vessels between Ambriz and the 
Congo; and although not many captures have been made by our steam-vessels on this line of coast, we 
have the satisfaction of knowing that no shipments have taken place therefrom. 

The Slave Trade hitherto carried on in the Congo seems to be removing to the northward of the 
river, owing to its being now so effectually blockaded, and two additional cruizers could with advantage 
be employed between the Congo and Mazumba, where there is only one at present stationed, namely, 
* Philomel,” which has recently captured a very fine brigantine of 236 tons, off Loango, from which 
place I fear a few successful trips have been effected within the last four months. 

During the first twelve months’ service on the African station my observation led me to think 
that no efforts on the part of our cruizers could suppress the Slave Trade ; but after further experience, 
and having now the active co-operation of a cruizer of the United States, under which flag the Slave 
Trade had been previously principally carried on, and thus baffled our best exertions, I am induced to 
alter my former opinion, being convinced that if from eleven to twelve British cruizers could be main- 
tained on the south coast, namely, from Cape Lopez to Elephants Bay, together with the presence of 
a French and an American cruizer, and also by exposing every shipment of Africans that took place 
from the coast of the Portuguese Province of Angola immediately to the Portuguese Government at 
Lisbon, that the Traffic in Slaves would soon be entirely extinct, so long as the squadron was maintained 
on the coast ; but of course on the withdrawal of our forces a revival of the Slave Trade would take 
place, unless the slave-growing countries found some cheaper method of labour than the employment 
of Africans. 

If the present division could be increased by two vessels, I would recommend an inshore blockade, 
the distance from the shore not to exceed six niles and by detaching boats to the principal shipping 
points, the steamers might then be ordered to cruize under sail only, for as long as the blockade was 
closely kept, the chases to seaward of suspicious vessels, except for profit, would not be of much 
consequence, unless it could be done without losing position, or leaving unguarded any portien of the 
coast. : 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS. 


me a 
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No. 222. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 7.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Cabenda, August 3, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners, a letter which I have received from Commander Quin, of Her Majesty’s 
sloop ‘ Waterwitch,” reporting especially on the capture of the Brazilian brig 
« Encarnacion,” with 860 slaves, on the 3rd March; and one from Commander 
Patey, of Her Majesty’s sloop ‘‘ Flying-Fish,” the capture of a launch without 
name, papers, or colours, with 180 slaves on board, on the 3ist May, and his 
subsequent proceedings with her. 

To the latter case, in which the slaves were shipped in Portuguese territory, 
and carrying coastwise to another part of it for re-shipment, I beg to call their 
Lordships’ special attention. I have much reason to believe the vessel was 
owned by a Brazilian merchant at Loanda, though the knowledge of her is 
disclaimed by the Portuguese authorities. 

: T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 222. 


Commander Quin to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Waterwitch,” at sea, March 3, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 2nd March, at 10°40 .M., a sail was reported 
on the weather-bow, about 15 miles off, which I immediately chased. At 12, having brought the 
chase a-beam, I tacked; she was apparently from her appearance, I considered, a large American 
brig. During all the afternoon we were fore-reaching and weathering on her very fast. At 5:30 P.M., 
I tacked again, in the hope that he would consider that I had given up the chase; as he passed our 
weather-beam, his hull was just seen rising from the gangway. At 6:30, having lost sight of the 
chase, I tacked again, and kept as near as I could judge on the same course that he appeared to be 
steering in the morning. At 10°30 p.m., the moon having risen, we again observed the chase on the 
weather-bow, and were evidently gaining on her. At 2°30 A.M., of the 3rd, we began firing muskets 
at her, to induce her to heave-to, but that not having the effect, I fired two shots over her, but she 
still kept on, under every studding sail she could set, and it was not until we were close under her 
lee-quarter, and a musket being fired right at her, that she rounded dead-to. On boarding her we 
found her to be the brig “ Encarnacion,” of about 400 tons, without either colours or papers, and 
having on board about 860 slaves, which she had shipped at Lobito. We had chased her eighteen 
hours, and ran 118 miles. My conjecture was right, as I was informed that when we tacked they 
thought we had given up the chase. All the information I could obtain was, that she had come 
from the Brazils, under American colours and false papers, and had kept them on board until Friday 
night, at 11 o'clock, when she shipped her slaves from the spit forming the harbour of Lobito. The 
crew said they had been twenty-five days hovering about Elephants Bay and Salinas, watching their 
opportunity, and that 500 staves had been ‘ready for embarkation at Elephants Bay, but they refused 
to take them, as the number was too small for such a large brig. She was a remarkably fine vessel, 
and could have easily stowed 1000 slaves ; her measured length from the taffrail to inside the ring- 
heads was 115 feet, beam 30 feet, and her masts and yards in proportion. At 9 o'clock on the 
morning we took her, she parted company for St. Helena. I am now on my way to Benguela, to 
land the slaver’s crew. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed) RICH. ROBT. QUIN. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 222. 


Commander Patey to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Flying-Fish,” St. Paul de Loanda, June 9, 1850. 


IN continuation of my letter of the 8rd May, I have to inform you that after proceeding to my 
appointed rendezvous by the Hon. Captain Hastings, of the “Cyclops,” for the Ist of June, and 
waiting until the morning of the 2nd, in hopes of seeing that ship, but failing to do so, I proceeded 
with vessel I had captured, with all possible dispatch for Loanda, and arrived at this place about 
noon of the 6th instant, when I immediately communicated with the Governor, and requested he 
would take steps to ascertain if the schooner was Portuguese property. On the 9th I received a 
letter from him, disclaiming her as Portuguese property (a copy of which is inclosed) ; finding I 
had no alternative, I immediately received all the slaves on board this sloop, with the provisions, 
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&c. I intend sailing instantly for St. Helena; after leaving them in charge of the proper authorities 
at that place, I shall return without a moment’s delay, to resume the duties of my appointed cruizing 
ground, T have, &e. 

(Signed) G. EDWIN PATEY. 


A P.S.—The vessel being. perfectly unseaworthy and useless,.I shall take her outeide and destroy 
er. 





Anclesure.3 in ‘No. 222. 
Minute of Identification. 


ON the 8th day of the month of June 1850, on board the palhabote captured with 180 slaves 
on board, on the 3lst of the month of May last, ‘by the Commander of the brig “ Flying Fish,” 
(British eruizer) by order No. 157 of Captain Manoel Thomas da Silva Cordeiro, Commandant of the 
Station there, were present for the purpose of verifying if that vessel was the property of Portu- 
guese subjects, in order to her being adjudicated by the competent tribunal of the British and 
Portuguese Mixed Commission :—Filippe Antonio Escruaros, 1st Lieutenant of the Royal Navy, 
Captain of this port, and Adriano Maria Passalaqua, 2nd Lieutenant, names as competent persons to 
take the measurement. of the said pilot-boat ; and likewise in ‘the character of witnesses, Jodo Capis 
trano da Souza Leves, and Joze Maria Arango e Silva, 2nd Lieutenants, and Joaquim Joze Rebeiro, 
Master Carpenter, and Joao Martine, Master Caulker, which measurement appears as follows:— 
Length from stem to stern, 7034; palms; beam, 16,4; palms; depth of hold, 70), palms; producing 
25,3; tons. And this measurement having been compared with the books of measurement of vessels 
in the Office of the’Captain of the Port, where ‘have been registered since the 1st of June all the 
coasting vessels of this province, it was found not to agree with any of the aforesaid (registered) 
vessels ; nor were there any signs which could characterize the above-mentioned vessel ; further, there 
was not found any mark in the main hatch, denoting the number of tons of the vessel in question, 
as is customary. The Carpenter and-Caulker said that the vessel did not appear to be more than 
five years old, as she had received no repairs since her first construction, except the caulking of the 
deck, which apveared to have been done anew. And there being no sign to characterize the vessel as 
having been national property, the officers appointed agreed, and very formally declared, that they 
were unable to consider her the property of Portuguese subjects. And all this having taken place in 
the presence of ‘me, Jose Antonio Raugal Lima, Clerk of the Naval Depét, I drew out this minute, 
which the above-mentioned offieers signed with me, on board the aforesaid vessel, dated at supra. 

(Signed) JOSE ANTONIO RANGAL LIMA, Clerk of Depét. 
FILLIPE ANTONIO ESCRUAROS, Ist Lieutenant and 

Captain of the Port. 

ADRIANO MARIA PASSALAQUA, 2nd Lieutenant. 
JOAO. CAPISTRANO.DA SOUZA LIVES, 2nd Lieutenant. 
JOZE MARIA ARANGO E SILVA, 2nd Lieutenant. 
JOAO * MARTINE, Caulker. 
JOAQUIM.JOZE RIBEIRO, Carpenter. 





No. 223. 
Commodore Fanshawe to.the.Secretary to the. Admiralty.— (Received November 7.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” Cabenda,.August 5, 1850. 


I HAVE the‘honour ‘to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 17th of 
May, directing me to furnish the Lords‘'Commissioners of the Admiralty with 
full information of the circumstances attending the attempt of the slaves on 
board the Brazilian brig “‘ Ventura,” captured by the “ Cyclops,” to retake that 
vessel from her prize-crew. 

The report of ‘Lieutenant Hodgkinson, the officer in charge of the prize, 
which I transmitted to their-Lordships .in .my despatch of the 19th of March, 
sent by the “ Firefly,” will have enabled them, I hope, to gain all the information 
that was desired by Her Majesty’s ‘Secretary of ‘State for Foreign Affairs on the 
subject. 

: With reference to the concluding paragraph of that despatch, I beg now to 
inclose the copy of a letter which I received from the Hon. Captain Hastings, 
in reply to my inquiry whether the case had been reported to the judicial 
authorities at St. Helena, in order that the Brazilian cook Palma might be 
called upon to .answer for the offence ; and that you will state to their Lord- 
ships, that on -my visiting 5t.-Helena in the month .of April, I ascertained that 
the man-was ‘still in the hospital; that the case had been brought under the 
notice of the edlonial authorities; and, as'I understood, it was considered’ that no 
satisfactory result could arrive from Palma being brought to trial there. 
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TP would!’ beg to-add‘that I believe: it'is a-customary practice with the slave- 
dealers: and’ crews to endeavour to impress the slaves with the idea that their 
capture by our ships would entail. on them. increased. privation and even. death. 

The “Centaur” captured on the 2nd instant a Brazilian: brig with 737 
slaves on board, which had been shipped at Loango only three days. I' visited 
her myself’ within half an hour. I found’ many of the boys and girls on deck 
frightened, crying and evidently apprehensive of further misfortune, the men on 
the slave-deck, who could look. up the hatchway, making ‘significant gestures of 
inquiry, whether their throats would be cut. I need hardly add that the 
impression was speedily, effaced. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 223. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” off Ambriz, March 27, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, with 
reference to my letter of the 5th instant, inclosing one for Lieutenant Hodgkinson, repeating the 
circumstances of an attempt by the slaves on board the Brazilian vessel’ “Ventura,” to take pos- 
session of her, instigated by the Brazilian cook, Palma, and requesting me to inform you whether 
any step was taken in consequence for Palma’s confinement. 

In reply, I beg to state that on the arrival of the “Ventura” at St, Helena, from the dangerous 
state of the wound received, he was placed in the hospital, and his death hourly expected ; but orders 
were left by Lieutenant Hodgkinson with Mr. Knipe, the Proctor, in the event of his recovery. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS. 





No. 224. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.--(Received November 12.) 


Sir; “ Centaur,” Cabenda, August 7, 1850. 


WITH reference to my former reports to you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners: of the Admiralty, on the subject of the continued Slave 
Traffic in the Portuguese territory on the west coast of Africa, and more espe- 
cially to my despatch of the 6th of April, I have now the honour to request you 
will be pleased to submit to their Lordships the inclosed copies of a correspond- 
ence which has taken place between the Governor-General of Angola and 
Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “Cyclops,” the senior officer of 
the South Division, in my absence; and in confirmation of Captain Hastings’ 
statement of the number of slaves captured which had been shipped from Por- 
tuguese territory, I beg to name the “ Ventura,” 481 slaves shipped at Novo 
Redondo; “ Encarnacion,” 860, shipped at Lobito; launch unknown, 180, shipped 
at River Vano, a little north of St. Philip’s Bonnet, Benguela, the latter a very 
peculiar case, respecting which I shall probably find it my duty to communicate 
with his Excellency the Governor-General, on my next visit to Loanda. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in. No.. 224.. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, ; “Cyclops,” Loanda, July 11, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter of the 18th June, reporting the capture of a slave-brig by Her 
Majesty’s steam-ship under my command, on the previous evening, and although I reported that the 
vessel captured had neither colours or papers, she was recognized’ by many of us on board this ship 
as a Portuguese vessel called the “ Etna,” alias “ Joaqguina,” which was observed lying in this port 
last September. 

On my arrival at Loanda on the 7th instant, I caused inquiry to be made as to the history of 
this “‘ Etna,” alias “ Joaquina,” and found, on referring to the official gazettes of that city, that the 


352 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


“ Etna” arrived at Loanda in March 1849, as a French veseel and in a leaky state, with a cargo from 
Brazils. In the month of May she was sold by her French owner to a Senhor Garrido, a merchant 
at Loanda, and registered by colonial passports as the “‘Joaguina,” and was employed as a Portuguese 
coaster for a short time, but eventually disappeared from this coast, after clearing out of Loanda in 
ballast, poeae to Benguela, and reported to have shipped 500 slaves from ‘that place for conveyance 
to Brazils. 

Under these circumstances I thought it my duty to address the Governor-General of this 
province on the subject, and also to bring under his notice the frequent captures and shipments of 
Africans made from the Portuguese territory. 

T have now the honour to inclose you the correspondence in question, and have no hesitation in 
stating that the Slave Trade has been carried on from the Province of Angola toa greater extent 
this year than from any other part of the southern division of the station. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 224. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to the Governor-General of Angola. 


Sir, “* Cyclops,” Loanda, July 7, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to bring under your Excellency’s notice the following circumstance. 

On the 17th ultimo, being about thirty miles west of the port of Loanda, in Her Britannic 
Majesty’s steam-ship under my command, we sighted and captured after a few hours’ chase an empty 
slave-brig, without colours or papers, the vessel being immediately recognized by myself and officers 
as the “ Etna” of Marseilles, seen by us lying in this port in September last, where I learn she had 
been purchased by a Senhor Garrido, a merchant residing at Loanda, who changed the name to 
“ Joaquina,” and sailed her as a legal trader under a provisional passport granted by your Excel- 
io A Government, for a few voyages as a coasting vessel, but she eventually disappeared from the 
neighbourhood of Benguela, having shipped 500 Africans, whom she safely landed in the Brazils. 

The bond entered into on that vessel's last clearance from this port thus became forfeited, and the 
mount was, I believe, paid some time ago. : 

As several persons on board the “Cyclops” can make oath to the identity of this slave-vessel 
captured having been the “tna,” alias “Joaguina,” I am of opinion that there are sufficient 
grounds for doubting the fair-dealing of Senhor aries and consider that that gentleman should be 
called upon for further explanation as to what became of this vessel, “Etna,” alias “Joaquina,” from 
her quitting this port on her last clearance. 

n conclusion, I have to inform your Excellency that it will be my duty to bring the whole of 
-this matter under the notice of the British Commander-in-chief, and would remark with exceedi: 
regret, that to my knowledge since .January last, upwards of 2000 slaves have been shipped from the 
, coast of the Province of Angola, 1500 of whom have been fortunately liberated by the British 
cruizers, and the remaining 500 were re-landed from the vessel that was conveying them across the 
seas, she being afterwards destroyed by the crew to evade capture, a merchant-vessel in sight having 
“been mistaken for a Portuguese cruizer. 

This continued breach of the Treaty agreed upon by our respective Governments for the 
~-suppression of the nefarious Traffic in Slaves, is much to be deplored, and could not occur if the 
Yocal authorities in this province performed their duties honestly, the non-performance of which 
duties will be source of deep regret to countries so sincerely desirous of putting a stop to the Slave 
Trade as Portugal and Great Britain. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 224. 
The Governor-General of Angola to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Palace of the General Government in Loanda, July 10, 1850. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your official letter dated from the port of this city, on the 
7th instant, and which only came to hand yesterday about 2 o'clock p.m., to which (official letter) I 
do not reply, as is suitable should be done (como convinha), in order not to compromise the dignity 
with which I am invested by Her Most Faithful Majesty the Queen of Portugal, nor will I reply to 
any other (letter) which may come to me conceived in similar terms; but I shall not fail to address 
myself as it pehoves me on the subject, as well to the Government of the same august Lady, as to 
the Commander-in-chief of the British Naval Forces in these seas. 


God preserve you. : 
(Signed) ADRIANO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 
Governor-General. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 224. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to the Governor-General of Angola. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, July 11, 1850. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 10th instant, in reply to 
mine of the 7th instant, wherein you acquaint me that you do not reply to my request, as is suitable 
should be done, in order not to compromise the dignity with which you are invested by Her Most 
Faithful Majesty the Queen of Portugal, and that you will not reply to any other letters that may 
come to you conceived in similar terms. 

I would inform your Excellency that, holding the position of senior officer in command of a 
division of Her Britannic Majesty's squadron on this part of the coast of Africa for tre suppression 
of the Slave Trade, I cannot conceive what compromise it could be to your Excellency's dignity, in 
corresponding with the representative of the British Commander-in-chief, which officer took occasion, 
at your Excellency’s levée in September last, to introduce me to your notice as such. 

My letter of the 7th instant was not conceived in any spirit of disrespect to your Excellency, 
but merely to narrate the capture of a slave-vessel lately made by Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-ship 
under my command, and to draw your attention to the previous character of that slave-vessel ; offering 
to produce proof against a merchant of Loanda, Senhor Garrido, as being implicated in the slave-vessel, 
in the hope that an exposure of these circumstances would assist your Excellency materially in putting 
a stop to the numerous shipments of Africans that have taken place in the province (south of Loanda) 
since January last, destined for slavery in the Brazils; and stating that if the local authorities 
performed their duties honestly, these shipments could not have been effected. 

IT would now beg to recall to your Excellency’s notice the shipments made in the province south 
of Loanda since the beginning of this year, which I think warranted me in making a charge against 
the local authorities, deeming that you might not be truly acquainted with the proceedings to the 
southward, as, in a letter received from your Excellency, you stated that you were able to assure me 
with pride, that it was not known to you that there had departed from any place where there are 
Portuguese authorities resident along the extent of this vast coast, one single African destined for 
this inhuman traffic, and that your orders had been rigid and completely executed. 

On the 26th January, the Brazilian brig “ Aventuera” shipped 450 slaves at Novo Redondo at 
noonday, only six miles from Quicombo, where a Portuguese commandant is resident, which vessel 
was captured by the ship Icommand. On 27th of that month we found many of the slaves on board 
her speaking the Portuguese language, who stated that they had been household slaves at Loanda. 

The brig “ Encarnacion,” on March 1, shipped 850 slaves at Lobito, the person in charge of 
that place having himself been found on board her with slaves on his own account, and proceeded in 
the vessel in the capacity of cook, after her capture by Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch.” 

A launch, with 180 slaves that were shipped at Quicombo, where a Portuguese commandant is 
resident, captured by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Flying-Fish,” many of the slaves being found 
speaking the Portuguese language. 

Unless a faithful co-operation be maintained on the part of every subject of Portugal in Africa, 
with the forces of our respective countries, to suppress this nefarious Traffic, there can be no hope of 
the final extinction of the Slave Trade. 

In conclusion, I would beg to be permitted to reiterate my former observation, that I did not 
conceive my letter of the 7th instant (nor indeed do I the present one) in any spirit of disrespect to 
your Excellency or Government, and I therefore cannot discover how any compromise of dignity on 
the part of your Excellency could take place, in replying to a letter adircesel you by an officer in 
commaud of Her Britannic Majesty's Naval Forces on the south-west coast of Africa, the 
representative of the British Commander-in-chief. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





No. 225. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 12.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” Cabenda, August 8, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 19th ultimo, acquainting the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty with the return of Mr. Consul Beecroft and 
Lieutenant T’orbes, of the ‘‘ Bonetta,” from their mission to Abomey, and trans- 
mitting Lieutenant Forbes’s report, I have to request you will do me the honour 
to acquaint their Lordships that on conferring with Mr. Beecroft on the subject 
of the King of Dahomey’s declared intention of making the Abbeokuta country 
the. seat of his next war, I thought it desirable (in which opinion Mr. Beecroft 
concurred) to address the letter to His Majesty, the copy of which I herewith 
inclose, and I hope my doing so will be approved of. 

This letter was given to Mr. Beecroft, to transmit to the agent of Messrs. 
Huttcn, house at Whydah, in order to secure the King’s having a proper 
knowledge of its purport, as well as the mercantile community of that place. 

I beg you will also inform their Lordships that I have instructed the senior 

Crass A. 22 
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officer of the Bights division, in the event of the missionaries at Badagry apply- 
ing to him for powder and ball for their protection, to furnish it as far as he may 
be able. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 225. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the King of Dahomey. 


TO the most renowned King of Dahomey, the Commander-in-chief of the Squadron of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, on the coast of Africa, wishes health, peace, and the blessing 
of God. 


Sire, “ Centaur,” Princes Island, July 23, 1850. 


I HAVE learned with extreme regret, from Lieutenant Forbes, the officer of Her Majesty the 
Queen of England, my Sovereign, whom I sent to your capital of Abomey, that you have refused 
the proposals made to you by the directions of the Queen, to abandon the Traffic of Slaves in your 
dominions, and that you proposed making war on Abbeokuta, in the Yaruba country, for the object 
of obtaining more slaves for sale. 

It becomes my duty, therefore to apprize you that the people of Yaruba are the friends of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England, and that Her Majesty's Government will see with much displeasure 
any act of violence or oppression committed against them, and also, that there are dwelling at Abbeo- 
kuta, and in the Yaruba country, many British-born subjects and liberated Africans, whom they are 
bound to protect from injury, and that if they receive any from your hands, it will be considered an 
act of hostility against the Queen and the English people, and will cause the coast of your Majesty's 
dominions to be immediately invested and blockaded by Her Majesty’s ships under my command, 
and all trade stopped. 

L hope your Majesty will come to some wiser conclusion, and that God may so dispose you. 

(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, 
Commander-in-chief of Her Britannic Majesty's Squadron 
on the West Coast of Africa. 





No. 226. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty——(Received November 12.) 


(Extract.) “ Centaur,” Cabenda, Auqust 8, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, an extract of a letter with inclosures, which I have 
received from Commander Cumming, of Her Majesty’s sloop “‘ Rattler,” report- 
ing the capture of the Brazilian brigantine ‘‘ Volusia,” on the 2nd ultimo, which 
vessel had false papers and showed American colours. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 226. 
Commander Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe. 


( Extract.) “ Rattler,” July 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that off the River Congo, on the 2nd instant, Her Majesty's 
steam-sloop under my command captured the Brazilian brigantine “ Volusia,” of 190 tons, a crew 
of 17 men, and fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with false papers, and sailing under the American 
flag ; that the crew have been landed at Cabenda, and the vessel has been sent for adjudication to 
St. Helena, in charge of Lieutenant Dawkins. 

As the Slave Trade on this part of the coast appears to be chiefly, if not wholly, carried on under 
the game system of disgrace and dishonour to the United States’ flag, this capture, Sir, presents 
nothing whatever instructive, nor does it offer any point of peculiar interest, beyond adding another to 
the many proofs of the frequent and increasing violation by the African slave-dealers of a flag—the 
symbol of freedom and liberty—in consigning to perpetual slavery a harmless and inoffensive race. 

“ [have also the honour to inclose certified declarations from the master-supercargo and chief 
mate, stating the vessel to be bond fide Brazilian property, that they have no protest to offer, and 
that themselves and crew land at Cabenda, of their free will and consent. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 226. 
Declaration of the Master of the “Volusia.” 


I, JOAM DE LE JOSE DISNEY, master of the Brazilian brigantine “ Volusia,” do hereby 
declare that, having no protest to offer, do not wish to join the said vessel for the purpose of defending 
her, and that I go on shore of my own free will and consent. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler,” at sea, this 3rd 


day of July, 1850. 
(Signed) JOAM DE LE JOSE DISNEY 
Signed in the presence of 
(Signed) ARTHUR CumminG, Commander. 
Peter Mc. K. Goprrey, Senior Lieutenant. 
Duncan J. Loutrip, Master. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 226. 


Declaration of part of Crew of the “ Volusia.” 


WE, the undersigned, belonging to the Brazilian brigantine “ Volusia,” do hereby declare that, 
having no protest to offer, had no wish to go in the said vessel for the purpose of defending her, and 
that we go on shore of our own free will and consent. 

Given under our hands, on board Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop “ Rattler,” at sea, the 8rd 
day of July, 1850. 


(Signed) DANIEL FLEUTIS CULHO. 
J. S. NICHOLS. 
Signed in the presence of LUIS ANTO. JOZE DE COSTA. 
(Signed) ArtHuR CumMING. 


P. Mc. K Goprrey. 





No. 227. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 12.) 


Sir, “Centaur,” Cabenda, August 8, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that I have received information of the capture on the 
7th of June, by the United States’ brig of war “ Perry,” off Ambriz, of the 
“* Martha,” of New York, a ship of 450 tons, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, 
and about to take 1500 slaves from that vicinity. 

- This vessel, on being chased by the “ Perry,” I learn hoisted American 
colours, conceiving her to be an English cruizer; but on the ‘ Perry’s” closing, 
and a boat proceeding from her under American colours, she hauled down the 
American and hoisted Brazilian colours, and was declared to be Brazilian, the 
American flag having been used only to evade an English cruizer. She was 
detained by the ‘“‘ Perry” and sent to the United States for trial as a pirate, I 


understand. 





IT have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
No. 228. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty-—(Received November 12.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Cabenda, August 8, 1850. 


RESUMING my statement of proceedings as reported in my letter of the 
22nd ultimo, I have to request you will be pleased to inform the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that after the departure of the ‘Bonetta,” I 
had the opportunity of conferring with Mr. Consul Beecroft on various subjects 
connected with our respective duties, and that he procecded in the “ Jackal” on 
the 23rd to Fernando Po, where Lieutenant Fowell was directed to endeavour to 
beach the “ Jackal,” for the purpose of removing the barnacles, weeds, &c., 
which had accumulated to a great degree on her bottom. 

2Z2 
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Having completed the replacing the tubes of the boilers of this ship I sailed 
from Princes Island on the 26th. 

On the 19th anchored off Sanga Tanga, and the next day reconnoitred it, 
River Nazareth, and Cape Lopez Bay, without seeing a sail larger than a boat. 
At Sanga Tanga, however, the appearance of the barracoons and other buildings, 
and numbers of canoes gave indication of an active Slave Trade. 

Proceeding to the southward on the Ist instant, I communicated with the 
“Philomel ” off Mazumba. 

On the morning of the 2nd, the “ Centaur” captured the Brazilian brig 
“ Esperanga,”’ with 737 slaves on board, on passage from Loango to Rio Janeiro, 
and sent her to St. Helena. This vessel, we were informed, only changed owners 
and colours on the day of shipment, having been the American brig ‘‘ Clyde.” 

On the 3rd, I anchored off Cabenda, for the purpose of landing the crew 
of the captured vessel. Linclose, for their Lordships’ information, a statement of 
these men, as to how they arrived at Loango, at it bears on the practice and 
result of our landing these crews of slave-vessels in Africa as soon as we can after 
their capture. I found in the “Cyclops” the senior officer of the division at 
Cabenda ; and after receiving from him all the information which I have now 
reported to their Lordships, dispatched him to order the “ Pluto” to meet me 
there. 

On the 4th I was joined by Her Majesty’s stcam-vessel ‘“‘ Prometheus,” 
from England and Ascension, and received their Lordships’ despatches sent by 
her; and in the evening detached the barge and pinnace of this ship to cruize 
to the northward. 

On the Sth, having inspected the ‘‘ Prometheus,” and found her in a whole- 
some and forward state, I sent her to victual the ‘‘ Philomel,” with despatches 
for the senior officer of the Bights and North Divisions, attaching her for the 
present to the latter. 

On the 7th the “ Philomel ” anchored for water and stock. 

On the morning of this day the “Pluto” joined, and I am preparing to 
dispatch her to Ascension, Sierra Leone and England, as this month’s vessel, 
intending the “Spy” to be the next. I shall remain a few days longer in this 
vicinity, and then proceed to Ambriz, where I have the expectation of meeting 
the American Commodore. 

The “Snap,” with provisions from Ascension, from whence she sailed on 
the 19th June, has just arrived, and I am happy to be able to report that her 
leaks have not increased. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


P.S.—The “ Esperanca’”’ shipped her slaves 3! to northward of Loango. 
She was an American vessel, named the “ Clyde,” Captain Gould. She left Rio 
about 8th June, and arrived at Loango, 30th July, changed owners, colours, and 
shipped. 
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Inclosure in No. 228. 


Parricutars of the information obtained from the crew of the Brazilian brig “ Esperanga,” 
captured by Her Majesty’s steam-ship ‘‘ Centaur,” on August 2, 1850. 


Name. Station. REMARKS, 











Joaquim Marques _.| Brazilian | Arrived on the coast in the “ Huntingdon,’ 
“ Pluto,” March 1; been captured 7 times. 

Arrived on the coast in the French barque “ Tourville,” from 
Rio; has been 16 years in Slave Trade. 


Captured in “ Volusia” by the “ Rattler,” on July 2. 


captured by 
José Ant. Cordeira .. a 
José Rosas .. a4 » 


José Maria Rodriguez . ay Arrived on the coast 9 months ago, in the Brazilian schooner 


“ Venuz,” taken by “Firefly,” October 23, 1849. 2 
voyages, taken twice. 






Matteos Loa .. is ” Ditto. Ditto. 

Joaquim de Souza... » Ditto. Ditto. r 
José Masada .. ee nf Ditto. Ditto. 

Sebastian Terceira .. * Ditto. : Ditto. 

John Lucas .. a 7 Ditto. Ditto. 

Antonio José (2) —.. | Portuguese Ditto. Ditto. First voyage. 


Antonio José (1) .-| Brazilian | Landed from “ Philomel,” being of the crew of the “ Espe- 
culagéo,” taken by her May 9. 

Elias da Costa . .. | Portuguese Ditto. Ditto. 6 years in Slave 
Trade; 7 voyages, 5 clear trips. 

Bra. da Silva. a Ditto. Ditto. 2 voyages, taken 
twice. 

Alex. Francisco we ‘on Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

Manuel Jcsé .. os ” Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

Antonio Diez .. .-| Brazilian | Arrived on the coast in Portuguese trader “ General Riego,” 
from Rio to Loanda. First voyage. 

Frans. Joaqm. Fernandez} eS Ditto. Ditto. Made 2 voyages, 
and taken twice. 

Manoel Joaquim 5% ” Ditto. Ditto. 22 years in Slave 


Trade. 9 times taken; 17 or 18 clear trips. 

Arrived on the coast in Brazilian schooner “ Concei¢éo,” 
from Rio to Loanda. First voyage. 

Arrived on the coast in a brig taken by “Rattler.” First 
voyage. 

Arrived on the coast in a Portuguese trader from Rio to 
Benguela. First voyage. 


Salvador Stainslau _.. | Portuguese 
Ant. da Silva .. a, ” 
Luiz d’Adriade . a ” 


Enos Justinian . .-| Brazilian Ditto. Ditto. First voyage. 

Andre Francisco a 9 Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

Manoel Ribeira. oe ” Arrived on the coast in Brazilian brigantine ‘“ Esmeralda,” 
taken by “Rattler.” Made 8 voyages; taken twice. 

José Maria Brando .. s Arrived on the coast in Brazilian brigantine ‘Bel Monte,” 
from Rio to Loanda. First voyage. 

Francisco Antonio .. 5 Arrived on the coast in Brazilian schooner “Venuz,” taken 
by “ Firefly.” 15 voyages. 9 times taken. 

Francisco José . Be AY Ditto. Ditto. 2 voyages, both 


times taken. 


No. 229. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received October 31.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Cabenda, August 12, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners 
ofthe Admiralty that I have received information from the President of Liberia, 
dated June 4th, that the Liberian Government had succeeded in securing the 
territory, and extending its jurisdiction over the Gallinas, and all the territories, 


UE EER TE CR ee en et EE ae ee ee 
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excepting a small tract owned by the Tuckers, for which they are negotiating 
up to Shebar; and that Liberian Commissioners were then in the Gallinas and 
Cape Mount countries, for the purpose of adjusting the disputes and settling 
the difficulties, and putting an end to the wars in those countries, and to open 
the road into the interior and encourage legitimate commerce; and the 
President also informs me that it is his opinion there is no possibility now of the 
Slave Trade being revived at Gallinas or in that neighbourhood. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





No. 230. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
November 5.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, August 7, 1850. 


. LT INCLOSE for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, Lieutenant J. C. Bailey’s statement of having captured in the ‘“ Sharp- 
shooter,” the armed Brazilian slaver ‘‘ Julia,” or ‘‘ Norma,” after she landed a 
cargo of negroes. 

This is the fourth capture Lieutenant Bailey has made within one month 
after his arrival on this station; and I have thought it due to him to approve of 
his vigilance and zeal. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 230. 
Lieutenant Bailey to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, « Sharpshooter,” at sea, July 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 11th instant, Her Majesty’s steam-vessel under 
my command captured the armed Brazilian brigantine “ Julia,” or “ Norma,” having leaguers laid 
fore and aft as a slave-deck. She had four days previously landed 308 slaves; she was to have 
brought 500, but could not procure more on the Coast. I closed her on the 4th, when the slaves were 
on board, but lost her through darkness coming on. Whilst capturing her a boat escaped to the 
shore, which we were unable to bring-to, though we chased and fired several shot for that purpose. 

Idispatched the prize the same afternoon to St. Helena, under charge of Mr. Campbell and 
four men, with two of her own crew to assist in navigating her, the remainder were landed near 
Franceza Island on the 13th. She was a beautiful new vessel of about 130 tons; had only made this 
one trip, but was when taken on her way to Espirito Santo to fit out for a second; she was armed 
with two 12-pounder carronades, a quantity of ammunition and cannisters for the guns, each con- 
taining 100 musket-balls, as also with rifles fitted for dagger-bayonets ; the whole armament was in 
most excellent order. 

Her crew consisted of Spaniards, Portuguese, and Brazilians. The captain, a Spaniard, and 
most superior kind of man, was the person who commanded the felucca which beat off the boats of the 
“ Growler” and “ Firefly” on the coast of Africa. He told me that boats should not have taken him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN C. BAILEY, Lieutenant Commanding. 





No. 231. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
November 5.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janciro, August 21, 1850. 


ON the 13th ultimo I had the honour to transmit a report of Commander 
Schomberg having resigned to the custody of the Sub-delegado of Police at 
Guarapari, the slave-schooner “ Feiticeira,” in consequence of a written state- 
ment that she had come under the notice of the police under the suspicion 
of being engaged in unlawful trattic, and that she had been submitted to the 
consideration of the Brazilian Governor of the province. 
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I strongly suspected at the time, that the proceedings of the Brazilian 
authorities had a view to protesting, rather than to punishing, this illegal trader ; 
and on the 8th instant my suspicions were confirmed, by a letter from Her 
Majesty’s Consul at this port (a copy of which I beg to inclose), giving me 
information of this same schooner “ Feiticeira,” being ready for sea, and 
equipped to bring a cargo of slaves from the African coast. 

I immediately dispatched the “Harpy,” which, on the 12th instant, captured 
the schooner in question, with her casks filled, her slave-deck nearly laid, and, in 
short, as the Consul describes, just waiting for her crew to arrive from Rio, to 
enable her to start for the Coast. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 231. 


Consul Hesketh to Rear- Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 8, 1850, half-past 3 p.m. 


INFORMATION has this moment been given to me, that the slave-dealer, Don Francisco, a 
Spaniard, has a schooner ready for sea, equipped to bring a cargo of slaves from the African coast. 

She is now concealed up the river or creek Guarapari, a little to the southward of Campos ; the 
last of her crew were engaged in this town yesterday, and left last night for Cumpari; it is also stated 
that the vessel is to leave her hiding-place on Saturday morning, the 10th instant, and will in all 
probability proceed at once to sea. 

She lies as far up the creck as she can float, and if boats are sent in after her, they will have to 
pull some distance up the winding creek before they can fall in with her. She is called the 
“ Fetticeira.” 

I am promised information of more than one slaver preparing in the harbour to slip out, and as 


soon as I receive it, shall transmit it to the senior officer, in your absence. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. HESKETH. 





No. 232. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
November 7.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, August 30, 1850. 


BY the “ Spider,” which arrived to-day with the mails from the River Plate, 
I received the inclosed letter from Commodore Storer, which I beg to lay before 
their Lordships, as it terminates, I hope, the correspondence which I had the 
honour to transmit on the 23rd ultimo, and on which I requested their Lord- 
ships’ instructions. : 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 232. 


Commodore Storer to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


U. S. ship “Brandywine,” off Monte Video, 
Sir, August 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 22nd ultimo. I 
regret that the views you assign as those under which Captain Schomberg acted in his attempt to 
board the steamer “ New World,” and which appear to have your approval, are such as I can in no 
event asseut to. 

The attitude which the Government of the United States has assumed on the subject of the 
right of visit of her merchant-vessels in time of peace, is well known. American citizens, prosecuting 
a lawful commerce under the flag of their country, are not responsible for the abuse or the unlawful 
use of that flag by others; nor can they rightfully, on account of such alleged abuse, be intercepted 
or detained on the ocean. The Government does not admit that visit of American merchant-vessels 
by British cruizers is founded on any right, notwithstanding the cruizer may suppose such vessel to 


be British, Brazilian, or Portuguese. 
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T trust, therefore, that your orders to your squadron, to which you allude, may prevent the 
recurrence of similar attempts, which, if repeated, I am persuaded would seriously jeopard the kindly 
relations subsisting at present between our respective Governments. 

Tan, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. W. STORER, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, 
Coast of Brazil. 


rr 


No. 283. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
November 7). 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 1850. 


ON the evening of the 31st ultimo Commander West and Lieutenant 
Woollcombe, of my flag-ship, were returning on foot from a visit to one of the 
mountains in this neighbourhood, when they were insulted by the police and 
lodged in jail for the night. I immediately represented the outrage to Her 
Majesty’s Minister, and I request you will inform their Lordships that the 
Brazilian Government has expressed its sincere regret at the event, and has 
summarily dismissed from the police the persons implicated in it. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 234. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received Nov. 7.) 


(Extract.) “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a translation of a despatch from the President of the 
Province of Bahia to the Brazilian General commanding the Forces, which has 
been transmitted to me by Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, and which directs 
that the forts and batteries which guard the ports and coast, do use force to 
prevent the seizure of ships by foreign vessels. 





Inclosure in No. 234. 
The President of Bahia to the General Commanding the Forces. 


(Translation.) August 19, 1850. 


HIS Majesty the Emperor having determined by circular order of 31st July last, conveyed 
through the Secretary of War, that this presidency do issue the most positive orders for the forts and 
batteries which guard the ports, bays, and coast of this province, to use force, in order to prevent the 
seizure of Brazilian ships as well as those of other countries by foreign vessels, it being the duty of 
the commander of these forts before employing such force, to warn the aggressor by firing without 
ball, that such vessels are in territorial waters and under the protection of the batteries, and further 
to authorize the said commanders that they request from the police or the National Guard the aid 
required for the service of the said forts, when the respective garrisons are not sufficient to repel such 
aggression ; recommending also that persons be not allowed to remain near the scene of conflict or in 
the neighbourhood, who are not necessary to such defence. ‘This I communicate to your Excellency 
for your information and due execution, requesting in time everything necessary respecting the above 
object, having already addressed despatches on this subject to the Chief of Police and to the Com- 
manders of the National Guard of the municipalities of Cachoeira, Valenca, and Itaparica, where such 
fortifications exist. 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 861 


No. 235. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty —(Received November 19.) 
Sir, ‘* Centaur,” Loanda, August 26, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letters to you of 5th instant, transmitting a corre- 
spondence which had taken place between his Excellency the Governor-General of 
Angola and the Hon. Captain Hastings, as senior officer of the Southern Division of 
this station, I have now the honour to inclose you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, translated copies of two letters which I have 
since received from his Excellency, complaining of the manner of Captain Hastings’ 
letter, and the allegations contained in it against the subaltern provincial autho- 
rities, of connivance in the Traffic of Slaves; and also of my reply to him, in which 
T have left, as their Lordships will observe, any observation in the explanations 
which he has been pleased to offer me relative to the embarkation of Slaves from 
Angola, and which are not to my mind satisfactory, for another communication, 
wishing first to obtain, as I expect to do, further corroborative proof. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 235. 


The Governor-General of Angola to Commodore Fanshawe. 


(Translation.) 
Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Palace of the Government of Loanda, July 10, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour of delivering into your Excellency’s hands, a duly authenticated copy 
(No. 1) of an official letter,.dated 7th current, addressed to me by Captain Hastings, of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Britannic Majesty's steam-frigate “Cyclops;” and 
a ia He an answer (No. 2) which I have deemed right to send to that letter. 

e unbecoming (inconveniente) manner (for I can give no other name to it) in which that 
captain has addressed the highest authority of avast province belonging to the dominions of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty, will not fail to be duly appreeiated by your Excellency. Neither do I doubt 
that Portuguese authorities of this province, so maliciously underrated by that captain, will obtain of 
hand Excellency a reparative corresponding to the gratuitous outrage inflicted on them, inasmuch as 

yy that captain asserting that from January till this time above 2000 slaves have been embarked for 
transport bere sea, 500 of whom have been captured by British cruizers, add 500 were obliged to 
be disembarked, neither declaring where or by whom they were embarked. Knowing that this coast 
is very vast, and that there are few points were authorities exist; and knowing also, or ought. to 
know, that I have not only ordered, but done as much as lays in my power, and that the sttictest 
orders are put in force to put an end to this nefarious Traffic, a shame indeed to civilized man, and 
much to be lamented that all those measures which have been put in practice until now have been 
inefficient, not only by our respective nations, but by others. The long, honourable, disinterested 
services I have lent to my country, and which have caused me to be known beyond it, places me, [ 
am persuaded, beyond suspicion; and I am not willing lightly to believe, that when the Hon. Captain 
Hastings makes use of the following expressions: “and could not occur if the local authorities of 
this province performed their duty honestly,” he had the least intention of directing them to me 
personally. Nevertheless, I feel myself obliged to defend my subaltern authorities, when no proofs 
are presented of their being culpable, or conniving with the infamous slave-dealers, and up to this 
time no proofs have been given. Contenting himself with suppositions, and assertions without any 
foundation, and which uever ought to have been brought forward by men placed in high positions, 
and who make themselves certainly responsible, by the unfounded statements which they present, at 
least before the tribunal of public opinion and morality. 

This is what I have to say with the generality of the accusations presented by Captain Hastings 
against the Portuguese authorities. 

Now with respect to the brig formerly called “ Etna,” alias “ Joaquina,” I have but little to 
say, but that will be sufficient to prove to your Excellency how lightly that officer speaks of me, and 
probably owing to the false and treacherous information he has received. Senhor Garrido, whom 
Captain Hastings represents as owner, or as having purchased that vessel, never appears, or has in 
the slightest way appeared officially (and it is only on official and positive data 1 can act as an 
authority) as owner or purchaser of such a vessel, but another Portuguese subject, who at 
present is not here, and could easily have transferred her to a third, and that one to a fourth 

senger, 
Uy When said vessel left this port, it was with lawful papers, and satisfied what the law prescribes 
with all its austerity and precision; and from the time I commenced the Government, as well as 
before that time, the law, in all its force, has been carried out with all its prescribed rigour. 

I feel assured that all these explanations are due to your Excellency, and am deeply persuaded 
that your Excellency will do deserved justice to my character; and am aware further, that I have 
done my utmost to carry out the designs of our Governments, expressed in the Treaty of the 3rd 


Lass A, 3A 
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July, 1842, and will be pleased to bring to an end this correspondence, which besides being disagreeable, 
is unfounded. 

As I said to Captain Hastings, so I write-to your Excellency on this subject; and I shall equally 
write to my Government, sending a copy of all this correspondence, to the end of obtaining a 
reparation for the offence received. 

I profit, &c. : 

God preserve your Excellency. 

(Signed) ADRIAN ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 


Governor-General. 





‘Inclosure 2 in No. 235. 
The Governor-General of Angola to Commodore Fanshawe. — 


(Translation.) - 
Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Palace at Loanda, July 12, 1850. 


I HAD the honour to address your Excellency a despatch dated ‘the 10th instant, in which I 
submitted to your Excellency’s.consideration a letter sent tome by Captain George Hastings, com- 
manding Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-frigate “Cyclops,” and also the answer I deemed right to 
return to that officer ; but as that captain sent .me yesterday another letter (of which your Excel— 
lency will see a copy inclosed, No. 1) in which he is more explicit, I think it my duty to address to your 
Excellency the considerations which I judge fit to offer to your Excellency’s penetration, a part of 
which I have already explained verbally to your Excellency at the last visit with which you 
honoured me. = 

I shall say nothing yet respecting what Captain Hastings repeated in his letter of the 11th 
relative to Senhor Garrido, because that I have already suffeientty explained to your Excellency in 
my above-mentioned despatch of the 10th of this month. 

That captain says, that in the letter I had addressed to him, I declared it was in my power to 
assure him with pride that in no place where there was a Portuguese authority, had one single African 
destined for that inhuman Traffic been embarked, neither did any barracoon exist for that Traffic. 
Doubtless, I said so in the answer to the two letters of the same captain of the 4th March of this 
year, of which I now send a copy to your Excellency (Nos. 2 and 3), and I now confirm what I said 
on that occasion, because, having ordered the naval force of Her Faithful Majesty on this coast to 
make a strict examination of those places indicated hy the letters, that force did not meet with any 
barracoon destined for the prohibited Traffic, not even at the distance of two or three leagues in the 
interior of the country, where those entrusted with the search, which was conducted with the most 
scrupulous care, according to the efficial communication I received. ‘Being able, on the other band, 
to assure your Excellency that I also ordered to. be searched with the greatest care, those places where 
Portuguese authorities are established, and which were pointed out hy Captain Hastings as those where 
shipments had been made, I am satisfied the captain has been erroneously informed, perhaps by the 
crews of the captured vessels whose depositions cannot be credited for many reasons, which I will 
not point out, because, doubtless, they have not escaped your Excellency’s.penetration ; nevertheless, I 
cannot excuse myself saying to your Excellency it.may easily have happened..more to the northward 
or southward of those places pointed out as the spots where the shipments had been made; but in 
this case it has been in such manner that there. has been no connivance on the:part of the authorities, 
and certainly I should have superseded and punished these I found implicated in-such a crime,<for 
your Excellency must doubtless be aware of the honesty.and loyalty with ‘which I carry out all 
possible endeavours to extinguish the illicit Traffic. : . ' 

I cannot conclude without referring to some observations which Captain Hastings makes respecting 
slaves which have been captured, speaking the Portuguese ‘language, declare themeelves that they 
have been domestic slaves at Loanda. Certainly your Excellency knows that slavery is permitted in 
these dominions of the Crown of Her Most Faithful Majesty; and it cannot be doubted that it often 
happens that slaves are sold and exchanged by one ‘master to anvther, either at displeasure for bad 
behaviour, or that reverse of fortune makes it necessary they should be sold at times at, Loanda, but 
it does not then follow that they should be pointed out as slave-dealers and co-operators in the: ship- 
ments beyond sea. : 

As to the shipment at Lobito, I ordered.a judicial examination to be made, which I recommended 
to be conducted with the greatest circumspection ; the result shows no such shipment took, place at 
that place. 

As, however, the person in charge of that place disappeared on that occasion, as was communi- 
cated to me by the Governor of Benguela, and Captain Hastings says he. was fallen in with on board 
the vessel which was conveying the slaves, it would have been very desirable that he should have 
been given up to me, for I should then have had more certain means of proceeding.to a more serious 
examination and arrived at the knowledge of his accomplices (if he have any): and ‘let ‘fall on them 
the sword of justice and the law. 

Feeling that your Excellency, of whose loyalty: I am well aware, is entitled.to these explanations, 
I am thoroughly certain that your Excellency will do perfect justice to my loyalty. oat 

I profit, &c. 

God protect your Excellency. 


(Signed) ADRIAN ‘ACTACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO, 
: : Governor-General. 


! 
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Inclosure’ 3‘in:No. 235. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Governor-General of Angola, 


Sir, : “ Centaur,” off Point Ambriz, August 20, 1850, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letters of the 10th and 
12th July, with their several inclosures, copies of a corresporidente on the subject of the Traffic in 
Slaves on the coast of the Province of Algola, which had’ taken place between ‘your Excellency:and 
the Hon. Captain Hastings, the officer whom I had deputed to ‘act in-command of. Her’ Britasnic 
Majesty’s ships on that coast during my absence, as I had made known te your Excellency. 

The same absence will account fot your Excellency not receiving an earlier reply to those com- 
munications. Captair Hastings, as was his duty, had previously’ transmitted to me copies of the 
aforesaid correspondence; which have been forwarded by me to my Government ; and as your Excel- 
lency is pleased to inform me of your intention to transmit it also to the Government of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty, with the view of obtaining a “ reparation for the offence received,” it might be most 
convenient to leave the question entirely for discussion at Lisbon and London, and for me to make 
no further comment upon it, especially as Captain Hastings has assured your Excellency, in very 
distinct terms, that neither of his letters was dictated with ho spirit or feeling of disrespect for your 
Excellency or your Government, but solely with the object of placing before you circumstances which 
had come under his observation, bearing upon the Traffic in Slaves in the Province of Angola, as 
connected with the Treaty for extinguishing it existing between our respective Governments. 

But I have two motives for not being silent: the first, because your Excellency has appealed to 
me personally to do merited justice to your own high character, and to relieve the subaltern autho- 
rities under your command trom the “ gratuitous censure” which you conceive has been placed upon 
them ; the second, because lam desirous. of speaking of Captain Hastings’ conduct, which I do not 
consider deserves the harsh views which your Excellency has taken of it, or the strong remarks you 
havermade, 9 wt : 

vcRivst,-then, although I have-every disposition to: respect:the exalted position which yoar Excel: 
leney. holds, Iam not prepared to admit that it necessarily places the possessor above suspicion or. 
doubt as to the loyal and honest performance of his duties. 

History, ancient and modern, affords: many instances to the contrary ; but the long, honourable, 
and-disinterested career of your Excellency (a part of which is well known to me), your loyal devotion 
to.your Sovereign, and the esteem in-whieh you are held by yout country, call upon me unhesitatingly 
to repudiate such an jdea as applicable to your Excellency;,and to receive, as I have done, as perfectly. 
sincere, the repeated assurances which you have made to me of your earnest desire to put down the 
nefarious Traffic in Slaves in the province which you govern, by all the means in your power. 

I believe also that the majority of the honourable Portuguese officers of your Government share 
your Excellency's sentiments, and rigidly obey your instructions ; but I must avow at the same time 
(and it is with great regret I am compelled to do so by the 'facts which I have learnt), that my opinion 
is, that if your Excellency’s high-minded views were generally entertained, and your orders always 
faithfully discharged by all the subaltern provincial authorities, the Traffic in Slaves and shipment 
beyond seas from Angola would be much more diminished. 

2ndly. With regard to the complaints your Excellency has made of the manner of Captain 
Hastings’ communications to you, I wish first to acquaint your Excellency that Captain Hastings was 
directed by me, in my absence, to furnish you, and also the officers commanding the naval force of 
Her Most Faithful Majesty, with any information he might obtain relative to the aforesaid Traffic, 
which might lead to the supposition that your Excellency’s orders and wishes as declared to me had 
not been fully and honestly obeyed, or which had a bearing upon the existing treaties between our 
two countries. If in conveying such information to your Excellency, in pursuance of my orders, he 
expressed himself in unsuitable terms so as to compromise your Excellency’s dignity by receiving 
them, I very sincerely regret it, and he has disclaimed to your Excellency any such intention; but if 
with the frankness ofa British officer and seaman, prompted by a zealous desire to execute his duty 
faithfully, and with'a feeling of honest indignation at finding his exertions baffled, by slaves being so 
frequently embarked from different ports of the coast of Angola, he has exposed facts to your 
Excellency and repeated to you the names of parties whom he learnt were concerned in them, and 
expressed a: doubt in consequence as to the first performance of their duties by local provincial 
authorities (a doubt in which your Excellency will perceive I participate, and which I find thus 
expressed in a Portuguese despatch now before me: ‘Se estas mesmas subalternas autoridades 
correspondessem no seu dever tomar se hia muito extraordinaria que com as actuaes medidas 
tomadas por mar, saisseu desta costa escravos para alem mar”), I cannot blame him, but must 
declare to your Excellency that I am convinced he is above being actuated by any malicious feeling, 
and is only guided by the same high principles and anxious desire which your Excellency professes, 
to put an end to a traffic which ie a disgrace to a civilized country. 

In conclusion, I have to thank your Excellency for the explanations which you have been pleased 
to offer me respecting the representations made to you by Captain Hastings, and to express the hope 
that your Excellency will consider I shall be wise in leaving my observations on them to be the 
subject of another letter. I avail myself of this occasion to repeat to your Excellency the assurance 
of my high consideration, and to say how much I wish your Excellency’s exertions may be crowned 
with success, and that history may be able te record that it was under your Excellency’s Government 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty's Province of Angola the Slave Trade from it beyond seas was 
suppressed. ” ‘ 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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No. 236. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 19.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Loanda, August 30, 1850. 

I HAVE to request you will be pleased to submit to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of letters with documents appended, 
which I have received from Commander Harvey, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ King- 
fisher,” and the Hon. Captain Hastings, of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Cyclops,” 
relative to the detention, first by the ‘“ Kingfisher's” boat, and subsequently by 
the United States’ brig of war “ Perry,” of the brigantine “ Chatsworth,” sailing 
under American colours, and of the circumstances which made her character 
suspicious. 

Their Lordships will perceive in this matter a proof of the great desire of 
Commodore Gregory to act up to the spirit of the Treaty of Washington for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade; and though he has not found sufficient ground 
for seizing the “Chatsworth,” I hope his scrutiny will prevent her carrying slaves 
from the coast again, as I have little doubt she did on her last voyage. 

I have also to add on this subject, that on Mr. Brand, Her Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at this port, waiting upon me on my arrival, I called on him to give me 
all the information he could respecting the “‘ Chatsworth,” on her former voyage, 
and his ground for suspecting she had taken slaves ; and I beg to inclose the copy 
of a letter which Mr. Brand has addressed to me in consequence; and though 
he has not in it mentioned Mr. Power (the English merchant who disclaims with 
so much indignation having given the officers of the ‘‘ Cyclops ” any information 
about the “ Chatsworth” at Ambriz), he told me that Mr. Power was the person 
from whom he had received the information which convinced him of the justness 
of his suspicions of her carrying off slaves in February or March last. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 236. 
Commander Harvey to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Kingfisher,” off Dande Point, August 16, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on Tuesday last, the 13th instant, about 1 p.m. heard two 
guns fired to the south-east, and at 2:30 p.M., a sail was reported in shore. Made her out to be a 
rakish brigantine standing to the north. With our pinnace in company, made all sail to close; at 
3-20 p.m. observed chase to have colours at her main, apparently American ; hoisted ours; continued 
the chase under all possible sail. At 5:45 shortened sail to topsails and left to board the chase. 
Found Lieutenant Hamilton on board with a portion of the pinnace’s crew, pianace keeping close 
astern. Lieutenant Hamilton (a copy of whose report is inclosed) accompanied the vessel from his 
station, deeming her suspicious. Found her to be the “ Chatsworth” of Baltimore, forty-seven days 
from Pernambuco; examined her papers, found them correct, a certificate from the American Consul 
of Pernambuco for the Portuguese crew, but the signature difficult to decipher, and written in 
Portuguese, and the vessel very suspicious, only the captain and the mate Americans; the latter, every 
appearance of a foreigner, and speaking English indistinctly, the remainder Portuguese, two Brazilian 
passengers, supercargo an Italian, to whom the cargo was consigned, stated by the latter to consist of 
casash, farinha, jerked beef, and arrow-root. 

Left Lieuteuant Hamilton with orders to remain at Ambriz to watch the “ Chatsworth,” but in 
no way to interfere, until my return from Loanda. . 

After mentioning the above to Commodore Gregory, I heard from Mr. Brand, the Vice-Consul, 
that “the ‘ Chatsworth’ left St. Paul's, Loanda, in January last, for North Benguela; that she was 
some time after cruizing off and on Ambriz, and succeeded in getting away in February with upwards 
of 590 slaves on board.” 

I named the above to the American Commodore, who had also received similar information, and 
informed me that the “ Portsmouth’s” launch had left for Ambriz on the 12th instant, and that the 
“Perry's” boat should be immediately dispatched to the same place, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the true character of the “ Chatsworth.” 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. HARVEY. 
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Inclogure 2 in No. 236. 
Lheutenant Hamilton to Commander Harvey. 


Sir, © “ Kingfisher,” off Ambriz, August 17, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to make the following report to you of the circumstances in connexion 
with my conduct on board the American brigantine “ Chatsworth,” on the 18th of the present 
month. 

Early in the forenoon of that day observed the above-mentioned vessel running along the 
land to the northward, I proceeded in chase ; whilst closing her I hoisted my colours and mounted my 
gun; she then showed American colours. . Not wishing to detain her in any way, I pulled ahead of 
her, and thus succeeded in boarding without compelling her to heave-to. On my arrival on board I 
demanded the ship’s papers, which were immediately handed to me. Observing that the captain was 
the only American on board, I told him that circumstances rendered him in my opinion a suspicious 
vessel, and that therefore I should be obliged to open his hatches. He refused to permit me to do 
so. I still persisted in my determination ; he then declared he would give up charge of the vessel, 
which he accordingly did. ; 

I then ordered the crew of the pinnace to come on board, and took charge of her myself, as he 
was bound to Ambriz, and being aware that both an American and an English man-of-war were 
cruizing off that place, I thought it advisable, instead of lifting the hatches, to proceed thither with 
all dispatch, for the purpose of communicating with either of the above vessels. On taking charge 
for tne better security of the ship’s papers, I ordered the captain to deliver them'to me, which he 
immediately did. In the course of the afternoon, Her Majesty's sloop under your command hove in 
sight, and I fired two guns from this pinnace to attract attention, still steering my course for 
Ambriz. Nothing more transpired until your arrival on board. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. T. HAMILTON. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 236. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, August 25, 1850. “? 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived in Her Majesty's steam-ship under my 
command, at the port of Loanda, on the 20th instant, and found lying there the United States’ ship 
“ Portsmouth,” bearing the pendant of Commodore Gregory, together with the “Perry,” and the 
American merchant-vessel “ Chatsworth,’ who you may remember I noticed some months since had 
escaped from this coast with slaves. 

On my visiting Commodore Gregory, to inform him of your contemplated arrival. at Loanda, 
as well as to pay my respects, he informed me in the course of conversation, that having received 
from Commander Harvey, of the “ Kingfisher,” a notification of the “ Chatsworth’s” arrival off 
Ambriz, and observing that she was one of the suspected vessels alluded to in the correspondence 
which passed between Commodore Powell, of the “ dour Adams” and myself, he directed Lieutenant 
Foote, commanding the “Perry,” to proceed to examine her, and if, after examination, he should 
find her character suspicious, to bring the ‘‘ Chatsworth” to Loanda. On Lieutenant Foote visiting 
the “ Chatsworth,” he stated that he found all her papers perfect, but the list of the crew, which 
on mustering, all, with the exception of the master, were found to be natives of Brazil, having also 
an Italian supercargo; and the cargo consisting of farinha, casks containing aquadente, jerked beef, 
and plank. Lieutenant Foote considered these circumstances, together with the previous suspicion, 
sufficient to justify him in detaining her for scrutiny, and on my arrival, which was the day after 
the “ Chatsworth,” the interviews between Commodore Gregory and myself took place, and a 
request was made to me to give all the information in my power, respecting the illegal character of 
the “ Chatsworth.” 

The annexed copies of letters, I in consequence addressed to Commodore Gregory, which 
contained all the information I could give respecting this vessel, and in reply the Commodore verbally 
informed me, after perusal of the documents, that the courts of law in the United States, not 
acknowledging any but the most positive peel, he felt compelled to release her, but being of opinion 
that her character was most suspicious, he would cause a strict watch to be kept on her movements, 
and would represent the conduct of the American Consul at Pernambuco (who is a Brazilian) to his 
Government, in permitting a Brazilian crew, with an Italian supercargo, to navigate a vessel under 
the American flag, the said vessel having only one citizen of the United States on board, who by 
virtue of a letter purporting to be written by one Johnson, who owned and commanded her on her 
last visit to the Coast, appears as captain. 

I also forward you a correspondence which has passed between Mr. Power, a British merchant, 
late of Ambriz, and myself, relative to this vessel, wherein you will observe Mr. Power denies 
having made any mention of the “ Chatsworth,’ although the statement can be proved by two 
officers ; and I would remark that in this instance as well as in others, Her Majesty’s cruizers under 
your orders have been thwarted rather than assisted by the British merchants in Africa, in their 
endeavours to perform their duty. 

Having taken on board 40 tons of coal, I quitted the port of Loanda under sail on the 24th, 
leaving 55 tons in the depédt, as ascertained by the chief engineer's report, with directions for Com- 
mander Cumming, in case of his arrival before any collier appearing, to only embark 25 tons, 
leaving the remaining 30 for the “ Centaur.” 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 


eS 
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Inctosire 4 in Ne, 286. 
Captain the Hom -G. F. Hastings te. Commodore. Gregory. 


Sirs - : Sieg wba aires Hs “© Cyclops,” Loanda, August 21, 1850. 


HAVING learnt from Commander Harvey, of. Her!Bvitanni¢ Majesty's sloop “Kingfisher,” that 
the.American brigantine “‘ Chatsworth” had been detained by the United States’ byig of war “ Perry,” 
on suspicion of having conveyed slaves from the Coast a few months ago; and having on my arrival at 
this port last night, through the kindness of.Lieutenant Foote, of the “ Perry,” ascertained that the 
above report was correct, and that he had considered .it his duty, from the previous information that I 
had given him relative to the suspicious character of the “ Chatsworth,” te detain. her for scrutiny, I 
am sure you will therefore pardon my troubling you by letter with the particulars connected with this 
vessel, which caused me to entertain the suspicion in question. 

In the month of October last the “‘ Chatsworth” arrived at. Ambriz, and was boarded by the 
boats of Her Majesty's steam-ship under my command ;,we: found her to be originally from a port in 
the United States, with a general cargo for Africa, commanded by-a: person named Johnson, who was 
also the owner; her papers then stated her to be a brigantine. The “ Chatsworth” discharged her 
cargo after some weeks between Ambriz’and 'this -port and continued sailing, between Loanda and the 
River Congo for some time afterwards, apparently from her light draught of water only in ballast, and 
her movements, in my opinion, being most suspicious for a legal trader. F 

‘ On visiting this port after.the ‘‘Chateworth" had discharged cargo, for the purpose of coaling, I 
was informed that the-master ‘had disposed of his vessel ‘to a Senhor.Carpo of this-city,.and shortly 
after this report, although no official transfer or sale appeared to have taken place, the “ Chatsworth” 
arrived again off Ambriz, with the son-in-law. and -clerk to Senhor Carpo on board, still with the 
American ensign flying, and consequently was not again: boarded by us. 

Owing to light winds and ‘strong currents the cruizers were set off the land, and on sighting 
Ambriz again (where the “ Chatsworth’ had been left at anchor), she was observed to have sailed. 
An officer of this ship landed some time afterwards, and on making inquiries, learnt from the Ame- 
rican and British merchants~ resident-there, that-that:-vesset-had: ‘shipped a cargo of slaves and 
escaped along the land with them; and I soon after heard from the officer commanding Her 
Britannic Majesty’s steamer ‘Pluto’ that be had: ¢hased-her; but night coming on had lost sight of 
her. The above information was corroborated on my next visit to this port, by hearing it publicly 
stated that the “ Chatsworth” had: conveyed slaves away, and therefore having no doubt in my own 
mind from the previous knowledge of her movements, that the same was correct, in consequence con- 
sidered it my duty to give the information of the suspicious character of this vessel to the first 
American vessel of war ‘I fell-in with, and therefore tendered the same to the commanders of the 
“John Adams” and “ Perry.” : ; 

” This is all the information that I am able to give you, Sir, relative to the Chatsworth ;” but 
frém having hada great deal of experience with ‘fraudulent vessels that’ visited this coast for the 
purpose of embarking negroes, perhaps ‘you-will allow me to offer: the following suggestions, which 
might be attended to in a further searching of this vessel. : 

1. I have reason to believe that Johnson, who was master of the “ Chatsworth” on her last 
voyage here, and who still appears as'the reputed owner, did not: go-over in his vessel to the Brazils 
when she left this place; if not, how does the exchange of masters take place at Pernambuco? Fur- 
ther, although Johnson is stated to be the owner, I question whether he would appear (or indeed any 
American citizen) in the court of the United States to defend her, were she sent for trial. 

2. The ground-tier of casks in her hold should ‘be examined, to ascertain whether water is not 
substituted for aquadente, and a strict search ‘made to- see if every article of'cargo agrees with her 
manifest. ; 

3. When the “ Chatsworth” left this port last, what port did she clear-out for in the Brazils ? 
This can be ascertained by an examination of the official bulletin published in this city. 

4. The signatures and seals of the American Consul at Pernambuco should be closely scrutinized 
as to whether they are not forgeries, as American legal traders on this coast have never had crews 
of Brazilians with an Italian supercargo on board, and which I am given to understand the “ Chats- 
worth” has. 

With the suspicious character of the “ Chatsworth,” and there being on board of her farinha, 
which is the usual food of slaves, together with a quantity of plank, which can be laid as a slave-deck, 
and having an entire foreign crew, instead of those belonging to the ‘nation the colours of which he 
assumes, I have no hesitation in stating that a British vessel similarly situatedwould be condemned 
by our Admiralty Courts as a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade. _ 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 236. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Gregory. 


Sir, “Cyclops,” Loanda, August 22, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you a declaration made before me this day by an officer of Her 
Britannic Majesty's steam-ship under my command, having reference to the suspicious character of the 
brigantine “ Chatsworth,” now under your scrutiny, and to which I alluded in my official communica- 
tion to you yesterday. 

.  Regretting my inability to furnish you with further evidence of the illegality of the trading and 
proceedings of a vessel of so suspicious a character as the‘ Chatsworth,” — 
‘ I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, 


TS 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 236. 
Declaration of Mr. West. 


I, ALFRED ORMOND WEST, a. commissioned officer in Her' Britannic Majesty's Navy, 
belonging to Her Majesty's ship “Cyclops,” do hereby solemnly declare, that on or about the 12th 
day of April, 1850, I was awaiting an opportunity of returning to my ship, then in the offing, in 
company with Mr. Gwim, an American merchant, and Mr. Power, British merchant, together with 
the several slave-dealers resident there, when the gentlemen before mentioned informed me publicly, in 
the presence of the slave-dealers, that the American’ brigantine ‘‘ Chatsworth” had shipped a cargo 
of slaves from the neighbourhood of Ambriz some time in the previous month. ; 

Signed by me, this 22nd day of August, 1850, on board the ‘ Cyclops,” at Loanda, on the south- 


west coast of Africa. 
(Signed) A. O. WEST. 
In the presence of 
(Signed) Geo. F. Hastines, Captain. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 236. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Gregory. 


Sir, : “ Cyclops,” Loanda, August 24, 1850. 


I BEG to forward you copies of a correspondence which has passed between Mr. Power, a 
British merchant at present resident at Loanda, and myself, having reference to the documents trans- 
mitted you by me on the 22nd instant, touching the alleged illegal trading of the American brigantine 
Chatsworth.” 

I have, &c 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, 





Inclosure 8 in No. 236. 


Mr. Power to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 
: Loanda, August 23, 1850. 
UNDERSTANDING this morning that a document was yesterday presented, bearing Mr. 
West’s signature, certifying that I had stated to ‘him, in the presence of several slave-dealers, that the 
American brigantine now in this port, had taken a cargo of slaves some months since, I beg herewith 
to state, that should such a statement exist, I declare it without hesitation to be false and without 
foundation. : 


Sir, 


I remain, &c. 
‘(Signed) © A.M. POWER. 





Inclosure 9 in No. 236. 


Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Mr. Power. 
Sir, “ Cyclops,” Loanda, August 23, 1850. 


I HAVE to acknowledgethe receipt of your letter of this’ day’s. date, .relative 4o.a dooument 
which you heard had been presented to the American Commodore yesterday, bearing the signature of 
Mr. A. O. West, stating that you had informed that gentleman, in the presence of the slave-dealers 
at Ambriz, that’ the Amefican brigantine “ Chatsworth,” at present lying in this port, had shipped 
slaves some months since, and that you declare the same false and without foundation, 

Before replying to the subject-matter of your letter, I would request that should you deem it 
necessary to hold any further communication. with me on this subject, you will be good enough 
to remember that you are addressing a gentleman; and I beg you to understand that I take all 
responsibility for the presentation‘of any document bearing. Mr..West’s signature, as I was the cause 
and the person who presented it, and unless your letters to me are couched in proper language I shall 
take no notice of them. 

And now in reply, I have to inform you, that on Mr. West rejoining this ship from Ambriz in 
April last, he stated, the moment he came on board (and heard by every officer), that it was publicly 
mentioned at Ambriz by all parties, that the “ Chatsworth,” American brigantine, had shipped a 
cargo of slaves; and he mentioned your name with many others, as being the parties, who stated it; 
fortunately, another officer was present with Mr. West; he is now absent from this vessel, but I shall 
be enabled, if necessary, to procure his corroboration of Mr. West's statement, and (on the credit of 
those two gentlemen) I believe the statement was made. 

I explained to Her Britannic ‘Majesty’s Consul yesterday, how much pained I felt (and 
requested him to intimate the same to you) on being compelled by a sense of public duty to give 
my authority for the rumour in question, as I much wished to avoid causing the slightest inconveni- 
ence to yourself, from whom we have all received on many occasions such frequent kindness and atten- 
tion; but being placed on this coast for. the specific object of the suppression of the Slave Trade, I 
feel constrained: to .avail: myself of every information I may obtain, unless imparted to me under a 
promise of confidence. 

In conclusion, I trust on reflection, you will see that the object of contradiction can be obtained 
by the use of courteous and gentlemanly language, 

: “Thave, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 236. 
Viee-Consul Brand to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Loanda, August 29, 1850. 

I HAVE tte honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated yesterday, and proceed to 
lay before vo1 what is known to me respecting the proceedings of the Chatsworth during her last 
voyage to this coast. 

This vessel arrived here on the 10th January last from Bahia, vid Benguela and Ambriz, and 
was consigned to a person at this place, believed to be wholly engaged in the Slave Trade. 

It appears she left Bahia on the 25th September last; and it was reported that she had then 
been sold, but not delivered, the delivery being to be made when the suitable occasion should arise, 
to the person on board, who appeared as supercargo. 

Her cargo was reported as consisting of aguardente, soap, flour, and sundries. The master, 
who also appeared as owner, was named J. D. Johnson, of Baltimore, to which port the vessel 
professed to belong. 

I have since learned that the “ Chatsworth” cleared out at Benguela, not for this place, nor 
for the northern ports, but for St. Thomas and Princes; an additional cause of suspicion, as there is 
no evidence that she was ever really destined for these islands. 

During her stay in this port she was considered to be very suspicious, and the attention of Her 
Majesty’s cruizers was directed to her. These suspicions arose from a variety of circumstances 
which a person resident here so long as I have been can very readily understand. 

On the 2st January last, the ‘“ Chatsworth” sailed from this place, with the same master and 
part of the cargo with which she had entered, and with the very suspicious destination, “ the northern 
ports and Benguela,” ray bee on board as passengers two persons known to be in charge of a 
slaving-eatablishment at Ambriz, and who are said to have been interested in her subsequent 
proceedings. 

I learned soon afterwards that the movements of the “ Chatsworth,” after leaving this place, 
were considered by Her Majesty’s cruizers as very suspicious; and, subsequently, it became notorious 
in this place that she had escaped with a cargo of slaves. 

This report [ heard from several parties; and intelligence which I subsequently received from 
a quarter in which I could place sufficient reliance, both as to knowledge and veracity, fully convinced 
me of the truth of what, in fact, I had never doubted; and likewise made known to me some addi- 
tional details of little interest, however, beyond the evidence they afforded of the shipment actually 
having taken place. 

Such, Sir, are the grounds upon which I believe that the “ Chatsworth” shipped slaves after 
leaving this port. That she did so, I possess moral and circumstantial evidence, to my mind perfectly 
satisfactory and conclusive ; and so strong and complete was, and still is my belief in the truth of 
the reports that reached me, that on the 1st March last, I reported to Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that the “ Chatsworth” had actually escaped with upwards 
of 500 slaves to the northward of Ambriz. 

Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 





No. 237. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 19.) 


(Extract.) “Centaur,” St. Paul de Loanda, August 30, 1850. 


I BEG you will acquaint their Lordships that I have had the satisfaction 
of receiving from Commodore Gregory an assurance that his Government was as 
desirous as ourselves to put a stop to the fraudulent use of the American flag for 
slave-trading purposes, and that he had no doubt the representations which he 
should make, especially on the subjects which had come under our consideration 
arising out of it, would be favourably received, and cause further measures to be 
adopted for the prevention of it, as well as the continued co-operation of their 
cruizers with ours on this part of the coast. 

Their instructions, he informed me, limited their cruizing-ground to the 
Bight of Biafra on the south, with the discretion of extending it if neces- 
sary ; and that it was my representation to him at Porto Praya which had induced 
him to do so; and that the results and his own observation had quite convinced 
him of the necessity of it, and that he should now endeavour to keep two or 
three cruizers south of the Line. 

The duties of the station require his return to Porto Praya in the “Ports- 
mouth” very shortly, when he will leave the “ Perry ”’ on this coast, and intends 
to send down another sloop to replace the “ John Adams.” 
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No. 238. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 19.) 


* Centaur,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 3’ S., Long. 12° 51’ E. 
Sir, September 2, 1850. 


IN the different reports which I have felt it my duty to make to you from 
time to time for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
relative to the Slave Trade in the Province of Angola, I have not hesitated to 
express my opinion that it was connived at by the subordinate Portuguese 
authorities. 

I have very recently had also to submit for their Lordships’ information, 
copies of a correspondence which had taken place between his Excellency the 
Governor-General of the Province of Angola, myself, and the Hon. Captain 
Hastings, of the “Cyclops,” on the subject: and also the report of the capture 
of a small vessel by Her Majesty’s ship “ Flying-Fish,” without name, colours, 
or papers, but having 180 slaves on board, apparently carrying coastways, and 
which being taken in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese possessions was sup- 
posed to be Portuguese property, and therefore (under the general order which 
I had issued in pursuance of their Lordships’ instructions to me of the 24th 
September, 1849) taken to St. Paul de Loanda for identification, but was dis- 
claimed by the Portuguese authorities, the slaves conveyed to St. Helena, and 
the vessel, being quite unfit for such a voyage, was destroyed. 

With respect to this last vessel, rumours reached me which induced me to 
doubt whether under our Treaty with Portugal we had been treated with good 
faith in the matter, and whether it was not a case which would very strongly 
confirm all I had alleged respecting the connivance of some of the Portuguese 
authoritics with the proceedings of the slave-merchants in the province ; I there- 
fore requested Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Loanda, on my recent visit to that 
port, to furnish me with all the particulars he could respecting her ; and I have 
now the honour to transmit, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, copy of a very minute report on the case which that gentleman 
has furnished me with, and which I conceive so completely confirms my opinion, 
that I shall not hesitate to bring it under the notice of the Governor-General, 
on my return thither. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 238. 


Vice-Consul Brand to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir Loanda, August 31, 1850. 


IN the conversation that followed the official visit which I had the honour of paying to you on 
your recent arrival at this port, I felt it my duty to state to you certain particulars relative to the 
ease of the schooner-rigged vessel seized by Commander Patey, of Her Majesty's sloop “ Flying- 
Fish,” on the 31st of May last, with 180 slaves on board, which vessel was bronght here by that 
officer for identification, and after being disclaimed by the authorities of this place, as the property of 
Portuguese subjects, was taken by the captors for adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Court at 
St. Helena. 

My object on the occasion referred to was to make you acquainted with some facts and circum- 
stances which induce me to believe, and my belief amounts to a full conviction, that notwithstanding 
the declaration of the local authorities, the vessel in question was no other than a well-known 
coasting vessel belonging to a Portuguese merchant established in this city. 

I stated the grounds of my opinion respecting the character and ownership of Commander 
Patey’s prize to the senior officer of this division, on the first opportunity after the occurrence, and 
I waited with some anxiety for your arrival, in order to make you p rsonally acquainted with all the 
circumstances which strengthen me in that opinion, and the more so» as the case is the first that has 
happened since the order was issued directing that all launches with slaves on board captured by Her 
Majesty's cruizers in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese possessions are to be carried to this 
place, with a view of ascertaining if they are Portuguese property. 

On hearing the statements which I felt it my duty to make, you were pleased to state that you 
thought the matter ought not to be allowed to pass without some further notice being taken of it, and 
you requested me to bring it before you in writing. ‘ 

I now proceed to comply with that request, and to lay before you in this form, the substance of 
what I have already had the honour of making known to you verbally. 

I may state at the outset, that my conviction is, that the vessel seized by Commander Patey was 
the Portuguese palhabote “Vinte-cinco de Setembro,” the property of Manoel Joaquim da Souza 
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Monteiro, a merchant established at this place, and a member of the Municipal Chamber of this 
city. 

“ The “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro” was one of a few coasting schooners called palhabotes, 
belonging to parties resident in this place, which vessels sail with papers granted by the General 
Government, authorizing them to navigate under the Portuguese flag, within the territorial waters 
of the province, and she had in fact been so employed for a considerable time in short voyages 
between this city and the southern parts of the colony, her last arrival as the “+ Winte-cinco de 
Setembro,” being on the 23rd of April last, from the Salinas of Benguela, with a voyage of four days. 

Senhor Monteiro, the owner of the schooner, is understood to be deeply interested in the Slave 
Trade; he has frequently figured as the consignee of suspicious vessels in this port; he became the 
consignee of the Portuguese brig “ Ga/liana,” captured by Her Majesty's steam frigate ** Cyclops,” 
after the restoration of that vessel by the Mixed Commission, and he now holds an authority from 
the late owners of that vessel, to carry on the proceedings before the Court for the recovery of 
indemnities, and his house is one of general resort for the masters and supercargoes of captured 
slavers, and for the numerous vagrant slave-traffickers who frequently visit Loanda. 

After the arrival of the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro” on 23rd of April last, she again cleared out 
on the 5th of May, her departure under the head of vessels sailing, being mentioned in the official 
Gazette of this Government No. 241, of the 11th of May last, in the following terms :— 

“Portuguese palhabote ‘ Vinte-cinco de Setembro,’ 20°6 tons, J. Roberts, master; crew, 8 
persons, and 3 Cabenda men. For southern ports, with bale goods and sundries. Passengers, 2 slaves.” 

You will not fail to observe the very large crew, viz., 12 persons in all, besides the two slave 
passengers, a suspicious number of men for a vessel of only 20 tons. 

This was the last time the “ Vinfe-cinco de Setembro” appeared in the register of this port, 
nothing has been heard of her under that name since. 

I beg to notice this circumstance more particularly, as I think strong presumptive evidence of 
the indentity of Commander Patey’s prize with the Portugeuse coasting schooner “ Vinte-cinco de 
Setembro,” may be drawn from the fact that that schooner, after having been employed for a long 
time in coasting voyages, generally averaging about six weeks’ duration, though frequently much less, 
has not been heard of since her departure on the Sth May, now a period of nearly four months. 

The authorities here are of course aware of this fact, as. before sailing, the prescribed bond must 
have been entered into for her reappearance within a limited period, and it must be known to them 
whether that bond has not been already forfeited. 

The bond I refer to is prescribed in the single paragraph of the 5th Article of a Portaria of this 
General Government, dated the 22nd June, 1848, published in the Official Gazette, No. 143, of the 
24th of the same month, which paragraph prescribes as follows :— 

“If the vessel which navigates in the coasting trade be of more than six tons, her owner or 
master ought to enter into a bond in the office of the General Government, for the return of the said 
vessel to this port within a fixed time, calculated according to the voyage about to be made.” 

With all the circumstances relative to the seizure of the schooner, the proceedings here, and what 
followed, you have of course been fully made acquainted, so that it is only necessary for me to state 
to you further the grounds upon which my conviction of her character and ownership rests. 

On Commander Patey’s arrival here, and after learning from him the description of the vessel 
seized, I at once concluded that she must be one of two coasting schooners, the “ Oriente,” or the 
“ Vinte-cinco de Setembro; a view of the vessel, however, even at a long distance, convinced me 
that she was not the former, and strengthened my belief that she was the latter. 

In this opinion I was the more confirmed by the apparent excitement which I observed in the 
neighbourhood of Senhor Monteiro’s establishment, and by certain questions which were put to me 
ieee air of ill-disguised anxiety, by some individuals I met, relative to the prize brought in by the 

nglish brig. 

On te 8th June, in proceeding on board the “ Flying-Fish,” I observed several boats from the 
shore hovering round, apparently watching an opportunity of running alongside to communicate with 
parties on board, and in one of these boats I was surprised to notice a person seldom seen afloat, 
whom I knew to be on intimate terms with Senhor Monteiro, and who on my approach pulled off and 
endeavoured to prevent me from recognizing him. A censiderable number of the slaves were on 
board the “ Flying: Fish,” as were also the crew of the prize. The Brazilian, who appeared as master, 
declared he had recently been master of a slaver, captured by Her Majesty's ship “Star,” shortly before. 
That he had bought the schooner on the coast from a person whose name he did not know, for the 
purpose of carrying himself and part of the slaves he had intended to ship in the vessel captured by 
the “Star” to the Brazils, and that he knew nothing whatever of her previous history or ownership. 

From the “ Flying-Fish” I accompanied Commander Patey on board the prize, and on nearing 
and boarding her was more than ever convinced she was no other than the ‘ Vinte-cinco de 
Setembro.” 

; By far the greater proportion of the slaves were very young, as is usually the case in slave 
cargoes shipped on the southern coast of this province. The accommodation on board for so many 
human beings was of the most miserable description: there was no slave-deck laid, the space between 
the water-casks being merely filled up with bags of farinha, jerked beef, salt fish, and fire-wood, and a 
few hides were spread over them; the space between these and the deck being only twenty inches. 
Among the slaves I observed a boy about ten years of age, dressed as a domestic slave. ‘ Laudinos” 
usually are at this place. I spoke to this boy in Portuguese, asking him the name of the vessel, to 
which question he replied at once “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro.” Ithen asked him, ‘‘ Who is the 
owner ?” he replied, Senhor Monteiro; and on asking him when she left this place, he said about a 
month ago. 

This boy, who spoke Portuguese very intelligibly, then went on to state in reply to questions 
which I put to him, that the vessel sailed from Loanda about a month ago before with a crew of nine 
persons, including the master, three Cabenda men, and two slaves, himself and another, who was 
also prescut, and whom he then called up to me ; that his master was Antonio Joaquim Teixeira de 
Carvalho (another member of the Municipal Chamber of this city), and that the owner of the second ° 
domestic slave was Augusto Garrido; that after being some time on the coast, they went on shore 
and shipped the slaves near the fortress of Quicombo ; that he had not been on shore, but had learned 
from the slaves that they had been confined in the house of the commandant of Quicombo, who was 
present at the shipment, and the owner of several of the slaves embarked; that the slaves otherwise 
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belonged chiefly to Augusto Garrido, José Maria Mattozo, and Senhor Garrido’s clerk ; that his own 
master (Senhor Carvalho), Senhor Monteiro, and Senhor Monteiro’s clerk, also were the owners 
of some of them, and that there were few whose owners he did not know. 

He further said that as soon as the slaves were embarked, the three Cabenda men who had left 
this place, and went only to assist at the embarkation were sent on shore, but that the original 
master and crew remained, and that another person whom he did not know came on board with the 
slaves to take command of the vessel, all of whom were then on board the * Flying-Fish.” 

The part of this statement, respecting the departure of the schooner from this place, and the 
number of persons then on board agreeing with what appeared in the official Gazette on the cepar- 
ture of the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro,” and what was said as to the name of the vessel and her 
owner, further agreeing with my own opinion on these points, all of which statements were made inan 
intelligent and consistent manner, and confirmed by the other slaves present, who also sailed from Loanda 
in the vessel, left me no room to doubt that that opimon was correct, and gave me more faith in what 
he added respecting the owners of the slaves, all of whom I know as partics believed to be notoriously 
engaged in the Traffic, and further as parties whose transactions are known to be mixed up together. 
I made all the statements of the two slaves fully known to Commander Patcy, who was present 
during the whole time I was engaged in examining them. 

The Portuguese officers appointed to examine the vessels then appearing, I did not proceed 
further with the examination of the two slaves, but left with Commander Patey to meet those 
officers on board the “ Flying-Fish,” previous to their proceeding to the prize, nor indeed did 
I consider it requisite to do so, as I had already learned quite sufficient to convince me that the 
detained vessel was the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro.” 

The measures adopted by the authorities here for ascertaining whether the vessel was or was 
not Portuguese property are already known to you. 

The measurement of the schooner was taken by two naval officers, one of whom formerly was, 
and the other now is, captain of this port, and in that character well acquainted with the size and 
appearance of’ all the coasting vessels, and with their masters and crews, as it belongs to that officer 
to take their measurement, to keep the register of the same, and to visit all such vessels on their 
arrival, and previous to their departure from the harbour. 

An examination was also made by a master-carpenter and a master-caulker, to ascertain if the 
vessel exhibited any signs of having undergone repairs. 

You, Sir, will easily comprehend with what degree of exactness it would be possible either to 
measure a vessel ur to ascertain if she had received repairs whilst she remained with her cargo 
unmoved up to within 20 inches of her deck. 

The original crew were subseqnently examined by the Portuguese Commodore in person, for 
which purpose they were removed from the “ Flying-Fish” on board the prize, there to meet that 
officer. 

The Brazilian who declared himself master, feigned sickness, and was not called upon, neither 
were the two domestic slaves who left this place in the vessel examined. 

The original crew were not examined separately, they were ranged together, and the master 
(Roberto) spoke for all, and to what he said the others assented. 

They all declared themselves to the Brazilians, gave feigned names, and asserted that they had 
found the vessel abandoned and aground on the coast, and they knew nothing more about her. 

Here the inquiry terminated, the original master and crew were sent back to the “ Flying-Fish,” 
and the Portuguese authorities left to prepare their report. 

Shortly afterwards the master (Roberto) came up to me on board the “ Flying-Fish,” and 
addressing me by my name, said he wished me to do him a favour, which was, that I would endeavour 
to induce Commander Patey to land him and his crew at Quicombo, or some part of the coast near 
that place, as taking them to St. Helena would be very inconvenient, and to land them at Loanda 
at that moment, whilst there was a good deal of excitement arising out of the arrival of the vessel, 
and where they would be at once recognised, might tend to raise scandal and to compromise Senhor 
Monteiro and the Superintendent of the Police. 

He added that all was over, that he knew the vessel would be disowned by the authorities, and 
of course would be taken to St. Helena, and hence his request. He then went on frankly to confess 
that he was the original master; that the others present were the original crew; that the Brazilian, 
who was the master of a vessel recently captured by Her Majesty’s steamer “ Star,” had come on 
board when the slaves were shipped; and he confirmed all that had been said to me by the two 
domestic slaves, as to the name, ownership, and date of departure of the detained vessel from this 


port, as well as with regard to the owners of the slaves, of the subsequent proczedings of the- 


schooner after leaving Loanda, differing only in one particular, viz., the place of shipment, which he 
said was not Quicombo, but to the southward of that settlement. 

He said that both the former and the present captain of this port, the two examining officers, 
knew him very well; that the latter visited the vessel on her departure from Loanda on the Sth 
May last, and that both these gentlemen must have recognised him and the palhabote, as there 
had been no alterations made in her since her departure, except that at the time of shipping the 
slaves he had cut out the mark of, the tonnage which all coasting vessels belonging to this port have 
on the beam abaft the hatchway, and that the beam itself would show that he had done so. How the 
two warrant officers who went down below to look out for repairs or alterations should not have 
noticed this, I cannot well say. 

Tasked him to tell me the real tonnage of the vessel, he replied at once, “ Vinte tonnelladas e 
seis decimos” (20 tons and 6 tenths). I then asked him how in the presence of the late and the 
actual captain of the port, the latter of whom he had confessed visited the vessel on her departure 
from Loanda, he could stand up and declare himself and crew to be Brazilians, give feigned names, 
and that they had found the schooner abandoned on the coast ; to which he replied, that all that had 
been previously arranged ; that on the very morning,a person (the same whom I have already men- 
tioned as endeavouring to escape my observation) had come alongside in a boat ostensibly to bring 
him some provisions, but in reality to give him instructions how to act; that this person told him the 
examining officers had been spoken to, that they had pledged themselves not to criminate him or his 
crew (accompanying this statement by a significant gesture, indicating how the matter had been 
managed) ; that he had been directed to say what he had said, that he had consequently done so with 
the greatest confidence, and that the examining officers had kept to their prom’se. 
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He then went on to offer additional statements, which I am very unwilling to allude to here, as 
they seemed to imply that even during his examination on board the prize, as already mentioned, the 
answers which he ought to give to the questions.proposed were communicated to him in whispers, so 
as to keep him in the right track. 

To those statements I felt no inclination to listen, my chief object being to obtain from hima 
confirmation of what I had heard from the two domestic slaves respecting the identity of the prize 
with the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro,” which confirmation was full and complete. 

I communicated what I thus heard from Roberto to Commander Patey, and then left. On the 
following day that officer received from the Governor-General the report of the examining officers, 
declaring very formally, that they could not consider the vessel as the property of Portuguese subjects ; 
after which the “ Flying-Fish” left with her prize in tow. 

The departure of the “ Flying-Fish” was the signal for great rejoicings on shore; and in the 
course of the following day ! met with several parties who spoke very openly on the subject, using 
such expressions as the following: “ Well, the English brig has taken the palhabote to St. Helena ; 
that is very good, as the people here will not be compromised.” 

At the same I heard what was new to me, viz., that previous to the departure of the “ Vinte- 
cinco de Setembro,” Senhor Monteiro had effected a fictitious transfer of the vessel to his own clerk, a 
Spaniard named Hugo Enne da Costa Alongo, who, on the arrival of the prize, had disappeared, and 
continued in hiding until after the departure of the “ Flying-Fish ;” thus affording additional evidence 
that the prize was the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro.” 

I may here mention that the transfer of vessels by slave-dealers to their clerks is an expedient 
frequently resorted to previous to embarking in slaving speculations; and should these fail, and 
there be any probability of inquiry, the ostensible owner usually disappears, at least for a time. 

In the present case, however, there is an additional feature worthy of remark ; for the “ Vinte- 
cinco de Setembro,” which left this place with Portuguese papers and colours, would appear to have 
been the property of a Spaniard, who, as such, is incapable of owning a Portuguese vessel ; anillegal 
proceeding, of which I cannot sce how the authorities could have been ignorant. 

Connected with this transfer, I may state that the Spaniard in question is, besides being clerk to 
Senhor Monteiro, a partner of Senhor Carvalho, already mentioned as owner of one of the domestic 
slaves who left this port in the detained vessel. 

During the following week the case of the prize of the English brig was the principal ‘topic of 
conversation ; both in public and private I had sufficient opportunities of knowing this, and various 
parties spoke to me very freely on the subject, the leading features of the case observed upon being 
the transfer of the vessel, the narrow escape of the owner, and the dexterous manner in which the 
English had been hoaxed. 

Some of the persons with whom I conversed on the matter did not hesitate to express their 
disgust at what they called the mock proceedings that had taken place, expressing a hope that they 
would be exposed and I heard that one authority had justified these proceedings on the ground of ex- 
pediency, alleging among other reasons, that they had saved the honour of the Portuguese flag. 

To what I have already submitted I have only to add the declaration of a third party, not present 
on the occasion. This is that of José Antonio Gonzalves, who came to my house on the 22nd of last 
month and stated that he was a Portuguese subject, a sailor by profession, and had made several 
voyages in slave-vesscls; that he was on board the slave-vessel “ Hercoina” (Rowena), Captain 
Wright, when captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Pluto; that he had made two voyages in the 
“ Vinte-cinco de Setembro’ to the South, on both of which occasions they had intended to ship 
slaves, but were disappointed in consequence of some of the cruizers being always in the neigh- 
bourhood ; that he disembarked from her before her departure from this place on the 5th May last; 
that he knew she had then left with the design of shipping slaves, and that he was in Loanda 
when she arrived as a prize to the English brig, and at once recognized her. 

The other statements of this person confirmed fully what I had heard from the two domestic 
slaves and Roberto, respecting the name, ownership and departure from this port of Commander 
Patey’s prize; and I had the more confidence in what he said, as he also made some declarations 
respecting Slave Trade movements to the northward, which I nave already mentioned to the senior 
officers of this division, all agreeing with what I previously knew to be correct. 

I have now, Sir, mentioned all which I think it necessary to trouble you with respecting this 
case, probably at too great a length; but I have been anxious to submit, even at the risk of being 
tedious, the reasons upon which I ground the opinion which I announced at the beginning of this 
letter. 

Nor even now have I exhausted all the minute confirmatory details which have reached me, 
though I think I have submitted those that are most material ; and before closing, I beg only to be 
allowed, in review of what I have advanced, to gathcr up in a few words the leading facts upon which 
my conviction rests. 

Besides the excitement caused here by the arrival of the palhabote, the anxious inquiries put to 
me on the subject, and the appearance of the parties whom I observed afloat attempting to communi- 
cate with the vessel, there are the distinct declarations of the two domestic slaves, that of the master, 
Roberto, subsequently made, and fully confirming those of the said slaves, excepting one particular, 
the locality of the shipment, a discrepancy which docs not affect the principal question, that of 
the ownership of the vesscl; and finally the declaration of the sailor Gonzalves, made six weeks after 
the prize left this port ; thus affording three separate testimonials by parties who for many reasons 
could not be suspected of collusion, all three agreeing in everything material, and all going directly 
to prove that the detained schooner was the ‘“ Vinte-cinco de Setembro.” 

Further, I may add my own conviction, arising from my previous knowledge of the size and 
appearance of the vessel, the fact of its being matter of public notoriety in this city, that the prize to 
the English brig was the “ Vinte-cinco de Setembro.” 

The frank declarations and avowals made to me, the disappearance of the alleged owner until 
the ‘“Flying-Fizh" had left, and finally, the very remarkable circumstance of the “ Vinte-cinco de 
Setembro,” which had previously been engaged on short coasting voyages, not having appeared in 
the register of this port for nearly four months. 

Such, Sir, are the leading facts upon which my conviction rests. I deem it unnecessary to draw 
conclusions therefrom ; nor will I, supposing my opinion to be correct, attempt to account for the 
procecdings of the present and late captain of this port, in declaring that they could not consider 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS, 373 


the vessel in question to be the property of Portuguese subjects; neither will I assume that the 
peculiar phraseology then employed was suggested by a previous knowledge of the vessel having been 
transferred to a Spanish subject. I leave with you the considerations upon which my opinion is 
grounded, and according to the estimate you may form of the same, you will be able to judge of the 
proceedings that took place here on the occasion in question; and if the manner in which the spirit of 
the order respecting launches with slaves on board, captured in the neighbourhood of the Portuguese 
possessions, has on the first occasion of its being acted upon been responded to by those upon whose 
good faith and hearty co-operation, the advantageous results of that order so materially depend. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. BRAND. 





No. 239, 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 19.) 


: “ Centaur,” at Sea, Lat. 9° 56’ S., Long. 13° E. 
Sir, September 3, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, a letter which I have this day received from Com- 
mander Quin, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Waterwitch,” reporting the capture by 
that vessel, of the notorious Brazilian slave-brig “ Anna,” alias ‘Pedro Grande,” 
under circumstances which reflect much credit on the gallantry and judgment of 
Commander Quin and his officers and crew, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 239. 
Commander Quin to Commodore Fanshawe. 


“ Waterwitch,” at Sea, Lat. 12° 28’ S., Long. 13° 10! B. 
Sir, August 18, 1850. 


IT is with great satisfaction I have the honour to inform you of the chase and capture of the 
armed slaver named “Anna” (late “Pedro Grande”), under Brazilian colours and papers, and fully 
equipped for the Slave Trade, on the 14th August, in latitude 11° 57’ S., and longitude 11° 41’ E., 
at 9°30 p.M., after a run of fifteen hours and a half. The details of the circumstance are as follows :— 

On the morning of the 14th, while the ‘‘ Waterwitch” was cruizing between Elephant’s Bay and 
Salinas, and in latitude 12° 50 S., and longitude 12° 24’ E., a sail was seen,.as the day broke, about a 
mile and a half from us; we chased immediately; the stranger, a large brig, with everything set, was 
running to the north-west, with the wind before the beam. Several guns were fired at her, without 
effect, the shot dropping short. At 9, the chase having increased her distance to about between two 
or three miles, and the wind falling very light, the whalers were dispatched in chase, under Lieu- 
tenants Forsyth and Grylls; they were ordered not to run any risk, but in case of any determined 
resistance being offered, or anything beyond musketry fired, to return directly; the pinnace was not 
sent, as she is a dull puller, and perfectly useless as a chasing boat. ‘he first whaler neared the 
stranger first, having outpulled the second whaler, which is also a bad boat, and was worn ont and 
almost rotten when supplied to us from Ascension. J observed the first whaler open a fire of mus- 
ketry on the brig, which was returned in about ten minutes by two guns and volleys of musketry. I 
immediately made the recall, and Lieutenant Forsyth having given them a parting volley, rejoined the 
second whaler, and pulled back to the “ Waterwitch,” according to orders. The boats were picked up 
without any delay in shortening sail or heaving to, and hoisted up; nobody was hurt, though both 
round-shot, grape, and musketry dropped close around them. The breeze freshened about this time, 
the “‘ Waterwitch” coming up rapidly with the stranger, who was gradually keeping away, endeavour- 
ing to get across our bows. At 6 P.M. we were near enough to fire several shots over her; but. the 
concussion of the firing seemed to retard our sailing, as the chase drew a-head of us again without any 
apparent reason; so I desisted firing. From 7 to 8, the ‘‘ Waterwitch” coming up very fast. As 
the slaver was apparently well armed, and I thouglit he might possibly, as a last chance, attempt to 
knock away some of our spars, I cleared for action, and went to quarters, in order to put a stop at - 
once to the least show of resistauce, in case it should be attempted, and ordered the whole of the 
marines to open a fire of musketry from the port-bow upon her; he stood it for about ten minutes, 
and then shortened sail and hove all aback. The boats boarded and took possession of the “ Anna’ 
(formerly the “Pedro Grande’), of 285 tons, under the before-mentioned colours and papers 
(Brazilian). He hove all his guns, small arms, and powder, overboard, and it was some time before 
they could find any of the crew, as they had stowed themselves away in bunks, casks, &c. She is one 
of the most beautiful vessels I have seen out here, and the best fitted, and intended to take 
800 slaves. The captain of her informed me that she was considered one of the fastest vessels 
out of the Brazils, and he never expected to see her taken by a sailing-vessel. The slaves were 
ready for him at Elephant’s Bay; but he informed me that there was no regular establishment for 
them at that place, but that they were shipped about in opposite directions to where the cruizers were 
supposed to be going. He sailed from Victoria, in the Brazils, on the 4th of July, and told me that 
not near the usual number of slaves had landed in the Brazils during the last year. He also told me 
that, about Ambriz, the Congo, Molembo, and Cabenda, slaves were very numerous; but from Novo 
Redondo to the southward, they were comparatively few. It was a most fortunate thing that we 
had hogged our bottom a few days previous to the chase, or else we should never have caught her. 
The “ Pedro Grande” is a well-known slayer on this coast, having made several successful trips, 
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and has escaped the “ Sealark” and the “Contest.” There is one circumstance, Air, which I wish to 
bring under your notice, which is, that several sweeps taken on board her were marked * Lucy Ann,” 
a slayer, which I believe was condemned at St. Helena, some time ago; therefore J om at a loss to 
know how they could have been on board the “ Anna,” without some neglect on the part of the 
authorities at St. Helena, as I believe the intention of destroying all the slavers and stores belonging 
to them at that place, is to prevent any chance of their ever being employed in the Slave Trade 
again. There was no other credible information to be got out of the people on board her. I asked 
the captain of her why he fired on the boats, when the ship was so near (nearly within gun-shot), 
and his answer was, “that he could not be taken by one small boat, without loss of honour, when he 
was in such a well-armed slaver.” J could not discover tor certain how many guns she had on board, 
but I should fancy she had at least four; there were carriages and fittings for six guns on board. I 
suspect that some of the crew had landed at Elephants’ Bay, some time previous to her capture, as 
only 21 were found on board. 

“ The prize parted company for St. Helena, at 2°30 p.m., of the 15th, The slaver's crew were 
this day (18th) landed at Bahia Furta. , 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD ROBT. QUIN. 





No. 240. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
November 27.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, September 23, 1850. 


I HAVE the pleasure to transmit, to be laid before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, an account of the capture of the cutter “ Amelia” with 
74 negro children on board, by the “ Sharpshooter,” on the morning of the 13th 
instant. 

2. When they were rescued from their wretched place of confinement, 
they were so cramped and emaciated as to be unable to walk; 2 of them died 
shortly afterwards, and.1 remains on board the ‘ Crescent,” too ill to be 
removed ; the other 71 together with a little girl (1 of those captured by the 
“ Hydra”) were this day embarked on board the English barque ‘‘ Fame” for 
conveyance to Her Majesty’s Colonies. The ‘‘ Fame” is the vessel to which their 
Lordships granted a memorandum in April last, that she was not to be molested 
in the service of conveying captured Africans to the British possessions. 

3. As the “ Sharpshooter” was proceeding to sea at the same time, she 
towed the “ Fame” out of the harbour, and escorted her to the offing. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 240. 
Lieutenant Bailey to Rear-Admira Reynolds. 


Sir, “ Sharpshooler,” off Rio de Janeiro, September 14, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that on the morning of the 12th instant Her Majesty’s 
stcam-vessel under my command captured the cutter “ Amelia,” José Jo. de Oliveira, master, having 
74 slaves on board. She was forty-six days from Elephants’ Bay, Benguela; had lost 20 negroes on 
the passage, and was out of provisions; she had two feet water in the hold, was perfectly unseaworthy, 
and as it was blowing heavily dead on shore, with threatening weather, and she had got close down 
upon the breakers with the intention of running aground when we cut her off, I removed the crew and 
slaves and destroyed the vessel. She had neither papers nor colours on board. Her dimensions were as 
follows, length 50 fect, breadth 14 feet, depth 10 feet. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN C. BAILEY. 


SN 


No. 241. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty. —(Received 
November 27.) 


Sir, “€ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, September 23, 1850. 


I BEG you to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that the 
“Spider” returned to this port yesterday, to convey the mails to the Rio Plata, and 
reported having captured the Brazilian brigantine ‘‘ America,” in the Bay of 
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Armacio, on the 19th instant, and sent her to St. Helena for adjudication. By 
Lieutenant Tomlinson’s declaration it appears the ‘‘ America” was fitted with 
large open hatchways, and had on board large casks, a quantity of provisions 
ee entered in her manifest, and mess and cooking utensils for the use of 
slaves. 

2. The “Spider” brought me a report of the proceedings of the 
“ Cormorant,” which ship had not taken anything up to the 18th instant; butCom- 
mander Schomberg informs me that on the 13th he observed in the mouth of the 
harbour of Macahéa palhabote at anchor, which looked suspicious, and the 
Brazilian steamer of war “ Urania” being in company, he mentioned the circum- 
stance to her commanding officer, who sent a boat and took possession of the 
palhabote (which proved to be engaged in the Slave Trade) and informed 
Commander Schomberg that he intended to take her to Rio. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 242. 
Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty—(Received November 29.) 


“ Castor,” Tongha Bay, Cape Delgado, 
Sir, June 8, 1850. 


I BEG to inclose for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a letter from Commander B. H. Bunce, of Her Majesty’s ship under 
my command, reporting the particulars of the destruction of 2 large barracoons 
for slaves on the 26th ultimo, since which another very extensive slave-establish- 
ment was destroyed by that officer on the 7th instant, together with a dhow (native 
vessel), and three Banyans, natives of Cutch in India (British subjects), have 
been delivered up by the chiefs on the coast as engaged in Slave Trade. 

As these circumstances have taken place within the dominions of His 
Highness the Imaum of Muscat, I have deemed it proper to send Commander 
Bunce in the “ Dee” to Zanzibar, to furnish Her Majesty’s Consul with the 
details for the information of His Highness, and in order that the Banyans may 
be brought to trial. I have desired that officer to forward a duplicate of the 
result from thence to you. 

I propose proceeding immediately to the neighbourhood of Quillimane, and 
hope to reach the Cape of Good Hope by the end of September next. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 





Inclosure in No. 242. 
Commander Bunce to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, “ Castor,” off Araiza, May 27, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that in obedience to your order of the 26th instant I pro- 
cecded with the “Dee” steam-vessel and the boats of Her Majesty’s ship “Castor,” to examine the 
coast in the vicinity of the River Hambezz, in search of barracoons or other arrangements for carrying 
on the Slave ‘I'rade. 

Lhave much pleasure in acquainting you, that close to a white solid stone building in the bay, 
about five miles to the northward of Cape Delgado, I discovered a complete establishment for slaves, 
consisting of two large barracoons with sheds adjoining, capable of containing upwards of a 1000 
negroes, surrounded by houses inhabited by the people connected with the same, ard in a position 
concealed and well: calculated for conducting this nefarious traffic. As this place is considered of 
some importance, and the adjacent country thickly populated, I deemed it advisable to surprise it by a 
sudden attack; I therefore landed shortly after daylight, and before inteiligence could reach the 
interior, succeeded in setting fire to and completely destroying the barracoons, sheds, and surrounding 
houses, with all the property contained therein, and also in blowing up a solidly stone-built house 
belonging to the proprietor of the whole establishment, who I understand to be a British subject, a 
notorious Banyan, who has long been carrying on the business in slaves with impunity. He was at 
this time absent at Kivea, a village to the southward of Cape Delgado. 

4 This place is called Masani; we did not find any slaves in the barracoons, though from appear- 
ances they must have been there very recently. The carly hour of landing and the quickness with 
which we were upon them will account for our not meeting with resistance; the natives on the spot 
rushed affrighted out of their houses as their frail tenements, thatched with the cocoa-nut leaf like 
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touch-paper, lit and blew into a blaze. Only one arrow was thrown from the bush, but the discharge 
of a few muskets in the direction prevented a repetition of it. 

Having taken the headman of the place a prisoner (who called himself the Sultan), I reembarked 
without delay, and shortly after had the gratification to see an explosion in the midst of the burning 
which must have been the magazine of powder belonging to the establishment; after we had proceeded 
some distance from the shore in the boats, the natives collected in numbers on the beach, but only a 
single musket was discharged by them, our distance being too great for their fire to take any effect. 
No casualties occurred on either side as far as I know. : SA: 

From the great facilities for embarking slaves much trade has been carried on at this place; it is 
very easy of approach for slave-vessels, and on landing you discover it to be more important than it 
appears from seaward. F ats 

The amount of property destroyed in the barracoons, together with the buildings themselves, 
which seem to have been erected for permanent use in supplying the Portuguese territories to the 
southward, must be of very considerable amount, and such losses as these, I cannot but think, will be 
@ great check to the Slave Trade on this part of Africa. ‘ ( 

Besides the barge and two cutters of the “Castor,” we had on this service the paddle-box boat of 
the “Dee,” manned from the “ Castor,” also a cutter belonging to the “ Dee,” manned by their own 
crew; in all, the force under my command consisted of ten officers and seventy-five men, the whole 
of whom showed an enthusiasm and zeal in the performance of their duty, which quite did one’s heart 
good to see. You will readily suppose how ably and zealously I was assisted by that active officer 
Lieutenant Hoskins, and also Lieutenant Harris, of the Royal Marines, who commanded the detach- 
ment on the oceasion, and by your secretary, Mr. Pritchard (a volunteer), who, with his usual intel- 
ligence, in the midst of the fray, was endeavouring to gain information about the slaves and Slave 
Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. H. BUNCE. 





No. 243. 
‘Commodore Wyyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 29.) 


Sir, Castor,” off Quillimane, July 9, 1850. 


REFERRING to my letter of the 8th instant, reporting the destruc- 
tion of several slave-barracoons in the vicinity of Cape Delgado, within the 
dominions of His Highness the Imaum of Muscat, and that in consequence 
thereof I had sent Commander Bunce, of Her Majesty’s ship under my command, 
in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “‘ Dee,” to inform His Highness of the circumstance, 
also to deliver the three Banyans (prisoners) to Major Hamerton, Her Majesty’s 
Consul, to be brought to trial for being engaged the Slave Trade; I have 
now the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, 2 copy of Commander Bunce’s report of his proceedings, and of 
a letter from Major Hamerton on the subject. 

Their Lordships will perceive by the Consul’s letter to me, that the burning 
of the barracoons with the merchandize, &c., in them, has been of a very exten-~ 
sive nature; that the merchants of Zanzibar, Banyans, Arabs, and others, have 
been the principal sufferers by it. The intelligence of their loss, together with 
the fact of the chiefs and natives delivering up to me the slave-agents (the three 
Banyans aforesaid), has spread the utmost alarm and confusion in Zanzibar. 
Some merchants are ruined and have fled, others are preparing also to leave that 
place. 

His Highness has been pleased to approve my proceedings, and has con- 
demned the dhow. Major Hamerton states the loss of property in the barracoons 
to exceed 150,000 dollars, independently of the buildings themselves. 

I would here beg to call their Lordships’ attention to these Banyans, who 
are natives of Cutch in the East Indies, and consequently, I believe, British 
subjects. I have long considered them to be connected with the Slave Trade, 
but not to the extend it has now been discovered. They are to be found in all the 
Slave Trade ports on this coast. The capitalists who reside at the larger ports, 
such as Zanzibar, Mozambique, and Ibo, employ agents of their own caste 
among the chiefs and natives, and themselves act as bankers and correspondents, 
procure the merchandize which is exchanged for the slave, and thereby conduct 
a large and profitable business, which the natives could not of themselves cai 
on. I therefore beg to suggest that the Government of India might proclaim to 
these people the consequences attached to this nefarious traffic, and cause 
some stringent measures to be adopted to prevent these proceedings. Such steps, 
Tam inclined to think, would have a good effect upon these timid people, who 
would not wittingly persevere against the law. The Slave Trade being discon- 
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tinued by them, would greatly discourage the natives on this coast in dealing 
with it. 

The blockade of the Tongha Pass by the “ Dee,” and of the rivers to the 
southward by the boats of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘Castor,” has prevented the 
exportation of any slaves from the coast to the northward, this season. Major 
Hamerton reports the vessels having returned without cargoes to Zanzibar. 
These measures, together with the burning of the two slave-depéts, will, I 
am led to believe, prove a fatal blow to the extensive business hitherto carried 
on with much impunity. From my information, I do not think a cargo of slaves 
will be procured by any vessel near Cape Delgado, so great is the alarm amongst 
the inhabitants. 

Commander Bunce’s report of the burning of these barracoons at Keonga, 
I annex herewith. The spirit and emulation displayed by the force under his 
orders upon this occasion, as well as at Masani, I cannot too highly commend to 
their Lordships’ notice. The destruction of these brutal markets has in both 
cases been completed, and happily without loss of life, which may be attributed 
to the suddenness of the attacks, conducted with much judgment by Commander 
Bunce, and to the great steadiness of the officers and men engaged. 

It has given me much satisfaction that the “Dee” and boats of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Castor,’’ which have been watching the coast for the last nine 
months, under many difficulties, should have had this opportunity to distinguish 
themsclves, and destroy the very markets from which they have prevented any 
exports. 

: It will be seen by the accompanying chart, that these barracoons were 
close on the borders of the Portuguese territories, and until His Highness the 
Imaum granted his authority to burn these depdts in his own dominions, they 
were doing business on a large scale both to the northward and southward. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 243. 


Commander Bunce to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, “ Castor,” Tongha Bay, June 8, 1850. 


IN compliance with your orders of the 6th June, I proceeded with the barge, pinnace, and two 
cutters belonging to Her Majesty's ship “Castor,” and the two cutters belonging to Her Majesty's 
steam-vessel ‘* Dee,” to the River Mozamba, taking with me an interpreter, and one of the Banyan 
prisoners, who, upon consideration of his case being dealt lightly with, promised to show me an 
extensive slave-establishment on the southern banks of the river. I entered the river with the whole 
of the boats, a little after daylight yesterday morning ; but from the lowness of the tide, and the 
shallowness of the water, they grounded within about a mile and a-half of the barracoons, which I 
distinctly saw between the trees. The red Arab flag was at first hoisted at the signal staff, and half 
an hour afterwards it was replaced by a white one, which I thought might possibly be a flag of truce, 
or, as is sometimes the case with the Arabs, a call to the surrounding inhabitants, and (as they term 
it themselves) putting their coast under the protection of Mahomet. The whole river-side is so 
fringed with thickly-wooded mangrove bush, that it is quite impossible to penetrate it, and the difficulty 
was to find an opening which led up to the barracoons, ‘The Banyan was, I thought, a little holding 
back, so I told him at once that if he showed me the opening, I would ask the Commodore to deal 
leniently with him, but that if he did not, and allowed me to miss it, I would shoot him on the spot. 
In a couple of hours the tide suited, and at about 830 a.M., we proceeded with the boats in line of 
battle, and succceded in shooting them into a small opening which the Banyan pointed out. 

We immediately landed, and wading through mud up to our knees for about 100 yards, fell 
the men in, and at the double marched up towards the barracoons. On approaching them the chief 
of the village came forward, and through the interpreter I found he was anxious to make peace. I 
halted the men, and went forward; he said the Arabs wanted to be friends with the English ; that the 
barracoons belonged to the Banyans, not to them. I told him we did not want to war with the Arabs, 
that we would not hurt a hair of their heads, but that I should burn the barracoons, to whomsoever 
they belonged. A great number of Arabs were collected about, some in the bush in all directions, 
and some in the village, in parties of tens and twenties. In all I have no doubt he had collected 
about 200 men, all armed either with muskets or bows and arrows. I told him that I did not come 
to destroy his village, but if an Arab fired a single shot, I would burn it to the ground, and shoot 
every Arab in the place. I then placed the men in position, and commenced burning the barracoons, 
stores, sheds, &c., kraals and everything connected with them. I had half a dozen men with port- 
fires, whose particular duty it was to burn, and the whole place was in a blaze in no time. A dhow, 
of about 100 tons and upwards, measuring 52 feet in length, 18 feet in breadth, and 13 feet in depth, 
fitted for carrying slaves, was aground, and concealed in the mangrove bushes. I placed 20lbs. of 
powder under her bilge, the explosion of which destroyed her ; a six-pounder gun, intended, I suppose, 
for the protection of the establishment, stood on the brow of the hill, and pointed so as to command 
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the pass through the mangrove bush; it was loaded and primed, and a match burning alongside it, 
from which it would appear that they at first intended to resist us, and possibly were deterred from 
doing so, by seeing the force we brought against them, consisting of one division of blue jackets, of 
30 men, under Lieutenant Stirling, of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Dee ;”” 20 marines, under Lieute- 
nant Harris, R.M., with Lieutenant Reed of that corps; and another division of blue jackets of 30 
men, under Lieutenant Hoskins, of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Castor ;” making about 90 in all, with the 
officers. The whole of the barracoons, and everything pertaining to them in the shape of store-houses 
being in full blaze, the dhow destroyed, the gun dismounted and hove into the mud, I re-embarked, 
and in proceeding down the river a few straggling shot were fired at us from the mangrove bushes, 
which were returned with interest from the 12-pound howitzers, loaded with shell and bags of musket 
balls, as well as the musketry. We met with no annoyance after that. Noue of our men were hit. 

The name of the village close to the barracoons is Keonga, and it stands on the southward bank 
of the River Mozamba, and about five miles from the entrance of the river. 

I fear that in spite of our good intentions, the fire from the barracoons must have communicated 
with the houses of the inhabitants, and the whole, as at Masani, become one conflagration, which at 
6 o'clock in the evening was seen over the land from Tongha Bay, burning with the same fierceness 
as at first. 

These barracoons, store-houses, &c., were on a much larger scale than the ones at Masani, 
and capable of containing at least 4000 slaves. We found no slaves in them; had there been, of 
course, being aware of our approach, they would have removed them. From the extensive and 
complete nature of this slave-establishment, enormous numbers of slaves must have been exported 
from it, both in the dhow trade to the northward, and top the Portuguese settlements to the southward, 
whence they are shipped off to the Brazils. 

The Banyan whom I had with me, declared that the barracoons at Masani and Keonga were 
the only slave-establishments on the coast; so that the destruction of both in so surprising a manner, 
must not only be an enormous pecuniary loss to the dealers, but from the moral effect it will have 
on the Arabs, prove a death-blow to the Slave Trade on this coast, for a long time to come, more 
particularly when the Arabs see their villages burnt, and their property destroyed for conniving at a 
trade in the profits of which they but slightly participate. 

On this occasion, as at Masani, I cannot say too much in praise of the zeal and activity of all 
the officers and men you did me the honour to place under my command. Your Secretary, Mr. 
Pritchard, also (as at Masani) accompanied me as a volunteer. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) B. H. BUNCE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 243. 


Consul Hamerton to Commodore Wyvill. 


Sir, Zanzibar, June 14, 1850. 


ON the evening of the 11th instant I had the honour to receive your letter of the 8th instant, 
and received from Captain Bunce, commanding Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘ Dee,” all particulars 
relative to the seizure of the three Banyans engaged in the Slave Trade, and the destruction of the 
barracoons and the dhow. 

IT immediately wrote to His Highness the Imaum, and next morning at 9 o'clock waited on him 
at Matonee, accompanied by Captain Bunce and Lieutenant Stirling, when I explained all to His 
Highness. He requested me to give him all the necessary information in writing; I did so, and 
have the honour herewith to inclose a copy and a translation of His Highness’ reply, wherein he has 
‘sanctioned and approved of all Captain Bunce’s proceedings. The Banyans will be punished in 
such a way as will deter others from engaging in the Slave Trade; indeed, they are already severely 
punished : they are ruined, and have lost all they ever made. 

I have been assured by the native merchants at this place, that 50,000 dollars would not cover 
the losses sustained by Suckoo Kellangee, one of the Banyans seized at Tongha; he had, besides his 
own property, large consignments of goods belonging to other merchants stored in the barracoons, and 
promissory-notes from slave-dealers to purchase slaves and ivory at various periods, for goods 
delivered from time to time, all of which are destroyed, and one pice (money) will now never be 
recovered. Considerable property, said to amount to more than 40,000 or 50,000 dollars, in 
muskets, powder, brass-wire, and piece-goods, the property of many native merchants of this place, 
stored in the barracoons, is now all lost; in fact, it is impossible to say who has sustained the 
greatest loss. 

However, this affair has done more to arrest the progress of Slave Trade in the dominions of 
His Highness the Imaum of Muscat than all that has ever been done heretofore. The consternation 
caused to all classes, Arabs, Indians, and all hands, is difficult to describe. 

5 T have, &c. 
(Signed) ATKINS HAMERTON. 





Inclogure 3 in No. 243. 
The Imaum of Muscat to Consul Hamerton. 


(Translation.) 3rd Shaban, 1266. (July 14, 1850.) 


CONFIDING in the Almghty, from the expectant slave of God’s mercy, Saeed-ben-Sultan. 

To the most excellent the kind and true friend Major Hamerton, the Consul of Her Majesty 
the Queen of England. May Her Majesty’s glory be perpetual, and may the Almighty preserve our 
friend, and make his days prosperous, and render his times happy. 
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Your kind letter has reached, and your friend understood all you mentioned and all that Captain 
Bunce has done in that quarter, such as seizing the Banyans and burning and destroying the barra- 
coons, and likewise destroying the vessel found engaged in the Slave Tr:de. All has been well done, 
and meets with our entire approval. And with reference to the value of property burned and destroyed, 
we have heard that it is great, but we know not the exact amount. 

And we hope in God that these proceedings will tend to open the eyes of the brute animals who 
do tnese things. And whatever you may require of us, the sign is with you and Salaam. 

(Signed) SAEED, the humble Fakir, with his own hand. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 243. 
Commander Bunce to Commodore Wyvill. 


“ “Dee,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 16’ S., Long. 41° 5’ E., 
Sir, June 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at Zanzibar in Her Majesty's steamer “ Dee” 
on the 11th instant, and immediately put myself in communication with Major Hamerton, Her 
Majesty’s Consul, relative to the three vote prisoners and the destruction of the barracoons and 
slave dhow at Masani and Keonga. I delivered the Banyans over to him, and they were imme-- 
diately lodged in prison. ; 

The Banyan Kumfee, who directed me to the barracoons at Keonga, will be dealt with more 
leniently than the others, according to the promise I made him. 

The reply of His Highness the Imaum of Muscat, approving of our proceedings, and the 
despatch of Major Hamerton, together with a copy of a letter addressed to me by him, will put you 
in possession of my proceedings at Zanzibar. 

From several papers taken from the Banyan prisoners, consisting of accounts and inventories, 
and from information received from the native merchants at Zanzibar, it would appear that the property 
lost and sacrificed, consequent on the destruction of the barracoons, is something enormous. The 
losses of Luckoo Kellangee alone (one of the prisoners) amounts to no lesa a sum than 50,009 
dollars ; and from information the Consul has received, considerable property in the shape of piece- 
goods, muskets, beads, brass-wire, and powder, amounting in value to about 40,000 or 50,000 dollars, 
belonging to the native merchants at Zanzibar, was stored in the barracoons and totally destroyed. 
Ravigee Banyan, who was part-proprietor of the barracoons at Keonga, and who left Tongha some 
time before they were destroyed, was not at Zanzibar, but is well known there; and it is probable, 
from the losses he has sustained, and not being able to meet his creditors, he will never make his 
appearance there again. 

It is difficult to describe the sensation caused at Zanzibar by the destruction of these slave- 
establishments, The Banyans are perfectly paralyzed; and it is not going too far to say that some of 
the Europeans and other merchants (not native) have burnt their fingers considerably. Goods 
supplied on credit, and, as is often the case, the payment depending on the successful termination of 
the speculation—all is lost. The consequent as well the direct losses, I am led to understand from 
Her Majesty's Consul, are something very considerable ; but, putting those losses on one side, the 
value of the property destroyed actually engaged in the Slave Trade must amount, at alow estimate, 
to at least 150,000 dollars. ‘This appears a large sum, but when the magnitude of the scale upon 
which the Slave Trade has been carried on in the neighbourhood of Cape Delgado is considered, it is 
comparatively but a small amount. Such has been the effect at Zanzibar; and as to the mainland, I 
doubt whether a Banyan could show’ himself within fifty miles to the northward of Cape Delgado 
without being shot by the Arabs. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. H. BUNCE. 





_ Inclosure 5 in No. 243. 


Consul Hamerton to Commander Bunce. 


Sir, Zanzibar, June 14, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, with its 
inclosures, all relative to your proceedings in the territories of His Highness the Imaum of Muscat, 
on the coast of Africa, the destruction of the two barracoons and the dhow engaged in the Slave 
Trade, also the capture of the three Banyans. 

I have now to inform you that I explained to His Highness the Imaum the necessary information 
relative to your proceedings, and this morning I bad to receive from His Highness a letter confirma- 
tory and approving of all your proceedings in this affair, a copy of the translation of which I herewith 
inclose, together with copy of my letter to the Commander-in-chief, Commodore Wyvill. 

His Highness the Imaum has expressed to me his entire approval of all your proceedings; and 
allow me to assure you that this affair has done more to check the Slave Trade and strengthen the 
authority of the Imaum on the coast, than anything which has ven done heretofore. 

lave, &c. 
(Signed) ATKINS HAMERTON, 





Inclosure 6 in No. 243. 
(Chart.) 
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No. 244. 


“Commodore Wyvill to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received November 30.) 


*© Castor,” Mafomale Island, 
Sir, East Coast of Africa, July 26, 1850. 

I REQUEST you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that on my visit to Johanna, in the early part of last month, the Sultan Selim, of 
that island, informed me that he had received a communication from the Chief 
of Angozha, begging him to use his influence for them to obtain peace and 
friendship with the English. 

Considering it a good opportunity for siding the Portuguese Government to 
re-establish its authority over this piratical place and its people, I received on 
board the “Castor,” for purposes of good faith and negotiation, Prince Drayman, 
(nephew of Sultan Selim) and three followers, and proceeded to Mozambique to 
consult with the Governor-General there upon the subject. 

That officer having consented to receive any overtures of peace from the 
Chief of Angozha, I anchored off this island on the 12th instant, and on the 
following day sent an officer with Prince Drayman to Angozha, with directions to 
inform the Sultan that I could hold no communication with him, as he was a 
rebcl to the Crown of Portugal, but that on his being reconciled with that 
Government, he would insure the friendship of the British. 

This chief having expressed himself most anxious to meet my views and to 
acknowledge his obedience to Portugal, and having also pledged himself not to 
permit foreign Slave Trade in his district, or slave « agents or slave property to 
remain therein, and agreed to establish friendly intercourse, I consented to give 
his officers a passage to the Portuguese authorities at Mozambique. I am glad 
to say that his offers of submission have been accepted, and | think he will 
adhere to his promises. 

The position of Angozha is of more importance than is generally given to it; 

- the town is large and thickly populated ; it has many resources consequent on an 
extensive navigable communication with the interior of Africa. The fortification, 
though of rude structure, is strong and formidable for a savage tribe, being an 
embankment of mud and sand faced and backed by heavy stakes, having six 
guns of various sizes mounted in embrasures which command the entrance to the 
only landing-place. It is one mile from the town, which is in the rear screened 
by cocoa-nut and mango trees. There is a force of 4000 muskets, besides bow- 
men and -spear-men. The Sultan Hassan, who succecded on the death of his 
father, four months ago, is an intelligent person of Persian origin, and 
about 40 years of age. He reccived the officers whom I sent with marked 
civility, by firing salutes and entertaining them at breakfast in a full court of the 
chiefs and elders from the surrounding country, and, in whose presence he pledged 
himself to abolish the foreign Slave Trade in his dominions, nor to allow agents 
for that traffic to reside there, white or black; and that the English should 
always be treated in the most friendly way ; that they should procure refresh- 
ments, and have free ingress and egress to his town and country. All his people 
were joyful upon the announcement of these peaceful manifestations. 

I cannot but express my strong conviction that this desirable end has been 
promoted by the severe castigations these people have received from the boats 
of Her Majesty’s ships within the last three or four years, which without the 
authority of the late Protocol, dated 12th August, 1847, could not have been 
attained. I consider the establishing of friendly relations with Angozha as an 
advantageous acquisition as regards the suppression of the Slave Trade. It 
leaves Quillimane now the only chief port on this coast conducting this illicit 
pursuit. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) C. WYVILL. 
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No. 245. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received 
, December 17.) 


(Extract.) “ Centaur,” Loanda, September 24, 1850. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit for the information of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, copies of a letter which was. addressed by 
Lieutenant Temple, of Her Majesty’s brigantine “ Dolphin,” to the Honourable 
Captain Hastings, on his joining that officer off Ambriz on the 9th instant, 
reporting the circumstances which had induced him to detain the American 
brigantine “ Louisa Beaton,” and of the communications which in consequence 
passed between Captain Hastings and Licutenant Foote, commanding the United 
States’ brig “Perry,” which were cruizing together off Ambriz. 

Commodore Gregory having in my absence off Benguela proceeded to Porto 
Praya, and Lieutenant Foote in the “Perry” to St. Helena, I am unable at 
present to communicate with them, to express the vexation the occurrence has 
caused me. 

With reference to the charge against the mate of the “‘ Louisa Beaton,” 
Mr. Hamilton, for having been engaged in the Slave Trade, Iam given to under- 
stand by Captain Hastings, that Lieutenant Foote did not press it, entertaining 
a doubt as to the sufficiency of the legal evidence and proof which might be 
required in the United States’ courts, and also from his (the mate) having 
deposed to the illegal proceedings of the “ Chatsworth,” which led to her 
detention. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 245. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Lieutenant Foote. 


Sir, « Cyclops,” off Ambriz, September 9, 1850. 

IL HAVE the honour to transmit you a letter received from Lieutenant Henry Temple, com- 
manding Her Britannic Majesty's brigantine “Dolphin,” relating to the chasing, boarding, and deten- 
tion of the American brigantine “Louisa Beaton,” on the 7th and 8th instant, together with a copy 
of a letter from Lieutenant Richard Dawkins, belonging to Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop 
“Rattler.” Immediately on their joining me in company, I proceeded with Licutenant Temple to the 
« Louisa Beaton.” The master produced the register, and the transfer of masters in the harbour of 
Rio de Janeiro, in consequence of the death of her late master, Mr. Josh. Bailey, but refused to show 
me any other documents. On examining the register, and having met the vessel before on this coast, 
L immediately decided that-her nationality was perfect, but that owing to the conduct pursued by the 
master in withholding documents which should have been produced on boarding, had led to the unfor- 
tunate detention of this vessel. I informed the master that I would immediately order her to be 
released, and that in falling in with you all due inquiry into the matter should be made for his satis- 
faction; ke positively refused to take charge again, stating that he would immediately abandon her on 
the “ Dolphin’s” crew quitting, and further requested me to bring the vessel before you. As much 
valuable property might be lost, should the master carry his threat into exccution, I have thought it 
best to seck you off Ambriz in order that due inquiry might be made prior to the “Dolphin” quitting 
this part of the coast for the southward. [accordingly anchored here at 6 P.M. yesterday, in com- 
pany with Her Britannic Majesty's brigantine “ Dolphin” and the “ Louisa Beaton,” and met your 
cutter in charge of Mr. C. Shepherd, to whom I made known the circumstances of this case, and who 
kindly consented to accompany me on board the “ Louisa Beaton,” for further inquiry. I proceeded, 
therefore, to the “ Lunisa Beaton” this morning, accompanied by Lieutenant Temple and Mr. Shep- 
herd, and in the presence of both officers stated to the master, that the detention of his vessel by the 
Commander of the “ Dolphin” arose from the refusal on his part to show the proper documents to 
the boarding officer, authorizing him to navigate the vessel in these seas, and to his mate being identi- 
fied by one of the “ Dolphin’s” officers as the master of a slave-vessel having on board 547 slaves, 
in February last, named the “ Lucy Ann,” who attempted to evade capture by the displaying of the 
American ensign; as well as to his suspicious manwuvring in the chase; but as I felt persnaded, on 
examination, that the ‘* Lowtsa Beaton” was an American vessel, and her papers good, although a 
most important document was absent, namely, the sea-lctter usually given by Consular officers to legal 
traders after the transfer of masters, I should direct the Commander of the ‘ Dolphin” to resign 
charge of the ‘ Louisa Beaton,” which was accordingly done, and that on meeting you I would lay 
the whole circumstances before you, and was ready if you demanded it, to give every remuneration or 
satisfaction on the part of the Commander of the “ Dolphin,” for the unfortunate detention of the 
“ Louisa Beaton,’ “whether engaged in legal or illecal trade,” that he might in fairness demand on 
us, and you might approve of. The master positively refused to take charge again, and Mr. Shepherd 
immediately stated that as the master refused to do so, and the vessel was Amcrican, he would take 
charge until your arrival. J exceedingly regrét this occurrence, and I am requested by Licutenant 
Temple, of the “ Dolphin,” to assure you that no disrespect was intended to the flag of the United 
States, or even an interference on his part with traders of America, be they legal or illegal; but the 
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stubbornness of the master, and the identifying of one of his mates as having been captured in a 
Brazilian vessel, trying to evade detention by the display of your flag, has led to this mistake. I shall 
await your arrival either at anchor or in the offing, and leave this despatch with Mr. Shepherd. I beg 
to state that the hatches of the “ Zouisa Beaton’ have not been opened, nor the vessel or crew in 
any way examined. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F, HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 245. 
Lieutenant Temple to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “ Dolphin,” off Ambriz, September 8, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you, that at daylight on the 7th instant, being about 70 miles 
off the land, a sail was observed on the lee-bow, whilst Her Majesty’s brigantine under my command 
was steering to the eastward. I made all possible sail in chase, and the chase was observed makin; 
more sail and keeping away, and owing to light winds I was unable to overtake her before 0:30 a.m. 
on this day, when being close to her, and no sail shortened, I directed a signal-gun right abeam to be 
fired, and hailed the chase to shorten sail and heave-to. Chase asserted he could not, and requested 
leave to pass to leeward, and said if we wanted to board him, we had better make haste about it, and 
that we might fire and be damned. I directed another gun to be fired across her bows, when she 
immediately shortened sail and hove-to. It being night, no colours were observed to be flying on 
board the chase, nor was I aware of what her character might be. I was pre myself to 
board her, when she bore up again, with the apparent intention of escaping; I was therefore com- 
pelled to hoist the boat up again, and to chase her under sail. I reached the chase on the second 
attempt, and found her to be the “ Louisa Beaton,” American brigantine. The master produced an 
American register, with a transfer of masters, which threw, in my opinion, a doubt of its authenticity ; 
and on requesting further information, the master refused to give me any, nor would he show me his 
port-clearance, crew-list, or log. Lieutenant Dawkins, who accompanied me, identified the mate of 
this vessel as having been in charge of the slave-brig “Zucy Ann,” captured by Her Majesty’s 
steam-sloop ‘ Rattler,” with 500 slaves, in February last. ; 

Under these suspicious circumstances, I considered it my duty, as the “ Louisa Beaton” was 
bound to Ambriz, to place an officer and crew on board of her, so as to confer with an American 
eruizer or yourself, before allowing her to proceed on her voyage, if a legal vessel. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) HENRY TEMPLE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 245. 
Lieutenant Dawkins to Captain the Hon G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, “ Dolphin,” off Ambriz, September 8, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I accompanied Lieutenant H. Temple, in the middle 
wu of the night of the 7th and 8th September, to board the American brigantine “ Loutsa 

eaton.” 

On arriving on board, the captain refused to show his original crew-list, log, and manifest, and 
was very insolent in his answers and questions. 

And I beg leave to state that his mate, now on board, was captured by Her Majesty’s steam- 
vessel “ Rattler,” in the month of February last, off Ambrizette, he being then acting captain on 
board a brig called the ‘‘ Zucy Ann.” At the time of capture she had 547 slaves on board, and 
was condemned at St. Helena as a prize to the “ Rattler.” 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD DAWKINS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 245. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Lieutenant Foote. 


Sir, “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, September 10, 1850. 

WITH reference to the accusation or charge which I have brought against the mate of the 
“ Louisa Beaton,” American brigantine, in my letter of the 9th instant, as having been in command 
of a slave-vessel*called the ‘ Zucy Ann,” having on board 547 slaves, which vessel was captured 
as a Braz lian (although this same person attempted to evade capture by displaying the United States’ 
flag), by Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop “Rattler,” Commander Arthur Cumming, in the 
month of February last. I think it right, although the subject was brought under the notice of the 

* commander of the “John Adams” by Commander Cumming, to restate the circumstance for your 
information. 

The Lucy Ann” arrived on this coast about January last, as an American vessel, fully fitted 
for the Slave ‘I'rade, but protected by her papers. She was disposed of by her master and owner to 
a Brazilian slave-dealer, as I have since learnt, for her register and other documents, by the state- 
ment of the master of the Louisa Beaton,” have been deposited in the United States’ Consulate 
Office at Rio de Janeiro. She was boarded by the “ Rattler” off Ambrizette after the transfer, and 
the master (the present mate of the “ Louisa Beaton” refused to show any papers, but the American 
flag was kept flying. Commander Cumming having great suspicion of the “ dace Ann,” prolonged 
his visit, and to his horror, just as he was leaving the vessel, a cry was heard to issue from the hold, 
the main hatches were apparently forced up from below, although a boat was placed on the top, and 
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the heads of many people appeared. Then the captain of the “Lucy Ann” (now mate of the 
“ Louisa Beaton”) directed the American ensign to be hauled down, and delivered up his vessel as a 
Brazilian slave-vessel, having 547 slaves in her hold, covered in. 

I am ready to substantiate this charge on the dath of two British officers against Mr. Hamilton, 
now mate of the American brigantine “ Louisa Beaton,” late acting captain of the slave-vessel 
“ Iuey Ann.” 

5 T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. F. HASTINGS. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 245. 
Lieutenant Foote to Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings. 


Sir, : United States’ brig “ Perry,” off Ambriz, September 13, 1850. 

YOUR letters of the 9th and 10th instant, inclosing a letter from Lieutenant Commander 
Henry Temple, commanding Her Britannic Majesty's brigantine “Dolphin,” and Lieutenant Richard 
Dawkins, of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘ Rattler,” in‘relation to the chasing boarding, 
and detention of the American brigantine ‘‘ Louisa Beaton,” on the 7th and 8th instant, by Her 
Majesty's brigantine “ Dolphin ;” also in relation to the present mate of the “Zouisa Beaton” 
having been master of the “Lucy Ann,” when captured by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “Rattler,” 
with 540 slaves on board, have been received. 

I have in person visited the “ Louisa Beaton,” conferred with the master, taken his affidavit, 
examined his papers, and found her to be in all respects a legal American trader. The sea-letter 
of which you speak as being usually given by Consular officers after the transfer of the matters, is 
only required when the vessel changes owners, and not when circumstances require, as in this case, the 
appointment of a new master. The paper given by the Consul authorizing the appointment, and 
stating the reasons for appointing the present, is in form, as are all the papers of the vessel. 

T must respectfully decline being a pery concerned in any arrangement of a pecuniary nature, for 
the satisfaction of the master of the ‘‘ Loutxa Beaton,” for the detention and seizure of his vessel. 
If such arrangement be made between the master of the “ Zouisa Beaton” and the British officers, 
it will be my duty to give the information to my Government. 

The Government of the United States does not acknowledge a right in any other nation to visit 
and detain the vessels of American citizens engaged in commerce ; whenever a foreign cruizer shall 
venture to board a vessel under the flag of the United States, she will do it upon ber own responsi- 
bility for all consequences. If the vessel so boarded shall prove to be American, the injured party 
will be left to such redress, either in the tribunals of England, or by an appeal to his own country, as 
the nature of the case may require. 

I have carefully considered all the points in the several communications which you have sent 
me, in relation to the seizure of the ‘* Louisa Beaton,” and I most unqualifiedly pronounce the 
seizure and detention of that vessel wholly unauthorized by the circumstances, contrary to the letter 
and spirit of Article VIII of the Treaty of Washington, and as such it becomes my duty to make a 
full report of the case, accompanied with the communications which you have forwarded, together 
with the affidavit of the master of the “‘Zoutsa Beaton,” to the Government of the United States. 

I was gratified to hear you, as senior officer of Her Majesty’s Forces on the south-west coast of 
Africa, in my presence, wholly disavow to the master of the “ Louisa Beaton” the course pursued 
towards this vessel by the commander of Her Majesty's brigantine “ Dolphin,” which was perfectl 
satisfactory to the master of the ‘ Louisa Beaton,” as far as you were concerned, and which fully 
corresponded with the liberal spirit which has characterized your course during our co-operation of 
several months, for the purpose of suppressing the Slave Trade. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ANDREW H. FOOTE. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 245. 
Declaration of the Master of the “ Louisa Beaton.” 


United States’ brig “ Perry,” off Ambriz, September 10, 1850. 


PERSONALLY appeared before me, Andrew H. Savage, aged thirty-seven years, a citizen of 
the United States, belonging to the town of Woolwich, in the State of Maine, and now masier of the 
American brigantine ‘‘ Louisa Beaton,” last from Rio de Janeiro and bound to St. Paul de Loanda, 
owned by Minor Lawrence and Co., of New London, State of Connecticut, who, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Bible, deposed and testified as follows :— 

On Saturday, September 7, 1850, being about the latitude of 8° south, and longitude 10° east 
at 7°30 in the morning, I made a sail to the westward, which sail was still in sight at sunset of the 

-same day. At half-past 1 of the same night I again observed her from the firing of a gun, at which 
time she was within bailing distance. I at once displayed a light and laid the fore topsail to the 
mast. A few moments after I made her out to be a brigantine, another gun was fired at us which 
was shotted, the ball passing close by the stern of my vessel. Thinking that our position could not 
be seen owing to the darkness of the night, I kept off and run close alongside the strange vessel, 
again hove-to and hailed her, asking if they were in want of anything. They answered that they 
wanted to board us, I requested them to be in as much haste as possible ; that I was ina hurry, and 
did not wish to be detained. They answered, “if you do not heave-to I will fire into you.” I replied, 
“ my vessel is hove-to, you may fire and be damned.” I was ordered to take in my studding-sails, 
which I refused, as the tacks were already let go. I again demanded if they intended to board me, 
and they said they would shortly ; and in answer to the question of my nationality and destination, 
I stated that we were American, bound to St. Paul de Loanda. I was informed that the brigantine 
was an English man-of-war. The brigantine wore round and lowered a boat, when two officers came 
on board, whom I afterwards found to be Captain Temple, commanding Her Britannic Majesty's 
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” 


brigantine “Dolphin,” and Licutenant Dawkins, of Her Britaunic Majesty’s steamer “ Rattler.” 
The latter, who made all the inquiries, requested me to show them the papers of my vessel. I asked 
which papers, and was told the register, crew-list, shipping articles, log-book, port-clearance, 
invoices, and in fact all the papers I had belonging to the vessel. I refused to do su, saying, 
if they wished to sce my register and port-clearance I would permit them to do so. Being 
asked my objection to showing the others, I said that owing to the ungentlemanly manner in 
which I had been treated, being fired into without knowing my character, | would only show such 
papers as were requisite, according to the laws of nations, to establish my nationality. I handed them 
the register, which, after a time only sufficient to examine the signature of Geo. Keat, the United 
States’ Consul at Rio de Janeiro, Lieutenant Dawkins pronounced to be false. Being angry at this I 
asserted that if the signature was false, all the rest of my papers were false, and there was no use in 
showing them. I however showed the port-clearance ; and, in answer to his assertion that it required 
the Consul’s seal, I said he knew nothing about it—that it was not required. I then asked Captain 
Temple what he intended to do with me, and he said “ he would consult with this officer,” and stepped 
aside for a few minutes. Being anxious to get into port next morning. I thought that I would brace 
forward the fore-yard that we might be making something on our course, when Captain Temple 
countermanded my order. I said to him, I suppose you will take charge ? he said, yes, and hailing 
his brig, gave orders for Mr. Lowe to come on board. In a few minutes between twenty and thirty 
men and officers were on board. I was ordered to my cabin, together with all my officers, and a sentry 
placed at the door. My crew was sent below, and also put in charge of a sentry, and the course of 
the vessel changed. At 8 A.M. next day a sail was made, which we came up with about mid-day; it 
proved to be Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Cyclops,” Captain Hastings, senior officer of the southern 
division of Her Britannic Majesty’s forces. Captain Temple then came on board, accompanied by 
Captain Hastings, and the latter made request to see my register, which I at once complied with. 
This he’examined, and I asked him if he would see the other papers ; he replied, that the register was 
sufficient. He then said to Captain Temple that the “Zouisa Beaton” was as legal a vessel as could 
sail, and that he was very sorry that such a thing should have happened. He then requested me to 
take charge of her and proceed on my voyage, observing that it was an oversight on Captain Temple's 
part. This I positively refused, as I did not think myself authorized to do, but requested to be 
carried to an American man-of-war. I was accordingly taken to Ambriz, where we arrived at 6 Pm, 
The next day, the 9th, at 8 a.m., Mr. Shepherd, one of the officers of the United States’ brig 
“Perry,” having been left at Ambriz with a boat in the absence of that vessel, came on board in 
company with Captain Hastings and Captain Temple. I again refused to take charge until the affair 
was settled by some one having the proper authority. Captain Hastings asked what indemnity I 
would consent to receive and proceed on my voyage, and I told him at that time I would settle it for 
1000 dollars, and he said very well, whatever Captain Foote or the American commander may think 
right. 

: Captain Hastings then stated his intention of withdrawing his men, and Mr. Shepherd said that 
if I refused still to take charge it would be his duty to do so. Mr. Shepherd took charge at 9 o'clock 
A.m., until the arrival of the United States’ brig “ Perry,” Lieutenant Commander Andrew 


H. Foote. 
(Signed) A. U. SAVAGE, 


Sworn and subscribed before me the 12th day of September, 1850, as witness my hand and 


official seal. 2 
(Signed) A. H. FOOTE, Lieutenant Commanding. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 245. 


Minute of a Conference between Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings and Lieutenant Foote, on board 
the “ Cyclops,” off Ambriz, on the 14th September, 1850. 


LIEUTENANT FOOTE came on board the “ Cyclops” this day, and had the kindness to read 
me a letter which he had addressed to Commodore Gregory, the Commander-in-chief of the United 
States’ squadron, and to the Secretary of the United States’ Navy, inclosing the correspondence rela- 
tive to the chasing, boarding, and detention, on the 7th and 8th instant, of the American brigantine 
“ Louisa Beaton,” by Her Majesty’s brigantine “ Dolphin,” in which, after stating the whole matter 
most fairly, Lieutenant Foote concluded by assuring his Commander-in-chief and the Secretary to the 
United States’ Navy, that during the period of his service on this part of the coast of Africa, in co- 
operation with the British cruizers, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, he had never known an 
instance of any unfair interference which had come to his knowledge, and which he was compelled to 
bring under the notice of his Government; he was cf opinion that it arose from the boarding of the 
“ Louisa Beaton” taking place at night, when her character perhaps could not fairly be ascertained, 
as well as to the Commander of the “ Dolphin,” having only just arrived on this coast, and who might 
not have obtained the same experience in these matters as most other officers. 

(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS, Captain. 





No. 246. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—( Received 
December 17.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Loanda, September 25, 1850. 


WITH reference to my letter to you of the 30th of August, respecting the 
detention and subsequent release of the American brigantine “ Chatsworth,” first, 
by Her Majesty’s sloop “Kingfisher,” and secondly, by Commodore Gregory, 
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commanding the United States’ squadron ; I have the honour to request you will 
now be pleased to acquaint the Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
that vessel having afterwards quitted Loanda and proceeded to Ambriz, was 
seized on the 11th instant by Lieutenant Foote, commanding the United States’ 
brig of war “Perry,” and sent to New York as a pirate, and on suspicion of 
being engaged in the Slave Trade, the master of the vessel having declared to 
him on oath, that he believed the supercargo, an Italian, to be making arrange- 
ments for the shipment of slaves, and that he had seen on board two sets of 
papers, viz., Brazilian and American, and wished to give up the charge of the 
vessel. 

This declaration is confirmed also, I understand, by affidavits of the master 
and mate of the “Louisa Beaton,” just returned from Rio de Janeiro, in which they 
assert that the “‘ Chatsworth” did convey slaves to the Brazils on her last voyage 
from the neighbourhood of Ambriz, and that an American citizen is not her 
owner. 

The mate of the “ Louisa Beaton,” Mr. Hamilton, is the person who being 
recognized by officers on board the “ Dolphin,” as having been captured on 
board the “ Lucy Ann,” with slaves on board, on the 20th February last the 
‘‘Rattler,”’ was chiefly the cause of her, the “ Louisa Beaton,” being unfortunately 
detained on the 8th instant by Lieutenant Temple. 

Their Lordships will perceive from all the circumstances relating to the 
“* Chatsworth,” how very difficult aad delicate the duty of commanders of 
cruizers on this coast are, in ascertaining the nationality of vessels crossing from 
the Brazils, professing to be American, the “ Chatsworth” having been for many 
days in this port submitted to the strictest examination by Commodore Gregory 
and his officers, and released for want of sufficient evidence, as well as another 
proof of the value and importance of a cordial co-operation between our cruizers 
and those of the United States on this part of the coast. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) _ ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
No. 247. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received December 17. 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Loanda, September 28, 1850. 

WITH reference to my letter to you of 8th ultimo, reporting for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the capture of the 
Brazilian brigantine ‘‘ Volusia,” by Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Rattler,” having 
false papers and showing American colours; I have to request that you will be 
pleased to acquaint their Lordships that the American Commodore, afterwards 
at Loanda, gave me a copy of a deposition which had been made upon oath 
before the commander of his ship, the “Portsmouth,” by the person who 
represented himself to be the American master of the “ Volusia,” relative to 
her seizure, which I submitted to Commander Cumming, for his explanation 
and remarks as to its accuracy; and I have now the honour to inclose copies 0 
the above deposition, and Commander Cumming’s statement in refutation of it. 

The papers which this master declared to Commander Cumming he had 
thrown overboard he produced to Commodore Gregory, who showed them to me, 
and we both felt convinced that the signature of the United States’ Consul at 
Rio de Janeiro to the sea-letter was a forgery, and the papers irregular, and 
little doubt but that the ‘“‘ Volusia” had been transferred, and become Brazilian 
property. The master, Disney, wished the papers to be returned to him, which 
Commodore Gregory told me he refused, as he intended sending them to his 
Government, conceiving they might lead to the exposure of many fraudulent 
transactions under the cover of the flag of the United States. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 247. 
Deposition of the Master of the “ Volusia.” 


KNOW all men by these fresents, that on the date hereof appeared personally before me, 
E. Peek, Commander in the United States’ Navy, John W. Disney, a native-born citizen of the United 
States (and late master of the American brigantine ‘‘ Volusia’), who being duly sworn on the Holy 
Evangelists of Almighty God, did depose and declare, That on or about the 4th May, 1850, he sailed 
from Rio de Janeiro in ballast, bound to Pernambuco, or other northern port, as he might see fit, 
during the term of six months. Besides himself there were three other Americans, the other five 
were foreigners. On the 7th May, encountered a gale from the south-west, which made it necessary 
to bear up for Victoria, where he arrived on the 12th, and entered his vessel in distress; chartered 
his vessel to proceed to the coast of Africa, with the privilege of two ports between 5 and 8 degrees 
south latitude. Cargo consisted principally of beans, farinha, rice, jerked beef, and lumber, with some 
aguardiente. 

He took on board also seven passengers, Brazilians or Portuguese. Sailed from Vittoria on the 
29th May. On the 2nd of July, saw a sail with American colours, and altered his course to meet 
her; deponent had his colours likewise set. The sail proved to be Her Msajesty’s ship ‘ Rattler.” 
The commander and clerk came on board and demanded his papers, which, when presented, they 
pronounced forged. 

The commander told deponent that he would force his hatches. Deponent replied, that if he did 
he would shoot him The commander answered, that he was under his battery, and he could blow 
him out of the water. The hatches were then broken open. The clerk asked deponent to hoist the 
Brazilian flag. Deponent answered, that he had none, and would not do so if he had. Clerk then 
told deponent he woutd get one for him. Deponent still refused, when the clerk told him the com- 
mander would take him to the American Commodore, who would gend him to the United States, as 
he had done a number of others, chained and ironed. 

The commander likewise demanded his manifest and despatches, which deponent refused to give 
up, until the commander told him he was authorized by the American Commodore to demand them 
from all American vessels he might fall in with. 

The clerk put the papers in his pocket, and being under the influence of liquor, laid down and 
went to sleep; upon which, deponent took the papers out of his pocket and put them in his own. 
Soon after the deponent and his ship’s company, including passengers, were carried on board the 
steamer, and during the night repeated efforts were made to induce him to acknowledge his vessel to 


be Brazilian property, which he refused, declaring her to be American. 
2 (Signed) JOHN W. DISNEY. 


Sworn and subscribed before me, this 80th day of August, a. p. 1850. In testimony whereof 
I have herewith placed my hand and affixed my official seal, the 30th day of August, in the year of 


our Lord 1850. : 
(Signed) E. PEEK, Commander United States’ Navy. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 247. 


Commander Cumming to Commodore Fanshawe. 


xtract.. . Rattler, eptember 6, 1850. 
E Rattler,’ September 6, 


IN reply to your letter of 5th instant, I have the honour of submitting to you a detailed 
statement of the facts attending the capture of the Brazilian slave brigantine “* Volusia,” off the 
River Congo, on 2nd July, with remarks upon the accuracy of the documents inclosed for my perusal, 
purporting to be a deposition of the late master of that vessel, J. W. Disney, but which is such an 
incorrect and deficient statement of the actual occurrences, as to be rather a document to provoke 
mirth than to require refutation. 

The commencement of the first paragraph admits of no reply, but the concluding sentence is 
intended to indicate that the cargo of the vessel was that of one engaged in legal traffic; an important 
omission, however, is made in not noting the large quantity of water on board, a quantity sufficient, 
according to the admission of J. W. Disney himself, for the consumption of 700 negroes on their 
passage to the Brazils. The “ plank’? which is enumerated as lumber, was found carefully disposed 
as a slave-deck, level, and admirably arranged, each plank being numbered ; this deck was about 4 feet 6 
inches in height, perfectly clear fore and aft, with the exception of the “slave-coppers” and 10 
Brazilians, the real crew of the vessel, who were temporarily concealed there; only two small casks 
of aguardiente were found on board, a quantity not more than sufficient for the consumption of a 
vessel of this kind on her passage. 

The greatest part of the second paragraph is correct; but the United States’ flag was hauled 
down on board the “ Rattler” as soon as the “ Volusia” showed her colours, and long before she had 
approached sufficiently near to induce me to man a boat for the purpose of boarding her; the design 
T entertained in hoisting that flag was fulfilled indeed as soon as she showed hers; and J. W. Disney 
confessed it had caused him considerabie uneasiness, until he had fully ascertained the character of the 
vessel he was approaching. The * Rattler” was at this time anchored about five miles west of Cape 
Padrone, in the direct track of vessels entering the Congo; and so certain were those on the look-out 
aloft of the course the veesel was steering when first seen, and until she closed us, that I did not con- 
sider it necessary to make any movement in chase. The whole equipment of this vessel was complete 
for the immediate reception of slaves. 

The third and fourth paragraphs are apparently intended to relate what occurred on board the 
« Volusia,” but the whole version is palpably incorrect, that I feel it better at once to state that I do 
not find one word of truth in either of them. eae : 
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The fifth and last contain a base and groundless attack on the character of a young and deserving 
officer, Mr. Collins, the clerk, who is stated to have fallen asleep under the influence of liquor, and 
appears to be clumsily concocted by J. W. Disney to explain the way he obtained possession of a portion 
of the papers which it appears he had concealed about his person, instead of throwing overboard, as 
he declared had been done. The concluding part of this paragraph is pure invention; and permit me 
to add my conviction, that the aforesaid J. W. Disney has been induced to perjure himself by parties 
only interested in continuing the African Slave Trade by the production of fictitious papers, and 
consequent violation of the United States’ flag. The said Disney asserted on board the “ Rattler,” 
that he was born in the Brazils, and had always claimed the protection of that empire, and admitted 
having made seven successful voyages with slaves in Brazilian vessels. under the same (previous to 
your command of the African squadron) safe and lucrative system. 

I now proceed to furnish you with a clear and succinct account of what actually took place, in 
order to convince you, Sir, with what caution and delicacy I performed my duty upon this occasion, 
and to erase from the mind of the United States’ Commodore any impression which might have 
been left by the perusal of that deposition. 

Immediately on boarding the ‘‘ Volusia,” although she was in the influence of the Congo stream 
and blowing fresh, I requested J. W. Disney, who represented himself to be the master, to continue 
his course, thus manifesting my desire to prevent any delay or any interference with the duties of a 
vessel bearing the flag she did, which my presence on board might occasion. The sails were there- 
fore trimmed, and she continued her course for Shark’s Point. The papers of the vessel were 
handed to me on my request, without any objection or observation being made on the part of 
J. W. Disney, or any other individual belonging to the said brigantine. Having carefully examined 
them, I became convinced that they were entirely fictitious, and completely failed in establishing her 
right to the nationality she claimed. The omissions and erasures prominent on the most important of 
the documents, and the absence of the regular official character of the whole, entirely confirmed my 
conviction. I at once stated it to the ostensible master, J. W. Disney, and expressed my determination to 
anchor the “ Volusia” and detain her until I had decided on the line of procedure I should adopt. 
He and others belonging to the vessel now endeavoured to deter me from pursuing this course by 
national and pecuniary representations, trusting to any indecision they might create in my mind, and 
also to the view the commander of the “Rattler” might take of the proceedings of a junior officer, he 
having imagined I was the boarding Lieutenant ; during the interval which elapsed in working the 
“ Volusia” up to the “ Rattler’s” anchorage, became undeceived, when he approached me, and 
hurriedly, and in a low excited voice said, “ The papers are all false, she is Brazilian property! The 
crew are concealed below in the slave-deck; she is completely fitted for slaves.” He then left me, 
and after a brief conversation with the real master and owner of the vessel, immediately proceeded to 
haul down the flag, in which he was assisted by the mate. I then requested him to furnish me with 
a document containing a statement of his admissions; but he expressed his fears of doing so openly, 
as he said the crew already suspected him of treachery, and would certainly “knife” him. I was 
therefore satisfied by his repeating before two witnesses the statement made to me. Subsequently, on 
board the “ Rattler,” he signed a document voluntarily, without any threat or other inducement, a 
copy of which I have already had the honour of transmitting to you. In the meantime I had directed 
Mr. Collins to obtain possession of the papers, but he found they had already been removed from 
where they had been deposited, and were in the hands of J. W. Disney, who was in the act of 
destroying them. He succeeded in recovering a few, and also picked off the deck fragments of 
others, all of which have been transmitted to the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, The 
remainder which he failed in obtaining, the said Disney stated he had thrown overboard. I now 
directed the hatches to be removed, when ten Brazilians, the real crew of the vessel, emerged from 
off the slave-deck, their place of concealment. 

The necessary steps were then taken for the management of the prisoners, and sending the 
vessel to St. Helena for adjudication. In reference to the deposition made by J. W. Disney, I may 
remark, that previous to landing the prisoners (seventeen in number), I publicly demanded of them 
on the quarter-deck, in presence of my officers, whether they had any protest or declaration to make, 
and if so, I would place them in a position to forward it; but they unanimously replied in the 
negative ; and the individuals who appeared to act in the position of officers, voluntarily, without any 
mieasures of inducement or coercion, signed their names to the document of which I have already 
also had the honour to transmit you a copy. 

In conclusion, Sir, permit me to say that I have furnished you with a detailed account of the 
whole of the facts relating to the capture of the slave brigantine “ Volusia,” without omitting any- 
thing that in any way tends to elucidate the case, and without the wish of shrinking from any 
responsibility which the duties of the service throw upon me. J therefore hope you will be induced 
to view this document in the same light as I do, as replete with calumny and fabrication. In no part 
of this production has the individual had the audacity to declare either the vessel or her cargo to 
be the property of citizens of the United States, nor that the vessel was in any way entitled at the 
time of capture to the protection of that flag. This appears the more remarkable, as it might readily 
be supposed that the same unblushing effrontery which carries him through such a maze of fictitious 
narrative, might easily have taken him a step further; the evidence, however, of his own and his 
companions’ declarations, made before competent witnesses, was probably more than he could 
surmount. 

Trusting that you will from the preceding observations, believe me possessed of the most anxious 
desire to fulfil my duties, and at the same time most studious of the obligations of treaties and 
natural rights, &c. 
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No. 248. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received December 17.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Ambriz, September 30, 1850. 

WITH reference to my letter to you of the 26th August, on the subject of 
the continued ‘foreign Slave Trade from the Province of Angola, in which I 
declared my intention of addressing the Governor-General again, and calling his 
attention to several matters relating to it, I have the honour to request you will 
be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the inclosed 
copies of a letter which 1 consequently sent him, and of his reply. 

I regret to observe, that, notwithstanding his Excellency’s protestations as 
to his own conduct and feelings, and which I am disposed to respect, I cannot 
conceive his explanations generally on the broad question of the continued 
passage of slaves throughout the province he governs, and their exportation from 
it, more satisfactory than the preceding ones; 

In requesting their Lordships’ particular attention to the subject, one or 
two remarks from me may be necessary. 

First. With respect to the credit his Excellency takes for the examination 
and destruction of barracoons on the coast, I have to observe, that I am not 
aware of any such measures having originated with the Portuguese authorities 
during his Excellency’s government, but believe that on each occasion they were 
in consequence of the representations made by myself, or by Captain Hastings in 
my absence, and my quotation to his Excellency referring to the movement at 
Benguela, and embarkation of slaves on board the “ Rival,” was, from the 
report of the commander of the ‘ Nympha” schooner of war, transmitted to me 
by Commodore Cordeiro, through Captain Hastings, of which I inclose a copy, 
with translation. 

Second. With respect to his Excellency’s comment upon the discrepancy 
between Captain Hastings’ statement and mine, relative to the embarkation at 
Lobito—a distance of five miles, I must observe, that I consider the accuracy 
remains with us, as the vessel must have been within sight of the establishment 
there, and the person in charge of it embarked in her. 

Third. With respect to the palhabote ‘‘Vinte-cinco de Setembro,” I consider 
his Excellency has not met my assertions at all, but again commented upon a 
discrepancy between Captain Hastings and myself, he having reason to suppose, 
from the position of the vessel at the time of her capture, the embarkation had 
been made at Quicombo ; whereas subsequent information led me to the convic- 
tion that it was at Point Caraco, in either case within the immediate vicinity of 
Portuguese authorities. 

Fourth. With respect to his Excellency’s statement of not having the law to 
+ which I referred in his collection, I regret to find, on referring to the Angola 
‘‘ Gazette” containing the law, that I did make a clerical mistake between the 
22nd and 24th of June, 1848, the “Gazette” containing the decrees of both 
dates by the late Governor-General, P. A. da Cunha. 

Lastly. With regard to the subject of domestic slaves passing from one part 
of the Province of Angola to another, in a manner, as I pointed out, not in con- 
formity, in my opinion, with the existing Treaty with Portugal, I would observe, 
that I think with his Excellency, it is a question that merits the consideration of 
our respective Governments, and that I should not have probably mooted it 
with him now without referring to it, but for the circumstance of so many slaves 
having been captured during the past year in going from the coast of Benguela, 
who spoke Portuguese, and who asserted they had been domestic slaves. 

I hope neither their Lordships nor Her Majesty’s Government will think I 
have been too pertinacious in pressing matters upon the Governor-General of 
Angola. I can assure them I have only done so from an increasing conviction 
of the facilities afforded the Brazilian Slave Trade from that province, and which 
I have considered it my duty to use every effort to suppress; and I am not 
without hopes that this correspondence, from the altered tone his Excellency has 
assumed, may be attended with some good result. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 248. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Governor-General of Angola. 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Elephants Bay, September 14, 1850. 


IN my letter to your Excellency of the 20th ultimo, replying to those of the 10th and 12th 
July, which I had the honour to receive from you, and in which you complained to me of the incon- 
venient manner in which you had been addressed, in my absence, by the Hon. Captain Hastings, on 
the subject of the continued exportation of slaves by sea from the Province of Angola, I confined 
myself to that complaint, and abstained from commenting on the explanations which your Excellency 
was pleased to offer me, relative to the matters which had been submitted to you by Captain 
Hastings. 

I hae proceed to do so: and I assure your Excellency that it is with infinite regret 1 feel 
myself compelled, by a sense of duty, to say that I cannot consider those explanations satisfactory, 
when I regard the solemn Treaty existing between our respective Sovereigns for the “ putting an 
immediate end to the barbarous and piratical practice of transporting the natives of Africa across the 
sea, for the purpose of consigning them to slavery,” and which practice Article I of it says, “ shall 
be a strictly prohibited and highly penal crime in every part of their dominions, and for all the 
subjects of their respective Crowns ;” and that I am under the necessity of reporting to my Govern- 
ment, that I find a system prevailing throughout the Province of Angola, of extensive foreign Slave 
Trade undertakings, of which the many captures of vessels fully equipped for it on the coast by 
Portuguese and British cruizers, are proof. I cannot suppose your Excellency ignorant of such 
proceedings, nor of the various expedients and devices of the resident slave-merchants to baffle and 
evade the efforts of the naval forces, all tending to a violation of the Treaty between Portugal and Great 
Britain, though I readily believe that your Excellency only tolerates such breaches of good faith, from 
the want of adequate means and power, as you tell me, to enforce the laws in so extensive a territory ; 
and I wish, therefore, in treating of so delicate a subject, to speak with due respect and deference for 
your high position, and not to say a word which may wound your Excellency’s feelings, nor do I 
desire to name any particular individuals whom I consider to be implicated, and who may be amongst 
your Excellency’s friends, perceiving the difficult situation in which your Excellency is placed, 
surrounded chiefly by a mercantile community of influence and wealth, acquired by a practice in the 
very traffic we desire to see put down; and if present the following circumstances for your Excel- 
lency’s superior consideration, with the expectation and persuasion that you will watch over the 
fultilment of the Treaty between our Sovereigns in the Government confided to you, with the same 
earnest zeal as your predecessor did, and with the same wish for the accomplishment of the humane 
object it has in view. 

It is due to your Excellency that I should with frankness place before you the grounds upon 
which I form my opinion. My statements may appear to you indefinite; but your Excellency must 
be aware how difficult it is in a slave-trading country and community to obtain personal confirma- 
tion of facts relating to the detested Traffic, however notorious they may be. I assure you that I 
have not relied upon vague reports, but that I believe them to be based upon correct information, and 
supported oy, circumstantial evidence, not to be easily controverted. 

First. The permitting to be collected in the province, marched through it, and brought together 
in barracoons at different places bordering on the coast, large numbers of slaves, not intended to be 
employed within it for any purpose, but avowedly for the object of exportation; and if it were not 
so, ships from the Brazils would not resort to the coast in numbers as they do, fully equipped and 
prepared to receive those unfortunate beings as an article of merchandize. One proof, amongst many, 
of this undoubted truth, I have before me in the reports made by the officers of Her Most Faithful 
Majesty, who examined the country about Bahia Farta, viz., that “a large number of slaves had 
been encamped some miles in the interior, who had come from Benguela, and were embarked on the 
17th (March) in a schooner called the ‘ Rival,’ to go across the seas,” showing, therefore, slaves to 
be moved from the second city in the province under the eyes of the authorities to a particular place 
for embarkation on board a slave-vessel, which vessel I am also informed carried slaves from the same 
part of the coast to the Brazils, three times during the past year. 

Secondly. The shipment of 862 slaves on board the Brazilian brig ‘‘ Encarnacion,” about the 
1st of March, supposed by Captain Hastings at Lobito, but as I have since learnt not actually at that 
place, but about five miles from it. This case was the subject of discussion between your Excellency 
and myself on the last occasion of my having the honour of visiting you, when you had the kindness 
to confirm it to me, with the information, also, that the subordinate Government authority in charge 
at Lobito had absconded in the same vessel ; I therefore now acquaint your Excellency, that having 
proceeded very shortly after our interview to St. Helena, whither the “ Encarnacion” had been sent, 
I made inquiry for that person, in order that he might be brought back to account for his scandalous 
breach of duty, and learnt, I am sorry to say, that he had quitted the island and gone to Rio Janeiro, 
having declared himself a Brazilian subject. 

Thirdly. The seizure of a palhabote on the coast by Her Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish,” having 
on board 180 slaves, stated to have been shipped at Point Caraco (a few miles north of Benguela), 
which vessel, being supposed to be Portuguese, was brought to Loanda, as Pha Excellency is aware, 
for the cognizance of the authorities, in order to be adjudicated before the Mixed Commission Court, 
but was declared by the authorities not to be Portuguese. I have such information before me in this 
case of the connexion of the vessel with the port of Loanda, as leaves no doubt in my mind that with 
respect to it good faith under the existing Treaty has not been maintained ; and I have placed it before 
Her Majesty's Government, representing that it is my conviction that the aforesaid palabote was a 
well-known coasting trader of the port of Loanda, by name “ Vinle-cinco de Setembro,” which was 
announced in the official Government Gazette to have quitted it on the 5th May for the ports to the 
southward ; that the master, Roberto, was recognized as the person who had navigated her on former 
voyages, that she was then and at the time of her capture the property of a party or parties resident 
in Loanda ; that the slaves on board belonged also to parties of distinction and Sig @ in Loanda; 
that it is hardly credible they could have been shipped so near Benguela without the knowledge of 
some Government authority of that district ; that the reason the customary mark of tonnage was not 
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found in the usual place, as reported by the examining officers, was because it had been cut out at the 
time of shipment by the master, and which should have been observed by them; that the examination 
of the vessel for identification was very superficial; that the assertion of the master that the vessel was 
found abandoned on the coast is too absurd for credit, a coast on which the prevailing surf renders it 
difficult to beach a canoe, and that if true, it only implicates the authorities the more; and as a corro- 
boration of the whole, that for a period of nearly four months the palhabote “ Vinte-cinco de 
Setembro,” which had been previously employed in coasting voyages of a duration of six weeks and 
often less, has not, I am informed, been heard of, and that I conclude the bond entered into by her 
owners, in accordance with the Law of the 22nd June, 1848, has been forfeited. 

Fonrthly. With respect to your Excellency’s explanation relative to the brig ‘‘ Etna,” alias 
“ Joaquina,” viz., that Senhor Garrido did not appear as the owner or purchaser officially of that 
vessel, but another Portuguese subject, at present not in Loanda, and who might have transferred her 
to another. It would have been more satisfactory if the explanation had been accompanied by an 
assurance that some notice had been taken of the case, either by the forfeiture of the bond or other- 
wise, upon the representation to your Excellency by a British officer acting under the Treaty that the 
vessel had been found and seized by him for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

In conclusion I beg to bring under your Excellency’s notice the circumstance that the come- 
manders of Her Majesty's cruizers under my orders report to me that they frequently meet with 
coasting vessels or boets proceeding along the coast and having on board a small number of slaves 
purporting by their papers to be the domestic slaves of paeties going from one part of the province 
to another, but who are not accompanied by their owners; and I request your Excellency's considera- 
tion of those Articles of the Treaty which bear upon the removal by sea of domestic slaves of Portu- 
guese subjects from certain parts of the Portuguese dominions to others, with the view to the 
prevention of the system of granting passports indiscriminately and without regard to the stipulations 
contained in them. I am induced to do this from the fact of so many slaves having been taken during 
the past year by Her Majesty's cruizers on board slave-vessels off the coast of Benguela, who epoke 
the Portuguese language, declared they had been domestic slaves, and had been brought from Loanda 
by boats ; and it will become my duty, if I find the regulations on the subject of removal laid down in 
the Treaty, continue to be infringed or abused (which must have the effect of aiding the foreign Slave 
Trade), to direct measures to be taken for enforcing them at sea; but I assure your Excellency that 
it will be much more satisfactory to me to find the necessity for my doing so is removed by the 
irregularity being prevented by your Excellency on shore, 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 248. 
The Governor-General of Angola to Commodore Fanshawe. 


orange Palace of the Government at Loanda, 
‘Hustrious and Excellent Sir, September 28, 1850. 


YOUR Excellency having promised me in the official letter which I had the honour to receive 
from you, dated 20th ultimo, another with the same object, I deemed it right to wait the receipt of it, 
in order to acknowledge both, which I proceed to do. 

It behoves me, in the first place, to thank your Excellency for the delicate and courteous manner 
with which you have expressed yourself as regards myself, the subject recently discussed being, in 
truth, one difficult to treat of, so as not to offend the susceptible feelings of either of us. And [ con- 
sider I have a right to be treated generously (cavalheiramente), because I am conscious (and I should 
very much regret that any one should think otherwise) that in the discharge of the duties which 
weigh on my shoulders, and chiefly with regard to the extinction of the accursed Traffic with Slaves 
beyond the seas, I have always acted as it behoved me, with loyalty and determination for the fulfil- 
ment of the Treaty between our respective Sovereigns ; aud if my efforts have not been crowned with 
acomplete result, and which I think at present is impossible, or with a better one, it is entirely owing to 
the difficulty of causing the laws to be strictly executed throughout the immense extent of this province, 
in a great part not brought under subjection, and with very few authorities and small force in those 
places where it is so; and if this my assertion should not be considered sufficient, I will recur to the 
official demonstration, that during the time of my predecessor, many, many embarkations of negroes 
beyond seas took place at or near the same places, one side or other, at which there have been 
embarkations latterly ; and no one will say, and your Excellency will confess in the same manner as 
your predecessors have done, that (which is in truth only a tribute of justice paid to him) my pre- 
decessor did not use all the measures which he considered could have the effect. of putting an end to 
the wicked Traffic,—no one will say that he did not view with the greatest abhorrence this Traffic, 
disgraceful to civilized man and the dealers in it; and I can assure you that I have had the same 
feelings, and that among those dealers I neither have, nor wish to have, a friend. 

Has there been in the time of those who have preceded me, especially the last, more examina- 
tions of the coast than during my government? Have there not in the same time been more burnings 
of barracoons, supposed to be intended for the Traffic, than in any other preceding time? No one 
can assert the contrary, it being worthy of remark, that all these explorations have been undertaken 
by officers of the navy, free from connexion with people on shore, and that at none of them has any 
‘person been pointed out as conniving at, or implicated in the Traffic, whom I could present before the 
tribunals, that they might be prosecuted according to law; and it is only in virtue of those laws that 
I can order any one to be apprehended. I will not, however, trouble your Excellency more on this point, 
and as the letters which your Excellency was pleased to address me were replies to mine, I will touch only 
on this occasion on the more important points, or those which are presented for the first time, and for 
which I beg your Excellency’s attention. 

I feel very deeply, that the explanations which I had the honour to present to your Excellency 
have not been judged satisfactory, the more as I made an effort that they should be so. I hope, 
however, that the good faith with which they were madc, has not been judged in the same manner, 
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Tn truth, I am not ignorant that some embarkations of slaves have been made from some parts 
of this province, of which I have frankly given information to my Government, but they have taken 
place in parts where they have been able only to have evaded the naval cruizers, because in such 
places there exists no authority, nor means of preventing an embarkation, having been conducted to. 
them through places not subject to the Crown of Portugal; and if amongst those captured, some have 
been found speuking the Portuguese language, it is because slavery is legal in this province, slaves 
being often an article of exchange, and passing very frequently through the hands of different masters. 
I have not even tolerated the passage of slaves from beyond the limits of the conquest, and in that 
respect have given more stringent orders than any of my predecessors; but I am not able to be 
certain that they are executed precisely at a distance of seventy or eighty leagues; nor could I even 
impose a very active responsibility upon chiefs who govern large districts, open on all sides, and 
without a force sufficient, and that force even not to be confidently relied upon; however, it appears 
to me that I can assure your Excellency that the negroes who have been conducted to the different 
points of embarkation, have not been so with the knowledge of the authorities, for if I possessed 
data to convince me, I would not have tolerated such an authority for an instant; and if I had 
documents in proof, I would have laid them before the tribunals, in order that the penalties of the 
law might fall upon them; and the difficulties which your Excellency has experienced in obtaining 
personal information, I experience also in the same manner, it being necessary, in order that the 
judge may take cognizance, that they are in possession of precise legal documents. As I have 
already said, it appears to me that in the manner I have expressed myself, I have replied to the 
first part of your Excellency’s letter; it remains for me only to say, that in the case of the 
“ Rival,” of which your Excellency spoke in the same, making reference to a despatch of a naval 
officer of Her Most Faithful Majesty, that it would have been still unknown to me, if your 
Excellency had not had the goodness to call my attention to it, it being worthy of notice, that 
with respect to it, no official communication has been made to me by the Portuguese Naval 
Department. 

I rejoice to observe, by what your Excellency assures me in the second paragraph of your letter, 
that in the inquiries which I had caused to be proceeded with, there was accuracy and truth, since 
the embarkation on board the brig “ Encarnacion” did not take place in the Bay of Lobito, as 
Captain Hastings’ supposed, but some miles distant from it; and this will serve to prove how much 
it is necessary to act with caution, in inquiries having reference to so delicate a subject,—because the 
informers do not always speak the truth, either because it is convenient for them to hide it, or 
because they are ignorant actually of the facts on which they pretend to give information ; and on 
this matter it remains for me to regret that the person in charge at Lobito, whu was a serjeant, 
should have escaped the just punishment which his disloyalty subjected him to, and besides, there 
would have been much utility in his depositions, as by them perhaps we might have come to the 
knowledge of others implicated in so disgraceful a business, and by which they would have been 
duly punished. 

Concerning the palhabote taken by Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “ Flying-Fish,” I did all 
that was in my power, and eypressly. I complied, without a moment's delay, with what was 
required of me by the Commander of the said ship, ordering the examination he asked for to 
be proceeded with, and the result to be made known to him as soon as it was completed, with 
which he appeared to be well satisfied, according to the official letter he addressed me afterwards. 
No other mode of proceeding could have been adopted, because to bring the case before the 
Mixed Commission, it was necessary first to show that the palhabote was either English or Portu- 
guese property. Besides the bonds which such vessels enter into with the custum-house, in virtue 
of the law, in order that they may be adjudicated when seized in the Traffic of Negroes, the 
owner gives another, which the law does not require, but which was prescribed by this General 
Government for greater security, binding him either to present the vessel within a given time, or 
make payment to the Treasury of the amount of the bond entered into. The allotted time having 
expired, and payment of the bond having been demanded, the owner appeared with a justificatory 
plea of the palhabote’s having been shipwrecked, which did not satisfy me; and on the owner 
asking for a further period to enable him to present another more legal plea, I granted it to him, 
acting as my predecessor had done in a similar case, with another palhabote, named “ Loanda,” 
the property of the deceased José Vieira de Mattos, and the judicial proceedings instituted in that 
case have not yet been decided, notwithstanding their having been referred to the Relacio at 
Lisbon. With respect to this palhabote, there only remains for me to make one observation,—it is 
this. The Hon. Captain Hastings, in the third paragraph of his despatch of the lith July, stated 
that the cargo of this palhabote was shipped at Quicombo, and your Excellency now says that it 
took place at Point Caraco, a little distant trom Benguela ; which is another proof of how difficult 
it is to arrive at a knowledge of the truth in a matter in which all implicated endeavour to conceal 
it or deceive the authorities. 

This case, and all the occurrences of the Traffic in Slaves, I have laid before the Government 
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, as it behoved me, for I desire that my conduct should be duly 
appreciated by those whom I serve. F : . 

Not finding in my collection of laws, that which your Excellency has done me the honour to 
quote, with the date of 22nd of June, 1848, as having relation to the subject in discussion, I find 
myself unable to make any reference to such law. It is possible, however, there may be some mistake 
regarding the date; but I am able to affirm, without fear of contradiction, that all the laws which 
have reference to the granting of passports, or to the repression of the iniquitous Traffic in Slaves, 
are taken into due consideration, with the view of strictly observing their terms when it becomes 
necessary either to grant or wiser the passport of any vessel. Nothing remains for me to add to that 
which I have had the honour to state to your Excellency concerning the fourth paragraph of your 
despatch ; and I have only to reply to the conclusion of it, which I consider is of great importance. 
The method or system at present followed in granting the passports of slaves who pass, accompanied 
or not by their owners, is that which I found, and which has been practised by all my predecessors 
with a single exception, it not appearing to them, in the same manner as it has not appeared, as I 
imagine, to your Excellency’s predecessors, or to the different commanders of cruizers, that the 
Treaty respecting the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves beyond seas, referred to the passage ef 
slaves from one port to another in the same province. Once more I ask permission to remind your 


392 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Excellency, that slavery being legal in Africa, and slaves being yet unhappily an article of com- 
merce with which exchanges are effected and debts paid, it becomes on that account a commercial 
necessity that they should frequently pass from one part of the province to another. In order that 
this disposition may not be abused by any ill-disposed person, on occasions of granting a passport for 
the slave or slaves, the owner of the same, or the person who makes remittance, is obliged to give a 
bond to the Secretary of this Government, binding himself to present, within a reasonable period, a 
certificate from the respective authority of the place to which the slave or slaves are sent, which 
certificate shall prove their presentation to the authority of the place they go to; and in this manner 
the passage from one part to another of the province, thus permitted, cannot assist the Slave Trade 
or slave-dealer. Besides, they may be conducted to the places of embarkation by land, where they 
would not be subjected to the fiscal authorities. 

I repeat, the system practised in this respect is what I found,-and what has always been in prac- 
tice without interruption up to the present time ; and it would appear from this to be both just and 
convenient, that any change, before being carried into effect, should be decided upon by our respective 
Governments. I shall take the first opportunity which offers, to present to that of Her Most 
Faithful Majesty the whole matter, and to ask such instructions as may prevent any doubt in future. 

Your Excellency will doubtless act according to your good judgment. I repeat to your Excellency 
the protestation of my most high consideration. 

God preserve pour Excellency. 

(Signed) ADRIAO ACCACIO DA SILVEIRA PINTO. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 248. 


Report of the Midshipman of the “‘ Nympha.” 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Z «‘ Nympha,” Benguela, March 21, 1850. 

HAVING departed about half-past 6 p.m. of the 19th instant on the service ordered by you, I 
proceeded until midnight with the sweeps, and anchored a little to the northward of the north 
point of Salinas. Having given the ship's company four hours’ rest, I commenced my watch along 
the coast, and, having proceeded until 11 o'clock more than ten miles from the point I have mentioned, 
I succeeded in landing at a more sheltered part from the surf, which was very great at the time, and 
here I also disembarked the greater part of the crew in two parties, and marched more than two 
leagues along the Salinas, where I found four small huts, with scarcely a sufficient number of inha- 
bitants to guard the salt, which is in great abundance here. I then went a league into the interior, 
and found nothing to create suspicion. I started about 4 o’clock in the afternoon to the northward, 
and at Bahia Farta found no barracoons. Here I rested the crew until daylight of the 21st, when I 
landed with the same parties, and saw some small fishing-huts, amongst which were two somewhat 
Jarger than the others, but which, I am convinced, were notwithstanding intended for fishing pur- 
poses. 1 proceeded some miles into the interior, and met with some trees, which, by their size and 
spread, afforded great shelter, at the trunks of which there still existed the remains of fires. I was 
informed by all the persons with whom I conversed, that a large number of slaves had been encamped 
here, who had come from Benguela, and were embarked in a schooner called the “ Rival,” to go 
across the sea. 

God protect you. 

(Signed) ANTONIO JOAQUIM DA SILVA COSTA, Midshipman. 





No. 249. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—( Received December 17.) 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Ambriz, October 1, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copies of letters which I have received from 
Commander Patten, the senior officer of the Northern Division, and from Mr. 
Benjamin Campbell, merchant, and magistrate at the Isles de Los, relating to 
the attempt which had recently been made to renew a Slave Trade both at the 
Gallinas and Rio Pongos, and in the latter instances, I am sorry to say, with 
success. And I beg you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, with reference 
to Commander Patten’s letter, that I believe the felucca to be one since captured 
in the Bights by Her Majesty’s ship “ Wolverine.” It is satisfactory to learn 
that the chiefs of Gallinas had given their former associate no encouragement, 
and thus enabled Mr. Parker (the agent) to secure him. 

With reference to Mr. Campbell’s letter, Lieutenant Macleod, of the 
‘* Adelaide,” made the examination of the Rio Pongos he speaks of, and reported 
to me that he found no vessel, or any appearance of an intended embarkation of 
slaves by Faber. The subsequent loss of the “ Adelaide,” and the withdrawal 
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of the “ Teazer,” prevented the repeated examination of the river as intended. 
Commander Patten has since sent the “‘ Ranger”’ to cruize in that vicinity. 

The question of a treaty with the chiefs of the Pongos, for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, I had discussed with Mr. Campbell, when meeting him at 
Sierra Leone the beginning of the year, and it has also been the subject of com- 
munication since; and I shall, on my visit to that part of the station, after the 
rainy season, confer with the Governor of Sierra Leone on the subject, and 
endeavour to conclude one. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 249. 


Commander Patten to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Hound,” Sierra Leone, August 2, 1850. 


SINCE my communication of the 13th July, by Her Majesty’s brig ‘* Heroine,” I proceeded off 
the Gallinas, and on the 16th Mr. Parker came on board, acquainting me he had detained a Brazilian 
and two Kroomen, who arrived a few evenings previous in a canoe. 

It appears this person was formerly a slave-agent there, and was sent away with others, when the 
chiefs signed the Treaty to abolish the Slave Trade, and signed it himself. His name is James Hermes, 
and returned from Brazil in the felucca I have already drawn your attention to, and states he mizsed her 
when off Trade Town, and was returning along the coast in the canoe to find her, and landed at the 
Gallinas. 

He made the following communications to the two men in the canoe; that when chased by the 
“Wolverine” he threw the slave-irons and other things overboard, and there is nothing on board to 
cause her being detained; and under the impression, when he heard the blockade was taken off the 
Gallinas, there were no cruizers or Government agent there or on that line of coast: his object being 
no doubt to establish himself there again, had the chiefs given him encouragement. And I have 
directed Mr. Parker (who I have little confidence in) to acquaint them I am desirous of seeing them 
on my return. 

The “ Ranger” proceeded off the Sherbro River and Turke Islands, to see or hear if the felucca 
had been there, which she had not; and it is opinion of James Hermes and others, the mate or crew 
have either run away with her, or returned to Brazils. And the President of Liberia, who has been 
most anxious and active about this vesrel, is of the same opinion, feeling quite sure she has not 
accomplished anything on his or this line of coast, or he would have heard of it. 

No doubt it requires the greatest attention, and keeping up a communication with the various 
authorities and chiefs (if possible), to find out the disposition to revive the Slave Trade, which I am 
of opinion has not yet been attempted, although no doubt it was the object of the felucca; and James 
Hermes informs me that vessels are daily arriving at Bahia full of slaves; although numerous vessels 
are taken, they re-embark them for the Havana, which is the reason the Slave Trade is now so 
extensively carried on with the Brazils; and the Bights is the principal part of the coast where they 


embark. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDK. PATTEN. 


P.S.—On reporting to the Governor that I had James Hermies on board, and the circumstances 
connected with it, and what course | should pursue, he suggested not to land him here, but recommended 
his being sent on board some vessel about to sail. I accordingly sent him, at his request, on board 
an American brig bound to America, and the other two men | landed when at Mesurado, their native 


place. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 249. 
Mr. Campbell to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sierra Leone, August 13, 1850. 


SINCE closing my letter to you of the 10th instant, I have heard that Paul Faber, the Ameri- 
can mentioned therein, has succeeded in embarking about 250 slaves in a vessel he had been expecting 
some months, and which, after remaining only four or five days in the river, got safe away, none of 
Her Majesty's cruizers being at that time off the Rio Pongos. 

This man has had a number of slaves collected for more than a year past. and has employed 
them during that time advantageously to himself in cultivating the ground-nut. About February last 
I heard, from a person on whose information I could rely, that Faber had placed from 200 to 300 of 
his slaves in a barracoon, in expectation of the arrival of a vessel to take them away. and I immedi- 
ately communicated this circumstance to his Excellency Governor Macdonald. ‘The “ Adelaide” 
tender was in consequence sent off the Pongos, and her boat proceeded up the river, but meeting with 
no vessel, and obtaining no information corroborative of my report to Governor Macdonald, the 
« Adelaide” returned here. The result proves my information to have been correct. 

I am informed that Faber sold these slaves for specie, and received about 15,00C dollars for 
the lot. 

It is greatly to be regretted that this vessel should have made a successful visit to that river, as 
the hopes of the traders will be raised; and calculating on a revival of the Slave Trade, their minds 
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Sir, 
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will be unsettled, and their attention withdrawn from the pursuit of a legitimate and peaceful 
commerce. 

This circumstance renders it advisable to urge the Pongos chiefs to conclude a treaty; and as 
they derive but a trifling benefit from such a transaction as this of Faber's, if a limited compensation 
were offered to them, their interest would, I think, lead them to accept of it in lieu of the benefit 
arising from a precarious Slave Trade. ; 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL. 





No. 250. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received December 26.) 


Sir, ‘* Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, October 16, 1850. 


I BEG you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the accompanying report of the capture and destruction of the 
Brazilian slave-brig “‘ Felicidade,” by the ‘‘ Sharpshooter,” on the 2nd instant, off 
Bahia. 

On the 7th instant, Lieutenant Bailey delivered up the crew of the slaver to 
the captain of the port at Bahia, in consequence of a communication he received 
from the President of that province, through Her Majesty’s Consul there. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 250. 


Lieutenant Bailey to Commander Schomberg. 


Sir, « Sharpshooter,” Bahia, October 5, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 2nd instant, Her Majesty's steam-vessel under 
my command captured the Brazilian slave-brig “ Felicidade,” four leagues east of Bozpeda Island, 
having all her leaguers on board filled with fresh water, also a fitted and old slave-deck complete, lying 
upon them; very large main and aft-hatchways, and four additional air-holes cut in the deck, five 
feet long by three wide. Her foremast being damaged, and being unable to spare hands to take 
charge of her, her character, furthermore, admitting of no doubt, I destroyed her. The crew consisted 
of eight persons, whom I have offered to deliver to the Brazilian authorities, with the exception of 
one, whom I retain to send to St. Helena; I have not yet received an answer on the subject. Iam 
since informed she had quitted Bahia nine or ten days previously, having, as when captured, every- 
thing on board, but her slave-provisions and half her crew, which were following her out in a country 
boat, when they were seized by the Bahian authorities. The captain was not on board, and she had 
no papers ; her dimensions were as subjoined :-— 


Length oe «s . +» 119 feet. 
Breadth ° .. te . + 29 4, 
Depth we oe - Db» 
The pilot asserted she had landed a cargo of Africans eighteen days previously. 
T have, &c. 


(Signed) JOHN C. BAILEY. 





No. 251. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received December 28.) 


Sir, . “ Centaur,” off Point Padrone, October 3, 1850. 


HAVING, in obedience to the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, signified to me in your letter of the 23rd of May last, called upon 
Commander Wodehouse, of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop ‘‘ Phoenix,” to furnish for 
their Lordships’ information an explanation of his conduct upon the points 
alluded to in the observations of Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape de 
Verde Islands, in delivering judgment in the case of the Portuguese brigantine 
“‘ Leao,” detained by the “ Phcenix;” I have now the honour to forward a letter 
from Commander Wodehouse, in reply, and request you will lay the same before 
their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure in No. 251. 
Commander Wodehouse to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Phenix,” off Point Padrone, September 3, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, inclosing 
one from the Secretary of the Admiralty, with its inclosures, relative to the trial and sentence of 
the Portuguese brigantine “ Zedv,” detained by me on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and desiring me to furnish you (for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty) with an explanation of my conduct on the points therein alluded to. 

1st. In carrying the vessel to Sierra Leone, in violation of the instructions with respect to 
Portuguese vessels. 

In reply, I have to state, that the “‘ Zedo” had not any colours flying at the time she was 
boarded (the Portuguese flag which had been previously hoisted, having been hauled down, and was 
found by the boarding officer in the cabin), and not understanding the Portuguese language suffi- 
ciently to ascertain if the papers were genuine, and as she also had on board a Dutch ensign, I con- 
sidered her as a vessel not intitled to any flag, and therefore deemed it prudent to send her to Sierra 
Leone; where there is a Vice- Admiralty Court established. 

With reference to the 2nd point, viz., in taking no steps to cause that portion of the crew which 
he removed from the prize to be sent to the port of adjudication ; I have to acquaint you that the 
supercargo, as well as part of the crew, did not think her seaworthy, and objected to go to sea in the 
vessel. Moreover, the supercargo, a Brazilian subject, applied to the Brazilian Vice-Consul, who 
demanded his liberation, and who threatened, by virtue of his office, to institute proceedings against 
me if the supercargo was detained, and therefore did not think it advisable to inforce his detention or 
that of the crew, who were afraid to go to sea in the vessel. 

With respect to the 3rd point, viz., in placing in charge of the prize an officer who was below 
the rank of Lieutenant, and who was lower than third in command of the capturing ship, I would 
observe that as I did not consider the “ Zedo” intitled to the privilege of a Portuguese vessel, or the 
flag of any nation, and therefore subject to the adjudication of a Vice-Admiralty Court ; and there 
being only two Lieutenants belonging to the ship, I sent the senior mate in charge of her, he being a 
commissioned officer, and one in whom I could repose confidence ; moreover, I intended to be present 
at the investigation at Sierra Leone, and it was not until I ascertained that the case could not be 
received into court at that place, that I decided on referring the matter to the court at Boi Vista. 

Never having seen an empty slaver, and as Mr. Oldfield, the Marshal of the Vice-Admiralty 
Court at Sierra Leone, has had much experience in these matters, I requested that gentleman to go on 
board and inspect the “ Le@o.” He was kind enough to do so, and after a minute investigation, he 
gave it as his opinion that she was a vessel intended for the Slave Trade. 

I trust, Sir, that the above explanations will be satisfactory to their Lordships, and that you will 
do me the credit to believe that [ was actuated solely by a sincere desire to suppress the nefarious 
Traffic in Slaves, 

In conclusion, I will remark, that I do not deem the final observation of the court at Bod Vista 
worthy of notice, as sufficient testimony could be obtained from credible witnesses, to show how little 
dependence can be placed on the evidence of the crew of the “ Ledo,” from which I presume the 
opinion of the Mixed Commission Court was formed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE WODEHOUSE. 


—— rr 


No. 252. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received January 7, 
1851.) 
Sir, “ Centaur,” off Cape Lopez, October 7, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 4th of February, I have to 
request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the inclosed copy of a report I have received from Commander 
Marsh, of Her Majesty's ship ‘‘ Heroine,” of slaves delivered up to him by the 
chiefs of Gallinas, between the 27th of February and 23rd of April, and which 
slaves were deposited in the slave-yard at Sierra Leone. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure in No. 252. 


List of Slaves received on board Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“‘ Heroine,” from the Chiefs of Gallinas. 






































1850. Men. | Women.| Boys. | Girls. | Total. How disposed of. 
February 27 .. os 6 4 2 3 15 
: Landed at the slave- 
Apil 2... ..J U 17 7 3 38 
yard at Sierra Leone. 
April 23 ..  ..| 8 6 4 5 23 
Total .. os 76 
(Signed) T. B. MARSH, Commander. 
No. 253. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.— (Received January 7, 
1851.) 
“* Centaur,” at Sea, Lat. 4° 58’ N., Long. 4° 2’ E. 
Sir, October 28, 1850. 


MY letter to you of the 15th instant will have informed the Lords 
Commissioneis of the Admiralty, that having communicated with Mr. Beecroft, 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po, I was about to proceed to Badagry, for 
the purpose of ascertaining from the missionaries at that place, what would be 
the position und wants both of themselves and their establishment at Abbeokuta, 
in case the King of Dahomey should execute his threat of making the Yaruba 
country the scene of his next war and slave-hunt. 

I have now the honour to request you will inform their Lordships that I 
anchored off Badagry on the 21st, and sent Lieutenant Boys, of this ship, on shore, 
with a letter to Mr. Gollmer, in charge of the church mission; and also to 
examine what assistance it might be practicable for the cruizers to render, if 
required, and that I have the satisfaction of learning by Mr. Gollmer’s reply to me, 
a copy of which I beg to inclose for their Lordships’ information, as well as from 
Lieutenant Boys’ report, that the present position of their christian establishments 
was one of comparative security, which was likely to be confirmed by my arrival 
in the roads and communication with them, and Lieutenant Boys visiting the 
chiefs ; and that I have given to Captain Adams, of the “ Gladiator,” the senior 
officer of the division, instructions to meet the wishes of the missionaries as far 
as practicable, until the period for the Dahoman war is past. 

I ascertained from Captain Adams, that my letter to the King of Dahomey, 
on the subject of his war on Abbeokuta, a copy of which I have already for- 
warded for their Lordships’ information, was landed at Whydah last month for 
transmission through the means of Mr. Hastie, the agent of Messrs. Hutton, but as 
that gentleman has been since unfortunatly drowned, I have not been able to 
learn whether it reached His Majesty. No canoes are now permitted to come 
off to our-men of-war at Whydah. 

I have availed myself of this visit to the Bights to communicate with all the 
cruizers of the division, and I am happy to inform their Lordships that I have 
found them all healthy, for I hope the “Gladiator” need not longer be considered 
an excction. I have also anchored off Quittah and Whydah, and am now 
returning to Princes Island and the South Coast, to meet the “ Niger” and the 
September mail. : 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure in No. 253. 


Messrs. Gollmer and Von Cooten to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, Church Mission House, Badagry, October 22, 1850. 


WE beg to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter of yesterday’s date, and to express that 
we all, myself and brother missionaries, British merchants and liberated Africans, here, are greatly 
indebted to you for the very lively interest you take in our behalf, and the essential service you have 
rendered to us by the kind measures you have adopted, in sending ships of war to inquire as to our 
safety, and your own timely appearance. 

The position of our friends at Abbeokuta, the Rev. H. Townsend and Mrs. Townsend, the 
Rev. J. Smith and Mrs. Smith, the Rev. D. Hinderer, with our native missionary, the Rev. S. 
Crowther, and the large band of native Christians, is comparatively a safe one, as they can rely on 
the protection of almost all the powerful chiefs and people at that place. Mr. Townsend, however, 
to whom I will forward your esteemed letter, will no doubt avail himself of your kind request to 
inform you as to their real position. 

As regards ourselves at Badagry, where the majority of the chiefs and people are greatly 
influenced and stimulated by the slave-traders, we can scarcely tell what is our true position, and 
what to-morrow will bring forth: some are friendly, and many would expel us, if we were not pro- 
tected by the ships of war; but we do believe (or hope) that the frequently appearing of ships of war 
in our roads, and an occasional visit from Her Majesty's officers, will deter them from doing us any 
harm. 

It is astonishing the effect created in our town, by the appearing of a ship of war, by a visit of an 
officer, or even by the firing of a few guns. 

In accordance with your kind offer to render us any assistance we may deem it desirable as 
regards our safety, we would request the favour, if convenient, to instruct ships of war frequently to 
call in here, so that in case of danger we may receive their protection; that we may be visited by 
some of Her Majesty’s officers; and that a few guns may be fired, as if exercising; and may we 
request that you will now favour us by discharging a few guns, which we trust will have the anticipated 
effect upon those who are still inimical to us. 

This is the only assistance we, for the present, deem necessary, and therefore beg to decline your 
offer to supply us with arms and ammunition. 

As regards the Dahoman invasion, we know so much, that Dahomey has an old grudge against 
the town especially, and would unquestionably destroy it if British residents were removed. We 
therefore do not know whether we shall be molested from that quarter or not. 

The marauding expeditions of Dahomey generally take place during the months of December 
and January, and we would request the favour that our position may be remembered by you during 
that time. ; 

In conclusion, we beg to return our sincere thanks for your great kindness to us and to our 
work, in helping us to maintain our position, and thus furthering the holy cause in which we are 
engaged ; it is truly encouraging to us to be thus supported. May the blessing of God rest upon you 
and your endeavours to ameliorate our poor benighted sable brethren. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) C. A. GOLLMER. 
E. C. vow COOTEN. 


P.S.—The Wesleyan ministry has gone to Cape Coast for a short time. 





No. 254. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received January 7, 
1851.) 
Sir, ‘© Centaur,” Princes Island, November 2, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty and Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of a letter which 
I have received from the President of Liberia, complaining of the conduct of our 
agent, Mr. Parker, at the Gallinas, in thwarting the views and endeavours of 
the Liberian Commissioners to put an end to the native wars in that district, 
and requesting hjs removal. 

If Mr. Parker has so acted, he has excceded any instructions he has 
received from me; and I have directed the senior officer of the North Division to 
call upon him for an explanation, and to remind him that the object of his being 
placed there was to obtain the slaves promised to be given up to us by the chiefs, 
and to watch against any attempts on their part to renew a Slave Trade, and to 
discourage all native wars. 

I would at the same time beg to call the attention of their Lordships to the 
acquisition Liberia has obtained of jurisdiction over the Gallinas territory, and 
extention of the Liberian Republic westward, as stated in the President’s 
letter. 
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I have replied to the President, that Mr. Parker, in interfering with the 
Liberian Commissioners, had acted without instructions, and that I should bring 
his application under the immediate notice of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Notwithstanding his Excellency’s assurance in the last paragraph of his 
letter, I consider it would be premature to withdraw our agent, as the represent- 
ative of British influence in that district, as yet, until the Liberian jurisdiction 
was established and acknowledged. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 254. 
The President of Liberia to Commodore Fanshawe, 


Sir, Government House, Monrovia, August 15, 1850. 

I HAD the honour a month or two ago of informing you that the Liberian authorities had 
succeeded in purchasing several tracts of country between Cape Mount and Shebar, and that this 
Government had also acquired the jurisdiction of the Gallinas territory. 

In our negotiations with the Gallinas chiefs, we engaged to interpose, and settle as soon as 
practicable the disputes which for many years have existed between the Gallinas chiefs and the 
inhabitants of certain towns in the interior part of Gallinas the country; accordingly, some weeks ago, 
Commissioners were sent to assemble the parties and arrange the difficulties between them, and put 
an end to the wars. 

I regret to have to inform you that the Commissioners failed in accomplishing, to the extent 
anticipated, the objects of the mission. The Commissioners inform me, which information is corro- 
borated by the testimony of others, that their failure is attributable to the improper interference of 
Mr. Parker, who is at Gallinas to receive the slaves that the Gallinas chiefs stipulated to deliver to 
Her Majesty's Government to be conveyed to Sierra Leone. 

While at Gallinas in April last negotiating for that territory, the chiefs wished me to aid them 
in a military expedition against the inhabitants of these towns, which I peremptorily declined ; but 
assured them the measures would be immediately adopted to bring about a reconciliation without 
resort to force, which I had every reason to believe would be easily effected, though the chiefs were 
anxious to prosecute the war, they nevertheless consented to my proposition. Subsequently, however, 
Mr. Parker induced them to make an attack upon those towns, and actually aided them in so doing 
with the Kroomen he had on shore with him, and promised to obtain further assistance from Her 
Majesty’s ships. His excuse is, I learn, that the slaves the Gallinas chiefs pledged themselves to 
deliver to you had taken refuge amongst these people, which is doubtless true. But, Sir, I am aware 
that it is not your wish, or the wish of Her Majesty's Government, that any such means should be 
resorted to to obtain the number of slaves specified in the agreement. More of the identical slaves 
cannot be delivered ; and Mr. Parker knows it is not your wish that he should even encourage war 
to obtain others in their stead. He, however, has not truthfully represented to you, or the senior 
officer of this division of your squadron, the real state of affairs at Gallinas, and the difficulties in 
the way of obtaining the required number of slaves. 

I am not ignorant, Sir, of the object he has in view, and that the excuse he makes is a mere 
pretext. I beg, therefore, Sir, most respectfully to call your attention to Mr. Parker’s conduct, and 
if consistent, that you will dispense with his services on shore at the Gallinas. 

With respect to the Slave Trade, I assure you no slave-establishment can ever again be placed 


there. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) J. J. ROBERTS. 


ee 
No. 255. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received January 7, 
1851.) 


“* Centaur,” Clarence Cove, Fernando Po, 
Sir, October 15, 1850. 


WITH reference to my despatch of the 30th September, acquainting the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty with my intention of proceeding to 
Fernando Po, for the purpose of conferring with Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. 
Beecroft, relative to the position of our missionaries at Badagry and Abbeokuia ; 
I have the honour to request you will be pleased to inform their Lordships, 
that after dispatching of the “Dolphin” from off the Congo to Sierra Leone, I 
proceeded northward, communicating with Her Majesty’s sloops “ Philomel ” 
and “ Heroine,” on their cruizing stations of Black Point and Cape Lopez, to 
Princes Island, where I met and victualled Her Majesty's steam-sloop “Archer,” 
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and having completed water at West Bay, came on to this place, arriving 
yesterday. 

Mr. Beecroft has recently returned from visiting the Benny and New 
Calabar Rivers, in Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘“ Jackal,” which I had appointed 
for that purpose, having made some new treaties with the chiefs of those rivers, 
copies of which he is transmitting to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, I find he does not conceive that any war will be attempted by 
the King of Dahomey until the end of the year, and does not purpose visiting 
Abbeckuta until the month of December, and indeed does not consider it 
prudent at present to quit this island, in consequence of the natives having 
shown a disposition to be troublesome and hostile. 

I have therefore directed the “‘ Jackal” to proceed on a cruize, and return 
hither early in December, for the purpose of conveying him to Badagry, or the 
rivers, as he may wish; and Iam about to proceed myself in the ‘‘ Centaur” to 
Badagry, in order to communicate with the missionaries, and arrange with the 
senior officer of the Division such measures for their support, should they desire 
it, as may be considered most desirable and practicable. 

I inclose for their Lordships’ information, a copy of a letter from additional 
Lieutenant Bedingfeld, now in command of the “ Jackal,” to me, reporting his 
proceedings in the rivers with Her Majesty’s Consul; and I have pleasure also 
in informing them that I have learnt from Her Majesty’s Consul, that the 
British trade in the rivers of Biafra appears to be flourishing, 16 large vessels 
being in the Bonny, which will, Ihope, keep under an apparent inclination on the 
part of some of the chiefs to resume the Slave Trade, which seems to have been 
caused by the attempt made by the vessel captured by Her Majesty’s sloop 
“ Contest,” in April last, with slaves taken in New Calabar. 

Her Majesty’s Consul also informs me that he has communicated to the 
Foreign Office the circumstance of presents being due to King Peppel of the 
Bonny and the chiefs of the Old Calabar. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 255. 
Lieutenant Bedingfeld to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Jackal” tender, Fernando Po, October 13, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on my arrival here on the 19th day of September last, 
I received a letter from Her Majesty's Consul, Mr. Beecroft, a copy of which I inclose, and having 
received on board a sufficient quantity of coal, I took him on board and preceeded to the Rivers 
Bonny and New Calabar on the 25th day of September last ; after the Treaty had been commenced 
with King Peppel, of Bonny, I took on board the master of a ship in the Bonny to act as pilot, and 
proceeded by the inner passage to New Calabar on the Ist of October. Having visited Amacree, King 
of New Calabar, he accepted an invitation to return Mr. Beecroft’s call of ceremony on the follow- 
ing morning. Not arriving at the appointed time, two messengers were sent to him, to inquire the 
reason of the slight offered to Her Majesty's Representative ; no satisfactory answer being given, I 
went on shore, and informed the King that unless the matter was explained, I should be obliged to 
resent the insult. The King promised to come off immediately, but after waiting on shore nearly an 
hour, and seeing no movement made, I informed the King that after a half an hour having elapsed 
from my returning on board, I should fire into the town. The time having expired without any attempt 
or apparent wish of any explanation, I fired two shot over the town, and got the steam up to proceed 
up the creek closer to the King’s house. I observed the natives loading their guns and sending their 
furniture away in their canoes, but as they saw us prepare for action, and come up the creek, they 
hoisted a flag of truce. The King and principal chiefs came on board and apologized, which Mr. 
Beecroft considered sufficient. The Treaty was concluded in a friendly manner, and we steamed down 
the river to Fonche Point the same evening, returning to the Bonny on the 8rd. 

The Treaty being concluded with King Peppel, we proceeded to sea on the 5th, arriving at 
Fernando Po the following day, and landed Mr. Beecroft ; since which every exertion has been made, 
and the ship's bottom having been cleaned and red-leaded, the starboard-wing boiler repaired, the 
coals and water completed, we were about to proceed to sea when Her Majesty's ship “ Centaur” was 
observed coming round Cape Bullen. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) N. B. BEDINGFELD. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 255. 


Consul Beecroft to Lieutenant Bedingfeld. 


Sir, Clarence, Fernando Po, September 25, 1850. 

HAVING received a memorial from the supercargoes of the vessels in the River Bonny, dated 
the 27th June, communicating that palaver is existing with King Peppel, which requires my interfer- 
ence, I have to reqnest that you will enable me with Her Majesty’s ship “ Jackal” under your com- 
mand, to proceed as early as convenient to the above-mentioned place and New Calabar, to investi- 
gate and settle disputes that are of the utmost importance to the interests of those merchants that 
have vessels in those rivers. 

I presume you will consider yourself fully authorized to embark myself and servant as soon as 
you are ready for sea. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BEECROFT. 





No. 256. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—-(Received January 22, 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Loanda, November 16, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of a list of the French squadron on 
this station, which I have received from Commodore Pénaud, the Commander- 
in-chief; and also that you will acquaint their Lordships that the Commodore 
has informed me that on the.4th October the brigantine “ Rivale,” under Brazi- 
lian colours, but without papers, was detained by the French brig of war 
“ Agile,” on the coast near Dande Point, and having arms on board, was seized 
and sent to France for trial as a pirate, by his directions. This circumstance, as 
proving the earnestness of the French Government for the prevention of Slave 
Trade, will, I think, have a great moral effect upon the Coast, especially if she 
should fortunately be condemned. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 256. 


Liste des Batimens de la République Francaise, employés sur la Céte Occidentale d’ Afrique, le 
ler Novembre, 1850. 





Noms des Batimens. Leur Espéce. des Noms des Commandans. Grades, &e. 








L’Eldorado ..| Frégate-&-vapeur | 14 | Charles Pénaud . ..{ Captaine de vaisseau, 
Commandant la station. 


Dans le Nord. 
La Prévoyante ..| Corvette . 14 | S.N. M. de la Riviére | Capitaine de frégate. 
Le Pourvoyeur ..} Brick .. sie 4 | C.J. Jaffrezie .. | Lieutenant de vaisseau. 











La Prévoyante partagera son service entre le Nord et les Caies du Golfe de Guinée. 


Golfe de Benin et de Biafra. Gabon. 


L' Achéron ..| Avise-A-vapeur .{ 6 | F. Julien Dispan. .. | Capitaine de frégate. 
Le Rusé .. -.| Brick .. sf 6 | J. Jacques de Stahl ..| Lieutenant de vaisseau. 
L' Adour .. ..| Corvette de charge} 8 | J.L. M.de Robinnec ..| Lieutenant de vaisseau 


chargé de la surveil- 
lance du Gabon. 
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Cote Sud du Golfe de Guinée. 











LiAgile .. ..| Brick .. ..| 10 ‘| A.L. M. S. de Riviére | Capitaine de frégate, le 
plus ancien. 
Lspadon .« | Corvette-’-vapeur | “6 | A.C.C. Villemain ...! Capitaine de frégate. 


Un batiment & vapeur doit étre arrivé de France 4 Gorée.~ 
Le Capitaine de vaisseau commandant, 





(Signé) PENAUD. 
No. 257. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.— (Received January 22, 
1851.) 
(Extract.) © Centaur,” Loanda, November 16, 1850. 


I HAVE to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, that I found, on my arrival at this port on the 13th instant, 
the “Eldorado,” French steam-frigate, bearing the broad pendant of Captain 
Pénaud, commanding the French squadron on that station. 

The usual salutes were exchanged on our approach, and Commodore Pénaud 
visited me on the “Centaur” anchoring. The following morning I returned his 
visit. During a conference of some length, carried on in a most frank and 
friendly manner, on various matters connected with our dutics, it was very 
gratifying to me to find that I had in him such a straightforward colleague, 
and nothing will, 1 trust, occur to interrupt the good understanding we have 
established. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 257. 


Commodore Pénaud to Commodore Fanshawe. 


M. le Commodore, “DT Eldorado,” devant Quitta, le 2 Septembre, 1850. 


LORS de mon arrivée & Gorée, j'ai eu honneur de vous écrire par la voie de Sierra Leone, pour 
vous exprimer le désir que j éprouve de vous rencontrer et de voir commencer le plus tét possible des 
Yapport directs avec un officier d'un caractére aussi honorable que celui de votre Exccllence, dont 
Vaffabilité et la courtoisie & légard des marins Frangais ont tant contribué & lentente parfaite qui 
régne entre les baitiments de nos deux stations. 

J’espeére que mon arrivée sur la cdte l'Afrique contribuera & cimenter ces bonnes relations, 
Croyez, M. le Commodore, que je ferai tout ce qui dépendra de moi pour qu'il en soit ainsi, et pour 
que les navires de la division Francaise unissent tous leurs efforts & ceux de la station Anglaise, 
pour la répression de l'infame Trafic de la Traite des Noirs que le Gouvernement Britaunique 
poursuit depuis de nombreuses années avec tant de persévérance. 

Je quitterai le Gabon vers le ler Octobre et me rendrai i I'lle du Prince, d’ol, aprés y avoir passé 
peu de jours, je parcourerai la céte méridionale du Golfe de Guinée jusqu’i St. Philippe de 
Benguela, et retournerai ensuite & Gorée, touchant de nouveau a I'lle du Prince, et m’arrétant 
probablement & Sierra Léone. 

Je serais heureux, M. le Commodore, que les croiseurs de Sa Majesté Britannique que je rencon- 
trerai dans cette course, m'indiquassent que je me trouverais dans le voisinage de votre Excellence; je 
ferais avec le plus grand plaisir un changement & mon itinéraire pour rallier la frégate “ Le 
Centaur.” 





Veuillez agréer, &c. 
Le Capitaine de vaisseau, &c. 
(Signé) PENAUD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 257. 
Commodore Fanshawe to Commodore Pénaud. 


Sir, “ Centaur,” off Cape Lopez, November 7, 1850. 


I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 2nd September from Quitta, and I have 
learnt with pleasure from my cruizers, that you have proceeded along the coast to St. Paul de Loanda, 
where, therefore, I hope I am now very certain of finding you. 

I beg to thank you cordially, Commodore, for the courteous and friendly manner in which you 
have spoken of my desire to maintain a perfect good understanding between the officers of our respec- 
tive squadrons. It gives me the assurance that nothing is likely to interrupt those agreeable relations, 
and that our meeting will only tend to cement the harmony existing between our respective countries ; 
and also by a union of purpose, forward for the suppression of the obnoxious Traffic in Slayes on the 
coast of Africa. g 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 


Penne 
Crass A, 3F 
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No. 258. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received January 22, 
1851.) 
Sir, Centaur,” off Ambriz, November 21, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of a letter which I have 
received from the Honourable Captain Hastings, of the ‘‘ Cyclops,” on joining 
her off this place this morning, respecting the capture of a small brigantine 
yesterday (20th), under Brazilian colours, with 623 slaves on board, which had 
been shipped the same morning at Great Mazula, within the acknowledged 
Portuguese territory. 

1 cannot too strongly call their Lordships’ attention to the case of this 
vessel, as a further proof to those I have before represented, of the connivance 
and assistance rendered by the Portuguese authorities in the Province of Angola 
to slave-dealing transactions. 

In addition to what Captain Hastings’ report states, I have to add, that 
this vessel left the port of Loanda on the afternoon of the 18th instant, when 
the “ Centaur” was lying there, with Portuguese colours flying, and her name 
“€ Veiga” on another flag, and dipped her colours on passing the ‘‘Centaur” and 
“ Eldorado.” She arrived at Loanda on the 2nd of October from Oporto, and 
had remained there ever since; it does not admit of a doubt, therefore, but that 
she must have received on board the water and food for her slaves there; and 
even if it were possible to conceive otherwise, she must have received them, as 
well as her human cargo, in the short intermediate time since the 18th, within 
the limits of the Portuguese territory, where she must have landed her Portu- 
guese crew and received her Brazilian one by previous arrangement. 

In two interviews which I have had with the Portuguese Commodore, 
Cordeiro, during the week I have just passed at Loanda, I have urged on him 
my opinion that such connivance and assistance was afforded even at Loanda by 
the Portuguese authorities, and received his assurance that I must be mistaken ; 
now this vessel for that week was lying within musket-shot of his own pendant, 
and should, by law and by his own declaration, have been subjected to the 
inspection of his officers before quitting the port. j 

I shall take an early opportunity of bringing it under his notice and that 
of the Governor-General of Angola. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No. 258. 
Captain the Hon. G. F. Hastings to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, *< Cyclops,” off Ambriz, November 21, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, at daylight on the 20th instant, whilst standing off 
the land from the Mazulas (Little), a sail was observed to leeward; and having proceeded in chase, 
I succceded, at 12°25 p.M., in latitude 8° 12/ S., and longitude 12° 47’ E., in capturing a brigantine 
of about 110 tons measurement, without papers, but wearing a Brazilian ensign, having on board 623 
slaves, shipped the same morning at Great Mazula. 

1 found her slaves placed on mats above the water-casks, there being no slave-deck, and 
dreadfully crowded. : 

No correct information from the master or crew relative to the vessel can be obtained, but I 
would submit for your information the following particulars concerning her, that have come under 
my notice. 

: In the month of October last I boarded the Portuguese brigantine “ Veiga,” from Oporto, bound 
to Loanda with a general curgo; I left her in the port of Loanda on the 17th of that month, as 
Portuguese, discharging cargo, and the same vessel is now captured by Her Majesty's steam-ship 
under my command, under Brazilian colours, with 623 slaves on board. 

T have no doubt that the transfer by sale must have taken place in the port of Loanda, and that 
through the fraudulent neglect of the Tesi authorities there, the “ Veiga” was permitted to obtain 
water, slave food in that port (for on no other part of the coast could they have been provided), and 
no doubt protected up to the time of shipment of slaves by Portuguese papers ; but although a strict 
examination has been made of the prisoners and vessel, no documentary proof can be produced to 
bear out my assertion. 
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Owing to the very crowded state of the vessel, I am obliged to receive on board the “Cyclops” 
186 of the men, and would request your permission, should it meet your approval, as water and food 
are both very scarce, to proceed as soon as possible with the prize and slaves to St. Helena. 

I cannot answer correctly any of the information required by your general memorandum but 
learn from the confession of some of the crew, that the slaves were marched from Ambriz to Mazula 
on the 19th instant, and the master does not deny that the vessel is the “ Veiga.” 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. HASTINGS. 
No. 259. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiraliy.—(Received February 7, 
1851.) 
Sir, “ Centaur,” off Ambriz, November 12, 1850. 


HAVING forwarded to Commander Wodehouse, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
vessel ‘* Phoenix,” copies of Captain Hamilton’s letter of the 20th June last, and 
its inclosures, relative to the award made against that officer in the case of the 
Portuguese brigantine “ Ledo,”’ seized by him on suspicion of being engaged in 
the Slave Trade, and called upon him to give any explanation he may have to 
offer on the subject, agreeably to the directions of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, contained in the said letter; I have now the honour to inclose 
copies of Commander Wodehouse’s reply and its inclosure, which I have to 
request you will be pleased to lay before their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 259. 
Commander Wodehouse to Commodore Fanshave. 


Sir, “ Pheniz,” Congo River, October 4, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st September, together 
with its inclosures, respecting the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Zedo,” detained by me on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and restored by the Mixed Commission Court in the 
Cape de Verds ; desiring me to furnish you (for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty) with further information, and with any explanation I may have to offer on the subject. 

In reply, I beg to solicit your attention to my letter of the 8th September last, in 
which I stated, that from the circumstances of the “ Zedo” not having any flag flying at the 
time she was boarded (the Portuguese flag which had been previcusly hoisted having been hauled 
down before the boarding officer left the ‘‘ Phonix”), and which was found by him in the cabin, 
together with a Dutch ensign, I consideréd he was not entitled to the protection of any national flag, 
and therefore sent her for adjudication to the Admiralty Court established at Sierra Leone. 

I inclose affidavits to vouch for the truth of what T have stated above, and I trust their Lordships 
will do me the justice to believe that I acted to the best of my judgment in this matter, and that after 
a full consideration of the circumstances, they will acquit me of any blame in the transrction, and 
release me from the damages awarded against me for the detention of the “ Leio.” 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. WODEHOUSE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 259. 
Declaration of Lieutenant Watson. 
I, GEORGE WILLES WATSON, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-vessel “ Phoenix,” declare 


that on the 29th August, 1849, as I was leaving the ship to board the brigantine “Zedo,” the Portuguese 
flag, which had been previously flying on board her, was hauled down; and I have the most perfect 
recollection of some one on board the “ Phoenix” remarking, “ She has hauled her colours down.” 


Dated on board Her Majesty’s steamer ‘‘ Phoenix,” in the River Congo, this 4th day of 


October, 1850. 
(Signed) G. G. WATSON, 
Witness, _ Lieutenant H.M’s steamer “ Phenix. 
(Signed) W. H. Mucrorp, Acting Paymaster and Purser. 





Inclosure 3 in No 259. 
Declaration of Mr. Wyse. 


I, FREDERICK WYSE, Acting Master of Her Majesty's steam-vessel ‘‘ Phosnix,” declare that 


on the 29th August, 1849, on the occasion of the brigantine “ Leao” being detained, the Portuguese flag, 
which had been flying on board her, was hauled down before the boat with the boarding officers got 


3F2 
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alongside her. Being engaged in the duties of the ship, I am unable to state the precise time at 
which it was hauled down, but I am positive it was down when the boat was at some distance 
from her. 

Dated on board Her Majesty’s steamer “ Phcenix,” in the River Congo, this 4th day of 


October, 1850. 
(Signed) FR. WYSE, Acting Master. 
Witness, 
(Signed) W. H. Mucrorp, Acting Paymaster and Purser. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 259. 
Declaration of Lieutenant Armytage. 


I, WILLIAM ARMYTAGE, Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “‘ Phoenix,” declare that 
on the 29th August, 1849, on the occasion of the Portuguese brigantine “ Zedo” being detained, the 
Portuguese flag, which had been flying on board her, was hauled down on the boat leaving this ship 
for the purpose of boarding her. 

In the River Congo, this 4th day of Oetober, 1859. 

(Signed) W. ARMYTAGE, 
Lieutenant of H's steamer “ Phenix.” 
Witness, 
(Sigued) W. Muerorp, Acting Paymaster and Purser. 





No. 260. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received February 10 
1851.) 
Sir, “ Centaur,” off Benguela, December 11, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, and request you will be pleased 
to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter 
which I have received from Mr. Campbell, an English merchant and colonial 
magistrate at the Isles de Los, reporting the death of Caetano José Nozolini, 
usually known by the name of Kyetan, notorious for the last twenty-five years as 
the principal slave-dealer and merchant at Bissao, and occupier of Bulama, and 
of the atrocities which have been perpetrated upon his slaves. since his death, by 
persons professing to be his relations, which Mr. Campbell is: desirous. Her 
Majesty’s Government should be acquainted with. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR. FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure in No.. 260. 
Mr. Campbell to Commodore Fanshawe. 


(Extract.) Factory Island, Isles de Los, October 28, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that Caetano José Nozolini, usually known by the name of 
Kyetan, and who under that name has figured largely in the Slave Trade annals of the last twenty- 
five years, and was looked upon as the leviathan of that hateful traffic in the countries north of 
Sierra Leone, died at the Cape de Verde Islands in the month of June last. 

It may not be out of place to give a slight sketch of the history of this man, and some account 
of Bissao, the scene of his operations, where for many years past he held complete sway as the 
leading mercantile man, frequently as Governor ad interim and always as the genius loci, whose 
might and influence were paramount. 

Nozolini, or to call him by the name by which he was generally known, Kyetan, was born at 
Fogo, one of the Cape de Verde Islands ; his father, a Spaniard, was a drunken, dissipated character, 
and left his son no better inheritance than the necessity of enlisting as a private soldier in the local 
regiment, from which he was after a time drafted to Bissao, considered in those days at the Cape de 
Verde Islands, as a kind of penal banishment. 

At this small and distant settlement the Exchequer of Portugal does not permit the pay of the 
soldier, or the military and civil authorities, to be made in specie. By an arrangement between the 
authorities at Porto Praya and the leading mercantile man of the place, the salaries of all officers, 
civil, military, and ecclesiastic, are paid in merchandize,.such as tobacco, gunpowder, and cotton 
goods, at fixed prices; the same individual also furnishes the rations to the military, and in 
return, he farms the duties payable on the merchandize imported into the settlement, fixed at the 
high rate of 23 per cent. ad valorem, and the dutics on the produce exported at the rate of 5 per 
cent. on the declared value. Of necessity such a mode of paying the services of the civil and 
military employés, and the high import and export dutics imposed, compels every one to be trader, 
in order to realize the value of their merchandize payments in available produce, such as ivory, 
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bees-wax, hides, &c., and also tempts them to become smugglers, in order to evade the oppressively 
high duties. 

= A man of Kyetan’s sagacity, shrewdness, and energy, soon profited by such a state of things, 
and he was enabled in a very short time to purchase his discharge, and become a resident trader, nor 
was he long in perceiving the great profits to be made by the Slave Trade, if successful, and he 
soon extended his operations in this traffic as far as the Sherbro, from which river he was so fortunate 
as to get some cargoes safe across to Cuba; and he suddenly became a rich man, and returned to the 
Cape Verde Islands, not as he left them, the shoeless, penniless private soldier, Kyetan, but as the 
“ Tllustrissimo Sefior Caetano Nogolini.” Doubloons paved the way for his welcome reception and 
advancement ; and after liberally dispensing a large portion of his ill-gotten wealth among his relatives 
and the Government officials, he returned to Bissao with the military commission of an unattached 
captaincy, and in high favour with the chief authorities at the Cape Verde Islands. 

At this time, and after his late successful operations in the Slave Trade, Kyetan was indifferent 
to the advantages of the valuable legitimate trade which the River Jeba afforded. Not so the other 
traders, who possessed neither his energy nor spirit of enterprise; they, however, met every encou- 
ragement to pursue the lawful and profitable commerce which was open to them from the mercantile 
houses at St. Mary River, Gambia, and from the French houses at Gorée and Senegal, who kept the 
traders well supplied with merchandize needful for their trade. 

A French trader from Gorée having proceeded up the River Jeba in his vessel, to trade direct 
with the natives, considering himself at liberty to do so, and the circumstances coming to the know- 
ledge of Kyetan, who, if not then Governor de jure, made himself so de facto, he dispatched a party 
of drunken native grumetta, armed, to bring down the French trader and his vessel. These men 
murdered the unfortunate Frenchman and his crew, took possession of his vessel, and brought her to 
Bissao, where lav some French trading-vessels from Gorée, one of which was immediately dispatched 
to apprize the French authorities of this criminal outrage. Kyetan did not wait for the storm to 
burst upon him; he departed for the Sherbro with his merchandize and a part of his household. 
There his former success in the Slave Trade again attended him; and during a year’s residence in 
that river, he shipped three cargoes of slaves to Cuba, in chirge of a confidential agent, which all 
arrived safely, and realised a large sum, with which the agent, according to instructions, sailed for 
Lisbon, and on arrival duly apprized his principal of his good fortune. Upon receipt of this favourable 
news, Kyetan ventured to the Cape Verde Islands, whither a French squadron was soon sent to demand 
him. He insisted that he was entitled to be tried by the tribunals of his own country, for an offence 
committed in one of his own colonies, and demanded to be sent to Lisbon. He was accordingly sent 
thither in a Portuguese national vessel, and on his arrival found his faithful agent in possession of 
2000 doubloons, the proceeds of the slaves shipped from Sherbro. With such a sum in hand, and 
his case resting on the decision of the Lisbon tribunals, he had nothing to fear. He was tried and 
acquitted, and returned to Bissao, with a decoration of, I believe, the order of Christ. He now 
found that, during his absence, the legitimate trade had greatly increased, both in value and amount, 
and some of his countrymen whom he had left poor rising in the world by the pursuit of it; and he 
determined thenceforth to make that commerce his primary, and the Slave Trade his secondary 
occupation. From his capital, his astuteness, and great energy of character, and from having 
obtained the contract for paying and feeding the detachment and the civil functionaries, and farming 
the duties, he was enabled to monopolise almost the whole of the lucrative traffic of the River Jeba, 
and he soon became the leading merchant of the place, to whose influence even the Governor yielded 
his authority. 

His Slave Trade adventures, at first successful, became at length the reverse. One vessel after 
the other was captured, and his losses in this traffic turned the scale against his profits. About this 
time the British Government, Portugal failing in observing her treaties, passed the Act of Parliament 
authorizing Her Majesty's cruizers to seize vessels under Portuguese colours, equipped for the Slave 
Trade, north or south of the Line. The vigilance and activity of the cruizers so hampered the traffic 
by seizing empty veasels, that the Slave Trade of Bisxao dwindled away to very trifling adventures to 
the Cape Verde Islands; and upon Portugal concluding the Treaty that was required of her, and 
enjoining on the Governors of her possessions the faithful observance of it, the Slave Trade ceased in 
Bissao. 

Kyetan, by devoting his whole time and energy and means to the pursuit of legitimate com- 
merce, has died wealthy, by its lawful gain. A portion of his wealth consists of some 200 domestic 
slaves of both sexes. 

A man in the decline of life and supposed to be wealthy never wants friends, and frequently 
finds relatives of whose previous existence he was quite ignorant. Such was the case with Kyetan ; 
and in his house at Bissao are now some persons of questionable reputation, who declare themselves 
to be his relations, and exercise an authority in his domestic affairs. Kyetan, slave-trader as he was, 
it is well known treated his domestic slaves with kindness; he derived a large profit from their 
labour, but they were well fed, well housed, and if not well clothed it was their own faults, as they 
drew monthly wages from his stores on the same scale as his free labourers. 

Iam informed on most respectable authority, that the position of those unfortunate slaves is 
now totally changed, that the people calling themselves relatives of Kyetan, are treating them with 
the greatest cruelty. To escape from such a life of misery several of those unhappy people lately 
seized a large boat, intending to reach these islands or Sierra Leone. Hunger and thirst compelled 
them to land somewhere to appease their pressing wants; they could not set foot on Bulama Island, 
for there floated most improperly the flag of Portugal, and there were: scttled, among other Bissao 
people, several creatures: of their late master, Kyetan, by whom they were sure to be recognized. 
Compelled by the sternest necessity, they ventured: to land on the Island of Kenneber ; they were seen 
and seized by the natives, who, sure of being amply rewarded for so doing, carried these unfortunate 
people back to Bissao. Far better had they continued their route and even perished from hunger and 
thirst, or, in the madness of despair, sought in the Ocean a termination to their sufferings, than 
encounter the cruel fate that awaited them. Some of the supposed ringleaders in this movement to 
obtain the blessings of liberty were humanely (I speak comparatively) shot dead. The others were 
carried into the fort, lashed to the guns (those guns supported by British ordnance iron carriages lent 
by a former Governor of St. Mary, and never reclaimed) and flogged so unmercifully, that but few 
have survived the frightful punishment. Another means of torture was used, which, among all the 
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narratives of cruelty, I never read or heard perpetrated before. Muskets were loaded, not with 

wder or ball, but with powder and salt, and then fired at the naked bodies of the unfortunate slaves. 

ese atrocities will appear to you, Sir, almost incredible. Had I received this account of them from 
any other than a most reliable and respectable source, I should not have ventured to wound your 
feelings with a recital of them. Believing them, Sir, to be true, satisfied of the veracity and respect- 
ability of my informant, who has been staying at Bissao for three or four weeks past on business, and 
who had no motive in relating to me these horrid occurrences, but the desire to express his natural 
feelings of horror at what he had himself seen and heard, I deem it my duty to lay the painful narra- 
tive of such barbarities before you, that through you, and the department under which you have the 
honour to serve Her Majesty, the atrocities committed at Bissao on Pt a of the unhappy African 
race may be brought under the notice of Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, who will no doubt, in the name of our common humanity and Christianity, 
call upon the Government of Portugal to put an end to such atrocities, and to punish the perpetrators 
of them. 

To persons unacquainted with the ill-governed possessions of the Crown of Portugal in the 
Jeba River, it will seem strange that no civil or military authority interposed to stay these horrid 
barbarities. Although possessing a personal knowledge of the place myself, I did not fail to put the 
question to my informant. But alas! it appears only one voice interposed on behalf of these unfor- 
tunate victims. Donna Aurelia, a Bissuga woman, a native of the Island of Orange, one of the group 
of the Bissagos, uneducated, and a stranger to Christian instruction, lately the chief woman of 
Kyetan’s household, and the mother of several of his children, interposed and put an end, for a time 
at least, to the horrid barbarities 1 have related. 

During the perpetration of these monstrous cruelties, there was lying at anchor off the town and 
fort, French, English, American, and Belgian vessels, with their captains and supercargoes, who were 
waiting thc paymeut of their balances due by Kyetan’s estate to the houses they represented. I cannot 
believe that any of these persons witnessed the tortures I have related; but they must have heard, 
even if on board their vessels in the river, the piercing shrieks of the unfortunate people; but the 
fear of compromising the interests of their employers in a place where neither law, justice, nor hu- 
manity are to be found, doubtless prevented their interposition. 

Portugal strictly possesses no territory at Bissao beyond the walls of the fort; and so weak 
and powerless was the garrison a few years since, that a native, a Peppel, with impunity seized and 
made off with the musket from the hands of the sentry at the gate of the fort. 

In the year 1845 the natives were at open war with the fort. The authorities sent to the 
Governor of St. Mary’s to beg assistance; not obtaining any from that settlement, the messenger 
proceeded to Gorée ; the application was immediately attended to, for the French merchants had a large 
stake in the hands of Kyetan and others. With the assistance of the French force and an American 
sloop of war the, natives were subdued and peace established, and a small portion of land outside 
the fort, embracing the residences of the traders, was walled in to protect them from future incursions 
of the natives. 

Although Portugal has been in possession of the fortress of Bissao at least 130 years, beyond 
the dilapidated fort and the residences of the few traders, none of the prominent marks of civilized 
occupation are to be seen. No church rears its towers above the low buildings of the town, or the 
miserable quarters of the military in the fort, to denote it the possession of a country professing 
Christianity. No Sabbath bell tolls to awaken feelings of devotion, and call the well-disposed of the 
community to prayer, and to distinguish that holy day from the other six of the week. Embarking 
and disembarking to and from the vessels in the river, weighing, counting and bargaining, continue 
the same as on other days; Sunday causes no interruption to the labours of the week. 

There is a priest certainly belonging to the settlement, a man of pure African descent, who 
acquired all his theological knowledge and education at Porto Praya, or one of the other Cape de 
Verde Islands. The emoluments of his priestly office being likewise paid in tobacco, powder, &c., he 
also is necessarily a trader, and should at any time his services be required, either to bless infancy on 
its entry into life, or to impart consolation and hope to old age on quitting it, it is necessary to call 
him from his trading occupations, some 80 or 100 miles up the River Jeba. 





No. 261. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received February 10, 
1851.) : 
Sir, * Centaur,” at Sea, December 16, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to request you will be pleased to lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty the inclosed copy of an extract from a letter 
with inclosures which I have received from Commander Patten, senior officer 
of the North Division, acquainting me, I lament to say, with the murder 
of Mr. Parker, our Agent at the Gallinas, by some of the natives, and of the 
active and judicious steps he was taking in consequence. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 261. 


Commander Patten to Commodore Fanshawe. 
(Extract.) 


THE first intimation I received of the murder of Mr. Parker was on anchoring off the Gallinas, 
the 28th October, and sending to communicate with him. No person was seen at his late residence, 
all having taken flight, including part of the Kroomen; but the officer I sent obtained the inclosed 
information from a Mr, Gordon, a native secretary to Prince Manna. I then proceeded to Mesurado, 
to ascertain if the President of Liberia had taken, or was about to take, possession of the Gallinas, 
acquainting him of what had transpired, and that active measures might or might not be taken, that 
we might not interfere with each other, and then proceeded immediately to the Gallinas and sent the 
accompanying letter to the chiefs; but previous to its reaching them I received the inclosed letter 
from them on the 26th October, although dated the 21st October, with the four Kroomen and their 
arms, who were detained by the persons connected with the murder, which shows that Prince Manna 
had been misrepresented. I should have proceeded further to communicate with the chiefs in the 
interior, but I had made arrangements to meet Careybah Caulker on the 28th, with reference to vari- 
ous communications I had received from the Governor of Sierra Leone, about the revival of slavery 
through his territory, &c., copies of which I have already transmitted you; but he has not met me, 
and will again engage my attention, after I have settled the affairs at the Gallinas, where I am again 
about to proceed, taking the “ Prometheus” with me, and then to the President of Liberia, agreeably to 
your directions, and trust to make a favourable report by the next opportunity. 

The communication from the chiefs shows a proper disposition, and I trust they will act as they 
should do on this serious occasion. 

The statement made by the head Kroomen and others now on board, who saw Mr. Parker shot, 
says they proceeded up the river to obtain some rice, and on firing a gun to draw attention (after 
landing) it burst and killed the person who fired it (one of his own men), and while the Kroomen 
were conveying the body to the canoe, some one inside a stockade shot Mr. Parker in the side, and 
he then fell down; they then ran out, chopped him on the head and back with a cutlass, and threw his 
body into the river, after taking the clothes off. 

On Prince Manna hearing what had occurred, he ordered the body to be conveyed to its late 
residence and interred; and no doubt the murderer and those concerned are in the hands of the chiefs; 
there was no quarrelling, and the person who shot Mr. Parker did not deny it to the Kroomen. It 
appears there was a former misunderstanding, and some mystery about it. The various stories are so 
contradictory, I fear I shall not get at the real facts until I meet the chiefs and have a formal 
inquiry. My impression is, they are in no way concerned; and I hope my next report will show they 
have acted openly and fairly ; that justice has been done for the murder and insult offered to the flag 
of Her Britannic Majesty, by the murderers being given up or punished with death; if not, I shall 
take such prompt measure as the case may require after the investigation. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 261. 


Mr. Palmer to Commander Patten. 


Sir, “ Hound,” off Gallinas, October 21, 1850. 


1 HAVE the honour to report to you that in obedience to your orders, I this day proceeded 
to Mina, and obtained the following particulars from a Mr. Gordon, relating to the death of 
Mr. Parker. 

It appears he proceeded up the river to Denire, about 15 miles, accompanied by four 
Kroomen, to procure rice which was owing to him from a person or chief there. When he had 
arranged about the rice, Mr. Parker spoke to the chief about going to war with the Mandingoes and 
Zaro people ; one of the people mistook Mr. Parker's meaning, and thought he was going to burn 
his town, levelled his musket and shot him, and threw his body in the river, where it remained 
seven days, 

Mr. Gordon on hearing of his decease asked them to give up his body, but they refused until 
it had been in the river seven days, when it was given up and was brought to Mina. I was 
shown a heap of rubbish under which it was buried. He has now been dead eleven days. 

Prince Manna came down to Mina, and took away Mr. Parker's boat, gun, and gear; the 
spars, rigging, ensign, and pendant were fitted by Her Majesty’s ship “Heroine.” The night of his 
death, 7 Blacks came down to Mina, and took everything out of his house, as also 3 slaves 
given up to him by the chiefs for transmission to Sierra Leone, and 20 were to have been 
delivered up to him that day for the like purpose. 

The two Kroomen left at Mina ran away to Cassa; his own people that were with him where 
he was shot, returned to Mina, and from thence to Cape Mount, with the exception of the four 
Kroomen, who are holding an inquiry with the chiefs fqur miles up the river. 

The only stores 1 observed were some empty casks, probably those landed with the 
provisions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN PALMER, Master's Assistant. 
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Laclosure 3 in No. 261. 
Mr. Thomas to Commander Patten. 


Boronia, October 21, 1850. 


I AM very busy about the inquisition on the death of the late Mr. Parker, these two days in 
writings. 

The Kroomen, with the rest of others, are here kept by the chiefs, Mr. John Shapha Rogers, 
Prince Manna, James Weston Rogers, and others, to take down in writings their evidences, and 
I am examining most closely into all the particulars, by the chiefs’ orders. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. B. THOMAS. 


These are by the chiefs’ orders : 
That they are all here present to hear and examine their own men, and Mr. Thomas is here as 
witnesses to the examination. 
We beg your honourable commands to give us four days that we may be able to dive into all the 
particulars ourself, and also give you a just account of the late William A. Parker. 
We have, &c. 
Chiefs of Gallinas, 
(Signed) JNO. S. ROGERS. 
PRINCE MANNA. 
JAS. WESTON ROGERS. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 261. 
Commander Patten to the Chiefs of the Gallinas. 


“Hound,” off Gallinas, October 24, 1850. 


YOU are no doubt fully aware that on the 11th instant some persons connected with Prince 
Manna barbarously and brutally murdered Mr. Parker (holding an official appointment under Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government, and claiming its protection), by shooting him, then cutting his 
head off and throwing his body into the river, plundering his habitation, and I hear detaining some 
of the Kroomen. 

Ihave to direct your particular attention to this serious and brutal murder; and request, on 
the receipt of this, you will make proper arrangements to meet me at the Mina, on my return to 
the Gallinas, about the 11th November, which will give you ample time and opportunity to secure 
the persons engaged in this cowardly and treacherous event, and to be delivered to me or other 
authority. In failing to do this I shall consider the outrage was sanctioned by Prince Manna, and 
act accordingly; acquainting you all that I have been informed since the murder, that taking Mr. 
Parker's life was contemplated, in consequence of his preventing the Slave Trade being tampered 
with, and revival of the Slave Trade at Gallinas, which you all signed, promised to fulfil, and the 
Treaties with your respective marks are now before me. 

The Kroomen (also claiming the protection of Her Majesty's Government), with the British 
colours, arms, ammunition, &c., and Mr. Parker's property, the Spanish galley, and slaves that were 
ready to embark, to be at Mina, at the residence of the late Mr. Parker, and delivered over to me 
or other authority on my return, when I will fire two guns, and land immediately afterwards as a 
signal, if the state of the beach will admit. 

In addressing you as Chictsand Princes, I cannot for one moment imagine that you are such 
bad men as to countenance such a cruel, wicked, treacherous, and cowardly assassination, or offer 
such an indignity to the flag of Her Britannic Majesty, but that you will be as anxious and ready to 
make every reparation in your power, by bringing the criminals immediately to justice, as I am to do 
my duty, in the event of this communication not meeting the earliest attention. 

: T have, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. PATTEN. 





No. 262. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received February 22, 
1851.) 


* Centaur,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 18’ S., Long. 12° 31’ W., 
Sir, December 30, 1850. ; 

1. I HAVE the honour to request you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that on the night of the 8rd instant, a large 
fclucca-rigged Cabenda boat, or coasting vesscl, was detained when procccding 
from Ambriz to Cabenda, by the barge of this ship cruizing off Ambriz, in charge 
of Licutenant Morgan, and very properly brought to her. 
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2. She appeared, as represented to be, a native boat without colours or any 
papers except a clearance from the custom-house at Loanda, which place she had 
left a few days with a crew of 11 Cabenda men and 15 passengers, viz., 3 
Cabenda men and 12 young negroes, apparently slaves. The padrone of the 
vessel declared that of these passengers 12 had been taken on board at Loanda, 
3 at Ambriz, and that they were all going to Cabenda, and that the negroes 
belonged to the Cabenda men; but their appearance leading to a suspicion that 
they were intended for the foreign slave-market, I decided on taking this vessel 
back to Loanda, whither I was about to proceed, in order to see if the Portu- 
guese authorities would acknowledge her, and if so, to have her proceeded 
against before the Mixed Commission Court established at that place, in pur- 
suance of their Lordships’ instructions contained in your letter to me of the 24th 
September, 1849. 

3. On my arrival in the port on the 7th instant, I sent Commander Hillyar 
(the Captain having gone to Ascension hospital) to wait upon his Excellency 
the Governor-General, and represent the case to him, and ask his decision; and 
I inclose a copy of Commander Hillyar’s report to me on his return, by which 
their Lordships will perceive his Excellency would not recognize the vessel or 
passengers as Portuguese. 

4. It was what I expected, and it then became a question whether, acting 
under the Slave Instructions, § 2, art. 7, p. 7, to take the negroes out for 
liberation in a British colony, and permit the vessel and crew to proceed ; but 
having obtained my object of bringing under his Excellency’s notice an especial 
case of the connexion between the Cabenda coasting trade, the Slave Trade, and - 
the port of Loanda; and upon inspection observing that the negroes were not 
branded with the marks or initials of an owner, as usual when destined for a 
foreign market, and were also sickly, I decided to permit the whole to proceed, 
giving an intimation to the padrone, and sending a written notice to the chiefs of 
Cabenda, that I should order any of their boats in future met by the cruizers with 
negroes on board, not forming the crew, to be detained; and I was glad of the 
opportunity of giving them a formal notice to this effect, and that we are likely 
to puta check upon their proceedings and the connexion of these boats with the 
Slave Trade, to which, as I stated in my annual report to their Lordships in 
April last, my attention had been early and strongly attracted. 

5. With regard to these boats trading in the Congo, I had previously issued 
an order, of which I inclose a copy, in consequence of the disappearance—murder, 
Ino doubt may say—of the gunner and men of the ‘‘ Phoenix,” when in charge of 
a detained Cabenda boat, as reported to their Lordships in my letter of the 2nd 
October, and under which two Cabenda boats, quitting the Congo with plank 
and other requisites for slave equipment, have since been destroyed by that. 
vessel. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





-Inclosure 1 in No. 262. 
Commander Hillyar to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, “ Centaur,” Loanda, Decemeer 7, 1850. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you, in pursuance of your orders, I waited on his Excellency the 
Governor of Loanda, this afternoon, and informed him that on the night of the 3rd instant, the barque 
of Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Centaur’ detained the coasting launch “ Norte,” out of Ambriz, with 
a custom-house clearance from Loanda, having a crew of 11 men and 15 passengers, 12 of them 
apparently slaves; and that the headman of the boat stated that, with the exception of 3 passengers 
embarked at Ambriz, all the others came from Loanda. 

In answer to my request, that his Excellency would cause inquiries to be made as to whether the 
slaves in question were Portuguese property or not, his Excellency informed me that the custom-house 
clearance in question merely authorized the boat to clear out of Loanda with 3 casks of spirits, and 
that, from the vigilant look-out of the guard-boats, it was perfectly impossible for the launch to have 
left Loanda with any slaves on board; and as the headman of the boat stated that they embarked 3 
passengers at Ambriz, he had no doubt in his own mind that the slaves had also been embarked at 
that place. 

is Excellency also disclaimed taking any further cognizance of the coasting launch ‘ Norte,” as 
she was not Portuguese property, and told me that the English Commodore was at liberty to do 
whatever he thought proper with her and her crew. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. F. HILLYAR. 





Cuass A. 3G 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 262. 
Order issued by Commodore Fanshawe. 


Mem. “ Centaur,” off the Congo, October 8, 1850. 


YOU will prevent, as far as practicable, any coasting-vessels or boats passing in or out of the 
Congo with cargoes of farinha, beans, plank, casks, fire-woed, or any other articles used in the 
equipmeut of slave-vessels, unless they show a national colour, and have corresponding papers and 

assports. 
: aa will, at your convenience, give notice of this order to the factors at Ponta da Linha and 
Cabenda; and any boat attempting to pass after having been warned, you will destroy, with her cargo, 
atin her black crew at the first convenient place, and the whites at any place where it may be safe 
or them. 

The requisite papers for a Portuguese coasting-vessel are :— 

A passport granted by the General Government to enable coasting-vessels to navigate, which is 
renewed annually. 

A pass from the proper authority on every occasion of leaving a port of the province. 

A crew-list, signed by the Secretary-General, and the certificate of admeasurement, signed by 
the Captain of the Port of Loanda, and attested by the Portuguese Naval Commandant, or person 
discharging his duties. 

(igned) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 
Commander Wodehouse, 
Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Phosnix.” 





No. 263. 


Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received February 24, 
1851.) 


“ Centaur,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 18’ 8., Long. 12° 81’ W., 
Sir, December 30, 1850. 

1. WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 21st November, reporting, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the capture of 
a brigantine with slaves, under Brazilian colours, and no papers, by Her 
Majesty’s steam-ship “Cyclops,” on the 20th November, on the coast of 
Angola, and expressing my conviction that she was a vessel which had sailed 
from the port of Loanda only two days before, under Portuguese colours; and 
of the 16th December, transmitting copies of letters which I had in consequence 
addressed to his Excellency the Governor-General of Angola, and to Commodore 
Cordeiro, commanding the Portuguese Naval Station ; and the reply of the latter 
officer, in which he stated that “the national patache ‘ Veiga’ sailed from the 
port of Loanda, with everything legal, on the 18th November, that is, having 
none of the objects indicated,” viz., “water, wood, and food necessary for a 
voyage, mats and cane for the slaves to lay upon,” “ but carrying upon deck 
eight pipes of water cleared by the custom-house, and a press such as is used to 
press urzella, which was verified by the minute examination which took place.” 

2. I have to request you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships, that 
having followed the “Veiga” to St. Helena, I made it my business on my 
arrival to obtain all the information I could respecting her state. 

8. I found her under the charge of the Marshal of the Vice- Admiralty 
Court, discharging ; I visited her myself, her hold was partly cleared, but she 
had twenty-seven pipes remaining in her ground tier, containing water, with the 
bung-holes tinned over, and showing that they had been carefully stowed and 
not shipped in haste. 

4. I obtained from the Marshal a statement, a copy of which I inclose, of 
what was actually on board the vessel when given into his charge; and learning 
that a Portuguese black, who had been taken in her in the capacity of cook, 
having accompanied the slaves from Ambriz to the point of shipment, was still 
at the slave-yard, I caused him to be brought on board the “Centaur” and 
interrogated ; and inclose also a statement of the questions put by my direction, 
and his answers; and some of the slaves taken in the vessel, who spoke a little 
Portuguese, were also examined apart at the slave-yard, and their answers quite 
corroborated this man’s statement. 

5. My previous opinion is, by these circumstances, entirely confirmed (not- 
withstanding Commodore Cordeiro’s assertion), that the authorities at Loanda 
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must have been either duped or bribed, and instead of the ‘“ Veiga’s” quitting 
the port, as he has stated, with everything legal, or as reported in the ‘‘ Boletim 
Official” of the 23rd November, with “‘ azeita, gingaba, agoardente ce mindezas,” 
i. e., oil, ground-nuts, brandy and trifles, she sailed fully equipped for a slaving 
voyage, water, I have no doubt, substituted for brandy, and took her slaves in 
within the limits of the Portuguese territory. 

6. I therefore venture to submit this statement for the scrious consideration 
of Her Majesty’s Government, as, in my opinion, evincing a gross violation of 
the engagements under Treaties between England and Portugal, and which, if 
not completely exposed and checked, will be followed, I fear, by similar attempts; 
and with that object I purpose communicating the information which I have 
obtained, by the first opportunity, to the Governor-General of Angola and 
Commodore Cordeiro. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 263. 


° Mr. Gulliver to Commodore Fanshawe. 


Sir, ‘St. Helena, December 23, 1850. 


PARTLY from my own observation, and from information I have received from the contractor 
employed in discharging the condemned Brazilian brigantine, name unknown, captured by Her 
Majesty's steam-ship ‘‘ Cyclops,” Hon. Captain Hastings, on the 20th November, 1850, off Ambriz, 
with between 600 and 700 slaves on hoard ; that she had a complete tier of water-casks (ground tier), 
consisting of 38 pipes, and about 30 smaller casks, well and properly stowed, and all of these 
filled with fresh water; there was a quantity of firewood, about a foot thick, on the top of them, fore 
and aft, and over which mats were spread. We also found the following :—19 bags of fariuha, 55 
bags of beans, 2 bags of lime, a quantity of jerked beef, 1 bag of wooden spoons, 1 barrel of palm 
oil, 2 slave boilers, a quantity of mats, an ullage in a small cask of aguardente, and a barrel of 
vinegar ; there must also be taken into consideration the great consumption which must have taken 
place since her capture and adjudication. 

LT have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD GULLIVER, R.N., 
Harbour-Master and Marshal, V. A. Court. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 263. 


Examination of the Portuguese black Cvok, believed to be called Francisco, taken on board the 
Brazilian Brigantine, with Slaves, on the 20th November, 1850, and brought in her to 
St. Helena. b 


Question. DO you know the name of the vessel you were taken in? 
Answer. I heard her called the “ Marian,” but knew nothing of her before. 


Q. Do you know the master’s name ? 

A.J heard him called Senhor Blanco, but never knew him before. 
Q. Was he the same master that came in the vessel from Loanda ? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Were any of the crew the same ? 

A. No; the crew were all changed when the slaves were shipped. 


Q. Where was the shipment made ? 
A. Between Dandé and Great Mazula. 


Q. Were the slaves marched from Ambriz, or had they been collected in barracoons nearer the 
place of shipment ? 

A. Tie slaves were marched from barracoons at Ambriz, and were nine days in a house 
between Dandé Point and Great Mazula, waiting for the vessel. 


Q. Did the.slaves belong to merchants at Ambriz or Loanda ? 
A. To some at both places. All connected. 


Q. Did you see any merchants or agents whom you knew, attending the shipment ? 
A. Three merchants from Loanda attended the shipment, but I do not know their names. 


Q. Did you march with the slaves from Ambriz? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Did the new crew go from Ambriz? 
A, No ; they were waiting for the vessel at the place of shipment. 


Q. By whom were you employed ? 
A. By José Maria Joncare, partner of Senhor Barbosa, at Loanda. 


Q. Were the slaves all shipped at the same time and place ? 
A. Yes. 
38G2 
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Q. Was it the night before you were captured, the shipment took place? 
A. The day before. The shipment commenced two hours after the vessel arrived, and occupied 
three hours, and we sailed one hour afterwards—about. 
. Were the slaves shipped by canoes or Cabenda boats ? 
. In native canoes, ten in each. 
. Was ang water, or food of any kind for the slaves taken on baard at the time of shipment ? 
None whatever. 
Were the coppers or any other article of equipment sent on board with the slaves ? 
. Not a single article, everything came out of Loanda in the vessel. 
. Did you see anything landed ? 
. Nothing but the former crew. 
. Did you see an urchela press on board? 
Yes, I saw it thrown overboard. 


(Signed) ARTHUR FANSHAWE, Commodore. 


&O AO PO AD AO 





No. 264. 
Commodore Fanshawe to the Secretary to the Admiralty.— (Received February 24.) 


(Extract.) “ Centaur,” Sierra Leone, January 15, 1851. 


IN my letter of the 16th December, I requested you to lay before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copies of documents which I 
had received from Commander Patten, senior officer of the Sierra Leone Division, 
acquainting me with the murder at the Gallinas, of Mr. Parker, who was stationed 
there as British Agent, and of his intention to repair to the Gallinas for the pur- 
pose of following up an investigation respecting it, and calling upon the chiefs for 
explanation and redress. 

With reference to this melancholy event, I have now the honour to inclose, 
for their Lordships’ information, an extract from a report which I have since 
received from Commander Patten, acquainting me that after a long examination 
of witnesses, Kroomen and natives, he became fully convinced that Prince 
Manna and probably other chiefs of that district had been accessory to the 
murder of Mr. Parker ; and Prince Manna having refused to come to him, and 
being unable to obtain satisfaction by any explanation, or by the murderer being 
given up, he had inflicted summary punishment by destroying Manna’s town of 
Gindamar, and Weston Rogers’ town of Gerado. 

I regret that the necessity should have arisen for this hostile act against 
chiefs with whom I had within the twelvemonth concluded a treaty of amity; but 
from a perusal of the evidence, and information from different parties, and from 
the circumstance of Prince Manna and others of the chiefs refusing to meet 
Commander Patten, I am convinced they must have been implicated in the 
transaction, and that the actual murderer belonged to one of Prince Manna’s 
towns, and that it was absolutely necessary a severe example should be made for 
such an atrocious outrage upon one of Her Majesty’s servants and flag; and I 
therefore have expressed my approbation to Commander Patten, for the prompti- 
tude and determination with which he acted after giving notice of what he 
required, and ample time for the chiefs to comply. 

It was one of those cases that so frequently occur in intercourse with native 
chiefs, where any forbearance or procrastination is sure to be misinterpreted, and 
where at the same time it is extremely difficult to distinguish the actual 
principal. 





Inclosure in No. 264. 
Commander Patten to Commodore Fanshawe 


(Extract.) “ Hound,” November 25, 1850. 


WITH reference to my communications of the 4th and 7th instant, acquainting you with the 
murder of Mr. Parker, and my being about to proceed again to the Gallinas, I have to report that on 
the evening of the 12th instant I anchored with Her Majesty's steam-sloop “ Prometheus” off that 
place, and early the following morning landed, under the impression the criminals would immediately 
be brought to justice, from the previous communications I had made. 

On the following day, Prince Western Rogers and his brother arrived, and as I could not obtain 
satisfactory explanations or the murderer, | proceeded six miles up the river with all the boats 
manned and armed to Prince Manna’s town (Gindamar) and burnt it to the ground, and returned in 
the evening. 
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Nothing transpired to remove, but everything to confirm, my recent opinion that Prince Manna 
(principally) and other chiefs were in some way concerned in this murder, or they never would have 
acted so inconsistently, and I told the chiefs so, and proceeded the following day to Prince Western 
Rogers’ town (Gerado), nine miles up another river, and burnt it to the ground, returning again 
to Minah; it being too late to cross the bar that evening, the following morning proceeded on 
board with all the boats, and Iam happy to say without loss of life, sickness or accident. 

Both towns were large and strongly barricaded ; the people were numerous (several hundreds) 
and well armed, and no doubt would have fought, had their chiefs led them, but they took flight. On 
entering the barricades I wished to point out their future danger, if they did not take active measures 
to apprehend the murderer. 

Nothing more could be accomplished then without risk of sickness to the officers and men, by 
remaining longer on shore and being employed up rivers, and I sent the accompanying communica- 
tion, dated 17th November, to Prince Manna and the other chiefs, and detached the ‘ Prometheus” 
to join Captain Adams’ division, availing myself of being towed to Mesurado by her. 

I returned to the Gallinas on the 24th instant, and communicated in person with the Prince’s 
Rogers, but nothing then occurred or had during my absence. 1 transmitted a copy of a Jetter I had 
received from Mr. Gordon, with reference to my last communicacion to Prince Manna and the chiefs, 
and am led to hope for their own sakes, the criminal will be brought to justice from what has already 
transpired and what may follow. 

I will make the best arrangements I can to have a vessel constantly off the Gallinas, when I have 
one at my disposal, until the Government of Liberia establish themselves, whieh the President informs 
me will be very soon, as he was about to send Commissioners there. 

In conclusion, it is due to the officers, seamen and marines employed, that I should acquaint you 
that the prompt and orderly manner in which the duties were performed reflected much credit on 
them the three days they were actively employed absent from their vessels, and without sickness. 





No. 265. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 10). 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 4, 1851. 


SINCE the Emperor's approval of the new Law, No. 581 for the repression 
of the Traffic in Africans in the Brazilian Empire, which was decreed on the 4th 
of September last, two full slavers have been brought into this port by Brazilian 
cruizers, and there have certainly been some symptoms of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment being at least desirous to check the Slave Trade ; but the Traffic is so pro- 
fitable, and bribery so extensive, that I have reason to believe the reaction for its 
repression does not extend to the ports very distant from the seat of 
Government. 

Under this impression I have dispatched the “Cormorant” to Bahia, to 
demand the seizure of such slavers as may be there, by the Brazilian authorities; 
and I beg you will lay a copy of the orders under which Commander Schomberg 
acts, before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and inform their 
Lordships that it is a preliminay step to the consideration of the withdrawal of 
the suspension of my standing order for seizing slavers in Brazilian ports, in the 
event of the demand which Commander Schomberg is authorized to make not 
being complied with. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS, 





Inclosure in No. 265. 


Order issued by Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 
(Extract.) 
By B. Reynolds, Esq., &c. 

YOU are hereby required and directed to proceed in Her Majesty’s sloop ‘ Cormorant” 
under your command, to Bahia, and putting yourself into communication with Her Majesty's Consul 
there, you will ascertain both from information and observation, if any and what vessels engaged in 
the Slave Trade are in the creeks and bays of All Saints. 

You will then formally demand of the Governor of the province, or chief Brazilian authority, 
that the vessels (which you will particularize to him) be seized, and that the masters, mates, super- 
cargoes, crews and all other persons concerned in and connected with such slavers, be dealt with 
according to law. 

If such demand be complied with, and you learn from Her Majesty’s Cousul that the vessels 
have actually been seized, and that the law is enforced, you will communicate the fact to me by the 
‘*Sharpshooter” (on first opportunity), and remain cruizing in the neighbourhood of Bahia until 
further orders, looking into that port occasionally. 

If, however, your demand be not complied with, you will intimate to the Brazilian authority that 
his refusal will be instantly transmitted to me, and that he will be responsible for any disastrous 
consequences that may result therefrom. 
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TI must impress upon you that the sole object of Her Majesty’s Government is the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, and that not the most remote intention exists of making any aggression on the 
Brazilian nation, or treating with any want of due consideration its national honour; and I have 
every confidence in your judgment and discretion in drawing the line of distinction in the tone and 
substance of your negotiation. 

In the execution of these orders, you are to use your best judgment in acting upon any informa- 
tion you may receive from Mr. Hudson, taking care to communicate what information you have to 
any of the squadron you may fall in with. 

Given on board the “ Southampton,” at Rio de Janeiro, this 29th December, 1850. 

: (Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 
To Herbert Schomberg, Esq., 
Commander of H.M’s steam-sloop “ Cormorant.” 





No. 266. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 12.) 


Sir, ‘© Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 6, 1851. 


I BEG you will inform the Lords Commissioners: of the Admiralty, that 
having received information that a brig under Brazilian colours, at anchor close 
to the “‘ Southampton,” was the “ Indigena” (late “‘ Antipathico,” a condemned 
slaver), and that she was again equipped and bound for the coast of Africa, I 
ordered her to be watched, and so soon as she was well out to sea, I dispatched 
the “ Harpy” to overhaul her. 

The ‘‘ Harpy” boarded and scarched her, and her fittings being considered 
quite sufficent to condemn her, she has been sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

The master and crew earnestly requested not to be sent to St. Helena to 
defend her ; they were consequently brought back to this port, and were, this 
day, received on board the Brazilian frigate ‘‘Constituicio” as having broken 
the Brazilian laws. ; 

She had a crew of 19 men, and most of them professed to be natives of 
Spain and Portugal; they were exceedingly reluctant to be handed over to the 
Brazilian authorities, and it is probable that such a mcthod may increase the 
difficulty of manning vessels fitted for that inhuman traffic. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 267. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 12.) 


Sir, ‘* Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 11, 1851. 


I BEG to transmit, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, a letter from Her Majesty Consul at this port to Mr. Hudson, 
inclosing returns showing the number of Africans landed on the neighbouring 
line of coast during the latter six months of the years 1847, 1848, and 1849, 
which compared with the number landed during the last six months of 1850, 
shows a diminution to the extent of nearly four-fifths on the average of the three 
first years alluded to. 

This is interesting and encouraging; but, on the other hand, I had intelligence 
last week, of a Brazilian official having been bribed with 4000 milreis to allow 
a vessel intended for the Slave Trade to have her clearance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 267. 
Consul Hesketh to Mr. Hudson. 


Sir, Rio de Janeiro, January 8, 1851. 
FINDING it impossible to complete for the “ Petrel” packet, the annual Slave ‘Trade Report 

ordered by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour, in compliance 

with your instruction, to inclose a return showing the number of slaves landed on the neighbouring 


a 
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line of coast during the latter six months of the three years, 1847, 1848, and 1849, averaging 
upwards of 24,400 slaves. 

And I have also inclosed a return showing all the particulars of the landing of slaves along the 
same part of this coast during the six months ending 3lst December, 1850, showing that during the 
latter half of 1850, the total number of slaves landed on the same extent of coast was 5,108, or very 
little more than a fifth of the average landed in the corresponding periods of the three preceding 

ears. 
This return also shows that out of 11 vessels employed on that importation of slaves, with none 
have the slave-dealers succeeded in their former practice of forthwith dispatching them on another 
voyage to Africa, all the 11 having been either burnt, sunk, or seized 

Whereas in the latter half of the year 1849, upwards of 22,000 slaves were disembarked 
from 37 vessels, and only one vessel seized, the remaining 36 being left to the undisturbed employ- 
ment of their lawless owners. 

The pilot-boat-rigged schooner “ Joven Maria” does not appear in the return for the last half- 
year, having been captured by a Brazilian cruizer at sea, with 291 Africans, who have brought into 
this harbour ; and circumstances encourage the expectation that the effectual step of seizing these 
Africans, and of at once rescuing them from bondage, will, during the forthcoming half-year, mark 
that essential advancement on the measures of suppression enforced during the last six months. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 267. 


Return of the number of Slaves disembarked from Africa on the Brazilian coast, between Campos 
and Santos, during the six months ending December 31 in each of the three following years. 







Number 
of Slaves. 







Average of above 


Last six months. specified half-years. 













1847 23,500 
1848 27,750 24,449 Slaves, 
1849 22,098 


73,348 Slaves. 


(Signed) ROBERT T. HESKETH, Consul. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 267. 


Return of Slaves landed within the Province of Rio de Janeiro, between July 1, and December 
31, 1850. 


Name of Vessel. Where landed, Remanns,} 





Anonyma, alias Norma 
or Julia 


Rio dos Ostras 


The Baker Pareto 


Captured by H.M.8. 


“ Sharpshooter.”” 
CataoorAudaz . Piume .  .| Thomas da Costa Ramos Seized by Brazilian Go« 
vernment, 
Sages 6 wll w Cape of Frio. | Manoel Pinto da Fonseca Burnt, 


Tres Amigos. . . 
Brigantine Sardo. =, 


Macahé . 


«| Amaral and Bastos 


Seized by Brazilian Go- 
vernment, 


Barra Furado . | Bastos and Botelho Sunk. 
Astro. . Manquinhos — . | Manoel Pintoda Fonseca Captured by Brazilian 
overnment, 

Eleonor. . . . Mambueaba =. | Ribeiroso . . . Sunk. 

Pilot boat Africano , Piume . _ .| José Bernardino de 84 . Sunk. 

Idelmunda . Tha Grande .|Ramosand Coimbra . Captured by Brazilian 
Government. 

Palhabote . . Barra Furada .|J.daF. Guimaraes , Sunk. 

Carne Secca . . Burnt. 





(Signed) 


‘Sacco a Manoel A. Guimaraes . 











ROBERT T. HESKETH, Coneud, 


Digitized by Google 
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No. 268. 
Rear- Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 17.) 


Sir, _ “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 13, 1851. 


IN my letter of the 4th instant, relative to the ‘‘ Cormorant” having pro- 
ceeded to Bahia, to demand that any slave-vessels in that port should be seized 
by the Brazilian authorities, I mentioned that the ‘‘ Cormorant’s” mission was a 
preliminary step to the consideration of the withdrawal of the suspension of my 
standing order for seizing slavers in the ports of Brazil. I have had a consulta- 
tion with Mr. Hudson, and from the refusal of the Brazilian Government to 
come into Lord Palmerston’s views, we mutually consider that it is advisable to 
withdraw at once the suspension alluded to; and I have consequently issued to- 
day the general memorandum to that effect, of which I have the honour to 
transmit a copy for their Lordships’ information. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 268. 


Order issued by Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 

(Extract.) 
General Memo. “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 13, 1851. 

THE respective captains, commanders, and commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships and 
vessels under my command, are hereby informed that my Standing Order No. 16, dated 22nd June 
last, is to be again in force from this date; but in every instance communication must always 
be first made to the commanding officer of any fort, or to the chief Brazilian authority, inviting him 
to co-operate in an amicable spirit to seize vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, and to enforce the 
Brazilian laws against them. 


To the respective Captains, &c. 
on the South-East Coast of America. 





No. 269. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 17.) 


Sir, “ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1851. 

I BEG to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that having received intelligence of a vessel fitting for the Slave 
Trade in the port of the Island of Santa Catharina, I left this anchorage on the 
15th and arrived at that island on the 22nd instant. 

Upon inquiry it appeared the vessel had not her slave-fittings on board, but 
they were reported to be at some obscure place on the coast, and as she could 
not be seized under such circumstances, I addressed a letter to the President of 
the province (a copy of which I inclose) and returned to Rio this day. ’ 

When requesting Mr. Hudson, to lay a copy of my letter to the President 
before the Brazilian Government, I suggested that if, when vessels were seized 
by the Brazilian authorities, they were to be broken up, as our prizes are, it 
it would prevent slave-dealers from purchasing these vessels, and fitting them 
again for the Slave Trade, which, I fear, is a common practice. 

: : I have, &ec. . : 
_ (Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure in No. 269. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the President of Santa Catharina. 


i “ Southampton,” Bay of Santa Catharina, 
Sir, January 24, 1851. 
IN compliance with the commands of Her Majesty’s Government, and agreeably with existing 


Treaties between Great Britain and the Empire of Brazil, I call upon your Excellency to prevent 
vessels fitting out for the Slave Trade in the port of Santa Catharina. : 
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I have information that the “Catao,” which was lately seized by the Brazilian authorities, is 
again fitting for the Slave Trade in the port of Santa Catharina; and your Excellency will incur the 
responsibility of what measures I may deem it my duty to adopt, if that vessel be not prevented from 
engaging again in the Slave Trade. 

I beg to acquaint your Excellency that I shall make known to the Brazilian Government at Rio 
de Janeiro, that I have given you this intimation. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





No. 270. 
Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 26.) 


Sir, « ‘ Southampton,” Rio de Janeiré, February 1, 1851. 


REFERRING to my letter of the 4th ultimo, relative to the “‘ Cormorant” 
having been ordered to Bahia, I beg you to be pleased to inform their Lordships 
that I have received a report of proceedings from Commander Schomberg, from 
which it appears that he represented to the President of the province, that there 
were 5 suspicious palhabotes or yachtas lying moored in the upper part of 
the Bay of All Saints, which he requested might be seized by the Brazilian 
authorities, as connected with the Slave Trade. The President expressed his 
willingness to seize the vessels; but upon searching them there was nothing of 
a condemnatory character on board, and consequently he could not prove any 
breach of the law against them, but he promised to watch them and not allow 
them to proceed to sea without a legal clearance from the customs, which I con- 
sider satisfactory ; and it gratifies me to be able to state that there is more earn- 
estness on the part of this Government for the repression of the Slave Trade 
than has ever been evinced before. It does not amount to a cordial co-opera- 
tion with us, so much as an independent movement in the same direction. 
Commander Drake reports the destruction of one barrocoon and the seizure of 
another in the Rio Frio, by a party of Brazilian police, and he also states that a 
very friendly feeling was exhibited towards him at such places on the coast as 
the “Conflict” had visited, and I shall endeavour to encourage such good 
understanding as much as possible. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure | in No. 270. 


Captain Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


Sir, “Cormorant,” Bahia, January 13, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that on my arrival at this anchorage I made a personal 
observation of vessels in the bay, and as soon as Her Majesty's Consul returned from the country I 
addressed a communication to him respecting the Slave Trade, a copy of which I beg to inclose with 
his answer therete. 

I also ascertained from Lieutenant Bailey of the “‘ Sharpshooter,” an account of the state of Slave 
Traffic here during the time he has been cruizing in this part. 

It seems that ne slaves are known either by Her Majesty’s Consul or by Lieutenant Bailey to 
have been landed since she 3d of last November in this neighbourhood, and an exercise of vigilance 
and exertion on the part of the Brazilian Government seems to have prevented vessels from fitting 
out here of late, and no doubt also to have had due effect in the importation of Negroes. 

In directing my attention to the merchants’ anchorage above the Fort do Mar, I found still at 
their moorings, unmolested, the 5 palhabote-rigged slavers which I had represented to his Excel- 
lency Senhor Francisco Goncalves Martins, the President, last October; two of them now wearing 
Portuguese colours, the others none ; they appeared to have merely ship-keepers on board, but to be 
kept in a perfect state, like a little advanced squadron. 

I learn from Her Majesty's Consul and Lieutenant Bailey, that they have not been moved since 
Iwas here last im October, but as they are evidently known slave-vessels, though not in active 
employment now, which is only owing to the obstacles opposed to them, I felt it my duty, in pur- 
suance of my orders received from you, dated 29th December, 1850, to write a formal demand to 
the President for their seizure and the enforcement of the law against all those connected with them 
(a copy of which I beg to inclose), which letter I (accompanied by Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. 
Porter) presented to his Excellency the President of the province, at the Palace, on the morning of 
the 9th instant. 

The conference (which was in Portuguese) commenced by his Excellency announcing to Mr. 
Porter that it had been reported to him that a brig or palhabote, supposed to be a slaver, had about 
three weeks ago got into the Barra Falsa (River Una). and that Senhor Argine Piera Gomes, the 
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celebrated slave-dealer, who lives there, had sent over for a steamer belonging to a company at Bahia, 
to convey a sick person across the bay, when on her errival he put pistols to the head of the captain 
of the steamer, threatening his life if he did not immediately tow the vessel out to sea, which 
accordingly was done. 

His Excellency expressed his anxious endeavours to obtain the evidence given in writing, to 
enable him to arrest Gomes, and he signified his determination of depriving the steam company of 
their charter. 

He then stated his anxiety to put down all Slave Trade here, and said that the only part of the 
coast that any succeeded now in landing was Alagoas, and that the President of the neighbouring 
province was angry with him because the slavers now were driven from Bahia to his part of the 
coast. 

I intimated the pleasure it gave me to learn his desire to put down slavery. 

On an opening presenting itself, I presented, through Mr. Porter, my letter, containing m 
demand, by your directions, that the 5 palhabotes should be seized, Sc., expressing through Mr. 
Porter its purport. 

His Excellency then said that he supposed I did not require a reply for two or three days, as 
there were many forms of writing in different departments to go through, but on the 13th, at the 
farthest, I should receive an answer, which I acquiesced in. 

He expressed his desire to comply with the demand, and determined to have the vessels strictly 
examined ; but said, that unless they had fittings or proof to justify his seizing them, it would not be 
in his power to do so, as the courts of law would bring in heavy damages against him. 

He added, that in case of there not appearing just grounds for his arresting, he would refer to 
the authorities of his Government at Rio for further instructions, and if they liked to go to the 
expense of remunerating the owners of the vessels, well and good, but he could not, as an individual, 
afford it. 

I stated that they were well known slave-vessels, built expressly for the Trade, and unfit for any 
other employment, and though they might not have their fittings on board just now, on account of 
the temporary check to their movements, still, under all circumstances, they ought not to be laying 
there protected, free for any opportunity which might offer for their renewing or prosecuting Slave 
Traffic. 

I added that if he did not seize them, I thought the British Admiral would. 

He repeated that he would refer to the Government at Rio, if he did not feel authorized to seize 
them, and requested me to forward his despatch for his Government, when I sent his reply to you, 
which I undertook to do; and he mentioned that if not, it would be his duty to defend them, and he 
would be prepared to do so. 

He told Mr. Porter that there were S000 arrobas (32 lbs.) of powder at present in Fort do Mar, 
belonging to merchants, which he would order to de removed. 

Mr. Porter and myself then withdrew, shaking hands, assured of getting his reply by the 13th 
at the farthest; and I at the same time repeating my readiness to comply with his wish to forward 
any despatches he might have for Rio, by the conveyance which took his reply to you. 

I beg to mention that the “ Veloz,” a fine Portuguese palhabote, similar to the others, is also at 
anchor among them, but she being a new vessel, and having been boarded by Lieutenant Bailey in 
the offing with a legal cargo in, I specially excepted her in my letter, for though apparently sent here 
to be engaged in Slave Trade, the state of affairs impedes her intended purchase ; she is therefore not 
yet implicated. 

The Spanish felucea “ Purissima Conceigio,” referred to in Lieutenant Bailey's correspondence, 
is in the fair way fora start, and I shall take care to overhaul her well after she leaves this anchorage, 
but she has now aclearance for Rio; and though she came here the 9th of last September from 
Alicante, consigned to Marinho, the greatest slave-merchant here, no doubt for the purpose of being 
engaged in the Slave Trade, still having had an opportunity of moving a considerable distance up the 
bay, where it is suspected she landed any fittings she may have had on board, I do not think I shall 
find anything on board for which a Mixed Commission would authorize me to detain her. 

The ship “ Due Amici,” under Brazilian colours, arrived here from Rio on the night of the 10th 
instant. This is the vessel which Franconi and Facinto are said to have shares in for a slave venture. 
Mr. Porter is taking steps with the President for confuting their purpose. 

I am given to understand that now the Brazilian Government exert themselves in arresting 
slave-vessels, the difficulties presented to cruizers by the screen of foreign flags, particularly the 
Sardinian, is increasing. 

On the evening of the 12th instant I was informed by Mr. Porter, Her Majesty’s Consul, that 
he had received from his Excellency the President, a long communication in the Portuguese language, 
expressing the reasons which put it out of his power to seize the 5 vessels whose arrest I had 
written to demand on the 8th instant, accompanied by a despatch to be conveyed to the Imperial 
Government at Rio. I, therefore, conceiving that no distinct reply had been sent by his Excellency 
the President to me, in anewer to mine, dispatched to the President at the Palace, a letter (a copy 
of which I beg to inclose), the Consul also sending at the same time a note, of which I beg to inclose 
a@ copy. 

On Monday, the 13th, at noon, I received from his Excellency the communication in Portuguese, 
herewith inclosed (accompanied by a private note to Mr. Porter), and another despatch for the 
Imperial Government at Kio, which I have to request may be delivered with the one before men- 
tuned, as soon as possible. 

In pursuance of your instructions I directly wrote an answer (as per copy inclosed) to his Excel- 
lency, and shall now instantly dispatch the “ Sharpshooter” to you at Rio, sending also by Lieutenant 
Bailey, duplicates for Mr. Hudson, Her Majesty's Minister at Rio, and the letter-bags which arrived 
from England yesterday by the “ Seagull,” directed to you. 

Her Majesty’s packet “ Seagull” will leave this to-morrow (14th) at 4 p.m., for Rio de Janeiro. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 270. 
Commander Schomberg to the President of Bahia. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Bahia, January 8, 1851. 


IN pursuance of instructions given to me by Rear-Admiral Raynolds, C.B., the Commander-in- 
chief of Her Britannic Majesty’s ships and vessels employed on the south-east coastof America: I have 
the honour to submit to your Excellency this demand for the seizure by the Brazilian authorities, of 
the 5 slave-vessels, palhabote or yachta rig, which I represented as being at anchor in this port, in 
my correspondence with your Excellency when here last October, in command of Her Britannic 
Majesty's steam-sloop “ Cormorant.” 

T in my letter to your Excellency on the 5th of that month, designated them by the names— 
“Vigilante,” “ Fé,” “ Maria até ver,” “ Formosa,” “ Andorinha.’ As your Excellency could not 
acknowledge there being slavers in the anchorage under such names, I now beg to describe them as 
the 5 yachtas then moored in the upper part of the anchorage above Fort do Mar, and still 
remaining there. 

There is also now a sixth vessel of similar construction among them, called, I believe, the “ Veloz,” 
lately arrived from Portugal, to which I do not allude. 

In demanding the seizure of the above 5 yachtas by the Bahia authorities, I am directed 
by my Commander-in-chief to insist that the law be enforced against the masters, mates, supercargoes, 
crews, and all others concerned in and connected with the said vessels. : 

Awaiting your Excellency’s reply, I look for the satisfaction of having it in my power at an early 
period to forward to the British Naval Commander-in-chief your compliance with this requisition, on 
your Excellency enabling Mr. Porter, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, to assure me that the said 
vessels have been seized, and that the laws have been enforced against those connected with them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 270. 


The President of Bahia to Consul Porter. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Government Palace, Bahia, January 12, 1851. 


IN conformity with what was requested of me by the Commander of the “ Cormorant,” in 
his letter of the ath instant, that I would enable you, as Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in this city, 
te give him a decisive answer on the subject of said letter, I have to ask you to be good enough to 
communicate to the said Commander the remarks respecting such an object, which present themselves 
to me to make in reply. 

The Commander of the “ Cormorant” says that le has instructions from the Commander-in-chief 
o Her Britannic Majesty's naval forces on this station to demand from this presidency the capture 
by the Brazilian authorities of 5 vessels (palhabotes) which are employed in the illicit Traffic in 
Slaves, and which are now at anchor in this port, and of which he already treated in another corre- 
spondence last October, then naming them, “ Vigilante,” “ Fé,” “ Formosa,” “ Andorinha,” “ Maria 
até ver,” whose existence on that occasion this presidency disputed, respecting the greater part of the 
aforesaid names, Such vessels being, however, now specified by their position in the anchorage 
ground, and to them adding a sixth, called “ Veloz,” of a similar construction, lately arrived from 
Portugal, not existing, however, on the apprehension of this one with the other, but claiming equally 
the application of the laws for the capture and punishment of the captains and other persons belonging 

o those 5 named palhabotes, wishing in a short time to obtain the assurance that his reclamations 
have been attended to, in order to inform his chief. 

Allow me, Sir, to trace on this paper what I think I understood from our verbal conference, at 
which the Commander of the ‘“ Cormorant” assisted, that is, that in the supposition that such a 
reclamation be not attended to, the probable consequences will be, that the British forces will proceed 
to execute per se-and by the sole authority of its chief, that which appears to them to be unjustly 
refused by the Brazilian authorities, making consequently this matter of the greatest importance, and 
worthy of being maturely considered, looking to the serious consequences which may result from it. 

It is not permitted to the British Government, and less to its agents in this empire, to doubt the 
sincere willingness which by so many acts the Government of His Majesty the Emperor has shown 
of wishing once for all to put an end to the illicit Traffic in African Slaves which could not be realized 
in times past, on account of the deficiency of the laws, and of the difficulties which a change so sudden 
in an object of the first importance for the industry of the country presents. 

Officially as well as verbally, you and the Commanders of the British steamers have affirmed 
that in the capital of the empire, the Imperial Government has been unwearied in the repression of 
the Traffic, receiving similar proofs from other parts of the empire. 

Respecting this port, lately designated as one of those from which the most numerous expe- 
ditions set sail for the illicit traffic, you had no doubt to admit that since the publication of the last 
law, an astonishing change has taken place, which emboldens me to assure you, and I believe I have 
heard the same from you yourself, that not an African has been landed on the shore of this province, 
neither has put to sea any vessel here fitted and destined for that Traffic, except perhaps a small 
palhabote which got out clandestinely from the interior of this bay, employing for this purpose a most 
disgraceful expedient, respecting which the necessary proceedings were entered into, and I myself was 
the person who communicated the same to you. 

At sight of so complete a result obtained by this presidency, in obedience to the orders of the 
Imperial Government, it appears to me that at a conference we had in October last I affirmed to you 
and the Commanders of the British steamers, with reason, that the repression in this port would be 
efficacious if some act of the English cruizers came not to allay the zeal of the Brazilian authorities, - 
who in no way wish to appear to act with energy at the impulse of foreign nation, who in this case 
would be considered to have more right to be obeyed than the Government of His Imperial Majesty, 
which shows so firm a will that its subjects should cease to aid such illicit Traffic. 
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Tn these circumstances, can you recognize the justice and prudent policy that the English forces 
should practise acts of violence against a friendly port, when the British Government sees its wish for 
the suppression of the Traffic more than ever, and even completely realized? 

Will not such a proceeding produce a reaction against the moral ideas which are gaining ground 
amongst the population of the country, that this illicit Traffic ought to cease? Would not the 
Brazilian authorities be disheartened in following out the firm and well-directed measures adopted, 
when the honour of their nationality came to be offended, and appearing to be more the instrument of 
the foreigner than the executor of their own laws? {f I were to see sueh a proceeding, I should not 
hesitate to affirm that the wish of the British Government of coming to the desired result of the cessa- 
tion of the Traffic was not sincere, because it had returned to means formerly used, and which, 
isolated from the internal action of the country, will be constantly unfruitful. 

I enter now on the discussion of the objeet of the reclamation, and I am going to treat of the 
seizure demanded of the 5 palhabotes, which the Commander of the “Cormorant” believes are 
engaged in the illicit Traffic of Africans, desiring even the imprisonment of the crews and other 
persons interested in the said vessels. 

The names of the said palhabotes anchored in this port, are— Xinfrin,” “ Pensativo,” “ Vigs- 
lante,” “ Constante,” and “ Maria até ver.’ The sixth, on which his suspicions have fallen, is the 
yacht “ Veloz,” the first three and this last are Portuguese vessels, all on their first voyage, arrived 
at this port after a greater or less space of time, and not having sailed from this for any part what- 
ever, still preserving their nationality, some being advertised for sale, and others destined for cargo. 
The yacht ‘“ Veloz,” on her arrival at this port, was visited by one of the English steamers, which, 
having broken her jibboom, even sent on board to pay for it, but the master did not wish to receive 
indemnity for such damage. 

Under these circumstances, there not being a single indication which authorizes the Brazilian 
authorities to commit acts of violence against the property of a friendly nation, how can the reclama- 
tion of the Commander of the “Cormorant” that this presidency apprehend the said 4 Portuguese 
vessels, and prosecute their crews, be complied with? 

It may very well happen that these yachts or palhabotes have been sent to this port in order that 
they should be sold, and employed in the illicit Traffic in Slaves, which does not yet go beyond a 
supposition of another man’s intention; supposition which on the contrary may be incorrect, for the 
vessels may be used for another destination. And how can the Brazilian authorities punish the mere 
intentions of Portuguese owners? Are you, Sir, ignorant that many English goods come to this 
port, and whose manufacturers well know that they have no other destination than for the African 
trade; what would be the consequence, if perchance they were to be seized ? 

If the Portuguese nation has not force sufficient to oblige Brazil to indemnify her subjects for 
such unjust and unfounded damages, this is a further reason that Brazilian authorities should proceed 
with these same Portuguese subjects, with all circumspection and justice; in this state what is the 
duty of this presidency if Her Britannic Majesty’s forces shall proceed to seize such vessels by force, 
when sheltered under the guns of its forts? Without doubt, and even (to prevent reclamations such 
as have been lately made by the United States to Portugal, for the capture of one of her privateers by 
the English forces) this presidency will have to comply with the positive Imperial orders to repel 
force by force, employing all the hostilities which are permitted in such cases by the rights of nations. 
But I have just now treated of a supposition which I believe impossible, because the good harmony of 
the two tiations is not interrupted by so unjust a cause, giving perhaps occasion to much loss even to 
British trade, which cannot help being affected by the destruction which might take place of this city, 
aud from the excitement of mind in case of a conflict. 

The fact even that some of these 4 Portuguese vessels remain, after some months in port, 
without effecting their sale, proves the efficiency of the measures adopted by the Brazilian authorities 
against the Traffic, and like these vessels, many English goods which took that destination will be 
unsaleable. I will conclude this point by assuring you that the suspected palhabotes shall be 
sufficiently looked after, as they have been until now. 

The fifth reclaimed, the yacht ‘‘ Constante,” Brazilian property, arrived on her first voyage 
from the city of Oporto, and afterwards made one to Rio de Janeiro, in licit trade, from whence 
she has returned hither ; so that to seize this vessel, I can likewise only go upon intentions not shown 
by facts. 

N Lastly, the sixth is the yacht “ Maria até ver,” which, suspected by the police authorities of the 
country of having brought slaves, was lately subjected to a long and rigorous process, which was 
finally concluded by the acquittal in last instance, an acquittal which the country ought to respect, as 
all civilized nations respect such. These proceedings took place before the publication of the last 
law, and although the inconveniences that may then have been encountered are in a great measure 
remedied by the latter, yet caw it have no influence on that fact antecedent thereto. The vessel thus 
absolved is strictly looked after by the police authorities. What more just could be practised in 
England, where the persons and the properties of English citizens are so respected ? Whatever may 
be the idea formed of our civilization, you, who have been so many years resident among us, will be 
obliged to confess that, besides being a people constituted with fundamental organic laws, and with 
the indispensable codes, we endeavour in the execution thereof to give to our fellow-citizens all the 
guarantees which the civilized nations of Europe have, and how in this case can this presidency 
arbitrarily take hold of persons and property, and also rake up past processes in order to recommence 
them? Therefore, you see that the reclamation of the commander of the “Cormorant” cannot with 
justice be satisfied. Neither he nor any other commanders of British forces will wish to carry them 
into effect by their own proper authority within a friendly port, whose inhabitants have at least the 
sentiments of its nationality, and whose authorities will act with so much more energy when they have 
the conscientious feeling of having fulfilled their duty, complying exactly with the laws of the 
country. 

On this occasion this presidency addresses itself to the Imperial Government, informing it of all 
that has occurred, and waits its orders, which will always be in accordance with the same zeal which 
you recognise as influencing the acts of Imperial Government in the repression of the Traffic. 

Will you be good enough to transmit these considerations to the commander of the “ Cormorant,” 
to whom and to you I present my esteem and consideration. 


(Signed) FRANCISCO GONCALVES MARTINA 


CE 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 270. 


Commander Schomberg to the President of Bahia. 


Sir, “ Cormorant,” Bahia, January 12, 1851. 


MR. PORTER, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, having communicated to me that he has 
just received a despatch from your Excellency, on the subject of the demand which I delivered to 
you in writing on the 8th instant, I beg to state to your Excellency that the importance of the sub- 
ject requires an explicit answer in writing from your Excellency, addressed to me, in order that I 
may transmit the same direct to Rear-Admiral Reynolds, my Commander-in-chief, at Rio de Janeiro, 
and which I feel assured your Excellency will furnish me without delay. 

I beg to assure you that the despatch for the Imperial authorities at Rio, which accompanied 
your communication, shall be forwarded with your reply to tee Mane I receive it. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 270. 


Consul Porter to the President of Bahia. 


Sir, Bahia, January 12, 1851. 


I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch addressed to me by your Excellency, under 
this day’s date, which I presume was intended for Commander Schomberg, of Her Majesty’s steam- 
ship ‘ Cormorant.” 

In order to avoid any misapprehension, I beg leave to state to your Excellency, that the service 
with which Commander Schomberg is entrusted is distinct from this Consulate. 

To prevent any misconception, I have transmitted your Excellency’s despatch in original to Her 
Majesty's Envoy at the Court of Rio de Janciro. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD PORTER. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 270. 
The President of Bahia to Commander Schomberg. 


(Translation.) Palace of the Government of Bahia, January 13, 1851. 


ON my return to the Palace last night, your letter of the same date was delivered to me, in which 
yon ask for a direct answer from me to yours of the 8th instant, mine of yesterday to Her Britannic 
ajesty's Consul not satisfying you, as you wish to communicate it at once to your Commander-in- 
chief on account of the importance of the subject, and you inform me that my despatch to the 
Imperial Government will also be conveyed, as soon as my reply shall reach you. I beg you will 
excuse the channel of my reply, as I was persuaded that it was your wish that it should be so sent to 
the Consul; and I now proceed to satisfy your inquiries so far as I can. In your letter of the 8th 
instant ; you inform the presidency that you have received orders from your Commander-in-chief to 
demand the seizure, by the Brazilian authorities, of 5 vessels engaged in the Slave Trade, and 
which are now at anchor in this port, adding also a sixth, the “ Veloz,” of similar construction, 
lately arrived from Portugal, with respect to which you make no actual demand. 

You also apply for the capture and punishment of the masters and other persons appertainin x 
to the said 5 vessels whom you wish should be dealt with according to the laws. 

In order to reply to you with the greatest exactitude, I directed the head of police, who performs 
the office of auditor of marine (judge in the first instance for taking notice of such crimes) to pro- 
ceed and institute the most searching examination into the 6 designated vessels; but nothing could 
be found which would give the slightest pretext to this Government for seizing four properties of the 
Portuguese nation—namely, the vessels “ Xinfrin,” “ Pensativo,” “ Vigilante,” aud “ Veloz,” on 
their first voyage from Portugal, for it was clear that they had not been engaged in the Traffic, and 
had nothing on board indicating that they were intended to do so. What reasonable foundation could 
there then possibly be for the Brazilian authorities to take possession of those Portuguese properties, 
sheltered in its ports, and under the sacred laws of nations? Undoubtedly, Sir, sufficient suspicion 
will not be found against the proprietors, of their intentions, even if they were consigned to this port, 
to be sold (knowing that for the Traffic such gales were formerly frequent and lucrative), we could 
not seize them unless such act had taken place. Such seizure would be as if the Brazilian authorities 
were to detain English property coming to this market, because there should be found provisions 
such as are frequently exported to the coast of Africa for the furtherance of that Traffic. Failing then 
any rational pretext, I cannot practise any injustice against the claimed vessels, unless it is proved, 
beyond doubt, that they have been engaged in the Slave Trade; seeing that they arrive from their 
first voyage, and that their remaining in this port shows that if their intentions were criminal, the 
Brazilian authorities can prevent their carrying them into effect. Icanalso positively assure you that 
the vessel “ Constante,” Brazilian property, has never hitherto been engaged in that Traffic, having 
lately arrived from Portugal, and only just completed a lawful voyage to Rio de Janeiro; and there 
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not being any sign of criminality, how can she be seized? Doubtless, Sir, you English respect 
sufficiently the property of your subjects, and your laws also protect them. Whatever may be the 
idea formed of our state of civilization, we also possess laws worthy of a civilized nation, and, like 
yourselves, Brazilian authorities respect the property of its subjects. 

Lastly, the sixth is the “ Maria até ver,” a vessel against which, unfortunately, the authorities 
of the country did conceive serious suspicions ; but prior to the last laws enforcing a more rigorous 
process, its proprietors obtained a favourable decision. 

Finally. You, Sir, who belong to so great and enlightened a nation, can you imagine that we 
can violate with impunity any absolved property, unless some new act should justify it? There is 
certainly nothing which is more respected in England than the judgment of tribunals, although they 
may sometimes err. The Legislature has lately endeavoured to prevent similar decisions, and give 
greater certainty to the repressive laws, 

We hope, therefore, this result will be obtained by the new measures so adopted, but without 
reopening past errors (if any exist), which the Constitution itself prevents our reversing. You may 
rest assured that in our port there is vigilance on the part of the Brazilian authorities, sufficient for 
the suppression of the Traffic, and that the fruits of this vigilance are complete, as your own country- 
men can inform you, and also the worthy Consul of your nation, so that with the mutual good 
understanding of the two nations, and the internal support of the Brazilian Government, England 
may see realized her view of repressing the Traffic. ‘The English Government cannot doubt the 
sincere co-operetion of the Imperial Government, and has no reason whatever to distrust the 
proceedings of that of this province, by which a complete prevention and suppression may be expected 
to be obtained. Any act, however, of an odious nature, would diminish the salutary effects which 
we seek. I beg you will accept as a part of this letter, the one which I have already addressed to 
the Consul of England, of which I send you a copy, as well as a despatch for the Imperial 
Government. : 

Receive, &c. 


(Signed) F. G. MARTINS. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 270. 


Commander Schomberg to the President of Bahia. 


Sir, : “ Cormorant,” Bahia, January 13, 1851. 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have received your Excellency’s communication in 
reply to the demand I had the honour to present to you in writing on the 8th instant, for the seizure 
of the 5 vessels therein stated, by the Brazilian authorities. 

Your Excellency not having complied with the said demand, for the reasons stated in your com- 
munication, [ shall instantly forward to Rear-Admiral Reynolds, at Rio, your reply to me, together 
with the communication sent last evening to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, which latter will be for- 
warded to the British Minister at Rio, and your two despatches for the Imperial Government 
will forthwith be transmitted as addressed. 

Thave further, Sir, the honour to state that I am instructed by the British Naval Commander-in- 
chief to intimate to you, that having declined to seize the vessels, you are now responsible, should 
unhappily disastrous consequences result therefrom. . 

: I have, &c. 
(Signed) HERBERT SCHOMBERG. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 270. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to Commander Schomberg. 


Sir, « Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1851. 


I HAVE received a report of your proceedings, together with your correspondence with the 
President of the Province of Bahia, relative to certain vessels which you state are not in actual 
employment as slavers, “but which is only owing to the obstacles opposed to them.” 

I must call your attention to my orders to you, dated 29th December last, wherein you are 
directed to ascertain, both from information and observation, if any, and what vessels engaged in the 
Slave Trade are in the port of Bahia, and to particularize them to the Brazilian authority, when 
demanding that they may be seized; but I never intended that the President of the province should be 
called upon to seize vessels not actually engaged in the Slave Trade, and on board of which, after a 
careful search, nothing of a condemnatory nature could be discovered ; and I must therefore impress 
upon you that I possess no authority to demand that vessels be seized, merely because they look sus- 
picious, nor even because at some former period they may have been engaged in the Slave Trade; our 
operations are against vessels clearly and unmistakeably fitted for and engaged in the Slave Trade; 
and we have no authority whatever to interfere in any way with vessels engaged in legitimate 

its. 
beds Lan, &c. y 
(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 
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No. 271. 


Rear-Admiral Reynolds to the Secretary to the Admiralty.—(Received March 26.) 


Sir, “* Southampton,” Rio de Janeiro, February 8, 1851. 


SINCE my letter to you of the Ist instant, transmitting the proceedings 
of Commander Schomberg at Bahia, together with my further orders to him, 
I have received additional reports of proceedings, bearing date 29th 
January and 4th instant, extracts from which I beg to transmit for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

There is nothing of particular interest in these extracts, beyond the fact 
that they bear testimony to the exertions of the Brazilian authorities, civil and 
naval, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

Some excitement was occasioned at Bahia, from the people not 
knowing that the ‘‘ Cormorant” had strict orders to avoid any act of hostility, 
but all was quiet when the royal mail steam-packet left there on the 4th 
instant. 
: : T have, &c. 

(Signed) B. REYNOLDS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 271. 


Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) “ Cormorant,” January 28, 1851. 


ON my return last evening from a short cruize in the offing, I received from Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul, Mr. Porter, an official verbal communication informing me that during a conference 
he had with Senhor Martins, the President, on Saturday the 25th, his Excellency had voluntarily 
announced to him that he had purchased from their owners the two Brazilian palhabotes “ Maria até 
ver” and “ Constante” for his Government (which vessels are now lying at anchor off the Arsenal 
with the Brazilian ensign and pendant flying), and that they were now Brazilian vessels of war; and 
he was about to fit them out to cruize outside for the suppression of Slave Trade. 

His Excellency also stated that he had commenced a process against the Spanish felucca 
“ Purissima Conceigéo,” she not having put to sea. 

As regards the 3 palhabotes whose seizure I demanded of his Excellency by the Brazilian 
Government, which were designated by him in his answer as Portuguese vessels, named “ Xinfrin,” 
“ Vigilante,” and “ Pensativo,” they still remain at their moorings, and I hear his Excellency is 
anxious to get rid of them out of the harbour by their clearing out with legal cargoes; the latter 
vessel is reported to be advertised for sale, and [ hear Mr. Wilson, an English merchant here, our 
coal contractor, is about to ask me if I shall seize one of them if she leaves this with a legal cargo put 
into her by him. 

Iam very desirous to receive your instructions relative to these three vessels, supposing I 
intercept them outside the anchorage, cleared out with legal cargoes, and no remains of any former 
fittings in them. 

It is reported here now, that the Sardinian schooner “ St. André,” an old coast of Africa 
trader from this, said to have landed slaves on this coast, has not done so, but is gone to Cuba; and 
from information I received on board the “ Bonfim” schooner at sea on the evening of the 25th from 
Colinchita, I do not believe the report I received from the Sardinian captain, Parodo, of the 
“ Eridano,” respecting a vessel having lately ran ashore in the night and landed her slaves at Rio 
Vaza Barris (Sergippi). 

His Excellency the President seems to be showing great energy respecting the vessels I demanded 
since the‘arrival of the “ Affonso” from Rio on the 22nd; and the Brazilian cruizers are on the alert, 
and their officers appear inclined to associate and be civil. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 271. 


Commander Schomberg to Rear-Admiral Reynolds. 


(Extract.) January 23 and February 4, 1851. 


ON the morning of this day (23rd January), Mr. Porter having gone with Mr. Wetherall to 
the Palace to present the latter to the President on his appointment as Vice-Consul, his Excellency, 
who seemed much concerned about something, took Mr. Porter into a private room, and held a 
long conversation respecting the Slave Trade. He expressed himself surprised at some one having 
written to {lio, giving his Government untrue reports about his exertions, and asserting the constant 
zeal he is exercising. 

He said he was arranging a transfer of the “ Maria até ver” to the Brazilian Government as a 
yessel of war, which has since been accomplished; that vessel having been towed down to the 
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Arsenal, with a Brazilian pendant and ensign flying, and being ordered in the “ Gazette” to be 
fitted as a Brazilian vessel of war, and called the “ Brazil.” 

I learnt this day from Mr. Evans, an English broker, that his landlord, Senhor Karinha, a 
great slave-dealer, had told him in the morning that he had given up his vessel, the “* Maria até 
ver,” to the President, that there might be no dispute between the Brazilian and English Governe 
ments about her. 

Mr. Evans also told me that Senhor Karinha was investing his money in building, having given 
up the idea of further Traffic in Slaves. 

Observed an armed Brazilian party examining the Spanish felucca “‘ Purissima Conceigiio,” 
at anchor to the southward of Fort do Mar. 

Monday 24th—Went to the Consulate Office prior to leaving the anchorage (which I was 
induced to do for the convenience of preventing slavers approaching or leaving it), when Mr. Porter 
took an opportunity of giving me to read a correspondence between the Portuguese Consul and 
himself, about some of the vessels whose seizure I had demanded of the President, the Portuguese 
Consul inferring in it that I had insulted his nation, &c. I mention this, as the correspondence was 
red to be transmitted to Lord Palmerston, and of course Mr. Hudson will be made acquainted 

erewith. 

Thursday 27th—Anchored off the Consulate and went ashore, and having learnt the information 
Mr. Porter had received from the President at a conversation on the 25th, forwarded it to you in the 
nelosed letter. 

4th February—The only information I have been able to pick up outside is, that on boarding 
the English schooner “ Ranavolo Manjaka,” an old coast of Africa treder, six weeks from Whydah 
to Bahia, I learnt that the “ Jackal,” “ Prometheus,” and “ Gladiator,” were cruizing in the Bights; 
the latter had captured three vessels, the last one an empty one, burnt by Captain Adams. 

There was very little Slave Trade going on, owing to the difficulties said to exist on the 
Coast, exereised by the Brazilian Government and the British cruizers here; but though a few might 
still try to land to the northward of this, the principal trade would now be carried on with Cuba. 

On anchoring here Her Majesty's Consul informed me that the President had communicated to 
him on Saturday, the Ist instant, that the Spanish felucca “ Purissima Conceigao,” was loading with 
produce of the country, and was to sail before the 15th instant, cleared from this port. 

Mr. Porter requested me, as her rudder and sails were detained at the Arsenal, not to row guard 
round her. I beg to state that I have no idea of doing so, and as she is not one of the vessels I 


demanded, and I perceive the President has done all he could to detain her, I consider his communi- 
cation a guarantee. 







Bayerifde 
Staaisbibliothcé } 
Minden A 





-_—~ ~ 7 


























; ae. zy | Res 


nes 
rode, 
tes 
os 





